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Asone travels alongthe Chengtu.plain, he will notice hundreds of artiticial
mounds” breaking the monotony of a featureless landqcap - Some of these
mounds are of tremendous. size amounting to {ifteen or more meters in hexght

.and' hundreds of meters in circumierence. Excapt a very few, sll of them are
burial tumuli ranging from the filth or fourth centuries B, C. down to modern
times, Asnoother monumental vestiges survive the ravages of human aund
natural agencies outside the tombs, their identity is as a rule entirely lost,

YThe Jocal people simply:call them hillocks or royal tombs. Many of them are
consideted fo be important, feng-shut Bk ? to the locality and people are

forbidden to move earth from them, The Yung Ling is only one of these mounds,

In historical records aud local tradition the Yung Ling is called the Chig-
‘t'ai B%E: and supbosed to be the site.ol the house of the uelebmted roet Ssu-
ma Hsiaddju FE 44 (200—118 B.C.) of the Former Han dyaasty,’ a
native of Chengtu. .Chin-t'ai means literally *lute.platiorm”, ie.,‘a place for
playing the lute, and, m.an extended semse, the site of the tesxdence of the

,Bogt;~ It began to be mentioned in histogical. records nropad the Hitl céntury
A,'D., and became a place ot great poetical interest from the T'ang dynasty

. onwards, perhaps because o[ the romantic epxsuden in the life of the puet "But
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how the Yung Ling lost its identity and was mistaken for the Chin-t'aiisa quess
tion still waiting to be solved. The two places were dxstmot during the
Southern Sung dynasty ( 11271279 A. D.) as the historical records clearly
show, Alfier the Yuan dynssty only the Chin-t'ai was mentioned in most cases,
but not the Yung Lind. The reason is probebly the proximity of the two
places, as both are in the western suburk of Chengtu,; As the Chin-t’ai was
apparently a smealler mound and may be levelled to the ground and entirely
lost, people gradually began to point to the much hxgher and bxgger Vung Ling
-mound as the Chin-t'ai,
Before describing the discovery and excavanon oi the royal tomb,
it would be proper to give a'short biography of the emperor .himself as a
historical introduction, Wang Chien was a pative of Hsjang-ch’eng J5§3% in
modern Honan province,”? He was of humble ancestry and boin in 847
AJD. He.wastell in stature with ‘a commanding appearance. As a young
man, he became a desperado, Once a monk remonstrated with him saying: “A
young man of your noble appearance, why not do  something worthwhile instead
of being a‘scourge to the Jand)"” He was much moved by the rebuke and enlisted
in the army. Owing to his gallabtry and ability, he won quick promotians.
When the notorious rebel Huang Chao 354t sacked the T'ang capital in 880
AD., the Emperor Hsi-tsung {22 (874-888) fled (o : Chendtu, and Wang
Chien and four others led a small army to his protection. The emperor was
mauch pleased aid made him _ope of the commanders of the imperial guards,
‘When Hzi-tsung {led again from his capital in 885 A.D,,. Wang Chien led him
_through the flames of the burning suspension paths $%§ to Hsing yuan |57
(modern Han-chupg in southern Shensi). On this account he was made the
governor of Pi-chow BEjizfd and later the commissioner for defence of Li-chow
_FIMph#pk both in northern Szechwan, At this time the dreat T'ang dynasty
.was drawing to its end and the loc.l warlords were fighting among each other,
while the T’ang emperor was powerlsss to do anything about it, - Within a
period of twenty years, Wang Chien conquered the whole of Szechwan and parts
o! Shensi, Kansu, and Kweichow for himself. Ia 908 A.D. the T'aug emperor
Chao-tsung gE5z (889-904) made him King of Shu £, When Chu Wen %in
(907:912), founder of the short Liang dynasty (907-922), murdered Chao-tsung
in 984 A.D., practically ending the T'ang - dynasty, Wang Chien declared
himself Emperor of Shu (Szechwan) in 907 AD.
China proper wes in dreat turmoil during this time, but Szechwan

