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INTERNAT IONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR.THE FAR EAST
No. I
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et~al
S
ARAKI, Sadao, et al

*FIDAVIT OF HEINRICH STAHMZIR, FORMER
GERMAN AMBASZACOR TO GriNA (NANKING

AND JALLZAN

. 1 T
wr L OUIN D

I, Heinricn STAHMER, being jU3T sworn on onth do hereby
depose and suys I wae 0o | 2

I entered the vy 1a 5

of ficer in Fso - B3 TS
and became a b.&.
in two German Auso71o]l conranies LeE €len s -

I was 2 member ¢f ths Nz j: 24--3ccialistic Fory sin;c 1952, but
naving been a fresmasc % lbilicy of a party
CaArecer.

L L=

In June 1935 thbentrvn, at that time .nmbassador at large,
engaged me a8 an empl.eyes ¢ the CGerman Go..eﬂ"u;:e._rlt. ocme time
after entering vuvon :; Juties in tha office of Ritbentrop, I
received a delsgziicn’cf Zritlish ex-serviccumen, the 1Tirst
gIUJJ of this k.ud Lo visit Gsrmany. 40015 a montn Later 1

.8 2700 :1+¢:"1 'i:."f"-_a.- ciTicial .:-t:‘.p..f-;m,_w._,ilu: Of The Gesrman Ex-
t,rviu,. . ci0n in their relatlons to the similar
organizations hqjkut3 1 countriese.

ized o central office of the Al fferfnt German
ex-8ervicsenen’'s groups after ruuﬁlViHD o Sreclial cppointment
firom R . oventrop, a0l degan to work with r_kﬂ € Liiﬁl¥ts of
cther natvions, GSpculdLlj in Bagiend and Foones. The purpose
of thig mcve was to maintain peace and the oX¥gAniz2t10N Was

regarded by the German Government as of foremost importance.

In the two following years I visited Zngland, France,
Italy, Hungary, and other ccuntries of zarupé aud came 1n
close centact with the leaders of the foreirsn ex-servicemen's
orgenizations. In the latter part of 16456 2t a meeting hsld
In Rourie, the repressnt: tives of the respecuive organizatlions
tnanimously accepted my prores~l for the 1oxmation of an inter-
retizil organizatlion of ex- servicemen., which was called,

"Perma anent Inte rnotional Committes of Ex-Scrvicemen'

In February 1937, I organlzed the 1
congress of ex-servicemen in Beri:n. This grew to be a Very
uccez3sful meetinkg. Members of tne Intsrnatlonal Cocmmittee

of “x.Serviccmen included argﬂni'ﬁt’oﬂﬂ of Germany, Uillted
Stetes, Gr:at Britain and the Cco..aonwenltih, F‘tnue, Belglum,
Italy, Ausctria, Czechoslovakis, L-5¢5L¢viﬁ Roumania, Greece,
htlbariﬁ, Poland and other nations totn 1in¢ 15 or 16 members
in 2ll.

irst internat ion~l
b e
- -l
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My duties in thils enterprise took me to mony different
Europen countries nnd as- = sult I had close assoclation
with the leaders of mony mﬁjor pocwers, among them King Edward
VIII, Sir Neville Ch~ mher,‘-, Sir tobert Vansittard, Mr. Duff
Cooper, Mr. Greeawood, Sir Samusl Hoire of Zngland; General
George C. Marshall, admiral Siork of the United at“tes- Mre.
Scapini of Fronce; and Mr. Del-crcix of Italy.

