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Musings of the Editor...

Dear Spiritual Aspirants,

We are placing a special issue on late Prof. Shri B.R Kulkarni on

the occasion of the completion of 50th year of his attending the
World Conference on Religion and Peace held in Kyoto, Japan in

1970. Prof. B.R.Kulkarni was one of the most intimate disciples of
Shri Gurudev. Towards the end of his life Prof. B.R.Kulkarni

offered all the works he had written on Gurudev at the feet of his

Guru. In recognition of his selfless services we are publishing this

special issue which contains various articles written on him by his

relatives, admirers , disciples across the world and all those who

came in close contact with him throwing light on the life and
personality of Prof. B.R.Kulkarni..

There are such insightful articles as Prof. Bhimsen
Ramachandra Kulkarni, M.A.LL.B.: BR Mama, Simplicity
Incarnate : Prof. B.R. Kulkarni, Down the Memory Lane, BR.
Kulkarni: our Mama etc. Some of his monumental writings are
presented in this issue which hold a mirror to his humble,
dignified and elevated style of writing.

H. W. Longfellow in his memorable poem Psalm of Life puts it:
Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
Anddeparting, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time.

Pious souls like Prof.BR. Kulkarni are role models, beacons of
light to enkindle the path for the upcoming generations. Itis said:
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" If you want to be remembered when you are gone either do
something worth writing or write something worth reading. '
Here is the great soul who did both during his life time. As a
simple sublime soul he did what his Guru Shri Gurudev asked him
to do and wrote voluminously till the end perpetuating the works
of Shri Gurudev to be read by the readers in general and spiritual
aspirants in particular.

We ardently thank all the contributors for their ready response in
sending their valuable articles on Prof. B.R.Kulkarni thereby
enriching this special issue.

We are grateful to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretaries and
all the Members of the Board of Trustees for their help,
encouragement and guidance in bringing out this issue.

We are beholden to the entire team of Impressions for the elegant
printing.

A line by way of your appreciation and /or criticism shall help us
present ourselves better in the subsequent issues.

Wish you all an insightful journey along the Pathway to God.

Tl —

Prof. Dr. Madhumati M. Kulkarni
Editor- in- Chief
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Message from the Secretary's Desk ...

Esteemed Readers,

The ancient Scripts have treated Guru as an embodiment of God.
(Gurureva hari-sakshat). A fortunate few will fit in to serve the God in the
form of a Guru. We are happy to commemorate one such personality
through this special issue of Path Way to God. It is related to
Late Prof. Shri. B.R. Kulkarni, an ardent disciple of Shri Gurudev Dr. R.D.
Ranade. It is the 50th year of his participation in the World Religious
Conference held in Kyoto-Japan in November 1970. Readers will find the
details in the ensuing pages of this issue. It will be "Prof. B.R.Kulkarni
Special Issue".

A realized soul will percolate his knowledge not only to the
contemporary but also to the forthcoming generations through his works
and through his disciples. Shri Gurudev left a great legacy to us in this
regard (In addition to his magnificent literary works and the institutions he
established). He is alive through his devoted disciples. We, of the present
generation are very much fortunate to be benefited by those disciples of
Shri Gurudev. The life stories of such persons are very much inspirational
and the guiding force for our life. It is our bounden duty to pay reverence to
such persons who have dedicated their life time in furthering the mission of
Shri Gurudev. They have followed the words and wishes of Shri Gurudev
asarule,

It is our endeavor to present these role models to the younger
generation and to preserve the details of their yeoman service in all its
perspectives. We had invited articles from the people who have
acquaintance with Prof. B.R. Kulkarni. We thank all contributors. We
profusely thank Shri Deepak Apte, Dr.Ashwini Jog, Dr. Rajendra
Chauhan, Prof.Krishna Kolkar Kulkarni and others for their kind support
inbringing out this special issue.

% % %k

This period of six months has been very prolific so far as ACPR's

publication activities are concerned. We could utilize the period of Covid-
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19 in bringing out some monumental works. We have immense pleasure in
placing these books in the hands of our esteemed readers.

ACPR conducted a Three Day National Seminar in May 2017,
(Sponsored by Indian Council of Philosophical Research New Delhi) on
the subject; ' A Paradigm of Integral Human Development in the thoughts
of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya'. Scholars and Professors across the
country had participated in it. The valuable contributions by all those are
compiled and brought out in the form of a book. It serves as a resource
material for researchers and a rare collection of all aspects of philosophy of
Pandit Deendayalji, a visionary personality. This is perhaps the first ever
effort to codify all aspects of his thoughts and philosophy, hitherto
unnoticed.

A book on Saint Shivalingavva of Jatt, written by Shri R.P.Kulkarni is
reprinted. The life and the Sadhana of this great woman-saint is really a
model in itself which denotes the 'psychology of mysticism'. The role of
Guru and the extent of devotion required in the pursuance of spiritual life
are depicted here in all its virtual angles. Indeed it is a great contribution by
Shri R.P. Kulkarni

Another reprint is "Shri Bhausaheb Maharaj" by revered Shri M.S.
Deshpande. Shri Maharaj; an "exponent of actual spiritual experience"
had made the generation to change towards blissful mystical life. Such
prolific writings about the great saint is the need of the time. We feel it is
our duty to place it in the hands of our younger generation.

Years passed but the relevance is ever. The reminiscence of Shri
Gurudev is a source of strength for all our activities. We are elated to reprint
the book Shri Gurudev Dr. R.D.Ranade- Glimpses of ideal life. This reprint
is graced with foreward by His Holiness Paramapoojya Shri
SIDDHESHWARA MAHASWAMIJI, Jnanayogashram Vijayapura. The
true picture of all the facets of Divine Life of Shri Gurudev is depicted here.
Prof. B. R. Kulkarni who edited the book observed that he "took all care in
confirming the reality of matters mentioned in this book. We thank whole-
heartedly Smt.Padmatai Kulkamni (wife of Prof.B.R.Kulkarni) in editing
this edition.

Yet another new publication worth reading is on the shelf. Prof.Dr.
M.L. Sharma who passed away recently was a devout disciple of Shri
Gurudev. He wrote on ' Mystical and contemporary philosophy'. It is about
'mystic philosophy to enter the divine kingdom'. The concepts explained in
this great work are in the light of Shri Gurudev's philosophy. We profusely
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thank his son Dr. Jitendra Sharma, US, for financial help in bringing out
this book.

o ok ok

One more aspect which I would like to mention here is about the book
Smruti-Sangam. The book has been compiled by Dr. Rajendra Chauhan
and concept of the book is conceived by Deepak Apte. Both persons are
worthy of praise. This is the most memorable and valuable book published
in the recent past on Gurudev Ranade. To quote a few lines from the
foreword of the book, “It will be noteworthy to find the writings of 100
dignitaries who wrote about Shri. Gurudev to express their feelings about
Shri.Gurudev’s Giant Intellect, Simplicity, Unassuming nature, his work
in the field of Indian, European and Greek Philosophy.....A fascinating
compilation of Tributes to Shri. Gurudev by Eminent Personalities and
their satisfactory speculations”. The next issue of Pathway to God will
carry adetailed introduction and review about this book.

%k

"It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative
expression and knowledge.” - Albert Einstein. Teacher’s day comes in this
quarter. So I would like to recapitulate old memories. Dr.S. Radhakrishnan
who paid visit to Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion,
~ Gurudev Ranade Mandir Belagavi, on 8-12-1965 and inaugurated the
Head Quarter of ACPR. He was accompanied by S. Nijalingappa, the
Cheif Minister of Karnataka and, B.D.Jatti Sir, Shri G.V.Tulpule
(Kakasaheb Tulpule) Sangoram and other eminent persons were present. It
is a historical event in the life of ACPR BELAGAVI. We salute all the
Great Teachers of the Universe and Shri. Gurudev to bestow their grace

upon all of us.

I am very happy to inform our esteemed readers that two highly
qualified ladies and devoted to the cause of ACPR have been
recently inducted on the Board of Trustees viz., 1. Prof. Dr.
Madhumati M. Kulkarni, Former Head of Dept. of English, Gogte
College of Commerce, Belagavi, Chief Editor of Pathway to God
and Krishna Conscious person. 2. Prof. Dr. Ashwini Jog, Sholapur
an ardent follower of Shri Gurudeyv, in the noble mission of Shri

Gurudeyv. %

Jai Shri Gurudev Adv. Maruti B. Zirli,
Hon. Secretary, ACPR, Belagavi
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Professor Bhimsen Ramchandra Kulkarni,
M.A., LLB. (BR MAMA)

- Shri Deepak Vishwanath Apte, Pune
S/o0. Smt. Vijaya Apte

(Shankuntala Ranade)

(Grand son of Dr.R.D. Ranade)

There is a famous Saying in Hindi;

T 7S T8 7T, =1 Yt 81 T (7% 78 TR, oAl okl 1Y)

Means, If the Teacher is like Jaggery , the student is like Sugar. i.e
The student is one step ahead of his Teacher.

But in the case of Shri Gurudeo and BR Mama's Teacher-Student
relationship or Guru - Shishya relationship, Shri Gurudeo is Too Much
Beyond 'Sugar', But BR Mama touched one level above Sugar.

My elder sister and I came into BR mama's personal contact from
1952 onwards at Nimbal and Allahabad when we were a little grown up
and started understanding,.

BR Mama as a person was most silent intellectual, unassuming, most
humble, to some extent shy, very simple personality, straightforward, most
systematic, disciplined and totally law abiding, but if anyone broached a
dialogue with him, one would feel the Goddess SARASWATI (Goddess of
Wisdom, Intellect and Languages) flowing out of his mouth like the
Niagara Falls.

Shri Gurudeo had his Inner Circle of selected Sadhaks for letting out
His inner Thoughts and Ideas, namely, revered Kaka Tulpule and Kaka
Karkhanis for discussing matters on Parmarthic subjects and Anubhav.
(Mystical Experiences) since 1910 onwards;

Shri. Babasaheb Sangoram for History and Research on Nimbargi
Sampraday, Legal and Land Matters, Accounts etc.;

Shri. Krishnarao Gajendragadkar for all Academic and Research-
oriented matters on Philosophy since 1919 onwards;

And One and the only, BR Mama was entrusted by Shri Gurudeo
to complete HIS unfinished work of the books posthumously, namely;
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Pathway to God in Kannada Literaturein 1960;
Vedanta, the Culmination of Indian Thoughtsin 1970;
Studies In Indian Philosophy in 1986.

And One can vouch for BR Mama that the works he has finished
in respect of above Books is absolutely in line with Shri Gurudeco's
STYLE and THOUGHTS.

To ascertain my statement about the trust and surety Shri Gurudeo
had in BR Mama, can be seen in the enclosed two Letters from Gurudeo to
BR Mamain 1952 and 1957 which are self explanatory.

Lastly, one small memorable incidence about the complete devotion
and utmost faith, BR Mama had on Shri Gurudeo was;

'Once after BR Mama started his first job, he came to Shri Gurudeo
and normally asked where to invest his money. Shri Gurudeo told him,
'BR, deposit your money always in Government Bank and
Government securities.’ One will be surprised to note that from that
day till his sad demise in 2005, BR Mama never ever deposited his
money in other lucrative securities and various different Banks other
than Government Banks and Securities.

My Humble Pranams to Such Shishyottama, Sadhak Shreshtha and

Our beloved Mama.

