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INOUE TAKAJIRO
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Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attachad shecet,
in accordancs with the procedurc provailing in my country, I
hereby dopose as follows:

l. I csntered thoe Foroign HMinistry in 1925, and servad as
sacretary in tho Bursau of Europzan-American Affairs (later
the Burcau of Europoan-isiatic Affairs) from 1931 to 1938, .
during which period I was in charge of businass conezrning
naval disarmament under Director T5:3 Shigenosri from 1954 to
1957, and attondsd the London Naval Confersnc: »f 1935-36 as
e of the rotinue of the Japanesa delegate, leaving Tokyo '
in Novembor 1935 and returning t- Japan in It"'::-‘-..I:ar"t.laz*y 1936, At f
prasont, I am in Chief >f the Economic Section, Central Liaisan

Officc.

2. The Japanosz Foreipn Ministry attached importance to
the Naval Disarmament Conforcnes of 1934-35 in considaration
of the situation within and out of Japan, not to speak of tho
2as2r decsirc on the part of the Japancse Govarnment to main-
tain thc psace of the world and to lighten the national burden.
It therefore assisned the Fifth Scction of tha Investigation
Bureau sxclusively to the transactisn of disarmamant problems,
and ordered thc mombers of that seetisn to sorve concurrently
in ths Burzau of Luropean-Asiatic Affairs under the dirscetisn - |
of Dirzctor T35p5. I was then a membar of the Fifth Ssction,
Investigation Burcau, and servad eonecurrently.in the Burcau :
of ~uropocan-\siatic Affairs. It was a matter of common know- g
ledge within the Foreipgn Hinistryat that time that Dircetor
TOgd was wzll versed in disarmament problems and had sn an-
thusiasm for thue succiss of tha Disarmament Confersnce. The
Chiof >f the ¥ifth Saction of the Investigation Burcau was
at first Mr. Yamagata Kiyoshi, who was then succccded by Mr.

Katd DenjirSd. I was in eharge of the business concorning
disarmament undor ths two section ehiefs and was >ften callad
before LUirector 15g5 to rocoive his orders. Ho rovealzsd to
me Ils own oplnions as to disarmament, in accordance with
which lmowlsdge so aequired dircctly from Dircctor T5g3, and
from the two scction chiefs in the course »f official dutics,

I hercby dopose as follows: &

5. In connocctlon with the attitude of ths Japahzse Govarn- |
ment towapd ths Preliminary Naval Disarmament Conferznec ‘of ‘
1934, the two outstanding pointe which bacams tho subjoets of
discussion were (A) ths common upper limit system of disarma-
ment; and (B) tho abrogation of the Washington Navsl Treaty,
both of which wers advoeatad by the Navy. |
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L. 1s to thao proposal of the common upper limit, the
Japansse Government had acceptad the ratis system of disarma-
ment in ths ‘Washington and Yondon Naval Treatics. Moreover,
it had even advanced, at the Gaenoral Disarmamont Confsronce
hald at Geneva in 1932, a proposal accepting tho ratio system.
In consideration of theso facts as wall as the International
and tho intornal sltuation, it was too sudden a leap to advo-
catc thoe cstablishment of tha common uppor limit. Furthermors,
the plan was apparently advantageous e¢xXclusively for Japan.
Thero was 1ittls hope that tho agraecement of tha other Powers
could bs obtained, and Mr. T35 even foresaw the dangor that
it might give rigc to doubt on tha part of th2 Unitod States
and Britain as to the peaceful intantion of Japan, ecffacing,
a8 a rosult, all hopes for the realization of disarmament.

