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NOTICL.

No. XXV. will close®he Series of * Tllstrations
of Political Xeonomy. It will contain & Sum=
mary of the Principles of the Wik,

"It appears to me, however, that the subject of
Taxation requires a developmetit of some of the
facts of our financial §ystem, such as could not
well be given among my illustrations of® princis
ples. 1 shal? thercfore isgeomahout any® pause
or change of plan,"a few Numbers, probably si¥,

of ILLustrATIONS OF TAXATION, .

H. M,






THE

FARRERS OF BUDGE-ROW.

Cuaprer |
Bl)DGE-Ri)W AGAIN!

“ Pray open the window, Morgan,” said Jane
Farrer to the old servant who was assisting h&
to Arrange for tea the 100 in which the family
had dined,

“ Perhaps you don't, know, Ma'am, what a
cutting wind it is, More like December than
March, Miss Jane ; Dbitter enough to help on your
rheumatism, ey gear.”

And Morgan paused, witf! Tier hand on the sash,
Miss Farrer ahose thyt the room shotld be re
freshed. She was aware that the sccats from the
shop were at all thmes strong enough fot the
nerves of any onc unaccustomed to tlle agmo-
sphere she lived in; and she did not wish that
her brother Henry should have to creantgr in
addition those,which “th@dinner had Jeft behind,
She tied a hindkerchief over heét head while the
March wind blew in chilly, and Morgan applied’
Lerself to light the fire. Wlen the dinner-table
was set back against the watl, and the small

24 Y



2 RUDGE-ROW %t APN |

‘ 1

Pmnbr()l\o table brounght foy ard, and the sofa,
with 115 *brown cotton cover, whaeled mnwl,
and the two candlestielis, with whole candles
Jin hgm, l)la( ed m fiont of the teagtrav, Miss
"Farver nlolw it she wou]d do up into Henrv’'s
room, and see that all w: N nf'hL theie, before she
put off et bfack sgufl apron, and turned fown
the cufls of her gown, and took her seat bLSl(lb
the fire.

She tried, to lovk at cverything with the cyes
she fancied her young brother woull ning from
the wyversity. She, whe had lived for five-and-
tlmtv vears m this very house, at the corner of
Buun(' Row, among {nis very furmiture, could
Kot reasonably expect to view either the one or
the other as it would wppear to a youth of two-
and-twenty, wlm had Inved in a far different scene,
and among sucl! companions as Jane had no idea
of. It was some vague notion of this improba-
bilitythat made ber hoger about Henry’s httle
apartment, and_wonder whether be would think
she ought to havepiv up a stufl” curtain hefore
the wmdu-v, and whether hie had bepn accustomed
to a it of ergrpet, and whether the soap out of
her father’s shop was such a$ he could use. Then
came thé odd mixtare of feclmgs,—that her fa-
ther’s youngest son ought not to dream of luxuries
that hiw elder brother “and sisters had not had,—
and yet that Henry wity a scholarand a gentle-
man, and therefore unavoidably heid in awe by
the family.  When she revetted to the time, well
remembered, when she upheld the httle fellow,
and coaxed him to set one tiny plump foot before
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the other, the ideagofy being now half afraid to
vgeeive him made her smile and then &i®%l, and
hoype that good might come of her father’s ambi-
tion 1o givae a son of bis a university education,

sefore she had fushied making bersedfas heat”
as usual, and rather More dressed, he heard,
amidet all the nowes that capc in froth the nar-
row husthing street, her own iamg cabled from the
bottom of the stairs.

¢ I'm coming, father!'—It never cgn be Henry
vet.  The postman’sebell 1s huf just gone by, and
the six o'cloek cries arg not all over; and there
sound the climes. 1fis full fve minutes’ walk
from Lad-lane, too.  PerBaps there is something
more to be done at the books: so I will caney
dowh my apron.—Why, Morgan, it is well I did
not throw you down stairs.” .

Morgan’s face, entrenched in its mob cap, was
just visible in the twilight, peeping into the room
from the stcep, narrow stair upon which the
chamber-door dirgetly opened,  S8e came to say
that her master wanted MiSs m'mc; that he was
in a ggeat hurey, and seemed to have wome good
news to tell.

Mr. Farrer was bUstling about, apparentdy in
a®state of great happiness. =~ His brdwn ,wig
scemed  to 5;:1 hightly on hLis crown; his shoes
creaked vevy actively 3 his hadf whistlesbatofened
a bght heart, apd he poléed the fire as if he had
forgotten hoWw mucl coals wer® a bushel. Tle
stretelyed out his arms when lus daughter came
down with a look of inquiry, gnd kissed her on
“eitlier check, saying, .

Be2



4 BUDGE-ROW AGAIN!

“ I have news for thge,qmy dear. 1 say,
Morgah,*let ws have plenty of buttered toast,—
plenty and hot.  Well, Jenny,—fe is short
engugh 16 some folks. Of all veople, who do
yo%“ an k are dead 7 .

Jane saw that it was nobody that she would
be expected’to grieve’ about.  She had fallen
enough into Ler fasher's way of thinking to con-
jecture aright,—that some of the lot of Tives with
which lier father and she were joined in a tontiue
annuity had failed.

“Poorsouls! Yes: Jerry Iill and his brother,
—both gone togetheg of*a fever, in the same
house. Who would have thought it?  Both
younger lives than mine, by some ycars. 1 have
no doubt they thought, many a time, that tine
would be the first to fail. But this is a fine
invention,—this way of purchasing annuities,—
though I was against 'it at first, as being too
much like a lottery for a sober man to venture
upon. But, Jsav, Jane, I hope gou are glad I
made vou invgst your money In this way. You
‘had a right to look to coting ipto their lives,
sooner or Jater ; but one would hardly have ex-

eeted it in my time ; thougdu, somehow, 1always

a(..}n nution it would turn out so0.”

ane’s colour bad been much rafsed, from the
first,. disclosure of, the news, Shemow asked
whether these were no, tlie last ljses of the lot,
out of their ows family ;—whetlief Lier father's,
her brother Michael’s, and Her own werc not the
only onecs now left.

% To be sure ¢hey are! We have the whele
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thing to ourselves frogy this time, I think the
mmster will be for sending Michael an® me to
tfle wars, to have us halled off; though 1 hope,
in that casey you would h.vc on and on, ml(ﬂl'cwoy
vour own for man¥ a year, to disappggnt nim.
B, to be sure,” said the old man, ehtekimg his
exulgtion as he saw hid da_ughte?‘ 180k grave,
“hifc s a very uncertain thinge ag weemay sce by
what has just happehed.”

“ Lam sure it 1s the last thing I thought of,”
observed Jane.

Ay, Ivis aprefly yearly addition to us
three;—two droppmgtogegherdn this way @ and,
as L sad, 1 hope you wit enjoy 1t for many a
year when I am dead and gone; as T am swre
yousleserve, for you have #een a good daughter
to me,—keeping the house as well as your mo-
ther did before you, and the books better than I
could mysell, leaving m& free to attend to the
shop.  But, let us see.  The roow is half full of
smoke still; gud you will say ghat comes of
my poking the fire. What Wave, you gol for
Harry’s tea? [ The 18 will want sometlang solid,
though he be a student. 1 rememberghis telling
me last time that no¥olks are more.hungry than
those that have been a long while over teir
books.” ’

Jane moved about like onejn a dream gtill, the
shop-boy’s heayy treall hgving been lLeard in the
passage, Morgan put her head n at the parlour
door tg say that Midbael and a gentleman with
Lim might be seen from the shop-door to have
tusied the corper at the other &t of the Row.

B3
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¢ Tis a pity Patience can’t be here to-night,
now reelly,” whid the old fhan : ¢ but she always
manages’ to be confined just when we have' a
merrv-laking.  "Ti§ as perverse as her husband
nékclimosing to buy a tontime annufly when he
bad the‘cesh Dy him.  Ike will ind now he had
better have done it.  I*wish I had thought of it
in time to have mafle it a condition of his marry-
ing Patience.—Well, Harry, lad! T hope you
are come home' hearty. What! You are not
ashamed 38f your kin, though you have been
seeing lords at every turn?®

« Flow well Jane lodks!” was Henry's first
remark, after all ‘the §reetings were over. * She
35 not like the same person that she was the last
time I came home.”

Henry was not the only one who saw a change
in Jane, this eveaing. Her eyes shone in the light
of the fire, and there was a timidity in her manner
which seemed scarcely to belong to the sober age
she had attained. Iustead of making tea in the
shotiest and iwemst way, as sudl, she was hesi-
tating angd ablent, and glanced towards Henry as
often as her father and *Michacl joked,* or the
opeping & the door let in g whill of the scent of
cheesc and thie et ceteras of a grocer’s establish-
mént.

Mr. Farrer remarked that Henry,would find
Loftdon a somewliat Jusier place just now than
he had been acgustomdd to. Lendon had been
all in a bustle since the King’s speech, so that
there was no such thing as getting shOp-boys
back when thgy had been sent of an errgnd.



BUDGE-RQW AGAIN ! 2

What with the soldiers in the Parks, and the f&ss
upon the river when ®any news cyne,, gnd the
f®rces marching to embark, and the shows some
of the emigrants made in the strectse there was
enough to &ntice idle boys from their duty=

& Not only from thewr duty of comipd home,”
said Michacl. ¢ There avas our Saumeto-day,—
"tis a fact,—left the shop wlu'}c I was half a mile
off, and the Taylow’ maid chme in for half a
pound of currants, and would have gone away
again if Morgan had not chenced %o pass the
inside door and look dver the blind at the moment,
“Is afact: and Sam®)Had notlmm to say bt that
he heard fiving, and the sdewsthien's Lorns hlow-
ing hike mad, and he went to learn what it was
all about.”

“ I'll teach him! T'lI make him remember
it? cried Mr. Farrer. “ But ave want another
pair of eyes in the shopssure enough.  "Tis not
eften that you and T want to be away at the same
time ; but ?

And the faBicr and son ta%ed@dver theis b]l()p
plans, and prepared vengeance for Sam, whilg
HemY told his sistcy what signs of public re-
joicing Lc had scenythis day on lis Journey ;—
flags on the steeples, processions of liftle "boys,
and evergredn boughs on the stage coaches. » The
war seemed a very amusing thing to the nation
at present. ) -

" Stocks.dre up to-day. The people are in
high spirits.”

“4Vhen people are bent on being in high
8pirits, anything will do Lo reake them so.  We
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wére in high spints six years ago hecause a few
bad taxes, weré taken off’; ind now we are merrier
than ever under the necessity of laying On
more.”

« (beme, come, Hal, ¥ said «his father, ¢ don’t
grudgce tue people a taste vf merrinent while Lhcy
can get ite  Vouwill see long faces enough sohen
thicse new taxes cofne to be paid. 1 hope you
are not so dead”sct against ‘the minister as vou
wsed to be wherl younger; or so given to find
fault with ¥ that ¢s done.”

“ $o far from being an énemy to the minister,
fathewp T think it .is very hird that the nation, or
the part of. them that viakes itself heard by the
winister, should be so fond of waras to encourage
him to plunge us intoit.  These very peoplerwill
not abuse him the less, in the long ran, for getting
the nation into debt.”

“ Well, well. We wen't abusc the debt, and
loans, and that sort of thing to-day,—ch, Jane ¥
And Mr. Farrer chuckled, and Mjchacl laughed
loudly.

“ Ior my phrt,” continued the old man, 1
think the debt is no bad tifing for showing what
sort, f spifits' the nation isir. Youmay depend
upon it, JPeek, and all other husbands who have
wivés apt to be high and low, would be very glad
of such a thermometer to measure gshe ladies’
humdwrhy. Tis jhst & F take it, with Mr. Put
and the nation. [If he wants to know his ms-
tress’s hwmour, he has onl just to learn the
state of the stocks.” ¢

¢ Just the samg vase,” said Michael, laugling.
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“ Not quite,” said, Tlgnry. ¢ Peek would rather
dq without such a thermometer, or arotodter, if
Patience must ruin hersell to pay for it: much
more, if shamust leave it to her. childfen to pgy
it after hier. | shotld not have expectedy t fatlier,
to find you speaking up fol war and the debt.”

** 4V hy, as for war, 1t swn;s to fak® a pretty
sort of bustle that rather brings people to the
shop than keeps them away, ayd that will help
us Lo pay our sharc of the new mxee,gf we only
keep to the shop, insgead of fancying to be fine
gentlemen.  But [ am, of your mind 3 '1buu't the
minister.  1f the pcopl(‘ arm cager for war,—and
full of hope—of—of:

“Ah! of what? What is the best that can
comt of it?”

“ 0, every true Englishman hope% towin, you
know. DBut if they will go heatlllong into war,
t&*y have no right to blifine the mmlstcr as if it

s all his domﬂr that they have to pay lnnvy
taxes.”

fYethe mmht to know betfér than to judge
of the people by a patljament that claps t#ts hands’
the more the more burdens are laid gn $heir chil-
dren’s children. H® ought to question sheir
right to tax posterity in anysuch way. T canpot
see how it is &t all more just {o} us to make a war
which our* grandchildren mugt pay fon thay for
our allies to wmake a Wwargwhich the English must
pay for.”

] am sure we are paying as fast as we can,”
replied Mr. Farrer. ‘It has kept me awake
mbre nights than one, I can® tell you,—the
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thinking wha will come of \these new taxes on
many ‘thinds that we sell.  As for the debt, it
has got so high, it can get httle higher; that is
oge cgmiort. Fo think ghat in my faher’s voung
days, ® was under scyen hundred thougud
pounds ; :aml now, in my day, it is near three
hundred milfions 1

“ What males you so syre it will soon stop,
father ?7” .

“ That y can’t go on without ruining the na-
tion, son. 1 suppose you don’t think any minis-
ter gn earth would do jhut. No, no. Three
hundred mullions issdebt enough, in all con-
scitnce, for any natioh.  No mmister will ven-
wure beyond that,”

“ Not unless the people choose.  And I, for
one, will do ull‘in my power to Prevent its pro-
cceding further.”

¢ And pray how ?”

¢« ifhat depends on what your plansare for ms,

sir.”, :
“True enaugh. \Vell,'eat away now, and
let us sc& whether book-learning gpoils battered
toast, Cemg, tell us what you think of us, after
all e fine folks you have 1¥'een amongst.”

dane® was astonished that her father could
speak in this way to the gentleman'in black, who,
howgver simple ine his mgnners, and”accommo-
dating in Lis conversatifn, was qui,m‘unhkc every
other person présent in his guict tone, and gen-
tle way of talking. She could not hava.asked
him what he thoyght of the place and the party.

Heury replied that he was, as he had sa¥d,
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mucl struck by his sister’s looking so well 5 and
as for Morgan, she was not a day ofther spreee the
tmfe when he used to run away with het Welsh
heaver

« And make yourself Todk like a airl, withryour
pun® pale face,” mterrupted Michacl.

“ Well, but, the placei—how decse the old
house look #” persisted Mr, Fayrer. ¢ You used
to be fond of prymg®through thal green curtain
to see the folks go m and out of* the shop; and
then you raised mustard and cress at” the back
window ; and you usel to whistle up and down
stairs to your attic Ul ybuy, pogr mother ¢Buld
bear it no longer.  The old place looks just asit
did to you, 1 dare say ?”

Henry could say no moregthan that hie remem-
bered all these imes. By recalling many others,
e hoped o divert the course of investigation ; but
his fatherinsisted on s saying that thedingy, con-
fimed, shabby rooms looked to the grown wise inan
the very same g to the thoughtless cluld who had.
seen no other holise. It wastas impossible*for
Henry Lo say this as #o believe still, as Jic once
did, that lus father was the wisest man in the
world ; and Mr. Farrer was disconceted acegrd-
ingly. He thought within himself that this was
a poor rewardsfor all that he had spent on flis
son Harrysand pushed away his cup wih the
spoon in it when it fadebecn filled only four
times. <t .

 Are you tired, Jane ?” asked Henry, setting
down his tin candlestick with its tall thin cand!e,
when Lis father had done biddifg him be careful
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not.to set the house on firg, and Michael was gone
to se¢ chat all was safe in the shop. Jane was
quite disposed for more conyersation ; and would
indeed have been darning stocl\mw:«;, for at least
ahotl"c;v hour if Henry Jrad’ gone to sleep at ten,
like Lis Lrother. She brought out her l\mmng,
carefully piled the cmbers, extinguishey one
candle, and was Feady to hcar Henry s questions
and remarks, and to offer Some of her own. She
could nof return the compliment she had re-
ceived as to hdr looks., She thought Ilarry
was thin, and nearly ag pale as in the old days
when his nankern frock and drab beaver matched
his complexion. ‘

Heunry had been studying hard; and he ac-
knowledged that hismind had been anxious of
late. 1t was so strange that nothing had been
said to him fespecting his destination in life,
that he could not help‘speculating on the futurc
moge than was quite good for health and spirits.
Could Jane owe him any idea what his father’s
mtentlons were 7™

" Hensy now looked sg'boyisk, with ,feet on
fender, gnd fingers busy with an unemp]oyed
knitting-needle, that Jane's ancient familiarity
began* to return.  She hoped there were no
matrimonial tholights at the bott‘om of Henry’s
anxicly about the future.

Must no man kg anxious p.‘)out his duties
and his prospects till he ghinks' of marrying
J a)n’e ? But why have you hopes and feays about
iw?

“ Because }dm sure my father will not hear
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of such a thing as yoor marrying. Yoy know
Law steady he is when he once maked up his
mind.”

Henry ghmnced qip i his sister’s face, arel
awqgy apain when he sgw that she met s eye.
She continued,

« % am not speaking of my own case in parti-
cular ; but he has expressed his will to Michael,
very plainly, and told Lim what sort of connexion
he must make if hie marries at gll. Are Michael
has in consequence given up all talk of marriage
with a young woman hi# lead promised himselfto.”

“ Given up the connex;8n!® A grown man
like Michael give up th¢ woman he lad én-
gaged himsclf to, at another man’s bidding !
How can he sit laughing ad he did to-night ?”

“ 1 did not say he had givgn up the con-
nexion,” replied Jade, yery quietly’; * but he
has given up all talk of marriage. So you see

”

“1see I sMallohave nothing ts sey to.my
father on this part of the subject wf settling in
life.  But yous Janc,—~what are you dding and
thinking of 7 My father knows that she is on
safer ground with you than he can be wit his
sons. How ig it with you, sistgr?”

% What you say is very true. If Le chooses
to speak for Lis dauglter, heeping htr®in the
dark all the While, what &an she do but make
herself content to ke in the da'k, and turn her
mind epon something else? If mine is too full
of onc object or another, I Lope God will be

c
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mereiful with me, since I, have been under ano-
ther’s*brlaing all my days.”

“ It 2s hard —very Lard.”

S 1t is hard that othors,——t]mt Moyrgan, and [
Tare sqy Michacl, should Lnow more of what has
been samaand written m iy name than 1 do my-
self. Yes, Morgan. It is from her that T xnow

“ About Peck ?  That he wanted you before
Le thought of Patience !”

* Not only that.  Patience is welcome to her
lot,—though I do not see what nced have pre-
venled her taking mg place at the books, if my
father had not made vp his mmd to keep me by
him.  But that is nothing in comparison with—
sowe other things thay havebeen donei inmy name;
the treating a hxcurl as if he were an mnpostor,
and T a roynl princess ; while, all the time, 1 had
no such proud thoughts myself, God knows.”

“ Jlow came Morgan to tell you anvthing
about 1t 1 cygled Ilenr), eager tosfind some one
on whom to yent the mdlgnatlon that he was un-
willing %0 express in relation to his father

¢ Mo;{‘r.m was made a friend of by that per-
sow; and she is the kindest friend I have, you
may believe it, Henry.  She would have upheld
e in dmthmtr 4 might Lave chosen to do or to
say. $But L was doubtful whether it was not too
Jate'then ; and altogetper'I fancyeit was best to
get on as 1 didfor a time. ..And now I am set-
tled to my lot, you sce, and grown into.it. 1
am fully satisfied now with my way of life; and
it is not likely to'change.”
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“ Do you mean thaly you expecy to keep the
bogks, and be a thriity housewife, asfong® s vou
live 2 I it was necessary, well and r'ool But
iy father myst be cnormou\l) rich.”

Jane shook her Bead as she carcfully mpended
the #re, and observed thdt the times wer® such as
to alrm the wealthiest. © While ter® brother
made mnquiries about the busmv@s. and her share
of profit for her toils, she auswy ered with ler
habitual caution, and made no (mmmlmc.m(m
about the mercased Jdncome Which the three
mewbers of the family would receive in canse-
quence of the deaths of wln-d sle had this after-
uoon heard.”

© 8o you have no idea,” said Henry, “ how
long *l am to remain lLere, and what I am to do
next £ .

“ Ah! indeed T am afraid y8u will Lardly
know what to do with yéur days here, Henry.
1 have been thinking what can be managed as
to that,  You see we have no bool\k.hwi.the one
shelf-full that you have read many tymes already.
And wehave np fricnds; and we dine so carly ;
and the house itself, I am afraid, is gheg kind of
thing you have been dittle used to.  You 1may
qpeak out to me moie than you liked to do®to gy
father.”

Ilenry was looking about, him with e lalf
smile, and ownel that the glanting glass between
the windows did’ not, appear quite so grand a
mirror gs when he looked up into it fearfully, in
his childhood, wondering by Jwhat magic the
straight floor could be made 5 Jook so like a

C %
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very steep carpeted hiil. « He then thought that
no enfegtaitment could be grander than the new
year's eve, when Mr. Jerry Hill and his brother
ged to ‘come to drin punc h, angd were kind
enougk 1o take cach a boy ‘between his knees.
But now’ it seemed as if there would be bately
room for MY, Jerpy 11l and his brother to turn
themselves roynd in this very same parlour.

They would never spend another new year's
evehere § lhcy were dead! How? When?
Where? The news only arrived this day! and
Lis father and Michael goanerry ! Ienry could
not understand this.e

¢ But, Jane, do ndt trouble your head about
what amusement I am to find at home. 1If it
comes to that, I can sit in my old place i the
window-scat and read, let the carts clatter and
the sashes satfle as they may. WhatI W'mt to
know is how I am td employ mysclf. I shall
notdive idly, as you may suppose. I will not
accept of foqgl and clothes, to beded about for a
show as my fpthcrb learned son that was bred up
at the wiversity.”

* Cerguinly not,” said Jane, uneasily. ¢ Per~
haps in two or three day¢ something may turn
up to®scttle the matter. I dare say you had
rather go back tb college than do dnything clse ”

No. Jenry nqw fell mto pralsw of the life
of a country clergympin,’ living, in just such a
parsonage as he saw at Allgusford, when he was
staying there with his friend, Joln Stephens.

“ Are there any ladies at Mr. Stephens’s 77
inquired Jane.
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« Mus. Stephens and her danghter, and a friend
of JMius Stephens’s.  Ah! that is jast #h® kind
of settlement that I should hke; and Low casily
my father wight, 1f he .would—-—liut', as Yoy,
say, a few days will’ show ; and [ will Lawe pa-
tien®e wiil then. I canhot conceive what made
him ®end for me, unless’ he hias Somtthing in
view.”

Jane knitted in silence.

“Will you go with me to-morrow moriing,
Jane, to see poor Patignee I

Jane could not be gpared in the mornings ;
but she could step over befese dark in the even-
ing, and should be glad % introduce to Henry
some of lis new nephews and mieces; there
havitg been two brace of twins since Harry had
crossed the thréshold,  Harry thought Peck was
a very dutiful king's man.  He %hoteonly raised
taxcs wherewith to carry dn the king's wars, but
reared men to fight in them.

“ Why, Magap,” said he, “'I thought you
had gone to bed without bestowing a word on
me.  Gamnot you sif down with us forefive mi-
nutes ?” B

Morgan set down tie little tray with hot water
and a bottle of home-made wine, which she hjpd
brought unbidden and half featfully. She was
relieved by seeing her mistress brings aut the
sugar and glasses cheerfiglly from the cupboard,
and invite her brother to Lelp hanself, He did
so when he had filled a glass for Morgan.

When the candlewicks had grown long, and
the fire had fallen low, so prodigtous a knocking

c 3
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was heard ovcrlxe'ul as ngarly prevented Morgan
from ‘um*yinn* her last mouthful straight to its
destmation.  Mr. Farrer had heard their voices
Qo wakinlg from his fnst slee ‘?, and Jad no idea
of lhoughtlees young ])cople asting his coals and
caudles i such an idle ‘way,—as “if they dould
not talk by Gay- lmht' The glasses were ¢le epo-
sited so (.(n(‘fullv as to wake no jingle; the
slender candlés were oncé more lighted, and
Henry fqund time just to assure his sxster, ina
whisper, that he' had not_ secn a truer lady than
Moxgan since they had qul parted.  He picked
out one favouritg vlunfe from the single row of
beoks, to carry to kis chamber ; qhool\ hands
with his sister, and edged his way up the narrow
stairs, As he foundsthat the room seemedamade
to forbid all reading, unless it werc in bed, he
left his book ufiopened till the morning. It was
the first volume of poctry that he had cver

studied ; but as the window-curtain was puffed
to and fip, qpd a cutting dlaugl{ entered under
the' door, and the \vhole rooim was divided be-

tween the two, he put out bis flaging czm(lle, and
lay thinking poctry instéad of readmg it, while
thevgldams on the culmg, eand the drowsy sounds
from below, called up visions of his chlldhoud

which at last ifisensibly mingled with those of
sleen,
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M®acaN need not have exercised heroid office
of cAling Henry the next*mornings Bler knock
was heard at the accustomed® hour ;, but Henry
had been wakened Yong beforeeby horns, bells,
crics, and rumbling, which seeled to preceed
from ¢ above, about, and wundernéath,” and
which made him wonder how, in Lis childhood,
he could find it as diffichlt {0 open his eyes When
told that the day was cowe, as to be persuggled
to go to bed when he had laid hold of a new book
A certain childish questioneof Henry’s was held
in mirthful remembrance by his family, and
brought up by his father evewy time that he
showed his face at home,—¢ Why must one go
to bed? One no sooner goes to bed than one
has to get upgagain.” Such a happy oblivion of
the many intervefiing hours was no'Tonger found
practigable in the httle aparlmeht that shook
with every passing waggon; and how it could
ever have been attaiped was at least M grpat a
mystery now as the perpetual motion.

“ Well, Harry,” said his fakher, ¢ what a*pity
you should have troubled yourself to pull off your
clothes, as ygu had to pug them on again disectly!
Hey? But Ihought you were,of the same mind
last gight, by the ime you sat up. What kept
you up so late ?”

“ We had a great deal to_eay, father, after
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such a long absence. Jane had but little time
for writing kiters, you know, while I was away.”

« ] thimk you might have your talk bv dayhubt,
Wihat are you going to do with yourgclf to-day 2’

There was no lack ‘of sohething to do this
first day.e First, there tvas seeing the shop,—
being shownethe new ‘contrivance for obtathing
half 2 foot mor¢" room behind the counter,
and the better plan for sécuring the till, and
the evidence of Michael’s pretty taste in the
shape of & yellow lamb of spun butter, with two
currants for eyes, and a fine curly fleece, winch
might keep its heayy 4 whole fortnight longer,
if ,this seasonable March weather should last.
Opposite to the lamb was a tower of Babel, of
cheese, which had been crumbling for some ¢ime,
But, though the tower was infested with mice, it
was the generak opinion that it would outiast the
lamb. Then, while Jane settled hersclf, aproned,
shaw‘led, and mittened, at her desk, thefe was a
long story tg be told,—a story reglly interesting
1o Henry,——0t the perplexitie$ which had becn
dntroducgd info the trade by the (fluctuagions of
the duties on various arficles. When tobacco
was gorn&times to pay a taxeof 350 per cent., and
then novmore than 200, and then, on a sudden,
1200, how shoukl custom be regular, and the
trader know what to expect? A man must be
as wiSe as a Scripture pgpphet to knew what stock
to lay in when ¢here was ng depending on cus-
tom. Pcople would use twice as much tgbacco
one year as another; and a third more sugar;
and a fourth more'tea ; or would drop one article
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after another in a way ghat no mortal could fore-
te}l.
Why not foretell? Was it not cerlain that
when a tax gn an article of consumptidn was in-
acased, the consutiption’fell off in a definite prd-
por¥ion ?

(Qkite certain; but then came ir® arfother sort
of disturbance. When dutic} rose ,very high,
sinuggling was the *next thing #'and there was
no calculdting how smuggling might heep up the
demand. :

¢ Nor what new {axes it may lead to,” ob-
served Henry. ¢ If th® cgnsymption of tAxed
articles falls off, the revemue suffers; and if.at
the same time, smuggling increascs, new cx-
peuses are incurred for guavding the coast. The
people must pay both for the one and the other ;
and so, the next thing is to lay oh new taxes.”

“ Ahl” groaned the sld man, ¢ They begin
to talk of an income tax.”

Whatever Menry’s opinion of ap income tax
might be, he was ‘aware that few inflictions cbuld
be so dreadfyl to Iis father. Mt. Faryer, pos-
sessed, it was supposed, of nearly half a million,
managed to pay lesssin taxes than®m&t of his
neighbours who happened to have eight diundred
a year, and gpent it. Mr. Fanxer eschewed tux-
uries, exctpt a few of the mast unexpgngjve; e
was sparing af, comforts, gnd got off paying®more
to the state than any other man,who must have
comigon food, clothing, and house-room. 1lis
contributions must be prodigiously increased if
Le was to be made to pay ih sproportion to his
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income, It was a subject oit which none of his
familysdared ‘to speak, even on this morrow of a
piece of good fortune. The most moderate -
come tax‘would sweep away more than the addi-
Ton gajned by the dropping‘of the two lives in
the joint annuity.

 They had better nend their old wayséhan
try new,” said Michael. ¢ 1f they knew how,
they might get» more by clerv tax than it has
yielded yet. Péek says so. Ile says there is
not a taxed article eaten or drunk, or used, that
would not yield more if the tax was lowered ; and
Peck ought to kyow,”

¢ And you ought toknow, Mike, that you are
the last man that should wish for such a changs,”
said his father, with asly wink. Michacl's lnagh
made his brother uneasy; he scarcely kuew
why.

“ It is a great wrong, I think,” said Henry,
‘“to keep the poorer classes from the use of com-
forts and Juguries that they migl have, if the
stat¢ managed its plan of taxafion better.”

« Well, and so it is, Hetry ; and 1 often say
so when I see a poor man come for his tobacco,
and griifble‘at the price, awd threaten it shall be
the last¢ime; and a poor woman cheapen lher
ourdce of tea, and taste the butter and smell at
the chegsg, and go away without buying any of
them? As long as good gnanagement would serve
to satis{ly such poor creatures as’these, without
bringing an income tax upon their betters. it is
a shame there is no such management.”

* How much m8re would be consumed in your
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family, sir, if taxes on commodities were lowered
asg) ot would have them ?” .

“ 0, as for us, we have cvery thing we want,
as far as I know. , There might be httle or nes
difference in our own family; but 1 kno® there
woull be among our cuglomers.  Shqpkeepers
woul®wonder where all the crowd of'buyers came
from.”

« And the smugglers might turp tax- gatherers,
hey, tather 7

“ And there need ke no more talk of an in-
come tax,” said the okl gnan; < let the Fresch
Ihazen their matters out as twey=will.”

Henry was not very swm® of this, in his oivn
mind. It secemed to him that the more support
the state derived from taxes®on commodities, the
more clearly tile people would sce the injustice
of levyving the taxes upon those who’were com-
pelled to spend their whole income in the pur-
chase of comuodities, while the rich, who ckose
to hve very frugally, and hoard, migl#rescape the
payment of their due share. A customer now
ame in; and.hen the cheese-cellar had to be
visited ; and then Mr. Farrer wanted blenry to
£o with him to two o three neighbours’ houfes,
where there was a due admiration of the blessings
of a learned cQucation on the dne side, and on
the other 4 prodigious self-cemplaceney®akout
the liberality, ed the gedicrosity, and the wis-
dom, and the glory o8 making one*member of the
family @ great man, who should do honour to his
kith and kin. .

The evening was spent at Mrs. Peek's.
Mrs. Peek was able to receive herofamily at
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home,, thoygh she had not yet left the house
since her confinement. She was proud of having
a brothar who hLad been at college, though no
wne grumbled more at the expense than she did
by he} gwn fireside. $he was unwilling to, lose
this opportynity of showing bim off to some
neighbours; and when the party from Budge
Row enteted, Reek’s house, at five o’clock, they
perceived several shawls and calashes on the
window#eat in the passage which was called the
hall.  One of Mr. Farrey’s candles was flaring
in shis passage, and twe in the waiting-room, as
the children’s piay®place was called, and six in
the parlour, it being Mrs. Peek’s wish to have
eyery thing smart for the reception of Lier gen-
teel brother. The ample sofa and two arm-*chairs
were ranged ¢n one side, and four chairs on the
other.  When the dopr was thrown open, the
party in the ante-room saw two young ladies
tal® flight from the sofa across the room; and
by the t#E® that all had entered the parlour, five
maidens were wedged in g close rank, in front of
the three chairs which were next<Mrs, Pock’s.

Jhew steod looking shy during the introduc-
tion, gnd were made moré awkward still by the
odd gentleman jpsisting, as he seftled himself by
the fire, that one of those young ladies should
cowe'aid sit on<the sofa beside him. None of
them stirred. .

{* Miss Mills, suppose yOu take a sedt on the
sofa,” observed Mrs, Peek.

¢ No, thank, you, ma’am,” raid Miss Mills.

« Miss Anne Mills, won’t you take a seat on
the sqfa "
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< No, ma’am, thank®%ou.”

J* Then, Miss Baker, or Miss Grace——. My
fourth girl, Grace, is called after that yaung lady,
Henry ;—(Grace Raker ds a great favourite ¢f
oury). Grace, my dear, you will sit on_tife sofa,
1 .illg sure, What! nonesof you!”, (sgeing the
five dge themselves down on #he three chairs.)
“Dear me! and there’s so mugh rovn on the
other side! I believe I must go.to the sofa, and
then [Tenry will take my seat.”

Miss Mills looked elisposed to fly back again
to the sofa when Henry ook his scat beside der,
as directed.  She twisted thetiPs of her gloves,
looked down, said * Yes,*sir,” and “ No, sit,”
to all he observed, and soon found she must go
and dsk Mrs. Pcek after the dear little baby. At
this uncxpcctec'l movement, two out of the re-
maining four halfstarted, from their® chair, but
settled themsclyes again with a muttered, ¢« Now,
how: 1” and then the next began to twis®her.
gloves and lo® down, leaving, hd®wer, full a
third of a chair betwegn herself and the scholar.

Notlring could be done till Mr. Peek dame in,
further than to tell Henry which of tl young
ladies could play and Which could draw. iIénry
could only hope to hear them play, and to see
their drawipgs ; upon which Mrs. Peek was sorry
that her piano was put away in a room ‘up sfairs
till her girls sitonld be quaified to use it; but she
rang for a servant, Who was desir&d to tell master
Harryto step across for Miss Mills’ sketch-book,
and Master Michael to run ta Mr. Baker's for
Miss Grace Baker’s portfolio.

v
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“ The blue portfolio; ma’am,” Miss Baker
leancdforward to say on her sister's behalf,

“ 0! the blue portfolio, tell Master Michael.”

Mr. Peek came in. at lengths rubbing his
hands, and apologizing for having kept the ladies
waiting tor their tea; Jbut it was the privileye of
such a business ag his to take, in some measure,
hLis own times and scasons fpr doing things; and
this afternoon ,he had been paying one of his
official visits where he was least expected.

When Jane had statioged herself at the tea-
table; with a Miss Millg,te aid ler, and Peek had
ordered one little tidle to be brought for himself
and another for his tather-in-law, he addressed
bis conversation chiefly to the latter, observing
that the young schoiar’s part was to entertain the
young ladies. '

“ You khow the Browns,—the way they be-
haved to my wife and me about our nursemaid
that they tempted away? said Peek to Mr.
Fagrer. .. o

O yes; I hope you have served them out.”

¢ That I have, pretty well! They should have
taken gareewhat they were about in offending
me? T can always make Gut what are their busy
days, and then I pop in, and there is no end of
the stock-taking T make them go through. What
with weasuring the canisters, and weighing, and
peeping, and prying, - keep therr at it a pretty
time ; and that is what I have been about this
afternoon.”

« Can’t youcgtch them with a pound of smug-
gled stuff ?”
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“ Not an ounce. They know [ would if |
caild ; and that makes them take care and look
sharp.  What did you think of the last rummer
of toddy yousgot here ?” '

« Capital! Had Browyn anything to o with
tha®”

“Not he; but you shall have another to-
night, since you liked the lasi g much; and
Mr. Henry too, if he likes. But I suppose he
will be too busy playing commerce »with the
ladies?  That fine spirit was one of the good
things that one gets*by being gentle in vme’s
vocation, as 1 tell Patience #vfen she is cross;
and then I hold back sonfe nice present that I
was thinking of giving her.”

“Aye, aye. A little convenient blindness, 1
suppose, you find your account in sometimes ;
and who finds it out, among all the multitude of
articles that pay taxes ? Yes, yes, that is one of
the understood things in the business ;- as®*our
men of your tMbe give us to unders#uad.”

“ T hope you find them accommodating, sir 7”

“Yes; now we know how to manage them,
And they are wonderfully kind to Mike, agnsider-
ing all things.” ) '

Mike assented, with one of his loud laughs.

Henry yas listening to all this not the less for
his civility in handing tea, and amusing h¥s giext
neighbour. By taking i all that passed now
and when he was selted at cards, ’after Mrs. Peek
had made her excuses and withdrawn, he learned
more than he had known befoge,of the facilities
afforded to the collector of taxes on commodities,

D2
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of oppressing the humblé, and teasing the proud,
and shéitering the shabby, and aiding the fru-
dulent. ,He felt that he would rather be a
oreet-sweep than such an gxcisersan as Peek.
At bes, the office was a most bateful one.

He grew, less and, less able to give #ood
counsel at cards, an#¥ to admire figures and
landscapes, the louder grew Michael's mirth,
and the more tTlumorous Peek’s stories of how
he treated his victims, the small tradesmen. He
would not touch the spiriteand water so strongly
recemmmended, but bor¢ 1allying on preferring
the more lady-like  refreshmept of negus ‘and
swéet cake, He rouded himself to do what was
proper in shawling Miss Grace Baker; but it
was feared by his family that the young Iadies
would not be able to give so ‘hthusiastic an
account of ‘him at home as might have been, if
he had done himself justice. It was a great
pity!

4¢ Whateze clever fellow Pegk i%; he is made
for his business! Eh, Harry?” observed Mr.
'Farrer, ‘ns they turned hemewards, afier shaving
depositgd the Misses Mills.

“*He is made for his business as you say,
fasher.© What a cold night it:is !”_.

“Well ; I héped you caught a bit of what
Peek was saying » I thought it would entertain
you. We'll have himisome evestng soon; and
then I’ll make ‘nim tell somé¢ stories as good as
any you heard to-night, only not se news Do
you hear, Jepny» mind you fix Peek and
Patience for the first afternoon they can name
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next week, and we williave them al] to ourselves.
(gome, Mike, ring again. Itis goneten, £ warrant
Morgan and Sam are nodding at one another
on each side the fige.  Give it them well.”

Day afier day was filled up in somewha®a simi-
larpanner, nothing beingysaid of tlie pprpose for
which Ilenry was brougﬁt howme, or of his future
destination. He sqon became ggrer reconciled
than at first to his strange position, not'only
fromt becoming familiarized with 1t, bt because
London was astir with rumours of strange events
abroad, and with specylations on what cuasous
chapters in the hustory of ratfens were about to
be presented for men’s %eading. Mr. Farfer
made no objection to his son’s disappearance
durihg the greater part of the day, as he was
sure of bringihg home all the news at the end
of it. Sometimes he fell in with & procession
going to plant the trge of liberty on Kennington
Common; sometimes he had interesting eales
to tell of the Misfortunes of the emigreats, whom
his father ceased .for the time to compare to
locusts devouring the $ruits of the land, dr to the
wasps that swarmed among hise svgars in
summmer. Henry cofld bring the latest .tidfngs
of the progress of the riots in the countryson
account of the high price of food, and of certain
trials for sedition in which hisdieart seemd jo be
deeply engaged, though &e let his father rail on
at the traitors whd encouraged the people to
thinkethat governments could do wrong. Henry
saw all the reviews, and heardgfall the embark-

p 3
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ations of soldiers, and could tell how many new
clerks ‘whre taken on at the Bank, and whata
demand therc was for servants at the government
offices, and what spirits every body was in at
Portsntouth and Birmingham, while no one
knew what was to pe’ done with the ;fuor
wretches who tried an ineflectual riot in’ the
manufacturing, districts from time {o time. All
this passed wm Mr. Farrer for a very natural
Jove of rews, and was approved in as far as it
enabled him to say to hig superior customers,
“ My son who was at the University hears this,”
or says that, orelezows the other. But Jane
sdw that Henry the stbdent was not interested in
these vast movements of humanity as a mere
amusement to pass the time. Not in pursuit of
mere amusement was he often without food from
breakfast-tine ‘till he returned by lamp-light,
Not in pursuit of mere‘amysement Was he some-
times content to be wet through twice in a day;
sometimes feverish with excitemeat, and some-
times so silent that she left him unquestioned to
‘the deep emotions that were stirring within. She
‘occasignally wondered whether he had any
thdlights of entering the asmy. If he-was really
awxiots to be doing something, this seemed a
ready means ; yét she had some suspicion that his
patriotisxa was ngt of a kind to show itself in
that way ; and that ifghe fought,at all, it would
not be to avenge the late French King. How-
ever it might be, Jane felt her affection for this
brother grow &wit‘h her awe of his mysterious
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powers and tastes. She listened for his step
whien he was absent; intimated her'disgeft from
any passing censure upon him uttergd by his
father ; sawethat {ry shpes wert always ready
for him when Le came in ; received gratehully all
thaf he had to tell her, apd asked no {uestions.
She” struggled with all the might®that was to
prove at last too feeble a barrier 4o a devastating
passion, against the daily thougljts of food eaten
and clothes worn by one who was earhing
nothing ; satisfied hgrsell that though Henry
was no longer enjoyijpg the advantages, of
college, Lhe was living mceescheaply than he
could do there; and trusted, on the whole, tlfat
this way of life' might continuc some time.

One morning, Michael¥ cup of tea having
stood till it was cold, the discovery was made
that Michael was not at hom® *Mr. Farrer
dropped, with apparent ®carelessness, the news
that he would not return for two or three days;
and when Jafe had helped herseld tothe qolc{
tea, in order that it might not be wasted, nobody
seemed to think mor® pf the matter. - '

Half an hour after breakfast, bgfore Henry
had closed a certaia pocket volume in> Greck
which Le had been observed to read in at’all add
times, Mr. Fdrrer put his head M at the parlour-
door, with'

“I say, Hegry, we arg very busy in the shop
to-day, and Mike away.”

“JIndeed, sir! Shall I go out and find some-
body to help you?” .

“Very pretty! And you THitting here with
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nothing to do! Come yoftrself'; 1 will Lelp you
to find Mike's apron.”

Henry first laughed, and then, after an instant’s
%esitation, pocketed his book, and followed his
father.* While lhe was somewhat awkwardly
tying on, his apron, his sister saw him thrghiuh
the tiy window which gave her, in her retire-
ment a view pf the shop, gnd she called out to
know what he was doing,

“ ] am~ going to try to cut bacon and weigh
butter as well as Michael.”

“Ts it your own fancy ¥

“ My father putit into my head; but it is
my own will to do it 1l Michael comes back.”

There was no more to be said; but Jane
reddened all over; and when she saw the first
customer come in, and Mr. Farrer stand over
Henry to ste fim guess at the weight of soap
required, Jane lost all power' 6f casung up the
colemm of figures over which her pen was sus-
perded. >
. It was told in many a neighbour’s house that
day that theie was a new shopman at Farrer's,
who wss dead-slow at tying up parcels, and
llac'ke(l‘ sadly at the cheele, as if he did not
kirow an ounce from a pound at sight. Henry
was not aware how far he was from being worthy
to 1iv8l Michael. ¢ It requires some practice to
achieve the peculiar fvirl and jerk with which
an adroit shophan ties up #hd delivers a parcel
10 a fair dealer ; and Henry knew nothing yet
of the art of, jpking with the maidens and
coaxing the malrons among his customers.
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When weary, sick, ard inwardly troubled to a
degree for which he could scarcely ccoultt, he
came in from seeing that the shuttgrs were
properly closqd, and from,purifying himsclf from
the defilements of the counter, his father hailed
him§ith, ‘ '

«“ Well done, Harry! You will do very well
soon, and make up, for the chegse «you have
crumbled to-day. You will manage not to spill
s0 much sugar to-morrow, perhaps. »And®by
the end of the vear, we shall sce what sort of a
younger pariner’s share we can afford you.’. ,

“You do not mecan {hat dwam to spend a
whole year as I have spent €o-day, father 77 -+

“Indeed but I do, though; and as many more
vearseas you have to live. My father made his
fortune in this *same business, and I mcan my
sons to do the same.”

Henry answered by handing Lis father the
candle to light his pipe.

“I say, Haey,” the old man resumed, after a
long silence, “ you go into the shop to-morrow
morning.” '

“ Certainly ; till Michael comes hack; if, as
you said this morningphe returns before tie énd
of the week.” '

“ And after he comes back. e will put you
in the way better than I can, yqu’ll find.”

“ After he eqynes back,l hope to find mcans
of using the educaticn you have given me, father.
1t wogld be all Jost if I were to be a grocer.”

Mr. Farrer could see nothing but loss in
following any other ,occupation, and ingratitude
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m hesitating to accept & provision which would
enable sHehry to become, ke his brother gud
sisters, a, public creditor on very advantageous
terms. He let his sow morg intoathe secict of
bis wealth than he had cver done before ; and
when Lé found this coufidence of no aval ff Lis
purposc, was vexed at his communicativéness,
grew very apgry, threw down his pipe, and
ordered the fangly 1o bed.

