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Doe. Ne. 3230 « Page 2 - SUMMARY Cont'ad

In another part, Barea OKURA wants to kunew wny the geverameat
axnounced in January that Japam woeuld hemeeferth terminate all relations
and dealings with the CHIANG Kaieshek goverament when previeusly it
anmounced that megetiations were going em with the CHIANG Regime threugh
German mediatien. (pp 2.3)

Foreign Minister HIROTA, Keki, answered:

Regarding the true fasts about the temperary decisien of the abovee
mentioned ‘direct negotiation with CHIANG Kai-shek Regim@yeeeeeesJapan
endeavered to wage & war of pumishment ag well as te continus nego tiations
threugh the chaunels of many coumtries for the purpese of making CHIANG
Kaieshek and the National Cevernmemt reflect on and corrsst theiy false
th.ught'iitt.ioﬂb'b it has been decided that it is ilp.ilibl. te deal
with the CHIANG Regime se that is why we have made sush an announcement.,

(pp 3-4)
Exgeerpts frem "Sherthand Recerd Ne. 5 of Budget Comzittee”

Member OT3UKA, Isei said: The Amy, Navy and Air Fercea at the
front achleved brillisnt suecess and reduced the ity of Nanking umdey
ths "august ¥irtue of !lis Majestyf§s I believe it was the result eof the
Bu-de /Seldier's VWay/ spirit, festered simeces the foundation of the
Japanese Empirs, The genduct of eour unequalled leyzal seldiers in the
battlefields were these whieh would exgiie heaven and earth, Sueh Bueds
spirit sheuld have great impertamee te the future mational defense of
Jipll.--.---(P 9)

War Minister SUGIYAMA, Gen, answered:

The army thought it very importsat te display sueh Bueds spirit
by traimimg ia military taeties em the one hand and by festeriag Bueds
on the other, The army is exdeavoring to teach this spiriteec....and
the army is carrying out the premetien of Buede ox the trainming ef it
with the utmest sandeaver.

Education Mimister KIDO, Xeichi, answered:

I agree with Otsuka aa te the Recessity of displaying the Buede
spirit ef ancient Japam and eof rremeting Bu~de edusation. The Boys'
Middle Sgheels imelude Buede im their regular courses, and the Higher
Nermal Sgheel, KOKUSHIKAN, ard the BUTOKUKAT, were training leaders for
it. Hewever, I do net suppese that these previasions are sufficiens,
anad I can understand the necessity of attending te the training of leaders,
the establishment of a peliey ef Buede eduecation, the imprevement in the
treatment of Buede teachers, the sstablishment of & Buede hall in the

garden of Meiji Shrine, the setting up of a speeial bureau fer that task,
and the erganization ef 2 Bu-de committ-e teo study these questions, I

shall study and eadeaver te realize these polisies amd plans after
consultation with the welfare amd edueation ministries.

Analyst: Lt Fred Suzukawa Dec. Nee 3230
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IPS DOC. NO. 323 Exh, No. 2. 227~

Proceedings of Budget Committee
Meeting of Fedbruary 16, 1938

Excerpts from Shorthand Records of Committee Meetings of the House of
Peers - 73rd Diet.

Baron OKURA Kinmochi: . I should like to ask the Premier, but he
is now attending the plénary session and .is te be back later, so I'should
like first to ask the Education Minister who is now attending. I have
about twelve questions in general, but since all of them do not have
connections with each other, I should like t5 have a reply after each
question. What I wigh to ask the Education Minister 1e this. ' Recently,
in foreign newspapers, I find various distasteful things written about
the actions of the Japanese forces in the Nanking and Shanghai areas.
I don't think that it is all true. 1 do think that foreign newspapers
write such impossible things for the purpcse of defaming Jaran. However,
I believe that receiving such defamation is extremely disgraceful to the
Javanese pecople., . Even if one o¢r two persons among our loyal soldiers
ghould commit wrongful acts, it is extremely regrettable. According
to the general experience of those of us who haveé been abroad for a
long time, we often had.te-frown upon the attitudee of a large numper
of Japanase pecople overseas shuwn towardes the races or peoples inferior
to them when Japan is vowerful. In ghort, I do not know to what extent
the mistaken sense of superiority”of tne Jeranese people has so far
caused the world to misunderstend the righteous Japaneose assertions and
attitudes both in Manchuria end in Chine., As for the articles in foreign
newenapers, I guess they are written with various 1imaginations based on
the long standing actions of thoge Japanese people. Nowever, I feel
that it is not only a small portion of the Japanese forces, or of thne
Japaness people who went overseas which should be held responsible, dut
rather that it is the entire Japenese people who are gullty, and that E,
the fundamental idea of the Japeneee people is wrong.

