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Wikiversity Journal of Medicine is 

• An open access journal with no publication 
cost for authors.  

• Started in 2014 

• Currently located in Wikiversity 

• Attracts referenced texts and images by 
means of scientific publishing, which can then 
be used across Wikimedia projects. 

• Also accepts articles that are notable in their 
own right. 



Wikipedia 

• An encyclopedia that anyone can edit. 

• 50% to 70% of physicians use Wikipedia as a 
source for health care information. 
Heilman JM, West AG. Wikipedia and Medicine: Quantifying Readership, Editors, and the Significance of Natural Language. J Med Internet Res 2015;17(3):e62. PMID: 25739399 

 

• Similar rate of errors compared to 
Encyclopædia Britannica.  
Giles, J. (2005). "Internet encyclopaedias go head to head". Nature 438 (7070): 900–1.Bibcode:2005Natur.438..900G. doi:10.1038/438900a.PMID 16355180 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Giles_(reporter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibcode
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2005Natur.438..900G
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038/438900a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PubMed_Identifier
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16355180


Wikipedia issues 

• Biggest issue is lack of information. 
Clauson, K. A; Polen, H. H; Boulos, M. N K.; Dzenowagis, J. H (18 November 2008). "Scope, Completeness, and Accuracy of Drug Information in Wikipedia". Annals of 
Pharmacotherapy 42 (12): 1814–1821. doi:10.1345/aph.1L474. PMID 19017825. 

 

Researchers usually want credit for their work. 

- More than a mention in the “history” tab. 

 

•  Particularly a shortage of images.  
- Can not simply use any image on the Internet 
due to copyright.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://dx.doi.org/10.1345/aph.1L474
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PubMed_Identifier
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19017825


Medical imaging 

• Text and diagrams can be created with 

own words and designs 

 

 

 

• X-rays and other 

graphics from medical 

imaging must be copies 

from the original sources 

(very few), 

• or be user uploads (little 

prospects of peer review) 



Example: 

A submitted 

article containing 

images.  

 



 

Images are stored 

in Wikimedia 

Commons, and 

can be used 

across sister 

projects.  

 



Example: 
A review article, 
based on reliable 
sources: 
 



Before                      After  

The text is used to expand 
Wikipedia articles: 



Vast readership of published content. 

Wikipedia is the 7th most visited 

webpage on the Internet. 
"How popular is wikipedia.org?". Alexa Internet. 

^ Alexa Top 500 Global Sites".alexa.com. 

 

Benefit to authors 

http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/wikipedia.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexa_Internet
http://www.alexa.com/topsites


These images now appear in 

articles with a total of 254 808 

readers per month. 



Average of 10 000 to 100 000 readers per month 
for each publication. 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count


Examples of submitted works 

• Case studies (with informed consent) 
Preferably containing images. 

• Reviews, supported by reliable sources 

• Original research - not to be used in Wikipedia 

• Wikipedia content 
– Images 

– Article sections 

– Entire Wikipedia articles 

 

 

 



Publication of Wikipedia content 
 

What you get: 

• Certification of having 
undergone peer review 

• Can be cited in scholarly 
publications with a 
standardized reference 
format: 
Uthman, Ed (2014). "Tubal pregnancy with 
embryo".Wikiversity Journal of Medicine 1 (2). 
doi:10.15347/wjm/2014.007. ISSN 20018762 
 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Tubal_pregnancy_with_embryo
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Tubal_pregnancy_with_embryo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
http://dx.doi.org/10.15347/wjm/2014.007
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Serial_Number
http://worldcat.org/issn/20018762


Submission of work 

Peer review 

The process 

Editorial board 

Publication 



ICMJE recommendations 

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 

• Guidelines for journal structure, peer reviews 
and peer reviewers 
 
www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf 

 

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf


Peer reviewers 

Criteria 

• Have public contact information, or be willing 
to be contacted for verification. 

• Have expertise in medicine 

• Be willing to state any conflicts of interests. 

• Not be part of the editorial board. 
 

Found by searching among authors of articles of 
similar  scope. 

 

 



Peer review example 

 



Editorial board 
Decides what works to include in the journal, based 

largely on peer reviews. 
 

7 persons:  

• 3 from Europe, 3 from America, 1 from Africa. 

• 5 medical doctors, 1 medical student, 1 PhD. 

 



Wiki advantage 

• Authors can write their works directly online. 
Saves lots of editorial work. 

• Editing is restricted when published. 



Model for journals in other fields 

Prospects: Biology, technology etc. 



Contribute 
• Publish an article. Credentials is not 

necessary. 

• Peer reviewing of article submissions. Does 
require expertise in the subject at hand. 

• Help preparing submitted articles  

• Join the editorial board and share your ideas 
about journal management  

• Currently looking for a treasurer 
 

www.wijoumed.org 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine


Split from Wikiversity?  

Possible names. 

• “Wikipedia Journal”? 

• “Wikimedia journal”? 

• “Wiki Journal”?  



Questions? 

 

Facebook: Wikiversity Journal of Medicine 

Twitter: Wijoumed  

 

www.wijoumed.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wikiversity-Journal-of-Medicine/832110790204079
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wikiversity-Journal-of-Medicine/832110790204079
https://twitter.com/Wijoumed
http://www.wijoumed.org/