The rext day, and the next, all went on so
smoothly in the shop that each partly hoped the
otker had relented. Qx the Frday evenmg,
Michael returnces=in high spirits, his talk savour-
My of the sca as Ius tlothes did of tobacco.  On
Saturday morning, Henry was missing in his
turn. Morgan appeared with red eyes v say
that he had gone out with his" blue bag very
early, and’ had left the letter she now dehivered
to her master, St

Lhis letter was read, crumpled up and thrown
upder thesgrate in silencg. Jane afterwards
took possession of it; and found that Henry
valued his education too highly not to make the
best use he could of it; that he was quite of his
fathef s opinion that it was a sin to remain at
bome' in idleness; that he would therefore
endeavour to obtain immediate et ployment and
indgpendence ; that he would come and see bis
father as soon as Ife had angwhing to com-
municate, and®should be always.on the watch to
repay by any duty and attention in hiscpower
the obligatiog lie was under for the advantages
he had enjoyed.
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Morgan had no intefligence to giye of gvhere
Heury was gone. Ie had left Ius lovefor his
sister, and an assurance that he would sce her
soon and oéten. sMorgan trusted she might
take his word for his not feeling himself®* put
upof’ or ill-regarded in she family. JHe had
assured her that his feelings for them were as
kind as ever, as hehoped to shq, if occasion
should arise.  Might she believe ths ?

Janc trusted that she might ;—would not let
his chamber be disarranged just at present; and
went to her place of buginess to start at every
11T -pat that passed the wiftow.

Cuarrer IT1.
DEATH-CHAMBER SOOTHINGS.

Mpu, Farrer seemed to be somewhat surprised
to see that Heflry’s, coat was still black and still
glgesy when he called, as he promised, to see his
family. » A vague image of a tattered shirt, a
wallet and ouldy crusts, had floatedsbefage the
old man’s mind as offen as he prophesieg that
Harry would cpme begging to Lis father's doow;
whereas Ilenry seemed to have nothing to
complain of, did not ask forsanything' t8 gat,
never mentiohed monew® and looked very
cheerful. It was itfipossible to pronounce him
paler ¢han usual ; and, what was more surprising,
he 'mnade no mysterics, but told aJl that he was
asked to tell. Nopody inquired whether he
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was married, and none but Janc desired to know
where he livel. But the circumstance of ‘is
having ebtained employment that would suflice
for the present was related ; wnd he endeavoured
to explajn to his father the nature of the literary
occupations, in which he was engaged ; but Ahen
he had once acknowledged that they did not
bring him’ in~€o much per week as his brother’s
labgurs afforded, Mr. Farrer did not desire to
hear an§thing more.

“ Jane, you will conze and see me?” said
Henry, when they were dlone.
¢ My father siF% you had better come here.”
“ Well, so I shall; but you will look in upon
me some day ? I hpve something to show you”

“ Perhaps you can bring it here., My father——"

¢ Oh, he forbids your visiting me. Yes, I shall
certainly come here, and soon. Do you know,
Jane, I think my father looks ill.”

« He is harassed about business just now ;—
net about the part you have takén; for le said
yesterday that people are better out of business
in such times.” o '

‘¢ What is the matter? Does his custom fall
off" ’!”?Yh °

©¢ Very much; and his profits are Jess and
less. [Everything is so taxed,—everything that
theccBmmon people must have,—(and they are
the custoniers that sigify most, ffom their num-
ber)—that théy go without“tea and sugar, and
sgve iff soap and candles moré'than youswould
stippose ; and. kesides, all thig dearness mdkes
wages rise every where Mﬂd‘%ﬁ!ﬂ that directly

«

«
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in the fall of our prodts. If things getymuch
wgrse, we shall soon be Jaying by noththg. It
will be as much as we can do to make whe year’s

ains answer,the ygar's expenses.” ‘

“That will be a very bad thing if it gothes to
be tye case of the whole nation, Jaye :Jbut I do
not think that my father and you need mind it,—
so much as you have, both accumwigtet. [tisa
bad state of things, however. IJave you seen
Dr. Say about my father ?”

“Why,no. 1 think that he would be alarmed
at my mentioning such g thing; and as I know
his alments to be'from an “fmeasy mind—
However, I will watch hii#, and if he does not
get better But he looks particularly ill to-
day.”s

 He does indleed.”

Morgan was waiting near tlle door when
IHenry went out.

“1 take shame, Mr. Henry, my dear,” skid
she, “ that I di# not, half believe you tn what yea
said, the morning you went away, about coming
again, and going to be happy.”’

“ Well, Morgan, you believe me new #’

“Yes, my dear, I*do; and I feel, by, your
looks, that there is some great reason behind.
Do you kr.low,' I should say, if it was not a
strange thing to say, Mr. Henny,—I shoufll éay
you were marmed.” - ’

“That is a strang® guess, Morgan. Suppose
you gome, some* day, and see; and, "if you
bring Jane with oy, 80 much the petter.” '

*“Ah! mysdeaf.iit .would be a wholesome

E
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chant*e for ler, so mucl as she goes through
with mj master. You may believe me I hc“'n:
her half the night, stealing about to watch Iis
sleep, when by chance he gets anyaquiet sleep ;
and at‘-other times comfoxtmo him.”

T ¢ Doy, xou mean tha he suffers much ?”

“In mind; Mr Henry.  What can they expect

whom God mits to be deluded about what
hey should scck 7 Be sure you take care, Sir,
1o provide for your own household; but I hupc,
never to hear you tossing jn your bed because of
the doubt whether you will have three tnncs or
only twice as muek gold as yoa can use.’

* «Trecat him tenderly, Morgan; and sond for
me whenever you think I can be of any use.’

“My dear, there fs not a sick cluld crying for
its broken toy that I would treat so tenderly as
your fathet,—é&ven if I had not Miss Jane before
me for a pattern. I will send for you, T promise
yor; but it is little that any of us can do when
it scomes to" be a matter of seriots illness. We
brought neither gold nor frlends into this world,
and ’tlb certain we cannof carry them owut; but
what 'vou «an do for your father, you shall be
caﬂea to do, Sir. However, as Michael says, if
there comes a flow of custom to make his mind
easy, he may be as well as ever.”

N& such flow, of custom came, and various
circumstances concurfed to lower Mr. Farrer’s
spirits, and therefore aggravate lLis disease.
‘Withinrthe next eight months, nearly a thqusand
bankruptcies bqre testimony to the grievous
nature of the burdens under which trade was
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sulfering. TRumours of the approaching down-
faJl of church and state were cireulafed with
sufticient emphasis to shake the negves of a
gick man whe hadwvery little notion of a depend-
ence on anything but church and state.  Besides
thisy he did not see that i§ was now pgssible for
him to be wecll against New Year's Jve,s—the
festival occasion of those whose lixgs had alforded
a subject of mutual money-spe¢ulation; and if
he could not be well op this anniversare, he'was
convinced he should Re dead. Every time that
Henry went, he thought worse of his father’s
case, however flattering miglLwbe the physician’s
reports and assurances. There was no thoullit
of removing him ; for thc. first attempt would
have® been the death of him. Where he was
born and bred; there he must die; and the best
kindness was to wrap him in his §redt-coat, and
Iet him sit behind the tounter, ordering, and
chatting, and weighing pennyworths, and finding,
fault with evéy bpdy, from Mr. Pitt down,to
Sam the shop-boy.

The slast morning of the year broke® bright
and cheery. When Morgan issued frgm the
shop, dressed in her fd cloak and round'ibeﬁver
over a mob-cap,—the Welsh costume which she
continued , to ~ wear,—the copp'er sun showed
himself behind the opposite chimney? ,and
glistened on the candies }n the window and the
icicles which hun@ from the oluside cornice.
Mang a cheery sound was in the frosty air,—
the laughter of children sliding ip the Row, the
newsman’s call, the clatter of horscsg’ feet over

B
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the slippery pavement, ard the jangle of cans at
the sfali where hot coffee was sold at the strept-
corner. ,All this was strange to the eyes and
ears of Morgan, not only frem hey being unac-
custosed to walk abroad, but from its contrast
with the’scene she hag just left. /
When slie had quitted Mr. Farrer’s 'sick
chamber, the ged daylight had begun to glimmer
through the green stuff window curtain, giving a
signal tehave done with the yellow candlelight,
and to speak some words pf cheer to the patient
on. the coming of a neweday. Mr, Farrer had
looked dreadfullyil]l in the flickering gleam of
the fire, as he sat in the arm-chair from which his
oppressed bxeathinﬁ forbade hLim to move;
but in the daylight he looked absolutely ghastly,
and Morgan s that no time was to be lost in
summoning Hénry, under pretence of purchasing
a gallon of wine.
_ Her master had called her back to forbid her
buying wine while there was so much in the house ;
but she was gone beyond the reach of his feeble
"voice, ‘and the other pessons who wera in the
room were for the wine being bought. Dr. Say,
an ‘apUthecary who passed very well for a phy-
sieian’in this neighbourhood, declared that home-
made raisin wine was by no means likely to agree
witly the patient, or support his strength; and
Peck, the son-in-law, fzminded the old gentleman
that the cosfeof the wine wotild come out of his
estate, as it was little likely that he would kive to
pay the bill. R
“ You yourseif said,” uttered the old man in
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the intervals of his pangings, ¢ you said, only last
week, that few drink foreion wine that spetd less
titn their six hundred a-year. T don’t spend six
hundred a-year; and Jane's raisin wine might
serve my turh.”

¢ That was in talking about thc taxes,—ihe
tax Miat doubles the cost *of wine.® I°don’t sce
why people of three hundred a-year should not
drink as much as th#se that spend six, if the cost
of wine was but half what itis; &specially ifthey
be sick and dying.—And a fine thing it would be
for the wine trade, s@eing that there are many
more people who spend three Jundred a-year than
six. So both the makers and the drinkers have
reason to be vexed that for every gallon of wine
that ’pught to cost five shillings, they have to pay
ten.’

“ Now, Mr. Peek, do not make my father dis-
gontented with his wine before he tastes it,” said
Jane, observing the sltade that came over the,old
man’s face at {ie mention of the price.

« Q, that necd flot be. Ile must have Had
wine fog to-night, yowknow, if he had been well,
and brandy into the bargain, if Jeryy Ilill and
his brother had been alive—DBut, sir, if youind
fault with the wine-duty, what would you®havg ?
There is no help for it but an income tax, and
you don’t 1ike that, you tell me.—Dear ree, Dr.
Say, lovk how, white he tugns, ind how his feeth
chatter. He is failmg very fast, poor soul!”

“ Confound the income tax! The very talk
of it has been the death of me,” Mr. Farrer had
still strength to say.

B3
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¢« Mr. Peek, I wish yoy would leave off talking
about cuch things,” said Jane. ¢ Do not you
see that'my father cannot bear it ?”

“ Why, dear me, Jane, don’t you know that
there is nothing k& is so fond of talking about as
that that hie and I know wmost about? Why. he
is never ‘tired of asking me about what 1 ‘meet
with in the way, of my business !”’

« Well! te?him stories to amuse him, if you
like; bug don’t‘threaten him with the income tax
any more.”

“ With all my heart. Ele shall carry none but
pleasant ideas to Qs gtave for me.—I say, sir,
[. should think you ;must sell a good many
more candles since the duty came off, don’t you?
—Ah! I find thet difference in some of the
poorer houses fggo into. A halfpenny a pound
on tallow candles was a tax: ?

“ That prevented many a patient of mine from
beipg properly nursed,” said Dr. Say. *° When
people are just so poor as not to afford much
cahdlelight, such a tax as that dooms many sick
‘to tossabout in the daik, frightened at their own
fancies, when a light, to show things as they are,
wouldrhave composed them to sleep.  That wasa
bad tax : the riclf using few tallow candles.”

¢ If that be kad, the others were worse ;—that
on coftages with less than seven windows ! Lord !
1 slall never forget what work I, used to have
and to hear of. about "that tux. “He must have
been a pervérse genins that thought of thgs tax,
and deserved 1o be put intoa cottage of two win-
dows himself.~~Po you hear, Mr. Farrer, that is
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over and gone ; and I suppose you used to pay
a tax upon Morgan that you are not agked for
n(m ?)’ .

Mr. Farrer now,_ proved himself stifl able to
laugh, while fle told how he nePer paid a fagthing
for Morgan before thestax on femalesservants
had Meen repealed. Morghn believad herself to
be the fiftieth cousin of the family; and on the
days when the tax-gutherer was ex gected, Farrer
always contrived that Morgan should be seated
at some employment found for her in the parlour,
and called a relation §f the family. Jane now
understood for the first time why her father was
upon occasion so strangely, peremptory about the
sofa cover being patched, or his shirts mended, by
noongbut Morgan, and nowhere but in the parlour.
The repeal of these three assesseg, taxes, and of a
fourth,—on carts and waggons,;—was acknow-
ledged to be an improvemgnt on old management,
however grievous might be the actual burdens,
and the great gne now in prospect. :

In pursuance of® Lis plan to give Mr. Farter
none but pleasant ideas to_carry to the grave,
Peek proceeded to observe on the capability of
the country to bear much heavier birders, than
formerly. = Arkwright alone.Jiad provided the
means of paying a large amount.of taxes, by en-
dowing the country with the vast reseurcegof the
cotton manufagture. )

“ And what’ came of it all?’, muttered Mr.
Farrep,  There is Arkwright in his grave, just
like any other man,”
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¢ That’s very true; and just as if he had had
no mqye than his three hundred a-year all his
days. But it was a noble thing that he did—
_the enabliog the country to bear up in such times
as we live in.  For my part, { think the minister
wmay very, fairly ask for anore money when such
a piece of geod luck Ifas befallen us as our cotton
manufacture turnd out to be. I'm not so much
against the waf, since thereds this way of paying
for jt.” . )

“You forget we arc in debt, Peek. ¢ Duty
first, and pleasure afterwards,’ [ say. ¢Charity
begins at home,” say L. ‘Pay the debt first, and
then go to war, if You must.”

Some other improvements will turn up, time
enough to pay the debt, I dare say. When the
war Is done, the minister has only to find some-
body, like JArkwright, that will make a grand
invention, and then Le, can pay off the debt at
his leisure.” .

“ No, never,” cried Farrer, in g stronger voice
than Jane thought he could mow exert. * You
will see Arkwright in the next world before you
see his like in this, I knew Arkwright. And
as fpr the Uebt,—how is that ever to be paid ?
The cquntry is ruiged, and God knows what will
bécome of my li;]t% savings !I” .

Ang the old man wept as if he had already
lost its all. It was always a melancholy fact to
him that Arkwright, whom ke hid been wont to
consider the happiest of men, had been obliged to
go away from his wealth ;—to die like other men,
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Peck attempted to confort him, regardless of
thg frowning looks of Dr. Say, and of Jane's
hints to hold his tongue. ,

* Why, all, that-requires to be taken care of
will go to Jane, [ suppose, though some o{*your
things would be more stitaBle to my Wife than
to any single woman. That ie.a niCe mattress ;
and indeed the bedding altogethar is just what
would suit our brown chamber, as ¥ was saying
to my wife. But I suppose Jane is to have”all
that sort of thing ?” |

¢ Mr. Peek, you wilb cither go away or leave
off talking in that manneér,” ssd Jane, moving
away the empty tankard from which he had drunk
his morning ale.

¢ Mr. Farrer will enjoy niany a good night in
that very bed, when we have subdued the little
obstruction that aflects the breathing,” observed
Dr. Say, soothingly.

¢« We all know better than that,” said Peek,
with an ostentatioug sigh. ¢ It is hard to leaye
what it costs such a world of pains to get. I've
heard wou say, Mr. Farrer, how proud you
were when you got a watch, as a young man.
That’s it, I suppose, over the chimney-piece} dnd
a deal of silver there must & in it, frolm the
weight. I suppose this falls to Jdne too? It will
go on, tick, tick, just the same as ever,” @ ,

Mr. Farrer forgot his yain while he watched
Peek’s method of handling the 8ld watch, and
followed his speculations about the disposal of
his property. s .

‘“ And do you think that singing-bird will miss
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you ?” asked Peek nodiing to the siskin in its
cage¥ ¢ I'have heard of birds that have pn}ed
as they 52y dogs do, from the day of their master’s
death. But my children woyld sqon teach your
Teddy a merry ditty, and cure him of moping.’

« Jare, don’t let gny body but Morgan move
that bird out of the house : do you hear ?” said
Farrer.

“Itis nof)orly s bird but your’s, father. No-
body shall touch it.” And Jane set Teddy sing-
ing, in hopes of stopping Peek’s speculations.

“% And there’s the old punch-bowl,” continued
the son-in-law, a® soon as there was again si-
lence, ¢ That will ke yours of course, Jane?”

0, our good friend will make punch many a
time yet out of that'bowl, when we shall huve set
up his appetite,” declared Dr. Say.

¢ No, ifo, Doctor. He will never make punch
again in this world.” *

There was a pause after thiy positive declara-
tion, which was broken by Farrér saying to his
daughter,

“ You don’t say anything against ét. You
don’t think you had rather not have the things.”

Uie replied in a manrter which showed great
oonflitt and agod¥ of mind.  She should feel like
a child, if her Tather must leave’ her, She had
nevef lived without him.  She did not know that
she could conduct hefself and her affairs without
him. She wds in a terror ‘When she thought of
it, and her mind was full of reproach

“Ah! youll be marrying, next thing, and all
my things will be going nobody knows where,
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But as for reproachings yourself,—no need of
tha&, so far, for you have been a gobod dauhter
to me.” '

Jane declared that she had no thoughts of
marrying, :

“ Come, Doctor, which, way are you* going ?
Will you walk with me ? said Peeks whose ap-
prehensions about the final destjpation of the
property were roused by the sentimettal regards
which Dr. Say began to cast upoh Jang when
the conversation took this turn.  Dr. Say was in
no hurry; could not thipk of leaving his patignt;
would stay to see the effedt of the wine,—and so
forth. The old man stretched his feeble hand
towards the doctor’s skirt, and begged him to
remain.—One reason of his wish was that he felt
as if he shouid not die whilst his doctor was by
his side ; and another was that he wisled for the
presence of a stranger while Henry was with
Lim, and Henry was ndw coming up stairs.

“ They say d am going, Harry; and now
perhaps you will be” sorry that you did not do
all that [, bade you.”

T always have been sorry, father, that I could
not.”

“T should like to know, Boctor, how ong
should manage*one’s sons now-asdays. Here's
Harry won't follow my business for all I caresay ;
and Mike is legving the gshop to take car of
itself, while I am laid fast m this way. [e was
to havg been back three days ago ; and not a word
have we heard of him, and don’t know where to
send to him.  One must look to dne’s daughters,
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after all—though my fatker never had to say that
of we.. I was inthe very middle of counting
our stock of short moulds when I was called up
stairs to see him die.—Well, Henry ; I have left
you npthing, I give you notice.”

¢« Indeed, father, I gm able to earn what I
want; and 4 haye to ithank you for this. You
hiive given mg already more than the wealth of
the world ; ®ad I shall nevér forget it.”

« I dpn’t very well know what you mean ; but
I can fancy about (the not forgetting. I saw a
meon over the church thgre »

The old man ,was tvidently wandering after
some idea of what he had observed on the night
after his father’s death, and many nights since;
and with this he mifed up some strange anxicties
about the neglect of the shop this day. Within
a few minutespPeek was gone to be a Job’s com-
orter to his dawdling wife, assuring her that she
could not, by any exertion, arrive in Budge Row
in time to sce her father alive; Jane was trying
to pacify the old man by attending behind the
counter ; while Dr, S8ay and Henry remaiped with
the pdtient. Henry did not choose to be alone
with ghim, lest any fit of generosity should seize
]}js f&her, and cause dissension among the more
dutiful of the children.

A few more hours were spent in the restless,
fruhuless, disheartening cares which form the
greatest part of the humiliation of the sick-room :
the shutting out the light that is irksome, and
then restoring it because the darkness is oppres-
sive; the preparing food which,is not to be
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tasted, and offering drin® which cannot be swal-
lowed ; the changing the posture perpet&ally,
because each is more uneasy than the Jast. A
few hours of tlxis, ayd of multerings about Jerry
Hill and his brother, which indicated that some
idea of the day and its cirgumstances was pre-
sent to the dying man,—a few hours®of extraor-
dinary seif-restrant to Jane, amd anxiety to
Morgan, and all was dver. .

Patience came five minutes too lata.  She
found the shop-boy standing with eyes and mouth
wide, instead of attending to a customer. .Ie
could only relate that M—srgan.bad just shown
herself at the inside door, dooking very grave,
and that Miss Iarrer had turned very white, and
gone yp stairs; so that he whs sure his master
was dead. The customer was oflicious in helping
to half-close the shutters, and so 8bliging as to
go elséwhere for what he evanted, spreading as
Lie went the news of the death of the rich old
fellow, Farrer tle grocer.

Where was Michael 2 This was a question
asked mgny times befdrg night-fall by one or
other of the household. None could gnswer it;
not even she who knew most about Miclefs
proceedings, and to whom Morgan condescehded
to go in person®*in scarch of information. The
young womin was as much at a loss as®any
body, and so egtremely gneasy that Morgan
found in her heart to ‘pity her.

Wheye was Michael ?  This was the question
that returned upon Jane’s mind and  heart in the
dead stillness of the night, when, by her own

¥
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de‘sir(:, she was sitting up alone beside her father’s
corpse., She would not hear of Henry’s stayipg,
and forhade Morgan's remaining beyond the
usual early hours of the houss.

Shi: turned the watch with its face to the wall,
when slig had wound it ‘up; for she did not wish
ta know whén midnight and the new year came.
It was a gusty night, and she hoped not to hear
the church-ciock sirike.  She heard instead the
voices cf the party assembled in the house that
day twelvemonth,—the little party of friends
whose hopes of wealth cepended individually on
the chance of swviving the rest.  What would
she not now give t¢ be set back to that time!
The intervening year had disclosed to her some-
thing that she did not fully know before;—that
she was being devoured by the “growing passion
of avarice, Sne had felt joy at the death of
Jerry Hill's brother, though the time had been
when the bare idea of his death weighed upon
her heart for days! She had betn unable to tell
her father that she did not wish for what he had
to leave. And now,—what did she desire to
hear rabovt Michael? If he had formed bad
co%n't:xions,——if Lie was playing a desperate game
with smugglers,—if he should now marry the
mother of hig" children, and thus distribute by
whgicsale the wealth his father had saved, and
squander the large Zunuity which had fallen to
him as to her, from their befng the sole survivors
of the lot of lives,—what, in such a risk, would
be the best pews she could hear of Michael?
She started from her seat in horror as soon as
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she became counscious #at she liad entertained
thg question,  She uncovered the Taceodl the
corpse.  She had never before seen thosg restless
features immgyeablg,—not even in sleep. The
eyes had never before refused to look upow her,
the lips to answer to her.  Jf he no longer cared
for her, who should care?  The feellng of deso-
lation came over her strongly ; sand when ler
heart bounded for al instant at tAc thought of
her wealth, and then sank, as a vivid pictiee cfine
before her of Michael struggling and sinking in
this night’s stormy sea,eshe was completely over-
powered.  The hght swat befwre her eyes, the
corpse scemed to rise upein the bed; the gust
that swept along the narrow street, and the clate
ter ofshail against the windoWw at the instant, ter-
rified her unaccountably. Something grasped her
tight round the throat; something epulled her
clothes behind ; something looked down from the
top of the bed. Shrieks woke Morgan from the
sleep which has jus.t overtaken her, and brougpt
her down in the dark, stumbling against the shiver-
ing shop-boy, who hatl ,come out upon the stairs
because he dared not stay in his own yoom.

At the sight of Mowgan, standing half dagsted
at the door, Jane became instantly quiet.® She
sank into a chdir, while Morgan walked straight
to the bed ; her first idea being that the ol# man
was not dead, apd that sonfe movement of Lig’had
terrified her mistress. V&l}len slee saw that all
was sgill, she turned to Jane with an anxious look
of mquiry.

¥ 2
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“ Morgan Michael ig dead ; I think heis. I
killegoLim ;"1 am sure I did! v’

“ No, Mlss Jane ; there is some difference be-
tween wmhmg a man dead apd kiljJing him !”

“ How do you know? Who told you about
it "y asked Jane, thh chattering teeth.

“ There fs a lk,ht in your eyes, and a heat on
your cheeks, that told me long ago more than
you knew yourself. I hLaVe scen you ‘grow a
chitrd again, my dear, when every body got to
regard you as a staid woman.’

“ No, no; I wishl was—I wish I was a child
again.’

* Why, my dea\, 'vhat can be more childish
thgn grasping at what you cannot use, and giving
up all that is precidus for the sake of whst you
grow less and less able to enjoy ?”

b God knows I have nothing left that is pre-
cious,” murmured Jane, sinking into tears.

“ Yes, you have. Even they that did you the
“cruelest harm,—-—that turned you¢ heart in upon
itself for their own selfish ends, could not take
from you all that is precious, as long.as God
makes men into families. My dear, if you see
noshjg to make you forget your gold in what I
saw fnis morning, you deserve nothing better
than go]d and' 1 shall consider 'you given over
entiredy. If you do not despise your money in
contparison  with " your. brother Henry and his
lady, itis a pwy you are their sister.”

“ His lady! What lady ?”

“ His wife, ma’am ; I saw her this mommsz.
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A pretty lady she is,—so0 young, and speaking
English that I could hardly make out withumt the
hc}p of her bright face.  And there was her fa
ther too, who cowld not speak to me at all,
though he talked fast enough with his davghter.
And Mr. Henry was very busy with his books
and papers, in a corner of "the Joont where they
Lave hung up a curtain, that he¢ may be, in_a
manner, by himself? for they lase not over-
much room. You will see no gold by geing
there ; bute—="

“ But why ? I g his sister, and he never
took me there; and—*

“ You were too rich, Miss Jane, not to want
more money ; so they waited till you could not
tax them with interfering wish vour dues. If you
had asked, Mr. 41enry would have told you every
thing. As it is, he will bring kis wife to-mor-
row, ind you will be all, the better friends for
there being no talk of dividing money between

ou.”

« Ah! Morgan,” said Jane, becoming calm
in proportion as she was humbled, « you will:
leave me and go to them; you will }eave me to
such service as gold can buy !”’

 Never, my dear. You must have soiae ope
to put you in*mind what great«things you can
do, and wliat great things you have done fr one
whom not even,you could anake happy, after®all.”
And she cast a socrow[ul look upon the corpse.
“ Yqu will want some one to hush you and
bring you round again when you take such fits
as you have had to-night; and this ;me of to-

Fi
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night Will not be the lag., my dear, if you keep
your 4rind ‘and conscience on the rack about
money.” , You will want somebody to Lelp you to
be thankful if Providence should be graciously
pleased to lessen your wealth. And if the worst
comes tc the worst, my dear, you will want some-
body to covér your sin before the world, and to
watch privately for any fair moment for soften-
ing your heart. So I shéll stay by you, and
alwuys jnaintain what a noble and tender heart
you once had, up to this very midnight, Miss
Jane,” .

For the next heur,—while her father’s remains
lay at hand, and she was hearing of Henry, and
meditating on his story,—Jane felt some of the
disgust at mere wealth, as an object, that iscoften
expressed, but which was a new-fecling to her.
Her mind gradually became confused while con-
templating the uncertainty and emptiness of the
life that Jay hefore her; ahd she dropped asleep
in her father’s chair, giving her okl friend oppor-
tuhity at last to shed the many tears she had
‘repressed under the appehrance of sternness,
when to be stern was the truest kindness. She
aftacwards preserved a mach more distinct re-
cqllection than Jane'of the conversation of the
night. ‘ ¢

€
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Tue only article of his father’s Property that
Henry coveted was the bird, which Peck had
rightly supposed was' to be Jane’s* Henry be-
lieved that Teddy had originally” been admfitted
into the household for his sake, so expressly
had it been given inte his boyish charge;. but
e would not now ask for it the more for this.
He would not bave allowed his wife to pick up a
pin from any floor of that house, or have stop-
ped a cough, unasked, with’ a morsel of candy
from the window. But there was one who re-
membered how he had begged cantly for the bird,
in old days, and helped it to sing, and been mind-
ful of its wants wheh every one else was too
busy to attend®o them. There was one who npt
only remembered this, (for Jane had quite as good
a memory,) but acted uyon the suggestion® Mor-'
gan made bold to carry the bird to Mr. Henry’s
lodgings, with bhis sister’s love, and mosgdver
with an ample supply of seeds, and a choice’git of
candy to peck at. .

There was it amusing itself, now gentljp twit-
tering, and new pouring fut its song, as one of
the short days of Winter closed in, and the little
partyein Henry's lodgings prepared for their
evening labours. These three,—Henry, his wife,
and his father-in-law,—were at no leisure to loll
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by the fireside and talkeof war and revolution;
or togass from gaiety to gaicty, shaking their
heads the while about the mine of treason y which
was about to be sprung bengath their feet, the
pervessity of the people, and thé appruaclunrr
downfallrof monarchy, T'hey were neither trea-
sonable flor sperverse, nor desirous of overthrow-
ing the monarghy ; but they rescmbled the peo-
ple in so far as it was necessary for them to work
m-sxdet,to live.” These long winter evenings were
favourable to their olq;ects, and now Marie
lighted the lamp, brought, out paper and ink, and
applied herself tq her Eask while her father and
her husband sat dowy towethu to compose that
which she should afterwards transcribe. Ienry’s
literary occupation whs not merely classical proof-
correcting ; though this was his principal resource
for bread, eHa was the largesty—-almost the sole
contributor to a very popular publication, which,
by its talent, and, yet more, its plain speaking,
gave great annoyance 10 certain «f the ministry,
nfuch satisfaction to the opposition, and to a
-large proportion of the, reading population of
London,  Henry would have acknowledged to
allethe world, if he could, that the work owed
mucheof its value and attraction to the assistance
of his father-in-law, who had lived long enough
in Ergland to understand a great deal of its
donfestic as we}l as tforexgn palitical interests,
and brought to_his task a lfrge share of knows
ledge and wisdom from his observation of the
affairs of the continent, and his experience of
their vicissitude. M. Verblanc was oue of the
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earliest emigrants to this country, whither he
carge intending to deposit his daughter, m re-
turn to be uscful; but the march of events was
too rapid. Moderate men had lost their influence,
and ran but too much risk of losing their Leads,
and he stayed to be useful lere till his *country
should stretch forth her arms again o welcome
suchmen as lie. HenryFarrer had bacome attached
to his daughter while *she was residing with the
Stephenses; and as there seemed to M. Verbiafic
a strang probability that the children of two very
rich fathers would not, long remain very ppor,
he countenanced their early marriage, resolving
to work to the utmost in theiy service till he should
be able to recover some of Marie's intended
dower, 5 f

Marie was writing out an article from her
husband’s short-hand,—an act to svhizh she had
beconfe so accustomed that it did not’ interfere
with her attention to what was going dn at the
other end of thetable, or prevent her interposing
an occasional remark.

“ Angd are the Mexjcan cocks benefited 1”
she asked, in allusion to something they were
talking about. * Do the ‘cock-fighters givg up
their sport on account of this tax 7 o,

¢ The sport is much checked, my dear. The
government gets only about 45,000 dollars tayear
by this tax, so that there gannot be much cdck-
fighting.” j

< Well, then, I wish you would put in your
advice for a very heavy tax on guillotining.
Where is there so barbarous a sport ?”
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“ You are for puttingea moral power into the
hande of government, Marie,—a power of con-
trolling the people’s pursuits and tastes. 1s such
a power ‘a good ?”

“dsitnot? Cock-fighting may be checked;
therefore may the drintking of spirits, and the
playing "with dige. ‘And no one thinks worse
than you of gin and gaming. 1 am just copying
what you sae about gin.” *

= Byt the sdme power may tempt the people to
game in lotteries, and drive them to engage in
smuggling ; and tyrannize over them in many
ways. When taxes are*raised upon what men eat
and drink and use, there may be, and there
always is, a great inconsistency in the moral lec-
tures that they practically give the people. , They
say, for instance,—‘ You must not use hair-
powder orecorn ; but come and try your luck for
a 30,0007, prize.” ¢ Ifyou wish for tobacco, you
must smuggle it: but we tnust make you pay for
keeping yourself clean with sozp, and putting
salt into your children’s food, and trying to let
light and air enough info* your house for them
to live by.)”
"« Well, but this would.be abusing their power.
CouPd they not do like the Mexlcan people—tax
bad sports—tax luxuries ?”

“aAnd who is to decide whut sports are bad,
and what articles are luxuries 2 Jfithere is nobody
to contend that cock-fightfag and bull-baiting
are virtuous sports, there are many opinions on
fox-hunting, and snipe-shooting, and country
fairs, and village dances. And as for luxuries,—
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where je the line which separates them from ne-
cessaries 2 o

“ Ah! our washerwoman looked very earnest
indeed when .she said, * I must have my little
dish of tea—I am fit for nothing without.” -And
I suppose our landlord sayssthe same of his port-
wine; and certainly every nobleman thinks he
must have men-servants and hotses and ca.-
riages.” )

¢ 1 do not see, for my part, how govermnment
has any more business to decide upon what arti-
cles must be made dear to the people, than an
emperor has to settle how his suijects shall fasten
their shocs.”

“ Well, but what are they to tax ?*’

¢ Property. All that government has a right
to do in taxation, is to raise what money is ne-
cessary ; and its main duty is tb do it in the
fairest proportion possiple’ It has nothing to do
with how people spend the rest of their money,
and has no buness,to alter the prices of things,
for the sake of exercising a moral power, or any
power.” ’

* Perhaps the meddling would be saved by the
government taking the articles of lugury them-
selves, instead of taking money upon them. But
they would. need large warehouses for all the
strange things that would be gathered in3’3nd
they must tur® ‘merchantsé I wonder whether
that plan has ever been tried ?”

“ Wes, in China. The Sun of the Celestial
Empire took his taxes in kind,——chieﬁ}}]r in food.”

“ And so became a great rice-merchant.”
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« And agriculture was /improved to a prodi-
giou$ &ﬂﬂre'e »

“ Imgroved' then I suppose there would be a
great increase of whatever goud thmgs your go-
vernwient might choose to levy ?”

¢ Up*to a certain porht, taxation of every kind
acts as a stfnulus.  But that point is easily and
usually passeds The necessxty of answering the
calls of the ttate rouses mien’s industry and in-
véinions; and if the taxation continue moderate,
the people may be gainers, on the whole, by
the stimulus. But if the burden grows heavier as
men's exertions iwcreasé, they not only lose heart,
but that which should produce future wealth goes
tosbe consumed without profit; and the means of
further improvement are taken aw ay”

«“ Ah! how ofien,” exclaimed M. Verblane,
“ have the late rulers of France been told that
taxation takes from the people, not only the
wealth which is bwught into the treasury, and the
cost of collecting it, but all the walues of which
it obstructs the creation! [ow often were they
exhorted to look at Hollatd, and take warning !”

‘ Therg is a case apropos to what we are writ-
ing., Down with it! «What country could
qompare itself with Ilolland, when Holland was
the empress of zommerce, and the" nursing mother
of wealth? What befell her? Her industry
sladkened, her traflic glechned henawealth wasted,
and ehe knew, at length, the‘curse of pauperism.
Why? Her own committees of investigation
hav«, declared that this change is-owing to the
devouring taxation, which, not content with appro-



GOSSIPING AUTHORSIIIR. ‘61

priating her revenue, nckt began to absorb her
capital. First, the creation of values was Imffied ;
then it was encroached upon; and from,tfxat day
has Holland bgen stiding from her pre-eminence.
From the very nature of the decline, it mus®pro-
ceed with accelerated speed, if it be ngdt vigor-
ously checked; so that Hollard sfems all too
likely to forfeit her place among %he nations.’
Will that do, Marie ?

“ O yes; but you must give'two ce tHiTe
more examples. At least, when I wrote themes
at school, I was biddendo give always three ex-
amples.”

“ With all my heart. It would be but too
easy to find three times three. What next, sie?
Spains?”

¢ Spain, if you will. But one need go mo
farther than Maric’s own unhappw country.
Would her king have been murdered,—would
the people have defiled their emancipation with
atrocities, if th® had not been sunk in poverty,
and steeped in injurics, by a devouring taxation?

That taxation might, T werily belicve, have been ®

bdrne, as to its amount; but that argount was
taken, not at all from the rich and noble, ®ut
wlhiolly from the industrious. The rich and eoble
spent their yevénue as much as if-they had been
duly taxed ; while the industrious paid, firsimtheir
income, and thew their capjtal, till the labourers,
whose hire was thus kept back fronr them, rose up
against the rich, and scattered them to the winds
ot "heaven, The oppressors are yemoved; but
thére is no recovery of the substance which they
a
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wasted. The impoverished may now come forth,
and rafse their cry of famine before the facerof
heaven, but the food that was taken from them
there is none to restore.”
* «“So much for poor France!” said Henry,
writing rapidly. ¢ Now for Spain.”

¢« Take but orie Spanish tax,—take but the
Alcavala, and'you have sufficient reason why,
wjfln her prﬁng: soil, her wealth of metals, her
coloni€¥ whither to send her superfluous con-
gumers, Spain is wretched in her poverty. The
alcavala (the monstroug ber centage on all arti-
cles, raw or mantfactured, as often as they are
sold) must encroach “more and more Jargely on
the capital which is he material of wealth. Under
the alcavala, Spain could not but be ruined”

¢ Except in those provinces where there was no
alcavala—Catdlonia and Valencia. They bore
up long after all others had sunk. There, Maric!

here are your three examples., We have no
reom for the many more that.rise up.”

“ Not for England ?”

“ Ehgland! You do tfot think England on the
roabd to ruin, my dear? You do not yet under-
stan%England’s resources.”’
¢ ¢ Perhaps not. But you tol]l me of eight
hyndred banktuptcies within the Jast seven
mogtfis. Have you no practice of taxing your
capital 7

“ We have'a few taxes,—bad taxes,—which
are paid out of capital,—as my sister Jan® will
tefl you, She-knows something now of low le-
gacies are reduced by the duties government de-
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mands. Itis a bad pradtice to Iessen property in
thg act of transference.  Such taxts ce#ume
capital, and obstruct its circulation. Buf we have
not many sucl). In one scnse or another, to be
sure, every tax may be. proved to come sut of
capital, more or less; buf almost all vours are
paid out of our revenue: and so whl De almost
any that can be proposed, provided the amoygé
be not increased.  With the revenae that Xng-
land has, and the ambition that hér pcopla-esmc®r-
tain not to sink in soctety, exertion will be made
to keep her capital entive, as long as there iy any
reasonable hope of sucless. #We shall invent,
and improve, and save, tosa vast cxtent, before
we let our capital be sacrificed.”
“ In the casc of your profferty tax ?”
“ Why not?* The purpose of a property tax
would be to take from us, not more lwut less than
® .
we pay already; less by the cost of collection
which would be saved. If our revenue now pays
the greater sumy, it would then well serve for the
lesser ; and all the better from taxation beihg
then equalized ;—the® xich man thus diverting 2
portion of his unproductive expendityre,—to the
great relief of the industrious capitalist wl# now
ys much more than his due share. O, ¥ myst
e a huge prdperty tax indeed tlvat would trench
upon our capital ! Why, my dear, we might pay
off our great mational debtgof nearly 300,000%0004.
next year, without using our caprtal for the pur-
ose.”
"« Then I think you Lad better o it hefore your
a 2
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great debt gets any larger. Do you think it will
go on growing ?” v

¢ Our, ministry and parliament seem deter-
mined that it shall. Meantime, w~_are playing
with « Sinking Fund, and making Phelieve to pay
off, while we are onlx slipping the Dead Weight
round and round our necks, and feeling it grow

cavier at every turn.” |

¢ I think dis is child’s play but too much like
out puer French administrations that have beg-
gared a nation,” observed M. Verblanc. ¢ Get
rid of your debt, you wise English ; let a French-
man advise you. ~1f indeed you can pay off your
300,000,0001, withou: impairing your capital, do
it uickly,” .

* We are at war,” said Henry, despondingly ;
“ and, what is worse, the debt is declared to be
popular.” ,

““ The time will com¢ when a burdened peace
will find you tired of your debt.”

o Or rather our children. ,Even then T would
advise an immediate exertion to pay it off,—yes,
‘even if it should amount to twice three hundred
millions.” «

“ 8ix hundred millions{ Was ever such a
debt heard of!  What must your future rulers be
if 4hely thus devise the ruin of your fine.country !”

‘f*"‘u‘: they exceed that sum again, I would still
struggle to pay it,” persisted Henty. “ To be
sure, one can lardly conceive of a debt of more
than 600,000,0000. ; but one can still less con-
ceive of a natiop being willing to_pay the annual
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interest upon it. Let us see! | I dare say
néarly thirty millions *.”

“ Ah! that integest is the great griewance. If
the debt bg, allowed to accumulate, your nation
may be subjected, withm half a century from this
time, to a permanent chfrge of interest which
would of itself have sufliced to pay for all the
wars from the tima the debt beggn, Yes, v
annual raising of terest is the grievance ;—ghe
transferring such enormous sums fiom thé pockets
of some classes of men into hands where 1t would
never naturally find 1ts way.  Your miuisters
may say what they will about The debt being no
actual loss to the country,%ince the whole trans-
action passes within the coumiry ;—this does not
lesséh the burdgn to those who Lave to pay over
their caruings to the mnational jcreditor, whose
capibal has been blown away in gunpowder at
sea, and Dburied with the dead bodies of their
countrymen ghroad.”

“ Besudes,” suggested Marie, ¢ if there iseno
mischief in carrying on the debt because the
transaction passes within the country, there could
be no harm in paying it off, since that transagtion
would also be only a transference.” B

“ Very true.  If all were assgssed to pay‘off
the publi¢ ereditor, there would Ve no total loss.
And as for the real evils,s~the diversion ofecapi-

. . .
* Lest there shouid be any man, woman, or child in
England, who requires to be reminded of the fact, we
mention that our national debt amounts at present to
800,000,0004, and that the annual iterest upon 1t 1s
28,000,000/,
¢ 3
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tal finm its natural channels, and the oppression
of industry,—the remedy of these would bé so
inestimable a relief, that in a little while the par-
ties who paid the largest share wouwld wonder at
their own ease, and at the long delay of the nation
in shakiug cfl its burdens.”

¢ Like the heir who has resolution to sell a
friet of his mortgaged estate in order to disen-
cumher the remainder. But who are they that
would pay the largest share 7

* The richest, of coursg. All must contribute
something. Kven the labourer would willingly
spare a portion of his earnings for the sake of
having his earnings to himself for ever after. But
by the aristocracy was this debt proposed; for
their sakes was it incurred; by them 1is it accu-
mulated ; while it is certain that the burden is very
far from being duly borne by them. +From them,
therefore, should the liquidation chiefly proceed.”

¢ But did not yousay that parli-ment claps its
hands at every proposal to butden posterity ?”
.. “Yes: bot what kind cf a parliament > If
Mr. Grey should ever obtain his great object,—
if there should ever be a parliament through which
the péople may speak, and if the people should
thén declare themselves content to o on bearing
the bupden that the aristocracy of this day is im-
posing upon them, why, let the people have their
way; and I, for one, slfall wislf them joy of their
patience. But if, when the people can protest,
and make.their protests heard, they call for such
an assessment a¥% shall include all, but fall heaviest .
on those through whom the debt was incurred,
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they will do that which is not only justyiwthe
absttact, but (like all thatis essentially just) that
which is most easy,most prudent, and mdst prove
most fortunase®” ,

“ So you venture to vritc that downsas you
speak it,” said Marie. “#Will you kt the word

easy’ stand 77

“Yes; becausc it istused as a comparative terfil.
Almost any plan would be more casy thgps:»
taining this burden from year to year. A tem-
porary inconvenience oyly would be the result of
getting rid of it. 1 question yhether any one
person would be ruined ; apd of the many who
must sacrifice a part of their property, every oge
would, reap certain advantages which must in
time compensate,or more than compensate, hims
self or his children. To the bulksof ghe people
the blessing would be incglculable. It is not for
those who most proudly boast of the resources of
the country to edoubt whether the thing can be
done.”

“ A rich and noble, country is yours,” ob-
served M. Verblanc; ¢ and the greater is the
wonder and the shame,that it containg so much
misery,—such throngs of the destitute. Ihor;
mous as has been and now is the e£xpenditure of
your government, how have you not onlygsus-
tained your resqugces, but augmented them ! How
have you, while paying fof your wars, improved
your Jands, and your shipping, and your manu-
factures, and built docks, and opened canals, and
stretched out roads ! And while the nation has
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this., been growing uc,h, what crowds of you1
pu)pk-lmve been growing poor "

¢ And how'should it be otherwise, when the
pressure of public loans falls so uaequally as in
Lingland? Tearful as is the amount, the in-
equality of jpressure ‘isya far greater ev1l It is

very possible,=—when we consider the excitement
waorded to }nduslxy and isvention by a popular
war,—that the capital of the country would not
have been very much greater than now if we had
been spared the wars and other wasteful expendi-
ture of the public mongy 'of the last twenty years;
but the distribution is m consequence most faulty,
and the future incunibrances of the people fear-
ful to contemplate.”’

“ From your rulers having carried their sys;.em
of bmrownmttoo far. There is, o be sure, all
the difference n the world between an individpal
borrowing for the sakeé of grade, or profit in some
form or othex, and governments porrowing that
which is to be dis%i'patcd 1 5 the alr or the sea, or
shed uponthe ground, so that it can be no more
gn\thcred up afram thgn Yhe rain which sinks inta
thg thirsty’ soll.”

“ﬂWhy cannot war-mohey be raised from year
to year,” asked Maric, *“ so that the nation
wight know what it was about in unJertakmg a
ward  When my fatber rebuilt lus clifiteau, he
paid for”each part as is proceeled, and so brought
away with him no reproach of debt.”

“ When people are careless of their ‘heirs,
love, as 1ulerstare of the pcople’s posterity, they
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find it easier to borrow and spend, than to mgke
thaip spendings and their levies agree. f%en
rulers are afraid to ask for so much as they desire
to spend, they escipe, by proposing loans, the
unpleasantness of taxing. Heavily as ouf go-
vernments have taxed us, ghey have beenlactually
afraid to tax us cnough ;&-enough for the pur-
poses proposed to the nation.”

“ They were afraid of making the people im-
patient.”

“ Just so; and the people have shown what
the rulers of many centurics have considered an
¢ jgnorant impatience of “laxatien.” That is, the
nominal representatives ofethe people have en-
couraged expensive projects for which tke peopte
have shown themselves unwilling to pay. The
rulers and the pPeople thus appear unreasonable
to each other; while the blame ehicfly rests in
calling those the represemtatives of the people
who are really not so. Mr. Grey and the friends
of the people dre dging what they can to brin
the two parties to an understanding, When this
is done, I trust there Wil be no going to war at
the expense of future generdtions,—no runping
into expenses for which the means are not alrefdy
provided.”