In order to correct this, we muet start fundementelly from-the
point ‘'of education. If at a time such as now, whon Japan 'is about to 3
establish a continental policy, aspiring to advance to the continent to
become the leader of the Asiatic races, Japan comes into contact with .
the other.races with this felse sense of superiority as she has in the |
past, it 1s clear that the Japanese will soon be disliked by all tHe
people of the world. I regret very much that the education in the past
did ‘not consider this.point at all. In the future, I feel that the
entire education, from the time of elementary educstion, must be based
somewhat along the lines of the YAMATO Spirit /TN: Japanese epirit/ which
contends that weak people must be thoroughly loved and protected and
strong villainous people ‘must be ¢pnosed completelyv.e I feel that this
has been altogether lacking so fer. Therefore, I would like to inquire
Minister as to what aspirations he has about this

at ki?i“ﬁf‘?olicy ; futuré.
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Minister of State (Marquis XIDO, Koichi):

I shall answer, I have also heard about the reports concerningz the
actions of Japanese troops in Shanghai which was referred to, and just as
Baron OKURA said, I too do not think that they are all absolutely true.
However, on the other hand, it is a fact that there are quite a number of
such reports from other sources. And as stated in the Baron's telk, I have
also often heard about the wrongful actions of our nationals abroad caused
by extreme sences of superiority in and around China and Manchuria. As
stated, I too helieve thisc is caused by some shortcomings in education, I
believe that it .3 esneciolly necessary for 2 progressing Japan which will
expand to the c:intinent in the future to be concerned with this point 2and
make reflections. ‘

We have Leecn aware of the fact that it is necessary to give a more
grand and virile education from elementary school days in order to maintain
the broadmindedriess of a great nation. Up to this date, we have paid some
attention end started working in that direction in the summerized programme
of instruotion which wes revised last year. In the future, we want to make
full studies and carry out remedial measureS...«..

Baron OKURA, Kimmochi: Next, I wish to ask the Foreign Minister some
questions. I expect to ask the Premier later about the zeneral foreign
policy, but I now wish to 2sk the Foreign Minister about the following
three points. I should like to have these also answered after each ques-
tion. Here is the first question.

Some time mgo, through the zood offices of the German Ambassador, =a
negotiation for peace was conducted between Japun and the Chiang Xai-shek
government. But it ended unsuccessfully, and a Japanese declaration wsas
issued as you know to the effect that we will, from now on, ignore the
Chiang Kai-shek covernment. However, in view of the government's former
attitude, its way of puiding the people, and the fact that, &t that time,
Nankinz had already been captured, we cannot understand the intention of
the zovernment in still dealing with the Chiang Kai-shek rovernment before .
the declaration. Was the Japenese government thinking until just befors |
the 14th of January that it might, depending upon the occasion, cooperate
hand in hand with Chiang Kai..shek, who hed for many years led the |
400,000,000 Chinese people and forcibly instructed them to be anti-Japanese,
and who had tried to resist us after the war began, even by cooperating with
the Communist Party? Otherwise, we are sure that the Jspanese zovernment
would never have come to terms with them through a foreicn envoy's mediation.
This is truly the point that we can not understand. I was of the opinion
that we should have sbsolutely opposed the Chiang Kei-shek government since
the time they became friendly with the Communist Party in either September
or October of last year, although I am not sure of the exact date. Certain
people are saying this; and I have heard it often: that Chiang Kai-shek is
a cat and other notable persons of China are all mice; that as long as the
cad is in the country or in the house, the mice will never come out; at a
single cry of the cat, the mice will be frightened; and that, in a situation
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whereby it is not known when Chiang Kai-shek will show up, the other notable-
of China will never really feel like estrblishingz the peace of the Orient in
cooperation with the Japanese.

