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Natural catastrophes put info perspective the fragility of life for ll
crentures. They also drow our attention fo the immense value of
all lives. In exercising her power, beneficent or destructive, Mofher
Noture ignores nationality, cultural groups, colour ond religion. This
wis evidenced when the tsunomi hit Sri Lonka. All communities on
the islond as well as forsigners were affected.

As much os we are members of the human roce, we are above

ol else cifizens of this beautiful blue planet. And there lies one of
mankind's greatest freasures: to be the some, yet different, unique
individuals from diverse cultures, speaking one or several of the
thousands of languages used ond following the teachings of
numerous religions, all aimed at liffing our spirituality. We have
discovered that each of us is both unique ond yet very similar.

This uniformity and rich diversity is certoinky found here in Sri Lanka
and is the reason that this magazine is published in the three main
longuages spoken on the islond.

Aimed at older children ond young adolescents, this magazine
carries the nome “YUTI”, a word meaning unity in Sanskiit. The
magazine aims to help children acquire knowledge and discover the
world around them, but obove oll it must be o source of plensure for
those who discover it. Everything has been aimed af making “Yuli"
an informative read and each term per school year will hove its copy
of “Yuti” resulfing in three publications per year.

Before inviting you to toke a look of the first issue of Yuti, | would
like to thank everyone who has contributed to bringing the project
to fruifion. First of all, we owe a big thank you to the team from
“Solidarité Loique” who first contacted me with the idea for the
mogazing, especially Roland Biache ond Louis Bourgois. “Solidorité
Laique”, which is the sole sponsor of Yuti, has been involved in
supporfing a similar project in Afghanistan. A mogozine colled
“Parvaz” published by on organisation colled “Aina” and founded
by the photogropher Rezo. We ore also grateful to Reza who ogreed
to be the patron of YUTI and share his experience with us. Here in
Sri Lanka, for the fantostic work done, | would like to thank Cormen
Perero, whose involvement hos been decisive in putting fogether an
outstanding team to publish this high quality magazine for children.

Hoppy reading!

Philippe Fabry
Founder of Sri Lanka Solidarity
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If the earthaquake happens
below land, then it can
cause damage to buildings
and roads.
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We rely on the water that lies under the ground to support our farme and cattle. Without irrigation water, for
instance, it would be impossible to grow all the crops that we need to sustain the world’s population.__ For
farmers in some areag in the world thiz iz becoming harder and harder. In parts of India for instance, farmers
would originally find water at 10 meters. Today, they have to dig till 400 meters_and their wells still dry up; forcing
them to dig deeper and deeper still In the most severe cases, people have abandoned their lands and moved to city
slume - hoping 1o find some way of sustaining thelr families.
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WATER AROUND
THE WORLD

Did you kgmgmw%@
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in Afghanistan somefimes
p e ol gats in many

their
E?ili?‘lfgrmt colours go that they

can identify them.

AFGHANI sT

aﬂﬂﬁ@ SeSN oisrefend BT _

8eORO0 - RS BOO smwpsi - s Capital: Kabul

Many countries suffer from a lack of water (all year

round or at cerfain times of the year) . which is what

we call a drought. Afghanistan is one of

them. For the last few years they haven’t

received as much rain as needed, which

influences the farming and the supply of s B AN
clean drinking water. [f there is not enough YRR Y

rain farmers cannot water their soils and
their crops will die. This will then lead 1o a
food shortage and hunger. In countries like
this it is very important to be economical
with water all year round
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Have you ever been in a place without ﬂn&ftgre&s or plants? If you spend time in
a place [ikel a desert you will feel and understand how important trees are for
our survival.

We cannot live without treesl

From the time of our oigin Tﬁ have qiuen us food and shelfer. :
Eefm*e modern medicine we used roots, leaves, flowers and other parts of trees
0 Ccure ug

Trees give us cotton and silk for our clothing, woood to build our houses and
make our fumiture.

Emmrﬁglst importantly - trees give us clean and fresh air to
fe i
Without trees and plants there would be no oxygen

Trees are our higgi\:at friends on this planet and we all have to
help and protect theml
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Last year, was a bad time for the
weather. The year which began with
the tsunami, that swept over countries
around the Indian Ocean, had many
floods caused by very heavy rain, in
India, Sri Lanka, Iraq and America.

