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Deponent: ABE, hatsuo

Having first duly svorn an oath as on attached sheet and
in accordance with the »srocedure following in my country 1

hereby denose as follows.

l1. I am a former ncval Vice Ainmirzl 1 occunied the 208t of
chief of the Naval Affairs Bureaiu of the Naval iinistey from
Octob:r, 1932 until October, 1940, when I was ordered TO Lurope,

and was chicfly in charge of affairs concerning B naval

cdministration and armaments os well a8 natlonal defense Dolicey,

assisting the Havy wjnister and the Wavy Vica-ﬁinisteﬁ.
A vas s I was in the aforesaid vost of chief of the
Bureau that the Ja-anese Forces murched into the
northern Prench Indo-vhinz. Prior to the diolomatic
necgotiations, it was agreed by ©he Noveael Gennrgl Staff that, in

the c¢apnacity of Chief of the Havael Lff-.ips Burezuy reprosent

the Navy and together with the r presentutlive of the Army hold
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conference with the authorities of the Forecign Office (mostly
the Chief of the Bureau of suropean and asiatic Affairs and the
Trcaty Burecu) on the basic problems which might he discussecd
in the dinlomatic negotiations.

3. At the time Japan was taking pains 1n the disnosing of the
China Incident, and Imperial Headguarters recognized, that to
hasten the settlement of the China Incident it was most necessary
to block off the so-called French Indo-China route, the only

supoly route for Chiang via French Indo-Chlinc, and orderecd the

Expeditionary Forces of the Army to take Nanning temporarily
with an eye to bombarding from the Noamidng airfield the Yunnan
Railway, which led to f'rench Indo-China. Nunning, however, WE. S
a very small and unhealthy place and, what was worse, the air-
field, being unuscble during the roiny season,proved to be of
littla use for Dblocking the supoly route, and the situation was

where matericls to aid 6Ghiung went into China as before, There-

upon, undcr thc positive nccessity of sccuring the blocking of
the route, the Imperial Headquarters consulted’™ the Mavy and
jrmy Ministries about tho plan-of diplomatic negotiations 1in

which the PFor~ign 0ffic: and thc French Government were to talk

with each other mutually expressing their sincerest views 1n

realizing the blocking of the routc sructically and neaccifully

by the French Indo-Chinese themselves.
4, In compliance with the above intentions, the Foreign

Office after much consultation with us; .the authoritlses of the
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Navy and .Lrmy, dctermined to cnter into dinlom.ric negotiatilons,
which werce conducted very nrudently znd patiently, and at length
obtaincid 22 understanding v tho cuthoritics of French Indo-
China. And it was desided th:t obscrvers be mosted 2long thc
frontier s well as ot sca norts -nd somz other Dluces 8O
to keop an cye on the trons»yortation of aid to Chiang supplies
which werc sent by way of Froench Indo-Uhina.  And in June, 1940,
an obscrvation narty, which consistcd of dovy and Army men to-
gother with officials of the ror.ign 0ffice with Major=-Goneral
NISHIH.R. -8 Bhisf of soction, was scent to French Indo-Chind.
The aim, howevey, w;s-not ttainod, and the completns blocking
off of the aid to @hiang supily route not readily roalizcd.

To sccurs th: blocking off of the route, the Foraign 0ffice

had had trlks with Henri, the Prench -smbassador to Jap.n, ~t

Tokvo sincc auge 1 of the samc yoar, and on aug. o0 an undcrstaend-

"

ing 28 to basic Droblems such zs occupation by Jdonanesc forces

of the Tonkin crea for the purposc of securing thc blociking of f
of the .id to @hiung supnlyrvoutg and offering of faclilitics
for our military onerations in Chini, was redched at the talk

between Forcisn sinister MATSUON.. and '.mbissador Rgnri, conccrtce

detnils boins left to be worked out by tho Japancse and rrench
military authoritics on the spot.

azrecaent between the authoritles on the apoty,h Wover,:r,

d#d not toke sranc so2ecdily and it was not until 3Sepdt. <7, when

. inde 4

an agrosmont vas reached ot lagte. DBut 1t took® mich tinm¢g to notify

&




'enclh: armliesg of
oareement, which caused some ashes betwecen the troovs
frontier through misnﬂiufstuﬁis. Except for these clash
A

clashes, the agreement was materitliZed according to ncaccful

and rceccecinrocal understanding

g and the occunation was

out in r2cace, vhich 1 leapned from rec2orts from the snot,

6. n short, the solc aim of the occupation of the Janancse

forces of the northern oart of rFrench Indo-China, as stated above,

was none oOther than for the acguisition of facilitie: or

-

military o2srations for the purnose of blocking off the aild

-

to Chiang supnly routec. Ac~ ngl the occupation, bde
temoorary naturc, would have come t n end with the

of the vhina . | de xnd it wes firmly promised
SLECVIE Sh..ouV ilGilL \ Py CuCuydwuC 4i'ea

-

the agrecmeat was limited to the regions of French Indo-Uhine
1djacegnt to the oorders of China and French Indo-Cf
the Japancse Government would r=spcc ne terkitorisl intpgrity

of French Indo-China as well as Fronch sovercignty over French

Indo-China. dJas2on never had any designs of territorinl

O this

Lt ‘"Bokil1o

AL, hatsuo (scal)
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:[, YA SUTDA , 5111_;.{0 hf‘_‘;rﬁji“‘-f‘ Ccr’tifj that the .abovc
1

statemant was sworn by the Dedonent, who affixcd his signature
and scal thereto in the prssence of thls Witness,

. 11 1z
3, At Tokyo

ss (segned) TASUDA, Shigeo
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In ,.-‘..C(:.Z‘Jf(.]f:lrlcﬂ; wWith Che conscience 4 BwWear to tell the

whole truth W1thhold1n5

nothing and adding nothing,
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ERRATA SHEET

seond line from bottom add "L " before "renresent”

S

15t lire "Mostly" to "especially"

17} 1i2e from bottom "where” to Hihat!