“ They who' first devised these public loans
could not have guessed what they were &ing,
Henry.” ) - “

. They never imagined that any one would so
impreve upon their practice of bgrrowing, as not
to provide for the payment at somfig definite tie,
1f,—as may happen on the unexpectcd breaking
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ouf, ’of a war when the nation is not in very fa-
vourable circumstances,—it is perilous to ta< it
heavily and suddenly, it may be expedient to raise
the supplics in a way which will enable the people
to yay more convenicntly, at their own leisure.
But the period should be fixed when the money
is raised. “The mone; should be raiscd upon
sipiminable anuuities ; so that, at least, every one
may know how long the burden is to endure.
Thie 55 a plam rule; and happy would it have
been for the country if it had been observed from
the day when ?

“ When its system of loans began 7”

* I would hardly.say that; for I do not sce
liuw the rulers in the troubled times of the Re-
volution could have governed the country with-
out Joans. The tax-payers were so divided in
their loyal.y at the time, that King William and his
councillors would not have been able to raisemoney
enough for the struggle by taxation, and would
only have made themselves hated for the attempt,
But a foreign war, underiaken by an undivided
people, is a wholly differeht affair; and the ad-
visers of (reorge I, had no husiness to carry on
the bérrowing system.”

' They found the debt large, I suppose, and
left it larger; according to the methods of
borruwers from posterity,’”

“ Yes; it amountey, when, it came into their
hands, to fifty-two millions, having grown to this
since the Revolution, when it was only 664,0001,
It is now five times fifty-two millions.”

% O, make haste and tell these things to your
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rich men; and they wil plan how soon ihis
moMstrous charge may be got rid of.” .

“There is a great deal to be done #irst, my
dear. We hase first to convince them that this
debt is not a very good thing.—As long asthey
escape paying their due shgue of the iptegest, and
are aware that the liquidation must, in a con-
siderable proportion, proceed fron? them, therosi
no lack of reasons, convineing to theif minds, wh
a large national debt must be a great rmﬁmﬁ
blessing.”

‘“ 1t attaches the pedpje to the government,
perhaps. Is that what they say #’

“Yes; asif the people will not always be the
most attachied to the governrgent that most cdf=
sults their prosperity. ~ What can they think of a
government that—-"

He,stopped suddenly as Marie Put Rer fingers
on her lips, and appeared®to be listening. She
ran to the door and threw it wide open,—in time
to hear a shuffing down the dark stair-case,

* I am sure there was somebody at the door,”
said she, hesitating witether to shut it Again.
Her father shrugged his shoulders as the cold air
blew in. Henry obserVed that if the people of
the house wanjed anything, thcy would coms
again; and Marie thercfore, after calling from
the landing and receiving no answer, returi®l to
her seat as befofe ; observéng that it was not the
first time she had believed some person to have
remaihed outside the door, )

Her husband was writing dowr 4o her father’s
dictation about fallacies in regard to the debt;—
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sugh fallacies as that th¢ parchment securities of
the pablic ereditor were an absolute greation. of
capital’; whereas they were only the representa-
tives of values which were actaally sunk and lost;
—that the annual transfer of the millions required
for the interest was 80 mugh added to the circu-
lation ; whéreas this viry sum would, in the ab-
-sgnce of the debt, have been circulating in a more
profitable menner ;—that the public funds afforded
a toasonience for the prompt investment of un-
employed capital ; whereas there would be no
lack of good investments for capital if industry
were left free ;—and, finally, that the stocks are
an admirable instrument for the ascertainment of
puolic opinion; whereas a very small amount of
debt would answer this purpose as well #s the
largest. Nobody would object wo retaining the
664,000 «of ¢he revolutionary times for this
simple object. a

Marje could not seitle well to her employment
afler this interruption. Heury forgot it in a
omént, He grew earnest; he grew cloquent ;
“and, ik proportion, be grew loud.  Nobody came
from below, s he hid.predicted. Nobody could
hate wanted anything xvthe door when Henry
was ‘sking so loudly how i was “ possible for
the people to be attached toa government which,
&o.” s Angd now, when he was insisting on the
first' priggiple of taxagion,—gquality,—when he
was offerifig a xariety of illusirative cases, all of
which resolved themselves into equality ar in-
equility,—his Jtie wife came behind Him, and
laying her htxia on his shoulder, asked him in a



GOSSIPING AUTHCRSHIP. 3

whisper whether it was hecessary to speak amite
so doud.

“ My love, I beg your pardon. I am afraid
I have been Mhalf-$tunning you. Why did not
you speak before 2. I am very apt to forg® the
dimensions of our momg’s and hestarted up
laughing, and showed tNat he could touch the
ceiling with the extrepities of his fong fingers
“ T am apt to forget the difference &tween thjs
chamber and the lofty places where I &&d to
hold forth at college. Was I very boisterous,
love 7 :

“ 0, no: but loud enough to%be heard beyond
these four walls.”  And she glanced towards the
door.,

“ I€ that be all, any one is welcome to hear
what I have to ‘say on taxation. It will be all
printed to-morrow, you know, my fear”

Marie did know this # but she was not the
more willing that her husband should be over-
heard exclaimihg vehemently about equality,—a
word held in very bad repute in those days, when,
if a lady made inquiriés of her linen-draper’about
the equality of wear of a piece of ggham or
calico, the shopman would shake his heagd at
her for a leveller, a8 soon as she had turnefl
her back. -

* How,” said M. Verblanc, looking tendelly at
his daughter, **shew shall I forgive those who
have put dread into the heart that was once as
light usihe morning gossamer? How shall I
forgive those who taught my childesuspicion ?”

H
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. father, remember the night—-"'

m&es Marie ; I knew it was the thought of
that night that prompted you to caution now.—
The night,” he continued to Henxy, ¢ when our
%(‘)Ior friend La Raye was arrested at our house.

e have xgason to be‘% eve that we had all been
watched for hours, —that eyes had peeped from
‘v, ery cranny , and that ears Wwere planted all round
ys. 1 mysenf saw the shadow of a man in ambus-
cade, ‘when a passing gleam from the court shone
intomy hall. I took no notice, and rejoined La
Raye and my child. H¢ slipped out by a back
way, but was ifnmediately taken in the street;
and for words spoken that night, coupled with
preceding deeds, be suffered.—Well may my
Marie have learned dread and suspicion I"*

“ No, father; not well! Nay, Henry, you
do not know Wwhat warning I had against it;—
warning from one who, knew not dread and
would not have saved her life by so vile an instru-
anent as suspicion.”

Henry bent himself to, listen with his whole
soul, for now he knew that Marie spoke of her
friend, M4dame Roland.

“aYes, I was warned by her that the last im-
piety is to fear; and the worst penalty of adver-
sity to suspect. I was warned by her that the
chiet danger in civil revolution is to forget green
meadows and bright akies incfields of blood and
clouds of smoke ; and that those who shrink from
looking fully and kindly even upon thost who
may be the reptiles of their race, are less wise
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than the poor prisoner in the Bastile wlio mgge
friemdship with his spider instead of trying $& flee
from it.”

¢« And she observed her own warning, Marie.
How her murderers quailed before her open gdfve!”

“ Ah, yes! In her prijon, she brought home
to her the materials of haffpiness; and with them
neither dread nor sugpicion can *co-exist, Sk~
brought back into her own bosom thewild flowers
which she had worn there in her childhood” ‘and
the creations of her father, the artist; and the
speculations of her husband, the philosopher ;
and opened up again the springs®of the intellect,
which may gush from the ha#rdest dungeon walls;
and wakened up the voice of Jier mother to thffft
the very heart of silence; and dismissed one
obedient faculty & morn to travel with the sun,
and rigle at eve down his last slatting ray with
tidings of how embryo, man is working his way
into light and freedom ; and summoned another
obedient faculty at midnight to paint upon theg
zm 83 the image of regenerated man, with his

ye fixed upon science, And his hand suppdrting

is fellow m nd his foot treading® down the
painted trififs and deformed usurpations oﬁfhe
wom{ that ig pgssing away. Having gazed u
this, were any spectres of datkness to her,
~—whether the scowls of traitors, or an axe Rang-
ing by a hair

“'Would that all who desire that women should
have kindliness, and domestic thoughtfulness, and
cheerfulness, and grace, knew your friend as you
knew her, Marie |” " .

H
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« Then would they learn from what quarter of
the “moral leavens these endowments mayvbe
fetched by human aspiration. 'Would they behold
kindliness and lightness of spirit? They must
give the consciousness of being able to bestow,
instead ‘of ghe mere emwving to reccive, the sup-
port which intellect miust yield to intellect, if
Leart is to answer to hLeart. Would they have
homely thoughtfulness? They must not obstruct
that fuil intellectual light in which small things
dress themselves in their most shining beauty,
as the little fly that looks dark heneath a candle
shows itself burnished atnoon. Let men but lay
open the universe for the spirit of woman to
uxercise itself in, and they may chance to see again
with what grace a woman about to die can buseech
the favour to suffer more than hér companions.”

Of this ‘friefrd, Marie could not yet speak long.
Few and frequent were her words of remem-
brance; and Henry had learned that the best
kindness was to let her break off, and go, to
carry her strong associations of love and admira-
tion fnto her daily bushess. She ‘now slipped
away, andestood tending her bird, and flatering
hetself that her dropping tears were unnoticed,
Because her face was not seen. Then she filled
a chafing dish; and carried it into thelittle closet
that Served her father for a bedchamber. Then
she busied herself abofit Henrg’s*cdffee, while he,
for her sake, applied himself to finish his task,
Presently, even he was convinced that thert was
some one at she door who had not knocked.—
Without a moment's delay he threw open the
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door, and there stood—%io political or lomegic
spg—but Jane, with a somewhat pale coefite-
nance, wearing a very unusual expressiop.

“ We are glad to see you here at last, Jane.
You are just in time to see what coffee Marie
makes.—But where is )Jprgan P looking out
on the dark landing. ¢ Fou did not*tome alone
in the dark 7” ’ \

“ Yes, I did. I Have somethingeto tell you,
Henry. Michael is home.” . oo

¢ Thank God! I hope it is the last time he
will alarm you so thoughtlessly. I dare say he
knew all that has happerted, thgugh he hid him-
self from us,”

“ O yes; there was one wno must have knowa
wherg he was all the time, &nd told him every
thing ; for, do you know, he has come home in
a curricle of his own! The first thing he had
to saf to me was about hig horses; and the next
was: »” .

“ What 7"

“ He is going to be married to-morrow morn-
ing !”

In spite of a strong effort, Jane’s cquntenance
was painfully moved while she announced this.
Henry did not convey the comfort he int¢fided
by not being s8rry to hear any of ¢he news. He
was much relieved by learrfing that that which
was by nature a marriage dong ago, was now to
be made so by law. A§ for the curricle and
horses, though such an equipage might be un-
suitable in appearance with the establishment of
a grocer in Budge-row, this was a.l;ogethet 8

H
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matter of taste. It was certain that Michael
coulte afford himself the indulgence, and it yas
therefore, a very harmless one.

Henry’s cheerful air and open countenance
mad. his sister feel half envious. He did not
seem to'dread the risk g0 her father's hard-earned
meney being spent 1%‘ h-mcre easily than it had
Jbggn gained. ile se€med to have forgotten what
it is to have. made many hundred thousand
pourds ; and he certainly knew nothing about
the anxiety of keeping it. How should he?
© Marie' laughed as shs asked how Michacl
looked 'in his cuzricle : it must be such a strange
situation to him! She had never seen Michael,
£l: wondered whether he looked at all hke
Henry; and then ‘she sighed. She thought of
the carriages that had been at her dispusal in
France, ard that she now had not one to offer to
her disinherited husband. i

¢ Some more sugar, Marie,”” said M. Verblanc,
when he had tasted his last cup oy coffee.

* Marie went to her cupboard, and brought out
the little powdered sugar that remained at the
battom of ;the last parcel she had bought. She
‘had tasted no sugar for eome time; and it was
Ly Véry nice management that she had been able
to procure any for her father. She hoped that
what had been wrilten this week might supply
comforts for the nexp. Meantime, Jane’s en-
rance had baffled her calculations about the
sugar, Henry smiled at the disclosure, and
helped himself to another cup of coffee, without
sugar, Marie would have borrowed from the
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woman of the house; but her father would ot
aow it. Ilis daughter rightly imagined th&% he
felt uncertain of being able to pay a débt of a
mere luxury, and therefore did not choose to
incur it, .

¢ Ah, well!” said sheg , everythingewill cost
us less money, iet us hgpe, when nfen have left
off fighting like dogs, that tify may regdey
peaceable men begdars. They make us pay for
their wars out of our tea and ofr sugas, —aad
out of our heart’s blood, papa, when they make
us deny our parents swhat they cxpect at our
hands.” R i

M. Verblanc wished that Marle could have,
during this time of war, the sugar that was ®ww
growing in her beloved garden at home, Beet-
root was now kargely used for making sugar in
France ; and M. Verblanc had learmed that the
produce of his estates wgs considerable. These
estates had been bought in by a friend; and it
was hoped 1ifit they would in time be restored to
the rightful owner. y

Marie’s scorn was®excited by the idea of beet:
root growing where her parterres had,Jooked gay,
and where the urns, and statues, and small fourf®
tains, originated by her taste, could haved™litle
congenialjty With so thoroughly common and
useful a produce as beet-foot. She memtioned
one field, and ansther, aigd another, which would
answer the purpose quite as well as her garden.
As she lightly mapped out the places she men-
tioned, Jane’s eye followed her pencil as eagerly
as Henry's. She asked of M. Verblanc, at
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léngth, whether the tenuge of land was yet con-
sideérw:d secure in France. .

“ Of some lands, yes,” answered he. If,
for example, you will buy our estates, and grow
beet-goot, no one will turn you out; and it will
give us true satisfactjog to see our lands pass
imz'?s,such honourable f;—%’ds.”

o Henry’s surprise, his sister seemed medita-
W& Marie, looked up, stiling. * Will you
bey our lands ¥

¢« She cannot,”” said Henry. ¢ The law is
against investing capital in an enemy’s country.”

“ Isit?”" said Janc, quickly.

* One would suppoge you were really thinking
of.it, Jane. If you want to try your hand at
fan(rl)i?g, there is @bundance of land in Eng-
and.’ '

Jane m;ﬁ'rqd that in England there would
also be an income tax ipimediately.

* And what of that? 4if you invested your

money abroad, you would not go @d live there,
would you ?”
« “ [ am sure an incoma tux is enough to drive
away all who have any substance. To leave one
».0 ehoice! To make one pay, whether one will
oguoe! I should not wonder to see every inde-
pendent man in the kingdom cohtrive to get
abroad with his monéy, somehow or other.”

‘I should. Every sperson pfesubstance has
not a brother Michael, with a doubtful wife and
an ambiguous family; or a brother Henry, liv-
ing in two small rooms, with a little French-
woman for a wife.”
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“’Tis not that, Henty. But, as I said, is
way of taxing leaves one no choice »,

‘¢ But of paying one’s due share of what ought
to fall equally upon' all. Now tell me, Jane, what
choice has the man whos¢ family obliges hftn to
spend his whole income i{ eommoditips? What
choice have Patience ardl her husband, for in-
stance, of how mucly they shall pay to the stase 2
It is not with them as it is with ydu, that you
may contribute to the war or not, according as
you choose to have wine, and servants, and a
carriage. The necessatigs that you and Morgan
consume cannot cost you much$ I should think,
—cannot yield much to the*state.”

Jane cautiously replied ghat everything %¢!

endéd on what was meant by much and little.

“ Well ; 1 méan that Patience’s eight children
and jhree servants must consuthe “fhuch more
butter, and fuel, and calicoes, and bread, and
soap, and shoe's, than you and Morgan.”

This could not be denied.

 What choice, thep, is left to them ?  Under,
the system of taxing tommodities, ther® is a
choice left to those who least need it; while; if
they do not choose to‘contribute, the poorergz%o
have no choicg, must bear an increased burdef.
Oh, Jane s I could not be sorry td see you con-
tributing as muck from your wealth—morey,—
as the man who wmakes yaur shoes in his wealth
—Ilabour! He pays something to the state from
every shilling, that passes through his bands.
Whether you pay something from every guinea
you touch, I need not ask you. Has Peek told
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yohof the rhyme'that ot labourers have at their
tongues’ ends just now 2’

“ Peek has not ; but Michael told me of one
he had heard several sing by the road-side,—
something about how they divide their labour
between ong and anothir ;—among all but them-

"res, they secqn to think.”
" It is the same :— .
For the Debt till eight,
For the Church till ten:
To defend the State
With guns ared men,
I must work till nobn, so weary,O!
Then a spell for the Judge,
And twofor the Crown 3
Sure ther need not grudge,
When the sun goes down,
One hour for mysslf and my ceary, O !

While MAric was pitying the labourer, and
wondering how far his: statement was_exagge-
rated, Jane was thinking aloud how willing she
should be to work with head ahd hands for
Church and State, the Army and the Law.

* ““You had rather do this than pay, because

our labous is not to you the wealth that labour
18 td a poor man.”

€7 And partly because I really have not enough
to do,” said Jane, - * Michael does not seem to
wish Shat I should keep the books any longer ;
and T cannot be making frocks for Patience’s
children all day long, so little as I have been ac-
customed to needle-work for somg time. I wish
you could put me in the way of paying my taxes
in the way the poor man does.”
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‘ And so take the woék out of the poor maa’s
hads? No, Jane. You must pay in *gold,
sister.”

«¢ Is there no sott of work that poor labourers
cannot do?”’ asked Marie, with a private view to
earning sugar and snuff s her fatlier.

“ Not that will serve ghe purposes of the go-
vernment, my dear. I remember hearing, sgne,
time ago, of a benevolent lady whoswas mukmg
bread seals to convert the Jews.” *

“ And L,” said M. Verblanc, ¢ of at least
twenty gentle creatures who distilled rose-water
one whole summer—-""*

“ To wash the blackamoer white ”

“To civilize the Hottenjot. But the c
sultss—-" v :

“ History does not record, any more than
Jane’s feats of knitting, and other warthy exer-
cises. Why, Jane, whers you have the money
ready—the “very thing wanted—why should you
offer your tafes in any other form? If you
really want to help the state, suppose you raise a
regiment yourself. You and Morgan can *make
the red coats, if you want something o do; or,
if that is too fearful «a service for a peacesblé
woman, you can take upon yourself the half~pay
of some fine old officer or two; or you might
build a ‘bridge, or set .up a Preventive esta#blish-
ment, (nothiny is more winted just now,) or do
a hundred things that would save the poor la-
bourer’s pockeg, and not interfere with his market
for labour. Such a free gift to the state would
immortalize you; and, depend upon it, it would
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. . \
be far bgtter for you thga buying French land in
violalion of English law.” v

“ How they make a mockery of us helpless
women, whom they have first made helpless!”
saide Marie, while wrapping Jane in her shawl.
* We will not mind ¢ljan 'till we have reason for
shame at being helplesy”

Neither Jant nor any one else could feel un-
comfortables at anything that Henry said, his
fnanner was so playful and kind. He was now
reaching his hat, in order to walk home with his
sister, whom né inducement was strong enough
to tempt into a vehicle ¥hich must be hired. She
preferred walking, she always declared, being
<ouscientious enoygh, however, to protest inva-
riably against any one aggepmpanying her ; 2but
Henry actually wished to carry his manuscript to
the printer thés evening, and the brother and
sister set off together., )

The weather was most ‘disagreeable, —Dbitterly
cold, with .a fog, irritating alike t& the windpipe,
the vision, and the temper. The glow-worm
lamps, with each its faiat‘green halo, lost their
use among the moving lights that .perplexéd the
‘miidle of the street. Jahe had judged rightly
48 time in wishing to walk; for the groping on
the foot-way«was undoubtedly & less evil than
the confusion of carriages. The occasional back-
ing, the frequent Clasly the yellssthe oaths of the
?rng:.n é?lmlln now ‘;3«1 hthen the ?foning og ;

ri 1 horse, and .the groa a wounde
one, %oﬂ that ridin, %: a%mriage is not
always ‘the extremity of bliss that-some little



GOSSIPING AUTHORSHIP, 85

children believe it to be. Henry held his sigt-®s
art tight within his, and she held her peace no
less tenaciously while they were every moment
walking point blank up against a broad man, or
a slender lamp-post, or, innocently k.nocf{iug
down a wearied woman," or a chilj who was
tracing his mother's apran upwards in hopes of
at length finding her hand. After a whilop it
struck Jane that this was a case,ih which thg
longest way about would prove the nearest way
home. By striking down one of the small
streets leading to the rifer, they might escape all
the carriages, and most oE the pddple, and get to
Budge Row all the sooner“or making a small
circuit. She believed she cauld engage not®td
lead her brother intoifhe river ; which was the
chief peril in thid path.

¢ I think there is an opening t8 thefleft, here,
Jane.” .

“Which way does the fog drift? I think
there is a draught from the right, from the,
west.” .

“Nay: surely it comes in our faces.” No
matter ! you shall not go a step farther till L
have made out whetlrer we cannot now m
eastwards, Dgq stand still 2 moment.”

‘While ho was down on his knees; poring_over
the pavemeut, to see which way the stones®were
laid, Jane obsetved that it fas' a shame they had
no more light from the lamps, as they paid for
the great new jmprovemtent in lighting,—viz:
adding two threads to edch*burner.”

“ It is no fauls of any one’s,” said Henry. “ We
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vy £0 on thickening vﬁ‘icks till we use up all our

cotton, and we shall make no progress in light-

ing. We must make out some new principle.”
¢ What priuciple ?”

%0, if 1 knew, I should not have left it to be
told now. . All I knew is that our streets are not
perfectly lighted, and Vo I conclude that some
better principle remains to be discovered. That
is all.” v

«All?” thought Jane. “I think it means
much ;—every thing,” she 'continued within
herself, while rapidly following out the clew
afforded by tifis simple act of faith of ler
brother’s. v )

* “I'here was an apening to the eastward; and
they pursued it, feeling fither than seeiny that
the river lay open on their right hand, They
seemed td h#ve this bank all to themgelvgs.
Except a public house op two, with open dbor
and lightec{) windows, all was dark and silent ;—
so silent, that when three clocks had done striking
their long story, one after the other, the plash
of oars was heard froni the water, Presently,
theré wasa little clatter among the boats moored
r the margin, and the walkers pitied the rowers
ho had to encounter worse peril than those of
Holborn and the Strand. In another instant,
they®stood stock still in a prodigious conster-
nation. The yells andl oaths leffBehind in Fleet-
street were nothing to those which now burst
forth - immediately in front of them. There
seemed to be threatening, struggling, grappling,
fighting, ~~all in noise and darkness.
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‘“Back ! let us go bacy}!” cried Jane.

¥here was no use in ttempting it. Péople
poured out of the public houses, and seemed by
their multitude, to drop from the clouds or come
up in swarms from the riger. As soon as Jane
moved back, she met witi¥a: buffet ; gnd*was so
pushed about, that she pegan to fear slipping
into the water if she left the spol she occupied.
The only thing to be done was to®plant them-
selves against a house, and wait for an open way,
ot for light, Light came ;—a gleam or two from
an opened upper wind8w, whence black heads
projected, marvellously exaggerated by the fog;
and then, after several aborttve experiments with
naked candles, a torch,—a flaring red tor®h;
whicledid more executfon on the gloom than all
the cotton wicks"in Cheapside could have done,

*“ A smuggling fray! Those #re 8mugglers,
How daring ! to come up=o far,” said Henry.

Jane was making her observations, and cor-
recting her imdginings. She was scarcely aware
till now that she had .always,,fancied a smuggler
a large, stout, grim man,With a bit of red drapery
dangling somewhere about him; # leathern
belt ; a pistol in his hand, and a keg just befQ)
or just behind, or just on one side of him.
one of these men was slight af wan; and
another was deformed ; and a third wore a frown
coat, like any®other man { and none scowled as
smugglers and patriots always do in pictures, but
one laughed, and the rest looked vexed or angry
in a plain way. She even thought t};at the one

b
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in\a prown coat looked;very like a shopman,—

very like Michael. . ¢
Thus much was ascertainable while the shifiing

light from the torch danced from tub to face,
and “from the pnckag‘gs on the shore to the
shadowy bqat behind, With still a black figure or

two in it. s
#.How very daring !” exclaimed Henry again.

. “Yes,” gaid a voice from a window im-

mediately in their rear. *These are the days

for smuggling frolics. These fellows hold that
they.are in favour with thé minister, as ’tis certain
they are maintafied by'him.”

“ By his multiplying the customs and excise

Qufles, you mean.”, .
“Ay, sir. Muliiplying and raising <hem.

The story goes that thesc feflows drink the

minister’s ‘health first, in every keg they open;

and the saying is, that if the seditious do as they
say,—pull the minister's carriage about his ears
gome day,—he will have a guard” of smugglers
rise up of their own accord to bear him harmless.

But ﬁxey don't like the talk of an income tax,

ir.”

% It is no.longer mere talk. The assessment
8 begun.” . ' )
“Sure, sir"it has. And that may have made

them® desperate in their daring, which their

coming here looks lke. But %lfey could not
have chosen their night better. ’Tis a wonder
to me how any body could watch them. Fudge!

‘What are they after now ?”
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cf§cacious than was congmplated. A antfgglcr
staved a cask. Whethe® by accident or design
was never known,—but the torch dropped into
the rivalet of spirit, an'(hft turned to fire. *The
blue flame shot up, wavell, hovered, lodked very
beautiful in itself, but cags a fearful ight on the
brawlers who rushed over one anofher to extrigate
their shins from thé flame, Janessaw a reall
ﬁrim face at Jast. A wman in a pfodigious rage

ad been fighting with the brown-coated
smuggler who was hke Michacl. The apgry
man had got the better®of thes other, and was
now lifting him up at awns length, with the
strength of an elephant, ang the ferocity of =
tigero He dashed him down with a sownd that
was heard through the din.

It 45 Michael !” cried the brathersand sister
at tife same moment. ‘Fhey had both seen his
face high in the air” They burst through the
throng, and rached the body,—the dead body -
for the neck was broken against a cask.

As Jane kneeled Beside him, in front of the
flickering blaze, she replaced the head, horribl
bent backwards as it avas, and then looked uf in
Henry’s face with kindled eyes, to say, L
» % He isgont; and he is not married. He is
gone this time.” '

A struggle ended in?naking the tofch mée
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CHarferr V,
HOW TO ENTERTAIN STRANGERS.

It was long before Hénry could get back. He
had to convey Jane hoyue, and recover her to a
safer. state of “mind, and then to communicate
the intelligence to Patience; and then,—more
painful still,—to the young woman whom he
always regarded as Michael's wife. At the end
of four hours, when it ‘was nearly one in the
morning, he knotked af the door of his lodgings,
and was instantly let in by his landlord. Ile
Yerieived that Mr. Price looked very sulky; and
he couli obtain no answer to his enquiries about
whether Mrs. Farrer had been uncasy at his not
returning. * He bounded up stairs, and Marie was
in his arms before he saw how pale was her face,
and how swollen her eyes. The fire burned
dull, the lamp only glimn:ered, afd there was an
air of indescribable confusion in the room; so
that,“oceupied as Henvy' was with what had

{a pened,» he could not help feeling almost
f_&ildered as to whether this was his lodging or
ot.

« I thoughTyou never, never would have come,”
sobb8 Marie.

« My love, there had been but tob much reason
for my staying so long.”

“ But there was 50 much reason for your being
at home! Henry, they have carried away my
father,” ‘
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Marie could not tell gvhere they hdd taksh
hith, She knew nothink of English la'w' and
justice.  She had had nd one to help her; for
Price himself introduced $he officers of justice;
and Mrs. Price was soystiff and cold in*her
manner, that Marie was' obliged tg itave off
appealing to her. All she knew was that some
men walked in while her father wis reading, gnd
she writing; that they showed a paper which her
father did not know the use of; searched every
corner of the apartments, turning every article of
furniture out of its place, and taking possession at
last of a pocket-pistol, of ‘beautifal workmanship,
which M. Verblanc valued as the gift of an old
military friend. M. Verblang himsclf was alsc
carrictd off, because he had not given notiee to the
magistrates of Having come to live in this place.

“How is this ?” enquired Henwy ofsPrice who
now entered the roomy. & The arrest of aliens,
and the search for weapons, can legally take place
only in the da¥ time.”

“ They reckon it day time in this sort of thing
till nine o’clock, and ‘it Wanted full ten mfhutes’
to nine when they came.”

“ What did you lmow about this beford
went out ?” enguired Henry, turning the light"®
the lamp full upon Price’s face. =

“ Only what most lodging-house K¥eperg®know
in these days * I was cdled upon to give an
account in writing of all the aliens in my hougc.”

Henry conjectured very truly that the Prices
were at the bottom of the whole affair. Mrs.
Price had a very vigorous imagination; and she
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Verb.ase was certainfr a man of high rayk;
that he scribbled over|more writing paper than
any body she ever siw, except the gentleman
that called himself hi son-in-law; and that the
writing  must be lettel:u, because nobody ever
knew whdt became of it, and he went out
rc;l%ularly onct a day"—no doubt to the post-
office, for h¢ never was kuown to send letters
there by any uther hand.

Marie was obliged to be comforted with the
assurance that this arrest would be only a
temporary incorvenicnte; that such things were
constantly happening in these days; and that
dhere was no doubt of her father’s being released
the next morning. Henry would go af the
earliest practicable hour, and he. did not doubt of
bringing M. Verblanc home with him.

Before the earliest practicable hour, however,
other engagements occurred to prevent Henry's
executing his design. Price came in, while the
‘husband and wife were standing by the fire,
moumfully discussing their plans for this day
when so much was to be done. Price wished
%o give notice that he muyst have his rent this
TOhing. He had gone without it too long, and
he had no «intention of waitiitg any longer.
Henmy was not aware that the time of payment
was past. He undewstood that &t was to be
quarterly : but Marie produced the little that she
had laid by for the purpose; and Henry was
reminded to feel in his pocket for the manuscripts
that were t0 have been carried to their destination

Ind given out among ffncr neighbours that M.
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the night before. They %ere gone. Ilfs pgelet
wa¥ empty. <

Never mind! This wasgo time to think about
disappointments in the wiy of authorship; and,
as for the gain,—it was$but too probable “that
Henry would presently have more mpney than
he desired. Price seemgd to havg some idea of
this kind ; but not the less did ie give nesice
that his lodgers must turn out at th® cnd of thg
week. The rooms were already let; so there
was no use in saying any thing about it. Hen
could only suppose th‘at" tidings of Michael’s
death, and the manner of it, Bad reached the
house, and that it was concltded that, as the one
brother had been a smugglersthe other must®be
a swifdler.

Before Price was out of the room, came the
printgr’s man for the manuscript whiclf had been
lost.  While he was sjill sshaking his head over
Marie’s calculation of how soon she could make
another copy from the short-hand notes she had
happily preserved, the matter was settled by the
publisher sending to ask“for the last Greek proSt
Henry had had to correct, and to give hotice thag
this was his final trathsaction with Mr. Farr
who need not jrouble himself to write any thi{;?
more for the publication of which he*had been the
chief support. No further communication®from
his pen wouldbe accepted.s A receipt in form for
the money now sent was requested and givep, at_ul
the cash immediately paid over to Price in dis-
charge of the remainder of the rent. The few
shillings left were, when the husband and wife
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with' the strange impy’'se of mirth which often
arises under the extr
and sorrow.

¥ Marie, what do y'{'u think of all this 7" asked
her hushand, meeting’ her eye, which was fixed
wistfully upon him. |

& 1 think that if my poor countrymen have
their errors,2he English have at least their whims,
Tt is at least’ remarkable that on this morning,
when there is so much to call you abroad, one
after another should conte to keep you at home.”

“Very rematkable!” was all that Henry said
before he relapsed inio reveric. He roused him-
'sel, and snatched, up his hat, assuring his wife,
howevt;, that it was yet, he believed, too early
for him to obtain access to hei father, or justice
on his belzalf. + -He had not proceeded far down
stairs when he was me* by threc gentlemen, who
requested two minutes’ convertation with him,
‘They came to invite him to be présent at a meet-
ing to be held for the purpose of declaring attach-
men? to the constitution. *

¢ Impossible, gentlemen. You are not aware
th&t my only brother died-suddenly last night, I

annot appear needlessly in public to-day.”

And he would have bowed them out ; but they
had fomething more to say than condolence. As
his attending the meeling was thud unfortunately
rendered impossible, perhaps he would sign the
address to his Majesty.

* That will depend on what it contains, I
own [ do not see the immediate occasion for such

Were aldne again, pus?:<l from one to the. other

hest pressure of vexation
i
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to put my name to it.”

The spokesman conceivpd that, as every true
Englishman must be attacHed to the constitutfon,
there could be no risk toany true Engljsfiman in
engaging to declare his agtachment,

¢ Certainly, sir, if we were all agreed assto
what the constitution’ is; but thiseis the very,
paint on which men differ. One person thinks
that a dozen or two of trials and transportations
of ignorant and educatetl men for sedition, and
a doubling of the taxes,”and aft overawing of
the House of Commons, aresmeasures of support
to the constitution; while othgrs consider th&m
as violations. Therefore I must fully und#tstand
what is involvedin the address before I sign it;
and can, in the mean time, pledge myself to
nothing, gentlemen.” >

The visitors looked at one another, and de-
parted,—one sifthing, another giggling, and the
third looking back till the last moment,—like a
child who is bidden to *lodk at a traitor, and™3%
most expects to see him turn into some*rare ani-
mal,—a Turk or an ourang-outang. °

This time Henry got as far as the house-door
There he was tdrned back by the commissioners
who were employed in making the returns fo? the
income tax. Mevain Henfy assured them that
he had hitherto had no inepme, and that, as soon
as he could ascertain whether he was to have
any of his brother’s money, and how much, he
would Jet the gentlemen know. They were not
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osntent 'Wwith assertionsggiven in the street, and,
as I—Fepry had no doubffof finally satisfying them
in two minutes, he invfjed them up stairs.

« You are aware, sif, that we are sworn to the
mos: inviolable secrecy, as to the affairs of indi-
viduals ¢ that we are éripowered, when dissatis-
fied, to call for written explanations of the re-
soyrees of livihg, and even to impose an oath, if
necessary.”
® ¢ Very néedful precautions, T should think,
considering how strong is the temptation to con-
cealment and fraud, and how very easy evasion
must be in a great number of cases. Very ne-
cessary precautions,cif they could but be effec-
rtual.”

¢« P¥fectual, sir.  Do. you suppose we, shall
violate our oath of secrecy ?”

“ By ne mqans ; but it is impossible that con-
fidence should not often be reciprocally slaken,
when the affairs of individuals are thus involun-
tarily exposed. This inquisition is a heavy
grievance, indeed, and it opens the door to a very
geimcious use ofinflugnce!”

“ Well, sir, every b@x must have its disadvan-
\a ?d ; anfll, when a large revenue must be

“ True; every tax is bad, in dne way or ano-
thery yet, taxes there must be. I do not know
that there can be a belter than an<ncome tax, if
it can be fairly raised; and duly proportioned to
the tenutre of incomes.  If I find myself soon in

sion of an income, I shall offer my propor-

tion with pleasure; you will not need to imposa
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the oath on me. But I dy wish, as this tdx afmﬂs
th® means, as you say, of raising a large reve-
nue,—I do wish that wegvere relieved of some
of our indirect taxes.. An income tax may be
very cheerfully borne wheh it is imposed instead
of the indirect taxes whith fall so unedhually as
we know they do; but the same tax may be felt
as a heavy grievance when it is imposed 1n agdi-
tion,—filling up the heasure of hardship. Now,
we have a load of partial taxes which can be
conveniently paid ; and also a fair tax,—fair in
principle,—which must be vexatiously levied.
Let us have the one or th® other®but not both.”

« But, Mr. Farrer, you are aware that the evils
of this income tax will be legsened perpetustly.
We are now just in the bustle and contefion of
making new returns ; but when we can establish a
system of ascertainment of the wagesof various
empl8yments, and the intgrests upon loans, and
the averages of capital invested by the comner=
cial men in ou? districts,—in somewhat the same
manner as we can already learn the rental of
landlords from the tefme of their leases, ana®itre-
profits of the tcnants from the proportéon profits
are considered to bear to rent,—when this®i
arranged, there will be much less occasion fo
vexatious guestloning.” )

“ And much less facility of evasion. Wery
true. After all, 4his tax is®s violation of a subor-
dinate rule of taxation, while our indirect taxes
violate the first and chief, In fact, it seems to
me to violate only that which regards the con-
véniefiee of the Contributors as to the mode of

W ' K
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p\ayr\\ent‘; while it agries with the principle,—
to equalize the contribpftions; with another,~Xto
make the amount, andeithe time and manner eer
tain; and with a thitd,—to keep out of the
pockets of the peopleiias little as possible over
and abovegvhat goes info the treasury. When-
ever I have ap income, I had much rather see
yow.on an appointed day, and pay my portion
as I would'pay my house-rent, knowing that
what I pay goes straight to its professed desti-
nation, than be treated like a child, and inveigled
into.paying a little here &nd a little there, with-
out knowing it, or, if knowing it, with a pretty
strong assurance that’plenty of pockets are gap-
ingfto swallow some of it by the way.”

Marn: shought this was like sweetening physic
for a child. She wondered that, in a nation of
men, such' dewices should be allowed to be still
enacted. .-

“ We are not yet & nation of men, my dear,
because we are not yet an educated nation. These
taxes on commodities are taxes on ‘ignorance.
-SvTien, as a nation, we grow wise enough to set-

e“rationqlly what we shall spend, and why, and

ow, we shall grow manly enough to come for-
ard with our contribution, instead of letting it
be filched from us while we are winking.”

“ And yet, sir, it js the rich, and not the
ignorant who complaifi of this Rew tax, and are
all in favour of the old system. They had rather
pay double for their tea and their wine than have
more money raised in this new way.”

“Yes; no doubt, And the poor man had
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much rather have his bread and beer beargthZir
natural price, and pay h ; taxes out of his, wages.
Thus he is sure of payinjy no more than his due;
while the rich man will lg properly compelled to
contribute in proportionf to the protectio? he
derives from government. He oweg 80 much
more than the poor man é]o the state which guards
his greater substance, that it is"most unfyjr to
leave his payment fo the chance of how much
wine, and tea, and other articles”he may con-
sume. He cannot himself consume more bread
and beer than his poer neighbour; and it is a
matter of choice whether® he shalls keep servants
to consume much more. Such choice ought not
to be left, when the alternatige is the poor man
paying the more for the rich man’s spendi sty less.”

“ Why, indeed, it cannot be justified that the
cobbler who patches a miser’s shoeseshould pay
fifty *per cent. to the state, when the miser himsclf
pays only one per ceht. If it be a good rule,—
(and it is thé rule on which we proceed, sir,)—
that a just taxation will leave individuals in the
same relation in whiéh # found them, the advu-
tage will be entirely on the side of tke measure
we have now in hand,”

* And then comes the question whether thef€
may not he a better tax still. An income tax is
immeasurably better than a system of ifdirect
taxation; but there may%he means of avoiding
the inequalities which regain even under the im-
proved system. If you once begin to graduate
your income tax according to the value of the
tenure of incomeg——"

K 2
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“'@Vh'y, it is hard that the physician, whose
large income expires $in his becoming infirin,
should pay more thanf'the fundholder or land-
owner, whose income (s permanem]y yielded to
himSelf and his childre!}.”

¢ And then, from thé fundholders, you must
except those who hold terminable annuities. Five
per ~ent, is a “much larger payment from a man
Whose incomz is to temunate in ten or twenty
years, than five per cent. would be from the
owner of land. And again; if you lay a tax of
five.per cent. on the ]a‘bourers wages, the tax
falls upon the’ capital ;"for the wages must rise
just so much as the tsx amounts to. 1t follows
‘of ¢ourse that the receiver of rent ought to pay
a highe. per centage, because the c.xpltahst pays
for lumself and his labourers tvo. Now, if we
once begiii meking these modifications, (which
justice requires,) it seems the most direct and
efficacious method to have a property tax ; 4. c.,
,fo tax those incomes which are defived from in-
vested capital. Ah! I see you shake your heads;
i,s€¢ what you would sy about the difficulty of
defining what s property’; and the hardship in a
ev& cases,—as in those of small annuitants; and
“the tendency,—the very slight,—the practically
imperceptible tendency to check” aceumulation,
We dreed before that all taxes are bad; that
there are some difficulfies attending all.”

¢ But do not you allow these evils, sir 7

¢ Ido; butl hold them to be so much smaller
than those we have been submitting to all this
while as to be almost lost in the comparison,~—~
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except for the difficulty that there always gis n
citnging taxes. As fc- the defining Qf what
property is, distinctions 1;ve been made quite as
subtle as between invest pents that are too tran-
sient to come under th«‘, title of property”and
those that are not; belween the langidrd’s pos-
session of a field that yiclds rent, gnd the tenant’s
investment in marl which is to fertilize it gpr a
season or two. Wllerever legislawon ingerferes
with the gains ol industry, nice distinctions have
to be made; and this case will hardly rival our
excise regulations. AS for the small annuitants,
though their case may be a les. ‘kvourable one
than that of richer men, # will be a far more
favourable one than it is now, when their #malt
incomes must yield enormously to=tif state
through the commodities they buy. As for the
tendency to check accumulation, § is #lso nothing
in edmparison with that svhich at present exists,
What can check acctimulation so much as the
enhancement®f the price of every thing that the,
capitalist and labourer must buy, when part of the
added price goes to pdy for the trouble and tricke: y
attendant on a roundabout method of taxation?
No, no. While, besides tis enhancement of pﬁc’e,
five or six sevenths of the taxation of the king-
dom is berne by the labouring and accumulat-
ing classes, I cannot think that our capital%vould
grow the slower for the, burden being shifted
upon the class of proprietors who can best afford
the contribution, which would, after all, leave
them in the same relation to other individuals in
which it found them.”
K3
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“¢ § would certainly issue in that equality, since
income from skill and plabour would proportibn
itself presently to the gnount of property. The
physician who receiveft a guinca-fee from the
till how lightly-taxed }roprietor, would then re-
ceive a poynd ; and so on, through all occupa-
tions.  All woyld enjoy the relief from the dimi-
nish~d cost of collection, as 1 hope we shall all
do under our*present connnission, sir. Well, you
will not oblige us to put you upon your oath as
to your amount of income. You really have not
an income above 60l a‘year, Mr, Farrer? that
is our lowest!ienomination, sir; we tax none
under 60!. a year.”
© “If you chooseeto swear me, you may; but
my wile'and I can assure you that we have no
income beyond the few guineas that I may chance
to earn froin week 1o week. We have not been
married many months jeangd we have never dared
yet to think of such a thing as a regular yearly
income. Well, it might be imprudent ; but that
is all over, I believe. If I find that I now am
- have money——" ¢

The corimissioners disclaimed all intention of
"gdging the principles or*impulses under which

enry’s matrimonial affairs had proceeded,—
hoped to hear from him soon, if their good wishes
shoull be fulfilled, and left him looking at his
watch, and assuring Marie that*even yet it was
very early. .

“ But who are these ?” cried the unhappy lady
as two men entered the room, without the cere-
mony of bowing, with which the late visiters had
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departed: ¢ My husband, there is a conspjracy
against us ! , .

¢ 1 believe there is, Marie : but the innocent
can in this country confovpd conspiracies.”

Henry was arrested oi'a charge of seditfous
words spoken at divers fimes ; and alsd, of not
having given due notigg of an glien residing
within the rcalm without complying with thespro-
visions of the Alien Act. 4

The word * sedition” sounded fearful to Marie,
who had talked over with her husband, again and
again, the fates of Mufr_and Palmer, of Frost
and Winterbottom, and wany othe. .ictims of the
tyranny of the minister of that day. Her first
thought was, .

“ 'Fhey will send you to Botany Bayr " But I
will go with you

Henry smilingly told her he sbould® not have
to trouble her to get yeady to go so far, he be-
lieved ; but if she would put on her bonnet now,
he had no dotbt she would be permitted to ac-
company him, and lgarn for herself where the
mistake lay which had 1€d to this absurd arrést.

She went accordingly, trembling,—But maki
a great effort to shed no tears. In those'days of
tyrannical and, vaguely-expressed laws, of dreall
and prejudice in high places, a prisoner’s fate
depended mainly on the strength and clearfess of
mind of the mAgistrate Before whom he might
be brought, Henry was fortunate in this re-
spect.

Some surprising stories were told,—newer to
Henry and Marie than to anybody else,—of
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Hen:y's disaffection,~—of his having dined with
old college friends who, to the disgrace of their
education, had toasted the I'rench republic, and
laughed <as the king’s health was proposed ;
of uis having been oyerheard asking how the
people coyld help hatiig a government which
had Mr. Pitt at the head, of it, and talked vele-
menfly with some foreigners in praisc of equality ;
and of his heving finally refused to declare his
attachment to the constitution.

This story was not very formidable when it
was first told ; and after the magistrate had ques-
tioned the witaesses, and heard Ilenry’s own
plain statement, he Lelicved that no ground re-
anaitied for commitgnent, or for asking bail. Not
a single salitious word could be sworn to ;. and,
as to any imprudent ones that inight have been
dropped, tue gssertions of the witnesses were
much more imprudent, jnasmuch as they could in
no way be made to agree with themselves or one
another. This charge was dismissed, and Marie
found she should not have to go to Botany Bay.

The other accusation ‘'was better substantiated.
M. Verblanc had forgotten to give the required
atéount of himself when- he had changed his
tesidence, and it had never occurred to Henry to
lodge an information against him, .though he
knew, (if he had happened to recollect,) that the
forms of the alien law had not$ been complied
with. The magistrate had no alternative but to
fine him, and, as the amount was not forthcom-
ing, to commit him to prison till the fine should
be paid,
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Marie’s duty was now clear. She mtist fo to
Hém‘y’s sisters, and obtain the money froms them,
in order to sct her Lusband free to assist her
father, :

Cusrrer VI,
HHOW TO ENTERTAIN BORROWERS,

It was a strange way ol yisiting the old Louse in
Budge-Row for the first time.

Sam was standing two inChes taller than usual,
from being left in sole chargepof the shop, He
did not know exactly how his master Tad died ;
and, with all his 'se]f-importancc, was more likely
1o receive the information from the many inquisi-
tive customers who cymeefor pennyworths than
to give them gny. Morgan had not thought it
necessary to be explicit with him. She advised
him to mind his business, and let Miss Farrer
sce what he could do in a time of family distress.
Ie was profuse in his assurances to Marie that
his mistress could see ‘no visitors to-day’ Per;
ceiving that shg was a foreigner, he concluded
that she was a stranger, and was very unwilling
to let even Morgan know that any one wished
to speak with het. »

Marie thought she hc¥l never seen anything
more forlorn than Jane’s aspect as she sat in her
little parlour. She scemed to be doing nothing,
not even listening to Dr. Say, who was attempt-
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ing goft condolence, There was not cven the
occupation of making mourning, which had been
a resource on a former occasion. The bible lay
open on the table; but Jane was sitting by the
darkened window as Marie entered,—Dr. Say
having established himself by the fire.