Tn the wirter of 19
v

—

ization to farce
V212018 count*i
my lacsyr punllic

37 the intermnaticnnl politicol sit-

u~tion was s¢ cn~nged that it was imposzible Tor the organ-
tion any longer. cut my associctlon: 1n the

s3 of Eurups furnished to me 2 background for

ecrvice. |

In 1938 T wns m~de Li~ison mn between nﬂb .83ador Oshimsa
and Ribbentrcr unnil Octouer L9039, vwhsn Jmbi3srcor Oshima re-
signed and rsiurned to Japan., Ia Ncovember 19¢O 1 was appolnted
18 JAmbass~dcer ana I was agaln t“e [.iaiso: ma1 beltween Rlbben-
trop 1nd Cshimn from Feorunry t 11 buu,uc_ 95 T uctoker,
1941, withcult berng consulted, T wns scnt o3 amb: |
Nanking. In January 16435 1 wos mC | TO Af '“;~ [ the
mission there.

2 DUTIES A5 LILISON

———— = e e e ee— - e — o — — ——

When I was Linlson nman between Ribbentrop ~.nd ..mbassador
Oshima, my function consisted mninly in that I had to see
ambassador Oshima from time to time and to explain to nim the
‘deas and wishes of Ribbentrop, while .mbassuader Oshima gnve
me his comme ﬂu; on *h:s ¢blzss =nd instructioas ne recelived
from his Governcsni: Shen [ Aad NV ¢ nig € 1.r1'tlons
to P..,h DENTICY ., WOD W28 VE: N",87 7OSEY ([ L1 Jurther-

—

nmores. I oG 3ened Lc 2o acoompony LJICA8S8A Oshim~ waen he
travellised: in feymonuw, 2 k** Lo R3sp sn2in ”zzcts with hlm
and ths meamb.re o7 e ~paaese w3V 1IN pel I was not
present nt tae malor conlersnces pitwes) R Lnd oMb o 5=
s2d.cy oshaim?l, awputr e e or two cecasicas

ferred cn gesnerasl ma

. to employ Lé~ison man between
2 dAifferant. ao-agsaders for tne
| for convenienese. 5o I - kept up o
with tne Itallan Fwbassy and tue Bulgar-
iastanse, Gount un__.._.c,l{nz...m was 1n contact
nd Mpe. von RALmer wo bcikq%;rma
P’ nese Liab 2587 1 WAS ..;ucck,.‘...u_d in the
218 Linison man with .mbassador OShlm” in October, 1941,
by Counclllor of Leg~ntion Gottfriedsen, = young m2g of a2bout
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'8 (as CB3 'u“inrfuut ce., with wrmoosgndor
JL‘Fﬁ arbaseador fogefeon, tas ersach omhassndor
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Occnsionally the
hour of the d~y or night,
Portant évents,

between Ribbentro

2882dors h-
SPeEcifical

These meEctings, ags fap A8 I know,

P 2and the concernedqnmbasSEdor )

On accow
Pated from
for 1 consu g) in
Berlin in 1 Lurope
tion

g) & -rS nad in ming
1 Purely defensgive n

Ature, and 1 can
ugn military matters

were talked
none orf the thre

6 pOTr'fﬁ l"S COII-
to cre~te

. negotintions

draft of 2 defensgive
2nd Japa

w11l ingn
PE€member, it was
Sultation ang

Progress

mutual con-
2nd Japan
POWErs . |

and SSpeclally after
m Konoye to Hilronuma
down the negotis-~
€ administrntion
reste & Closer relation
with Germany and i1taly. A de- OVEXr the intepr-
Pretation of article il led n 2l help and
aSslstance 1n cnase | > 8igna became the ob ject
of Aan unprovoked attack oy & i -

_ S not party to this
Pact. Japan wanted to have 5 written ~S8urance from hep
partners' that Jopan would Virtually

