
 

The Icicle Village Resort  

In 1992 five partners joined together to open what was 

then the Best Western Icicle Inn in Leavenworth WA, 

with the dream to develop the property into their own 

small village. Icicle Village Resort consist now of the 

Best Western Plus Icicle Inn, Aspen Condominiums, 

Icicle Junction Activities Center, J J Hills Fresh Grill 

Restaurant, and Alpine Spa. In 2012 the Icicle Village 

Resort celebrated “20 years of Our Family Caring For 

Yours”.  The resort has served over one million guests 

during the last 20 years, many repeat guests from the 

very opening of the resort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Leavenworth, Chelan 

County Washington  

Coordinates  47° 35.343 N 

 120° 10.360 W 

Built  1992 
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The Resort  

The Icicle Village Resort features 7,200 square feet of versatile event, banquet, 

convention and meeting space. This includes a 2,664 –square foot Ballroom, and 

other varies size meeting rooms. In late October of 2014 the resort will be adding 

an additional 2,600 square foot ballroom which will bring the total meeting space 

to almost 10,000 square feet. The Resort will offer 121 guest rooms including a 

lovely bridal suite with a separate living room. The Aspen Suites Condominiums 

feature 34 one, two and three bedroom combinations. Upon entering the lobby 

which can be seen decorated for the current season, you will find a grand 

fireplace, which sets the scene for guest experiences.       

History 

 The Best Western was conceptualized by Dick Beselin and his CPA friend Vern 

Thoreson in 1988, when they spotted a 7.5-acre parcel of land at the base of 

Tumwater Canyon. Paul M. Jinneman, a respected Northwest hotel consultant 

was brought on in 1991 to help advise them on the project. Karl Ruether, a 

German born hotelier, came across the hotel unexpectedly that summer when his 

family traveled through Leavenworth on vacation. He saw a sign on the property 

announcing “hotel coming soon” and contacted Dick Beselin. These four 

gentleman, along with Chuck Alm, formed a partnership in December 1991 to 

develop the Best Western Icicle Inn. On August 17, 1992 the Best Western Icicle 

Inn opened, with Karl Ruether serving as the general manager, along with the 

help of employees Jeanne Wilson and Miguel Gonzales, who still currently work 

for the hotel. The Icicle Inn opened with 66 rooms, including fireplace suites. 

4,000 square feet of meeting space as well as an outdoor pool and spa.    

The owners continue to develop the property throughout the years. In May of 

1996 the Icicle Junction Family Center opened with video arcade, bumper boats, 

and a replica train ride throughout the property. In July of 1998 the resort added 

an additional 28 rooms to the hotel. The Icicle Junction Cinema, Leavenworth’s 

only movie theater, opened in May 2000. The hotel added a restaurant in 

February of 2001. The dream of developing the property as its own small resort 

village began in 2003 and continues to grow into the Icicle Village Resort. In 



August of 2005 the first 12 condominiums were open and then an additional 22 

condominiums opened in July of 2007. Walking paths, garden areas and waterfalls 

where added to the property in 2007.  

In July of 2011 a veranda was added to the restaurant. An additional 15 rooms, all 

with fireplaces and balconies offering fantastic views of the Tumwater Canyon 

were built in 2012. Construction is underway as the owners continue to improve 

the property. The Icicle Village Resort is working to complete a new wing which 

will include a ground floor ballroom as well as 14 new luxurious guest rooms on 

the second and third floor. The new 2,600 square foot ballroom will complement 

the existing 2,700 square foot Tumwater ballroom, bringing the total amount of 

meeting space at the resort to almost 10,000 square feet, the largest in 

Leavenworth Washington. The new rooms will include king beds, gas fireplaces, 

and large bathrooms.  The new wing is scheduled to open late fall of 2014. 

The resort has seen many changes. In 2004 the replica train ride and bumper cars 

at the Icicle Junction proved to be very costly to sure and operate. The last movie 

at the Icicle Junction was shown on December 31, 2013, as changes in movie 

projection technology forced the resort to think about whether or not to keep the 

theater.  

The resort went in a new direction and decided to update the spa, changing the 

name from Therapeutic Touch massage and Wellness to Alpine Spa. Alpine Spa 

opened May 8th, 2014, moving from inside the hotel to the old movie theater 

location. The Alpine Spa was renovated and offers massage, couple’s massage, 

facials & organic skincare, peels, body treatments, and scrubs, as well as a new 

steam room, manicures, pedicures, waxing, and sumptuous add-ons.     

Green Practices 

The Icicle Village Resort and BEST WESTERN Plus Icicle Inn strives to be Green. The 

Icicle Inn has earned an Energy Edge Award signifying excellence in energy 

efficient design through the use of reliable efficient technologies from the Chelan 

County Public Utility District and Bonneville Power Administration. The resort 

achieved energy efficient levels 30 percent beyond those required by code.          



The resort recycles paper for most commercially printed materials, including 

brochures, letterhead, envelopes, as well as using thumb drives to distribute sales 

information. The paper we choose to use is certified by the Forest Stewardship 

Council (FAC), which is a non-profit organization devoted to encouraging the 

responsible management of the world’s forest.  

The Icicle Village Resort has also replaces incandescent lamps with compact 

fluorescent lamps wherever possible. Throughout the resort, you’ll find glass 

coffee cups and tumblers in your room, helping to reduce plastic waste. Guest 

room toilets are low flow and recently the guest room sink aerators have been 

changed to reduce water waste.  

The Archive Essentials collection that the hotel uses follows the environmental 

characteristics. Over 90% natural origin, the bottles are PETG #1 recyclable plastic 

resin, labels are printed with soy ink on recyclable printed paper. 

J J Hills Fresh Grill resort restaurant has to-go boxes and to-go paper coffee cups 

that are made of a compostable material. The property in 2013 put in an Electric 

Vehicle Charging Station offering electric car drivers the opportunity to charge 

while staying at the resort, complimentary.  

The green Alpine resort day spa pampers you while being conscious of your 

health and the environment so, you can completely relax without synthetic 

chemicals or fragrances.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Awards 

2014 

AAA Three-Diamond Hotel  

TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence  

 

Energy Edge Award  
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