“ You will ‘thank me,” said Marie, *“ for bring-
ing,you occupation,—for enabling you to help
us, sister.” wAnd she told her story, and what 1t
‘was that she desired Jane to do.

Jane seemed duly shocked at first; but when
she found that Henry was in no danger, and that
the whole case resolved itself into a money mat-
ter, her sympathy seemed to cool. She was silent
and- thoughtful.

« Comw,” said Marie, rising, “ bring out the
money ; and will you not go with me ?”

But Jane had something to say; or rather,
she seemed to be thipking aloud. Who knew
whether Michael had left a will, and whether
Henry would have any of the mottey 7  Besides,
she had not so ‘much in her purse; and it seemed
to her that this would wot pe the end of the busi-
ness, Ifthere was a conspiracy against Henry,
8ifd hic enemies knew that his family had money,
vhey would soon make up another charge, and
nobody gould foresee where it might.end. Per-
haps'the best kindness to Henry-would be for
his family to do nothing, that it might be scen
that there was no usec in pursuing him for evil.
Perhaps——

Dr. Say emphatically assented o the whole of
Jane’s reasoning. .
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“1 #m afraid of mistaking your Eng#sh,”
sall Marie, losing her breath. * Do yow mean
that you will not help Henry ?”

* Perhaps some other friend It mjght
be better for him that some ope elsgmmmm—o
Henry must have many friends,”

“ Perhaps. But in Erance war have sisters
who have begged alms for their brothers de-
fence, and thereby found a place®beside thenu
under the axe from which they could not save
them. I thought there was one universal sistex’s
heart.”

Jane called after her in vain. She was gone
like lightning. Morgan, hbwever, detained her
an instant at the door.

“ Wait, my dear young lady! '.'lhey will
follow you in tht streets if you look so wild,
ma’am !”

«Phen I will tell them how I scorn your
London rich sisters that keep their brothers pri-
soners for paliry gold !”

“ Do mot go, ma’.ﬁn ! Do stay till one can
think a little,” urged ¢t e horror-struck Morgan

“ No, I will not stay. But I will not Judge
all till I have seen ancther sister.”

“ Ah! Mrs. Peek. Go ta Mrs Peek ma’am ;
and I would go with you, bute——-o i

Marie thought this was a land of “ buts.” She
could not, however, have stfyed till Morgan could
get ready She made alt haste to Mrs. Peek’s
house.

* She did not know how to believe that the wo=
man she saw, nursing a baby, could be a sister
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of {denry’s, The house was as noisy ds Jane’s
was quiet; and the mistress as talkative &nd,
phable as J ane yas reserved and stiff.

In her untidy black bombazeen dress, she
lodked more like a servant than did her children’s
nursemtid in her black coarse stuff’; and the
various sounds of complaint that came From little
foll in every corner of the house weic less wear-
mg than the. mamma’s incessant chiding and re-
pining.—She did not know anything about whether
her brother Henry was really married or not,
she was sure; for Henry never came near them
to let them know what he was doing.

“ No wonder,” d¢hought Marie, when she
*looied back uponithe confusion of cluldren’s toys,
stools' of a.ll sizes, and carpets (apparently spread
to trip up the walker), among which she had
worked her way to the seat she occupled.

«*“ There are so many calls upon one, you see,
ma’am ; and those that have large families,—
(what a noise those boys do malke!)—so much
is required for a large family like ours, that it is
no easy matter to bring up children as some

eople dos in these days. The burdens are so

feat ! and I am sure we could never think of
$ending a son of ours to the university, if we were
sure of his settlmg ever 80 well.—O,, to be sure,
as you would say, ma’am, that should make no
difference in our helpiag Henry, hoping he would
not get into any such scrapes again. Well,
ma'am, I will ask Mr. Peek when he comes
home, to see if anything can be done.—~O, th#t
would be too late, would it? Well, I don’t know
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that thatesignifies so much, for I have m nptibn
that as Mr. Peck is a king's servant, it might fiot
be so well for him toappear. Dear me! I never
have any money by me, ma’am, but just for my
little bills for the family ; and I should not tifink
of parting with it whilt my husband, i out.—
Why, really, I have no idea where Jou could find
him. My little girl sh4ll see wliether he gs at
home, though T am quite sure he is yot. race,
my dear, go and see whether your fither is in the
back room. O, you won't. Then, Jenny, you
must go. There! yousee they won't go, ma’am;
but it is of no consequente, for I do assure you
he went out after breakfast. I saw him go.
Did not you, Harry 7

“ To dare to call one of their dirtymudé boys
after my Henry ' thought Marie, as she ran out
of the house.  Mrs. Peek stood looking after her,
wondering one thing and another about Ler, tll
the baby cried so loudthat she could not put off
attending to 1#m any longer,

Marie could thmk of no further resource but
to go back to Morgar® for advice. She was now
very weary, and parched with thirst. » She was
not accustomed to much exercise, and had ne?®
before walked alone through crowded streets ; hee
restless and anious night was also a bad pre-
paration for so much toil. She wasnear sinking
at once when, on returming to the shop, she
found from Sam that Mogghn had just gone out,
he did not know whither.

* * She could not go out with me!” thought
24 L
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Mage, ¢ My Ienry is the only English person
worthy to be French, after all.”

¢ Sure, mistress, you had better sit down,”
observed Sam, wiping a stool with his apron.
On being asked whether he could let her have a
glass of water, he did more than fulfil the request.
He found, ¥wen dark place under the counter, part
of «.bottle of some delicious syrup, which he
mixed with water, with something of the grace of
an apothecary. Maric could not help enjoying
it, miserable as she was; and Sam could not
help smiling broadly at the effect of what he had
done, grave as Lis demeanour was in duty bound
to be this day. "

Mlorgan’s ¢ but” proved one of the most
significan words she had ever spoken,  She did
better than go with Marie. -

She entered Jane’s parlour, and stood beside
the door when she had closed it. ’

1 must trouble you, ma’am, to pay me my
wages, if you please.” b

Jane stared at her in astonishment.

* What do you mearni, Morgan ?”

k"‘ I mean, ma’am, that I have had no wages
\?or these eleven years last past, and I wish to
have them now.”

¢ Morgan, I think you have lost your senses!
You never asked my father for these wages,”

“ No, Miss Jane, Fecause I hreld hig promise of
being provided for otherwise and better, and my
little money from elsewhere was all that I wanted,
while here. But I have it under your hand,’
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ma'am, what wages I was to have as long ms,l
,live,l with you."” ]

¢ And you have my promise also that I would
remember you in my will.”

“ Yes; but 1 would rather have my due wages
now instead.” ‘

Jane could understand nothinggef all this,
People were mnot accustomed to be askedafor
money in so abrupt a’way, especialy by an old
friend.

¢« Because, ma’am, people of my class are not
often so much in want of*their money as I am to-
day. If I had not knoW¥n that you have the
money in the house, I shoull not have asked for
it so suddenly” I will bring down the Box,
ma’am.”

She presently appearcd, hauling along a heavy
box with so much difficulty as to pblife Jane to
offer fo assist her. Morgaan next presented a key.

“ How came you Dy this key ?” asked Jane,
quickly, as shéPtried it, and the box lid flew open,
Jane felt in her bosom for her own key, which
was there, safe enough, o its stout black ribbon.

Morgan’s master had secretly gived her this
key years before. He kept one thousand pounts
in hard cash in_this box; apd it now appeared
that he had sef Morgan’s fidelity and Jane’s
avarice as a check upon each other. Each was
to count o¥&r the money ofge a-month,

“ You can count it now$ma'am, at vour leisure,
when you have paid me. I shall not touch that
key any more.”

“ 0, yes, do, Morgan,” said her mistress,

L2
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witlka leol of distress,  * All this is w00 much
for me. 1 cannot take care of everything my-
self.”

“ Then let it go, Miss Jane. I have not had
this ‘box under my charge so many years, to be
now followed about by your eyes, every time 1 go
near the plage,where it is kept.  Better you were
robled than that.” '

“ And yov, are too proud to expect a legacy
from me? 'That is the reason you want your
money now ?  You would cut ofl all connexion
between us 77 ‘

* Such is not my présent reason, ma'am; but
I do not say that I should like to sec you plan-

ning and planningshow you could—=—But I won’t
follow it-out, my dear. My wages, if you
please.”

And she lajd down a formal receipt for the
sum, and produced the canvass bag in which to
deposit her wealth. She then observed that she
must walk abroad for two or thtee hours, but
hoped to be back hefore she was much wanted.
If her mistress could spare her till dark, she
should take it as a particular favour; but she
cduld not say it was necessary to be gone more
than three hours at farthest.

Jane seemed too much displeased. or amazed
to reply; and Morgan left her counting the
guineas. She heard tie parlour-door bolted be-
hind her, so that no unore Maries could gain
access to her mistress.

How Marie reproached herself for lLer secret
censure of Morgan, when she found Heury at
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liberty,—¢the fine having been pard by his fatl-
ful®old friend! Morgan lLad shpped awpwas
soon as the good deed was doune.  She awaited
Henry and Marie, however, in their humble
home, whither she had procecded to prepar® a
delicate little dmmer for them, and se¢ that all
was comfortable for their repose froppgdhe troubles
of the day. [t was no Yault of iers that gghey
hrought heavy cares With them 5 thgt Henry had,
to console lus Marie under her father’s mnsfor-
tune,—his month of imprisonment, and sentence
to leave the country a¢ the cend of it.  What
more could any one do than join with them in
reprobating the tyranny of the Alien Act?

Cuarrer VII,

FAREWELL €0 *BUDGE-ROW.

MicuaeL was quietly buried when the verdict of
‘“ accidental death” had been duly agreed upon;
and there was ample chiployment for Ilenry
during the month of M. Verblane’s imptisonment
in settling the affairs. * There was no will; a

he therefore felt that the cluldren, and she whont
he considesed as the widow, though the law did
not so recognize her, had the first claim upon his
justice. He was resolved ®ghat an ample provi-
sion should be made for t#em ; and that it should
be done without encroaching on Mrs. Peek’s
share. Janc ought to have given the largest
proportion, not only because she had no clains

L3
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i
ujjox. hex, but because her survivorship enriched
het by means of this very death. She did cun- |
tribute ; but Henry’s portion was much larger;
and it soon appeared that Jane would not be at
handl in future, if further assistance should be re-
quired. *

Henry had in his investigation of the affairs,
learged that which prev(_ntcd his being surprised
on hearing from Morgan that Jane meant to g0
abroad. Shé had known so much of the smug-
gling transactions of the firm, that she had pro-
bably a good understanding with certain persons
out at sea, who could aid her in getting away
from the country she no longer loved, and jn
placing her where,she might invest her money so
as to avoid either an income or a property tax.

“ It is astrange freak of my mistress’s, sir, is
not it?” said Morgan. ¢ She must feel it so
lerself, or she would not have left me to teil you
the story.”

“ It would be strange in most pevple, Morgan.
I know it is said by some that an income or a
property tax must drive individuals to invest their
money abeoad ; but I am sure that exceptin a
féW rare cases, it would not be so. A man has
g0 much more confidence in the stability of the in-
stitutions of his own country than in those of any
other,—there are so many inducements to kecp
his treasure where his sieart is,—mnear his kindred
and his father’s lLousey—his obligations are so
much more calculable at home than abroad,—
and, above all, it is so clear that the substitution
of a direct for an indirect tax must set free the
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exerciserof his capital and his industr'\s,—-::z a
min must be burdened indeed before he, weuld
think, for this reason alone, of placing his capital
elscwhere. Jane’s case is different.”

“ Ah! Mr. Henry, she has left off loving®her
kindred and her father’s*house.” .

“ Not so, I hope: but she is ng Jonger happy
among them, for reasord which we can gpder-
stand.” ‘

¢« She owned as much to me, sir, as that she
could not bear to think of yon poor young woman
and her cluldren having what had been so hardly
earned ; or to see the wiste and dawdling going
on in Mrs. Peek’s family ; or to pay her taxes in
a heavy lump when the govergment chose te calk
for it, instcad of buying a little of thisand % little
of that,when she liked, without having to remem-
ber that she was paying taxes.”

« Ah! that is the reasgn why Peopte like thase
indirect taxes. But ¥ should have thought that
Jane had see? enough of the waste that there is
in the collecting them, to think very ill of
them.” '

“ The taking stock of my masterds tea, sir,
once a-month—what a farce it was! How m#iy
officers were paid for little more than not seeiny
cheats ! apd tvhen one thinks of the permits,
and the entry books, and the army of spies,—
for so they are,»—that hawe to be paid out of the
duties collected, one wonders that Miss Jane, or
anybody else, should be found to speak up for
such an extravagant plan.”

. * Those will be most ready to do so who are
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unilling to pay in proportion for the protection
wh &l\(lb of most importance to those who have
the most property. But they forget the plain rule
that when the people’s money is raised to be
speitt for the good of the people, as httle as pos-
sible ought to be wasted by the way. It is a
shame that the cost of collection should be seven
pound ten in every hufidred pounds, when the
odd shillings would be enough under good ma-
‘nagement.”

* But is that true, sir?”

¢ Quite true ; and theless this particnlar mat-
ter is looked to, the wider will the difference be
between what is and what ought to be. My wife
avill tell you that there was a time in France when
the nation<paid five times as much in taxes as
ever arrived at the treasury. Uader a wiser ma-
nagement, the same people afterwards paid no
more than a tenth part of their taxes to thé col-
lectors, though there were above two hundred
thousand persons employed in tle collection.
O, yes, these were far too many ; but you may
sce what a difference it fhakes to the people whe-
thér this point be managed well or ill; and it is
vé&y clear that it must be a great advantage to
have a plan of taxation which would employ a
few persons, at regular times; 8o that people
would know what they had to pay and when, and
that as little as possiBle would e lost by the
way.” o

 They say that an immensity of money will
be raised by this income’ tax.”’

“ A great deal; and so there ought to be.
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Sqmething great ought to come out of soflipa-
,grecable a process. It is very disagreeable«4b be
examined, and have onc¢’s concerns pryed into in
the way that these commissioners must do. Lam
sure I do not wonder at my sister’s dislike of 1t.”

“ Q, sir, I never saw such a confliCt as she
had to go through with herself. gab determined
never to be present again when the gengemen
came. When she did bring hersif to give an,
account, I know what a struggle she had to tell
the truth. T would not for the world that any
one else had been thefe; but, sir, the commis-
sioners laughed, and winked, and threatened her
with the oath.”

“ One Is exosed to the impertinence of *tax-
gatherers nnder any system ; and I & not know
that it need be*worse under this tax than any
other. But it is provoking that this must be
added to what we had, to bear before. Prices are
just as high as ever. There has been no reduc-
tion of the old taxes yet. Our producers of food
and clothing, and all that we want, go on paying
their taxes in commoditiés, and not only charging
these on the articles when sold, but the inte?st
on their advance of money for the tax. *And so
does the consuymer’s money run out in many a
chanpel.” «

“ All this helps my mistress abroad. But,
sir, is it true that she canflpt go safely 7

* Yes, and she must khow it.”

‘ She does. She hinted as much tome, Do
you suppose anybody will stop her ?”

* If they can get hold of her; but her friends
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aré those who will convey her safely, if anybody
can® She knows that at present it is high trea-
son to invest money inan enemy’s country, parti-
cularly in land—"

(0 dear; and I believe it is your French
gentlemin's lands that she has in view.”

*“ We canet prevent her going, if she chooses
to ruy the risk; but a great risk 1t is. The sale
.of their lands i supposed to be the principal means
that our enemies have for carrying on the war;
and no English person is allowed, under the pe-
nalty of death, to purclnse land or to buy into
the French funds, But what will be done about
Jane’s annuity 7 ¢
* ¢'She says she has laid a plan for gefting it,—
whether b coming over once a-year in the same
way that she goes, or by some diher device, 1 do
not know.” Surely, sir, those tontine annuities
are very bad things!  Worse than lotteries, since
they make people jealous of their nelghbours
lives, and rejoiced to hear of their deaths.”

“ Very bad! No gaming is much worse.
The advantage to the annuitants is, in its nature,
mpst uneqiial ; and itis so disadvantageous to the

overnthent, that none of its money is set free
till the last of the lot is dead, that 1 wonder the
system is persevered in.” “

“ I am sure 1l wish the government had had
the Mr. Hills’, and mYy master’s for Miss Jane
has never been like the' same person since. Do
you know, sir, I believe there is one who will be
particularly dlsappomted at her going away ?”

“ You mean Dr. Say. Do you think he has
ever had anv chance with her 7
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shbuld not wonder, after all, if she thinks to#ke

3

¢ Sometimes I have thought he hagd; :mt& L

*him on

*“ No, no, Morgan. She never can mean to
marry that man.”

“ Why, sir, when people of her sphit have
been cruelly disappointed once, as Lknow her to
have been, they are apt®o find too late thg want
of a friend to join themselves to ;gand yet they,
do not like to give up their sway. Now, Dr. Say~
is so yielding »

“ Ay, at present.”

“ True, sir; buthe is Yery yielding indeed, to
judge from the coldness he dias put up with from
my mistress, #nd his hanging to her still. eBut
she will not have him yet; not till shehas Sained
her particular end in going abroad ; and then,
perhaps ?

“q'his is the way hupan créatures do when
they are perverted %nd mjured like my poor
sister.  The? must finish some tnfling thing,
gain some petty point, and then begin to think
of the realities of life, ‘Poor Jane! what can a
few more thousands be to her? Morgan, have
you ever thought of gomg with her?”

¢ 1t would have been my desire, if it had ndt
been my proniise, to stay with her as long as we
both lived ; but from her saying nothing to me
about it, and her talking ®f things that 1 believe
are to be left for me tosdo after she is gone, I
suppose that she does not wish for me.”

*“ Then where will you go? What do you
think of doing ?”
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‘“Just what Providence may prepare to my
hatl T have scarcely cast my mind that way
et.” ’

Nor did Morgan settle her thoughts on her
owh concerns till compelled to do so. There
was mbch to be thought of and accomplished ;
and it was {4 way of everybody to look to Mor-
gan,in all cases of bustle and difficulty. The

_business, shop, and house tliereto belonging, were

" immediately” disposed of ; and they had to be

prepared for the new tenant, and vacated in a
short time. Jane would not sell the furniture ;
she could not find in her heart to let it go for so
little as it would now bring ; still less to give it to
Patience.  Her ggeen stuft curtains, and thread-
bare carpets, and battered tables, and shabby fire-
irons, were all valuable in her.cyes, because of
some of these she had known no others, and of
some she still ‘thought as new. ow mauy re-
currences of mind had she to these articles,—
now reddening at the idea of the insulting price
that was offered for them, and then sighing at
the thought of the extravagance of hiring a room
expressly for their reception! This last was the
phun firally decided upon, however ; and, by dint
bf such close packing as nobody else would have
formed an idea of, the greater par. of the lumber
was stowed, while there was still space left to
turn round. . .

Everything was goae from the kitchen but
one chair and a few cooking utensils when Mor-
gan sat before the fire, knitting worsted stock-
ings, and roiaking Lerself to the time of the old
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Welsh «#ir she was singing low to herself. *Ihe
cldck that ticked was gone ; and the monotadhus
Ssinging of the kettle was the only sound besides
her own voice.  She was thinking about Wales,
as she always did when she sang,—of the fafm=
house in the vailley whete she was born ¥ and of
Low lightly she tripped 1o the sprige.the morning
she was told that there Were thoughts of sgnding
Ler with her uncle, the carrier, to bondon to win,
her bread; and then of the evening when she®
emerged from among the last hills, and saw the
plain, with its clusters &f trees, and its innume-
rable hedge-rows, and fts few hamlets, and a
church stecple or two, all gbwing in the sunset;
and how she Admired a flat ceuntry, and faticied
how happy people must be who lived in a flat
country ; and then how little she imagined that,
after having become familiar with I®ndon life,
she ghould ever be sitting alone, %ecing the com-
fort of the abode démolished, day by day, and
waiting to knbw what should becowe of her when
the last of the fannly she had served so long was
about to wander away from the old house. The
clatter without went on just as if all was as for-
merly within. The cries, the bustle, and ¢he 18%d
laughs in the street seemed yery like a mockery®;
and Morgan, *who had never, all these years,
complained of the noise of Budge-Row, was very
nearly being put out of teper about it this even-
ing. In the midst of itp she thought she heard
her mistress’s hand-bell ring, and stopped her
chanting to answer the summons.  She released
from its place under her gown the canvass bag,
M
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bich must have proved a great burden to ler
nx side, and carried the kettle in the ofhc}'
hand, supposing, with the allowable freedom of
an old servant, that Miss Farrer might be wish-
ing for her tea a little earlicr than usual, and that
there cbuld be no harm in saving her turns along
the passage. .

“Ma’am, 1'm afraid ‘your rheumatism troubles
you,” said sbe, seeing that"Jane had drawn her’
shawl over ler head. ¢ I thought it would be
80 when you took the curtains down in such bitter
weather.” )

“ Never mind that,” Morgan: I must mect
more cold at sea.”” *

“eBut you had better get well first, ma’am.
Would yott wish that L should step {or Dr. Say "
and Morgan put some stiffuess into her manner.

Jane lodked round upon the disfurnished apart-
ment, and probably thought that it lookdd too
comfortless to be seen by Dr. May; for she de-
sired that 1f he called he should bE told that she
was too tired to see any one,

I think, Morgan,” she proceeded, * there is
nothing 1éft but what you can take care of for
e, if I must go in a hurry. It will hardly take
You two hours to stow these few things with the
rest of the furniture; and an hour or two of
your time, now and then, will kecp them in good
order for me.” .

And then followedv sundry directions about
airing, dusting, brushing, &c., all which implied
that Morgan would remain near at hand.

I have said nothing about your going with
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me.” coitinued Jane.  “ I suppose you nevar
tlxoﬁlgh(, of 1 ’

b <1 considered myself bound, Miss Jane, after
what we eonce sud together, to follow vou for
life, if you had so pleased. Since you do not ?

“ 1t would be too mulh for you, Mordan. [
would not expose you to the riskb.:.;,r to the fa-
tigue.  You hnow notlfhg of the fatigggs of
such a voyage as L ant going upon. ¢ln a regular
vessel it 18 very great ; but——="

“ Ma’am, I have no wish to go otherwise than
at your desire. 1 am old now, and ?

“ Yes, it will be wuefl hetter for you to be
with Patience, or with Henry”

“ INo, ma’ant; it T leave you it must be t& go
back to my own place.  The same d#y that you
dismiss me 1 shalt plan my way home. I donot
wish to be turned over from service fo service,
knowfhg that I shall nevey attacl® myself to any
as 1 did, from the first} to you, my dear.”

¢ But what %111 you do with yourself in Wales?
Lverybody you knew, there must be dead, or
grown up out of knowledge.”

 Perhaps so; but it will serve my turn to sit
and kuit by the farmhoase fire ; and 1 should liffe
to be doing something in a dairy again. I have
not put my hahd to a churn, much less seen a
goat, these seventecn years, except once, when
your father sent me, in a h#gry, to Islingion, and
there, Miss, 1 saw a godt; aund, for the life of
me, 1 could not help following it down a laiie to
see where it went to, and to watch its habits.
When I saw it browsing and croppng, even

‘m 2
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t}i})lfgh it was in a brick-field, T could mot help
stakeing behind it; and the thing led me such a
round, I had much ado to get home to tea. My
master found out that something had kept me;
buf T was ashamed to tell him what it was.
However, our Welsh goats but 1 am taking
up your time,, Yes, 1 shall go back into Wales.
But first, ma"am, theré is a little thing to be
settled. T gave up to you ‘my key of that box,
or I would have put the money in without trou-
bling you ; but here is the sum you paid me the
other day, and 1 will tréuble you for the receipt
back again.” '

“ What can you'nean, Morgan, by demand-
ing ‘your wages se strangely, and then bringing
them bacle ugain ?”

‘I meant to keep the promise I made to you,
Miss Jane;—to cover your faults when I could.
You refused to pay the fine for Mr. Henry, and
so I paid it in your name; that was what I
wanted the money for. I did not' think of hav-
ing it back again; but Mr. Henry seemed so
uncasy about not discharging it, that I let him
take his otvn way.”

“Jane made some objections, which Morgan
would not listen to. She would neither suffer
any allusion to the legacy nor to her own cir-
cumstances. She briefly declared that she had
cnough. Her small 'wants wers supplied from
the savings of her yeung days, and she had
no further use for money, besides having taken
something of a disgust to it latery. She pos-
sessed heiself of the key from her mistress’s




TAREWELL TO BUDGE-ROW. 125

side without being opposed, unldcked the hige
begore hér face, and deposited the cash, Showip X,
"lt the same time, that she resuned the ]‘Ci“élpl.
While she was doing this, Jane drew her shawl
farther over hicr head, as if she suffeied from Wie
cold. Morgan saw that 1tewas to conceal har tears.

< Oh, Miss Janc! only say that vou wish 1t,
and L will give up Walergand oo vati vou; or if
vou would but he ¢mtent to go back ® my
home, you might think about mond& as much as
ever, if you must, and be happy at hviag in such
a cheap comntry.  But pouw mght there forget
all such troubles to the mynd, 1 vou would.”

Jane hastily observed (Jat it was too late
for this : she had given Ler word to sail, and she
must sail direetly 3 she could itar nothing s the
contrary.

Morgan said no more, but brought tea, and
prepaged everything for her igistress’s  early
going to rest, and then eame to tahe wway the
tea-things.

“ You will make it carly bed-time to-night,
ma’am ?*? said she.

Jane assented.

“ Then I have a strong belief that this is tde
last speech T shall have of you, Miss Janc ; and
I would not pagt tfrom you without a farewell, as
I fear otheYs, nearer and dearer, must do.”

“ None arc nearer angd dearer,” exclaimned
Jane, in a tone'which uywt Morgan’s fortitude.
She then checked herself, and coldly added, * 1
mean to call on my brother and Patience before
1 go.”

M 3
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\F « What I an least sorrv about,” said Morgan,
«“Ig, thal you are going out upon the f‘l(dt and
w l(](, gea. I am yldd tlnt vou will see a million.
of dashing waves, and feel the sweeping winds,
boéh of which T used to know something of from
the top of our mountain. We have both seen
too much of brick walls, and heard too much of
the noise of fecity.  Yeur spirits have failed you
sadly*of late, my dear; and I myself have been

“less lightsonle than 1 have always held that a
trusting creature should be.  Ah! vour tears will
dry up when you are among the deeps; and you
will find, as the waters,heave up and about you,
how little worth is in all worldly care, take my
word for it, my dear. You on the sea by star-
qll(rht‘and 1 in e valley when the (‘d!‘l\f buds
come out—oh ! we shall grow mto a more ‘whole-
some mind, than all the ch.\nuc% "here have lelt us
in. Meantlme, we must part; and if we should
never meet again ”

¢ Oh, but “Uhere is no fear: it is a very safe
voyage, indeed, they tell me. I cannot have any
fancies put into my head al out not coming back,
Morgan.”

! \Ve]l let it be so then,—lct it be that you
wxll certamly come back; still I am old,—ayv,
not what you will allow to be old, if you reach
my years, but what I like to think so.” You can-
not, in your heart, say that you would be taken
by surprise any day te hear that old Morgan was
gone. Well, then, God bless you! and give you
a better relish of this life before he calls vou t
another!” -
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“ Indeed I am not happy,” was the fegliger
expressed by Jane’s manner, and by hef tearg, as
Quuch as by her words.  She could neither”con-
trol her feelings nor endure to expose their in-
tensity, and she therefore hastened to bed, scamn-
ingly acquiescing in Mgrgan's advice ngt to be
in a hurry to rise in the morning.

Morgaw’s sleep was giot very esound ; partly
from the sense of digcomfort in the naked®ouse,
and more from busy and anxious tfughis—sucly
as she had never known among the green hills
of Wales, and such as were likely, she therefore
supposed, 1o be laid to rgst when she should be
at home again.  She fancigl several times that
she heard Jang stirting, and then dropped 1pto a
doze again, when she dreamed that ficr mistress
was sleepmg very quietly. At last she started
up, uncasy at finding that it was brogd daylight,
and gorry that the alarum had yot been one of
the last things to hegtaken awayv, as she feared
that Ler misgess might be kept waiting for her
breakfast. She bustled about, made a particu-
larly good fire, ventured to take in, of her own
accord, a tempting hot roll, and, as Lgr mistress
was still not down stairs, made a basin of 1ga,
and carried up the tray to the chamber.

“ 1 hope you find your head better this morn-
ing, ma'atn ?” said she, drawing up the blind
which kept the room in dgrkness.

No answer. ‘Morgan gaw no traces of clothes,
and hastily pulled aside the bed-curtain : no one
was there. A little farther search convinced her
that June was gone.
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-'i‘l;e people im the shop testified to {wo stout
pofters having arrived early, and asked "peimips-
sion T go in and out through the shop.  They,
had each carried a heavy box, and been accoms
panded by the lady in deep black, whose veil was
over hey face when she went out.  She had not
gone without another word, as Morgan at first, m
the bitterness eldher heart,reproached her for doing.
She had left a note, with an affectionate assmance
of rememberise her old friend, not onlv m her
will, but during every day of her hfe.  Morgan
would also find that a spm of money hal been
left in Henrv’s hands for her, as some acknow-
ledgment of her long services.  There was also
advice about purchasmg an annuity with it, which
Morgan did not reid to-day.

The shop-boy had the benefit of the hot roll.
Morgan set off to discover how thuch Mr. Henry
knew of Jance’s, proceedings.  Maric could, tell
no more than that she -had missed the bird on
coming down into the cheerful breakfast-room of
their new lodgings. Their maid bhad admitted a
lady in black to write a notr there this morning,
as the family were not down. The bird had not
begh scen since; and it could only be supposed
that it was carried away in its cage under the
lady’s long black cloek. R

Jane acknowledged this in her note wo Henry.
She could not resist carrying away this living
relic of old times. It jnust be more precious to
her than to them; and she should send Marie
from abroad some pet to be cherished for her
sake, if Marie cared enough for her to do so.
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Tlgy batl better not enquire where she was dofe,
or how; but trust to hearing of her thasgigh
WM. Verblanc (when he should be again abroad)
or his agents.

Patience seemed to be the only one who had
seen her sister, while thus scattering her®ghostly
adicus.  Paticnce related that thg house was in
such confusion when Jaife came m, (so unggason-
ably early !) that sh¢ had no very glear recollec-
tion of what had passed, further than that Jané
cried very much, so that the elder children did
not know what to make'of it; and that her black
veil frightened the litld ones when she was
kissing them all round.  Sh® hoped Jane did not
really mean that she was going away fof any
length of time. She somchow htd not half
believed that; Bbut as Morgan did believe it,
Patience began at last to be very sdrry indeed.

Morgan could not quit Lond8n these two or
three days, if she was“to leave her mistress’s little
concerns in tile exact order in which she desired
them to remain, She would not be persuaded
to pass her few days any where but in the old
kitchen, or to leave unvisited for a sihgle night
the chamber where her master died. Thiseven
was cold and stormy. She, thought first of her
mistress’s stheimatism ; and. as the wind rose,
and whistled under the doors, and roared in the
chimney, she waudered tp the window to see
how things looked in tBe Row, The flame of
the lamps flickered and flared within the glass;
women held on their bonnets, and the aprons of
workmen and the pinafores of children fluttered
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about, Morgan was but too sure that it must
be % bad night on the river, or at sea. She
wished she knew whether Mr. ITenry thought so!
This would have settled the matter with Morgan,
for she believed Mr. Henry knew every thimg ;
but it was too late to intrude upon him to-night.
She would ga jn the morning.

In the morning, whén she got up carly, to
observe the Jieavy clouds 'still drifting rapidly
‘over the narrow slip of sky which was all that
could be seen from even the back of the house,
she found a little bird ‘cowering down on the
window-sill, as if drowsy through fatigue and
cold. There was n8 mistaking the bird, and in
another moment it was warming itself against
Morg&n's'cheek and in her bosom, wlile the
hand which was not employed ir. guarding it was
preparing 18 holiday mess of crumbs, milk and
sugar. " ) ’

“ O, my bird!” exclaimed Marie, the moment
Morgan produced it from beneath her red cloak.

* Did not my mistress say something to you,

ma’am, of sending you some living thing for a
remembraiice ? Do you think it likely she should
sefid you this bird ?”
“ No: nobody thought it likely., But how the
creature could have escaped from such guardian-
ship as Jane’s was very unaccountable. There
was no connecting it whh the gales of last night ;
yet Morgan could not forget her own words
about the wide and rough waters, and what Jane
would feel when she saw them in their might.

While Marie was yet weeping over the
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departune of Ler fatler, on the ¢xpiration of his
mg)mh of imprisonment, and listening tosher
Niushand’s cheering assurances that peace must
conre, and with it, liberty for all to go to and fro,
she said,

¢ Meanwhile, there may be comfort Yor you
in hearing through him of Jane. = Will she not
send us tidings, as she s#fid 77 ‘

No such intelligence came; ,and In M.
Verblauc’s frequent letiers was always contained
the assurance that no tidings of the estimable
lady, the sister of his %on-in-law, had reached
Iis agent or himself.

Henry Lad been long sciti®d down to his duties
and enjoyments as a country ¢lergyman, when
he receved a letter from Peck comtaining the
followmg intelligence, which was immediately
forwarded to Morgan.

“I*had been applied to sevefal times,” Peek
wrote, ¢ about Jane Frrer, spinster, the surviving
claimant of #he tontine annuity last year, on
whose bebalf no claim has been made this year.
You will see presently that government has had
a lucky hargain of that annwty, which is more
than can often be said of that sort of tranasactidh.
The whole thing has come to light ; and Patiencd
was in gregt distress about it; all yesterday. Wc
have had a rare catch of smugglers; and one of
them let out, when he began to be chop-fallen,
that it was very odd he had escaped such a many
risks, to be trapped at last. Among the rest, he
told us of one surprising get off when he thought
he was sent for to the bottom where all the rest
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went,  After awindy day, which had blown their
boat.out of the river at a fine rate, till they whre
almost within sight of their smuggling vesse},
their cockle-shell could not stand the gale. He
sWears that they should have done very well bug
for the Yieavy chests that<they were carrying for a
gentlewoman who wanted to be smuggled abroad,
She was almobt desperar.c when the,y hieaved both
cliests overboard, though-she had been quict
-enough while the gale was rising. She went
down_ quietly enough too, when the boat filled,
and sunk from under them all, leaving such as
could to save themselves on any thing they
could find to floatson; by which means he and
vone«other only got to shore. Al he remembers
about the, gentlewoman is that she wore a black
cloak, and noticed nobody, more or less, but a
siskin that she had with her in a cage. One of
the Jast thingsvhe did,—and he remembers it by
a joke that went round, &f her caring about a
brute creature’s life when her ownewas not worth
a farthing,—the last thing she did was letting
fly the bird, and she looked after it, to sce how
it fared in the wind, when the water was up to
htr own knees. I'rom the oddness of this, and
«he black cloak, we feel convinced it must have
been sister Jane, besides the date being the same.
Patience fretted a good deal about it yesterday,
as I mentioned. ‘Weisuppose that we shall now
see you in town abolb the affairs, and you know
where you may always find a pipe and a Dbit of
chat.”

“Do mnot go, Henry,” said Marie. ¢ Let
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Peck havg all the wealth. Do not let ys touch
thal which has poisoned the lives of three of your
family.” - .

¢ 1t poisoned the peace of their lives, Marie,
and it caused their deaths. We will not die df
such solicitude, nor, if ahy of our childreh must
die by violegce or accident, shall it be for such a
cause. They must be taukht the udes of wgalth;
and fearfully has Piovidence qualified us for
teaching this lesson.”

“That wealth is but an instrument, and that
they are responsible for the use of it ?”

“ Responsible, not only to Him who maketh
rich and maketh poor, but % society,—to the
state. 'We willsteach our children that to ewade
or repine at their due contribution to ¢he state is
to be ungrateful to gheir best earthly protector, and
to be the oppressors of those who should rather be
sparedsin proportion as their meads are less. If
10 lay on burdens too #eavy to be borne be one
crime, it is anather to refuse a just burden.”

Henry checked himself on perceiving that he
was reproaching the ‘memory of his deceased
brother and sister. IIe regarded them, however,
as victims rather than aggressors,—victims t3
their father’s false views, and to the policy of the
time, which, by'making the ftate a spendthrifi,
rendered too many of its members sordid.

¢ This is the favourite that Jane sent me to be
cherished for her sake,” said’Marie, approaching
the bird. It shall be cherished.”

“I failed in my trust,” thought Morgan, as
she went out to call home the kids from the

N
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" rhountain,—* Lifailed in my trust when I doubted
abopt Miss Jane’s old age. What did | know
about whether she would ever be old ; or, it shg
should be, whether there would not by that time
be peace, and a less beavy burdenmg of the
peoplepso that they might be free o see more
clearly whether or not they were madeto struggle
with low things all theig hves, Iike a sick person
in a dream who 1s always tiing to fly, and is for
ever baffled 21 don’t know whether one ought
to be sorry that Miss Janc has been wakened up
untimely from such a deean 5 but I mourn that
she did not come here to sec what a fearful
mistaking of Proviasnce it is to dream on in that
resiess bed when here are suck wide fields of
sweel thyme forone’s eyes and one’s heart to rest
upon. Let men live in cities, if they will; but
why should they thmk that the fields and the
brooks are for ¢hose only who live among ¢hem ?
These brooks must rtin ever silver sands, and
yonder harvest fields must bear ears of real gold
before men may fancy that gold is in favour with
God, and that 1t should thxrefore he sought as a
main thieg by men. 1 wish it had pleased God
that Miss Jane had but once come here,”
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Swmmary of Principles illustrated in thss
Volume.

All the members of a society who derive protection
from its government owe a sertain propertion o3 the pro-
duce of theil labour or capital to the support of that go-
vernment,—that 1s, are justly liable tode taxed.

The proportion contribmted should be deterngined by
the degree of protection®enjoyed,—of prgtection to pro- .
perty,—for all are personally protected. 4

In other words, a just taxation must leave all the
members of socety in pregisely the same relation in
which it found them, .

This equality of contribution is the first principle of
a just taxation. ’

Such equality, can be secured only by a method of,
direct taxation. »

. Ad

Taxes on commodities are, from their very’nature, un-
equal, as they leave*it in the choice of the rich man how
much he shall contribute to the support 8f the state ;
whilesthe man whose whole income mast be spent in the
purchase of commoditiesshas® no such choice, This in.
equality is aggl}vuted by the necessity, in order to make
these taxes productive, of imposing them on necessaries
more than on luxuiies.

Taxes on commodities’are further injurious by entail-
ing great expense for the prevention of smuggling, and
a needless cost of collection. _

They could not have been long tolerated but for theig
quality of affording a convenient, method of tax-paying,
and for the jgnorance of the bulk of the people of their
injurious operation.

The method of direct taxation which Lest secures
cquality is the imposition of a-fax on income or on pro-
perty.

There is so much difficulty in ascertaining to the ge-
neral satisfaction the relative values of incomes held on
different tenures, and the necessary inquisition is so
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obipug, that if a”tax on the source of incomes can be
proved equally equitable, it is preferable, inasmuch asvit
narrdws the province of inquisition.

There is 1o reason to suppose that an equitable gras
duation of a tax on invested capital is impracticable ;
ane as it would equally affect all incomes derived trom
this invegtment (that is, all ipcomes whatsoever), its ope-
ration must be singularly impartial, if the true principle
of graduation be once attained.

A graduated property tax¥s free from all the evils be-
longing to taxes on commoditiesy while it has not their

“single recomméndation—of favouring the subordinate
convenience of the tax-payer,

This last consideration will, however, become of less

importance in proportion as the great body of tax-payers
advances towards that enlifhtened agreement which is
essential to the establisoment of a just system of taxa-
tion. .
' The.grossest violation of every just principle of taxa-
tion is the gafictice of burdening posterity by contract-
ing permanent loans, of which the nation is to pay the
interest. v

The next grossest violation of justice is the tragsmit-
ting such an inherited debs unlessened to posterity, es-
pecially as every improvement in the arts of life furnishes
the means of throwing off a portion of the national bur-
dens.

T'he same rule of morals which requires state-economy
on bebalf of the present generation, requires, on behalf
of futfire generations, that no effort should be spared to
l_iql“dute'the National Debt.

THE , END.

London: Printed by WirLiam CLowes, Duke-sircet, Lambeth.
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PREFACE.

The task which I -iiginally propoged to myself is
now finished. 1 have done what I could to illds-
trate the leading princiyles of Political Economy.
But I camnot leave off pithout attempting some-
thing more which I believe svill mprove the pur-
pose of what I have already done.  Naw that
T'axaTioN is cverywhere considered subject of
deep importances—attention having been called to
it in_a rcmarkable degree since my series was
planned —I feel thgt my work is not complete
without a further illustration of the practice as well
as the principle of Taxation. In the present doubt-
ful state of our finantial policy, the few Numbers
which I am about to issuc may be expected to be
of greater temporary, and of less permanenf, in-
terest than thoge which have.preceded them. How-
ever this 1hay be, I believe myself called upon to
offer them, before laying aside my pen for a long
tuterval,

That I should be permitted to complete, without
mterruption, my original plan of monthly publica-
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tion, for two years, was more than, in the uncgr-
tainty of human aflairs and the inconsistency of
human projects, 1 ventured to anticipate with an§
degtree of assurance.  This is not the place in
which torexpress more tlan a mere acknowledg-
ment of the fact.  But [ must be allowed to add
that sod~ng a contmuanw of health and leisure
ig less surprising to me than the steadiness of the
favour by which my exertions have been supported.
Unless I could explain Iow far my achievements
have fallen short of my tims, [ could not express
my sense of the pati®hce with which the wise have
borne*with my failures, and the ardour with which
(for the sake’of the science) they Lave stimulated
my successes : while those who Lave done me the
honour of learning anything from me, have, given
me a yet higher pleasure' by ¢heir studious appreci-
ation of my object. I know not thtat my friends
of either class can be better thanked than by the
assurance, that while in their service T Lave not
exgerlenced a single moment of discouragement or
weariness about my task. I have been ofton con-
scious of weakness, amounting to. failure ; but 1
have never been disheartened. Long afier my
slight elementary work «shall ‘have heen (1 trust)
superseded, [ shall, if T*live, recur with (uict de-
light to the time when it formed my chief occupa-
tion, and shall hope that the wide fricndships which
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it has criginated will subsist when my litfle vo-
lumes are forgotten,

- It must be perfectly needless to explain what 1
owe to preceding writers on the science of which T
have treated.  Such @ acknowledgment could
only accompany a pretension of my own to have
added something to the science—a retension
whicli I bave never made. By dwdling, as 1 haye
been led to do, on their discoverics, 1 have hecome
too much awakened tv the glory to dream of
sharing the honour.  Giréat men must have their
hewers of wood and drawers’of water ; and scien-
tific discoverers must be followed by those who will
popularize their discoveries. When tlie woodman
finds it necessary to explain that theforest is not
of hig planting, I may begin to, particularize my
obligations to Smitheand Malthus, and others of
their high order.

I proceed to my short remaining task untired,
and happy to delay, for a few months,, the period
when I must bid my readers a temporary fareviell.

H M.:

s

Felruary, 1834.
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Wealth is to be obtamned by the, mploymeat of
labour on materials furnished by Niture, ,
As the matenals of Nature apped® to be inex-
haustlble, and as the-supply of laboug is continually
progressive, no other hmits can be #5%igned .. the
operations of labour thyn those of xluman intelli-
gence, r
Productive laho Wi emg a beneficjal power, what-
ever stimulates- an\ “rec?s this power is beneficial
_calso. ]-’
Many kmds of "unproductive 1¥bour do shis
Many kinds of unpxoducuve labour are, therefore,
beneficial.
All labour for which tlmre de @ fair demand is
equally respectable. o
Labour being a beneficial power, all economy of
that labour must be beneficial.
Labour is economized, C e
I. By divisivn of labour; in three ways.
1. Men, o best what they are* accustomed
to doy
2. Men' do the most qulckly work which
they stick to,
3. It is a saw‘ng of time tg have several
parts of & work going on a’iuace.
Labour is economized,
II. By the use of machmo‘f’y, which .
1. Eases man’s labour.
2. Shortens man’'s labour; and thus, by
doing his work, sets him. at liberty for
other work. B
Labour should be prot%c‘ted by securing its na-
tural liberty ; that is,—
1. By showing no partiality.
2. By removin,r the effects of former partwlity

v
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OarrTAL is. something produced with a view to
employment in further production.

Labour is the origin, and

Saving is the support, of capital.

Gupiial coMjists of

1. Implumcnts of lahour.

2,“Material, simple or ~ mpound, on which
labour is employed. ¢
$ubslstencc of Tavous th «

(013 t]lcse three parts, the st COnstitutes fixed
canital ; the second and third .eproducible capital.

Since capital 1s derived from labour, whatever
economizes labour assists the growth of capital.

Ma(-hmcry e “omizes labour, and therefore
assists the growt?. 3¢ capital.

The glowth of ‘capital increases thc demand for
Jabouy.

Machmm‘), by assisting the growth of capital,
therefore ir.creases the demand far labour.

In othen words, productive indnstry is propor-
tioned to capital, whether that capital be fired or
reproducible.

The interests of the tw» classcs of producers.
labourers and capitalists, aie therefore thc same;
the prosperity of both' depefﬂm(r on the accumula-
tion of CAPt. aL.

Of that which is necessary and agreeable to
mankind, no measuré can be taken j the materials
being apparently inexhaustible, and the power of
approprxatxon incessan*ly progressive. There is
nothing very melanchohy in this; and it is as truc
as if it was the saddest proposition that ever was
made. Is there any known commodity which
has fa!led from off the earth vhen men desired to
retain*it? Is it not true of eyery commodity,
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thay in proportion as men desire to have,more of
it, its quantity is increased 7 The "nsire prompts
ta the requisite labour ; and we k,g{v of no in-
stance where the requisite labour 'ép.s been-yuj-
versally stopped for waunt of maierials.  The
Norwegians may want” more wheat, awd the
Kamtchatkadales will certainly wish for better
clothing by and by ; bt we kuow that,peither
corn nor broadcloth fre failing, and, that the Ia-
bour is already being multiplicd, and the accumu-
lation of capital going on, which may, at length,
supply both the one and the other party with
what each needs. Fven'it'gvery man, woman,
and child should take a fancy for the scarcest
productions of hature,—for diamonds, perhaps,—
We | ave no reason to suppose that these are not,
or wili not in tine be, diamonds enoungh to sup-
ply the human race ; and if diamonds4nspired as
vchethent a depire,—i. c., were as necessary,—-
as daily bread, there tvould assuredly be no lack
'of the labour requisite to procure them.