- N 'rom this
Obligation in C8€ Germany and/br-Italy were attacked by =
power (or POWErs) other than Soviet Russig (mﬁinly Britain
and France), Germany nnd It2ly refuseqd to give 20y written
Aassurance 28 they feareqd the leakage and the con
of' the Politic

sequent
2l effect of the 'Pa
hat they fully

2Llthough they
unde rstood Japan's difficulties and
reque st 1mpossibilities of her,
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After the end of March, 1939, negotiations contlinued;
cut the cables from Tokyo ~rrived only in long intervals and
1t seemed no doubt thot the new government in Japan had de-
finitely changed its ideas abdut the 2ims of the pl~nned
treaty.' While the negotiations were thus deadlocked, the
general political situation for Germany gréw more and more
tense. Ribbentrop therefore took the opportunity of the pre-
sence of Ambassador Oshima and Shiratori at Hitler's 50th
bithday party on 20 .pril 1939, to tell them guite frankly
that he was not very optimistic concerning the conclusion of
the above mentioned agreement; that, as Germany wished under
211 circumstances to maintain most friendly relations with
Japan, he felt himself obliged to inform themconfidentially
that under the then preva'iling conditions Germany might feel
nerself forced to approach U.S5.S.R. with the aim of conclud-
ing a non.aggression pact; he assured thep, nowever, that
nothing yet: has been done heretofore.

In order to find 2 way out of the deadlock, in May and
June 1939 some officials of the J2panese Embnssy in Berlin
nad several tonversations with the Undersecretary of State D.
Gauss, who was the legal expert of the German Foreign Office,
but without success on either side. In May 1939 the Japanese
Prime Minister Hiranuma sent a sort of message to Hitler and
Mussolinl, 1in which as far 2s I remember he manifested his

good will to come to an understanding, but there wers practically
noO CONSEqUENCES .

Nevertheless, I did not hear that either the German or
the Japanese Government stopped the negotiations till after
the conclusion of the German-Russian Non-.ggression Pact, when
the J~panese Govérnment at the end of August 1939 filed .=
form2l protest against -this pact and declared the end of the

negotlations of a Tri-Partite Pact between Japan, Germany -and
Italy. ‘

although it 1s the duty of an ambassador to keep his -
government well Informed on 211 that he does, Ss€Ee, hears and
discovers, which might be of interest to his country, there
1s no’duty on the part of the government or forelign office to
lmpart any more information to the ambassador "on the spot"
than 1t desires for him to know. Diplomacy, secrecy and ef-
ficlency requires this procedure in International Relations.
Thls 1s the usual practice as 1 understand it 2nd I remember,
that imbassador Oshima several times complained tc me that he
dild not get information about the general political situation
from his foreign offics, nor even answers on severnl cables.

The negotiations were conducted in Berlin between Ge rmany
and Japan, and contact with Italy was made malnly by Germany.
The German Embassy In Tokyo was not informed for some time;
nowever, when imbassador Ott asked for information concerning
thls matter, which came to his attention via the German
Millitary .attache through the Japanese army General Staff, a
telegram was sent:to Tokyo informing him only of the general
progress of the negotiations: ‘.8 far as I recollect it was
April 1939, ‘
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4. TERMIN.TION OF GERM.N-J.P.NESE RELAT IONS

The negotliatlions were completely broxkxen off when the
non-aggression pact between Germany and the Soviet Russia was
concluded on 23 JLugust 1930,

German-Russlan negotiations resulting in this Pact were
kept secret: from the Japanese:s When the matter was 2greed
upon between Germany and Riussia. I was ordered by Ribbentrop
to go to .mbassador Oshima and tell him the fact. The
Ambassndor's attitude was perfectly gentlemanlike, but he
could not conce=2l that he was extremely diseppointed, and
nhe told me so. '

The Japanese Government protested vigorously stating
that the German-Russian Pact was in contravention of the
secret agreement attached to the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1936,
and announced the complete break-off of the above mentioned
negotiations. :

The effect of the German-Russian Pact on the German-
Japanese relatlions 'was more far-reaching than that. Ge rmany
trlied hard to keep Japan on her sids, declaring her unchanged
desire to promote the understanding with Japan. Howsever, it
was qulte obvious to the German Government that the German-
Russlan Pact offended Japan so much and the Ant i~German feel-
ings in Japan were running so high that the relations between
Germany and Japan underwent a completé cooling-off. Ambassador
Oshlma was replaced by Ambassador Kurusu, who was, although %
well 1iked, a so-called typical economic Ambassador, and the g,
German Government understood well that this change should .have
been a symbol of the altered attitude of the Japanese Govern-
ment, which tried at that time by all means to come to an
understanding with the United States of America. - -