2, Some records stato that he was a untive of Wa-yang 2608, which is not far from HWR,
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prospered and enjoyed consxderable Teace under Vang Chlens able admipistra-
tion, Many people from ofher rarts 0f Ghina'fled to Széthiwiin “asvarplacerot:
tefuge, Althqugh Wang Chien bad nacficallyjnd edﬁcah&n LRI He' wase',
gdreat patron of literature and ari, He. wab azso *great aduitel bt Pang conrts
life and remained loyal to the T’zmgl regited dhtil it§ Very end.™” Most:of the;
men he vsed and trusted were old officials from the*T'ang ¢ourt whoiceme, to:
him from North China, Wang Chien tuled avemperop:ol Szechwan for twelve
years and died in 918 A.D, dt theage of seveity-two; :He was : succeeded by,
his son Wang Yen £ “fif, Who was condueréd: by thé Later/I"ang dynasty:in
92:) AD. From the dare of Wang> Chien’s first eniry inté: Szechwan in 887
A.D, down to 925 A.D,, the' kingdom* which - “fte founded!- lasted only thirty-
seven years,

- The Yung Ling is only about ha}i a “mile outsxde xhe old ‘west gate of the
‘present city wall of Chengtu. The mound is about ﬁiteen “fetérs high' at
present, but originally 3t might have been a lmle h!gner as tﬁere Tias been'a
considerable amount. ?£ erosion dmmg thé last thousand vears i fhediatister
is about seventy~i1ve meters and it xs cn'cumscnbed Wit sToné ‘blocks sbout
two meters high. It is situated | between two nvulets ‘and Ts‘b’rfentaceﬁf directly
to the south. The rivulet at the front ‘curves in ' towatd tHe royal toully to'fofin
a semlcncIe, which is of great“géomamrc sxgmﬁé‘amfé. Qriginally there were
stong obehsks. horses, hons., ngers ‘and atined guards standing in {ront ofithe
tomb, But’ none of thest are’n exxstence to-day, " Keedrding to -the records,
there were temples dedxcated to thie emperor’ besidé tlie royal- tomb and they
were s;xll staudmg aurmé, the 'Sant’ixem Sung: peﬁod “On‘the walls.awere mural
pamtmgs executed by well-.mowu art:sts of the time;

- The writer iu‘st made a rough reconnaxsance ol t‘be site durmg the winter
of 1937. At that time neaﬂy one-third oi the mo&rjxd.emt‘ﬁ had been removed
by the road bmlders of Ghengtu. A little exammanon 'ed himn to believe that
it was not the Chin-t’ai ac all but a large tomb, Pottery" sherds of thie corded
type, stamp-ornamented bricks, ofndmented tile ronts were found-in abundance
in the exposed parts of the tumuliis, Even well ‘gYazed pnttety of the-Liwli-ch'ang
Pk and Chiung-yao JJTg3 types, reputedd warés of “the T'sng :and Sung
periods, were also found among | them, It was quite gvident'that the date of
the site could not b earlier than ‘the T7ang dyansty,”” * R '