Besides the primary materials w4ch Nature
casts forth from every'cleft of the caft’;, and every
cave of the sea,—which shie #nakes ‘to sprout
under every passing cloud, and expand beneath
every sunbeam, there are pew and illimitable
classes of prdductions perpetually attainable by
bringing her forces to bgar upon each other. By
such combination, not Wnly new materials, but
fresh powers are discoverfedj which, in their turn,
develop further resources, and confound our
imaginations with the prospect of the wealth
which awaits man’s’ recepion. 1t is a great

' 53
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Ming to possest improved breeds of arimals in
the ‘place of $heir forefathers,—the lean wild
cattle with w-‘,fl.ch our forcfathers were contenv,
and,to see gejden corn-fields where coarse, sour
grasses once struggled scantily through a hard
soil: but it is a much greater thing to have
made even the little ‘progress we have made in
cheémice! and ~ mechantcal scicnce ;—to have
learned how to change at will the qualities of the
very soil, and bring new agents to increasc its
fertility and vary its productions ;—to have
learned to originate and perpetuate motion, and
guide to purpemses of production the winds of
heaven and the streams of earth ;—to have learned
+how o bind the subtlest fluids in the chains of
our servitedé, and appoint their daily labour to
the flying vapours. Truly the Psalmist would
scarcely hive called man lower than the angels
if he could hae forescen that such as ‘these
would in time be his slaves. While therc was
nothing known but a spoataneous or compara-
tively simpty vroduction,—while men reaped only
what Natured had sown, or sowed at random,
trusting that Naturs would bring forth the har-
vést,~while there existed only the brute labour
of the coral insect, or the barbaric labour which
reared the wall of China, and planted the pyra-
mids, and scooped out the temples of Elora,
there was assurance ¢f incalculable wealth in
the bosom of Natur& Znd in the sinews of men.
‘What is there not now, when a more philosophic
laboyr has won a kingdom from the ocean, and
planted a beacon in the region of storms, and
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made ar. iron pathway from stecpf to steep befote
bridged only by clouds,- and 1k glized theaold
mmagery of vapoury wings and .Jeeds of fire,
promising, not only to ransack e sea and the
far corners of the carth for wealtlr which already
exists, but to produce more than had been
hitherto imagined?  There is ngthing dark in
this prospect. “What difmess there is, is in the
eycs of some who look uponat.

It seems strange that any should quarrel with
this increase of wealth ;—that there should be
any wish to leave off soliciting Nature, and any
preference of brute or barbarje vver philosophic
labour. 1t seems strange that men should wish
rather to go on working hke the ass and tjie ca-
terpillar than to turn over such lavour to brute
agems, and botake themselves to something
higher ;—thau they had rather drag their loads
throigh the %inire than_ speed sthem on a rail-
road, and spin tlhedd upon thread than sce it
done for them a thousand times better than they
could do it themselves. It seemsyfirange that
these objections should proceed™irom those who
most nced a larger share of the offered weanii.
There are honourable ways of refusing wedlth
and power, but this is gssuredly not onc of
them. If thére be reasons why man should he-
sitate to accept large gifts from his fellow-men,
there can be nene for huy declining the bounty of
Providence.

The reason why some men do not like to hear
of the opening up of new sources of wealth and
fresh powers of ndustry is, that they believe
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tilat wha'socver’ is given to the race s talen
fron: certain j Plividuals ; and that they had rather
that all shou¥; suffer privation than that they
themselves shibuld undergo loss. The mention
of lighting London streets with gas was hateful
to certdin persons connected with the northern
fisheries, as it would lesgen the demand for o1l
They would have had®all futwre gencrations
grope in darkuess rathier thah that t! cir own spe-
culations should suffer.  In Lke manner, an
increased importation of palm oil was a great
blessing to the Afvicen, date-gatherers, and will
prove no less td™ & British public ; but this pure
good was at first regarded as a great evil by a
few sdap-manufacturers, who hoped to have been
able to kesp®up the price of their commnodity by
controlling the supply of its cuomponent mate-
rials ; and*for the same reasons, the same per-
sons sighed over the r¢moval of the salt-duty.
Perhaps no improvement Bf human resources
ever took place without being greeted by some
such thanklwys murmurs asqthebe; and, too pro-
bably, it will b loag before such murmurs will
BE’perceived to be thankless, though happily ex-
petience proves that they are useless.

* While there are human wants, there will be no
end to discoveries and improveménts.. Till all
are supplied with soap, oy something better than
soap, there will be mow and more palm oil, and
a further cheapening "of alkalies. The soap-
manufacturers must not comfort themselves with
the lope that they can stpp the supplies, but
with the certainty that the wmore soap there is,
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the more users of soap there wil be; and th%t
their business will extend and préjper in proyor-
tion as there are more clean facesumong cottage
clildren, and more wholesome 1%iment among
the lower classes of our towns, Since it is valn
to think of persuadingethe .poor native of I'ci-
pando Po to refrain from gathering his dates
when he has onee leantad that there are thou-
sands of Dritish wlito demand them, the only
thing to be done is to speed the n&w commerces
and weleome the reciprocation of benefits.

Thus is it also with mfproyemeuts in art.  The
race cannot submit to p'erh&est privation for
the sake of the temporary profits of individuals
and so it has deen found by such short-bightcd.
individuals, as often as they Lave atipmpted to

“check the progress of art.  No bridge was cver
yet delayed in the building for the sake of the
-.weightbouring rterryman ; and go one will say
that it ought to haver bedn so delayed. When
it comes to be a question whether drivers and
drovers, carriers and pedlars, shopke€pers, farm-
ers, and market-peopl8 shall be inconvenienced or
excluded, or one man be compelled to* carry-Xisr
labour elsewhere, few will hesitate on the di-
sion; and the case would be no less clear if
machine were invented to-mOrrow for turning out
handsome stone Louses at the rate of six in a day.
There would be greatSguffering among brick-
layers and builders for a%time: but it would not
be the less right that society should be furnisked
with abundance of airy dwellings at a cheaprate ;
and the new wants which would arisc out of such
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an inveption, gad the funds set free by it, wonld
8001 provxdo i,ricklayers and builders, and their
children after §1em, with other employment in ag-
ministering to other wants. Irom huts of boughs
to hLovels of clay was an advance which called
more 1abour into actiod, though the weavers of
twigs might not like to be obhgul to turn their
skill 1p, the making ¢ fences instead of huts.
From hovels of clay to cottages of brick was a
further step still, as, in addition to the brick-
makers, there must be carpenters and glaziers,
From cottages of, brick’ to houses of stone was
a yet greater . ice, as there must be masons,
sawyers, painterq uplm]stercrx, ironmongers,
cabiuetmakers, and all their tram of workmen.
So far, the udvance has been made by means of
an accumulation of capital, end a division of
labour, each dwelling requiring an ampler finish-
ing than the last, and'a wider vaficty as Well as
a larger amount of labour: 1f, by a stupendous
invention, ready-made mansions should succeed,
to be had ai-kalf the cost, the other half of the
present cost would remain’to be given for a yet
“ampler furnishing, or for providing conservato-
riks, or hanging gardens, or museums, or what-
ever else might have become matters of taste:
while the poor would remove into the vacated
brick-houses, and the cottages be left to be
inhabited by cows, aud the cowsheds, perhaps,
by pigs, and the plv'sfles be demolished ; and so
thire would be a general advance, every one
being a gainer in the end.

Perhaps a few people were very well content,
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onge upon ‘a time, with their¢occupatiyp 8t
wading I the ponds and ditches of }fgypg‘to
gather the papyrus, and with pressing and a:v-
ing the leaves, and glueing them crosawise, and
polishing them for the style with which thiey wete
to be written upon: and hese people s might
think it very hard that any better paper shoald
cver be used to the cleclusion &f theirs. Yet
wide-spreading gencations of their chifren are
row employed ia the single deparfment of pro-
viding the gums «pgl oils required in the compo-
sition of the inks Which*would never have been
kndwn if papyrus had betn shadaat this day.  If
we consider the labour employed in the other de-
partiments of imkmaking, and in the prepagation,
of the rags of which paper is mades apd ih the
making and working of the mills from which the
sheautitul substance issucs as if creaged by invi-
“sible diands, and m packing, carpying, and selling
the quires and rcame, afld in printing them, and
in constructing and managing the stupendous
machiery by which this part of the process is
carried on, we shall be quite willing to leave the
papyrus to be the home of the dragon-fly, asiss
fore the art of writing was known. Saying wo
thing of the effects of the enlarged communica
tion of mjndse by means of” paper, looking only
to the amount of labour employed, who will now
plead the cause of the ﬁey;yrus-gatherers againist
the world ? ~

A distinction is, however, made by those who
complain of hwman labour being superseded,
between a new provision of material, and a
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charyge in the method of working it up. Tley
allyw that, as rags make better writing material
than papyrus, rags should be used ; but conterd
;that if men can dip sicves of the pulp of rags
into water, and press the substance between felt,
it is a sin to employ a cVlinder of wire and a me-
chanical press to do the same.  But this distine-
tion is gerely imaginary. If we could employ a
man fo sow rags and reap paper, we should think
it a prodigious waste of tume and pains to get
paper in the old method; 2vi we do sow rags
m the cistern and &cap paper from the eylinder;
the only differcnan being, that instead of dew
we use spring water, and iron wheels instead of
the plough and harrow, and artificial heat instead
of sunshire. We might as well wish to keep our
agricultural labourers busy all the ycar trying tc
manufactuce wheat in our farm-house kitchens
as recur to theld methods of making paper;
and the consuniers of bread and of books would
fall off in numbers alike in cither case.
Instances without end might be adduced to
prove the inevitable progress of art and extension
“Gi'wealth ; and they might not be useless, since
thbre is still a strong prevailing prejudice against
LS . )
the beneficent process by which the happiness of
the greatest number is incessantly’promoted, and
a rcmarkable blindness as to the tendency and
issues of the ordination by which an economy of
labour is made at the same time the inevitable
result of circumstances, and the necessary condi-
tion of increased happiness. But though the
time already spent upon a subject not new may
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be ;no myore than its importancd demands, nfy
remaining space may be better employed jn a
sictch of the spread of one ingredient of human
comfort than in the mere mention of a variety of
similar cases. The instance I have chosen s
one where the advance Itas been wholly owing to
improvement in the use of a material which seems
to have always abounded.

There is no recor® of a time \vbsn there were
not goats and sheep enough to supply clothing
to the keepers of ‘he herds, or when their fleeces
were not used for this purpoge in some parts of
the woild. While the birba#s:s of the north
dressed themselves in skins, the inhabitants of
temperate reffons scem to have enjoyed the.
united hghtness and warmth of fabeics of wool.
The patriarchs of Asia gathered their flocks
about their tents in the earliest days of which
histor§ tells; and it was the gecorded task of
their slaves to wasle thé fleeces, and of their
wives to appoint the spinning of the wool to the
maidens of their tram, The Arabian damsels
carried with them thelr primitive looms wherever
they journcyea; and set up their forked® sticlew s
the sand when they stopped for the night, ahd
fixed the warp and wrought the woof before the'
sun wenirdowr. The most ancient of Egyptian
‘mummies las its woven bandages. In the most
remote tralfic of, the Tartgr tribes fleeces were a
medium of exchange ; ana™i8 distafl is found
among the imagery of even the earliest Scandina-
vian poetry. When the Romans, skilled in the
choice of fabrics and of dyes, came over to this

c
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iand, they tafrght its barbarian dames to leave
off rubbing wolf-skins with stones to make them
smooth, and dipping thiem in water to mahe then
soft, and put into their hands the distaff, which
whs to be found in every home of the Roman
dependencies, and ingtructed them in the use of a
more convenient loom than that of the Arabian
wanderers.  For severs: hundred years it seems
that thisTemained a purely demestic manufacture ;
but, as the ans of Iite iimproved, it became worth
wlile for the houscwives torelak in their spinning
and weaving, and exchange the products of their
own or their bge mds labour for the cloth of
the manufacturers.  There was beiter cloth in
Flanders, however, by the beesuning of the
thirtéenth century ; and it was found profitable to
weave less, and grow more woal for exportation.
The British dames might still carry thew spindles
when they went out to look for their pet -lambs
on the downs, but it -wasaless with a view to
broad cloths than to hose,—not knitted, for
knitting was unknown, but made of a ruder kind
of cloth. There were abutdance of English who
wwradd have been very glad of thg occupation of
weaving fine cloth which the Flvmmgs had now
agll to themselves, but they codld not obtain it
till they had adoptea and accustomed t;hembclves
to the improved methods of the Flernngs ; and!
as they were slow in dojng this, they were “assisted
by Edward TIiiy swlo invited over Ilemish
manufacturers, to teach these improved methods,
Having brought them over, the next step neces-
sary was to guard their lives from their English
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pugils, who would not hear of spinning by wheél,
because the wheel did twice as much work ag the
distall’; or of winding the yarn and arranging the
warp and woof otherwise than by the fingegs,
because many fingers wanted to be employed ;
or of using new drugd lest the old drhggists
should be superseded, or of fulling by any other
means than treading th® cloth in wateg.  1f it
had not been that®the King was more long-
sighted than his people, these Flemimgs woultl
have been torn to picees, or, at best, sent home
in a panic; and the Eng].lsh vould have lost the
woollen manufacture for witsy -a vear, or for
ever.

Woollen cldth was very dear in those days. I
the fourth vear of Henry VIL, it was ordered by
law what shoulde be the highest price given per
yard for “a broad yard of the fitest scatlet
grained, or of other grained cloth of the finest
making ; ’—viz., as®much labour and subsistence
as could be exchanged for 61 16s. of our present
moncy.  Now, there could not be any very large
number of customers in England at that time
who could aftord to pay 6L 16s. per yatd for-ie
cloth, even if they had not had the temptatiod of
getting it cheaper and bgtter from Flanders?
The marfmfacthre must have been a very trifling
one, and there must hgve been a sad number-of
sufferers from cold and dgmp, who, in those days
of ill-built and ill-furnishe®%ouses, would have
been very glad of the woollen clothing which none
but the very rich could obtain. It their rulers
had allowed them to getaitudganch sand better
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from Flanders, flie home manufacture would have
beep thereby stimulated, extended, and improved ;
but, under the idea of protecting the English
manufacture, it was made a punishable offence to
buy cloth woven by any but Enghshmen, and to
send wool out of the kifgdom.  Laws like these
(and there were many such during many reigns)
did 2l that dould be®done fer ]\<cpnm the
manufacture ju few hands,"and preventing the
spread of this great article of comfort : but nature
was too strong for governments ;" and it was shown
that while there were flocks on the hills, and
sichly people s%¥fing in the damps of the
valleys, no human power could prevent their
strivirg to have garments of wool for the day and
coverlets of 'wool for the night. In the remote
country places of Yorkshire, the people began to
encourage *one another in spreading the manu-
facture, to the great discomfiture of the wdavers
of York, who dreaded nothing so much as that
the fabric should become chicaper and commoner.
Henry VIII. declared that York had been up-
held, and should be upheld, by this exclusive
“nrwiafactire ; that Worcester aloue should sup-
ply” its .county and neighbourkood, and that
Wworsted yarn was the private commodity of the
city of Norwich : but Ilenry VIII.'spok in vain.
Atz long as there were streams among the York-
shire hills where fullinz“mills could be worked,
the people of YotwMight go on treading with
the feet, and offering inferior cloth at a higher
rice ; the people would not have it. The cloth
rom the fulling mills, and the engine-wound
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varn, were sold as fast as they could be preparéd,
and the men of York and Norwich were obliggd to
yse fullimg mills and winding machinery, or give
up their trade.  They subnutted, and sold more
cloth than ever, and ‘ghined more as their fabric
became cheaper and edbmmoner.  Queent Eliza-
beth allowed wool to be freely curried out of the
kingdom ; andahe prosgerity “of the magufacture
increased wonderfully m conserquence.  More
wool was grown, and there was Inducement o
take pains with its quality. Not only did the
gentlemen of the court (l(:ll«_"lxt themselves in the
superior fineness of their scal and purple stufls,
but many a httle maiden in farmhouse or cottage
rejoiced in a Uliristinas present of a substantiad
petucoat of scrge or cloak of kerseg. .
The more was wanted, the further inducement
there was to make a greater quantity with <he
samée capital ; in other words, to abridge the
labour: and then dlloWved improvement upon
improvement in the machinery employed, which
again extended the demand and caused more
labour to be employed. The being able to get
more cloth for less money served as a”far <buttor
encouragement of the manufacture than Chirles
the Second’s law that all the dead should be buried
in woollen shrbuds. From thlstmne, nothing (ould
stop the spread of comfortable clothing.  Even
the cotton manuf: mture,r-the most prodigious
addition to national resourtes”fliat ever arose,—
proved a pure addition. Society has not worn
the less wool for it, but only the more cotlon.

How stands the case now?
¢ 8
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"The.vslue of ‘the woollen manufactured artisles
of Great Britain alone now cxceeds 20,000,0001
a year; and the manufacture employs 500,000
persons :—and these, not spinning and weaving,
with all imaginable awhwardness and toil, just
cnouglt for their own Tamilies, but producing
with rapidity and ease finished fabrics with which
to supply not ‘only the ‘multitudes of their own
country, but the Russian boors in their winter
divellings, the Greek maidens on the shores of
their islands, the boatmen of the Nile, the dancing
airls of Ceylon, the egro s slaves of Jwmaica, the

fishermen of Javaddi the peasantry of Iayti, the
sunburnt Peruvian when he goces out defended
againgt the chilly dews of the evening, and the
half-frozenaStberian when he ventures to face the
icy wind for the sake of the faint gleams of noon.
O¢r looms and mills are at work in Prussian
villages and beside Saxon streams. The"Turk
meets the Frank on the Oder, to exchange the
luxuries of the one for the comforts of the other.
The merchants of the world meet at the great fair
of LEIPSIC, and thence drop the fabrics of
“Eurspean’ looms in every region through which
thely pass. Therc are shepherds on the wide
dlains of Van Diemep’s L'md, and on the hills of
the Western World, preparing eniployment and
custom for the operative,who sits at his loom at
Leeds, and the_spinneg who little drcams from
what remote par ’gam will come to him at
Bradford. And the market is only beginning to
be opened yet. Besides the multitudes still to
arisc in the countries just named, there are
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innumerpble tribes of Chinese, of Hindoos, of
Persians, of dwellers in Africa and South Amgrica,
vaio yet have to learn the comfort of woollen
clothing.  Will not the Greenlanders seek it top ?
And who nceds it so much as the Esquimaux ?
All these will in time b customers, if we do but
permit the commodity to be brought naturally
within their reash.

Would it have been right that a? these should
be sacrificed to the wishes of the little compatry
of spinners by hand and treaders with the feet ?
Would not that little com any and their children’s
children have been sacrificer. % the same time ?

In all other instances of the introduction of
machinery, as‘in this, the intercsts of mastéys and
men are identical.  T'o make more*wish less coste
is the true policy of the one, in order that it may
bring the advantage of obtaining more with dass
cost Yo the other.  That is, the, utmost economy
of labour and capit#l should be the common aim
of both.

A real cause of regret is that the inverition of
machinery has not yet advanced far enough.
This is an evil which is sure to be rémetted as
time passes on; and perhaps the advance *has
been as rapid as has been consistent with thé
safety of society. But as long as there are
purely mechanical employments which shorten
life and stunt the intellegt, we may be sure that
man has not visen to his did*fank in the scale of
occupation, and that he is doing the work of
brutc matter. As long as the sharpener of
needles bends coughing over his work, and young
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children grow puny amidst the heated atmosphere
of sninning factories, and the life of any human
being is passed in deep places where God's sum=
shine never rcaches, and others grope with the
hands after one servile task in a state of mental
darkness, we may “be Sure that we have not
discovercd all the means and applied all the
powers yhich are placed'within éur reach. 1t is
necessary thay steel should be ground; but the
diy will come when it shall be a marvel that men
died to furnish society with sharp needles. It is
necessary that cottgn threads should be tied as
they break ; bnt\&i"ﬂmnot for cver be that life
should be made a long disease, and the spirit be
permitied to lic down m darkness in the grave for
such a purpose as this. If society understood its
true interest, all its members wotld unite to hasten
tha time when there shall be no unskilled Iabour
appointed to human hands. It is far nobier to
superintend an engine than o be an engine; and
when all experience proves that a hundred such
superintendents are wanted in the place of one of
the ancient human instruments, it appears truly
‘Wond¥rful that men should resist a progression
which atconce increases the comforts of multitudes,
‘ensures the future prosperity of multitudes more,
and enhances the dignity of man by making him
the master of physical forces instead of the slave
of his fellow mgp.

Next to providiiifFfor the increase of Capital
by direct saving, and by cconomy of the labour
which is the source of capital, it is important to
economize capital in its application. One principle
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of this cconomy,—that capital is most prpductive
when a}plied m large  quantities  to large
oljects,—1s illustrated by the comparative results
of large and small farming,

Propucrion being the ereat end in the employ-
ment of lTabour and eaptgl, that apgheation of both
which seeures 1he largest froduction s thedest.

Large capitals, wel?m:magc(l, produce i a larger
proportion than amall. ‘ ‘

In its application to land, for mstanee, a large
capital employs new powers of preduction,—as m
the cultivation of wastes; ® A o
- = = enables it owner to watl for ample but distant

returns,—as m planting;
- - - faclitates the division of labour ;
----- the succession of crops, o division of

time: *
- - - - - reproduction, by cconomizing ¢he inveets,
* ment of fixed capital

----- the cconomy of onyertihle husbandry ;
- - =r- - the improvement of soils by manuring,
irrigation, &ec. ;

- - - - the improvament of implements of hus-~

bandry ;
- - - - - the improvement of breeds of live st8ck.

Large capitals also provide

for the prevention of famine, by furnishing a'
varjety ¢f food ; and for the regular supply
of the market, by enabling capitalists to wait
for their returns.

Large capitals, therefore,upgeeyreferable to an
cqual aggregate amount of small capitals, for two
reasons, viz.: )

they occasion a Jarge production in proportion ;
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.aed they promote, by mecans peeuliar to
« themselves, the general safety and con-
venience,

Capitals may, however, be too large. They ave
sd when they become disproportioned to the manag-
ing power. .

The interest of ecapitalists hest defermmnes the
extent of capitg! ; and any mterference of the law
is, theveere, unnecessary. ¢

The interfegence of the law is injurious s as may
b seen by the tendeney of the law of Sueeession
France to divide properties too far, and of the Taw of
Primogemture in England to consolidate, them too
cxtensively. Y

The increase ol agficultural capital provides a
fund  for the employment of mannfacturing and
'commeereial, as well as agricultural, lahour.

The interests of the manufacturing and agricul-
tural classes are therefore not opposed to cuch other,
Aart closelyallied.

D ———

The same principle ‘apphes, of course, in all
cases where an extensive production is the object,
and points out the utility of associations of
capitalists for many of the higher aims of Luman
induStry. A union of capitals is perhaps as
extellert an expedient as a division of labour,
and will probably be universally so considerced
ere long. If it be an advantagéous agreement
for six cabinet-makers that two should saw the
wood for a tablg, and one square it, and another
turn the legs, and Thifth put,it togcther, and the
sixth polish’it, one set instead of six of cach kind
of tool being made to suffice, it is no less obvious
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that six owners of so many ficlds will also gath
by uniting their forces,—by making orfe *set of
farm-buldings suffice, by using fewer and etter
iMplements, and securing a wider 1ange for a
varicty of crops and for the management of their
live stock. In Dke mgnner, twenty fishermen,
instead of having twenty cochle-shell boats among
them, in which no onagcan wedather a stormy
nght, may find predigions gain in gwing up
therr htle boats for one or two subgtantial vesscls,
in which they may mahe a wide excursion, and
bring home an ample prey to divide among
them.  This is the princdples ol mimming associa-
tions, and of fishing and cofiméreial companies ;
and 1t might ene this have hecome the prinegple of
all exteusive undertakings for  purposes  of'
production, 1f some of the evils wifich crowd
round the carly operations of good principles w
not heen in their uwsual punctual attendan¥es
Such associations have led to muhopoly, and have
beensinjured by wastefulness in the management
of their affairs.  But the cvils savour of
barbarism, while thes principle is one of high
civilization,  The evils are casily remediable and
will certainly be remedied, while the I)rincip]e
cannot be overthrown,

Many, howgver, who do not dispute the prin-
ciple, objett to its application in particular cascs,
on moral grounds. Theyssay * Let there be min-
ing companies, for not one gpan-in a million is
rich cnough to work a mine by himgelf; but let
the race of little farmers be preserved, for we
have seen that one man, though not rich, may
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c‘ultivate‘his litthe farm ;” and then follow praises,
not,undeserved in their scason, of the position
and occupation of the small fanmer, and lamep-
t@tions, but too well-founded, over the condition
of agricultural labourers at the present time,
The question is, ean the race of small farmers
be revived? It cannot. The question is mnot
now, ag. it wa$ when ths countey was underpco-
pled, and the nation comptratively unburdened,
whether the lubouring class cannot be kept more
innocent when scattcred in the service of small
proprietors than when banded in companies as
now ; or whethd@the ‘small proprictor was not
happier as a complacent owner than as a hum-
bled+labourer? The days arc past when this
miglit be.a question. The days are past of ani-
mal satisfaction and rural ineoccnee in a ramn-
bliag old farm-house. The days of a competition
for bread are come, and rural innocence hus fled
away under the compétition ;—to give place to
something better, no doubt, when the troubled
stage of transition is passed,—but, still, not to
be recalled. A very small capital stands no
charke When thg tax-gatherer is at the farmer's
héels, and the pressing cry for bread can be met
only by practising, new, and more costly, and
more extensive methods of tillage‘every day. The
partial tax-gatherers may and will be got rid of ;
but the land will not again be underpeopled, and
therefore tillage wfi not revert to the ancient
methods, nor fields be held under the ancient
tenuré, Production is now the great aim; and
unlesi:small farming can be shown to be more
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productiye than large, small farming must come
to an end, unless in cases where it is pursued for
amusement, Wheucver the oak shall be per-

suaded to draw back its suckers into the groung,

whenever the whole of the making of cach pin

shall be done by one Dand; the old systtm of
farming may be revived, Then ay ounce of pins

must serve acitd, and a af a month must suflice

for a houschold ; afd if corn is br ught in from

abroad to supply the deficiency, the home farnfgr

must be immediately ruined by the dearness of
Lis own corn in comparigon with that which is

grown in far places. Large capitalists can alone
bear up against taxation and protection, at pre-

sent; and large capitalists alone can stan® the:
competition when freedom of trade in «orn shall

at length be obtained. Since the time for a

country being underpeopled must cease, and S
most extensive production muststhen become for
a period the chief olffcet, nothing can be plainer
than that it has been settled, from the beginning

of time, that small farming capitals must mexge

in large. It is not our present business to in-

quire what state of things will next succeed.’

Let us not leave the topic, however, under“an
jimpression that the state we.are passing through
is one of unmixed gloom and perplexity. Our
agricultural population js in a very deplorable
condition,—ill-fed, untaugh, and driven by hard-
ship to the very verge of tebellion; but these
evils are caused by the inadequateness of ancient
methods, and not by the trial of new ones. More
food and other comforts must be found for them,

. D
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and they must be instructed nol to increase the
pressure upon the supply of food. In ihe mean
time, it is a decided gain to have discovered and
to be discovering methods of securing a greater
production at a less cost.  If such discoveries go
on, (and go on they must,) and our agricultuial
population grows wiser by mstruction and expe-
rience as to the meang of lJiving, independence
of spirit“and of action will ~evive, (though there
be no small farms,) virtue may take the place of
mere innocence, and bands of labourers may be
as good and happy in their cottages as cver far-
mer and his servents were when collected in the
farm-house kitchen. © They may meet in church
as eflicaciously when the bell calls them cach
from his own home, as when they walked, many
at the heels of one. In onc essential respeet,
there is a probability of a grand improvement on
the good old times. In those times, the farmer’s
eldest son too often followed the plough with Intle
more sense of what was about hnn than the-tiller
he held. His much boasted innocence neither
opened his eyes to the lights of heaven nor glad-
denesb his heart amidst the vegetation which he re-
sembled much more than he admired. Hereafler,
the youngest child of the meanest servant of the
farm will look and listen among God’s works
with the intellcctual eye and ear, with which the
enlightencd mechanic alfeady explores the widely-
different field in which he is placed. Whence-
soever came the demon breath which kindled our
farm-yard fires, they have flashed wisdom on the
minds of our rylers, and are lighting the labourer’s
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path to knowledge. The evil, though deplprable,
15 caleufable and remediable.  Who shall esti-
mate the approaching good?

There is in my Series one other chapter of
principles, undeg the heagd of Prosucrion.  The
time for its insertiom in this place is p®st; and,
on the principle of ¢ forgettinge those thmgs
which are behind,” 1 should have omitted all
allusion to it, 1f the Number 1 am writing had
been destined to circulat® only in this country.
But a large proportion oFf my readers are of a
nation which has not vet absolved itself frgm the
tremendous sin of holding man as gropertyr O
the difliculties iy the way of such ul)éoluuon, it®
is for them, not for me, to speak. 1\1_\( busiw:ss
is with principles.  Those which have obtain&d®
my assent are oflerqd in the sithjoined note, and
Lunshly commended to my foreign readers.* The

* Prorrrty is held by conventional, ndt natu-
ral, richt.

As the agreement to hold man in property never®
took place between the partics concerned, i. e., is not
conventional, man has no right to hold man_in
property.

Law, 1. e., thé sanctioned agreement of the parties
concerned, secures property. A

Where one of the parties under the law is held
as property by another party, the law injures the
one or the other as often as they are opposed. More-

D 2
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)
stmmary is pluced there because T wish to in-
troduce mto the body of my text nothiug which

<

over, its very protection injures the protected party :
ac when a rebelhous slave is hanged.

Hunian labour is *more valuable than brute la-
bour, only because actuated by reason; for human
strength is mfetior to brute’streng*h.

The ()'lllgill of labour, hun.an and brute, is the
will,

The reason of slaves is not subjeeted to excreise,
nor their will to more than a few weak motives.

The labour of slaves 1s *herefore less valuable than
that of brutes, inasmueh as thew strength is iafe-
rior; and less valuable than that of free lubourers,
inasmuch as thew reason and will are feeble and

_alienated. |

Tree and, slave labour are cqually owned by the
edpitalist. -

When the labourer is rot held as capital, the ca-
pitalist pays for labour only. " .

When the labourer is held as eapital, the capita-
list,not only pays a much higher price for an equal
quantity of labour, but also for waste, neghgence,
and theft, on the part of the labourer.

CGapital is thus sunk which ought to be repro-

«Juced.

As the supply of sluve labour does not rise and
fall with the wants of the capitalist, like that of {ree
labour, he employs his occasional surplus on works
which could be better done by brute labour or ma-
chinery. "

By rejecting brute labour, he refuses facilities for
convertible husbandry, and for improving the labour
of his slaves by giving them animal food.

By



MORAL OF MANY FABLES. 29

is irrclevant to the state and progpects of Britah
society. o A stronger acknowledgment 4lan this

By rejecting machinery, he deelines the most
direet and complete method of saving Tabour.

Thus, again, capital 15 sunk which ouglht to be
reproduced. ‘

In order to make up for this loss of capital to
slave-owners. bogities ang prohibiteons are granted
in ther behalf by ggvernnent ; the wast® commit-
ted by certam capitabists abroad bemye thus paid for
out of the carnings of those at home, <

Sugar bewsg the production especially proteeted,
cvery thimg s sacenficed Py plantersto the growth
of sugar. The land is exhaysted by perpetual erop-
pmg, the least possible portion of 1t 1s talled {or food,
the slaves are dorn out by overwork,and theig num-
bers deerease mn proportion to the scaytiness of then
food and the oppressiveness of their toi1l.®

When the soil 35 so far exhausted as to place the
owner out of reach of the sugar-bountich, more Yo
is rarsed, less tol1s inflicted, ang the slave popula-
tion mercases. s

LRgislative protection, therefore, not only taxes
the people at home, but promotes ruin, misery, and
death, m the proteeted colonies. °

A free trade in sugar would banish slevgy alto-
gether, smee competition must induce an ceonguy
of labour and capital ; 1. e., a substitution df free for
slave labour. .

Let us*sec Then what is the responsibility of the
legislature 1n this mattey

The slave system intlicts an inealeulable amount
of human suffering, for the s#1.2 of making a whole-
sale waste of labour and capital. .

Since the slave system 15 only supported by legis-
lative protection, the legislature is respensible for

D3
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Sf the blessedngss of our penitent state, it is not
in my power to make,—or 1 would make it. It
maycbe that for centurics we may have to witness
the remaining suflerings and degradation of those
whom we have injured, and perhaps even yet to
bear many painful consequences of our long
tiansgression afr.unst the rights of man.  But ﬂm
\\muht of g,ullt is thrown oﬂ the act of confes-
sion is wade, and that of atonement is about to
follow ; and all the rest may well be borne.

“The next duty to reparation for injury is silence
upon the sin: there is contamination in the con-
templation of every indulged sin, even when the
indulgence is past, Such a sin as this should be
to a qlati(m what an act of shame is to an indivi-
“dual-—a remembrance to be stienuously banished,
lost it weaken the encrgy which should press lor-
ward to better things. This should be onc of
#t1% scerets known to all—a circumstance phmged
in significant oblivion, hke that in which the his-
torians of the Jews have striven to bury the ¢vent
of the crucifixion. May the consequences in the
two cases, however, be as widely different as
penitent.and impenitent shame! The wonder of
squeedmnr ages at our guilt must be endured;
Jbut it will not, let us lmpc be made a by- word
of reproach against us for ever. ,When kindred
nations shall have been induced to share our
emmcxpanon, rebuke and recrimination m .ty

the misery (}1115(’(1 by direct mﬂxctxon, and for the
injury indirectly occasioned by the waste of labour
and capital,
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ccase; the dead will have buriedytheir dead, antl
the sulenpe of the grave will rest upon thom. If
we now do our duty fully to those whom wedave
ifjured, even they may, perhaps, sparc us all
future mention of their wrongs. Meantine, itds
an unspeakable blessing tlnt, ignorant and un-
just as we may still he in the distribution of
the wealth wluch l’rovu]vncc givgs us, there is
now no cryingsin conn(,ctul with theemethods
of its production ; 10 national renjprse need now
silence our acknowledgments of the bounty “by
which the gmuﬁcatlon of human wishes is des-
tined to advance, according to & law of perpetual
progression.
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PART 1L

In the early days of socicty, it is natural enough
for men to takg what they can find or muke, with-
out givimg themselves any , trotible db()llt ana-
lyzing their wealth, or plnlosophlzmg about 1ts
distribution.  When, however, the desires of
some begin tu interfere with those of others,
and production does noi, in particular instances,
abound as was expected, and sudden and mani-
fold claims for a provision arisc,, and can with
dllhculty be met, men necessarily begin, however
lste, to examine their resources, and investigale
the, demands upon them. Only very remote ap-
q)maches 16 a true analysis may be made at first ;

and the consequences of a_hundred pernicious
mistakes must probably bé borne before. any
thing like a fair distribution can be so much as
corceived of.  But time and experience are cer-
tain ) ariginate the conception, as is proved by
theg rise of the science of Political Economy H
and thete is cvery reason to believe that time
and experience will exalt the epnception into
action, and lead to a wise application of the
splendid apparatus of kuman happiness which
has been coufided to,the hands of socicty. Livery
mistake has hitherto issued in the furtherance of
this end, according Lo the uniform plan under
which the affairs of men are administered. It



MORAL OF MANY FABLES, 33
Las heen discovered that the rdee cannot live
upon labour without its reward, and that”to be
numerous is not of itself to be happy ; and there
is"a relaxation of effort to force the multiplica-
tion of the race. It has been discovered this
land of itself is not wealth, and that our condi-
tion would be deplorable if it were so, since land
does not improvg of itsclfy but detsriorates as the
race which subsists aipon it is multiplic®. It is
discovered that money is not wealth ; that the
tenants of different lgealitics do not flourish at
one another’s expense; and that wealth cannot
be distributed according to_the arbitrary pleasure
of rulers. Many other ancient convictions are
now found to e delusions; and, what is petter
still, the grand principles are fully established
which may serve,as a key to all the mysterid®
relating to the distribution of wealth, , Their gp-
plication may require much time and patience ;
but we have them safg.  Their fifal general adop-
tion may be regarded as certain, and an incalcu-
lable amelioration of the condition of socicty
must follow of course? ’

These principles are two :—That, owag to
the inequality of soils (the ultimate cgpitaleof
society), the natural tendency of capital is to
vield a pexpetually diminishiftg return ;—and that
the consumers of capital increase at a perpety-
ally accelerated rate.

The operation of these prnciples may be mo-
dified to any extent by the influence of others :
but they exist; they are fully ascertained ; and
must henceforth serve as guides to all wise
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attempts to rettify an unjust distribution of the
wealth of society. It is difficult to conteive how
any sound mind can have withheld its assent, to
these grand principles, after they hiad once been
clearly announced. It is very cvident that some
soils possess a far inférior power of producing
food to others; and that, in the natural course of
things, society will 1ik" the bes. soils first, and
then the next best, and thén soils of the third
degree, and ‘so on, as the demand for food in-
creases; and that, as eachsadopted soil will yield
less than the last, every application of capital will
yield a smaller return—all applications of capital
being regulated by the primary application of
capifal to land. It is difficult to see how this
Jgeneral principle can be disputed, however large
may be the allowance required for the influence
oF other yrinciples. Improvements in tillage,
yet undreamed of, may increase the produce in-
calculably ; but this increzsed produce will still
be subjected to the same law. There will'be an
ingquality of improved as of unimproved soils.
New powers, chemical and mechanical, may be
brougut to bear on the soil for ever and ever ;
afd still the same law must hold good while
there is an original, inequality in the material on
which those powers are employed. 'V hetler we
obtain our food from the sea, or from new regions
of the earth,—if we could fetch it down from the
moon, or up from the centre of the globe,—tle
{)rincip]e must hold good as long as there are
imited and varying facilities for obtaining this
food, and an increasing demand for it, More
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labour and more would be given o answer each
new demand; and the return would still’b less,
till it came to a vanishing point,

f this labour were that of stocks and stones
in the serviee of a reasonable number of mer,
the simple fact would be that this reasonable
number of men must live upon the produce of
the labour alreedy set 1@ motiore  But the Ia-
hour in question is heiman labonr, whic® cats in
proportion as it works, and multiplies itself faster
by far than it can augment its supply of food.
The proprictor of a ﬁeld.fecds his five children
from it, till they cach haye five children, and
cach of these five children in their turn.  Docs
the produce ofsthe paternal ficld augment gitself
five times, and then twenty-five timgs, to suil the
growing wants of,the new gencrations ? It md¥
possibly be made to yicld double, and hen theee
times,sand then four times what 1t once did ; but
no hind or degree o§ skiil can thake the ratio of
its pivductiveness the same as that of human
increase.  What primary rule of practice follows
from the combination ‘of these two principles

The incpeasewof population Is necessarily limited
by the mecans of subsistence. .

Since successive portionsof capital yield a less and
less return, and the human gpecies produce at a
constantly accclerated rate, there is a perpetual
tendency in population to press upon the means of
subsistence,

The ultimate checks by which population is kept
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down to the levél of the means of subsistence, are
vice and misery.

Stace the ends of life are virtue and happiness,
these checks ought to be superseded by the milder
icthods which exist within man’s reach.

These evils may be delayed by promoting the
increase of capital, and superseded by restraming
the merease of population.

Towargs the®one objee., a part 6f socioky may do
a little ;{towarda the other, alk may do much.

By renderngg property secure, expendituve {rugal,
and production easy,society may promote the growth
of capital.

By bringing no more thildren into the world than
there 15 o subsistence provided for, society may
preserve itself from the miseries of want., In other
wordd, the timely use of the mild preventive check
Jpay avert,the horrors of any positive check.

The preventive check becownes more, and the
portive cheeks less powerful, as society advances.

The positive checks, having performed their oflice
in stimulatmg tht humen fagultics, and origimating
social institutions, must be *wholly superscded by
the preventive check before society can attain its
ultimate aim,—the greatgst happiness of the
greatesf number.

————

“However the wealth of society may be distri-
buted,—whether among the three classes who,
at present, in all civilized countries, divide it, or
among ihe partakers of a common stock, (ac-
cording to the desire of some who mourn our
evils, and look, as others think, in a wrong place
for the remedy),—however the wealth of societ
may be distributed, the above principles are o(vf
the highest concern to the whole of society.
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Some may fecl sooner than othery the pressurce 6f
population against the means of subsisténée ; but
it ultimately concerns all, to the last degreefthat
tifere should be subsistence for the race. This
consideration is prior to all others which relate
only to the modes and «legrees in which wealth
shall be shared by various classes,  There is
little wisdom ip fixing* @ scale of enjoviments
while society is laid open to vice, dis®ase, and
death,—the awful rctribution for & careless ad-
ministration of the conon possession.—Yet the
policy of rulers,-—of rulers by oflice and by in-
fluence,—has, till very sztely, been to stimulate
population without any regard to the subsistence
provided for it The plea has always beey that
every man born into the world briggs witlf him
the labour which will support more thah himse?
but each must also bring with him the landeon
which, his labour is to be employed, or he may
find it no more possiple to hive pon labour than
to live upon air. There is never any fear that
population will not increase fast enouglh, as its
mercase is absolutely determined by the existtg
means for its support. But there is a pegpetual
danger that it may increase too fast for the péu-
poses of the ruler; and, for what has hut'too sel-
dom entered into his purposes,—the happiness
of his people. If he looks to the narratives of
wars, he may find that the subsistence of armies
has always failed sooner tlyan men, though its
armed -force can never compose more than a
small portion of any nation. He will find in the
history of every state that when the over-pres-
E
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sure of the pedple upon its food, partially and
most_painfully kept down by the deatl, of its
infants and s aged, and of those who have
grown sichly through want, has been yet more
fearfully relieved by the agency of famme and
pestilence, a new impulsc is invariably given, far
more eflicacious than the hiddmg of any sove-
reign, }t is felly, he may thusssce, to lash the
dull tide of a swollen river when banked up so
that it cannot flow; and whena portion of its
waters are drawn off, the stream runs fast enough
of itsclf.  1f the power ¢f a ruler were to be esti-
mated by the rate at which he could induce the
increase of his subjects, which would be the most
powerful,—the Emperor of Chine or the King
Lof Hayti?  "The llaytian empire is insignificant
enough in comparison of the Chinese; but the
Haytian Ling sees his subjects multiplying,
amudst their superabundance of food, at ¢ rate
hitherto unsurpassed ; «whike the Chinese can
multiply no more till they can enlarge the ¢xtent
of theix food. Under the stimulus of royal pro-
mises, children may be born; but by the com-
mant ¢1 a higher authority, they die. The laws
of ;ature are too strong for kings. In this case,
the bidding is either needless or unavailing.

Any power of stimulus which rulers possess
should be otherwise applied,—to the production
of subsistence. If the plain rule were followed,
of making increased. subsistence precede an in-
crease of population, the great work of the dis-
tribution of wealth would follow its own natural
laws; andmen would only have to participate and
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be content. When the final caugp of the arrange-'
ment by which population has Awen ofddined to
press against the means of subsistence shalf have
wrought its work in stipulating the hwman fa-
culues, and opening up new resources to the
race, there will be as ample an enjoyment of the
blessings of hfe as the warmest advocate of num-
bers can desire, —an enfevment iefinitely greater
for the absence of «ll deadly stragele ®r pining
desire for a due shase of the bouwties of nature’s
mighty feast.

At present, however, while we have the pride
of luxury within our paluc;os, and famine at their
gates, it is necessary to ascertain how the two
principles annbunced above aflect the distrgbution
of the wealth of society. - i

The uncontrolled operation of thesg principies’
will be found the main cause of the jremendous
inequality of possession in socicty ; and if so-
ciety wishes to pugan cnd to Such inequality, it
mus® be done by suiting the proceedings of so-
ciety to these principles, and not by anyetenipo-
rary measures. lf the possessions of the richest
of our peers were to-morrow to be divide@ among
the poorest of our operatives and countrye Ja-
bourers, no permanent relief to the latter classe
would be,obtained by bcgga’ring the former, and
the sanie principles would go on working, ghe
day after, to produce I time precisely smmilar
results.  Tlven 1f it were the practice with us, as
it was® with the Jews, that land should revert to
the ariginal possessors, at certam fixed periods,
the same laws would work ; and to vgen greater
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disadvantage thpn now, as the Jand-owners would
not be 'so rich, while the labourers would' be quite
as pbor. Property would run less into masses ;
but there would be less wealth to be amassed.

here is no use in opposition to these principles,
or in discontent at.theit natural results. 'The
true wisdom is in modifying the results by prac-
tically recognizing the piinciple. ¢ We must con-
trol the nise of rent by stinvulating agricultural
improvements, and preventing the demand for
food from outstripping them. We must mode-
rate the pressure upon {he subsistence, or wages
fund, by regulating the numbers who are to share
it.  We must moderate the pressure against tht
profits. fund, by keeping the demands upon the
Wages fund within due bounds.*

*,,It is well known that there ‘are persons in this
country, as'in France and elsewhere, who hold the opi-
nion that the evils of unequal distnibution would'be an-
nilulated by axmilxi"z\ting the disfinctions of rent, profits,
and wages ; making the whole society the sole® land-
owner pnd capitalist, and all its members labourers It
is impossible to doubt the bexevolent intentions of the
leading preachers of this doctiine, whose exertions have
originatkd in sympathy with the most suflering portion
of ¢he community; but it is equally impossible to their
opponents to allow that any arbitrary arrangements
of existing resources can exclude want, while the pri-
mary laws of proportion are leit uncontrolled. When
the advocates of a commop stock can show that their
system angments capital and regulates population more
effectually than the sys.em under which individual pro-
peity is held, their pretensions will be 1egarded with
more favour than they have hitherto engaged. At pre-
sent, it is pretty evident that in no way is caffital so
little hikely to be taken care of as when it belongs to
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The wealth of socicty naturagly distributes it-
self bettveen two classes of capflalists, Trom one

every body .—uz.e. to nobody ¢ and that, but for the hgr-
riers of individual rivhts of property, the tude of popu-
lation would flow i with aa overwhehning toree There
may be an age to come when the institution of property
shill cense with the oceassons {or 1ty hut such an age
is barely within o hen, ‘\’v:nltlnu- Ot Pagher system
(’Xllll'lt?* tl“‘ (‘1)“\(‘(1”6(“'(“\ Ut o ]UU““\U 0‘ manntenanee
without a resttiwtion of numbers hy®he state. b i
were possible now to estabhish commaon-stock mstitutions
whieh should mdude the entire community, they would
soon become so many worlthouses, o1 patper bartacks,
It any one doubts this, Tet Inen ask himselt how capital
is to be husbanded and cherished when it is nnlmdy’.s
interest to takeare of i, and how population § to by
l‘('x'uhtod when even the pr(*s(‘nt incuthaent u'\h‘unls
are taken away. 3 education 1s to supply she defic gy
of other stimuli awd restramts, let us have education 1n
addition.  We want it enough as an additson hefol we,
an think of trymg itas asubstitntion. We must see
our fathers of famnhieg exepplary 18 providing fot their
own gftpring before they can be trusted to labour and
deny themselves {rom an abstract sense of duty, As for
the main pnnupl« of the objec tions to the .zb?)lmun of
proprictorship, it is contamed in the 14)1lomug poFtion
of one of my suremaries of principles :— ‘.