>« VISITS TO TOKYO

I visited Japan for the first time in February, 1940,
when I accompanied the President of the German Red Cross, the
Duke of Koburg, on his visit to the United States. We
travelled via Siberia and Japan, .staying in Tokyoc for four
or flve days only. -On the return Journey we touched Japan
in May 1940 and stayed in Tokyo about a fortnight. That was
my second visit. '(The Buke of Koburg's visit to the United
States was made. in order to thank the ,american Red Cross for its
activitles in Poland and Germany during the German-Folish War
in 1939, and to return the visits of some prominent members
of the Américan Red Cross .to him. No political purpose
was hereby pursued.) | |

- Durlng my stay in Tokyo we made courtesy calls on the
Japanese Forelign Offlice and the Japanese Red Cross. . On our
way back through Japan the Duke and I delivered a congratul-
atory message to the Emperor of Japan on the celebration of

 the 2600th -anhiversary of the Dynasty. |

- I met my cld frilend Oshima and ‘also Shiratori,; whom I '
nad met once or twice in Berlin before on social occasions. o
As Tar as I remember I saw them twice, once during a dinner
In the German Embassy and a second time on occasion of a Japan-
es€ lunch in Tokyo, where I do not remember the host., We
talked together, but not about political questions. Mr. Oshima
was then In complete retirement and did not take any part 1n
actual politics to my knowledgs.

- 5 o
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During my two visits together with the Duke o' Koburg
I sent one telegram ezach time to the Foreign Minister or to
the Secretary of State in Berlin, wherein I gave a short
survey of my Ilmpressions of the general political situation.
ATter my return to Germany I made no further VeErbal or written

~report to anybody.

My third visit to Japan was in the year 1940, when I
upon instructions from Ribbentrop, arrived in Tokyo via
Siberila on 7 September and stayed there until ths bezinning
of October, 1940. During my stay in Tockyo, I together with
ambassador @tt, necotiated with Forelign Minister Matsuoka
on the Japanese side the Three Powers Pact .

6. NEGOTIATIONS-TPI PARTITE PACT

In July, 1940, in Japan, the Yonai Cabinet was replaced
by the Konoye Cabinet as a result of the increasing American
pressure. as far as we know, Germany understood at that time
the Konoye Cabinet was endeavoring to promote the idea of im-
proving the relations with the United States; however, at
the same time it wanted a closer contact with Germany with a
view of strengthening Japan's political position in con-
summating the negotiations with the United States. accordingly,
Forelgn Minister Matsuoka began to throw out his feelers very
cautlously via the Japanese .mbassador Kurusu in Berlin and
the German Ambassador 0tt in Tokyo. 1Incoming telegrams from
Ambassagdor 0Ott of the German bmbassy in Tokyo and verbal in-
formation from Ambassador Kurusu in Rerlin created a completely
confused picture of the Japanese attituds from the viewpoint
of the German Government, which eventually could not I'igure
out what the Japanese Government had in mind. '

In view of the confused picture and under the pressure
of time, I was ordered by Rlbbentrop to go to Tokyo.
Ribbentrop's order included the I'ollowing main points:

(a) To find out the actual intention of the Japnaness
Government towards Germany:

(b) Tao take up immediately negotiations in presence
of ambassador Ott, should the Japanese show ths
Intentlon to conclude a new agreement with Germany

(¢) To report immediately every det=il in case of
negotliations, of which every item had to be AP
proved by Berlin before continuing.