( He would tell the student, "There is not much\
difference between you and I only I have read a few
more books than you have done." Who does not know
that a few more means a few hundred more?

- B.R. Kulkarni,
Glimpses of Gurudev Ranade.
Page No.vii)

N
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Simplicity Incarnate : Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

Dr. Krishna K. Kulkarni
Rid. Principal & Great Authority on Dasa Sahirya,
Vijayapur

Some people seem to be after publicity, whereas some, though busy
throughout their life, keep publicity at arm's length working silently
behind the curtain. Coming under the latter category is one such rare
person a great intellectual, a very prominent Sadhak, researcher, author,
publisher, discourse-giver and simplicity incarnate Shri B.R. Alias
Bhimasen Ramachandra Kulkami. At the age of above 80 he left for
heavenly abode on June 7,2005 at his residence at Solapur.

Shri Kulkarni retired as Director of the Research and Analysis Wing
of the Central Government. In those days he was considered to be closer to
and almost a right hand of Shrimati Indira Gandbhi. Prior to that he was a
close associate of Shri K.M. Munshi, the founder of the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan.

In addition to being an assiduous disciple of Shri Gurudev Ranade, he
also authored several valuable books in Kannada, Marathi and English.
His books were published by prestigious publishers like the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai. Well-known Kannada novelists Shri S.L.
Bhairappa and Dr. V.A. Diwanji were among his friends. Renowned singer
of'Dasara Padagalu', Songs. Shri Anant Kulkarni was his cousin.

He had specifically instructed his family thus : "I have played my
innings Let me go peacefully." He had also given instructions not to give
him any medicines, injections, oxygen etc. except pain-killers and that his
body should be disposed off within two hours of his death, without waiting
for anybody. He had already donated his body. Accordingly, within two
hours, Solapur Civil Surgeon came to his house and took away the body
with norituals or obsequies of any kind thereupon.

Among his two sons, Anand Kulkamni is an . A.S. Officer of secretary
level in the Central Government, and Vivek did his M.Tech.(Engg.). Wife
Shrimati Padma Kulkami, a double post-graduate in Psychology and
Philosophy, is a eminent Marathi and English writer.
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Shri B.R. Kulkarni belonged to Madhwa Kulkamni family of a village
in Hungund taluka of erstwhile undivided Bijapur district. His father
Rangraya was a teacher in a Kannada school at Guledgud. A fter retirement
he came to Bijapur and started giving tuitions.

His was a large family with four sons and five daughters. And among
them was Bhimsen. Facing all financial crunches he passed matriculation
examination in 1944. Shri Pralhad Kulkami of Kannur suggested him to
meet Gurudeo Ranade. This was expressed by him, in his book Gurudev R.
D. Ranade a Glance at His Allahabad University Days and Other Essays
thus :

"I went to Nimbal in June 1944 after passing the matriculation
examination. The only thing I knew about Professor Ranade was that he
was a professor of repute and took poor deserving students to Allahabad

Sor further studies. As I entered his room, I saw two elderly persons sitting.
One of them was a bespectacled tall gentleman with a spotless white shirt
and dhotee, who would immediately catch anyone's attention. The other
one was only a meager figure and was casually and carelessly dressed in a
simple shirt and short-dhotee. Who else could be the University Professor
if not the one with an impressive personality? So I bowed to him
straightway. But he instantly pointed to the other person and said, 'Bow to
him: he is Professor Ranade, not I." I realized my mistake; but Professor
Ranade reassured me with "All right, all right, no need to bow to me."
Preliminary enquiries being over, he asked me to write a few lines in
English. Kannada and Sanskrit. I wrote in English, Gandhiji's ""Truth is
God" etc. in Kannada a verse from Kumar Valmiki's poetry, and in
Sanskrit two slokas from the Bhagvadgita, beginning with "Dhyayate
vishayan poonsah'. Reading them, he said there is only one mistake in
Sanskrit. I was as good as selected."

Then going with him to Allahabad, Bhimsen stayed at his residence
for the next six years and took postgraduate degree in Philosophy. The
relation between them as Guru-Shishya continued till he breathed his last;
nay, it became more and more close. Side by side he progressed well in
Paramarth too.

His career as Professor started at R.P.D. College, Belgaum. Then he
worked in Yavatmal College for some years. At that time Shri Kanhaiyalal
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Munshi of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan required a well-qualified person for
Bhavan's work. Shri Gurudeo suggested the name of Shri B.R. Kulkamni.
Joining Vidya Bhavan he worked as one of the Directors at Mumbai
and then at Delhi. While in Delhi he came in close contact with Shri.
Divakar, Rangraya. Shri D. P. Karmarkar etc. Impressed by his ability,
honesty and devotion, the Nehru family straightway took him to the
Central Home Department. Working at high level, Shri B.R. Kulkarni was
one of the top members of the Research & Analysis Wing during the time
of Shrimati Indira Gandhi. He retired as RAW's Director some 22 years
back. This, in short, is the story about his education and service etc.
However, his story will not be complete by stating only this much.

After retirement he devoted all his time for reading, writing and
research. He conducted research on "Nimbargi Sampradaya". He also
renovated the place of Nimbargi Maharaj spending lakhs together and
restarted the five day 'Naam Saptah’ there. He also reprinted the 500 paged
book of Teachings of Shri Nimbargi Maharaj and made it available to all at
only Rs. 10/- each. Taking great pains he also prepared a Video Cassette at
his own expense on the life of Nimbargi Maharaj, visiting every place
involved.

Gurudeo Ranade was a great saint and philosopher. Shri. B. R. used to
make detailed notes while he was giving lectures. It is on the basis of these
notes and the notes of Shri Gurudeo, that he could publish volumes in later
years.

Shree Gurudeo had to deliver lectures on "Spiritual Path in Kannada
Literature" at Karnataka University. However by the time of his Samadhi
in 1957, six lectures remained to be delivered. These were completed by
Professor B.R. Kulkamni (and Professor K. V. Gajendragadkar).

Similarly, Professor B.R. Kulkarni completed the eight Chapters of
the famous book of Shri Gurudev namely "Vedanta the Culmination of

Indian Thought."
After the Niryan of Shri Gurudev, it was Professor B. R. who

disseminated his thoughts through publication of books and articles and by
delivering discourses and lectures, continuously and devotedly.
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All the Sadhakas of Nimbal agree that it is Professor B. R. Kulkarni
who brought into book-forms almost all the thoughts of Shri Gurudeo after
the latter's Samadhi. However, in none of these works has he mentioned his
name. When necessary to mention, he only mentioned as "A Devotee" or
"A Sadhak". He used to protest vehemently even if his name was
mentioned by mistake in preface or publisher's note or anywhere else.

Amongst his works the editing of English books, "Studies in Indian
Philosophy", "Alphabetical Index of Shreemadbhagavadgita and
"Pathway to God in Vedas". His books, "Gurudeo Ranade as a Teacher”,
"Allahabad Days", "Glimpses of Gurudeo Ranade" etc., have been of
great help to understand Shri Gurudeo.

My association with him for about two decades is unforgettable. He
used to come to my house with his wife three or four times every year.
Every time there was some new spiritual topic. We came closer at the time
of my editing and publishing the entire "Dasa Literature”.

On the basis of manuscripts with me I had requested him to edit
'Keertanas of Adwait Sect'. 'The Collection of Keertanas of Sindgi Sect and
Other Saint Poets' which has been published as 20th volume. The
speciality of it lies in the preface by Professor B. R. There is no such 73
page long preface to any of the 50 volumes. There he has dealt with Bhakti
cult in Adwait.

He used to talk with authority on The Upanishads. The people of
Solapur will never forget the discourses delivered by him for sixty weeks.
He had mastery over Kannada. Marathi and English.

He never interfered even in family affairs. However, he did not turn
away from his responsibility. When necessary he did extend his helping
hand. He used to send money every month to his father and mother till their
last days. On the other hand, he did not expect even a single paisa from his
sons.

Two to three months before his passing away, he came to my house
with his wife Shrimati Padmakka. He had already informed that he was
coming for a special work. This time he placed before me a big bundle of
manuscripts. The manuscript was the book he had authored after a life-
time study of Mahabharat of Kannada Poet Kumarvyasa. It was entitled

Pathway to God . é(g\\ 15 fﬁ)? e+ October-December 2020



"Kumarvhyasa Vachanamrut” (with alphabetical arrangement of songs.)
Handing over the manuscript, of about 450 pages, he told me :
"Krishnarao, perhaps it may not be possible to see you hereafter.I am
entrusting this to you. See what can be done.”

The manuscript contains 36 chapters including topics such as
cosmogony, anthropology, theogony, moral philosophy, theory of
sensuous experiences. etc. Besides, the entire poetry has been divided
alphabetically. In a way it can also be rightly called as "Kumarvyas

Vishwakosh". This is a very unique work for those interested in studying
Kumarvyas.

I did not expect him to pass away so soon. Two or three weeks after
his demise, I received a letter from Shrimati Padmakka, "B R. expired on
June 7. Please do not take trouble to come over. I am going to Delhi for a
month or so. Onreturn, let us meet."

In fact, publicly remembering him through this article is against his
will. However, this homage is to enable all his friends and acquaintances to
know this incident. I hope the soul of Professor B. R. Kulkarni will
pardon this fault of mine.

\

€ Gurudev's heart was full of love for a stranger, a
classmate, a student or a disciple. As the journey proceeds we
get various panoramic views of different facets of Gurudev's
personality. If the master himself goes to the disciple's house
to honour him what a joy it is for the latter. We read how
Gurudev did pay such unexpected visits to his disciples. ?

- B.R. Kulkarni

"Professor R.D. Ranade
as a Teacher and an AuthoD

e
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B. R. Kulkarni, our Mama!

-Jyoti Chitale, usa
D/o. Smt. Vijaya Apte
(Shankuntala Ranade)
(Granddaughter of Dr.R.D. Ranade)

As I think of BR Mama, the picture that comes to mind is that of a
very gentle man, kind, humble, very thoughtful and extremely well read, a
man of few words and his dedication and utmost respect for Shri Gurudev!
But these are my thoughts as an adult. Looking back, as I was growing up
he was just our Mama. Did not know any of his qualitics nor did [ make any
effort to get to know the real outstanding person that he was. The fact that
he wrote books like ‘Critical and Constructive Aspects of Professor R. D.
Ranade s Philosophy’, ‘Professor R. D. Ranade - As a Teacher and Author
or ‘The glimpses of Shri Gurudev Ranade’ should have given me some
clue!

»

I will try to write in a chronological order about his life and his
writings which are a tremendous contribution to the students of philosophy
and to the Sadhakas who are new to Nimbal.

BR Mama or B R Kulkarni (Bhimsen Ramachandra Kulkarni) was
born in 1925. The same year my mother (Shakuntala Ranade) was born!
After he finished his high school in 1944 he went as a student to live with
Shri Gurudev. He stayed on for 13 years with him. He was very close to
Shri Gurudev, his teacher and Guru, and had the fortune of doing his
studies in Philosophy with him. He finished his Masters in Philosophy in
1951 and worked as a Lecturer of Philosophy from 1951 to 1957 in
Belgaum. He then became a senior lecturer and Professor of Philosophy in
Yevatmal at the Amolchand College. He left Yevatmal in 1965 to join
Somayya College in Mumbai as Professor for 3 ycars. From 1968 to 1973
He was the Director of Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan and following that for 9
years until 1982 he worked as the Deputy Foreign Language Advisor to the
Government of India. He finally became the Advisor to the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan from 1982-1985. Subsequently he retired and went to live
permanently in Sholapur. He passed away in 2005 - the same year my
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mother passed away! The reason I write about my mother here is to say
how close we felt to him - he was my mother’s brother, my Mama.