It is supposed by some that these teneloncils to
the fall of wages and profitymay be counteracted
by abolishing ‘\he distinetions of shares, and casting
the whole prnduce of Tand, capital, and labour, yito
a common stock.  But tihs 1s a fallacy,

For, whatever may be thegmaving effected hy an
extenmive partnerslup, such partnershup docs not
affect the naturallaws by which population mereases
faster than capital. The dimmuton of the returns
to capital must oceasion poverty to a 1;1u1t1p1_\,m'r

E
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of whicly a poktion descends to a third class,
—the labourers The two classes of®capital-
ists are, first, the owners of land or water,—
of the natural agents of production,—and next,
the farmers of land or water, or those who
employ, by the applizatién of capital, the natural
agents of production.  Lach of the three classes
obtains his shate by pugchase,—triginal, or per-
petually renewed—the landowner by the se-
condary or hotirded labour of his ancestors or of
his youth ; the capitalist by hoarded labour, and
the purchased labour pf his servants; and the
labourer by primary labour. The landowner re-
ceives his share as rent; the capltahst as profits
«he labourer as wages,

Beal ReNT is that which is paid to the landowner
for the use of the original, indestructible powers of
the soil. The total rent paid by a farmer includcs

society, whether those returng are approprnted by
individuals under the competitive system, or equally
distributed among the members of a co-operative
community.
The same checks to the deterioration of the re-
soyyees‘of cociety are necessary under each system.
‘heseare, (in addition to the agricultural im-
provements continually taking place,) —

1. The due limitation of the tumber of con-
sumers.

2. The lightening of*the public burdens, which
at present abstract a large proportion of
profits and wages.

3. A liberal commercial system wluch shall
obviate the necessity of bringing poor soils
into cultivation.
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also the profits of the capital laid gput by the land-
owner upon the cstate.

Land possesses its original, ind8structible pswers
il different degrees.

The most fertile being all appropriated, and more
produce wanted, the next best soil 1s brought into
cultivation ; then land of the third degree, and so
on, till all is tilled that will repay tillage.

An unequal produce bung yield8d by ghese dif-
ferent lands, the s&rplus return of all above the
lowest goes to the landowner in thedorm of rent.

The same thing happens when repeated applica-
tions of capital are made to the same land for the
sake of mcreasing 1ts productiveness. The produce
which remains over the retarn to the least produc-
tive apphication, of capital goes to the landowner in
the form of rent.

Ry, therefore, consists of that part, of the re.
turn made to the gnore productive portions of &pi-
tal, by which it exceeds the return madgto the #2ast
produgtive portion. '

New lands are nqt tilled, andscapital is not em-
ployad for a less rdturn, unless the produce will
pay the cost of production.

A rise of prices, therefore, creates, and’ is not
created by, rent.

When more capital is employed in agmculture,
new land 1s tilled, a furtber outlay is madg on Mnd
alrcady tilled ; and thus also rent arises from in-.
crease of gapitel. . .

‘When capital is withdrawn from agriculture, infe-
rior, . e, the most expenstve soils, are let out of cul-
tivation; and thus rent falls, |

A rjse of rent is, therefore, a symptom, and not a
cause, of wealth, .

The tendency of rent is, therefore, to rise for ever
in an improving country. But there are counter-
acting causes,
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Art increasesproduction beyond the usual re-
turns to capital \aid out: prices fall m proportion
to the abundance of the supply, and rent dwlmcs

Improved facilities for bringing produce to mdr-
Ket, by mereasmg the supply, cause prices to full
and rent to declme.

Commonirixg, being produced by capital and la-
bour, ara. the joint 1)1(»1l"cxly OI the capitalist and
labourer.

The capitalfst pays in advance to the labourers |
their share of the commodity, and thus becomes its
sole owner,

The portion thus p.ml is WagEs.

RLAL Wacrs are the articles of use and con-
sumption that the labourer recervesin return for Ins
labout.
= NominaL Wages are the portion he receives of
these things reckoned in money..

be furd from which wages are paid in any

country consists of the articles required for the use

and consumption’ of labourers which that country
contains.

THE.PROPORTION OF THIS FUND RECEIVED BY
INDIVIDUALS MUST MAINLY: DEPEND ON THE NUM-
BER AMONG WHOM THE FUND IS DIVIDKD,

The fate of wages in any country depends, there-
foré, noton the wealth which that country contains,
but on the proportion between its cupltal and its po-
pulation,

.As population has a tendency to increase faster
than capital, wages can e prevented from falling to
the Jowest point onlysby adjusting the proportwn of
population to capital.

The lowest point 1o which wages can be perma-
nently reduced, is that which affords a bare subsist-
ence to the labourer,
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nently mused is that which leavdp to the capitalist
Just profit enough to make it worth his while fo in-
vest capital. .

The vanations of the rate of wages between the8e
extreme points depending mainly on the supply of
labour offered to the capitalist, ihe rate of wages is
mainly determined by thg sellers, not the buyers of
labour.

The highest point to which wa;.z.s can he perma-

«

The produce of labour and capitdl, after renthas
been paid, is divided between the labourer and the
capitahst, under the namg of wages and profits.

Where there are two shares, each determines
the other, provided they press equally u=on one
another.

The incrcase of the supply of labour, cldiming
reward, makes the pressure in the prtsant cas%ga.
equal, and rendems wages the regulator of profits.

The restriction of the supply of foods cause*the
fall o both profits and wagés.

The increased expense -of raisthg food enhances
its peéce : labour, both agricultural and manufac-
turing, becomes dearer (without advantage, to the
labourer) : tlus rise obwages causes profits to fall ;
and this fall brings after it a reduction of thelabour-
er's share, or a fall of wages.

The fall of profits and wages is thus referabre ta
the same cause which raises rgnt ;—to an inequality
in the fertility of soils.

Thus it appears that, owing 1o the inequality
of soils, and the principle® of increase in the
numb® of consumers, the natural tendency of
rent is to rise; and to rise in proportion to the
increase in the number of consumers, The ten-
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dency of profity is to fall as rent rises, 7. ¢, as
the production f\lif food becomes more espensive.

The fall of profits brings after it, as a nccessary
consequence, the fall of wages; and the indivi-
dual shares of wages are still further reduced by
every increase of the numbers among whom the
wages’ fund is to be divided.

'lhese are iinportant- Lruths, aad by no means
discoura"mg, if we know low to make use of
them, Thert' is no need hastily to suppose that
our landowners must inevitably get all the
wealth of society into. their own hands, so that
there will in time be only two classes in the
state,~landowners and paupers. 1t is possible
that, Jhis might happen, as it is possible that we
Jpay all die of famine from nobody choosing to
be at the trouble of tilling the ground. The two

cades are'possible, and the cata%trophes about
equally probable. No one can deny the strong
tendency to famine to*whirh we are all liable
unless we exert ourselves to avoid it; and the
undue’ rise of rent, and fall of profits and wagcs,
is q\.ut,g as certainly avoided by moderate caution
—by bringing natural laws to bear upon each
other, and not (as some desire) a law of human
will to control that which is beyond the reach of
the unassisted human will.

*Some who toil and carn but little recompensc
cry out upon the wealth of the landowners, and
desire a law whicli" shall forbid their receiving
more than so much for a certain quantity and
quality of land. A law that men should not die
m a famine would be as much to the purpose.
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The way to prevent men dying of hunger is to
sow graia for them; and the wat to prédvent the
landlords growing unduly rich is to provide More
fodd ;—wlhether by improving the methods _of
tillage at home, or inventing and improving prd-
ductions of other kinds -vlich may exchange for
food from abroad. Anether way is by making
machinery (which does 1'at cat and drin#) super-
sede lwman labour, so that we may %have the
increased production without the eccompanying
consumption ; but the most certain method of all,
and that which is in the gower of all, is to pro-
portion the number of congumers to the existing
supply of food. As soon as this is done, rents
will be stationaty, and will be certain to falb after
the next improvement in tillage or Jnanufacture.
Meantime, the lapdowner can no moré help=the
rise of his rents than the poorest operajive in%he
next tewn ; and, in fact, not so much, if that
operative is bringinggup a large*family to depre-
ciate ghe valuc of labour, and increase the exces-
sive pressurc upon food. The landlord, meantime,
declares truly that he Ys growing no richer. te
is told that Lis rents have risen sinccefuch a
time; but (from various causes) his, tenamts
cannot pay the whole ; and he is besides burdened
with the mainienance of the indigent who have
been pauperized by the. undue depression of
wages. No one would b& more glad than he, to
have his rents nominally lewered so that hLe
might feceive the whole, and do what he pleased
with it. No one would he more glad than he, if
he be wise, at the tidings of fresh discoveries in
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science or inventions in art, or of new resources
opened beyond \fa, or of increased providence in
the habits of tht poorer classes, which should
cause his income to fall with the price of fodd,
but render his lessened income more secure.

It is of even greater consequence to ascertain
the relative pgsition of the other two parties,
since an}- quarrel about their respective shares
cannot but cayse a diminution of that which is to
be divided between them. Each party being
dependent upon the other, any interruption of
their harmony cannot but be injurious to both:
but dissension is especially disastrous where, as
Jin thg present case, the dependernce is unequal,
The capitalists have the great advantage over the
lakcurers of being able to wait longer for the
adji stment of disputes which nay arise between
them. Deplorable as are the consequenges to
individuals and to socigty of living upon capital
from the absence of revenue, the case ofethose
who age driven to live upon their capital is, at
leact, better than that of the party which has no
capitato live upon.

<he consequence of this inequality of depend-
ence is ‘that power of a different kind is more
frequently put in aciion by the more depeundent
than by the less dependent party. The power of
combination to obtaint a larger share of the
subsistence fund i8jn the hands of both parties,
and is occasionally used by both ; but much more
frequently by the labourers than by the capitalists.
For this there are obvious reasons.
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If the propoition of labour to capital be equal,
there is Jjttle inducement to eithey party fo quarrel
with the other, as their sharbs of gairf are
bdlanced : but if any capitalists choose to press
upon the labourers, it is to their own ultimafe
disadvantage, as well as tlat of the labourers ; for
there can never be a combination so extensive as
to include all cepitalists $ and those who are not
included will find it their interest to ®wer the
prices of their commodities, paging the same
wages as the united capitalists, and being content
with the ordinary rate of profit. By means of this
underselling, the extraordinary rate of profit is
necessarily brought down,®and the capitalists are
just as they were at first, the reduction Raving
fallen upon the wages of the labouger. Matters
can seldom, however, proceed so far®as to=efie
infliction of this ‘gratuitous injury. If the pro-
portion of labour to capital be equal, a,very short
resistance of the lahourers to the reduction of
their wages suffices tb make the capitalists repent
of their endeavours to grasp more thap their
share: and such endeavours are consequemtly
extremely rare where capital and labour gfe duly
proportioned.

«. 1f there be a superabundance of capital, ‘the
capitalists are /n no conditioh to gain any thing
by combination. To pay high wages answgrs
better to them than to ¥ive upon their capital,
In such a case, therefore, the capitalists never
combiwe.—Or rather,—and I say it with sorrow,—
if such a case should arise, they would not

combine. Such cases can scarcely be spoken of
F
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in this country as matters of actual experience,
since there are but too few instances of capital
beind abundant t proportion to labour,

, On the third supposition,—that labour abounds
in proportion to capital,—there is no nced for
the capitalists to use thei: power of combination.
They can obtain what they want without it. The
labourerg are tke weaker party, inasmuch as they
must have food, and depend en the capitalists for
it:-—not for che quantity ;—that depends on
themselves,—on the numbers they bring to
divide a certain quantity ;—and the capitalists can
resist their claims no further than to secure the
rate of profit, without which no capitalist would do
business. Not for the quantity of food to each
man ‘do the labourers depend on the capitalists ;
but Yor thd purchase of their labour at all; and
thefefore, the capitalists do not need to combine
when labour superabounds. ,

For the sam¢ reasons, the labourers do not
need to combine when capital superabounds.
They ean naturally obtain as large a share of the
subsistence fund as will ledve ordinary profits to
the vapitalist : and this happens of course, as is
wetl known from the examples of newly settled
countries, and newly invented manufactures,
where the profits of the capitalist are invariably
prevented by the dearness of labour from much
exceeding the ordinary rate.

In cases of equal-proportion, the labourers run
even a greater risk from a strike than the
-capitalists. Some of the capitalists will, if the
balance be exact, withdraw their capital from
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business rather than stand a strike ; and thus is
causcd gn immediate superabundance 6f labour,
with all its disadvantages to the® labourers.® But
if’no capitalist withdraws, the waste of capital
necessarily caused by a' strike causes also a
superabundance of labour+ and thus also the
labourers suffer for having destroyed the balance.

But when ccmbinatida is reserted tp in the
absence of all oth:r power, its resulfs’p are the
most disastrous to the weak party evhich employs
it.  The labourers who superabound are already
at a disadvantage, whicly can only be increased
by any resistance which helps to impoverish the
capitalists. They may injure the capitalists by
impairing the tapitalists’ share of the subsietence,
fund : but they injure themselves much more by
impairing, at the,same time, the labouters’ sWire.
That such means of injuring capitalists are 8ver
resorted to in such a condition of affairs proves
most forcibly that the lawgest of'the parties con-
cerncfl is not yet fully aware how the case stands,
and that a far greater power of competition with
the capitalists is- lodged with them thay that
which they are too ready to employ to the injury
of both parties and the good of neither.,

If it had been, indeed, true that, by any natu-
ral laws of distribution, any class of society could
be placed in a position of necessary and perma-~
nent inferiority of rights to any other class, all
writers on the philosophy ofssociety would have
shrunk from relating any fables which must con-
vey 8o sad a moral. Butthereis a very cheering-
moral involved in every melancholy 2stmry that

F
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we hear of the contentions of masters and
men, anl of the sufferings which therce arise.
The ‘fact is that,"so far from the masters having
any natural power,—even if they had the wish,
—to oppress the working classes, the working
classes hold a power. whizh may make them the
equals in independence of any class in society.
That they have not yet‘used it *s less their fault
than their' misfortune. Whether fault or mis-
fortune, it is destined to be remedied, if we may
trust to experience working its invariable work,
and communicating that wisdom and power
which can by no other means be gained. The
only control over the price of labour resides
with those who can control its quantity, Over-
stock the maxket with labour, and the most com-
passionate of capitalists can do nothing to pre-
veft its being ill rewarded. Understock the
market with labour, and the veriest miser that
ever employed gold for profit cannot prevent la-
bour fetching a high price. And with *whom
does it rest to overstock or understock the market
with Jabour 7 With whont does it rest to deter-
mine whether the subsistence fund which exists
shill be divided among a moderate number or
among a scrambling multitude ?  Most assuredly
not with the capitalists but the labourers,
oWhen the labouring class fully comprehends
the extent of the power whicl it holds, —a power
of obtaining not enly its own terms from the
capitalists, but all the necessaries and comforts
- of life, and with them the ease-and dignity which
become free-born men, they will turn-their other
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power of combination 'to better purposes than
those of annoyance and injury. The’ common
plea of those labourers who alteady undefiand
their own case is that there is little use in scqgt-
tered individuals being careful to proportion their
tamilies to their means*® of cubsistence, while the
greater number multiply thoughtlessly, and pre-
pare for new encroachnments on the sybsistence
fund. The same plea has been in use for ever
on the first proposal of any grea® social amelio-
ration ; and it has ever been found that ameliora-
tion has followed with qmexpected speed upon
the virtuous efforts of scagfered mdividuals. They
work round to each other, they combime, they
bring others ‘into the combigation, and thesa
again bring more, till there arc hundyeds of fol-
lowers for every leader, and for every folfgwer
therc is a foe the less. Why should & not Be so
with #his greatest of all ameliorations that has
ever been proposed? 1€ the w8rking classes can
still ®ombine for objects which have been a thou-
sand times proved unattainable or hurtfel when
attained, why should"they not combine fqr bur-
poses of providence and mutual support in a
better system of economy? Such combinatfons
have already begun; for every society which has
for its objectd the economy of the resources of
the working people, and the encouragement of
provident habits, is a society for hmiting the
population within the means®f subsistence. Many
such 8ssociations are so well founded as to give
assurance that they will be perseveredin; if pert
severed in, it cannot be very long before some one
’ ¥
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class or band of Jabourers feels the benefits of pru-
dence, anll exhibits the truth that moderate self-
denidl in one difection brings means of rational
indulgence in others: and when this happens, 31(-:
work of amelioration will be fairly begun. The
working men’s day will be at hand, and no one’
will hail it more joyfully than the capitalists ;—
for willingly would they ‘exchange such power as
is given them by the helplessness of their la-
bourers, for serurity against the waste of capital
which is caused by the opposition of their work-
people and the pauperism of their dependents.

Combinations of labourers against capitalists
. (whatgver other effects they may have) cannot se-

cure ‘'a permanent rise of wages unless the supply
of delour falls short of the demand ;—in which case,
strilzes are usually unnecessary. '

Nothing”can permanently affect the vate of wages
which doe$ not affect the proportion of poptilation
to capital. *

Legislative interference does not affect thi$ pro-
portion, and is therefore useless.

S¢rikes affect it only by wusting capital, and are
therefSrg worse than useless.

(Combinations may avail or not, according to the
reasonableness of their objects.

‘Whether reasonable or not, combinations are not
subjects for legislative interference ; the taw having
no eognizance of their capses.

Disturbance of the peace being otherwise pro-
vided against, combkinations are wisely therefore
now left unregarded by the law. -

. The condition of labourers may be best im-
proved,—
1. By inventions and discoveries which create
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capital ; and by husbanding instead of wast-
ing capital ;—for instance, by maldng savings
instead of supporting strilles.

2. BY ADJUSTING THE PROPORTION OF POPU-~.
LATION TO CAPITAL.

This is not the place m which to show how
tremendous is the waste of capitgl in a turn-out ;
nor have I been able to'do it in thatebne of my
fables which treats of combinatiogs of workypen.
I felt myself bound to present the fairest instance,
in order to show the badness of the principle of
a strike in the best cas€®; but I have the means
of showing, if 1 had but the space, that the
members of » combination are often—arg com-
monly—the victims of a far fnore despotic ty-
ranny than they themselves ascribe o thewinas-
ters, and a moré ruinous spoliation than the dis-
contented suppose the rich desirous to inflict'
upon the poor. I trusj and believe that there
are gany Willian® Allens among the class of
operatives; but I also believe that few pf these
are leaders of strikes. Allen was an unwilling
leader of a strike; and there are many ®ho see
even more clearly than he did the hopelesyness
and mischievousness of the contest, ‘who have,
either more sglfishness to keep them out of it, or
more netve to make a protest against a bad pyin-
ciple, and a stand agaimst a bad practice. I be-
lieve that the most intelliggnt and the best men
among the working-classes now decline joining
a ‘turn-out; and it is very certain that not only
the most ignorant, but the worst, are among the
first to engage. The reasons for this will be
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sufficiently obvious to those who consider what
facilities ‘these associations afford for such prac-
tices "as ignorant and bad men like,—for med-
dling and governing, for rioting, for idling, and
tippling, and journeying, and speechifymg at
other people’s expense.  No better occasion
could be devised for exposing the simple, and
timid, am{'unn’ary to be robbed, and jobbed, and
made tools of by a few shampers and idle busy-
bodies. It is Yery certain that three or four indi-
viduals have often succeeded, for their own pur-
poses, in setting three or four hundred, or thou-
sand, better men than themselves at emmity with
their masters. It is difficult to imagine a case
.of mére spirit-rausing hardship than that of the
labgurer who is compelled or inveigled into a
conjest which he knows, or may kuow, to be bad
in principle, and hol)eless in its issue,—who must,
against his will or his reason, give up a subsist-
ence which is already too gcanty, in order that
he may find it still further reduced when he re-
turns o it. In considefation of such cascs,
whick everybody knows to be very common, I
shall state a few facts, which may assist and
sti¥ngthen the determination of some who may
be striving against the now prevalent disposition
to strike for wages. The circunistances of the
time will excuse a disproportioned cnlargement
on a very obvious point.

In order to brink the principle of strikes to
the test, we have only to ask whether thicy in-
“erease capital or check population?—one or other
of which they must do if they are to benefit the
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struggling party. It is known to everybody that
they do nieither ; but it is not so well k#otwn that
they do the direct contrary,—tlut they not®only
waste capital, but increase the supply of labour,
the very thing of which there is already too
much. They do this by driying the capitalists to
find those silent labourers who never ask subsist-
ence or refuse stheir migters’ bidling—the ma-
chines, which areethe workmen’s aBhorrence.
It is unreasonable as it is vain te abhor maehi-
nery; and that its use is facilitated by strikes
will be regarded hereafteg as one of the few com-
pensating circumstances which arise out of the
miseries of such a struggle for power or for
bread. But, Rowever great mgy be the ukiimate,
good of this issue, the issue is certainly the very
reverse of that cqntemplated and desirld by those
who turn out. Yet the time is come for theth to
meet at; and they will do well to take heed to
the state of the labgur-market &t this period.
After long depression and many fluctuations,
it appears that there is a revival of a steady de-
mand for labour. Th& condition of our capjjaists
is, however, different from what it was ein most
former periods of prosperity. They ,are wow
busy; but they work for very low profits in
almost every oranch of minufacture or trade.
Their men must also work hard for little pay,
till some of the many citcumstances which tend
to raise profits shall have oceurred. Never, how-
ever, were our working-class less disposed to take
the low wages which alone the masters are able
to give, Combinations to secure a rise are
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e
éverywhere spreading, and grand preparations
are thus making for securing a fall, The low
profiis of the masters will not stand encroach-
ment, There is a brisk foreign competition,
which forbids trifling with any. present demand.
Under these circumstanres, if our working men
choose to stand idle, what remains to be done
but to ugse ma:chinery 16 the utmost extent that
ingenuity can devise on the spur of a great occa-
sion? The _uvantity of human labour already
thus superseded is very considerable; and there
will be more, in proportion to the failure of har-
mony between capitalists and labourers, till not a
visible chance is left for the employment of half
our working men in the way they themselves
propose. Happy will it be for them if the usual
consequentes of the improvement of machinery
follow in the extension of our manufactures, so
that there may still be room for such as can
learn a new business! and happy will it be for
them if they lLave become' convinced, i their
time of hardship, that to moderate the supply of
labuyr is the only way df securing its desired
recompense !

The following case illustrates the method by
which human labour is driven out of demand :
it is only one of many which have arisen out of
the tyranny of the leaders of strikes, who, not
satisfied with turning out themselves, compel
their weaker, but rcluctant, brethren to be idle
also, In the case in question, the turning-out of
-the head spinners in a cotton factory, compelling
the idleness of six or seven work-people subordi-
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nate to cach spinner, has led the head spinner’s
master tp find that he can do.without fim, and
the six or seven subordinates to?rejoice in their
fréedom from dgpendence on his movements.

Six or seven different machines are employed
in the production of cotten-yarn from raw cotton.
All but the last are called * preparation machi-
nery,” and one person “waits up®n e%c)l. The
oflice of this prepavation machinery is to form
the raw cotton into a thick and eender thread,
called a “roving.” The office of the last ma-
chine is to twist and drawy out the roving into a
finer and stronger thread : this operation is called
“ spinning,” and the spun thread is *“yarn,” This
machine is calléd the *“ hand-mule.” Hand-mules
are worked in pairs, each pair requising the head
spinner above-meptioned Lo direct its operafign,
and two or more children to place the rovings
in the machine, and piece the threads that break.

The head spinner,sthough pail in proportion
to the superiority of his work, has always been
the one to turn out; and his subordinates must
go with him of necefsity, however averse jMey
might be to do so. It was not to be bome that
the discontents of the comparatively few shotld
derange the whole manufacture, and deprive the
many of their biread ; and nothing could be more
natural than for some expedient to be sought by
which the masters and the subordinates might be
made independent of the head:gpinners. Twenty
Years =go, attempts were made to invent some
apparatus which might be attached to the mule,
and discharge the spinner’s task, The apparatus
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first used was either too complex or too uncertain
in its Opuration to answer the purpose; and, as
ofted as it failed, the spinners clapped their
hands, believed the manufacturg more in their
power than ever, and advanced in their demands
accordingly. They went somewhat too far in
1824, when they refused very high wages, and
drove the Menchester' capitali'ts to vigorous
measures ‘of self:defencé. ~The requisite talent
was sought and found for the object required ;
and, early in 1825, a patent for the ¢ self-acting
mule ” was taken out, nothing being wanting to
its efficacy but the simplification which time and
practice were sure to bring, and which would
lesser its cost so as to qualify it for common
adoption. No sooner had it been set to work,
and‘Pbegur‘i to gain reputation, than a great part
of the establishment where it was in use was
destroyed by fire, and the machine was not heard
of for some momths. As scon as it began to be
again attended to, so gréat a stagnation of
trade took place, that the spirit of the spinner
wan.subdued < the master was unwilling to mor-
tify himg in his distress, and all mention of the
setf-acting mule was dropped. This was very
hard upon the patentees, who had been originally
forced into the business, and had spent, not only
meuch time and pains, but a great deal of money
on the invention, They rightly supposed, how-
ever, that the head spinners would give them
their turn on the first opportunity. They went
. on improving and improving their invention,
while awaiting another strike on the revival of
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trade. This happened at the close of 1829 ; and
then sevgral leading houses provided tMemselves
with each a pair of self-acting mules, by way of
trihl: but the adoption of the machine went on
languidly till the great strike of 1831 achieved
its triumph. It is nowwsed in upwards of fifty
mills, and seems likely soon to be adopted in all
others. The head spinhers have not g chance
againstit; for it no$ only saves their Wages, and
leaves their subordinates at peace,dbut does their
work better than they could do it themselves ;—
an unexpected result withwhich the perseverance
of the inventors has been rewarded. The quantit
of yarn is’greater than could before be produce
in the same tihc and with the same number of
spindles : the yarn is of greater gtrength and
more uniform quality : there is a matetial sd¥ing
of waste in the subsequent processes, from the
regulagity with which the yarn is woynd on the
spindle ; and, from $he same chuse, a greater
quantity of a bette? fabric than before issues
from the loom of the weaver. .

This story preaches its own moral. Esery
one ought to be glad to hear of improvements in
the comforts of mankind ; but all woulgd ratker
Pay any other purchase-money for them than
the subsistence of a useful and often suffering
cless of society. Itis in the power of our work-
ing class to provide that ‘all such improvements
shall henceforth arise otherwise than through
their epposition, and for their destruction. With
them rests the choice of controlling the labour-
market on the one hand, and pauperism on the
other. — G
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If no moral reaches us from the long tragedy
of pauperism which has been enacted before the
eyes bf many geherations, we are past teaching.

“F,pr the last three gencrations, especially, the
state of the indigent has been an object of pri-
mary attention to all classes in our society.
Statesmen have legislated, magistrates have ad-
ministered. the'clergy lave preached, tradesmen
and manufacturers have cont:ibuted, the farmers
have been bufdened: almost the sole employ-
ment of women, next to the care of their own
families, has been the charge of the poor ; alms-
giving has been the first virtue to which infant
cnthusiasm has been roused, and charity, in this
sense;-has been made the test of moral sincerity
and religious«proficiency. And what has all this
done for society ? The number of the indigent
has increazed from day to day, and at a perpetu-
ally increasing rate, till it has absorbed, in a
legal charity alohe, nine millions per annum of
the subsistence-fund, which is the clear right of
the independent labourer. Itis no small consi~
der#tion that the habitually indigent become, as
a matteg of course, as their doom, the most pro-
flifate portion of society. But this fearful con-
sideration is not all, We not only defraud the
industrious classes of their due, now tempting
arrd now forcing them down into a state of indi-
gence, and by the same act condemning them to
hopelessness and vice, but we, at the same time,
put in motion an apparatus of moral evil &mong

cevery class which has to communicate with’ the
indigent, which would' bear down the preaching
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of the twelve apostles themselves. If account
could be taken of the unjust partialisies’of ma-
gistrates, of the abuse of powenby open vestries,
ahd the jobbing by select vestries ; of the heart-
wringing oppression sustained by the tradesman'
and farmer ; of the open licentiousness and con=
cealed fraud, the ungodly conspiracies and dia-
bolical hatreds sourishetly by oursystemp of legal
charity, and the daily repeated, cru®l injustice
inflicted by our methods of puldic and private
charity, we might well doubt whether some fiend
had not been making spgrt of us under the Loly
semblance of charity. It may be doubted whe-
ther the most profligate “tyranny ever broke or
depraved so nlany hearts as the charities of oun,
Christian nation. If our prictiges are fo be
judged by their fruits, there are nofe, nékt to
slavery, for which we need so much, pardch as
for oyr methods of charity.

There is no use \n pleading *our good inten-
tionse The father® of the lnquisition are ever
ready with their plea of good intentions. The
parent who breaks tife spirit, and thus annipiates
the moral liberty of his child, does it ewith the
best intentions. The manceuvrer tells twenty
lies a-day with the best intentions. There is,
perhaps,.;no ciime in whosé defence good inten-
trens may not yith sincerity have been pleaded.
The question is why, with evidence that we were
wrong, daily and hourly before our eyes, we did
not mend our methods, Thence arises the moral
of this dreary lesson, that virtue, whether benefie
cence or any other, does not consist in formal :fmd
arbitrary practices, but in conformi&y to vital
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principles.  Without regard to this essential
truth, viriue may turn to vice hefore ,we are
awaré; and as a proof of it, we have been doing
-the pleasure of fiends under.a persuasion that we
“were discharging the duty of Christians. We
have exercised self-denial in our charity: but so
did Simeon Stylobates in his piety, when he lived
on the top of a pillar. \We havertoiled and suf-
fered in our charity : but so did the pilgrims who
walked with peas in their shoes to the sepulchre.
Their piety and their sufferings were a mockery
of Him they worshipped; and our charity has
proved a scandal to the religion we profess.
What follows ? Not that piety and charity are
& mockery and a delusion ; but that Simeon did
not understand the one, and we have most as-
surediy mistaken the other,

ne essential distinction between a compara-
tively rich and poor society is in the mora! right
which individuals have to digpose of their money
in certain miodes. Where capital abounds ili pro-
portion.to the consumers, individuals are fully
Justifed in giving away in whatsoever form and to
whomsocver they please ; as they give away that
which leaves nobody destitute. Bug in a society
where population abounds in proportion to capi-
tal, to give food and clothing to the idle while
the industrious are debarred frqm earning it*is
to take subsistence from him whose due it is, to
give it to one who has no claim. Thus to violate
justice can be no true charity. Where*con-
aumers abound in proportion to capital, it is ob-
vious that the way to bestow most happiness is,
not to take away one man’s share to give it to
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another, but to do what is possible toward®
creating another share in such a way as not to
cause more want. 1n other words, almsgiving
15 the mode of charity appropriate to one state
of society, and the estabhishment of providént
associations, and the encouragement-of emigra-
tion, and especially of education, are the modes
of charity appropriate ¢g anothes state of society.
We have need enough of charity in®dur present
state ;—with hundreds of thousands of paupers
in our parishes, and of half-starved artizans in
our towns, and brokengspirited labourers in our
villages.  'We have need enough of charity,—
of the time of such as have leisure, and of the
attention of the‘thoughtful, and of the egertiong
of the active, and of the weflth pf the opulent.
All these will be too little for the reipoval ®f the
evil which our dwn miistakes have cgused. ®* We
have, need enough of charity ; and jif we would
learn how to apply,it, there are those among the
suflerers who can Instruct us. There is in exis-
tence a letter from a poor operative ligng ina
district where charities of food and cjpthing
abound, entreating the influential pasties whom
Lie addresseg to put an end to the g'lmsg'wing
which leaves no chance of a just provision to thes
high-souled working man. * There is in existence
#apetition from a body of agricultural labourers
to the House of Lords, last year, praying for
the abolition of legal chasity which condemus
the dabourer to starvation or degradation. These
documents are signs of the times which are net
to be mistaken, and which may well strike us
a3
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“silent with shame at our incessant complaints of
the poof for having lost their spirit of independ-
ence,"and become a degraded race. Where Is

- our Christian charity, when we first wrest from
“4hem their independence, and then taunt them
with the loss ? when we iavite them to encroach,
and then spurn them for encroaching ?

LEven from this” enornious evily however, good
is at this ‘moment arising. The rapid, the ap-
palking increase of the mischief has directed the
general attention towards it; and the two grand
principles with which we set out afford the sug-
gestion of remedies which are actually in prepara-
tion. It is now many years since certain com-
missiovers, appoipted by the French government
to investigate our pauper system, pronounced it
the gteat political gangrene of England, which
it was equally dangerous to remove and-to let
alone, The mischief has been on the inerease
ever since, and yet there is hope of cure. If it
were not that we had sound ptinciples to go ipon,
—if wa.had all this vice and misery on our hands
to bawgot rid of we knew not how, our condition
would indeed be deplorable. But, once having
gotehold of the truth that ours is a seciety where
labour abounds in proportion to capital, we know
at least how to look about for a remedy, and
with what aim to direct our proceedings. ¥¥e
must lessen the induecements to indigence,
(strange that such should exist!) by making the
condition of the pauper inferior to that of the
iadependent labourer, and ensure its remaining
universally 80 by appointing a rigid, impartial,
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and uniform administration of the funds of our
legal charity. Every diminution of the induce-
n}ents to indigence is necess#rily an indrease
of the inducements to independence; both by,
giving the right bias to the inclinations of the
labourer, and by savimg » portion of the sub-
sistence-fund. .

In proportica to the mavings %effegted in the
subsistence-fund by a rigid administration of the
legal charity, the surplus labour 8f our parishes
will be absorbed ; and if, by a wise scheme of
emigration, the dispropomtion hetween our capital
and labour can be still further reduced, a way
will be open foy the total aholition of a legal
charity,—the most demoralizing agency, peshapsy
which can be introduced into any state,—a_curse
beneath which nq society can prosper.. We ghall
then be at liberty to apply our charity wholly to
that object which should now be uppermost with
all the truly benevglents—to prevent indigence
insteall of providing for it, in the full confidence
that * accidental cases will be relievedeby ac-
cidental succour.” There are many who belicve
that an immediate abolition of our leg#} charity
would ‘cause less misery than its leng &on-
tinuance: but there is happily no occasion to
contemplate the alternative. There is a strong
hope afforded by varioys instances of partial
reformation that a way remains for us out of our
difficulties,—toilsome and painful, no doubt, but
practitable and safe ;—a way of so rectifying the
administration of our poor-laws as to give ug
the power of at length abolishing them. Honoured
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"be the rulers who shall set usforward on this
path; and blessed be every one who bestirs
himself to remowe obstructions by the subsutution
of a true for a spurious charity !* '

Here is the statement of the evil and of one of
the appropriate remediess

In a spciety nm%posed‘,'of a natnral gradation of
ranks, sonte must-be poor; 7.¢. have nothing more
than the meaxyg of present subsistence.

Any suspension of these means of subsistence,

* 1f a rebuke were needed for despondency respecting
the prospects of society, it might be found in the experi-
ence of the change which h few months have wrought in
the popular convictions as to the true direction of charity.

*Fiftecl' months agoy it required some resolution to give
so much pain 0 kind hearts as was occasioned by such
exp‘os‘ures a§ those contained in * Cousin Marshall,” and
yet more tQ, protest against poor-laws for Ireland. The
publications of the Poor-Law Commissioners have since
wrought potverfully in the right direction. Cofiviction
has flashed from mind to wind % and now we hear from
all quarters of Provident and Friendly Societies, vf Emi-
gration,,of parish struggles for the rectification of abuses,
of the regulation of workhouser, the shutting up of soup
and Dlanket charities, and the revision of charitable con-
stitutiong) with a view to promote the employment of
lathur rasher than the giving of alms. The extent of
the change of opinion in the same time with regard to
poor-laws for Ireland s scarcely less 1emarkable. On
no, subject has mistake been more prevalent, and never
has it more rapidly given,way before the statement of
principles and facts. The noblest charity, after all,
would be a provisionefor the regular statement, in a
popular form, of principles and facts of like impertance.
‘When shall we have a Minister of Public Instruction

who will be the angel of this new dispensation? It is for

the people to say when,
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whether through disaster, sickness, or decrepitude,’
converts the poor into the indigent.

Since indigence occasions miseyy, and dispeses to
viee, the welfare of society requires the greatest
possible reduction of the number of the indigent.

Charity, public and private, or an arbitrary distri-
bution of the subsistence®fur, has hitherto failed to
effect this object; the proporticxhof the indigent to
the rest of the population baving indreased from age
to age. P )

This is not surprising, since anarbitrary distri-
bution of the subsistence-fund, besides rendering
consumption unproductive, and encouraging a mul-
tiplication of consumers, dées not meet the difficulty
arising from the dispropor¢tion of numbers to the
means of subsisgence.

The small unproductive consswngtion occasjoned.
by the reliefof sudden accidents’and yare infirmities
is necessary, and may be justifiably protided for by
charity, since such charity does not tgnd to®the
increage of numbers ; but, with this exception, all
arbitrary distribution of the necqssarie of life is
injurigus to society, vhether in the form of private
almsgiving, public charitable institutions, or a legal
pauper-system, )

The tendency of all such modes of distribation
having been found to be to encourage improvidence
with all its attendant evils,—to injure ‘fhe geod
while relieving the bad,—to extinguish the spirit of
‘independgnce on one side, aftd of charity on the
othgy,—to encourage peculation, tyranny, and fraud,
—and to increase perpetmally the evil they are
meant to remedy,—but one plea is now commonly
urged in favour of a legal prdvision for the indi-
gent.* '

This plea is, that every individual born into a stdtes
has a right to subsistence from the state.
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" This plea, in its general application, is grounded
on a falsy analogy between a state and its mem-
bers, and a parent and his family.

A parent has a considerable influence over the
svbsistence-fund of his family, and an absolute con-
trol over the numbers to be supported by that fund ;
whereas the rulers of, a state, from whom a legal
provision emanates, have little influence over 1its
subsistence-fund, and ng tontrol whatever over the
number o1'¢ts members. )

If the plea of right to subsistcnce be grounded
on the faults of national institutions, the right ought
rather to be superseded by the rectification of those
institutions, than admnitted at the cost of perpetuat-
ing an institution more Qurtful than all the others
combined.

‘

What then must be done to lessen the number of

the indigefit now so frightfully increasing ?

he sulsistence-fund must be employed produc~
tively, and capital and labour be allowed jo take
their naturdl couxse ; 7. e. the pauper system must,
by some means or other, be ertinguished.

The number of consumers must be proportioned
to the % absistence-fund. To' this end, encourage-
memss to the increase of population should be with-
drawn, gud every sanction given to the preventive
check 3 7.e. charity must be directed to the en-
lightenment of the mind instead of to the relief of
bodily wants.

If not adopted speedily, all measures will bg too
late to prevent the universal prevalence of poverty
in this kingdom, the legal provision for the indigent
now operating the ‘extinetion of our national re-
sources at a perpetually increasing rate. ’

The objects of voluntary emigration, directed by
the state, are three-fold :—
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1. To improve the condition of those who emi-

grate, by placing them where .they may

* obtain subsistence at less cost than athome.

2. To improve the condition of those who re-

main, by increasing the ratio of capital toe

population. .

3. To improve the 2opdition of the colonized
region.

To fulfil the Arst of flcse objeets, the colony
must be so loeated as to insure healt®and abun-
dance to its members; and it must be so organized
as to secure the due co-operation of labour and
capital.

To fulfil the second olject, the removal of each
individual must be less cossly than his maintenance
at home would pes and the selection must be made
with a view to lessening the alryum of humay pro--
ductiveness at home. N

To fulfil the third objeet, the colonidts mifst be
selected with a viéw to thewr productivengss, both as
regards capital and population; which includes a
moral fitness to compose an order}y soclety.

1t fgllows from all $hesc®considerations that a new
settlement should be composed of young, healthy,
and moral persons ; that all shpuld not be ledourers,
nor all capitalists; and that there should be a-suffi«
cient concentration of their numbers on2the new
lands to ensure a facility of exchanges.

All other proposed remedles must be subjected
to, #s this must be regula&ed by, the test, whether
they assist in proportionmg labour and capital.
The Home Colonization system here fails, on the
doubk ground that it ensures a smaller return to
capital and labour than could be had abroad, and
serves as a direct premium on population,
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Home colonies may afford a temporary relief to a
redundaat, population, and also increase the pro-
ductiyeness of th? lands which they apptopriate’
but this is done by alicnating capital from its natural
ckannels ; and with the certainty of ultimately in-
juring society by increasing the redundancy of
population over capital

ome colonization }u‘en, though less injurious
than the unproductive dystributions of the charity-
fund, is 1fferior to foreign colonization, inasmuch
as the one yieldg temporary benefit to a few at the
expense of ultimate injury to many ; aud the other
produces permanent benefit to all.

All provisiens for réwarding forethought and
economy, and espccially all for' the diffusion of
sound moral andvpolitical knowledge, approve
themselves by this test. All contrivance and
card’ in thf production and ecdnomy of capital
approve t)gmselves also; but Emigration is
conspicuous in it merits, since it not only im-
mediately reaches the seatvof the evil in the
mother, country, but affords the greatest of bless-
ings to the colonized regions.  If regulated by
a due regard to the infallible test, it is scarcely
posaible to concéive of an arrangement more apt
to all the purposes of society. Where it has
failed, the reason of:failure has oommonly been
that one link in the chain of operating cayses
has been wanting. Lahd and labourers cannot
mutually prosper without the capital which has
too often Eeen deficient. We have not yet,made
the experiment of sending out small societies
completely organized, and amply provided to
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settle down at once in a state of sufficient eivili-
zation Jo spare the mother-country &il further
anxiety about the expeditiont It can be no
objection to this that it abstracts capital and thé
most useful species of labour from.the mother-
country: since the capital so sent out will yield
a more rapid and amplg increase to us in a new
market for commerce tl#n it cofld hgwe done at
home; and the l.bour is that which we least
want at home,—however good %ts quality inay
be,—and that which we most want in our posses-
sions on the other side the world. Such an
organized socicty, howevar, would be able to bear
a much larggr eproportion of children than a
similar society could take chgrge of at hbme,—
the Jabour of children being of as uch, more
value than their naintenance abroad, as it isless
at home. If for every old person naturflly belong-
ing tersuch a company, left beljind, #wo children
were taken out, his *country would be im-
medialely compensated for the abstraction of
prime labour, and a provision would be #fade for
the future contraction of the population.” All
details, however, from the greatest to the least,
will be arranged with -infinitely less trouble than
our parochial mismanagements have cost uswhen
we have‘once, as a nation, surveyed the dreary
haufits of our pauperizeds classes, and then taken
a flight in spirit to the fair regions abroad which
invite their labour with a sure promise of rich
recofipense. The time must come when it will
be a matter of wonder how we could so long bé
Opprezsged with_a redundancy of labour at home,
b H
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while our foreign lands were dreary only for want
of labour, while an open sea lay between, while
we had shipping o spare to traverse if, and while
Swe were spending nine millions, a year in tlie
fruitless support of our paupers, and as a premium
on the production of yet more and more labour.
The best plea for us in™that day will be that we
did not understand our own casc. By the time
we have spent nme millions, or the half ot nine
milkions, in relreving our labour market, we may
have discovered how inferior is that superstitious,
spurious charity which doles out bread at its own
door to an unlawful petitioner because to give
bread was once charity, and that enlightencd,
-gepuine benevolence which causes plenty to
spring in the far corners of the world, npurishing
at hpme the ancient household vjrtues which have

. been well wigh starved among us, but which are
not dead.

What,decision does our test give out in regard
to Ireland ? That, as a redundancy of population
is her upiversally acknowledged curse, it is un-
reakonable 10 expect relief fram the introduction
of alegal charity,—the most efficacious of all
premiums on population. The conclusion is so
obviqus, that it can be got rid of only by proving
gither that a redundant population is not the great
grievance of Ireland, or that there may be a legal
charity which does not act as a premiut on
population. Where are the materials for either
the one proef or the other?
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Whatever affects the security of property, or in-
tercepts,the due reward of labour, impaits the sub-
sistence-fund by discouraging imdustry and fore-
tRought.

Partnership tenantcies affect the security of pro
perty by rendering one 1tenant answerable for tle
obligations of all lus parinc.s, wlile he has no con-
trol over the management of their gortions.

A gradation of landlorlls oh ohe esgfte has the
same effect, by tenderitig ohe tenant lable to the
claims of more than one landlord.

The levying of fines on a whole distriet for an
illegal practicc going on én one part of it has the
same effect, by rendering the honest man liable for
the malpractices of the knave.

The impositiandf a church establishment gt those
who already support another claureh, interceptsthe
due reward of labour, by taking frouf thg labosret a
portion of his eatmings for ah object from which he
derives no benefit. :

Theepractice of letting land to the highest bidder,
witliout regatd to forger service, 8t to the merits of
the applicants, interBepts the due reward of the
%abourer, by decreeing His gains to expire With his
€ase, .

All these practices having prevailed iti JRELARD,
her subsistence-fund is proportionably Pmpaiged,
though the reduction is somewhat more than com-
pensated by the natural growth of capital.

While capital has been growing much more
slowky than it ought, popylation has been increms-
ing much more rapidly than the circumstances of
the country have warranted ; the consequences of
which, are, extensive and appalling indigence, and
a wide spread of the motal evils which attend it.