arter arriving in Tokyo on 7 September 1940, I was very
cautious about my conduct in accordance with Ribbentrép's in-
structions. Above 2ll, I avoided to talk to ANy Jopanese
other than Forelign Minister Matsuoka oh my mission to Japan.
I mét him first on 9 September 1940, together with 0tt, and
explalined to hlim the German intention to avoid any further
spreadling of the war, to keep the United States out of war, and
create, 1f posslble, 2 platform onh which peace could te built.
I declared further that Germany had no intention to draw Japan
In the European war, and was ready, If requested by Japan,
to'use her good offices 1n order to promote friendly relation
between Japan and Soviet Russia, ~nd to contribute to the
settlement of the China Incident.
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Matsuoka agreed wholeh- I reported this to
B2erlin, and recelved -instructions in return from Ribbentrop
to begin with the negotiations of »n agreement .
negotliations showed qulick progress and the Thrce Powers Pact
was 8igned on 27 September 1940.

In the course of .the. nezotistions I Rad time to zet a
g00d "personzl ilmpression of Minister lMatsuoks. He spoks
VETY good English and was VETXy proud of having had an
eéducation in the Unitsd States. On the first meE 6
ne began to t-1k about half an hour of als 1life,
nls connections =nd nls import-nce and told me
1 heard later seversl times confirmed "I, my, me, myself",
He. seemed to believe to be Just the right m~n as politica
leader in this decisive time for Japan sand my later private
tz2lks with him, when he visited GeErmany in the next year
confirmed this impression. T P

Mr. Oshimz had no off'lcial position at-that time, and
00 concern with these negotiations as far ag T now. During
my stay in Tokvo I ealled on him, because he was ~n old
friend of mine, 2 ; — ~l-social occasions.
However, |

Three Powers Pact nor asked I for his
matter, |

T« ifMEALSS.DOR OSHIM,'S

When .imbasgador Oshima came to Germany for the second
time 2s Jopanese ambassador on February 1941, I was again
Lialson man between Ribbentrop and’ Ambassador Oshima. However,

a8 1n the previous time,; I seldom attended peErsonally the
conversations between them, .

In his conversations with me wmbessador Oshima never
committed Janan to attack Singapore or UeSeSsRe; I have also
.NO recollection that Rlbbentrop ever told me that mbassador
Oshim~ did so in conversation with hin.

Althouzh T 2AWays was on friendly terms with smbassador
Oshima during the whole period of my contact with him, he
N8VETr told me any military plans or revenled me any secrets.,
Besides, I myself hagd nothing to do with military matters,
these being the task of Ganerals -nd dmirals, neither did
Rilbbentrop officially, ~ s

- ambogsador Oshima was MIny years in Germany and spoke
G€rman WEll.: Being 2n out spoken personality, he was well
liked by the German beople gencrally.,

LATSUOKAL'S CONFERENCE WITH HITLER

When Foreiszn Ministerp Matsuoka visited Germany in March
1941, I was ordered by Ribbcntrop one op two days before his
arrival to accompany him during his stay in Germany, and
travelled with him on his trip in Germany. I was not con-
cerned with the preparation of the program of his trip, which
had: alre~dy been finished by the protocol Chief, Baron
Doernburg, when I received the orders Immediately afterp that
I 1left Berlin by specilal tr : Minister Matsuoka ot
Malklinln, a German-Russisn border station. T accompenied him

to Berlin and was present when' he made hls first courtesg
c2ll on Ribbentrop;~howcver, I was not present at the sub-
Séquent political conversations between foreign Ministep

Matsuoka and Hitler, Rlbbentrop and Goering.
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ambassador Ott had obtained PE€rmission to come to Berlin
Irom Tokyo, to be Present at the time of Minister Matsuoka's
stay in Berlin. He attended some of these meetings.