The two books he worked on to complete the unfinished works of
Shri Gurudev Ranade were:

1. Vedanta: The Culmination of Indian Thought

Based on the notes of Shri Gurudev the first and the Ninth chapter
were written in this book by Dr. V. H Date and all the other eight chapters
were written by B.R. Kulkamni.

2. Pathway to God in Kannada Literature

Chapter 19 and 20 written by B.R. Kulkami are also based on Shri
Gurudev’s notes.

Besides the books he has written innumerable articles in the
magazine Satsang and other publications.

One of the stories we had heard about BR Mama was his tremendous
memory and accurate recollection. This is how the story goes: Shri
Gurudev used to call upon one of his students to take down notes on some
important topics. The rule was Shri Gurudev would dictate and the student
had to take down the dictation without any interruption. At the very end the
students had to read out the notes and then Shri Gurdev would make
necessary corrections. One day it was BR Mama'’s turn to take down notes
and the minute he wrote the first word his pencil broke! But he could not
interrupt the dictation so he pretended to write down the notes. At the end
he had to read out what he had written. He repeated every word the way
Shri Gurudev had dictated. Shri Gurudev was very much impressed with
the accuracy and asked to see the notes. BR Mama very timidly handed
over the notebook as he was sure he would be rebuked for pretending to
write. On the contrary Shri Gurudev just smiled at him as if complimenting
his perfect recall.

I might not have spent much time with him or sat down with him and
listened to his thoughts or ask him to tell me stories of his days with Shri
Gurudev, but I have very fond memories of him and his kind persona and
his smile.

In conclusion, I want to sumup the personality of BR Mama thus ; Dr.
R. H. Karmarkar at the inaugural speech of Gurudev Ranade Memorial
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Lectures had organized by Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion in Belgaum in 1973. He spoke of B. R. Kulkarni in these words:

“First, 1 congratulate the Trustees on their sclection of the
speaker for this year's series of lectures. The subject he had chosen for
his talk is very appropriate, viz: Critical and Constructive Aspects of
Professor R.D.Ranade's Philosophy and it will at once appeal to all
keen students of philosophy in general and to the Sadhakas in
particular......”

He ended his speech with these words “.... You will have the
benefit of hearing the discourses of the learned lecturer on the subject.
He has the proud privilege of being associated with the monumental
writings of Shri Gurudev. Students who used to stay at Nimbal and
Allahabad under his protective wings had to labour hard. As later
history shows, he has showered grace on everyone in their
lifetime......”

™
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B. R. Kulkarni - Follower Incarnate

- Nandini Sathaye, USA

D/o. Smt. Vijaya Apte
(Shankuntala Ranade)

(Grand daughter of Dr.R.D. Ranade)

To praise a disciple is to sing glory of the Sadguru, as the life of a true
disciple reflects the greatness of the Master. Therefore it is a privilege to
write a few words about Shree B. R. Kulkarni, whose life and work
reflected the greatness of Shree Gurudev R. D. Ranadé.

A commemorative issue on Shri. Bhimsen R. Kulkamni is coming out
on the occasion of the 50th year of his participation in the World
Conference, which took place in Japan. The readers are very fortunate to
read scholarly articles and critique on the life and legacy of Shri. B. R.
Kulkarni. am not an expert in any subject, but I am going to try to write my
personal memories of Shri B. R. Kulkarni, whom I fondly called BR
Mama.

By the Grace of Shree Gurudev our lives have been richer in many
ways. We, (Grandchildren of Shree Gurudev) were fortunate to spend the
first few years of our lives with him, travel with him, and spend time with
those who came in close contact with him. The resident students in Shree
Gurudev’s houschold were fondly addressed by us as ‘Mama’, maternal
uncle. So it was B. R. Mama, Prahlad Mama, Suresh Mama, Bhau Mama,
Madhu Mama and so on. Some told us stories, some taught us devotional
songs and Shlokas, from some we learnt cycling, drawing and many other
things. All of the students and their families were part of our family and we,
in turn, were part of their families as well. It was an extended family circle
where all thrived and enriched their lives.

As we grew older, I noticed that BR Mama was special. He was very
bright, very sincere and he was always ready and eager at the service of
Shree Gurudev. He commanded respect from people around him. He was a
man of few words but his demeanour was very endearing and we were fond

of him.
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One day he came to Nimbal to pay respect to Shree Gurudev and
Smt. Kakusaheb and with him was his bride, Sou. Padma Mami. |
remember that I was observing her from behind a door. Mami was very
sweet with curly hair, short Mangalsutra woven in a thread, and scholarly
spectacles. BR Mama looked very happy and was smiling a lot. Padma
Mami quickly became part of the * Nimbal Pariwaar.’ It was because of the
Divine presence of Shree Gurudev that Padma Mami absorbed both the
spiritual and intellectual aspects of Nimbargi Sampradaya, and I think BR
Mama was a large part of that total absorption.

While staying with Shree Gurudev, BR Mama inculcated in his life,
the spiritual, intellectual and emotional components of Nimbargi
Sampradaya. It also became his own way of life even after he became a
householder, worked as a professor, as a Deputy Foriegn Language
Advisor for Govt. of India, as a Director of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, and
finally as an Advisor of the same. Wherever his career took him, he carried
with him the torch of his learning at his ‘Gurugriha’. He was steadfast in
his values and priorities throughout his career and life. Therefore he was
respected and valued and also was invited to very important positions in
his career. (This was, and still is a common experience of those disciples
who serve Shree Gurudev with all their heart, body and mind.) But no
matter where he was, whenever the occasion called for, he always
considered taking care of the work of his Sadguru and his Gurugriha, his
first and foremost duty. We know that he, along with Shree V. H. Date and
with Shree Krishnarao Gajendragadkar, worked on Shree Gurudev’s
posthumous publications, viz. ‘The Bhagavad Gita As A Philosophy Of
God Realisation’, and ‘Vedanta, The Culmination Of Indian Thought.’
This was done with utmost respect and sincerity and without expcctation
of name or fame. All three of them were a perfect choice to finish the
books based on the notes of Shree Gurudev, because of their thorough
knowledge and understanding of Shree Gurudev’s Philosophy.

Even a small request from my grandmother (Smt. Kakusaheb) or my
mother (Smt. Shakutai) would be given similar attention. [ remember that
during my third year of college, I had offered Philosophy as a subject and
was experiencing difficulty in understanding the subject. When my mother
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requestcd BR Mama to help me in the subject, he spent eight good days
with us in Nimbal, teaching me Philosophy. Every afternoon he spent two
hours tutoring me. I quickly realised that teaching me was much below the
level of his knowledge, but to him it was a respectful duty towards the
request of his Guru Bhagini. And he fulfilled his duty very sincerely.

While in Allahabad, Shree Gurudev would call one of the resident
students to read selected passages from books or read newspaper articles.
One day Shree Gurudev called BR Mama to read out selected newspapers.
At that time BR Mama was studying for M. A. in Philosophy. It happened
to be the day when BR Mama was appearing for his final exams in the
Allahabad University. The reading of the newspapers went on for a while
and BR Mama was growing uncomfortable. Noticing his discomfort,
Shree Gurudev asked him what the matter was. Finally BR Mama gathered
courage and told Shree Gurudev that it was getting time for him to go to the
University as it was the day of his final exams. Shree Gurudev immediately
relieved him. BR Mama quickly got ready, all the while getting nervous
that he did not get time to read prescribed books. Shreemati Kakusaheb had
kept curd-rice ready for him to eat, so he could quickly proceed to the
University. To BR Mama’s surprise, a major portion of the exam paper on
that particular day was pertaining to the material from newspapers that he
read out to Shree Gurudev, in the early hours of the same morning. No
wonder that BR Mama passed with flying colours.

While in the U.S.A. a request was made to me to write an article on
Shree Gurudev. As I did not have any reference books with me at that time,
[ wrote to B. R. Mama requesting him to write an article for the same.
Instead of writing an article himself he sent to me four of his own articles
and suggested that I read those articles and write an essay myself. He also
said that Shree Gurudev’s personality was multi-faceted, so 1 can
contemplate on any one of his qualities and write on that. He always
encouraged independent thinking, just like his Master, Shree Gurudev.

After the publication of one of his books, he wrote a quote of Shree
Gurudev as a message, and sentacopy tome. It said,
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“God does at least justice, never falls below the watermark of
justice.”

This quote helped me on many difficult occasions in my life, but the
messenger was BR Mama.

His humility and devotion towards Shree Gurudev were so strong
that his actions automatically conveyed his feelings for his Master. In
1986, Shree Gurudev’s Birth Centenary year, there was a grand function
arranged in Fergusson College. The Principal and the staff of the College
along with many dignitaries were present in the amphitheatre. A portrait of
Shree Gurudev was placed at the centre of the stage. Many distinguished
personalities spoke on the occasion. Then BR Mama’s name was
announced for closing remarks. His speech was one of the best. Many were
impressed by his scholarship and his grasp of Shree Gurudev’s Philosophy
and everyone was amazed at his talent for putting his thoughts succinctly
in a short speech. More than that, what stunned a lot of people was his
humility. Before stepping on the stage, he removed his shoes in the wings,
and then entered the stage. He would not walk on the same ground with his
footwear, where Shree Gurudev’s photograph was placed, no matter how
formal the occasion was. And this humble and respectful action happened
instinctively, without being aware of the effect.

He definitely was one of the few who understood Shri Gurudev’s
teachings, realized the importance of them and shaped his own life after
them. He seemed to me to be Shree Gurudev’s follower incarnate. Besides
his scholarship, studious and sincere nature, he had an endearing quality. I
saw my grandmother and mother rely on him, call for his help in
publication matters, and in general, depending on him like a family
member. Such a good man was Shree BR Mama, that when I think of him, a
smile emerges on my face.
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Shri. B.R. Kulkarni and Smt. Padmatai
B. Kulkarni : At a Glance

Prof. Ashwini Jog
Translation: Editor

Name- Shri Bhimsen Ramachandra Kulkarni, D.O.B:26-12-1925
SSLC- 1944, Went to stay with Shri Gurudev in Allahabad for 13 years
as a student. Grew up in his association and served him, completed his
graduation.

1951-57 M.A in Philosophy in 1951, joined RPD College, Belagaviasa
lecturer in Philosophy.

1958-65 worked as Sr.lecturer and Professor of Philosophy in
Amolchand College, Yevatmal.

1965-68 worked as Professor of Philosphy in Somayya College,
Mumbai.

