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INTPRNATIONAT MILITARY TRIBIWAYL FOR TH® FAR WAST

1% TNITFD STATRS OF AVRRICA, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

sworn Department (Lruisiation)
Deponent ; =-- OYAMA Ayao
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheetl

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

T hereby depose as follows.

1, T, OYAMA, Ayao, served as Director of the Bureau of

fegal Affairs of the War Vinlstry from December 1¢S5 tTo

¥arch 1045. W¥y rank at the time of the surrender was Judicial
ILLieutenant Genrral on the reserve list.

2e In regards to the directive which the Vice Vinister
issued in compliance with the order he recelved (Court ™xhib
1992) entitled "The Matter Concerning the Treatment of the
Pilots of the Fnemy Planes which Carried out Aerial Attacks

on Japanese Jland" No. 2190, dated 28 July 1942, T learncc

as follewste
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That the General Chilef of Staff directly requested the
Minister of War that something similar to the eontent of the
said directive be 1ssued. Whereupon the War Minister
expressed his idea @8 to what the directive should contain,
and the departments and sections concerned consulted and
arrived at the final draft which after being approved by
the Vinlister of War was issuec, The purport of this Adfrective
was that the Minister indicated to the Army Commander that
those captured among the crews on the raiding planes whose
actions did not ¢iolate international law were to be treated
as ordinary prisoners of war. Those suspected of violating
international law were to be subjected to trial by the
Counsel of Military Piscipline. And if trial proved that
the gwpecte were gullty of a war time major offense, they
were €0 be punished in accordance with the martial law. TIf
the trial found that they were not guilty of any war time
ma jor Of fense or if the trial did net prove that they were
guilty of the sald offense, they were to be found "not guilty"
and acquitted and were to be treated as ordinarv rrisorers
of war; the legal prOcedurec of the special Court Yartial sas
1prlied to Japanese soldiers in general when put on trial
was to be applied,

On this S0th day of September, 1047

At Tokyo

DRPONPNT /S/ OYAMA Ayao (seal)

- P &
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Y, SHIOBARA TOkisaburo, hereby certify that the above

statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his

signature and seal thereto in the presence of this Witness,

On the same Adate

At the same lace

Witnesss /S/ SHIOBARA'Tovisnturo(sral)

OATH

Yn accOrdanee with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth wihhelding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ OYAMA, Ayao (seal)
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNIT7™ STATES OF AMERICA, et al
-5 -

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Derosition{ir.nsciction)

Deponent: OYAMA, Ayao

Having first duly sworn an o2th as on attached sheet
and in accordznce with the preocedure followed in our country

I hereby depose szs follows,

l. I, OYAMA, Ayao, served as Director of the Bureav of

Legal Affsirs of the War Ministry from December 1933 to
March 1945, My rank at the time of the surrender was Judicial
Lieutenant General or the reserve list.

2. The law perteirnirg to the Punishment of Prisoners
of War was revised by Law Yo. 41 on 9 March 1943, There wvere
twvo reasons for the revision. First, as to the crimes committed
by the Prisoners of War in the past, the Imperial Ordinance
No., 225 of 25 October 1904 and the Law No. 38 of 28 Februvary

1905 existed at the time of the ?usso-Japanése war. Later on,
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ans in the military service,

to
the penalty/keep 1n 1ine with the above mentioned up scallnge

why a revision to the law pertailn-

These were the two reasons
hecame necessaryes Whereupon

the bill for altering

the Prisoner of Tar 1aw was taken up as one being under the
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jurisdiction of the War Ministry in connection with the pre-
paration and the arrangement of the bills to be presented in
the next ordinary sessior of the Diet as the usval practice
of every year. After consulteation within the respectilve
departments and the sections of the Ministry of War and

further consultations vwith the Bureau of Legal Affsirs, etc.,

the final draft was drawn up and approved by the Minister,

then upon approval by the Cabinet meeting, the bill was
presented to the 8lst session of the Diet of the Government,
After being passed by the Diet, the bill became a law and
was promulgated and put in force as Law No. 41 of 1943,

The Law Pertaining to the Punishment of POWs (Court Exhibit
19654).




In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ __OYAMA, Ayao_(seal)
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