I went with Minister Matsuoka to Slemens-Schuckert
Works 1in Berlin, which he specinl}y desired to S€€., When he
left Berlin for Italy, I ~Ccompanled him as far as the It21lian
border, and after he returned from Rome T acconmpanied him

22ailn from Berlin to Malkinisa. Personally, I had no political
talks with Forelign Minister Matsuoksa,

I did not talk -t that time with Ribbentrop as t- what
Purpcse he was pursulng in his conversations with rore ign
Minister Matsuokza, also 71 never heard fron nibbentrop that
Minister Matsuoka made any committment. Beside the I'act
that Rlbbentrop was 2lways very seclusive and usually talked
to one only of what was absolutely flecessary for the work

of the moment, my personal relation with Ribbentrop wes
rather strained: at that tims.

Before the arprival of Foreign Minister Matsuoka in
Germany T heard nothing from ambassador Oshima about the

arrangements or the items Minister Matsuoka
in Berlin any wi. Wi w2nted to convey
to Ribbentro 8, t att

| | Minister Matsudka's
Stay in Berlin T only met aricus

luncheons. 7T do not belie Al ambassador Oshime had much
Influence on Minlster Matsuok~ and I had the reeling that
thelr personal relations were not closeé, both belng very

different PErsonalities. Forelgn Minister Jdntsuoka told me
2bsolutely nothing about .mbassador Oshims.

It was the practice o' the Germ-n rorelgn Office that no
Stenographic records WEIrE tTaken of the conversations between
Hitler and Ribbentrop and the prominent Ioreign statesmen
or ambassadors. Only unofficial minutes WETE made afterwards
€lther as dictated by Hitler or nlbbentrop or by altend ing
interpretsrs,mostly by Minister 3chmidt. These minutes were,
28 belng unoificial, never nanded to the fore ign participants
of the - conversations or shown to them for conf'irmation.

For internal use these records were only regarded as a
SOort of aide mEmMolire, but never as document proof, 1I
remember, that I was present - cccaslon during 2 reception
of foreign “X-8€rvicemen, when Minister Schmidt, who acted
2s Oofflcial interpreter wrote down only five or Slx sinzle
words from a discourse of OVEr twenty minutes ang them began

to translate. nad very good MEmMOory sometimes arose

opinion between R1lbbentrop =2nd Schmidt about
what was really said. ~

Rlbbentrop dislikeq VEry much that the foreign represent.-
atlves would make direct contacts with nigh German officials

t , %I remember several
occaslons when I was ordered by Ribbentrop to try as politely

28 posslble to prevent foreign diplomats from this ractice,
On account of tgis outspokenwish of Ribbentrep no o 1iclal

relations whatsoevepr €Exlsted in'Germany between the foreign

Embassies (includ ing Japanese) or Legations and the German
ministries other than the Forelgn Office,

» 8-
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10.

I was appo nan ambassador to China (Nanking)
in 1941, 1eft Germany with Councillor Bolze on 18 October
1941 and went to Nenking ]

Wnile I was on the boat in the Pacific, I hearg o' the
outbreak of the Japanese-imerican ware. Untll my departure
f'rom GErmany the German Government, as far ns I know, had
N0 notion thzt +ve Japanese-umerican relation was strained
Lo such an ' e~

- -

R MOVED TO TOKYO

_—

I was appointed GErman (mbassador to Japan in December,
1942 and arrived in Tokyc on 28 January 1943, During my
stay as German wmbassador in Japan I h-ad VETYy cordial
PErsonal relations with roreign Minister Shigzemitsu and
[ficials of the J2AP2NnESE Fore ign Office. The political
ration between GErmany and J2Pp"n was however not close,
and the cocmmissions created by the Three rowers Pact was
nothing but n formal show without =0y Practical results. In
the two or three meetings when T was Preseat I did not hear