During the fall of 1939,‘the Pauchx—'[‘xeushm Rm[way Constructxoxr Omce
began to huild alarge air-raid dugnut under the mounﬂ At'the west end of
- Ahis dugout the warkers strucka brick wuﬁ. Afté:‘bemg ‘mnformied about its
+ discovery, the writer went immediatély to(examine n’} 'Thé bricks-were 6f very
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‘large size m;hout ;my decoration or inscription. Although the exposed part of’
the-wall wai only twq: squz;re meters, it further convinced the writer that it wasg
a tomb.. - Theywrjiter explained the Jmportance of the dxscovery 10 the engineer”
in charge of the-work, and asked lnm to fill up the pit agam unnl we are ready
to make»iuxthex excavations, y
‘1. \ftectbe establishment of thg Szechwan Museum in tha sprmgf of 1941 by’
the Szecnwan Pravineial Governmgnt in cooperation w1th.the Natmnal Szechwan
Universityy Dreliminary ‘PLeparations were made for the excavatmn of the sxte.
Puring this. mbewaj,.pmmmenr. ar\.haeqloglsy.s were, mv;ted to examine the site,
such-8s Dr. 11 Cni ZE¥E Chief of the Archaeologlcal Dwmmn of the Institute
of History and Philoiogy, Academic Sinica, and .Dr. G,'D. Wu 5%&;.;{ of the
same insglucion, | After prehmmary explorations, iull excavatmn work was
startea on_ S¢ptember. 15, 1849, furst ‘with the help of ‘Dr. T. K. iCheng SRf5h
and Mr, M. ¢, L’m AR g of me West China Unmn Un‘rversxty Museum, Latér
with theassagmnce accomed by the Aca demia Sxmca and” the Natmnal Central
Museumm, excm;auun_ woxk was expanded ‘during the sprmg o! 1943. "Pr, G.° D
‘Wu was invited to serve as field ' direc tor, The whole excavation work was
nmshqdnby ‘;he end of, beptember. 1943. I
-+ The- mayal. tomb x&.}:quhly :ec(;angular in ehapo and diﬁideq into’ three
~chambers wath the anterior and Dosterjar chambers slightly smal[er than the
ceutral one. gha.who)n slrucmre 18 iom;ed by a s?nes  of tmrteen'double atches
olired;sand sfope, and: cq,vq:ecl with stong slahs,be:ween. The antenot chamber
i85 4m- by 441 anﬂ B, 8m liigh.at the kay—srqne. At the eptrance is'a huﬂe
red Jacquered wooden door, lavxshly omamented with gxlded bmnz‘e work,
Ontgide: the.door was sealed with red sandstone blocks welghmg ‘husdreds of
pounds, each. Outside the stonesealing isanother seahng of large burned
‘bricks,; . Fhe whols qealmg is about t.htee metera in thxcknas
_..cnAbuut. three me!;},r,s behyzd the imnt door in the, antenar chamber are
threaisteps leading 1o Lhe main flpor. Then there is another door paxtltmnmﬂ
thy anterior and central, ohambera. The door is somewhat SImIST to the ront
dooriniThere were = perhaps ornamental’ iut;ngq in the anterior chamber,
. presumpbly -wood £afvings and dmpeues, as the' uaces of these fittinds are
clearly visible on the two §xde walls, There isnow nothmg left in this chamber
exoept-a.fen gllded brque and iron rings presumnbly handles of 4 large box.
. Other. ﬂ;ungs w;.e e,xther renfioved by the tomb tobbers or decayed
+;;00The qentfal thmbgr is the hnrml chambe,r. Itis 11 meters by 6 meters and
.98 meterp; s:&hahlgh,qst p?mt of the" arches. The pedsstnl for the cofifn is
built apprommately in the rmddle of the Ilom‘ but slightly to the rear. Teis
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7.45 meters by 3.35 meters and .84 meters in height and carriéd by twelve
gald armour-clad guards, - Only the tranks of the gnards are above theiloor
asif they.are carrying the whole weight, The guards are about two-thirds
life-size. They are arranged six on the east suie and six on the west but not
in symmetiical groups. ]

The lower edgde of the pedestal walls are carved in lotus flowers and the
upper edge in dragon designs. The edges protrude out slightly Irom the walls.
The central Tow of the pedestal walls are panels of female musicians sculptared
indeep relief except the reer wall which is carved in, ldrge lotus ﬂowers
There are ten musicians on the east and ten on the west walls, two musicians
and two dancers on the iropt wall, making altogethet twenty-lour panels,