*  1968-82-stayed in Delhi, acted as a Secretary to Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan

* 1982-91- worked as a Deputy Foreign language Advisor to the Govt. of
India in the Secretariat, New Delhi

*  1982-85 Advisor to Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Delhi and Mumbai

]

1985 -Settled at Sholapur permanently, 07-06-2005 left his mortal coil.
Smt. Padmatai Bhimsen Kulkarni- is the wife of Shri B.R.Kulkami,
daughter of Wagadarikar of Satara. Her father used to recite Shree Guru
Charitra daily and also used to write it and distribute its copies to the
devotees. He was in contact with Dr. Anna Saheb Patavardhan. Padmatai
had alrecady donc her M. A. in Psychology even before her marriage and after
marrying B.R.Kulkami she did B.A and M.A in Philosophy, securing First
class. She was offered Pracharya Dandekar Scholarship during her B.A and
won Philosophical Congress Award at her M.A. She also taught in a college
for some time. Later she became a Member of the Editorial Board for the
compilation of Marathi Dictionary of Philosophy adding valuable 44
subjects in it. UGC had granted Fellowship for preparing Syllabus for M.A.
Course in Philosophy.
Smt. Padmatai used to deliver discourses on Dyaneshwari at Mumbai,
Delhi and Sholapur. Shri B.R.Kulkarni and Smt Padmatai have co-authored
several books. But they never aspired for name and fame.'That we met the

GURU' was the highest reward for them. ‘&1 @3 $iT& WefeTan’. They are

blessed with two sons who are highly educated. Shri B.R.Kulkarni and Smt.
Padmatai Kulkarni were both blessed and gifted devotees of Shri Gurudev.
\_
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Prof. B. R. Kulkarni: Down the Memory Lane

Prof. K . B Dabade
M.A.; Ph.D;
Udupi

ACPR deserves to be commended for resolving to publish a special
issue of Pathway to God in the name of Prof. B. R. Kulkami as he
participated fifty years ago in the ‘World Conference on Religion and
Peace’ held at Kyoto. It is my great fortune that I know Prof. B. R. Kulkarni
since my childhood. However, he started exerting phenomenal influence
on me when I entered S. B. Arts College, Vijayapura to do my B.A. I shall
be failing in my duty, therefore, if I do not unfold, on this occasion, my
priceless reminiscences of Prof. B. R. Kulkarni to the enlightened readers.

To make the matter more limpid, I must confess here that my tribute
to Prof. B. R. Kulkamni can never justify what he deserves, so I just want to
pen down a few words which come to my mind at this moment, in a
chronological order as far as possible.

At the very outset, [ narrate how Prof. B. R. Kulkami turned out to be
my teacher. Once when he visited our home ‘Gurukripa’ at Vijayapura in
1967-68, he came to know that I had offered for my First Year B.A. General
Psychology , Deductive Logic and Inductive Logic. The very next day, at
the appointed time, he came to ‘Gurukripa’ to teach me Inductive Logic.
But he was required to wait for his new student to get ready . (Now as I
realize and look back, my feeling of guilt knows no bounds for having
made him wait for me). A few days later, I received further coaching from
him at Nimbal.

In March 1973, 1 had the rare privilege of attending the most
illuminating talks of Prof. B. R. Kulkami on Prof. R. D. Ranade’s
Philosophy at ACPR. His talks were published in the form of a book titled,
‘Critical and Constructive Aspects of Prof. R. D. Ranade’s Philosophy’ in
1974.

I joined the Department of Sociology at Sri Poornaprajna Evening
College, Udupi in 1974. In the initial years of my service in the college, I
was asked to teach Inductive Logic along with Sociology and Indian
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Constitution. Needless to add here that brilliant coaching that I had
received from Prof. B. R. Kulkarni really helped to boost up my confidence
in handling Inductive Logic.

Prof. B. R. Kulkammi was not only delighted to know about my
appointment in the teaching profession but also persuaded me to start
contributing articles to journals. On account of the encouragement and
guidance that I received from Prof. B. R. Kulkarni and Padmatai (wife of
Prof. B. R. Kulkami) my maiden article, ‘A Scientific Explanation of
Religion’ appeared in Pathway to God (November 1978).

In 1978, Archana (my wife) and I began to glance at one Marathi
translated book of Gurudev R. D. Ranade and we intimated the matter to
Prof. B. R. Kulkami. Prof. B. R. Kulkarni immediately replied directing us
to go through the English original work of Gurudev. The credit of

cultivating in us the habit of referring to the original sources goes to Prof.
B. R. Kulkarni.

Padmatai and Prof. B. R. Kulkarni made it convenient to come to
Udupi; and put up in our house for about a week or so in 1986. On behalf of
Rotary Club- Manipal, Padmatai delivered her speech on 'Bodha-Sudhe of
Sri Nimbargi Maharaj.' Next day Prof. B. R. Kulkarni and Padmatai spoke
on ‘Prof. R. D. Ranade As a Teacher’ and ‘William James’ Golden Rules of
Habits’ respectively at Dr. T. M. A. Pai College of Education —Udupi. It is

interesting to note here that the gist of their talks was published in the
leading local Kannada Daily.

By Gurudev’s grace, I did my Ph.D. in 1993-94, under the guidance
of Dr. Anuradha Bhoite from the University of Pune on ‘Sociological
Analysis of Nimbargi Sampradaya: A Case Study in Sociology of
Religion.” My poor vocabulary is unable to express gratitude to Prof. B. R.
Kulkarni and some others who offered invaluable information on
Nimbargi Sampradaya and suggestions like not to make any exaggerated
statements in the thesis. Prof. B. R. Kulkarni expressed his happiness over
the selection of my research topic and dispassionate study.

It is a well-known fact that some of the works of Gurudev would not
have come to light but for the labour of love of Prof. B. R. Kulkami. I feel
like mentioning here Gurudev’s ‘Studies in Indian Philosophy.’ There ar¢
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two editions of this work. In the haste to publish during the Birth Centenary
year of Gurudev in 1986, some glaring errors remained uncorrected in the
first edition. These are rectified in the next edition (2nd edited and
annotated by Prof. B. R. Kulkami in 1996). The Second Edition involved
the most complicated task as it consisted of lengthy foot-notes, quotations
in Greek, Latin, Sanskrit. Hence, I introduced Prof. B. R. Kulkarmi to the
proprietor of Navadurga Lesertech, Udupi. He did a splendid work in this
matter and Prof. B. R. Kulkarni told me that but for the proprietor of
Navadurga Lesertech, this book probably would not have seen the light of
the day. One more thing that has touched my heart during the work was that
Prof. B. R. Kulkarni was not only an intellectual giant but also a person of
high moral principles. For his work, he did not impose even slightest
financial burden on others.

In the last week of February 1998, Archana and I had very fruitful
discussion with Prof. B.R Kulkarni, Padmatai on various topics like
devotional poems including Parhway to God in Kannada Literature at
their residence in Solapur. They used to listen with rapt attention and
curiosity to others’ stand and felt that a lot remains to be done so far as
Pathway to God in Kannada Literature is concerned. “Something concrete
would emerge,” Prof. B.R Kulkarni observed, “if 8-10 persons having
thorough knowledge of Kannada spiritual literature sit together and
discuss the matter.”

Prof. B. R. Kulkarni and Sri V. B. Ramadurgkar- then the Secretary of
Shri Gurudev Ranade Samadhi Trust, Nimbal (R.S.), lovingly persuaded
me to become a member of the Trust and from 10-9-1999 to 31-3-2003 I
held that post. However, 1 feel extremely sorry as I could not do any
substantial work during my tenure.

Archana and I participated in International Symposium held at
Lonavala from 2-1-2005 to 6-1-2005 on ‘Modern Science, Mysticism and
East-West Dialogue. On our way to Lonavala-Pune, we broke our journey
at Solapur to receive Prof. B. R. Kulkami’s blessings and guidance. He
blessed us no doubt but did not allow to touch his feet. He advised us to be
assertive in the Symposium and assured that we hardly come across
delegates there who have knowledge of Rational Mysticism of Gurudev
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and his words came true. This was my last meeting with Prof. B. R.
Kulkami. He breathed his last on 7th June 2005 at Solapur. I miss him now
very much as | have yet to come across a person like him who can listen to
my genuine doubts on certain subtle matters sympathetically and clarify
them authoritatively on the spot.

Prof. B. R. Kulkami’s book ‘Kumarvyasa Vachanamrita’ was
published posthumously in 2007 at Bengaluru. Sometime back I had the
rare privilege of listening to his Kannada Pravachana on Kumaravyasa
during Saptah held at Nimbal. It is fascinating to learn that he asked me to
gather some relevant information on Kumarvyasa'’s Karnataka Bharata
Kathamunjari and other related works from Udupi. Fortunately, I could
collect his required information in and around Udupi and send the same to
him.

Thus, Prof. B. R. Kulkarni impressed me as an inspiring teacher and
guide, genius par excellence, a prolific writer, an efficient administrator, a
great moralist, an icon of simplicity and above all a worthy disciple and
pupil of Gurudev Ranade. I must mention here of what I have heard from
some senior disciples of Gurudev about Gurudev’s stand on Prof. B. R.
Kulkarni. After doing M. A.(Philosophy), Prof. B. R. Kulkarni did LL.B.;.
When Gurudev came to know this he stated, “B. R. you could have done
Ph.D. in Philosophy instead of LL.B.” Prof. B. R. Kulkarni said, “I did
LL.B. as it may help me in securing some good job.” On knowing this
Gurudev remarked, “B.R. you should not be after jobs. Jobs will be after
you.” Prof. B. R. Kulkarni might not have fulfilled Gurudev’s desire of his
doing Ph.D.; in any formal sense of the term but a mere glance at Prof. B. R.
Kulkarni’s writings convinces us that they are of great research value.

Despite having such extraordinary accomplishments to his credit
Prof. B.R. Kulkarni shunned to be in the limelight all through his life like
his spiritual master Shri Gurudev.
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My Personal Experiences with Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

Vandana Joshi

Belagavi
Mob. 9481864906

It has been my great fortune to have met Prof. B.R. Kulkarni (BR
Kaka as he was more commonly known) in my life. As we all know, he was
a devout disciple of Shri Gurudev Ranade and also a scholar, writer,
teacher and a philosopher. He was a very simple and down-to-earth person.
One could easily notice his innocent heart reflected in his humble smile
and kind words. Simplicity and devotion towards Gurudev, were some of
his inherent characteristics.

Shri BR Kaka used to visit Belgaum occasionally and meet my father,
Shri Nagesh V. Ambardekar, who was lucky enough to do some proof-
reading work for him. My father had a very high respect for Shri BR Kaka.

I recall a couple of occasions wherein my elder son Hrishikesh was
involved. Once when Hrishi was 5 years old, he wrote Bhagwadgita verses
with his tiny fingers in his notebook and showed it to Shri BR Kaka. Even
though Kaka was a bit busy in a discussion along with Smt. Padmatai and
my father, on one of his books, he saw it and was so impressed to see the
sincerity and persuasive attitude of the little child that he instantly gave a
10 rupee note to Hrishi as a gift. I still have preserved that 10 rupee note as
Prasad from him. Encouraging little children with love and affection, was a
part of B.R. Kaka’s personality and appreciating others and giving them
due importance, was his nature.

Another occasion was about Hrishi's book! Hrishi wrote a small
philosophical discourse while he was 17. He didn’t know much about
Philosophy at that time (now he has a PhD, in Philosophy from Princeton
University, USA). He was unaware of philosophical arguments and
language then. He wrote the discourse because his thoughts were bursting
outand he tried to put them on paper. When the write-up was ready, the first
person he wanted to show it to and ask for suggestions, was Shri BR Kaka.
For this, we traveled from Belgaum to Sholapur where Shri BR Kaka was
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residing. Kaka liked and appreciated the wrote-up so much that he decided
to write a ‘Foreward’ to it. Undoubtedly, this was the biggest ever gift
Hrishi could think of. We all were so speechless by the love and apt
admiration from such a great gentleman that our joy had no bounds. A
scholarly person like Shri BR Kaka who was capable of participating in the
World Conference on religion and peace was sparing his time for
encouraging a budding writer! When the book was printed, it was sent by
Kaka to Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, the then President of India, who also read it
and sent his compliments to Hrishikesh.