An immediate palliation of this itidigence woul
be the result of introducing a legal pauzper-s‘ystem

H :
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into Ireland ; but it would be at the expense of an
incalculavle permanent increase of the evil.

To }2vy a poor-rgte on the country at large would
he impolitic, since it would only increase the pri-
raary grievance of an insufficiency of capital, by
causing a further unproductive consumption of it.

To throw the burtken %of a pauper-system on
absentees would be espécially unjust, since they
bear precigely tue samesrelation (v the wealth of
their countrly as its resident capitalists.

In the case of.Ireland, as in all analogous cascs,
permanent relief can be cffected only by adjusting
the proportions of capital and popualation ; and this
must be attempted by mdans suited to her peculiar
circumstances. -

The growth of capital shouldebe aided by im-
‘proventents in agricultural and domestic economy,
and by the removai of political grievances; from
whigh would follow a union in place of an opposition
of interests,

Population should be reduced within due limits,

In the present emergency, by well-conducted
schemes of emigration ; ‘and « ,

Permanently, by educating the people till they
shall Brve become qualified for the guardianship of
their‘own interests, |

A sameness in the natural laws of distribution
exactly reverses the order of possession in new
countries, i. e., in those where capital abounds
in °proportion to populatioh. There the Fand-
owner (if any one finds it worth his while to be
a landowner without being either a capitalist or
a labourer at the same time) gains no real rent
4ill the best land is all under cultivation, and then
yery little till a third degreo is resorted to. The
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capitalist, meanwhile, makes less than.the la-
bourer ;e or would gain less if he weré nof, like
the landowner, a labourer alsd. Where labour
is so dear, all are labourers; and the labourery
by a very natural process, soon becomes a capi-
talist and a landowner;* and then he may chance
1o learn what a stranga thing it geems to a man
from the mother-countr} to let land ®f a fine
uality for no better rent than g small share of
the produce ; and how vexatious it is, after hav-
ing reaped gplendid returns to capital, to have
1o pay away, n the purchase of labour, all but
little more than the ordinary profits of stock.
The want ofe #due consideration of the diffes
rence in relative condition of Jabourets at” ime
and labourers in new cotuntries hhs Jed tossome
serious errors® im the formation and’ execthion

* Itds incumbent on me to advert to ghe ill-success
of one method of supglying labour®to the Australian
colonies, which I have répresented inmuch too favourable
a light in my tale of “Homes Abroad.” I find that,
though I have pointed_out (pp. 54, 55) the “leadin
objections to the plan of‘indenturing servants to cdfoni
settlers, I have represented the issue of sucle an experi-
ment as more prosperous than it has been proved in éacts
The true state of the case will be learned from the
following extract from “Paperserelating to the Crown
Lands and Emigration to New South Wales,” printed
by oider of the Ilonse of Compmons, October, 1831.

“"Phe Emigiant, in the cases to which we allude, has
bound himself, previously to his departure from this
country, to serve his employer for a time at wages which,
though higher than those which he could have obtained
at liome, were much below the ordinary rate in the
colony. No attempt has been made to render the
advintage obtained by theemployer in this manner ai

H 3
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of some of our plans of colonization. Sucha
scheme assthat of penal colonization could never

equivalent for the expense he has incurred in carryify
sut the Emigrants ; and it can scarcely be doubted that
in many instances the bargain, if strictly adhered to,
would have been more than 1casonably profitable to the
employer. Indeed it has peen the principal fault of
these arrangement. that the gngagemen: of the Emigrant
has not beert ‘on either side regarded as a mere under-
taking to repay the expense incurréd in his conveyance ;
and hence he has often been led to look upon the trans-
action as a disadvantageous hiring of himself, into which
he had been misled by his igvorance of the circumstances
of the place to which he was going. - This has been the
frequent cause of disconteht on the -part of indentured
servants ; and their masters, unable. to derive any
advaatafe from unwilling labourers, have found it more
for their interess to (uscharge these servants than to
insist,oh the 1ight conveyed by their bond. It is obvious
that fio increpsed severity in the legal enactments for the

rotection oefcontracts could prevent those which we

ave described from being thus dissolved ; for théy have
been 50, not from any insufficienc:- in the obligations by
which the Emigrants have been’ bound, but frém the
impossikility of rendering such obligations worth pre-
serving, where one of the partie strongly desires them
to be cancelled.”—pp. 21, 22.

These okjectioris apply only to cases of binding for raore
tharf the repayment of the expenses of removal to the
colony. Next to the education of the people at home,
there is no way in whith charity can ‘now operate so
beneficially as in making loans, under security of re-
payinent, to enable working-men, and yet more working
women, to transport themselves to our Australian colonies 3
and by diffusing, as widely as possible, correct informa-
tion respecting the condition and prospects of emigrants
to our North Ametican colonies. This correct informa-
tlon, which is to the last degree interesting, may be
obtained from the Papers above referred to, und the
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have been adopted if the case of the working
class ip both countries had been wnderstoods
Besides the many other objeations whicl®might
be and have been forcibly urged, there must yet
main the insurmountable one that labour is bef-
ter rewarded in a new ¢oleny than at home. It
does not appear that any arbitrary severity, short

“ Reports of the Emigration Commissiorfrs, for 1832;
printed by order of the House of Gpmmons.” Rvery
active philanthropist ought to possess himself of the
contents of these papers. The Report, dated 1832,
contains the following.

“ Before we close this account of our proceedings
regarding New South Wale§ and Van Diemen's Land,
we must observe tfat the value of that which has been
accomplished cannot be justly estimated by® a eners
reference to the number’already one ant. The general
scope and tendency of our measures must®e takeg into
account, as well as the importance, in an’ gndeavour to
direct emigration to a quarter comparatively new, of
haviug succeeded in making a commgncem®nt. For, after
the impulse has once Ygeen given towards countries really
adaptﬂ to emigration,the letters of the settlers them-
selves, more perhaps than the most elaborate statements
from authority, serve 0 maintain and profiagate the
disposition to resort to the same quarter. Althongh,
therefore, the measures that have been adopfed this year
may be limited in their immediate influence, and i® may
be also impossible to predict with certainty their ulterior
results, yet, at least, they gre 8f such a nature that, if
sucggssful, they may serve as the foundation of a system
sufficient for many years tosprevent the progress of the
Australian colonies from being retarded by the want of
an industrious population adequate to the development
of their resources.” (p. 6.) And the mother-country, we
may add, from being impeded, by an over-crowded popula-
tion at home, in her efforts to exalt the social aill
moral condition of her mighty family.
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of the infliction of such life-long wmisery as no
¢rime can "deserve, can counteract the ratural
law'by'which the Iabourer is more prosperous in
ofix penal colonies than in England. They are
.places of privilege, and the catrying him there
is putting him in a conditién of privilege, sooner
or later, however severely we may punish him
for any tertainabie period®  This is so notoriously
the case, thatit has become matter of very serious
consiteration how the lot of the convict can be
rendered harder, and be made known at Lome to
be s0; and arrangements*have been made, within
a short period, by whichrthe disproportion in the
lot of the innocent and the guilty¥is considerably
lessened:  Still, however far the convict may be
placed below the virtious emigrant in the scale
of conrfort, no powet can, in thepresent state of
«our labour-tharket, prevent his being much better
off than the tadepgndent labourer at home, * The
power of rulers may ordaih chéins, whipping and
other penalties fo the convict; but it cannot pre-
vent hig’ having, during a pressing demand for
his lab'our,'t;hat abundance of the necessaries of
life which ¢he virtwous labouter cannot obtain at
home. Beb Castle* would not now, perhaps,
be able to purchase ar estate on which his honest
brother Frank was a labourer ; but Bob; lioweyer
he might have been pusished for seven or four-
teen yeats, could not but have a fairet prospect
before him at the end ef that fime than hoyest
Frank would have had in England. This neces-
.

* See Homes Abroad.
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sity forms, of itsclf, a conclusive argument against
penal cplonization as a secondary panishmente
That mode of punishment can never cofimand
respect or success which wanders so far from the
principle of retribution as to inflict studie

miseries as a set-off against advantages which
cannot be excluded,

&

The objeets of penal colonization are—

1. The securty of society by the removal of the
offender.

2. The sccurity of gociety by the effect of his
example.

3. The reformation of the offender.

There has hitherto been an entire failure of all
these objects : and no wonder ; since,—

1. The offender is only %ransferred frgm one
portion of socicty to another ;*and begides,
frequently returns to his old baunts.

2. His punishment, as far as it is, punishment,
takes placg at joo great a distance to be
conspicuows, as a warning; and in as far
as his lot does not involve punishmgnt, the
effect of hig example is precisety the re-
verse of what is desired. ’

3, Our convict arrangements tend % the fur-
ther corruption of the offenden, by leting
him experience a great improvement in
his condition as a direct consequence of
his erimes.

The junction of penal ¥ith voluntary emigration
tends equally to disappoint the purposes of the one,
and, to extinguish the benefits of the other; since
convict labourers find themselves in a state of pri-
vilege, in a region where their labour procures them
large rewards; and new settlers find their commu-
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nity deeply injured by the viee and disease conses
«Juent on tae introduction of a conviet population,

. «Before closing this part, it may be well to ob-
serve that much vain reluctance to acknowledge
the two grand principles which primarily regulate
the distribution of wealtk, arises from too small
an allowange having betn asked for subordinate
influences, which may justify a much greater de-
gree of hopefulness respecting the condition of
an advanced country than some economists have
ventured to indulge. Il is no wonder that the
kind-hearted turn away,”and refuse to listen to a
doctrine which is thought to fotbid much hope
that thé whole of agy society can be comfortably
provided with “he necessaties of life. Itis no
wonder that the timid cease from trying to lop
off evils, it they must believe that every head of
the social hydra will w again,—that for every
redundancy drawn off‘there wil be a speedy:over-
filling, Al experience of humanity contradicts
such forebodings : and, though it would assuredly
be our duty to make our own generation happier
than the kst, even utider the certainty that the
next thust *fall back again, it is much more ani-
mating to believe, as<we are justified in doing,
that every advance is a pledge of a further ad-
vance ; that every taste 8f comfort, generated to
the poor man by his own exertions, stimulates
the appetite for more. It has ever been found
that, when men have learned to prefér wheaten
bread to potatoes, it is_more likely that thelt
childreii_shiguld be tauglit to seek butcliers’ meat
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than allowed to fall back to potatoes. The fathe¥
who has worked his way up into a glazed and,
tiled coltage, brings up his chijdren to fear the
‘nfud hovel in which they were born. 1f we de
but apply ourselves to nourish the taste for com?
fort in the poor,—to take for granted the most,
instcad of the least, thas they ought to require,
there is little fear but'¢hat, whenevey circum-
stances allow, they will fall-into Sur way of
thimking, and prefer a home of @omfort, eamned
by forethought and self-denial, to herding toge-
ther in a state of reckless pauperism. With
every increase of resourcgs, let a vigorous cxer-
tion be made to gouse the complacency and exalt
the tastes of “the labouring class, andeif will,
assuredly be found, in the ingerval,before a new
access of labour can be brought into the nfgket,
that the condition of the class has improved as a
mattens of theory, as well as practice,, and that it
must go hard with themsbut they will keep it up.

All%xperience wiwants this statement. There
can be no question that the preventijeseheck
has largely superselled the positive in all ad-
vancing societies. There can be no doubt of the
increased providence of the middling classes, and
the enlargement of the domestic requirements of
the poor; even though wars, famine, and pesti-
lence have nearly ceasgk fo make the awful
vacancies in which the wants and desires of the
survivors could expand. Though in some un-
happy districts where the visitations of want have
extinguished the moral check, multitudes stilb
herd together, more like brutes than human
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Deings, it is certain that there is a larger demand
among tag working classes of England for better
food, - lothmg, habitations, and furniture, than
their fathers thought of requiring. If this his
taken place notwithstanding all the bad policy,
* public and private, with which we have weakened
the spirit and the power of independence, there
is ample reason for confidence ir an accelerated
progress In“proportion as public and private in-
fluence shall werk in an opposite direction. Since
every onc can, many will assist in this noble
work ; assured that not a single effort can be
lost, and that its successful result will extend far
bey ond the present generation, Few are now
found to advocate that species of prospective
benevolence whiche acts by long-reaching pe-
cunjafy bequests but it does not follow that
benevol(.nqp may not be prospective. Let it
extend its view to the remotest ages within ken
of the human itaagination. , Let it do this by
promotm«r the welfate of th# parents of future
gencwliions ;—a wide field enough, if we lived
but for c‘h'mty.



PART IIL

Tue total wealth of society being distributed
among three ciasses, aceording #o thegprinciples
above announced, *he next process is the exchange
of commodities by individuals €or purposes of
individual enjoyment.
= The complication of this process arises chiefly
from the diversity of production which takes
place on the gagth, occasioning mnot only a wide
difference in the amount of labour requixed to
produce the same results in different regions, but
a perpetual variggation and augmentdtion of gom-
modities, which affect the demand, end render
uncestain the transactions of trade. o

This complicatian, however; involves no dis-
astrods perplexity, inless meddled with by powers
which bear no relation to it. All corgnBdities
will declare their own value, and obtain equiva~
lents, to the ultimate satisfaction of the exchang-
ing parties, if they are left to themselves ;® but
when any power, which capnot regulate human
wants and wishes, interferes to prescribe what
provision shall be madg for those wants and
wishes, there is not only a certainty that the
relative vilues of commodities will be temporarily
deranged, to the disadvantage of one of the ex-
changing parties, but an uncertainty when the
natural relation of values will be restored, and’

I
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whether disorder will not first spread into every
ether department -of exchange. Since human
labourt is the uwiversal commodity which is
brought to market, to be given and taken under
all forms, (since capital is only hoarded labour,)
"there is no.safety in ticketing any one commodity
as containing more labour than it naturally in-
cludes, and thus destroyéng its bdiance with the
rest, to the‘Tnjury of its sellew's credit, and its
buyer’s interest.t This is what is done by every
government which presumes to interfere with the
barter of individuals, or authorizes such inter-
ference, The duty of government is precisely
the reverse ;—to secure the freedem of exchange
a8 corefully as the freedom of labour, in the full
assurance that it cartuot determine relative values
till i§ can determine the amount gf labour and the
extent of haman wants in every region of the
earth. This it may do when 1t has ma#tered
the chemical and "mechanical. constitution of the
globe, when it may not only gauge thd rain
n c;veTy vegion, but appoint the proportion of
its fall.

There are two kinds of Value: value in use, and
value in exchange.

Articles of the greatest value in use may have
nont in exchange: as thgy may be enjoyed without
lallyour ; and it is labour which confers exchangeable
value,

This is not the less true for capital as well as
labour being employed in production ; for capital is
Roorded labour.

When equal quentities of any two articles require
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an equal amount of labour to produce them, they
exchange exactly against one another. I one res

- quares thore labour than’the othgr, a smallew quan-
oty of the one exchanges against a larger quantity
of the other. .

If it were otherwise, no one would bestow a larger
quantity of lJabour for asess return ; and the article
requiring the most labgur would cease to be pro-
duced. o

Exchangeable vrlue, therefors, natuTally depends
on cost of production.

Naturally, but not universally; for there are
influences which cause tgmporary variations in ex-
changeable value.

These are, whatever cireumstances affect demand
and supply. B#t these can act only temporarily ;
because thie demand of any procurable articl® eseates
supply ; and the factitious valwt conferred by gearcity
soon has an end.,

When this end has arrived, cost of production
agaim determines exchangeable value,

Its doing so may, therefore, stand as a general
rule. )

Though labour, immediate and hoarded, is the
regulator, it is not the meusure of exchangcable
value ; for the sufficient reason, that labour itself
is perpetually varying in quality and quptity, from
there being no fixed proportion between, immeSiate
and hoarded labour.

Sinee labour, the primary Yegulator, carnot serve
as g,measure of exchangeable value, none of, the
products of labour can serfe as such a measure.

There is, therefore, no measure of exchangeable
value.

) Stch a measure is not needed ; as a due regula-

tion of the supply of labour, and the allowance ef

frge scope to the principle of competi;ion ensurey
I
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9 '
sufficient stability of exchangcablo value for all
practical pyrposes. .
In these requisites are included security of pro-
) N n N
perty, and freedom’” of exchange, to which pohtical
teenquillity and legislative impartiality are essential.

Price is the exponent of exchangeable value.

Natural or necessary price,—regulated by cost
of production,—includes trie wages of the labourer,
and the prpfits of the capitalist. ¢«

Market p#ce varies from natural price with varia-
tiong of demand,and supply, and in proportion to
the oppressiveness of public burdens and commer-
cial restristions.

The more nearly and permanently market prices
approach natural prices, the more prosperous is the
state of commerce; and the two most essential
vequisites to this prosperity are social tranquillity
and legislative jmpaniality.

Tlie ancignt error, that some miysterious quality
inherent in gold and silver money constitujed it
wealth, almost te the exclusion of every other
commodity, is now so univers?lly dismissed. by all
who know anything of our science, that there is
no occasfon to controvert it:further than by pre-
senting the appropriate Summary of Principles;
andthe kindred modern error, that an enlargement
of its quahtity can do more than give a tempo-
rary, and probably hurtful, stimulus to industry,
requires now no more than a similar exposure,
The sense of the country has lately been taken
on this question; and the result proves that there
is prevalent a suflicient knowledge of the philo-
sophy and fact of the case to encourage a hope
that no such hazardous sport with the circulating



MORAL OF MANY FABLES, 89

medium as the country has previously suffered
from will be again attempteds The fate of thg
Berkelty * family, in consequence of actisns.on
the currency, is only one instance from one clase.
A long series of sad stories might-be told “df
sufferers of every rank, whose partial prosperity,
enjoyed at the expense: of one another’s ruin,
was soon swallowed upgdn the destrucfion which
universally attends a shock to public®redit. The
injured might be found dispersed through ewery
dwelling in the land; and, however loudly the
richer might complain of the magnitude of their
losses, the most cruelly injured were those who
had the least opportunity of accounting for their

. L&
gains and their losses, and therefore thg least
power of meeting the presswre of] circumstances
by prudence and forethought.

To stimulate the production of labour by the
increase of the circulating medium,,the fruits of
which must be wrgsted away®by an inevitable
contrdetion, is a pdlicy whose glory is not to be
coveted ; and surely no statesman will be=found
to adventure it till the last tradition of the con-
sequent woes of our working-classes %shall have
died away. By that time, it is probable that the
danger of such recurrence will be obviated by
the adoption of some principle of security, which
willigive society the advgntage of a free trade in
moriey. It must be long before this can take
place; for it must be long before the values of
commodities are allowed to adjust themselves

* Berkeley the Banker.
13
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ahd moncy must, from its importance, be very
cautiously and gradually committed to the equal-
izing influences of the natural laws of démand.
But, however long it may be, the woes of past
cdhivulsions will not till then be forgotten, That
<he time of arbitrary interference will, however,
a . .
cease, can scarcely be dcubted, if the following
be true pripcipler.
(%3

In exchanging commoditics for one another di*
rectly, that is, in the way of barter, much time is
lost, and trouble incurred, before the respective
wants of the exchanging parties can be supplied.

This trouble and wastz may be avoided by the
adogtion of a medium of exchangep —that is, a com-
modity enerally agreed upon, which, in order to

. effect an exchange beiween two other commodities,
is firgt ‘received 1n exchange for the one, and"then
given in exchange for the other.

This commodity is Money. ,

The great ‘requisites in a medium of exchange
are, that it should be— =

What all sellers are willing to receive ;—
CUpable of division into convenient portions ;—
Pogtfi.llzle, from including great value in small
ulk ;— -
Indestructible, and little liable to fluctuations
of value,

Gold and silver unite these requisites in an un-
equalled degree, and have also the desirable quality
of beauty ; gold and silver have therefore formed
the principal medium of exchange hitherto adopted;
usually prepared, by an appointed authority, in the
form most suitable for the purposes of exchangé, in
arder to avoid the inconveniences of ascertaining
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the value of the medium on every occasion of pir-
chase. }

Whave the supply of moncy is left dnregtricted,
s exchangeable value will be ultimately déter-
mined, like that of all other commodities, by Qe
cost of production. .

Where the supply ig restricted, its exchangeable
value depends on the proportion of the demand to
the supply. o

In the former case, it retains its @haracter of a
eommodity, scrviug as a standarg of value in, pre-
ference to other commodities only in virtue of its
superior natural requisites to that object.

In the latter case, it ®eases to be a commodity,
and becomes a mere tickgt of transference, or arbi-
trary sign of valgie ; and then the natural requisites
above described become of comparatively dtgle imy-
portance.

The quality by which money passes fron_hand
to hand with little injury enables it tg compgnsate
inequalities of supply by the slackened or accele-
rated speed of its circulation.

The rate of aircnﬁation serves as an index of the
state "of supply, and*therefore tends, where no re-
striction exists, to an adjustment of thg sipply to
the demand.

‘Where restriction ecxists, the rate of circulation
indicates the degree of derangement ‘introduced
among the elements of exchangeable’ value, but
has no permaient influencedn its rectification.

In proportion as the processes of exchange be-
come extensive and cowmplicated, all practicable eco-
nomy of time, trouble, and expense, in the use of a
circulating medium, becomes desirable.

Such cconomy is accomplished by making ac-
knowledgment of debt circulate in place of the
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acfual payment,—that is, substituting credit, as re-
presented by bank paper, for gold money.

“The pdoption of paper money saves tize, by
making the largest’ sums as easily payable as the
st llest.

It saves trouble, by being more easily transfer-
#blo than metal money.

It saves expense, by it8 production being less
costly than that of metal yroney, and. by its setting
free a quantty of gold to be used in other articles
of production.

A further advantage of paper money is, that its
destruction causes no duminution of real wealth, like
the destruction of. gold ahd silver coin; the one
being only a representative of value, the other also
a commodity.

» The remaining requisites of a medium of ex-

. change—viz., thyt it sfould be what all sellers are
willing to receive, and little liable fo fluctuations of
value, are nof inherent in paper as'they are in me-
‘tallic money. .

But they ntay be obtained by rendering paper
money convertible into metalliesmoney, by lipiting
in other ways the quantity issued, and by guarding
against™forgery.

Great evils, in the midst of many advantages,
have arisen «ut of the use of paper money, from the
neglent of measures of seeurity, or from the adoption

-of such as have proved false. Issues of inconver-
tible paper money have been allowed o a large ex-
tent, unguarded by any restrictions as to the quan-
tity issued. v .

As the issuing of paper money is a profitable
business, the issue naturally became excessive
when the check of convertibility was removed,
while banking credit was not backed by sufficient
security.

The immediate consequences of a superabun-
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dance of money "are, a rise of prices, an alteration
in_the conditions of contracts, and a gonsequeny
mjury ¢ commercial eredit,

Its ulterior consequences ar8, a still stronggy
sheek to commercial credit, the extensive runesf
individuals, and an excessive contraction of the cur-
reney, yet more injuriogs than its excessive expan-
sion.

These evils wise f'rom"ouyers ar®l scllgrs bearing
an uneeual relation to the quantity of *oney in the
marlet.

It all sold as much as they bought, and no more,
and 1f the prices of all commodities rose and fell in
exact proportion, all exchanges would be affected
alike by the increase or dimninution of the supply of
money. But thm s an impossible case ; and there-
fore any action on the currency involves mjury to
some, while it affords advantage to gthers.

A sudden or excessive contraction ofethe chigency
produces some éffects exactly the regerse of the
cffectg of a sudden or excessive expansion. It
lowdrs prices and vitiates contracts, fo the loss of
the opposite contracging Barty.

But the- infliction &f reverse evils does not com-
pensate for the formgr infliction. A segond action
on the currency, though unavoidably following the
first, is not a reparation, but a new misfol;tunc.

Because the parties who are now epriched are
scldom the same that were impoverished by a
former change, and vice versd; while all suffer
from the injury to commercial credit which follows
upoh every arbitrary chan¥e.

All the evils which have arisen from acting arbi-
trarily upon the currency prove that no such arbi-
tra’y action can vepair past injurics ; while it must
inevitably produce further mischicf. .

They do not prove that liability to fluctuation is
an inherent quality of paper moncy, and that a me-
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tallic currency is tlierefore the best circulating me-
dium.

They do prove that commercial prosperity depends
op the natural law$ of demand and supply being
al¥swed to work freely in relation to the circulating
sedium, )

The means of securing thair full operation remain
to be decided upon and triefl.

Nations e}ébhangé commoditie: as individuals do,
for rautual accotamodation, caclt mmparting of its
superfluity to obtain that in which it is deficient.

he imparting is therefore only a means of ob-
taining : exportation is the means of obtaining im-
portation—the end for which the traffic is instituted.

The importation of money into % «country where
tnoney 1§ deficient is desirable on the same prin-
ciple which rencers d&sirable the supply of any de-
ficien”; commddity. L

The impo.tation of money 'into a country where
money is not deficierit is no more desirable than it
is to create an excess of any other commodity.

That money is the commodity most gewerally
bought and sold is no reason for its being a more
desirable wrticle of importatian than commodities
which ate as much wanted in the country which
imports it. *

Hat money is the commodity most generally
bought and sold is a peason for its being the com-
modity fixed upon ;61' measuring the relative
amounts of other articles of national interchange.

Money bearing different denominations in the
different trading countries, a computation of the
relative values of these denominations was madg in
the infancy of commerce, and the result expressed
i1 terms which are retained through all changes in
the value of these denominations,
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The term by which, in each country, the original
equal proportion was expressed is adopeed as the
fixed pvint of measurement, called the pargof ex-
ahange : and any variation in the relative amoupt
of the total money debts of trading nations is calded
a variation from par.

This variation is of two kinds—nominal and real.

The nominal variatioi trom par is caused by an
alteration m the value of ghe curréncy of any coun-
try, which, of course, destroys the relattve proportion
of its denommatmns to the denogninations of, the
currency of other countries; but it docs not affect
the amount of commodities exchanged.

The real variation from par takes place when any
two countries 1mport respectively more money and
less of other ceimmoditics, or less money and more
of other commodities.

This kind of variation is sure to correct itself,
since the country which receives the larger rgpor-
tion of woney will return it for other gommodities

when,it becomes a superfluity ; and the country '

which receives the smaller propogtion 8 money will
gladly import more s it Becomes deficient.

The real variation from par can never, therefore,
exceed a certain limit, (

This limit is determined by the cost of substitut-
ing for each other metal money and oifg of its re-
presentatives—yviz., that species of papgr curr®ncy
which is called Bills of Exchange.

When,this representative Becomes scarce in pro-
portion to commodities, and thereby mounts up to
a higher value than the rbpresented metal money,
with the cost of transmission added, metal money
is transmitted as a substitute for bills of exchange,
and®the course of exchange is reversed, and re-
stored to par.

Even the range of variation above-described is
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much contracted by the operations of dealers in
bills of exchange, who equahze their value by trans-
mitting those of all countries from places where
théy are abundant'to places where they are scarce

‘«A self-balancing power being thus mberent in
Jhe entire system “of commercial exchange, all ap-
prehenswns about the re.sul{s of its unimpeded ope
ration are absurd.

The cryihg philosophers ef all times have
mourned over vhe pertinacity *of men and of
nations in clinging to errors through all the
sufferings thence arisimg; the suffering being
ascribed to ¢ fate, oy Providence, or some-
thing,”—to any thing rather thap to their fa-
wvourjteesrrors.  The laughing philosophers can-
not deny this ; (but, keoking farther, they see that,
error by ertor being exploded ai,’l length, there is
no return to that which is clearly scen to be the
cause of suffering, —unless such an expemen-
tal brief return a§ can onrly sgrve to confirm the
truth. Commerce has now been instituteli for a
longer syccession of ages than we have any dis-
finct, knowledge of ;—ever Since the first root-
digger eXchanged his vegetable food for the
gathe of the first sportsman. From that time
tilinow, an error has subsisted among all classes
of exchangers which has caused enough of pri-
vatjon, of ill-will, of oppression and fraud of ayar,
pestilence and tamme, to justify the tears of a
long train of crying philosophers, But the error
has been detected.  Philosopliers have laid their
finger upon it; the press has denounced it;
senates are preparing to excommunicate 1t ; and
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its doom 1is sealed. This error is,—that com=
merce i3 directly productive. o Ilence,drises the
belief, that if one parly gains by comucree,
ahother must lose ; and hence have arisen the
cfforts of clansmen to confine their exchanges
within their own clan ;_of villagers within their
own village ; of citizens within their own state ;
of a nation within its gwn empire. ,Hence it
arises that the inhabitants of® one afstrict have
been afraid to enjdy the productiens of any other
district, and that they have been doomed by
their rulers to pine and die in occasional dearth,
and to quarrel with occasional superabundance
when they mighf have had plenty in the one case,
and an influx of new enjoyments in the ¢her.,
Hence have arisen some of,the mpost humbling
scenes of human vice which have disgraced, the
species,

The atrocious practice of wrecking was for-
merly pursued, not only,as a method of robbery,
but as-a means of impairing the commercial re-
sources of foreigners., There was connivance
at pilots who ran a tich vessel upon rocks; and
protection for the country people who gave their
exertions to destroy instead of to savg. Ifvthe
cargo went to the bottom, something was sup-
posed to be gained to the country, though those
who,looked upon the disaster were disappointed
of their plunder. Next came the ridiculous and
cruel practice of making aliens engaged in com-
meree answerable for the debts and offences of
each other; and as a kind of set-off against the
advantages which they were supposed to take

K
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from the people among whom they lived, they
~vere compelled t¢ pay much heavier duties than
natives for all arficles of import and export.

*» The necessity thus arose for commercial trea-
ties which should ensure the safety and proper
treatment of commercial agents when any two
powers agreed to exchinge good offices. Ed-
ward II. made‘an agreement with Venice that its
merchants and mariners shoul be permitted, for
ten'years, to dbme and go, and scll their mer-
chandise in security, without having either their
persons or goods stopped on account of other
people’s crimes or debts.  From the time of such
partial relaxation.—such narrow ©openings to a
foreigit trade,—the wants of the multitude of
each ¢ivilized »peopk: have forced one after ano-
ther of thebarriers raised by national jealousy,
while all yfarties remained under the influence of
the error that commerce is directly prodtictive,
and of course ‘an advantage to be denied to
enemies, cxcept when a very hard bargain can
be drivep with them. Perhaps the most curious
specimens in existence of attempts at mutual
overreaching, of laborious arrangement to se-
curé what must naturally happen, and of an
expensive and tyranpical apparatus for achieving
what is impossible, may be found in the com-
mefcial treaties from the infancy of comnterce
till now. The only idea which never seems to
have struck the negotiators is, that commerce is
valuable,—not because production takes place
in the mere exchange of commodities,—but be-
cause systematic exchange facilitates the most
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extensive division of labour and the closest
economy of capital,—advantages which'must ba
shared by both if experienced, by either of the
[ ] b . . .
eXchanging parties. On thie same principle thys
the shoemaker makes no hate, and the hatter no
shoes, and that both find an advantage in sup-’
plying each other, without any new product
arising from the meres act of ®exchynge, the
growers of tea and the makers of fardware re-
spectively profit %y supplying emch other ; and
they can afford to employ an intermediate class,
the merchants,—to cortluct their traffic, since
they can go on preparing their tea and grinding
their cutlery, gvule the process of exchange is
being transacted. The saving of capital is.
mutual also. It must be mwiual awd incalculable
as long as the rggions of the earth d#ffer in eheir
productions, yielding a superabundamce in one
place® of some necessary or comfart which is
rare in another. No sommerbial treaty bears
the ledst reference *to the obvious final purpose
of all commerce j;—that the greatest nurpber shall
obtain the largest amount of enjoyment at the
least cost. Such a recognition of tife, ultimate
principle would, indeed, be inconsistent witlfthe
very existence of commercjal treaties, except as
far as tlley relate to the personal protection of
tracers. But, while the qpeople of each couhtry
have shown the most decided inclination to ob-
tain more and more of what they cannot produce
at fome, the aim of governments, and generally
of merchants, has [been to sell as much as pos
sible to other nations; to take fronzx them as
; ; % &
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little as possible but money; and to get the
greatest possible juantity of that. In further-
ance of this view, money has been taken from
the people at large, and given to their merchants
to tempt them to go and sell at a loss, rather
‘than not get hold of forcign money ; and again,
money has been exacted from foreigners who
come to spll their goodw in our purts.  Nothing
is gained by this to the nation as the foreigners
must be repaid <hese duties as Well as the cost of
their articles; and it is clear to every observer
how much is lost to all the parties concerned. Yet
such is the false principle on which commercial
treaties have hitherto been foundrd, This child's-
play of universal circumvention is pursued less
vigorously thap it wrs; and some of the players
are fo'tirede of the wasteful and wearying sport
as to be resdy to give it up: but, owing to the
false belief that no one could yield without the rest,
the absurdity has endused Jonger than might
have been expected. “ '

It was not perceivéd, till lately, that it is a
good thing to any nation, as it would be to any
man, to get what it wants, even if it be com-
pellud to pay in money when it had rather pay
in goods : especially when it is certain, from the
ascertained self-balancing quality of money, that
it will soon flow in from some other quarter in
exchange for the goods wanted to be sold. When
so plain a truth as this is once experienced, it
cannot but spread ; and fewer examples will' be
Lienceforth seen of nations keeping themselves
poor, lest their neighbouring customers should
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growrich. How rapidly such truth rups, when
once sept off on its career, may be seen from the
fgllowing facts: it being korng in mind tlfat fta-
tions are educated by the experience of centf-
ries, as men are of years, .

In 1703, a commerzial treaty was concluded
between Great Britain ‘and Portugal, which was
for many years lauded b¥ the Bﬁtish as being in
the highest degreg favourable to the interests of
her manufacturing classes, at a®very slight’ ex-
pense.  Our woollens were then excluded from
Portugal.  Mr. Methden, who managed the
treaty, obtained a free sdmission for them, in
return for a edhcession which was considered a
mere nothing in comparison with the ad%antages
obtained. It was merely®promised thaj port-
wine should bes admitted into Greal Brit#n at
one-third less duty than French winds. As for
the woollens, their admission igto Pértugal duty-
free was a much ggeatef advantage to the Portu-
gussc than tous. They obtained cheap an arti-
cle which they veryemuch wanted, andewhich wé
were sure of sclling in one quarter or,another, if
we could produce it at such a cost as made its
production worth while. As for the wine,—the
Portuguese and the Britishe have both been suf-
fering ever since for the arbitrary. preference
givin to that of Portugfl over that of France.
Portugal has, and has always had, too little capi-
tal for the capabilities of the country and the
wants of the people. By the monopoly of the
British market being given to Portugal, too large
& proportion of its small capital has be;n devoted

K
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] .
to the growth of wine, and the whole country is
in a more backward state than it would have
been if its capital,had been allowed to find it{s
own channels. We, meanwhile, lost the French
market for our woollens, brought upon ourselves
Yetaliatory restrictions on pther articles, and were
compelled to drink inferidr wine at a greater cost
than if the tradé'had been left to fiself. France
grew more peitish ; we grew recentful, and raised
the duties againy and again, and again. Thou-
sands, who had been fond of French wines,
found that they could afford the indulgence no
longer, and took to port. Thousands more,
who had drunk port because they ¢auld not afford
Yreneh «vines, left off drinking wine at all. In
three years theaevenue from the wine-duties fell
off bs more'than 850,000/, white the naturally
wine-drinking population was increasing. The
richest of our citizens, to whom the price of ‘wine
is not a very imfortant -cons.ideration, lmq their
causé of complaint. Guernsey was all this time
receiving small quantities of, wine, and sending
out large quantitjes, A prosperous manufacture
of wines wis carried on tﬁere; and no gentleman
coullt tell Fow much sloe-juice, apple-juice, and
brandy he might be drinking under the name of
wine. There is no good reason why'a day-
labotrer should not drink French wines atehis
dinner instead of beer, if they are equally cheap;
and no one knows how cheap they might have
been by this time, if they had been allowed their
fair chance ; and the cheaper, and therefore the
more abundant, those wines, the larger must be
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the quantity of our goods taken by the French in
exchange, As it is, the Portuguese hayé profited
where we meant they should pot, and seffesed
where we mcant they sh'(;mlt.lP be permitted to
profit.  Our Government has suffered a diminu-
tion of revenue ; our rich men have drunk adul-
terated wines ; our middling classes have been
obliged to put®up with gear por®wine or none;
our working classes have been d&barred frog
having wine at 81, and have been shut out for
more than a hundred years from one of the largest
markets where their labour might have found
its recompense. .

Such are spme of the consequences of the
famous Methuen treaty, which was, for 3 gonsi-,
derable length of years, exgolled as a model of
commercial negotiation.  These conseqliences,
and others which followed similars blunders,
wroulht at length their natural effgct upon the
minds of those prinmarily interedted in the princi-
ples afhid methods d¥commercial policy. On the
8th of May, 1820, the following petition from
the merchants of LOndon was present®d to the
House of Commons. It was signed by all the
principal merchants of London ;—a cJass whose
opinions on this question could not but be respect-
fully regarded, if they had been announced with
lesw dignity and precision than we find in“this
memorable address. The time may and will
come when its propositions will be regarded as
a st of truisms scarcely worthy of announce-
ment under such circumstances of formality ; byt
it should in fairness be remembered in those days
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that it was drawn up at the very period when silk
and tobacco were keing simuggled into hundreds
of ereeks along oyr shores ; when bread and winqe
were taxed for purposes of unjust protection at
home, and wicked oppression abroad ; and when
‘eur houses and ships were being built of bad
wood at a higher cost th#n need have been paid
for the bast, in‘order tonfavour a‘colony which,
after all, would flourish niuch more through our
prosperity than*at our expense: No change of
times and convictions can impair the honour due
to those who concurred in the following peti-
tion :—

“To the Honourable the Commorfsy&e., the Peti-

tien &f the Merchants of the City of London.
+ Shewetb,

“ Fhat foreign commerce is eminently conducive
to the weadth and prosperity o!t1 a country, by
enabling it tp import the commodities for the pro-
duction of whiche the sotil, chmate, capital, and
industry of other countries arg'best caleulate], and
to export, in payment, those articles for whicl its
own situation 1s better adapted.

“ That freedom from restraint is calculated to give
the utmost’extension to foreign trade, and the best
direttion to. the capital and industry of the country.

“That the maxim of buying in the cheapest
market, and selling in" the dearest, which regulates
every merchant in his individual dealings, is strjctly
a&plicable, as the best rule for the trade of the
whole nation. ’

“ That a policy founded on these principles would
render the cdminerce of the world an interchange
of mutual advantages, and diffuse an increase of
wealth and -enjoyments among the inhabitants of
cach state.
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¢ That, unfortunately, a policy the very reverse of
this has been and is more or lesg adopted and acted
upon by the government of this and 5verx othér
country ; each trying to exchudesthe productions of
other countries, with the specious and well-meant
design of encouraging its own productions: thu
inflicting on the bulkg,of its subjects, who are
consumers, the necessityof submitting to privations
in the quantity br quality of conmWdities; and thus
rendering what ought to be the sour®e of mutual
benefit and of ha#mony among states, a constq,nt&
recurring occasion of jeglousy and hostility.

‘ That the prevaiing prejudices in favour of the
protective or restrictive system may be traced to the
crroneous supposition that every importation of
forcign commad®ies occasions a diminution or dis-
couragement of our own productions to the,same,
extent ; whereas it tay beg clearly shown, that,
although the particular description of prdtlyetion
which could not §tand against unrestrajned foreign
compsetition would be discouraged, yet, as no impor-
tation could be continued for apy ldhgth of time
without a correspongling®exportation, direct or in-
direct, there would Be an encouragement for the
purpose of that expgrtation, of some othgr produc-
tion to which our situation might be better suited ;
thus affording at least an equal, andeprobably a
greater, and certainly a more beneficial, employment
to our own capital and labour. ¢

“ That of tlie numerous protective and prohibitory
duties of our commercial code, it may be pgoved
that] while all operate as®a very heavy tax on the
community at large, very few are of any ultimate
benefit to the classes in whose favour they were
oriéinally instituted, and none to the extent of the
loss occasioned Ly them to other classes.

“That among the other evils of the restrictive or
Pprotective systein, not the least is that the artificial
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protection of one branch of industry or source of
productioh ;against foreign competition, is set up as
a grognd of claim by other branches for'similar
protection ; so the, iff the reasoning upon whic¢h
thése restrictive or probibitory regulations are
founded were followed out consistently, it would not
stop short of excluding us fwom all foreign comnmerce
whatsoever. And the sgine train of argument,
which, with.correbpondingeprohibitiohs and protective
dnties, shoulli exclude us from fereign trade, might
be Wrought forward to justify tht re-enactmnent of
restrictions upon the interchange of productions
(unconnected with publje revenue) among the
kingdoms composing the wunion, or among the
counties of the same kingdom.

“That an investigation of théeeffects of the
westrietite system at this time is peculiarly called
for, as it may, in, the oyinion of your petitioners, lead
to a rtrong presumption that the distress which now
so generally prevails is considerably aggravated by
that system ;, and that some relief may be obtained
by the earliest pmcticable removal of such of the
restraints as may be shown to%he most injuous to
the capital and industry of tle community, and to
be attended with no compensating benefit to the
public revenue. -

“ That a'declaration against the anti-commercial
printiples of our restrictive system is of the more
importance at the present juncture ; inasmuch as,
in several instances® of recent occurrence, the
merehants and manufagturers of forcign coungries
have assailed their respective governments with
applications for further protective or prohibitory
duties and regulations, urging the example pnd
authority of this -country, against which tgey are
almost exclusively directed, as a sanction for the
policy” of such measures, And certainly, if the
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reasoning upon which our restrictlons have been
defended is worth anything, it will applyein behalf
of thesregulations of foreign® states Against .
They insist on our supegiorgy in capitfl &nd
machinery, as we do upon their comparative exenaf+
tion {rom taxation ; and with equal foundation.

“That nothing would tend more to counteract
the commereial hostility*f foreign States, than the
adoption of aemore erﬂéghtene(h and more con-
ciliatory policy on the part of this coumtry.

“ That althougl, as a matter ofymere diplomac¥y
it may sometimes answer to hold the removal of
particular prohibitions, oz hugh duties, as depending
upon corrcspondmg concbssions by other states in
our favour, 1t does not foJow that we should con-
tmue our restjietions in cases where the desired
concessions on their part cannot be obtaingl., Oux
restrictions would not be thgless PE“j udicial to our
own capital and industry, because ofher gquern-
ments persisted i preserving impolitic xsgula 10ns.

“That, upon the whole, the most liberal would
prove to be the most politic cougse oh_ such occa-
sions. .

““That, independéitt of the direct benefit Yo be
derived hy this country on every occasion of such
concession or relaxation, a great inciderltal object
would be gained, by the recognition of a sound
principle or standard, to which all subséquens ar-
rangements might be teferred ; and by the salutary
influencg whi¢h a promulgation of such just views,
by the legislature and by the nation at large, gould
not Yail to have on the polfey of other states.

“That in thus declaring, as your petitioners do,
their conviction of the impolicy and injustice of the
resfrictive system, and in desiring every practicable
relaxation of it, they have in view only such parts of
itas are not connected, or are only subordinately so,
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with the public'revenue. As long as the necessity
for the present amount of revenue subsists, your
Petitioners‘cannot expect so important a branch of 1t
as 'the” customs to e given up, nor to be materially
diminished, unless some substitute less objectionable
be suggested. But it is against every restrictive
tegulation of trade, not egsential to the revenue,
against all duties merely-protective from foreign
competition, andf..gainst $he excess of such duties
as are partly<or the purpose of revenue, and partly
Tur that of protecgion, that the prayer of the present
petition is respectfully submitted to the wisdom of
parliament,.
“May it therefore, &c.’

In order to see lhow extenbively and how
effectuatly governments have interfered to
pervert the natural distribution of the gifts of
Providence,"it would be necessary to review

. almost the whole list of spontaneous and artificial
productions ; for there are few or none Whose
spread has not been arvitrayily stopped jn one
direction” or another. What Great Britain
alone,—the most enlightened of commercial
countries,—has done in damming up the streams
of human &njoyment, is fearful to think of, In

 the Vineyards of France and Portugal, the grapes
have been trodden to waste, and the vinedressers’
children have gone half clothed, because wines
were not permitted to bt brought in, and cotions
and woollens were thereby forbidden to- be
carried out, at their natural cost. During the
long series of years that good tea has been a too
cestly drink for many thousands of our popula-
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tion, they would have been glad of the refresh-
ment of chocolate, in some ofs its varipus prepa-
rations,*if Spain had been Pem}ittcd to serd it to
u$ from her colonies as 'cheap as Spain was
willing to afford it. But the article has been
loaded with a duty amounting to from 100 to
230 percent. ; so that few but therich could ever
taste it; and®they hage beeM swallowing a’
curious compound, of the nut, flour? and Castilge
soap.@ The silkorms of Itady would have
wrought as busily for England as for France, if
Ingland bad not beensejcalous of France, and
thereby injured her own panufacture.  England
1s wiser now, jend new myriads of worms are
hanging their golden balls on the mulberay trees,
while the neighbouring peasantyy, are enjoying
the use of our hardware, und looms are kept ®usy
in Spitalfields. “Time was when the northern
natiors welcomed our manufactures an return for
their timber and irony of prime qdality : but now,
the ghijy and house-bwilders must pay highet for
worse wood from Canada; and we l.mve laid
exorbitant duties on foreign iron, in order to
encourage mining at home. The good people of
Sweden and Norway, having nothing to ofier us
but timber and iron, myst do  without our
manufacteres; and thus are willing nations
preveated from helping oree another.  Whatéver
may be thought of the indulgence of opium in
this country, no one objects to its being used by
the Blindoo and the Chinese as a stimulus ap-
Propriate to the climate in which they dwell. Ife
we had allowed things to take their natural
25 L
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course, Persian husbandmen would have tended
their vast poppr-fields, season by season,
guerding the delicate plant from the injuries of
ingects, and shefteriig it from unfavourable
winds, while the Chinese and the Hindoos would
have been busy preparing commodities to
exchange with the Persizn, and all would have
‘been made rick'enougk by their+traffic to keep
Hritish metthant-ships contipually going and
coming to supply their wants.® But ouandia
Company has chosen to force and monopolize
the culture of opium.. It has beggared and
enslaved many thousands of reluctant cultivators ;
narrowed the demand ; lessened its own revenue,
Jyear by year, and just lived to see China freely
supplied with,, Turkey opium by American
traders. Thousands of our lowly brethren in
Hindostanr and Ceylon have dropped unnoticed
out of life bzcause they have not been pernitted
to touch the crigped salt,bengath their feet, or to
pluck the spices which peffume the afr ghey
breathe. Millions more have sunk at the ap-
proach of famine, because no labour of theirs was
permitted to provide them with what might be ex-
changed for food from some neighbouring coast.