And 1t would bs quito usslegss, it was consideraed, to maka a
proposal which would not be acceptad by the Unitod States and
Britain. From th: above point of viow Dipactor T5g3 took a
firm stand agalnst tha common upper Iimit plan, and endeavorad
to find a meeting-point botwazn the Navy and tha Foreign
Milnistry in some other plan. Thig Navy, howaver, did not yleld.
The negotiatlons lastad for two sr thrao monthe, but Dircctor
1039, adhoring to his conviction, opposed thz Navy plan to

tke lgst. The naopotliations thus fail.d to reach an agreement
af'tor all, In the meantims, the opening of thae preliminary
conf'zrénce was drawinz nzar. Theroupon, thz heads of the
Govarnmant dacided finally to adopt the Navy plan, compalling
Dirzetor T3;5 to yisld to the decision,

5. Dirzctor T3g5 considored tha abrogation of tha
“ashincton Naval Troaty an exczedingly scerious gquestisn for
Japan, and fesred that it would sur:ly stimulata the national
sentiments of tho Powsrs. The conelusisn would ba diffsrant
17 that traaty wera ta ba rzplaczd by soms sther naw treaty
immediataly, but sthsrwise crastie conditiosns and naval
compatlition would bz th: sur: ragult, which could agpravate
the intarnatiosnal situation and, in the long run, lsad to war.
liis opinion, howivor, was not adoptzd, swing to the parsistent
ob jection on the nart of theo Navy.

6. In considaring tho instructions to be siven to the
Jananasz d:zlopates to tha Naval Disarmament Confoeroenca of 1935
(and also thorsafter), discuesion ~was had chizfly upon thea
qQuastion whether Japan should iccept qualitative disarmament
or the obligation to notify thz naval construction program
In cass the Japansse polnts ware not approved. Thz Navy
oppos2d acceptance on the mryund that ta d- £2 would be non-
ssnse unless quantitative limitation was ¢stablished and,
morzoyar, destructivs to the national dafance of Japan.
Dirzctor T3gG, howovoer, insistud upon accepting at 1lsast these,
a8 he considercd that th:2y would wake not a little contribution

t 0. the realization of ideal disarmament and would bz of
sorvice In removing tho sonse of unzasingss prevalling among
he participant Powars. But, as ts theso qQuestions, his
opinisns worc not brouzht to realizatisn.

(- With ragzard to cualitative disarmament, Director T3g3's
oplnion was that ths limitation of ship sizces and gun calibros
alona would be sufficiantly‘effactiva. =

8. As to notificatisn af naval construction program, hg
tricd to parsuads tho Navy into agreament, pointing out that
the Favy would have to mako nscsssary oxplanations before the
Dizt, -as well as the #inancs Ministry, in conncetion with tho

28timates for the naval construction, and that, this being so,
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i1t would bo impossible in offcct to keop the program secret
from other countriss., But the Navy insisted upon ra jecting
1t, suggesting that the maintenante of sscrecy was not im-
possibla in Japan.

9. Dirzctor T35 trok a sorious view of the influanco
which tho tarminatlon of tho disarmamsnt treaty would exert
upon ths psace of the world, though it was of course true
that he hoped for the substantial sslution of the disarmament
quastion partly becaus2 he wished thereby to lighten the
ourdens of tho various nations. Especially, it was his heart's
desire to roestore tha international eredit which Japan had
lost, by managing to bring th: disarmament confarcncoe to .
successful conclusion, and thus rescue Yapan from ths forlorn
stato she was thon in., ~uitc naturally, thereforo, he adhered
most persistontly to his ovm stand, and oftsn had heatad dis-
cussions with Dircctor Yoshida of tha Burcau »f Naval Affalrs
of tha Navy Ministry.

10. As to the reply of the Japancse Government made in
February 1938 in connsctisn with notificatisn of naval con-
struction programs, Mr, T5g3 had nothing to do with i1t, as he
had alrcady been transfsrrad to the post of Japanese Ambassador
to Germany wha2n it was 1issuad. :

O:A T:H

In accordance with my conscisnce I swear to tell the
wholz truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing. '

Inoue Takajirds (seal)

On this 2nd day of December, 1947
A\t Tokyo
Denonent: Inoue Taka'irc
I, Kato D:njiro, Lcoroby certify that the above state-
m2nt was sworn to by thy daponsnt, who affixed his signatura
and se¢al thoereto in the nroesencee or this witness.
On the same aate
\t Tokyo

Witness: Kat3 Denjird (soal)

Iranslation Cartificate
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I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the dofaznsa, hercby certify that I
am conversant with the English and J2pansse languagzs, and that
the foregoing is, to the best of my bmowiedge and belief, =a
corrcct translation of the orizinal ézcument.

{ishi Haruhiko (seal)
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