Shri BR Kaka was always busy with his works on Shri Gurudev’s
spiritual literature. He worked all his life at the feet of his master. I wish to
specifically refer here to one of his quotes that says, " If our consciousness
becomes subtler and subtler and yet subtler, we may have first-hand
contact with reality - and then all things will stand explained". I am
sure he must have reached that spiritual awakening stage which led him to
attain the divine peace at the end of his life.

He was a great personality who touched everyone’s heart.

/ Gurudev's versatility inspires different attitudes m
different individuals. If somecone reveres him as an ideal
teacher, another cherishes affection for him as a loving father.
Some look upon him as a magnanimous man; while others
respect him as an intellectual luminary. His affable manner
attracts one and all and his participation in divinity serves as
a pole-star to every seeker after Truth. That which lies at the
back of all these approaches is the yearning for spiritual life...

- B.R. Kulkarni

On the blurb of
"Professor R.D. Ranade
\ as a Teacher and an Author"
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qeHIGeA! $IFel 8 QU dbel, dogl T foger ut dboft

o .t atfaare S, Ao

M.A., M.Ed, Ph.D.

AUt A& AT B HTATER IT9 YUt aTedele, FTeTat |
firesdl 3 weyaw IR .

AT TG T W0l = da1 e W s 3 9 T 5 g
S0 g GG7 fehel! HEHTETH 3R, 3T R TSIt o HiHE THg qe
1. 3R, FoTehvll U B.R. 1T | =1 91 1925 9T, Jreateed fondt
FT10 S g s ? 7 il wiame alt O, TorfasTer fergrd 3 mguret
ST YA FHeter, R fommren sfieearen Rreravfan, feremo=n
TREETs T TG .

sfirecarene Rpvamardt teraam fiest! arardt wr quam el e
T foreIR g1 TIeATAT §eg hial AT 32 T hrehr NSt egeh! A1dt @
deae 13 99 sfiecaren Sae g, Fadi=t ST then wWhee 3199,
EEEAl YgdaR Ufgeh(1944) 7R IS e s = a1 famma
.. FHA1 FaF Hieca s faegm@ . yegg Herwell @
sfiecarehs U 1. HiTecar .3, FeRt gl gaeh 9 /HaE
AT IATREIEA Y Raomandt ieariaes 397 vact i off. 3T,
foramsraTeT S9em P ¥ sravada | . oTR. R fieeaiRs Ao deg
I FSA ? oG =N HEft whad vaet ? I GeX U FHiehr W9
AT F HdT Toh! A@Td shel 3113, <l TSV FHIhi=AT Yec[d. .. Fhleh! ferfaara. ..

....He (%ﬁj@?ﬂ ) had real affection for students, especially poor ones.

At a time five to six of them used to stay with him in his house. Some of
tthem were from Maharashtra or Karnatak and some were from North. Of
ccourse, there was a sort of entrance test to become an inmate of his house.

Command over English and Sanskrit weighed over other
s'ubjects.
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A student (&1.3TR. STl ¥d:) reminisces : I went to Nimbal in

June 1944 after passing the matriculation examination. The only
thing I knew about Prof. Ranade was that he was a Professor of
repute and took poor and deserving students to Allahabad for further
studies.

As [ entered his room, I saw two elderly persons sitting . One of
them was a bespectacled tall gentleman with a spotless white shirt
and dhotee, who would immediately catch anyone's attention. The
other one was only a meagre figure and was casually and carelessly
dressed in a simple shirt and a short dhotee.

Who else could be the University Professor if not the one with
an impressive personality ? So I bowed to him straightway. But he
instantly pointed to the other person and said, "Bow to him ; he is
Prof. Ranade, not 1." I realised my mistake; but Prof. Ranade
reassured me with' Alright, alright ; no need to bow to me."

All my imaginary ideas about a University Professor were
belied. Later, I came to know that the other person was Prof.
N.G.Damle, nephew of Prof. Ranade.

Preliminary inquiries over, he asked me to write a few lines in
English, Kannada and Sankrit. When I went out to bring paper and
pencil, a visitor to the Ashram cautioned me, 'Be careful lest you
scribe some cinema song !' I wrote a small passage from Mahatma
Gandhi, which started with 'Truth is God and God is Truth.'

The Kannada passage I wrote was a verse from Kumar
Valmiki's Torawe Ramayana, which decried servitude.

The Sanskrit writing consisted of two stanzas from the
Bhagavadgita,beginning with 7D ﬁﬁﬂ'l’—l\g’ﬂ [

He glanced through the English passage and asked me to read and
explain the Kannada verse, which I did. He scanned the Sanskrit couplets
and remarked, 'There is one mistake here. You have written U instead

of WUrgafd. It was as good as selected.
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This was the general way of testing students. To take young boys
from a remote corner of Karnataka all the way to Allahabad, to look after
them and educate them was no simple task. But he liked students around
him. As to the students, it was a God-sent opportunity to stay with him.
Such was a sweet reciprocity between the teacher and the taught. .....

('H-Eﬁ : Pgs. 13-15, Gurudev R.D.Ranade 4 Glance at His Allahabad

University Days and Other Essays . (1997) Editor - B.R.Kulkarni.
Publishers - Mrs. Sunanda Shintre and Mrs. Ashwini Jog. Solapur.)

e %™ FOIEE, e Tuea™ F9e USd TUE il
HIATRAT I3 Tlee 3T 32U I . FATRAIS! HidT HURTS
EISH

sft fS wrept anfor R 918 IR @ W IR QT AT
A b=l il Frfi=ft gt TR Sra=. @R §F ga g | 3™
IR, 9T g9 JifeArs S 3 & wreeren aRed frafi o
TR 3 & T gEY 3k JBo hl AT AT gt el
TN B HATRTATE sl ) . Fi=age Hfirecar=an Tiehr=i S eead
UrEdl AT, IR MY HETER 91, HfTEcar=ar g9 9= e,
Jafthep T T Ushdl AT, SATHATATS! 8 TehTe X Bl 10T T8
HR. s 92, TSI HIUTAT Feourda ? YU T HIT FSI0
BATSEA, YRRt S8 Jead = it @@= 9t ae T 38
HTAT AT AT A TaE HH T3 74 B &t 3R HIhiH1 = AR =R
3T AFERIA grEed i, Sied safaat. Aheear &= aF SedTel
AR 39T &4 e, st 3R, Frep=an gt=a1 UST=AT1 91 Wigdel T.
<. T2 Fiwrehg areft feafeereft widh sftraett reort 7w vt ama. ot wam
AT Hew, T8 T goH gwes el s fad . IR, et g
31 ITHTfeeh g fresat. e aivry |
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ek i Tfvenet et ot TR gErEoR ATEt ATl Sl o,
FHH MA TETH 9GH Fom Svfid W hefl, 98 LLB 9TY. T,
STt TS I AT T, TTE TR YAy e =i i,
M.A. TR TG @R ST (Lecturer of Philosophy) TRUd
R.P.D. icisl, 9&Td 49 s faastefl. 1951 @ 1957 93 a9 A==
H H{d BId. 3 FHAAT HeCa HIhHT TGN, G IYF I Fogt 3791
% AhIE. Tlhd qoll ST 9 q8d 3.

TR Glal ol S TRTehelt, ITH U YTt quT Hishl i1 Hefid
1 @ e A g A .

#ecaT=a1 HIEhR RIAa ot 3T STl TR A eI =T
FSTHIYUT, TGN, HHIHRION A7 ST T HUHE Ty
AT v Faed. g w1gt fegur fafgammggy sfees wiffaeammmr
HICE FHIE HISAAT ATE T HIh 1 SRR STEA TgUH AN,
AU g1 FICHA o & o TIh HIehl S HHA 33 Yehd. T
FAHN G HTM B Thd faR == Y 1t § 310 00 oeai
AESH MEd HI? T A IW A8 F J8A R TFdfid wa @
HIC], qAIeqd =T BrIel fhan Ardumn e staen alid «n @
FHE et AT .

G Eghehi UEY | SHTat S S |

0T T TATATHY | grgeht 4 1] (sfimsdt 13.384)
ey JEIhId T IHE o eawasiar @ shen, g9
TEITE =1 I, 99 w18 318 fad S s o w84 d
fequr fireem. @ Auar fag wreaEE @M qRHWS @HET .
SHIvfiadl AT, FIa! Isd I5a TeH ST TUE o FHefid fyama 39
Td. shegarsht gefya i@ ME EeiEm d e faamd
guTfery o ATt € eiiet gt fudean gt strar g, 31T i et &
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T B 3T B M e T8 31et o} S eeaiqT § HaSe 3Hd 617 3@l
Gaesfie ATHATAT USeHeAT 9 |
e o avht et erreni=ht sfiveaai=n snare stamT gia 3@, anforan
S, UL INATAAT FIehil-

T UG Tt | gEaTd HHE 0 |

Vet T quTr=R el | SREE WY |

2 feurfa wmw g et 3.

Fep1 it e mEratmandiea 15 feaarht wifedt gaen
FeAifepeplicT MR 6l =1 SleadTd, FENETd, AN, aT,
HIfh WG TI@l AT 9cA gREl, HTHIsh HIE STd &I
AITAT A THT SleATe TSA 3™ d1erd. UehdHT 3T N I,
1! AT 99 gid TSl sfiEeaTen mRTHatmanda Sl firfre
A de AT Tt Svamandt revE Ay e anfor (wmumer sui-ue amE)
AT 9 ATl qu1 & Hrermasia e vt we. @t @
AT AT TS TTeAT Teieh e ot S0,

TRt 8 Gd Allahabad Days a1 J&ihrd Final Farewell AT SEC|
tfafaet 3R, = wgd 2 Yre faesre € agehura. Tl FHehhgd U
WEUS I F1ed 3T, 7 WIS I, G 3Ted. § A1 fetfgdMIgl wef
WET I TR, UITd HITAThIcd BId 1. A I9aegd Jad. & Fele1 Il
fiahra arsit 313,

TETe o 39ft, o Q@ wEt € amon g

sfiTfecai 1954-56 A1 FHIB HAlesh faemdian Hdl =™ feef
gl TRYT 20 AT A1 Bt cndeht =g @t feeft € e
TR Pathway To God in Kannada Litrarture 1 gaa:rcﬁa 1911, 14,
15,16,18 & 9RO 3. ITeAehl TG Tl ogieal o faeneaift =
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Feered fequm=an wediH fafeeht. @maedt 19, 20 & 9w dfi.am.
HTHH! T Ierl! IR THU T F. . Toignsht I fireed Teama
feteett amga. arasTa sfiecaran faemeat=h G wama 39 .

<hThl Hd: ﬁF«&'ﬁlﬂ BId. Thal ’fFI{iETfI Hiffaerd Dictation Uf=aer=
forga st egd. i v Hifiaet @ Aiecar fommears, wsg 4 wrsg &
fags wem Fen. fafearct ot urg o shecarht wifiaearer &t <&t

I fEy, w3, fraw a=E e ==t SwaErdt e,
1. 3T, HTHHT ST T TS Bl ST AT BId. qea=
TSI HITEd! a1 M U= Shadfaeit grdl. T HT&l Dictation
=1 HHTETS] FHaTed ard, TR T, U ot =2 a1 aTe gideh A 1,

Gurudev always helped, encouraged his students to go ahead even
ahead of him 378 %11 TN .

