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 HEADCUARTZRS
" U.S. STRATZGIC BOMBING SURVZEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 Postmaster, San Francisco

INTERROGATION NO. (U3SBS NO. 525 ) | Place: Tokyo.
Date: 13 December 1945
1530 - 1700.

Division of Origin:'MilitarX Analysis.

Subject: Shipping in the New Britain, New Guinea, New Irelend frea,
" February and llarch 1943,

Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Rear Admiral Shunsaku Nabashima, Chief of Staff, Fourth Fleet at Truk
during early 1943. & o e Y

Colonel Kamao Imoto, Staff Supply, Zighth Area irmy, Rabaul, early
1943, Worked with Colonel Sagita in planning Bismark Convoy. '

Where interviewed: Office of A-2 DFIiF, Tokyo.

Interrogators: J. V. CRLBB, Brig. General, UOA.
| JOOD3URY BURGESS, vulonel, AC.
Interpreters:' Mr, Jehn'ﬁtsumi; interpreter who was representing the Japs,
Staff Sergeant Hugh Tamashiro, U. S. Army,

1. The personnel herein interrogated were either very poorly
informed or did .ot desire to disclese any information.

2. Colonel Imoto gave the impression of pretending to kuaow more
than he does know. He contradicted Lis own statements repeatedly.

3. During the latter part of February and first part of March 1943,
apparently ten to fifteen ships moved to the New Britain area. The routes
of these ships varied, sometimes from Trult down past the Admiralties into
the ‘“lestern Bismark Sea and then to New Britain.. At other times to the
east of New Ireland and thence to New Britain. All movements were.within
this boundary. |

L. There is' a possibility that a small undetermined number of sub-
marines, merchant shippihg and escort vessels could h:ive been in the area
of the Bismark Sca Battlec at that time, '

5. Instructions from the Japanese Navy recuired ships to send radio
distress messages when they were in battle as a flcet unit. Ships en
route to join the fleet or a convoy were instructed to remain silent even
if in distress.
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What areas did the Fourth Flcet operate over?
The Fourth Fleet operated in a fﬂctangular area around Truk extending
to Saipan, Marshalls and Gllberbu.

Do you have information of convoys, merchant or naval, down towards
the Bismark Sea? |
I got the information only for the important convoys.

Did he furnlsh vessels of the escort Plebt or of the Fourth Fleet for

escort purposcs of important convoys?
He states that the convoys that came within his ¢rea he had to dispatch
the ships to convoy them in., .. (AR B s T O LR L b XS

"hen ‘it leaves a point within his arca to go to = p01nu WLthout he
furnishes it all the way or just to-a certain point? '

His floet was very liaited 1in uumour of ships. The Japanesc havg a
fleet czlled z "Combined Fleedb. L certain amount of ships ere =~
dispatched to that convoy. He has nothing to do wlth eny shiss out of
his arcéa. If it is:a very iiportant-convoy, the main fluct w1ll

dlSpatch SthS to convoy themf SRl _

'hat sh ipping was out of Truk into uhe New Britain ~roa durlnr the'
latter part of Februery 1943, was it supply, CLrrying troops, etc?
Was there a rather large emount of shipping, ten ships a month, twcntj
ships a month?

In that period thuru NLIC Just ~bout fourtcén: OP”*lftuCW ships and

what they cerried was meinly stuff for the ﬂavy - Food, fucl, munitions,

und stuff for dOfLﬂSu purposus. They were L01;_ to ulthul KQVLpnf or,

What werc the routes of thosc vg~w¢ls° (Ships leaving Truk) .

They camc in from Truk down somc tmes towards Bizk znd then sometimes
to thc east of Kaviang and usu&lLy within that gen ural OrcAa,
Could cither the Admiral or Coloncl give me any informstion on sub-
marine activitics which would cover the arca heré during that peried,
Generally, were there tcn submarincs, two or thrce, and were they
carrying supplies to thesc bases?: | Ve A

In that period of time there were about ninc submerines and thu main
ObJuCthu was -supply and not attack, |

Ask tﬂbm.lf they know of any of the information of sorc of the straf-
ing attacks of shipments that our pllOto.M’dL on thhiv buomcrln s in
this - area? \ *

He says in Bougainvillce therc was intensc strafing ond bémbing but 1n
this arca there was hardly cny attack ~geinst suomnrlqua. There may
have been some but he states there were hrordly any |

Did hc hcar of any submarince sinkings in this arca?

No, sir. He hes not heard of any. He said the losscs in that area
cre very low.,

that was the route of thosc submarinces from Rabaul to Lac?

He is not a Navy men but according to what hc knows most submarines
took thc southern routc.
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Does he rccall how many vessels were sunk?

He thinks it was seven trensports. The cscort hic doesn't know about
but believes scveral of the cseoart vessels wicre sunk. He said that
submarincs in this vicinity went to rescuc thesec men who were drift-
ing 1n thet direction,

Did Captain Matsunaga, have information os to the submerincs tnat
were in this arca?

He said hc docsn't know the number of submorinces in this vicinity.
2l1 he knows is that the submarincs went out to rescue the men,

Were any of thosc submerines cttacked by aircraft?
He sald about tcn submerines went to rescuc thesc men, but docsn't
know if eny wcrce sunk or demeged. He received no reports on this,

Docs hce have knowledge of any othcer merchant shipping in the Vitleaz
otrait or the Huen Gulf in this generel crca at the time the Lac
Tronsport opereotion wes attacked and sunk in that area?

He belicves that there were no merchont vessels in thet vicinity.

"lc had a eiting on thc 26th Fcebruary of thrce (3) freighters, one
(1) passcnger vesscl (Transport), two (2) unidentificd vesscls and
onc (1) possiblc submarinc ncar Ubili off Lolobou on the 26 Febru-
arys What migiht hove been tholr coursc?

In his opinion hc figurcs they were Army transports going along the
North coast of Ncw Britoin,

From where to where would they be going?

Such ships were routed 2ll the wr~y from Capc Gloucc stgr to Reboul

and in between. Since the trensvortation on land was so bad, the army
used small transports. During dny they hid noor shore “frhlg of alr-
plone atvack.  He thinks we mie’ aterproted tho picturcs or report,
they were smell vesscls.,

Docs he remember whether or not there werc two (2) corgo vesscls off
the west tip of New Henover, 26 Fcbruary 19437

He thinks thore might well hove been two vesscels thore ot that time
bucause they were still hrving treonsportation between Prolau »nd Rebaul,

Could thosc¢ vesscels have been scent on down into the Vitiecz Stroit from
that position?

He docsnt't belicve thet two (2) ships could have gone from herce becausc
thcey hed to go into Raboul. No transport plicd between New Hanover

and Vitilaz otrolt,

Woore the vessols whaioh gscortad the Leg Tronsport Upcrrnbtion furnished
by the Escort Floet or did they come from the battle units of the
Eighth Flcct?

He said that the escorts werc 211 from the battle units beesusce the
cscort flcet only cscortcd ships from Robeoul northward -nd westward.

Vere any of the following destroycrs at any timec in the Escort Fleet?
Did he cver have controld of zny of the following destroycrs: Shira
yuki, Shikinemi, Urenami, Asashiwe, Ar-shiwo, Tokitsukaze, Ukikezc,
and Asagumo.

(Negotive rnswer to cach). No destroycers. i
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