‘The top of the pedestal is surfaced with fine white marble but in the
centre it is intersticed with green marble to make an agdreeable design, "The
coffin is placed immediately on the top. . What the coifin was exactly like, it
is now iinpossible to tell as it was made of wood and has entirely decayed,
What now remains .are only the  jarde gllded bronze rinds and corner plates
attached 1o the different layens of the cofiin and sometimes the lacquer Sutiace.
From all the available evzuence it seems that the coflin x'ested OR another

wooden platiorm of four successive series of balustrades, one higher than the
other. 'uxe. outer coﬁm, which is called kuo ¥ was in the fofm of a paviliop,
with doors on the twolong ends. These twosmall doors are e]aborately
decomtqd with gxlded bronze plates and bosses, just ason the two large
chamber doors. Inside this outer colfin is placed the coffin itself, which js
:pproxnmately 2.82 meters by -84 meter.

Immediately behind the pedestal is.a largde grey sandstone basin 1,13
meters in diameter and .44 meter deep placed on a brick padestal of irregular,
shape, Itis plam and of rough workmanship. Inside the basin is placed a
red sandstone disc;.36 meter in diameter and .17 meter thick. On this stone.
d:sc is placed a,large brown glazed pottery basin,. In it are placed :two green”
glazed porcelaneons lamps, ;. - . . R

_Behind the stone - basin is.the third docr partitioaing the central and
posterior.-chambers, Its construction and ornamentation are similar to the
other twd deors, - The posterior chamber is 5.8 meters by 4.4 meters and 5,5
meters high. The rear wall of the chamber is formed by the rear sealing of
stone blocks which are more- than three meters thick, The rear part of the
- chambet fose to-a platform extending to the whole width of the chamher, 4.4
meters by 2.6 meters and,,78 meter high, The frontal of the platform ia divided

into three panels,  The ceotral ponel shaws a circling dragou, the ottier two
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panels are carved. with a lion in each. The upper edde of the frontal shows
two dragons playing with a pearl, All are in relief,

At, the outer edge cf the platform are placed the two sets of Jade Tablets,
EH dedicated. to the.emperor, They are placed end to eni and extending the
Whole width of the platform, Each set consists of filty-three tablets fif. The
first and last tablets of each set are 330mm long, 105mm wide and 15mm thick,
with polyehrome painting of a warrior clad in gold armour., These are really
afew of the earliest Chinese polychrome paintings extant, The other tablets
are of uniform size, 330mm long, 32mm wide and 20mm thick, Each tablet is
perforated horizontally at each end, and gilver threads put through them
connect the whole set. On.the first set of fiity-three tablets is inscribed the
jmperial eulogical essay Fifjf; on thie second set is inscribed the essay offering
the " posthtmous title 38/, 'The inscribed- characters are gilded and of very
finie calligraphy. Each set is placed in along black' lacquered: woodemr box, The
coversiof the boxes are elaborately ornamented with phoenix snd lion designs
of silver-and gold plates. * ) : ‘ :
.+ At theTear of the platiorm and right in tHé center is placed the sitting
shatue of the emperor. If is about two-thirds life-size and’ sculptured in-fine
red-sandstorfe, The emperor is seated on a°stool ¥ semilunar shape with legs
famging* down; i. e, , just Tike us moderns. This is quite umconventional of
the time- as chairs and stools had not come into ‘commoiruse duringtiie T'ang
period,  He should have been sitted ox the floor es-the other musicidns. This
ghows that the adoption of the use of chairs in Chiva may first have‘come as
&n aristocratic custom, , There may Have been a wooden shirine with eurtains
over the statue, but they were all decayed except for a "few brass and iron’
nnils lelt. ~Originally the statue was- painted,- perhaps-with» dragon: designs
¢n-tlte robes, but onky a few traces-of the colors' (white, red, green) are left.