~

& single word which W28 ndt to be found in the newspapers
28 well,

although I was not concerned with military matters, gs
ar as I know there existed between Ge€rmany and Japan no
military opr operationsl Collaboration €lther, main
rceason wes, as T believe, the fact was
engaged in o 1life and death strugg | J2.pan
WaS completely abscrbed in the war with the Unlited States
and remeined neutpral + the German-Russian Wwar. Moreover,
the two countrics we re iar apart and no regular meams of

communications existed ac 10, making the PeErsonal
traffic almost im ‘

-
%
1
. -L-

12. ATTITUDT OF AMB.SS..DOR OSHIMA

s

ouring all of ny conversations, negotiatiors and confe r-
€nces with him, ambassador Oshina Look no positive PErsonal
stand on any of the controversial issyes whicn we discussed
cut reserved his Judzment until 2I'ter he hagd submitted the

mstter to his soveérnment, unless he hag recelved prior
instructions,

oplnions or Suzge st ions

aring, for in diplomacy it is the government
2nd not the individus

1th our checks on Informat ion we Nnearly always knew the
a2ttitude o5f the JApanese Government before WE rece ived

official Communication thru Ambassndor Oshima or any
ambacsador,

When action was taken in Japan we knew of it 2t the some
time or soocnerp than .imbassador Osnima or his predecessors or
sSuccessors. Rarely did we fing out
the ambasgs:
off'icial wh=
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13. CIRCUMST.ANCES SURRCUNDING LAPPOINTM=NT OF GENKRAL
OTT (S . ™.ASS.,DOR

Ambassador v. Dirksen, who was in Tokyo already some
years, could not stand the climate, sufiering from bronchilal
asthma, and had asked several times to be transferred. Oti,
who was ln Tokyo since 1034 and Military Attache in 19355, was
very interested to become ambassador. With the assistance
of General Keitel and the party-leader in Japan Mr. Hlllmann,
who workec closely together, hs was appointed Ambassador to
Tokyo in th2 beginnirg of 1938. Ribbeantrop, who became
Forelgn li:aister in Febhi™uary, 1038, did not object. On the
contrarv, he assured Ambassador OLt several tlmes of hils
full coniidence. Whsn the 1dea of strengthening the
relations with Japan came up Ott was ordered to Berlin 1n
the summer of 1938, and in his presence Lne nev COourse was
talked over with i{itler and Ribbentrop. At this occasion
'‘Hitler made him a member of the party,which he could not
become earlier, being an officer, to whom membership of the
party was forbidden. It was expected from the German
Ambassador in Tokvo to maintain friendly relations with
parties in power, to get a survsy of the changing political
situation, and to report in this line to the Yoreéign O0ffice.

14. LACK OF %F OLLARORAT ION

i

The greatest offorts in Germany during my time were
exnended towards the establishme®rt o6f closest posslible tles
with Enzland and France. Much more work, money, propagzganda,
and persons were uscd in that line. Ths German-English
Society and the Gsriman-Frencn Soclely wsIe alwasys regarded
as more important then Lhe co éespondeni Cérman-Japaneses
Society. After the failure c¢. ths first negctliations with
Janan ia 1939, Germany anC Japca lad nov pPropossed any agree-
mente for more than a yzar, until Japan Trom her side agailn
bezan in July, 1940, to take up new diplomatlic negotiatilons.

T

I cannot see any way where Japan assisted Germany in
the war in any way. There was no joint Gernman-Japan€eése war,
in fact thers were two wars, a German and a Japanese. Thils
was due to the fact that thsre existed no jolat hizh command,
no plans for tcamwork were workeéd out or even proposed, be-
cause there was no connection between the two counirles ex-
cept cables and occasional visits of submarines. ror instancs
there cannot be even the slizhtest comparisoa wita the excel-
lent teanwork of the Generals Elscenhovizre and Montgomery i1n
rurone and Africe, and MacArthur and Mountcatlien 1ln the
Pacific and India. TFesides, the Japaonsse had thelr own 1ldeas
shout the Pacific war a-d never nade ssrious sefforts for
instance to stcp the transvort of United States goods to
the Soviet Unicn. Furthermore, the Japanese ideas ol an
21lly were different than thalt of other countries. WwWhen I
was in Chinza, even in the cfficial Japanese proclamatlons
the CGermans were noted as "friendly neutrals”, not as allies.
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CONCLUS ION