And we too thought that they were absolutely richt. ¥e, therefore,
thought arcund last fall that we must absolutely destroy Chieng Xni-shek now
that he was in league with the Communist Party; and nlso that the government
was of the same opinion; and that it was guiding the people with that view;
but suddenly it announced that it had tried to compromise with Chiang Kai-
shek at the suggestion of the German Ambassudor. 1In January, for the first
time it was announced that the government will neither cooperate nor have
any deeling with the Chiang Kai-snek government any more. This was extremely
incomprehensible to us. What was the idea in respondins to the plan? Was it
the idea that depending upon circumstonces it would be 21l right to cooperate
with Chiang Kai-ghek in the future? What will be the relations with the
Communist Party then, and with the other lenders? &hy did the government
consent to the negotiation when it is clear that Chiang Kai-shek who hnd
carried out such education for scores of years, does not truly intend to
cooperate with Japan in earnest just becnuse he became friendly suddenly
after being defeeted in war? I should like to hezr whet the intention of
the government was in the matter, This may be answersd sither off the
record or in a secret session if necsssary. I would like to have & clear
answer if you please.

Minister of State (Mr. HIROTA Koki):

+ I have just been asked to state the true circumstances leading to the
decision, at one time, to commence direct negotiutions with the Chinese
Nationel Government through the intermediation of Germany. I have generally
- explained clearly on this problem since the opening of this Diet session in
my speeches at the plenary meeting, and at the budget committee meetinpgs of
the House of Repressntctives.

Since the very beginning of this Incident, we have adopted the policy
of local settlement and non-agzravation. It zoes without sayine, however,
that in those days we had been negotisting constantly with the Chinese in
compliance with the policy of local settlsment. But it became impossible
for Japan to continue that policy of locul settlement and non-aggravation
because of the subsequent condition of the Chinese attitude which you well
know, Since they were facing Jepan with a very strong anti-Japanese fesling,
we decided on = policy whereby we had to necessarily chastise them. Even
af'ter that, however, parallel with chastisesment by force of arms, we were
constantly continuing nesotintions with the hope of makineg them reflect over
themselves as much &s possible, if they are to maeke reflections at all, end
to make them correct the extrzmely wronz ideas of Chiang Xoi-shek and of all
others in the Notional Government, if it was at 21l possible. These nego-
tiations were cerried out by mzans of contacting various nations. Especially
in those days, when the resolution of aiding China was passed in the meetine
of the League of Netions and when conference of the Nine Power Treaty was to
be held, there was a tendency of the Powers to jointly settle this incident
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with their sympathy directed toward ths Chinese, Even then, it was impos-
sible for Japan to accept the medistory acts of the Powers, althouzh Japan
notified those Powers, especially Germany and Italy respectively, of Japan's
preparedness for negotiating with China if China made refleoctions and re-
quested a direct negotiation for peace with Japan.

Various nations informed Japan of China's attitude, but it was as strong
es ever, China had been strongly stating that she would never independently
negotiate with Japan for the purpose of settling this Incident. Naturally
she stated this in the conference of the Nine Power Treaty,

Then later, the Germans made s propos2l to us to the effeot that the
Chinese intention of entering into direct negotiations with Japan seemed
fairly intense, and that the Chinese had heard that Japan would accept it
in that case, but wished to obtain Jopan's view as to the attitude which the
Chinese must have. So we decided upon the four basic conditions as I have
fully announced in the Diet. Then we answered the Germans that besides these
four conditions Chiang Kai-shek would have to put an actusl end to the situa-
tion of being cooperctive with the Communist Party, and that Japan might
agree to open negotiations on the busis of these four conditions, provided
that Chlang would show certain evidence of complying to the spirit of the
so-called anti-comintern by severing relations with the Communist Purty or
ousting those who were in intimate rclations with it.

It sesms in the last interpzllatlion there were words to the sffect that
Japan tried to compromise with Chiane XKai-shek. There is sbsolutely no truth
in it. Jle took the attitude that we would sccept a2 direct necotiation if
Chiang Kai-shek would accept the terms demanded by Japan and would ask for
peace, Howevsr, they geave various noncommital snswers to the terms that
Japﬁhﬂh&d presented and no sincerity was perceived on their part to the last.

- As the result of our reaching the decision that we can no lonzer take
the attitude of trying to settle the situation by dealine with Chiang Kai-
shek, we came to issue such a declarstion. Such beinz the case, Japan has -
been endeavouring to make the Chinese Netionalist Government malke refleotions
if possible, while chastising their mistaken ideas by armed forc€eeeeea -
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