1973 =1 o9 Afg=gm Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion (ACPR), S&Td, 1 &4 &=a1 Gurudev Ranade Memorial
Lectures (T%ed s Ffd AreImHuTaT) @1dl . 37T Critical and
Constructive Aspects of Professor R.D.Ranade's Philosophy

(‘TTeATa 21.7.5. TS I aagHTdie TUTEery d foaumae wed’)
71 fawarer Srevamard! et .

HhiH! feeien e snuR fafgeel sl g% ACPR A
1974 ®reft wRTeg Set. ACPR 31 GEsed off. 37, sHrehiaT fasr fregrest
9 U9 Bl A AT SIAvET HEHt AR, 31 ACPR G R
Taled FAHOM d FWH MR, 7 OREie FEUN HIHEE!
fSegreaT=AT rEee ACPR = SHT=h WA 1R o1 !
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TSRO, HECHT=AT NATHAT 3@ foaRuRd @ 77 HHd. Irat=

1985 &1 TTRe AT @ 2003 9d STl T SE F ST
3. fecaT=a e AgaT Qe ITe Bidl. Wy Yo T, off Ferff
it Hifexran @, T, YA RS YA QR SiuigR et 9 92 goff g
e 5 feaaran garRIdET ATHEHETE TRaT gE el

sfiferfl weTtstr=an Sfiamrer snutfa fegdiant Sae snamayget anfir
IRAYEE shefl .8 Fd LA AT d T9d: TSNS Uee 9 HH haed. F3
Bl WA A IgE FE AT AE. @ 3BT ek HHt Ted
hetl. 3TeeaT=a ATfEeTe HUTeH Shel, 3T HiTesT TEETHIET 31T o

4 Tegat 2004 A1 feasft == FHHUT (Cancer) F™ fem 4.
g1 I AT AAT (6. SAfaATw 0T) ST Uad 9 AT HehinT
I WifTae. T STeAhgd ‘q 0ol S 3ot alf gifteemed 3aum
ATEE R o= et 9 d Jafaar 7 e,

T fea@ ST G TE I FES i HIEAT TagH hAedt

Teaga TSR ITEa BIaT aiial TgH! SO Hiehi= Usra TRITS TEorst
I, gieft w1, s i 1 wgum, et TUTdid TEsd AR
0 3. TR

ST UTEe JTSISATITE AR FSFed AF1 Siavard e
AT B ANTEAT. g1 HaTa3v1, ared, W9 9t UTee. 997 BraTd H1es U3
9 1] FraT. 2ECaTaT Bt 91 Wiefld a1 1" Giefid ST el
TSI 39 BN, Haq SR #ieed fead wifesa awfrar w==h
F=oT B,

ST UfEe HISaS IR qeid WIATavaTd GEaTd e i
TS F Sidesd AIqETSeh FeAqlell ear=arardl el €. i 9 e

Pathway to God oo “E(G\ 37 ﬁ)? e+ October-December 2020



T U T I A I&A1 81d EAHT SEe et gifeest 7ed Sy
TS d A1 T Hild IMAT0! HLOT Yeohiat.

I §eATd I HUR Tgs &A1 HUA FGR T o IR gsal

T gl TGl

0} ATl g1 HERYE | Furef faen sreangs | faaered |

(FRFd 1,22).

SEIY SRS TG 1 I § Hedd.

.9, FHTAT TgaEe AMRcaifavdiY Ve fiee,
UIee, 93% AR HTCH ATE JA FHTHI-HEAT (I AW, TEEGHR
RIS/ W1/ T8 M STRET ST P i . i R 3ed 3 R
U1 2 TeCaT= TfEcTeaR 3NATH g hrel 3 Feet e 19ft Arsh

THAT=AT IeGTd YA FTeATd T aag=ia | SRuTE Smma| sfor
TSI TSl | SR Tehes || (T4 4.166)

/ A Great man's life consists in his contribution to the
world of thoughts.... As a Philosopher and a mystic Professor
Ranade s far above the common run of men. But we can peep

into his personality as a teacher and there is so much to learn
from his method of study and writing.

- B.R. Kulkarni
"Professor R.D. Ranade
as a Teacher and an Author"

L
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Golden Jubilee of World Conference

WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE
(Reprint : an article written by Prof. B.R. Kulkarni)

(Prof. B.R. Kulkarni represented India)

Religion is a potent force, a driving power making us a good life. It is
not merely an aspect of life. It influences all our activities introducing
order and harmony in our manifold activities and directing them to a single
goal, As such it has its own social responsibilities; and the heads of various
religions can not remain averse to world wide changes. They have arole to
play - an important role for that matter-for contributing to the promotion of
peace in the world.

The World Conference on Religion and Peace was held in Kyoto,
Japan, from 16th October to 21st October when about three hundred
delegates from all over the World assembled to examine the sanctions of
their religions which would promote world peace. Generally speech-
making was not encouraged. The conference divided itself into workshops
for discussing Disarmament, Development and Human Rights. There were
also five panels set up to examine Education for Peace, Communications
for Peace. Legislation for Peace, Direct Action for Peace and Inter-
religious Co-operation for Peace.

Meetings were held in the majestic International Conference Hall,
Kyoto. The Plenary session was inaugurated by Dr R. R. Diwakar, acting
Chairman. Prayer service of every religion was held during the six days of
the conference.

The workshop exhaustively discussed their problems and their
iwreports were presented to the conference for adoption. The following
wesolutions were unanimously passed :

As religionists believing in ethical and spiritual values and conscious
of our responsibilities to our fellow-beings we note that there is a spiraling
airms race which is sure to lead to the destruction of human race and
ttherefore
1) We urge the governments of the world to undertake measures

required to bring about total disarmament. The Governments should

promote their own ideologies with only fair and peaceful means.
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2) The wealth produced by man should be used for the good of humanity.
In liberating man from poverty, ignorance, war and other forms of
oppression no people should impose on others their own preferred
model. There should be scope for free development.

3) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights represents the ideals to
which all religions and nations subscribe. We should not hesitate to
denounce fearlessly brutality and violations of the laws of humanity.
The real purpose of the conference will be served only if the work 18

continued 1in all nations. For this, a follow-up committee was instituted

which made its report in three parts : i) Programme, i1) Organisation and

Personnel and 1i11) Budget. The general plan was to establish an

international office with branches in different nations to promote the cause

of peace with justice. The objective was, to organise inter-reiigious
dialogues on peace between heads of different religions.

The message of the conference was: Because of the conviction of
dignity and sacredness of the individual person, unity and equality of
human beings overriding power of love and, compassion and the ultimate
victory of good over evil, we believe that a special charge has been given to
religionists to be concerned with all their hearts and minds with peace and
peace making, and to be the servants of Peace.

World Conference on Religion and Peace at Japan
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Prof. B. R. Kulkarni's literary Services

Writings:
(A) English
I. Two Chapters in Prof. R. D. Ranade's book- Pathway to God in
Kannada Literature. (1960)

II. Eight Chapters in Prof. R. D. Ranade's book- Vedanta the
Culmination of Indian Thought. (1970)

1II. Lokamanya Tilak's Metaphysics of Morals. (1973)

IV. Critical and Constructive Aspects of Prof. R. D. Ranade's
Philosophy. (1974)

V. Prof, R. D. Ranade's Contribution to Indian Philosophy. (1985)
VI. Prof. R. D. Ranade as a Teacher and Author. (1986)

VII.'Acosmism', an article contributed to Encyclopaedia Asiana,
Calcutta. (1987)

B) wdt
Contributed 23 articles to Marathi Encyclopaedia of Philosophy
(AUt avaTH TR, Pune (1962-1970)

C) Kannada

I. 'Religion and the Concept of Evil', an article contributed to
Kannada Vishays; Vishva Kosha Hampi. 1996

Il 'Kumarvyasa Vachanamrita' by Prof. B. R. Kulkarni. Published
by Karnataka Gamaka Kala Parishat, Bengaluru. (2007)

2 Edited Works:
A) English
I. The Bhagavadgita and the Bible, 1975 (Lucknow Publishing
House, 37 Cantonment Rd, Lucknow).

II. Studies in Indian Philosophy by Prof R. D. Ranade in 1986, as
also its annotated edition in 1996.

II1. Glimpses of Gurudev Ranade 1990.
IV. Pathway to God in the Vedas,by K. D. Sangoram 1995

V. Gurudev R. D. Ranade, a Glance at his Allahabad University
Days and Other Essays 1997.
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B) Kannada
xneon, % m&osé, 0T 20, A0TWNE XOT,TOH TN VST xo3
BN $e3eRnsD ;2003

C) Kannada-Marathi-Hindi
b, TONT VLTS [T ToR, AT BTN ;2003

Compiled Works:
A) English
Essays and Reflections by Prof. R. D. Ranade (1964)
B) Marathi
2 v e, (ofireed TS It fofaesean weremT) 2R¢E
(C) @=pd (In Collaboration)
Alphabetical Index of Shrimad Bhagavata Verses. (2001)
Stray Writings:
I. Articles contributed to various Periodicals and newspapers in
English, Marathi and Kannada.

II. Reviews of more than hundred books in English, Marathi,
Kannada, Hindi and Sanskrit.

Script Writer:
. 3Ny YRG % dg qd-Tecd TAs (&) (1R¢8) Aemg wme,
Documentary Film.

II. The Saint of Nimbargi (English) Colour Documentary Film
(1995.)

Prof. B. R. Kulkami's Articles in Pathway to God

1.
2,
3.
4,
5.
6.
T
8.

Divine Determinism P.114 - 140 - Vol.-  Nov 1966

The problem of Evil operation P.165 - 187 - Vol.-II Nov 1967

Dr. Ranade's Philosophy of Approximation P.199 - 203 - Vol.-III Nov 1963

An Enquiry into the attributes of God P.132 - 140 - Vol.-IV No.l1 Nov.1969

World Conference on Religionand Peace  P.132 - 133 - Vol.-V  No.1Nov.1970
Summum Bonum Shamkara P.77 -81 -Vol.-VII No.2June 1973
Kakasaheb Tulpule P45 -48 - Vol-XXIII No.3 April 1989
Prof R. D. Ranade's'A Confluence of Pl -29 - Vol-XXIV No4 July 1990

Philosophy & Religion’
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Reprint of sclected articles by Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

Dr. Ranade's Philosophy of Approximation

Prof. B. R. Kulkarni, New Delhi

" The religious non - agnostic", Flint observes,' "holds that religious
beliefs ought to have a rational basis whereas a non -religious agnostic
holds that religious beliefs have no rational basis. The former stands for
inevitability of rational proof while the latter's position is logically
unjustifiable. He, - the non-religious agnostic, - has definite anti-religious
or non - religious beliefs; but if he is an agnostic, can those beliefs be taken
to be ultimately tenable ?" The whole discussion can be pinned down to a
very important truth that we should neither be too confident of our
knowledge about God nor hold firmly to anti - religious ideas though
professing to be agnostics. The middle course seems to be that of a
religious agnostic who opposes belief to knowledge and faith to reason. In
so far as we do not have discussive knowledge about God but belicve in his
existence, or in so far as we cannot reason about the ultimate reality but
have a firm faith in it, we are religious agnostics. Religious agnosticism is a
healthy doctrine; it does not question the existence of God; it only
questions the completeness of our knowledge of God. It is as though a
synthesis of the thesis and anti thesis of the two doctrines of religious non-
.agnosticism and non-religious agnosticism.