It is difficult to say whether we have injured
China or Great Britain the most by our extra-
ordinary fancy of sending functionaries invested
at once with political and commercial power into
a country where commerce is held by far too
degrading an employment to be associated with
spolitical functions. This blunder was made by
our monopolists, who were, but lately, keeping
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up a splendid establishment of important per-
sonages, who were regarded oby the {‘hinese gs
being Just above the rank of vagabonde ;—eno
ore respectable, in their possession of incorpes
graduating from 4000/. to 18,000!. a-year, than
the American free-traders who turn their back8
on the Hong merchat".ts. and go into the open
market, offerthg their §urs wiﬁ one, hand, and
recejging teas and nankeens wit the otheg
cle& stealing® the trade of the Dritish mrean-
time with both. What wealth and comfort un-
told might the two vas® empires of Britain and
China have poured into gne another by this time,
if their origipal jealousies” had not been per-
petuated by Englsh mismanagements o The
Dutch and the Americangphavg both smuggled
large quantitics, of tea into England, whee the
twelve supercargoes at Canton have Iseen talking
politles or yawning within the walls of their
Factory! Truly gyd the Cele®tial Emperor say
to.out representatfves, “ Your good fortune has
been small! Youarrived at the gates of the
imperial house, and were unable to Iift,your eyes
to the face of heaven.” The day of éxgclusion is,
however, over. It may be long before we can
overcome the contempt of the nation, and make
them forget that some of our politicians were
traders : but we have the’interests of the Chinese
in our favour. They will import according to
their needs ; move of our weavers and cutlers will
haVe money to buy tea with, and they will get
more tea for their money; and no one can tell
what new classes of productions may become
L2
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common when the messengers of these iwo
ighty empires shall go to and fro, and know-
ledge ohall be incgeased. '

~Such are a few of the specimens which miglit
be adduced of the mischiefs wrought in one
hemisphere by interference with commerce.
¢ To all things there com.éth an cnd;” to all un-
fust and feolishfthings, nt least. * We are now
jp.posscssimf’ of so ample a steck of expegience,
thatthe day cannot be far off vwhen all cigms
duties shall be rcpealed but those which are ne-
cessary for the purposes of revenue. There will,
be some half-objectors lpft; some importers who
will admit the impolicy of pretections of all
articles +but the one in which they happen to
dcal.  Mr. Huskissok-was pathetically appealed
io tor protest green glass bottles; and a last
struggle may be tried with another minister in
favour of liquorice or coral beads; but an” im-
mense majority Of every civilised people are
verging towards a mutual agrbement to giVe,oin
order that to each may be given ¢ full measure,
pressed dewn, and shaken together, and running
over.,” Suth is the plenty in which God showers
his gifts among us; and such is the measure in
which he would have us yield each to the other.

Thz countries of the wqrld differ in their facilities
for producing the comforts and luxuries of life.

The inhabitants of the world agree in wanting or
desiring all the comforts and luxuries which the
world produces.

«These wants and desires can be in no degree
gratified but by means of mutual exchanges, They
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can be fully satisfied only by means of absolutely
universal and free exchanges.

By #niversal and free exchange,—that isgby gach
person bemg permtted to @chfnge what he wapts
least for what he wants most,—an absolutely Per-
feet system of economy of resources is established ;
the whole world being jneluded in the arrangement.

The present want of agreergent in the whole
world to :ulopf this systam does Wot_imvalhdate ifs
priggigle when applied to a single nfhon. Tt Rygt
ev* the intef®st of a nation toeexchange what it
wants little at home for what 1t wants more from
abroad. If denied whd} 1t wants most, it will be
wise to take what is next best; and so on, as long
as anything is left which%s produced better abroad
than at home.»

In the above case, the blame of the depwivation
rests with the prohibiting pewer j» but the guffering
affects both thg trading nations,—she ones being
prevented getting what it wants mosé,—the other
being prevented ;l)artmg with what i, wants least.

As the general intercst of eaeh nation requires
that there should bé .perfect liberty in the exchange
of commodities, any Testriction on such fiberty, for
the sake of benefitiag any particular clags or classcs,
1s a sacrifice of a larger interest to a smaller,—that
1s a sin in government.

This sin is committed when,—

First,—Any protection is granted powerful
enough to tempt to'evasion, producing dis-
loyalty, fraud, andgealousy : when,

Secondly,—Capital is unproductively consumed
in the maintenance of an apparatus of re-
striction : when,

Thirdly,—Capital is unproductively bestowed
in enabling those who produce at home deaser
than foreigners to sell abroad as cheap as

L3
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foreigners,—that is, in bounties on cxporta-
tion § and when,

WF oulthfy,—-bapltal is diverted from its natural
course to be tmyfoyed in produemg at home
that which is expensive and inferior, instcad
of in preparing that which will purchase the
same article cheap pnd superior abroad,—
that is, en restrictions are imposed on
1mp0\tat10{\ "

-8t thouglt the general interest is sacrificgdy no

partieular interext is permanenfly benefi by

speeial protections : since

Restrictive regulations it favour of the few are
violated, when such violation 15 the interest of the
many; and ‘

Every diminution of the consum®r’s fund causes
a loss of ¢ustom to the producer. Again,

The absence of cometition and deprivation of
custor: combine to make his article inferior and
dear; whiclvinferiority and dearness cause his tradc
still farther to,deeline.

Such are the evdls which attend the provectmn of

a class of producers who carfnot ¢ompete with fer eign
plodu('ers of the same article.

If home,producers can compete with foreign pro-
ducers, theiy need no protection, as, ceterts parzbm,
buying at Mandis preferable to buying at a dis-
tance.

Free competition cannot fail to benefit all
parties =

Corsumers, by securing the greatest practxcable
improvement and cheapness of the article ;

roducers, by the consequent perpetual extension

of demand ;—and

Society at large, by determining capital to ‘its
natural channels,
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Colonics arc’advantageous to the mother-country
as affording places of scttlemeyt for her tmigratipg
membérs, and opening markets where her mgrebants
will always have the prefefence over those of otjer
countries, from identity of language and usages.

Colomes arc not advantageous to the motheg-
country as the basis of g peculiar trade.

The term colony t}ade ™' inyolves the idea of
monopoly ; siffee, in a free tra<le,‘11 colany bears tht
samgy relation asgany other party 8 the mot’
co : -

Lé%l monopoly 1s disadvantageous to the mother-.
country, whether possegged by the government, as
a trading party, by an cxclusive company, or by all
the merchants of the mother-country.

It 1s disadvafltageous as impairing the resources
of the dependency, which are a part of theercsources
of the empire, and the vgey madqrial of the tradee
which is the objcet of desire.

If a colony is forbidden to buy of anys but the mo-
theracountry, it must do without somg articles which'
it desires, or pay dear for them ;-e-1t loses the oppor-
tunity of an advawtagebus exchange, or makes a
disadvantageous on® Thus the resowrtes of the
colony are wasted.

If a colony is forbidden to sell its ownyproduce to
any but the mother-country, cither th& ,prohibition
is not needed, or the colony receives lesgin exchange
from the mother-country than it might obtain else-*
where. « Thus, again, the Yesources of the colony
are wasted. :

It a colony is forbidden either to buy of or sell to
any but the mother-country, the resources of the
colony are wasted according to both the above me-
thods, and the colony is condemned to remain a
poor customer and an expensive dependency.

In proportion, thercfore, as trade with colonics is
distinguished from trade with other places, by re-



116 MORAL OF MANY "FABLFESR,

strictions on buyers at home, or on sellers in the
colonies, thot trade dinvolving the apparatus of re-
strictior) becomes an occasion of loss insteadrof gain
to.the empire.

« If restrictive interference be impolitic,—op-
pressive,—impious, betweén cmpire and empire,
it becomes absoluiely mopstrous when introduced
among the dhLfereni classes of the same country.
‘he. magistrates, of a grazing €ounty w do
ill to prohibit intercourse with the manufacttring,
and agricultural, and méning districts around ;
but much more oppressive and fatal would be
the policy of a city corporatiog which should
make the resources of the city depend on the
will of the corn-dealgrs which it contained.—
Such s been the policy of the rulers of Britain ;
and side byside with this restriction of the supply
of food,—this abuse of capital,—may be placed
the curious pervevsion of, labour which is caused,
not only by the forcing of agticulture at tife gx-
pense of manufactures, but by the existence of
exclusive Yand injurious privileges to trading
corporations, of certain ancient laws respecting
apprenticeship, and of the iniquitous practice of
the impressment of seamen.

The system of restricting the supply ‘of food
woultl exhibit as manyssins under the head of
Production as of Distribution. To make an
ever-increasing population depend on graduat-
ing soils for its support, is at once to enact that
either a certain number shall die outright of
hunger, or that a much larger number shall be
half-fed ; and that, in either case, waste of capi-
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tal must be made in proportion to the inferiority
of our newly-cultivated soils ompareq With thqse
which ‘might yield us their produce from abread.
From this waste arises afother and equally de-
structive species of waste in the preparation of
our manufactured articles. Wages are highér
than they need be to%urchase the same neces-
saries ; theref®re our ganufacfred grticles are
higher priced thap they need be ; fherefore thgy
haveliiot a fair ®hance in foreign markets ;eand
thercfore our ill-fed manufacturing population is
wronged. Such are sdme of the evils of a re-
stricted trade in corn, copsidered under the head
of Production;e As for the distribution of this
prime necessary of life,—the circumstange of its,
being loaded with an artifigial cgst suggests the
deplorable scenes and’ narratives of sifiering
which may be verified in every streets of all our
citie® No arrangement can be anore utterly
unprincipled than that hy whicl a necessary of
life, of which the Yighest can scarcely «onsume
more than the poorest, is made needlessly ex-
pensive. We may"linger in vain to figd a com-
parison to illustrate the iniquity, It #s,the worst
possible instance of legislative injystice; and
when it is considered that this injustice is perpe-
trated for the benefit of a particular class, which
clasy is brought by it to%he verge of ruin,”and
that the injury spreads to every other class in
turn, it will be seen that no words can describe
its folly.  Add to this our provisions for diverting
labour from jts natural channels, and for making
It stagnate in one spot, and it will appear as if
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we had yet to learn the rights of labour and the
uses of capital, or as if we openly defied the one,
and akused the other. It is not so, héwever.
Tie folly came before ‘the iniquity ; and, in case’
of false legislation, the folly, originating in
fgnorance, must be long perceived and pointed
out,—i.e. must become ihiquity,—before it can
be remedied. = BUt the remedy is'' secured from
ls momeat ‘that the denunciation goes abroad.
We have passef through the iffecessary stiges,
and the issue is at hand. Our grandfathers
legislated about corn on dalse principles, through
ignorance; our fatherg clung to these false
£rinciples in a less innocent statecaf doubt. We
have perpetuated them wickedly, knowing their
. disastrous results; aod a voice is going up
through' all the land which wil| almost imme-
diately confpel their relinquishment.

Very littlescan be done to improve the cbndi-
tion of the pedple till the Corn Laws are
repealed.- All practicables "retrenchments, +all
otdinary reduction of taxatiop, all reforms in the
organization of Church and State, important as
they are,, fre frifles compared with this, The

, only measute of equal consequence is the reduc-
tion of the Debt; and this ought tn accompany
or immediately precede the establishmént of a
free trade in corn. Dly and night, from week
to week, from month to month, the nation should
petition for a free trade in corn, urging how
landlords, when freed from fluctuation of their’re-
venues, will be able to bear their fair proportion of
the national burdens ; how the farmer, no longer
tempted to a wasteful application of capital, will
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cease the so-called ungrateful clamour with which
he repays legislative protection;. how the
manuficturing class will prosper and will
thultiply our resources whén tEey arc allowed_the
benefits of the free competition in which their
Ingenuity qualifies them to hold a distinguishéd
place; and how our %abourers will be, by one
comprehensive act, raisgd, ever®e mangof them, &
grade higher thap any laborious, fhrtial legiugay
tion can raise a@®y one of their elasses. An act
which must, at once, prevent the waste of capital
and the misapplicati(ﬁq of labour, unclog the
system of manufactureg and commerce, and
obviate the main distresses of our agriculturists,
must do more for the improvementeof oux
revenue, and the union oug pation than all,
less comprehensive measures put tegethere To
untax the prime necessary of life is # provide at,
once*a prospective remedy for all the worst evils
of our social arrangements. This will scarcely
beddisputed by thofe who admit the principles of
the following summary. It is important that
such results of these principles shouldbe traced
out and made familiar to the mind, asi} is certain
;lhat the days of free trading in corn are at
and.

As exchan%eable valuesis ultimately deterfhined
by the cost of production, and as there is an inces-
sant tendency to an increase in the cost of produc-
ing food, (inferior soils being taken into cultivation
as population increases,) there is a perpetuul ten-
dency in the exchangeable value of food to rite,
however this tendency mdy be temporarily checked
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by accidents of seasons, and by improvements in
agriculturdl arts.

As wages rise (without advantage to the lakourer)
in consequence of & ris¢ in the value of food, capie
taﬁs'gs must erther sell their productions dearer than
ig necessary where food is cheaper, or submit to a
diminution of their profits.

Under the first alternatiﬁe, the capitalist is in-
dapacitated Jfor cefnpetition with thd capitalists of
gowntries whef® food 1s cheaper: yinder the sccond,
the eapital of the.~ountry tends, tkrough perpetual
diminution, to extinction.

Such is the case of a thigikly-peopled country de-
pending for food wholly on 1ts own resources.

There are many countries in the world where
these tendencics have not yet showr themsclyes;
where otlrare 18 so much fertile land, that the cost
of producing food floes wot yet increase ; and where
corn sperabounds, or wouid do so, if there wasin-
ducement toygrow it. !

Such inducgment exists in the liberty to exchenge
the corn with which a thinly-peopled country may
aboung, for the productions in which it is defipient,
and with ‘which a populous cfuntry may abowl.
‘While, by this exchange, the first country obtains
more corngn return for its other productions, and
the second, miore of other productions in return for
its corn, than could be extracted at home, both arc
benefited. The capital of the'thickly-peopled coun-
try will perpetually grow ; the thinly-peopled coun-
try will become populous,; and the only necessary
limit of the prosperity of all will be the limit to the
fertility of the world.

But the waste of capital caused by raising corn
dear and in limited quantities at home, when it
might be purchased cheap and in unlimited quan-
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titics abroad, is not the only evil attending a re-
striction of any country to its owp resourcds of food ;
a further waste of capital and infliction of hgrds,lnp
age occasioned by other coiseqacnces of such re-
striction.

As the demand for bread varies little within anyg
one scason, or few seasons, while the supply.is per-
petually varymng, the ei'changcablo'value of corn
{luctuates mordthan thag of anferticlg whose re-
turn to the cost of production is'more®ealculable.q,

Its necessity te existence causas a panic to arise
on the smallest deficiency of supply, enhancing its
price in undue proportions and as the demand can-
not materially mercase on the immediate occasion
of a surplus, and as corn 13 a perishable article, the
priee falls in agfundue proportion.

These excessive fluctuations, alternatelysvasting
the resources of the consugaers agq the producers
of corn, are avoided wher@‘%em is liperty®te the
one class to buy abroad in deficient seaspns, and to
the ofher to scll abroad in times of,superabund-
ance. >

1t is,not enough that sptch purchase and salg are
permitted by special legisiation when occasidn arises,
as there can be no gertainty of obtaining a sufhi-
cient supply, on reasonable terms, in anpswer to a
capricious and urgent demand. 4

ermanently importing countries are thus more
regularly and cheaply - supplied than those which
occasionally ithport and occasionally export; but
these last are, it their cory-exchanges be left éree,
immeasurably more prosperous than one which is
placed at the mercy of man and circumstance by
a system of alternate restriction and freedom.

a regular importation of corn, the proper
check is provided against capital being wasted ony
inferior soils ; and this capital is directed towards

M
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manufactures, which bring in a larger return of
food front abroad than could have been yielded by
those ;nfex‘n)r soils. Labour is at the same time
directed into the most profitable channels. Agy
degree of restriction on this natural direction of
Jabour and capital is ultimately injurious to every
class of the community,—to land-owners, farming
and manufacturing capitalfsts, and labourers.

Labourers sufler by whatever tiakes the prime
,prcessary of ufe dear and uncertain in its supply,
‘and by whatever.impairs the resomrces of their em-
ployers.

Manufacturing capitalists suffer by whatever
tends needlessly to check the reciprocal growth of
capital and population, to raise wages, and dlmblc
them for competition abroad. tr,

< Faym‘ng capitalists suffer by whatever exposes
their fortunes to unnecgssary vicissitude, and tempts
them to an application oftapital which can be ren-
dered profitable only by the wainwenance of a sys-
tem which injures their customers.

Landowners sviter by whatever renders thell‘ re-
venues fluctuating, and $mpairs the prosperity of
their tentnts, and of the sockety at large on which
the securjty of their property depends.

As it i= the interest of all classes that the supply
of food should be regular and cheap, and as regu-
larity and cheapness are best secured by a free trade
in corn, it is the interest of all classes that there
should be a free trade in corn:

N S

The duty of government being tb render sécure
the property of its subjects, and their industry heing
their most undeniable property, all interference of
government with the direction’ and the rewards of
industry is a violation of its duty towards its sub-
Jjects,
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Such interference takes place when some are
countenanced by legislation inﬁngrossip'g labouygs
and rewards which would otherwise be open,to all ;
as in the case of privileged tradmg corporations ;5

‘When arbitrary means of preparation are dic-
tated as a condition of the exercise of industry, and
the enjoyment of its frlzits,—as in the cases of the
apprenticeship law ;— R

When labouters are mmpelleﬁ' to_as species of
labour which they, would ot have ¢hosen,—asem,
the case of the in#pressment of seaenen. ,

The same duty—of securing the free exercise of
industry—requires that “gompanies should be pri-"
vileged to carry on works of public utility which are
not within the reach of imdividual enterprise,—as
in ‘the casc ob%Yoads, canals, bridges, &ec.; and
also,

That the fruits of rare ipgenuity and enferprise
should be secured to the“mdividual,—saccorditg to
the design of our” patent law.

In ¢he first-mentioned instances of ,interference,
the three great evils arise of

The restraint of fair dompetition in some cases ;

The arbitrary indbease of competition®in other
cases ;

The obstruction of the circulation of lpbour and
capital from employment to erhployment,
and from place ta place.

In the last-mentioned instances of protection,
none of these evils take placé,

The general principles of Exchange ate so few
and obvious that there would be little need to
enlirge upon them but for their perpetual
violation. To leave all men free to seek the
gratification of their wants seems a simple rule

M 2
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enough ; and "universal experience has shown,
npt only that wants freely expressed are sure to
be <supplied, generally to the advantage of both
puttics, but that e°vcr)'r interference of authority,
whether to check or stimulate the want,—to
éncourage or discourage the supply, proves an
aggression on the rights of industry, and an
eventual jujurpto al}’ concersed. All that
grvernments*have to “do with ,the exchanges of
nativns, as of “individuals, is %o protect their
natural freedom; and, if a system of indirect
taxation be the one adopted, to sclect thosc
commodities for duty yhich are not necessary
enough to subject the lowest class to this species
of tax, while they are desirable enough to induce
others to pay the additional cost. It may be a
question whether this nitihod of raising revenue
be wise: ‘there can be no Qquestion that a
government rdirectly violates its duty wlten it
grants privileges” (real og supposed) to one class
above another. "

But, it js said, governments have always shown
more or fess of this partialify. May it be con-
fidently anticipated that they will ever cease to
transgress,the legitimate hounds of their power ?

Yes; very confidently, ~ Such transgression is
a feudal barbarism. The feudal system has died
out ‘in theory ; and %t is impossible that its
practical barbarism should long remain. The
progress of freedom has been continuous and
accountable, and its consummation is clearly a
mdtter of confident prophecy. Sovereigns,
grand and preuty, individual or consisting of a
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small number compacted into a goyernment,
have first exercised absolute power over the lives,
properfies and hberties qf their subjec®: ‘this
despotic grasp has been gradually relaxed,s till
life, property, and liberty have been made tp
depend on law, and not on arbitrary will.,, Next,
the law has been imprdyed, from being the ageng
of such arbitrdry will, t@ beingthe gxpression of
a more extended and abstract will. From i
stage of improYement the pr8gress has been
regular. The provincg of rule has been nar.
rowed, and that of Mw has been enlarged.
Whatever may have been,—whatever wmay still
bexr—the faults®n the methods of making the law,
the absurdities of the law in some of its*parts;
and its inadequajeness 8 a wwhole iy cvery*
civilized country, the process of enldrgemeflt has
still gone on, some unjust usurpation being
aboliShed, some sore oppressiqn rémoved from
time fo time, aflogding a clear prospect of a
pcrioci when every Matural and social rtght shall
be released from, the gripe of irresponsible
authority. No king now strikes off heads at any
moment when the fancy may seize him. No
kings’ councillors now}L%nder their neighbours to
carry on their wars or their sports, or are paid
for “their services by Jgifts of patents, and
moropolies. *No parliaments now make laws
according to the royal pleasure, without con-
sulting the people; and, if they are slow to re-
peal some oppressive old laws with which the
people are disgusted, it is certain that such lawk
could not at this day be proposed. What can
n3
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be more eloquent than this language of cvents?
What more prophetic than this progression?
Wlhile<he agents by which the advance has been
athieved are nxultlphe(i and strengthencd,—white
its final purposes are more clearly revealed, day
by day,what other expectation can be entcrtdmcd
than that it will advance ihore and more rapidly,
till the meanes rights, of industry shall be at
Jength freed from the Jast aggressions of power ?
Then the humbiest labourer rfay buy his loaf
and sell his labour in what corner of the earth he
pleases. Then lt.yslato?s will no more dream of
dictating what wine shall be drunk, and what
fabrics shall be worn, and through what medium
God’s free gifts must be sought, than they now
dream ,of branding aaman’s Tace on account of
his t’ncology They win” perceive that the office
of dispensig the bounty of nafure is not theirs
but God’s ; and 111at the agents he has app8inted
are neither king$, parhamentts, nor custom-house
officers, « but those evet-ggdwing desires with
which he has vivified the souls of the haughtiest
and the lowliest of his children.
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PART IV.

ConsumpTION is of tw@ kinds—productive and uy
productive. - R

The object of $he one i% the restération, witleir
crease, in sowe ®ow form, of that ®lich 1s conswmed.
The object of the other is the enjoyment of somet
geod through the sacfifice of that which is con®
sumed.

That which is consum®d productively is capital,
re-appearing #0r future use. That wlich is con-
sumed unproductively ceases to be capitdlfor any
thing else : it 18 wholly los»

Such loss 1s (lesirablé'; or the contrary, in fropor-
tion as the happmess resulting fromsthe saerifice,
exeeeds or falls short of the happiness belonging to
the continued posscssion of thecousumable com-
modity. :

The total of what®s produced is called the gross
produce. N

That which remains, after 1'eplacing¢he capital
consumed, is called the net produce. B

While a man prodwges only that which he him-
sclf consumes, therc is cmand and supply.

If a man produces moré of one thing than he
consumes, it is for the sake of obtaining something
which another man produces, over and above what
he consumes. )

oJFach brings the two requisites *of a demand,—
Viz., the wish for a supply, and a commodity where-
with to obtain 1t. .

This commodity, which is the instrument of
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demand, is, at the same time, the instrument of
supply. N

I‘hough fne respeetive commodities of wo two
producers may hecexattly suitable to thewr res
spediive wishes, or equivalent in amount, yet, as
eyery man's instrument of demand and supply is
identical, the aggregate demand of society must
be precisely equal to its supply.

" In other wordss i genergl glut is ifnpossible.

., A partial glut is an évil which induces its own
remedy ; and the more quickly theegreater the evil ;
since, the aggregate demand and supply being
tilways fequal, a superabundance of one commodity
testifies to the deficiency of another; and, all ex-
changers being anxious (o exchange the deficient
article for that which is superabundfnt, the prodic-
tion of tie former will be quickened, and that of
.the latter slackeped. «

A naw creation of capitii, employed in the pro-
duction of the deficient commaodity, may thus re-
medy a glut. , “

A new creationeof capital is always a benefit to
society, by constituting a flew demand.

It follows that an unprodu€tive consumption-of
capital is an injury to society, by contracting the
demand. Jn other words, an expenditure which
avoidably exceeds the revenue is a social crime.

All interfprence which pexnlexes the calculations
of producers,-and thus cxuses the danger of a glut,
s also a social crime. *

[ p—

It is necessary to the security and advancement
of a community that there should be an expendi-
ture of a portion of its wealth for purposes of de-
fenge, of public order, and of social improvement.

‘As public expenditure, though necessary, is un-
productive, it must be limited ; and as the means
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of such expenditnre are furnished Dy tlie people for
defined objects, 1ts it s e:m*y ascertained.

Thaw expenditure alone which 1s necdssary tade-
fence, public order, and sodal maprovement, is jys-
tifiable, .

Such a direction of the public expenditure cap
be sceured only by the public functionagies who
expend being made fulfy responsible to the party !
whose behalf they expeng. '

For want of thig responstbility, th@®public expan-,
diture of an eaMy age—determimed to pagecantry,
war, and favouritism—was cxeessive, and perpe-
trated by the few in deffgnce of the many.

For want of a duc degree of this responsibility,
the public expenditure of an after age— deternimed
10 tuaury, war,»nd patronage— was’ excessive, and
perpetrated by the few in fear of the mane, by de-
ceiving and defrauding thena,

For want of a due de€free of this nesponsbility,
the public experlditure of the present sage—deter-
minesl chietly to the sustaining of bugdens imposed
by a preceding age—perpetuatas many abuses ;
and though much agehgrated by the less ungqual
distribution of powerPthe public expendifure is yet
as far from being regulated to the pweatgst advan-
tage of the many, as the many are froig exacting
due responsibility and service from the few.

When this service sgnd responsibilify shall be
duly exacted, there wilt t

Necessary ‘offices only, Whose duties will be
clearly defined, fully accqunted for, and hberally
rewdrded ;— °

Little patronage, and that little at the disposal of
the people ;—

0 pomp, at the expense of those who canjbarely
obtain support ;—Dbut
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Liberal provisions for the advancement of na-
tional industry and jntelligence.
<

LI the above principles be true, a comparisan
of them with our experience will yield very ani-
mating conclusions, Consumption—that is, hu-
man etjoyment—is the end to which all the
foregoing proceszes are+directed. Demand is
the index of {.uman enjdyment. Every increase
“of capital creatgs a new denignd.  Capital is
perpetually on the increase. To sum up the
‘whole, human enjoymegt is perpetually on the
increase. The single exception to this happy
conclusion is where, as‘in Irelang, the growtly of
capital is overmatched by the incréase of popula-
tion. But cven in Ireland (the worst case which
could.bu selgetéd) the'ewl. is so partial as to allow
the good tq spread. Though tos large a portion
of the demanpd comes in the form of a clamour
for daily food, there is a new and spreading de-
mand for a multitude of x'vrtigb:s of less neazssity.
Portions of the population are rising to a region
of highersand wider desires!{ and if this partial
elevation ‘has taken place under a most vicious
political system, there neefl be no question that
a more rapid improvez.ent will grow up under
that wiser and milder‘government which.the civi-
lized world will take eare that Ireland shall at
length enjoy. There is something so delightful
in the review of the multiplication of comforts
and enjoyments, that it is difficult to turn away
f}-on it at any time ; and never is it more difficult
than when establishing the moral of Lopefulness.



MORAL OF MANY FABLES. 131

But T have dwelt largely on this"happy truth in
my story of “ Briery Creek;)’ and probably po
day passes in which my readers do not leam or
say something about the w8nddful improvemngnts
in art, the variety of new conveniences, and-the
spread downwards of luxuries to which the
wealthy were formerly<believed to have aft exclu-
sive title.  Great as is’till the@yumbgr of those
who are scorched by (iot]’s vivifythg sun, awd
chilled by his festilizing rain, fos want of shelter
and clothing, the extension of enjoyment has
kept its proportion (beilg both cause and effect)
to the improvement of the subordinate processes.
Wigh every ingrease of productiom, with every
improvement of distribution, with every extension
of exchange, consumption Jhas kept pace. The
only checks it has everreceived have ariSem out
of those legislafive sins which have wrought, or
mustework, their own destruction.

As for that species of, consurMption which has
beep aways regard®d with the least complacency,
—the too long unprofitable consuggption of go-
vernment,—nothing can be more chee;ring than
to mark the changes in its character, from an
early period of our emgpire till now. [NViewed by
itself, our govermmentiexwgnditurc i8 a mournful
spectacle enough; but the® heaviest of the bur-
dens, we now Qear were infhosed vy a former age ;
and our experience of their weight is a sufficient
security against such being ever imposed again.
Weare no longer plundered by force or fraud,
and denijed the redress of a parliament; we ®ure
no longer hurried into wars, and seduced to tax

»
x
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our children’s ‘children for their support. The
sin is now that of gmssion, and not of perpetra-
tion. We'do not shake off old burdens, er pro-
vide for public order dnd social improvement as
we should ; but we do mnot neglect the one and
despise the other, as was done in days of old;
and wHat is left undonec «there is a spreading
tnovement fo effpet.  The only irwxclaimable hu-
mgn decree,4-that of ar enlmhtcned multitude,
——hds gone foyth agamst the. abuses of the
Clurch and the Law. The Army will follow ;
‘and there is reason to hagie that a force is being
already nourished which may grapple with the
gigantic Debt itself. “New ang, noble institu-
tions arg being demanded from &l quarters as
the natural qrowth from the renovation of the
old gqnés. Religion mme yield Education, and
Law a righteous Penal Discipline. Schools must
spring up areund our churches, and prisone will
be granted where the law must, if possible, mend
crm]mals as cffectually as m,lxaq hithertoe made
them. In tlme, we shall fintl that we have sparc
barracks, tyhich may be converted into abodes of
science ; fnd many a paraje may become an
e\:e\cxsmg place for laborigns mechanics instead
of spruce soldiers. Sueti@re some of the modes
of public expmdlture which the ndtion .is impa-
tient o sanction. What further institutions will
be made to grow out of these, we may herelifter
learn in the schools which will presently be
planted wherever families are congregated. <l
tha we can yet presume is, that thcy will be as
much wiser than outs. as our extravagances arc
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more innocent than the savage pafyeantries of the
Henries, the cruel pleasantries of the Charleses,

. . 1 ®
and the atrocious policy of the ‘ htaven-bhdrn
Ministers ” who figure in dur listory.

All the members of a society who derive protes-
tion from its governmet owe a cerdain prgportion
of the produce gf their labour orgapital to the sup;
port of that governmentd-that .g:' arg pastly liable
fo be taxed. i

The proportion contributed sho®ld be determvined
by the degree of protection enjoyed—of protection
to property ; for all are personally protected.

In other words, a just taxation must leave all the
members of sogjety m pri¥cisely the same relation
m which it foutd them.

This equality of contribution is the first hrinciple
of a just taxation. . ‘

Such equality, can b secured only by a nfethod
of direct taxation.

TaXes on commodities are, from their very na-
ture, unequal, as they leave it ifthe choice of the
rich man how much® he €hall contribute to tha sup-
port of the state ; while the man whose Whole in-
come must be spent in the purchase ™ cemmodities
has no such choice. This inequality is gegravated
by the necessity, in order to make thest ¢axes pro-
ductive, of imposing tMva on necessaries more than
on luxuries. .

Taxes on commodities a?& further injurious by
entailing great expense foPthe prevention of #mug-
gling, and a needless cost of collection.

They could not have been long tolerated, but for
thegir quality of affording a convertient method of
tax paying, and for the ignorance of the bulk of the
people of their injurious operation.

Thesmethod of direct taxation which best secures
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. .
equality is the imposition of a tax on income or on
property. ,

'Lhere is so much difficulty in ascertaining, to the
geperal satisfaction, thke relative values of incomes
hele: on different tenures, and the necessary inqui-
sition is so_odious, that if a tax on the source of
incomes_can be proved equally equitable, it is pre-
ferable, ®inasmuch as it pérrows the province of
fnquisition. , o q ¢

There is nd-rcason to* supposg that an equitable
gradpation of a tax on invested capital is impracti-
cable; and as it would equally affect all incomes
Jderived from this investment,—that is, all incomes
whatsoever,—its operation must be singularly im-
partial, if the true principle of graduation be once
attained. ! Co ;

A graduated property-tax is free from all the evils

. belonging to taxes on commoditics ; while it has not
their pingle recommendatic:.—of favouring the sub-
ordinate coneenience of the tax-payer.

" This last censideration will, however, becorse of
less importance i: proportion as the great body of
tax-payers advances towarég thgt enlightened ggree-
ment which is essential to tht cstablishment of a
Jjust system of-laxation. -

The grossest violation of every just principle of -
taxation i¥‘the practice of burdening posterity by
contracting permanent loaps, of which the nation
is to pay the anterest. ' «

The next grossest vivlation of justice is the trans-
mittibg such an inherited debt unlessened to poste-
rity, especially as every improvement in the ans of
life furnishes the means of throwing off a portion of
the national burdens.

The same rule of morals which requires state-
erotomy on behalf of the present generation, re-
quires, on hehalf of future generations, that no
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-, .
effort should bo spared to liquidate the National
Debt. . -

—

No sign of the times is *more alarming,
more excusably alarming,—to the dreaders of
change, than the prevailing unwillingness to pay
taxes,—except such as, being indirect, #re paid
unawares. 'Bhe stronggst case gwhich ‘the lovers
of old ways have now to bring in®opposition, t
the reforming spirit which is abroad, is that o
numbers, who enjoy protection of life and pro-
perty, being reluctanito pay for such protec?
tion,

#This reluctguce is a bad symptem. It tells ill
for some of our social arrangements, apd offers
an impediment, at the same timg, to their rectiy
fication ; and thus gives as much cpncetngto the
reformers as t8 the preservers of abuses. This
eag®rness to throw off the burdems of the state
is a perfectly natural result ¥ the burdens of
the sate having #gerf made too heayy; but it
does not the less exhibit an ignorance of social
duty which stands Yormidably in the Way of im=-
provements in the arrangement ofedpcial liabi-
lities. We are too vheavily taxed, apd the first
object is to reduce our &yation. Indirect taxes
are proved to be by far the heaviest, and the
way to gain,our object #& therefore to exchange
indirect for direct taxes, to the greatest possible
extent. But the direct taxes arg those that the
p¥ople quarrel with. What encouragement is
there for a government to propose a comrfuta-
tion ¢f all taxes for one on property, when there

N2
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. o
is difliculty in ‘getting the asscssed taxes paid?
How is it"to be supposed that men will agree to
thidt on a ‘Yarger scale which they quarrel with
oy a smaller? How®can there be a stronges
temptation offered to our rulers to filch the pay-
ment out of our raw materials, our tea, our beer,
our newspapers, and the articles of our clothing ?
‘The more Jifficyley there’is in raking the sup-
,pligs, the more risk we run of being made to
yield of our sukstance in waysethat we are un-
conscious of, and cannot check. The less man-
Piness and reasonableneds we show in being
ready to bear our just burden, the less chance
we have of the burden® being lightened to the
utmost, It is more than mortifying to perceive
that an overburdened, nation must, even if it
had agrfstry of sages, &1bmit for a long time
to pay an <normous tax upontits own igno-
rance.

Such appears «loo plainly to be now the case
with eur pation, and with sdne other nations.
A party of gentlemen may be found in any town,
sitting ovey their wine and foteign fruits, repel-
ling the id{a of paying a yearly sum to the state,
and laughing, or staring, when the wisest man
‘among theme informs them that they pay above
100 per cent. on tht collective ‘commoditigs
they use. Tradesmen tnay be found in every
village who think it very grievous to pay a hodse-
tax, while they ovetlook the price they have to
give for their pipe of tobacco and their glass ®f
spiriv and water. Some noblemen, perhaps,
tvould rather have higher tailors’ bills for liyerics
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than pay so much a head for théir servants, As
long as this is the case,—as long as we s.how
that we prefer paying thirty shillifgs ith our
scyes shut to a guinea Withour eyes open, how
can we expect that there will not be hands ready
to pocket tlle difference on the waysto the Trea-
sury ; and much digposition there to hamour us
in our blindwess?  ~ .

The cry for retrencHirtent "is a®righteous gry 3
but all power cfe retrenchmentedoes not lig wit
the Government, The Government may d
much ; but the peopl& can do more, by gettiﬂg.
themselves taxed in the most economical, instead
of the most gvasteful, >manner.» It is a good
thing to abolish a sinecure, and to cufy down the
salary of a bishop or a ggneral; but itis an ing-
measurably greater t3 get a direct fax uhgtituted
for one on cidtr or paper. All opposition to the
prifciple of a direct tax is an eneouragement to
the appointment of 3 host *8f excisemen and
ather tax-gatherdys, wvho may, in a, very short
time, surpass a bench of bishops and along gra-
dation of military”officers in expensifeness to the
people. It is time for the peopleo take care
that the greater retrenchments are,not hindered
through their mistakes, while they are putting
their whole souls into the demand for the lesser.

Such migtakes are aftributable to the &bsence
of political knowledge among us ; and the conse-
quences should be charged, ngt to individuals,
But to the State, which has omitted to provide
them with such knowledge. The bulk &f ghe
peogle has yet to learn sthat, being korn into a

N3 .
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civilized socicty, they are not to live by chance,
under laws'that have been made they know not
whi.nor how, to liave a portion of their money
taken from them by pedple they have nothing te
do with, so that they shall be wise to save as
mech as they can from being so taken from them.
This is the view which too targe a portion of us
take of our social pgsition, instead o understand-
ing that this' camplicated i‘nachin‘e of society has
been elaborated, and must be maintained, at a
(great expense; that its laws were constructed
, With much pains and cost ¢ that under these laws
capital and labour-are protected and made pro-
ductive, and every blessifg of hfe gnhanced ; and
that it isthercfore a pressing obligation uponevery
member of society to contribute lis share towards
maintajning the ¢ondition &f society to which he
owes his secarity and social enjoyment.  When
‘this is understeod,—when the lowest of ourt la-
Lourers perceives<nat he is, as it were, the mem-
Ler of .a large club, united for mutual good,—-
noue but rogues will thiuk of shirking the pay-
ment of their<subscription-mohey, or resist any
particular nide of payment before the objections
10 it have been brought undes the consideration
«~f the Committee, or after the Committee has
pronounced the mode tb be a good one. - They
will watch over the admixistration of the funds;
Lut they will manfully come forward with their
due contributions, and resent, as an insult upon
their good sense, all attempts to get these com
tributeons from them by indirect means.
“Till they are enabled thus to view their own
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position, it is not wonderful, héwever deplorable,
that they should quarrel with a just tax because
it is wncqually imposed, asctibing te the ptin-
eiple the faults committeddin igs applicatioh. "This
1s the less surprising too, because their peeth
have Dbeen set on edge by the sour Jgrapes with
which their fathers were surfeiteds A lgvish ex-
penditure and accumslating gebt have rendered
odious the name and nbtion of* exer} tax under
heaven. Greag%llowance musf be made for’the
cffects of such ignorance and such irritition.
Let the time be hasteped when a people, ene
lightened to its lowest rank, may behold its
mganest members heard with deference instead
of treated witlt'allowance, if they shall see reason
for remonstrance in regard to their con®ibutions
to the state ! When shey®once’now what is the’
waste in the department of the Customg, and
the wppression and fraud in that of ghe Excise,—
what are the effects of taxesgn raw produce,
ayd ¢n the transfey ofproperty, and how yulti-
plied Dbeyond all 8ecercy are the blirdens of
local taxation, they will value every approach
towards a plan of direct levy, and willswonder at
their own clamour gbout the house afd window
taxes, (except as fo their inequality® of impgsi--
tion,) while 80 many worde remained unnoticed.
I shall attempt to exhibié the effects on industry
and happineds of our different kirids of taxes in
a few more tales; and I only wish I had the
pewer 1o render my picture of a®country of un-
taxed commoditics as attractive in fictiongs I
am sure it would be in geality. Mgantime,"lo
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.trust preparatien’will be making in other quar-
ters for imparting to the people those political
prigeiples which tlley desire to have foreguides
in_ these stirring #imés, when every man muet
act! those principles which will stimulate them
at once to Keep watch over the responsibilities
of theiryrulers, and to discharge their own,

¢ What, then, is"the moxal of my fables? That
we must mend our ways and be hopeful ;—or, be
hopeful and mend ouf ways. JXach of thase
comes of the other, and each is pointed out by
past experience to be our duty, as it ought to
be oug pieasyre. Enouglxhas been said to prove
that we must mend our ways: but I feel as if
enough couldenever be said in the enforcethent
of hopefulness. «'When we see what an advance
the race has already made, it the present infant
stage of humanity,—wlitn we observe the differ-
ences betwefn men now living,—it seems abso-
lute impiet§ ¢o doukt man’s perpetual progression,
and to question the means. 'The savage who
tresps into = hollow tree when the wind blows
keen, satisfying his hdnger with gribs from the
herbage, and the philosopher who lives surroun'ded
by luxury which he values as intellectual fdod,
and as an apparatus for securing him leisure to
take account of the stars, and to fathom the uses
of cwation, now exist before our eyes,—the one
#finished Jmage of prisneval man; the other a
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faint, shadowy outline of what tan may be.—
Why are these men so wnlike? By observing
every gradation which is interposed, an amswer
faay be obtained.—They ares mainly formed, by
the social circumstances amidst which they live.
All other differences,—of bodily colour and form,
and of chimate,—are as nothing in comparison.
Wherever there is Yttle spcjal circumstance,
man remains a savage, whether he be dwagfed
among the snows of the Poley or stretchgs his
naked limbs on the hot sands of the desert, oy
vegetates in a cell hk&Caspar Hauser.  Where-
ever there is much social circumstance, man be-
cemes active, whether s activity, be for good or
for evil.  In proportion as society is so far natu-
rally arranged as that its yelations becotne multis
tudinous, man becores mtellectu%l, ati win cer-
tain situations®and in various deguees, virtuous
and® happy. Is there not yet at deast one other®
stage, when society shall- be wlssely arranged, so
thateall may bec es'intellectual, vir}uoua, and
happy ; or, at least, so®hat the exceptions shall
be the precise revérse of those which are the rare
instances now ? The belief is irresissjble.

There has been kut one Socrates, some say ;
and he lived very long ago.—Who knows shat,
there has been but one Sécrates ?  Which of us
can tell but thatone of ®ur forefathers, op some
of “ourselves, may have elbowed a second or a
tenth Socrates in the street, or passed him in the
cMurch aisle? His philpsophy may have lain
silent within Jhim. Servitude may have ckained
his fonguc; hunger may have eufeebled ’31&,
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voice ; he may "have been shut up in the Canton
Factory, or crushed uader a distraint for poor-
ratés or tithes.  Till it has been known how many
noble intellects have been thus chained and s
lencied, let no one venture to say that there has
been but one Socrates. -

Suppaesing, kowever, that there Las been but
cne, does it tollowthat the world has gone back,
or has not go# forward sitice his day ? To judge
of the effect of pocial institutions on character

,and happiness, we must contemplate a nation,
&nd not the individual the’ most distimguished of
that nation. What English artisan would change
places with the Athenigh mechanic of the days
of Socrates, in respect of external accommoda-
tion? ' ‘What English artisan has mnot better
thingg to say dn the rights of industry, the du-
ties of governments, and the true principle of

'social moralsy than the wisest orator among#the
Greek mechanice®in the freest of their assem-
blies? It is true that certain of our most re-
fined and' virtuous phfincopners are engaged
nearly all 44y in servile labdur, and that they
wear patcjted elothes, and would fain possess
another blanket., This provcs that our state of

«Society is yet imperfect ; but.it does not prove
that weshave not made a prodigious advance.
Their vsocial qualifications, their particular ser-
vices, have not been allowed due liberty, or “re-
ceived their due reward ; but the very circum-
stance of such” men,being found among us,
pgndad together in the pursuit of good, is a suf-
Yicient tess of progress, and earnest of fyriher

/
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advancement.g™juch men are not®only wiser, and
more prosperous in their wisdom, than’ they were
likely #to Lave b¥en while blilding & hguse for
Socrates, oy making san8als ofor Xantippe, put
they have Lmde a vast approach towards being
employed according to their capacitées, and re-
warded according toe their works,—that is, to=
wards participating in'sthe mgs perfect conceiv-
able condition of societys

When, till lately, has this candition of sqciety
been distinctly conceived of,—not as an abstract;
good, to be more imafined than expected,—bik
as a natural, inevitable consequence of labour
and capital, agd their }bint prodycs, being left
free, and the Most enlightened intellect having,
in consequence, an open gassage left a%cessible.
by which it might re to an i?lﬂklentm ank ?
Such a concepton as this differs frone the ancient
dredms of benevolent philosophers, as the astro<
nomer’s predictions of the prestmt day differ from
the ancient mythglogial fables about the -stars.
Tle means of discErnep Nt are ascertained—are
held in our hands! We do not pfsume to cal-
culate the day and hour when, any spd¥ified ame-
lioration shall takesplace ; but the gvent can be
intercepted only by such a convubion as ghealf
make heaved a wreck and earth a chaos# In no
presumption of human wisdom is this declaration
préhounced.” Truth has one appropriate organ,
and principles are that organ; and every piin-
c#ple on which society hag adv8nced makes the
same proclamation. Each bas deliveredeman
over_to a nobler successor, with a pgomise o}
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progression, antl the promisc has .ever yet been
broken. The last amd best principle which
has deen professed, if not actéd upon, by our
rulers, because insistéd on by our nation, .ie
“ the greatest happiness of the grehtest num-
ber.” Was there ever a time betore when a
-principlq, so expanding and so enduring as this
"was professed by gulers, because msisted on by
theguled ? ~ While thisefact is before our eyes,
and phis profession making music to our ears,
we can have no fears of society standing still,
,tnough there be brute tyranny in Russia, and
barbarian folly in China, and the worst form of
slavery ‘at New, Orlcansfand a trgmendous pau-
per population at the doors of our own homes.
The gentus of society has before transmigrated
throughforms ds horrid ang disgusting as these.
The propheey which each has beon made to give
“out has been falfilled : therefore shall the heawen-
born spirit be taisted while revealing and an-
nouncing at once the mehns gnd the end—erE
EMPLOYMENT OF ALL yNgs:#S .ND ALL MATE-
RIALS, THE NATURAL RECOMFENSE OF ALL AC-
TION, ANDYLHE -COYSEQUENT ACCOMPLISHMENT
OF THE HAEPINESS OF THE AREATEST NUMBER,
X7 6{OT OF AL,

THE END.
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