Before: the stdtue is placed a double - box holding: the great jade seal
beasingthe posthumous title ZEFH A T e 2 I I 270 129 the jade disc &8,
snd other tings emblematic of the emperor;  The outer b3x is- 67cm square
and 20cm high, The inuer box is 60cm square amd- ¥Sesr high.. Thess
messurements.can: only be: taken as  approximate: as the boxes have: been
dizturbed, and the.wooden parts:entirely. decayed; .. .They are.. mostly: taken
frommdhe edge and corner plats fittings, silveridecorstions, and:{rom lacquer
traceromthemugd, There may be warpings and distortions. .

“Fhe boxes.are varnished with black lapguer and. lavishly decorated with
gitded: silvecrengravings; . Take, for.example, the cover:of the outer box. On-
tho cantef iamgiided:silver plata with phoenixes finely engraved.onit. On the
tweg sides: ard two warriors each holding: an axes ' Theyare also engraved on
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gilded silver plate. Other partsiof the hox. are also fully studﬁed; V-iﬂ\
decorations. "o

" The seal, the jade dise and other thinds are putin the inner- box The
seal is 119 x 178mm and 33mm thick, - The bandle is of enimal design-dnd
73mm high, The seal belt &% has been rotted away with oply-the jade tips and
silver buckles remaining, The jade dise is 95mmr in didmeter and engravediin
dragon and phoenix designs, Other things arestill under study. Asthe box
and its contents had been originaly disturbed, thelFeXact relative DBS&DDHBT
cannot be exactly ascertained. . R R ST

In: all three: chambers the ceiling and arehes-were painted - sky blue and
the walls were: painted: crimson. In the central-chambey-“and directly sbove
the coffin was hung a- great canopy. The irames ol the' canopy were madesofr
woodand at ecrtain parfs reenforced ' with iron and witly 4 ivor cross top,
The whole thing was covered with Iine fabric; lacquered; painted-and gilded,
1t can be-seenr from the impressions made by certain falleri parts prédservéd:in.
the mud., The hanging chain and hook are still in position on the ceilinds
i  When'the tomb was lirst opeped, * four-ifths ob4t was- Silled with mud;
whieh flowed .in annually from the crevices:in.thédront during the-summes
rains; These! crevices: are vestiges of the holes-opened by the early robbers
and-not properly sealed later. The strata in the the mud are clearly wsxble,
Fach stratunr represents a big rain but not an annum,

The foregoing is & brief description of the-ingside of the tomb as it was. hps!:
uncovered. * It is evident that the construction of tlie tomb as a whole is rather
simple and the grave furnitures. scenty. The poverty of-grave furniture may
be explained by robbery. All those considered valuable at that time, such ag
gold, silver,- peatls, precious siones; porcelains, and even Yrentss must have
been removed dzom the tomb. However, a few valuables areieit over, inclus
ding emong them a large inde belt(consisting of seven larde jade plaques.finely
carved in dragon designs), a larde silver pot weighing ahout 2 pound apd finely
engraved, two small  emhossed silver boxes:probably Jor holding: cosmetics; q.
graall. silver: pig, embassed ;apd fipely en,graved a \arge silver scratchery, a
silver howl, eie.  All these must have beeq taken from the.cofliniand left by
the Tobbers,

When was the tomb robbed? We ean only conjecture, -Most probably not
more than ten years aiter it was {irst buried, i, ., between 925 to 433 A, D,
The founder of the succeeding lgcal, kinddom, - Meng Chit-heiang! Fehusg of
Later Shu£2 &), issped an order to repair the tomb in-933 A¢D, wlqch showed
that the tomb had already been pilfered. by that time, - ... o