What is granted to man is only partial knowledge; it is only God who
«can be non-agnostic for he alone can be said to possess all-comprehensive
knowledge, his own knowledge included. This is what divine sclf
cconsciousness means. This is what Arjuna meant when he said : Verily you
atlone know yourself by yourself (Bhagavadgita x.15). God is
ajpprehended by men according to their power of understanding. This
piower of understanding not being perfect, man has to strive towards
peerfection. Thus human self-consciousness has to approximate Divine
seslf-consciousness. As regards knowledge of God, we have to traverse a
path from non-religious agnosticism to religious agnosticism.

1. Agnosticism Pp 463 fT.
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Dr. R. D. Ranade holds the doctrine of approximation not merely in
epistemology; that doctrine runs through the whole of his philosophy. In
epistemology there is approximation to Divine Self-consciousness as
Truth itself; in metaphysics to Divine self -consciousness again as Reality
itself. In both the sciences it is the Divine self - consciousness which is the
goal, it being an epistemological - metaphysical concept. Now in ethics
man being morally imperfect has to strive towards moral perfection.
Attainment of moral perfection as all approximation, is an infinite process.
The same holds good in the realm of religion where the truth is: "not
perfection but progress, not realization but approximation. "

We may try to understand Dr. Ranade's views’ on some of the
epistemological problems. The ordinary process of knowledge involves
three things; the Jiiata, Jiieya and Jiiana. Can the Atman or the ultimate
reality be known by this process? The Atman is not knowable in this
technical meaning of the term knowledge. But this does not mean that it is
only a 'matter of faith'. The unknowability of Atman can be explained from
the 'standpoint of philosophic humility.! Again, how can the Arman be
known if he is the eternal knower? He knows everything but who will
know him ? That Arman is the knower may have further implications: Does
the knower know himself? Can the Atman be split into two, one part of
which is the knower and the other the known? 'This is possible in the case
of the Atman who can dichotomise himself'. He knows himself, He is self-
conscious; nay, self-consciousness alone constitutes the whole reality.
The Atman is an object of mystical realisation. Thus the highest stage in
epistemology is to reach the self -consciousness. This realisation, however
is not an event but a process. The self can not be realised all at once. We
have toreach it by degrees and this is what is meant by approximation.

Dr: Ranade further points out that the Divine Self-consciousness and
not human self-consciousness is the pivot of all existence. It is the peak of
all thought.’

But Divine Self-consciousness is not only the peak of all thought; it is
the peak of all existence as well. The state of knowing the Atman can

2. A Constructive Survey of Upanishadic Philosophy :
3. The Bhagavad Gita as a Philosophy of God realisation Pp 270 - 275, P 192
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hardly be said to be purely epistemological for knowing Brahman is no
less than being Brahman- If reality can be said to be a coherent whole, then
the knower of this coherent whole must be indued in that perfect whole as
an irreplaceable part - for without him the coherent whole would not be
really so. But this stage of perfect coherence is far off from the fragmentary
human experience very much lacking in coherence. Still all human
experience does not exhibit the same degree of coherence. There is a more
or less here; and this doctrine is termed the degrees of reality in
metaphysics. But are there really degrees of reality ? Is relativity the ruling
principle in the theory of existence? It cannot be, for then the 'doctrine
itself will have only a relative value.” There is absolute reality as there is
absolute truth. The degrees of reality are surely the degrees of unreality-
"all sublunary things being emblems of infinite error" or falsehood, - the
Absolute, the emblem of absolute Reality. We have to go from falsehood to
reality, from fragmentary experience to perfect coherence infinitely long
though the process may be.

And in ethics we seek to go from moral imperfection to moral
perfection. For Kant rationality constitutes perfection. We are under a
moral obligation not only to attain to Good Will but also to Holy Will. We
should not be satisfied if we can behave rightly on all occasions; but the
very inclination to do wrong must be eliminated. This according to Kant
involves a striving through infinite time. Apart from the implication of
personal immortality which Kant draws from this assumption, we may
note his assertion that' for a rational but finite being there is possible only a
Progressus ad infinitum from lower to higher grades of moral perfection.”
As we are not purely rational beings but creatures of sensibility it is not
possible that reason should be our sole motive to the exclusion of all
influence of desire. This is why Kant brings in the idca of asymptotic
approximation to the ideal.

Caird has pointed out difficulties in Kant's idea by saying that "if
passion is essentially at variance with the law of reason, then the idea of
continued progress is meaningless; the task of reconciling the absolute
opposites cannot even be begun. On the other hand, if there is no essential

4. Dr. R.D. Ranade : Pholosophical and other Essays Part I P.108.
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difference, the infinite progress is unnecessary. Moral life can never have
the form of movement towards an external end such that all stages have
value only with reference to the ideal."® Caird's constructive suggestion is :
"The principle of morality is universal and contains in it an exhaustless
spring of life. The faith in the infinite power of goodness is a faith which
springs up in the mind of the good man naturally and spontaneously." Thus
the moral ideal is not outside the man but inside him. God resides in the
heart of every being, says the Bhagavdgita (xviii. 61). But the eternal
principle is not equally manifest in all beings and for that, moral striving is
necessary. Effort on our part is thus a necessary condition of attaining to
perfection though not a sufficient condition. It is not sufficient because,
self effort alone will not take a man to perfection unless his efforts are
crowned by God's Grace which will be the sufficient condition. As man
ascends by his efforts, God's Grace descends on him; and thus there is a
reciprocal causation between the necessary and sufficient conditions of

man's attainment of the ideal, the two together culminating in his union
with God.

Till, can we say that God's Grace is only a sufficient condition and not

a necessary condition? Does it mean that God's Grace is sufficient to

endow moral perfection on man but that he can attain to it by other ways

also? Saying so would be putting limitations on Grace. For what other

things are necessary when Grace is there? Grace is all-powerful,

recognises no law of causality and is showered at His Will. Effort on man's
part seems to be only a superfluous, never a sufficient, not even a necessary
condition of perfection. But there lurks a danger in such a supposition. It is
enough to make man relax and be lethargic. As Shankara points out in
another connection, if man's effort is superfluous, man will attain to
salvation without recourse to Sadhana ( commentary on Brahma Sutra II 2-
27). What we want is not a lazy dependence on God's Grace but an active
self-surrender. Hence at least to induce us to the moral end, effort must be
taken as indispensable. Man has to attain to virtues and leave aside vices;
and carry on the work continuously and step by step till his character is

5. Caird - The critical Philosophy of Kant Vol. 11 Pp 272-273
6. The Critical Philosophy of Kant Vol.III Pp 281
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confirmed in virtue In almost each one of his writings Dr: Ranade has
stressed the utter necessity of moral preparation for spiritual life.

The attainment of liberation also is a gradual process. We can attain to
illumination even in this life provided there are no obstacles, says the
Brahma Sutra (111 4.51). But if the impediments are present, liberation
may not come about immediately. Vamadeva, it is said, passed an initial
life and then got illumination while in the womb of his mother. The Gita
also speaks of liberation being a matter of number of lives. Even when
Jivan-miikti is attained, the saint may take some time to be completely
merged in Brahman. We can not do better than quote Dr: Ranade in the
original: "There might be limitations of body and mind so long as the saint
subsists on earth, and hence we can never fully identify the Saint with God.
On the other hand, when the Saint has left off his body, there is nothing to
prevent his spirit from merging into the highest spirit."’
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Summum Bonum in Samkara

(This article is a reprint as an example of Prof. B.R. Kulkarni's writings)

Prof. B. R. Kulkarni

Samkara is no mundane luminary, to use a phrase from Jean Paul,
but the whole solar system shining at once. We have in him a splendid
specimen of philosophy and mysticism. He is one of the greatest
intellectuals who combines in himself poetic melody, philosophic
profundity and mystical heights. As his commentaries on the three
foundational texts bear eloquent testimony to his rigorous logic and
heights of thinking, his devotional compositions reveal how great an
emotionalist he was and how all his emotions were purified and
consecrated to the service of God. When we steady this monistic-
devotionalistic philosopher, we would see how Advaita Bhakti is no longer
contradiction, in terms, but remains a truism; and devotionalism can go
hand in hand with monism.

The main tenents of Samkara's philosophy are that the absolute or
Brahman is the only reality, that there is no difference within it or without
it, that the multiplicity that we see is only an appearance on the Adhisthana
of Brahman and the self rid of nescience or Avidya is identical with the
Brahman. With this identical philosophy, the Summum-Bonum would be
being identical with Brahman: Brahma bhavasca moksah. It is the Parama
Nihsreyas or Parama Purusartha. For him who sees Atman every where
what difference can ever remain, asks the absolutist. Philosophers may
fight among themselves, but a mystic who has attained to a unitive
experience fights with none.

Samkara holds that all the Upanisads proclaim that final release
results from Jiana or knowledge : Jiianad moksa iti, sarvopanisadam
siddhantah. The Bhagavad Gita, he finds, also teaches the same thing.
Tasmad Gitasu Kevaladeva Jianad moksa-praptih na karma - samuccitat;
only by Jiigna one gets liberation and not by a combination or synthesis, of
actions. The same idea is reiterated in his commentary on the Brahma
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Sutras. Sadyomukti Karanam atma Jiianam : Knowledge of self leads to
instantaneous liberation. Here we should note that Jiiana does not mean
verbal knowledge or even intellectual conviction, but Jiigna is mystical
realisation of self as self. Jiiana is spiritual illumination, as Gurudev
Ranade points out. It is abiding in one's own form. Jiigna is direct and
intuitive experience and is termed Saksarkara, Prof. Hiriyanna says:
When once Jiiana arises, it does of itself dispel Ajiiana and the
simultaneous revelation of spirit in all its splendour is Moksa. In Platonic
fashion, we can say that when one has the vision of the Sun of Reality one
becomes automatically free from the play of shadows. The ultimate
Reality is only Prakasa no Chaya lingers there.

Self-realisation can be experienced in this life. Of the three types of
liberation we come across in the Brahmasiitras, Badari advocates
Kramamukti or progressive liberation, and Jaimini Videhamukti or
liberation after death while Badarayana upholds Jivan-mukti or liberation
here and now. To SamKkara liberation is not hypothetical, something to be
achieved hereafter but a veritable reality to be realised during this very life.

Samkara futher points out that those who worship qualified
Brahman are blessed with worldly power and freedom from sins.

It must be made clear that Moksa, according to Samkara, is not a
state to be newly attained. But it is the very nature of the self or Atman,
'"Thou art pure, thou art enlightened and thou art collyrium-less' is the
lullaby of Madalasa which we read in the Bhagavata. (‘Suddho' si,
Buddho' si' Niraniatno' si). Moksa consists in the realisation of our innate
nature which is concealed because of our ignorance or Avidya. '‘Back to our
‘original nature' should be the motto of every Sadhaka. All that is necessary
is to remove the veil of ignorance so that the self shines in its own native
llight. And this is the justification for the enjoining of the moral and the
sspiritual discipline, namely for the removal of nescience to that the self
abides in its own nature. Thus it is only in a metaphorical way that we speak
of'the selfattaining to Moksa.

