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KTUTO MILITARY GOVERNVMIENT TIAM HCE/ade
O 301 (Kyoto, Japan)

30 July 1948

ir., Tamada, Chief Prieet of the Kanmo aeikamchi Shrine

MEMO T0! Colonel James O, Devine, Kinld M1 Govt Hegn, AP0 M)

I should like to call $o your attention one of the most
progressive, democratie, forwam looking, civic spirited rel iglous
figures which this Team has had the pleasire of meeting, Mr, Taketsugn
Tamada, Chief Priest of the XKemi Gamo Shrine has shown himself %o be =
leader in revitalising the Shinto religion in accordance with basic
demoeratic prineiples.

Unlike many of his colleagues who bemoan the withdrawal of
government support of religion and look forward to the 18y when the
Occupation Forces leave with the possibility of a return of govem-
mental sponsorship, Mr, Tamada has aecepted the divorce of state and
religion as a falt accompli and turned e attention and energies %o
the rebuilding of hies religion on fundameantale.

It 18 agreed W historians that the original Shinto religion
was a primitive nature worsaip consisting of the deifieation and
veneration of natural features and forees, such as the N, Woan,
vind, mountaine, rocks, trees 2te. With these concepts ar a dasis,
Nr, Tamada has nade excellent progress in reoconstituting a religion
conforming %o modern sccepted religious prineiples,

The precincts of the Xami Oamo Shrine adound in archeologl cal
snd historie relice of ancient Japanese civilization, Being an smateur
archeologist, My, Yamada has utilized these relics in the correlation
of the ancient and the modern in religion,

in addition, he hes emphasized %0 his follovers the urgenay
of public service and wel fare activities, and 1a giving freely of hie
time and effort to the religious welfare mnd educational needs of his
commun i ty.

As a further evidence of his progressiveness, Mr, Yamads
concluded negotiations with the Prefectural officials for the use of
part of the Xami Gamo Shrine lands for the construction of Kyoto's only
£0lf course., Lealizing that the shrine utilized these lands only a
week or two each year during the Shrine Pestivals snd that during the
balanee of the year they wvere unmused, he sav no religions inconsistengy
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Memo fr KNOT %0 Ool. Devine, dtd 30 July 48, sabj!
Chinf Priecet of the Kamo ¥akelamiohi Shrine. *

"Mr. Yamada,

in granting the use of this land for mereational purnoses providing {¢

would be avalladble for religious rites when required. Such a modem
religious viewpoint 1s indesd praisewo rthy,

By hie wplendid example, his progressive {desls, and s eivie

pride and epirit, he i¢ contributing much to the piritual and moral
reawaxening of Japan as 2 tmue demoeoraecy.