There is another perplexing problem which cannot be solved ‘At present,
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i.e.;; o skeletal “xémiains have been found in the coffin or in cther parts 4f the
tomb. So certain people suspect that this tomb was only a dummy. But from
the other finds (such as the jade tablets, seals, disc, etc.) it cannot simply be
a dummy and must be a real tomb. Moreover, more them thirty pounds |of
mercury were found in the coffin which tallies exactly with the ancient tradi-
tions, The skeleton might have been entirely decayed, as it is our experien
that .most Hanp. snd T'ang and even Ming tombs are without any skeletal
remains in them in the Chengtu plain. As it had been robbed not long aiter it
had been buried, the body might have been removed by the robbers,
. . Before We close,, it would.be appropriate to diseuss a few points about the
s;gmixcanee of the, excavatmn. There are hundreds of imperial tombs in China
butnone of them has been scieatifically opened(except the Yin tombs in Anys
excavated hy the Academia Sinica, which really belong toa different category),
This excavatmn‘ is. .really the first of its kmd ever undertaken in Chinege
arcngeology So.it 1;1 beset -with many dﬁhcnltles ag well as with possibilities
It s well known.lhat all emperom were buried with a very elaborate
fitual but.what was inside the tomb i is;a profound secret which had never b
revealed, This was especially true of the T'ang emperets,® . Now. this excaya-
tion atlast reveals some of the secrets of the burial customs,of the T'a
emperos, * There are several reasons lor us to take this position.; -First, 51' ce
wang Chien declared himself emperor, his successor and subjecta must bury
him'as.an-emperor when he died, Secondly, the men whom wang Chien us
were mostly oificials of the old T'ang regime who came to Szecawan as refugegs,.
These people were familiar with T'ang court ritualism. o in Wang, Chiel ’s.
burial; | the use.of. T'ang_ritualism wes to be expscted. Thirdly, what have
been recovered:tally perfectly well with the meagre notices occasionally noted .
down in the historical records, e. g.,. the jade tablets and the seal, From.
tHese facts, we think it is reasohable to infer that the tomb was built probably
according.to the T'ang imperial tembs, Although it was robbed and disturbed,:
culy:the movable: things, especially the valuable objects, were affected,
1o its.istorical value and its structure as a whole, its value is still'very great,
! . The .most important finds are the jale tablsts, the jade seal and the:

. trvhidd,

L3 ”‘l"hﬁ’ll’vl“s‘ parors’ burial were to be discussed st the tim s
s0iReRY 1jttle was recoeded about them. : FERY #E ¢ Q&ig#ﬁma B
FETER » RIS ) BRRXTRMIRSG « BRA AL 1B
RERS SRIEMTIE B » R RIRTI R » HERIEET .
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seu'ptures, -We know the fsie ff# and the pao $f * are inseparable
paraphernalia of ali imperial burial ceremonies since Han times, but no one had
ever “seen them except those very fortunate few who were actually present at
these ceremonies, So what they look like and how they are made, no one
actually knows. ‘The present finds serve as the only specimens scientically
recovered.

Historically and artistically, the sculptures are of dreater value, We knyw
that practically ninety-nine percent of all the sculptures found in Szechwan are
Buddhistic. The earliest ones date from fifth century A. D, These sculptures
show essentially the Gandhara influence and as circumsceribed by their subject-
matter, they exhibit verv little artistic creative quality. The sculptures

"in the tomb are different, They are really the only non-religious sculptures ever
discovered in 3zechwan and have even no peer in other parts of China, The
female inusicians and dancers are executed in the most lively and realistic way,
i.e., the artist can bring his imagination and ability into full play, The same
can also be said of the armoured guards, Even the statue of the emperor,
although a portraiture of a realistic, austere and formal kind, exhibits the
artist’s superb ability in execntion. It tallies very well with the deseription in
the historical records, with heavy brows, deep set eyes, straight nose, high
malars and thin lips,

Many of the other finds are still under study. The results cannot be stated
exactly at present. For example, the structure of the tomb itself is a monu.
mental piece of architecture and it is now under expert study at the Society
for Research in Chinese Architecture,

means the seal bearin g th.e posthumene title,