Thousands of people drowned, hun-
. dreds of thousands more were forced
| toleave their homes, trains had to stop
running, children were stranded in
schools and some airports were even
closed. In the Indian city of Mumbai, a

tiger called Rahul almost escaped from
a zoo.

The floods in Maharastra, a state in India

whose capital city is Mumbai, began o
: = i

Rahul’s cage at the zoo

-
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Streets in Mumbai were completely
under water

July 26, when very heavy monsoon rains
flooded rivers. Many streets in Mumbai
were completely under water. The Chief
Minister called the amount of rain “the
rarest of rare”.

Almost 1000 people drowned in these
floods, two main railway lines stopped
stranding thousands of people on
their way home from work, telephones
stopped working and lots of school
buses as well as cars, had to stop in
the middle of the roads. Eventually, fire-
men and policemen came out to rescue
people, as well as divers from the navy,
because many houses were completely
flooded. Neighbours and schoolteachers
also helped to find and take care of the
children.

“We didn’t sleep the whole night, seeing
the water level rise”, said one 68 year
old woman, Shakuntala Nath, whose
hut was filled with water. “Everything is
wet. Our beds, our furniture and all our
belongings”.

Then in August, in the south of the United
States, a very strong hurricane called
Katrina, with wind speeds of 160 miles an
hour, destroyed thousands of houses and
left over 78,000 people homeless.

The worst damage was in New Orleans,
a beautiful old city with many wooden
houses. A large lake, called Lake Pontch-
artrain, burst the “levees” which kept it

from overflowing into the city. Levees are
like the bunds on tanks in Sri Lanka. After
they burst, the city was flooded.

The water came up to the tops of houses
and people had to climb on to their roofs.
Altogether, 1417 people died, making
it the worst hurricane in America since
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Lake Pontchartrain overflows in New Orleans

hurricane Okeechobee in 1928,

In October, rains from the northeast
monsoon, flooded large parts of Tamil
MNadu, Karnataka and West Bengal,
three states in the south east and north
east of India. One city, Bangalore, where
there are many modern computer offices,
had 52.5 centimetres of rain in one day,
breaking a 50 year old record. Railway
tracks went under water and trains had
to stop. People living on the banks of
rivers were moved to safer places and
residents of low-lying parts of Chennai,
the capital of Tamil Nadu, had to move
after river water came up to the first floor
of their houses. Airplanes from three air-
lines also had to stop because the airport
runways were flooded.

As if all this bad weather wasn’t enough,

Bicyclist in Batticaloa

in December a cyclone in the Bay of
Bengal off the east coast of Sri Lanka,
brought very heavy rain again. People
were evacuated from Jaffna, Trincoma-
lee, Batticaloa and Kalmunai, which are
flat and flood easily.

Water ()

Many evacuees were still living in tents

and camps after the tsunami. Fishermen
and sailors were also told to stay at home
and not go out to sea, as there would be
huge waves, strong winds and heavy
rain, making it especially dangerous
for small boats.

Probably the most unusual survivor [ il e
of last year's floods was Rahul, a 12 §
year old tiger. Rahul is very tame be-
cause he was abandoned as a cub and
rescued by the director of the Sanjay
Gandhi National Park, in Mumbai. He
was in his green-painted enclosure when
flood waters broke the iron bars, leaving
enough room for him to escape.

The terrified leopard climbed a tamarind
tree, where he sat waiting for the water
to go down.

Luckily a guard noticed and rushed to
save Rahul. He was persuaded to go
into a small house in the corner of his
enclosure.
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How is the Earth similar to an egg?
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They are both the same oval shape

O380 ©Eed gBE® 5. :
ﬁmmﬂ@gm@mﬁﬂﬁw_ uqm.uﬁpmé @mmﬁmgﬂw,
@ouiiiienn Guopuyinisd GaigliLhs(Emnio n_smm._

They both have different layers, and cracks in the surface
;%:l}m mﬂ@m, o_sitGen m@%ﬁn‘l Bphmsud GasTenst
BindhenguiD Gl e HEmeTeH.

They are both yellow and white inside

@qﬁﬂm@mm@aigmﬂ@,

g

@mmmmmﬁm

Omed,

&Ml amHAISTSE B RSER6EHS SapOulLTe, BEMEaT e Galu
GeruemHb?

What should you do if you are told a tsunami is coming?
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Move away from the sea and go to high ground
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Go swimming
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Close all the windows and doors
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They both have very strong surfaces
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