When I was occupied with the negotiations of the
German-Italian-Japanese Agreement it was the general idea
in 1938 and 1939 to avoid threatening political isclation
and to prevent war throuch forming a defensive nlliance,

and thereby strengthening the internation-l political
sltuation in general. 1In 1040, after Germany was already in
the war, the idea was to avoid the further outspreadinzg of
the war by preventing the United States from entering the
"war, and to establish a platform for peace. Never have I
neard from any side any word about aplan of dominating the
world. The claim that the three nations, Germany, Italy and
Japan sought to dominate the world through their international
relations 1is absurd.

As I sald beforehand, Germany regarded the United
States as the predominant nation in the Western Hemisphers
and respected her resources and her nighly developed industry,
and did everything possible to prevent her entry into the

wWare

. Toward the British Commonwealth of Nations there was

no real hostile feeling till the outbreak of the war, Germany
noped for years to come to =a lasting understanding with
England. There was a widespread affection for England and
€speclally for Scotland. Among the countries of the Common-
wealth, Germany wanted to keep up Iriendly relations with
Canada, Australla, and New Zeland, recognlzing their vast
possibilitles and the clever way in which the Lovernments
helped and guided their agricultural and industrial develop-

ment.

As Tar as the Republic of France is concerned, there
were many wars between these two countries, but there has
never been real hate from the German side. This was €Especlal-
ly evident in the connection between the Ex-servicemen of
these countries, which were always more cordial between
France and Germany as for instance between France and Italy.
Besldes all cultivated people in Germany respected and admired
alvays the French languzge and the outstanding performances
of French culture, literature and art.

ATter the attack of the Netherlands, GErmany did not
want to become in any way a successor of Dutch rights, zalso
not as far as the Dutch possessions were concerned. The
maintenance of close economical connections in time of pEace
were regarded as very important for both countries.

Friendly relations with China had always been traditional
in Germaeny. Therefore, Germany was vEry mucn lnterested in
acting as mediator in the China-Japanese affair, which was
looked upon as an especially unfavourabls development both
for China 2nd for Janan. In 1938 the then Cerman Ambassador
in China, Mr. Trautmann, tried to help in the ocutcome of an
understanding, and in November, 1940, I negotiated in Berlin
with the Chlinese Ambassador Chen Chieh. When I had to 50
to China 1in 1941 as Ambasszdor to Nanking, it was always my
secret hope tnat during my time there thé unification of
China could be perfected, sometimes 1t seemed not far away .
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India always interested Germany VEIy much. Not Trom
the politiczal point of view, but it was hoped to develop
coconomical relations, besides there existed a great interest
for Tndian philosophies and languages.

The Kingdom of Slam w=S regarded ~s an Aslatlc country,
of which the indpendence must pe maintained, owing to the
geographlcal situation ~nd tredition of the Kingdome

In regard to the commonwezalth of* the Philigpines, Ge many
favored very much the 1iberty of this n2atilone. 1t w28 c.lways
hoped that tThe economic rel-tions between Germany -ndthe Com-
nonwezlth of the Philipplnes could be considerably enl orgea .

Many people In Germany -nd 21so I personally had since
August, 1939, sincerely hoped that a2 lastilng understanding
could be reched between Germany and the Soviet Unilon, and that
under completely changed politic.l conditions the traditional
friendship of the mheteenth century between these two peoples,
which have so much in common, could be renewed. When crossing
the German Italian border on the 2ond June, 1941, I heard Dy
radio that Germany h~d attacked Russia. This was Ior me the
worst surprise in my political career, and I knew that now the
fate of Germany wos Se€aled.

I considered it most unfortunate that the two greatest
n~tions of Europe could not find 2 way to avold war and to l1ive
to gether pe~cefullye.

bscribed by the a~0ovVeE-
He inrich, before 1ine
2L
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