The Jivanmukta, Prof. Hiriyanna says, has two phases. [t is Samadhi
or mystical union with Brahman or it is Wutthana or reversion of
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mundane life. When the saint comes back from the Samadhic hei ghts to the
common life, he is no longer under the spell of the worldly attraction. We
find a parallel to this in Plato and Aristotle when they hold that
contemplative life is the supreme felicity for man because in such a life
man lives the life of God. But such an ideal sage can not live for himself.
He has to come out and work for social good. Both Plato andAristotle
prescribe social duty for an enlightened person for the welfare of fellow
beings.

The released soul is beyond all pairs of opposites (dvandvatita). He is
equanimous (sthitaprajiia). When one visualises unity of spirit every
where what grief or what infatuation can there ever be for one? He who
sees all beings in Himself and Himself in all beings dislikes none. He loves
others as he loves himself because the same divine principle he visualises
in others as in himself. Here we have the dictum of 'Love Thy Neighbour'
not only in its social colouring but in the spiritual sense as well, because the
saint sees every one as the manifestation of divinity and as much cherishes
love and respect for all. What better enunciation of 'Love Thy Neighbour'
can we have than the one in the Bhagavad Gita : He who loves all as
himself in pleasure and in pain-he is considered, O Arjuna! as the perfect
Yogin (V1. 32)

Usually Samkara is charged with preaching quietism as he
advocates contemplation as against action. But a life of contemplation is
not quietism. It is the very opposite of it. Let every Sadhaka search his own

mind when he is contemplating. What an enormous effort he has to make to
control the mind and to make it tranquil. Every moment his mind is almost
bombarded by an inrush of ideas and his meditation is disturbed. And a
great effort ensues to drive away the evil ideas from the mind and fill it with
the name of God. So a life of contemplation is an incessant, intense and
internal activity. When Samkara advocates Karmasanyasa we should

understand by that term renunciation of the fruit of action and not action
itself.

Aticklish question is many times raised. A Jivanmukta, it is objected,
becomes super-moral. He is beyond good and evil. He becomes averse to
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moral considerations and loses sight of values. But this charge is baseless.
A Jivanmukita, on the contrary, is an embodiment of the highest virtuous
life. To attain to moral development he need make no conscious effort. As
he reveals the moral ideal through every one of his acts, he becomes the
embodiment of the moral standard to others. His sweet will forms the
moral code, says Jyaneswara. Here in his case the moral ideal and the
moral standard coalesce. Or as Aristotle says: virtue becomes a permanent
quality of his will, a habit acquired by free activity; whatever he does is
necessarily moral. He is not shaken by external calamities as his mind is
rivetted to the Eternal and the Imperishable. His actions exhibit an exercise
of perfected virtue.

This life of perfected virtue, Kant calls the Bonum Supremum or the
highest good. Happiness should automatically follow such a righteous life,
though aiming at happiness forms no part of the motive of the saint.
Virtuous life plus happiness Kant terms Bonum consummatum or complete
good. A universe where every virtue gets the descrved happiness will be
definitely more valuable than a universe where no happiness accompanies
virtue. This, however, does not mean that happiness determines the worth
of virtue. Happiness or no happiness, virtue alone is intrinsically good and
thus the Bonum supremum. Happiness from Kantian point of view is
morally value-neutral. It gives psychological satisfaction and this extra-
moral element is included in the Bonum consummatum.

When such a perfected mystic leaves off the mortal coil, his spirit
merges in spirit and he does not return : Anavritih Sabdat, anavritih
sabdat.
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Reminiscences of Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

(Reprint of Editorial published in Pathway to God
Vol xxxx, No.4, July-Sep.2005)

4 Condolence )
Prof. B. R. Kulkarni

The demise of Prof. B. R. Kulkami occurred on 7th of June
2005 at Sholapur. He was 80 years old.

Prof B. R. Kulkami was a student and devout disciple of
Gurudev Ranade. He got his M. A. (Philosophy) from Allahabad
University, also did his LLB and was fortunate to come in close
contact with Gurudev Ranade in his student days. He was a
Professor in R. P. D. College at Belgaum in his early career. Later,
he was Vice-Principal in Amolachand College in Yawatmal and
then joined the Bhavan's College at Mumbai. Afterwards Bhavans
sent him to Delhi as a Director of Bhavan's Centre there. He had a
great mastery on English language and had delivered "Lokmanya
Tilak Memorial Lectures" in Pune University. He took great interest
in studying Gurudev's philosophy and publishing the work and
notes of Gurudev which had remained unpublished. He compiled
"Essays and Reflection : Prof. Ranade" which was Published by
Bhavans in 1964. He got "The Evolution of my own thought"
written by Gurudev Ranade republished. The study and publication
of Gurudev Ranade's writings was a valuable work of his life-time.
In 1997, he published his book Gurudev Ranade, a glance at his
Allahabad University days and other Essays. After his retirement,
he settled at Sholapur to be near to Gurudev's Ashram at Nimbal.

His presence will be missed by all devotees of Gurudev
Ranade and aspirants of Realisation through long meditation on
Nam as laid down by Gurudev.

- Editor

- _/

Pathway to God ** é(cf'\ 52 @? e« Qctober-December 2020




Model Reviews of B.R. Kulkarni

(Review published in Bhavan's Journal volume 33, No.5 October 1-15 1986)
Jnaneshwara Vachanamrita : Prof. R.D. Ranade,
Centenary Edition, 1986. Published by
Shri Gurudev Ranade Samadhi Trust.

Reviewed by Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

Jnaneshwara combines in himself heights of philosophy and rare
mystical experiences. His contribution to moral philosophy can hardly be
surpassed: One can dare say that no better book was written on ethics and
mysticism than the Jnaneshwari. These books eminently deserve to be
text-books for philosophy and psychology of religion as well as for
Marathi literature in Universities where the medium of instruction is
Marathi.

He alone can authoritatively comment on the science of mysticism
who has achieved the two-fold objective, viz., actual attainment of God
and a thorough study of philosophy. In Prof. R.D. Ranade who had mastery
over Indian and Western Philosophy and who was a mystic himself, we
find such a combination. These two books give us a philosophy of

mysticism so far as Hindi saints are concerned.
*

Pathway to God in Hindi Literature: Prof. R.D. Ranade; Centenary
Edition, 1986; Published by Shri Gurudev Ranade Samadhi Trust, Nimbal
(R.S.), Dist. Bijapur, Pin-586211; Pp.8+405 Indices; Price Rs.40/-.
Paramartha Sopana: Prof. R.D. Ranade: Edition, 1986: Published by Shri
Gurudev Ranade Samadhi Trust, Nimbal (R.S.), Dist. Bijapur. Pin 586211:

‘Pathway to God in Hindi Literature is veritably a confluence of these
streams of thought, namely, philosophy, mysticism and narration of
incidents from the lives of the great Masters of the spiritual school to which
Prof. Ranade belonged. The book provides a methodology for the
treatment of world mysticism. It is a description of the spiritual journey of
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an aspirant, the broad stages of which are :
I.  Incentivesto Spiritual Life.

II. TheNecessity of Moral Preparation.
II1. The Relation of God to Saints.

IV. The Beginnings of the Pilgrimage.
V. The Highest Ascent

Helplessness in life's experience makes an aspirant turn to God for
succor. Other incentives include fear of old age and death, imbalance
between desert and fruit or consciousness of one's sins. Morality is a pre-
requisite of spiritual life Prof. Ranade's insistence on moral life knows no
compromise. Initiation by a worthy spiritual teacher is an important
landmark heralding the beginning of the journey. Then follows actual
spiritual practice i.e. a devout meditation on the name of God. Such a
unitive contemplation makes the aspirant a recipient of blissful super-
sensuous experiences. We may venture to say that the book is the first of its
kind in giving a philosophical exposition of the teachings of Hindi saints.

To call 'Paramartha Sopana' companion volume of 'Pathway to God
in Hindi Literature' is to underrate its value. It contains all the Padas and
Dohas used in the English exposition, no doubt; but it also includes Prof.
Ranade's original thoughts on rhetorics. Special mention must be made of.
Its examination of the doctrine of Rasas given by noted thinkers and his
own new nine-fold scheme of Rasas which not only includes Bhakti as an
independent Rasa but also establishes its rightful place as the chiefest
Rasa. The Pharata uakya of the volume is a verse addressed to Shri Rama
by Guha. It exemplifies Anyonya Alankara. Guha claims that he has
fulfilled his part of the duty towards Rama by taking him across the ocean
of worldly existence. Guha put in his efforts and Shri Rama must shower
His grace. This verse proclaims Gurudev's message that in matters
spiritual, what is needed is a combination of self-effort and grace.
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Glimpses of Letters and Photos of Prof B.R. Kulkarni

Letter by Gurudeo Dr. Ranade to B.R. Kulkarni

Nimbal
8.1.1957

My dear B.R.,

I had not thought that I would be obliged to trouble you again so soon,
but Krishnarao is coming here for going to Nimbargi on coming Sunday,
and I think it would be excellent if you could also come here for a couple of
days. We shall have to do the following two things :-

(1) You have already got typed the first three lectures after all three of
us have consulted together. In continuation there are eight more lectures
which yourself and Krishnarao have seen but which I have not seen. You
two have not yet discussed the points of reference in them with me. So this
is most urgent in order to enable you to get those eight lectures typed at
Belgaum. When you come here, Krishnarao and you should sit together
and ask me the points of reference to be omitted, retained or supplemented.

(2) The three recent lectures which were delivered at Dharwar have
now been typed by Mr. Shintre. Neither Krishnarao nor you have scen
them. You should, therefore, kindly arrange to take over the three lectures
to Dharwar and Belgaum and consult together, and let me know the points
of reference in them to my Allahabad address, because I may be
proceeding to Allahabad in a short time. After seeing them I shall get them
typed either at Allahabad or Belgaum, so that on the whole up till now 3 + 8
+ 3 = 14 lectures would have been semi finally typed. Six more lectures
remain but they are yet to be delivered. When you come here on Sunday,
there is a holiday on Monday, Krishnarao and you sit together and tell me
the points of the 8 lectures above referred to before you return to Belgaum
and Dharwar.

I hope your family and you are doing well.

Yours affectionately,
R.D.Ranade

P.S. When you come here on Sunday, please bring with you all the
books in which Sri Aurobindo or others have discussed Physical
immortality or earthly Immortality.

R.D.Ranade

Prof. B. R. Kulkarni

* %k %k
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Photos of Yester Years

Dr. B.R. Modak, Shri M.S. Deshpande, Dr. S.L. Bhairappa,
Dr. V.W. Karambelkar, Dr. T.G. Kalghatgi, President,
Dr. S.G. Mudgal, Prof. B.R. Kulkarni, Dr. S.R. Talghatti.

Sitting: Shri J.V. Parulekar, Dr.T.G. Kalghatgi, Dr. V.W. Karambelkar,
Shri V.G. Jamkhandji, Shri G.D. Saraff.

Standing: Prof. K.D. Tangod, Shri T.S. Kulkarni, Dr. S.L. Bhairappa, Shri
M.S. Deshpande, Dr. B.R. Modak, Dr. S.G. Mudgal, Prof. B.R.
Kulkarni, Dr. S.R. Talghatti.
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