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GILBEKT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

High Cormissioncris Court for the Western Pecific,

Held at Trrawe, Cilbert and Ellice I=lands Colouny, on the sixtcenth
day of October, 1944, undcr ihe Pacii‘e Order 4in Council, 1393,

by me David Curtiss Inncs kernlar, Deputy Comnissioncr for the
Western Pacific,

(Sed) D. C. I. Vernhan
Deputy CTorrissioner for the
Wwescern Pacific
Loall INQURY

Vherens there is rcason to believe that the deaths of
the following twenty two persons -

1. Reginald G. Morgen, Wirelecss Operator in the scrvice cof the
Gilbert end Elliice X=3 s Coicny at Tarcwe,

Fasil Clecery, Dispenscr in the service of the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Colony at Terawa.

Isaac R, Hendley, retired liastor Mariner, residing at Terawe.

A. M, licArthur, retired Irader, of Norocuti, Gilbert ond Ellice
Islands Colony,

A. L. Sadd, Missionary, rcsiding ot Reru, Gilbcrt and Ellice
Islands Colony.

A. C. Hecnan, Wirclcss Operatcr in the service cof thc New
4caland Government and Tormerly stctioncd at liaiana, Gilbert
and Ellice Isiends Colony.,

Jo Jo McCarthy, Wireless Operetor in the service of thc New
4scalznd Government and formerly stationed at Abenena, Gilbert
end Ellice Islands Colony.

H. R. C. Hearn, Wircless Opcrator in the service of the New
Zcaland Governrcnt, and fornerly stationed ot Kuries, Gilbert
and Ellice Islends Colouny.

9 As E, HcKennn, Wircless Operator in the service of the New
Zealard Government, »nd forrerly stationcd at Nonouti, Gilbcrt
and Ellice Islands Colony.

10. A, L. Teylor, Wireless Operator in the serviece of the New

sealend Government, and formerly staticned ot Beru, Gilbert
ZL and Ellicc Islands Colony.
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ﬁ « T. C, Murray, Wireless Oncrator in the service of the New
Zealand Government, and fornerly stationed et Beru,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

12, C. A. Pearsall, Wircless Operator in the scrvicc of the New
Zealand Governrent, and forrerly stationed at Tanana,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.,

13. L. B. Speedy, Private (64653), New Zealand Expeditionary
Force, forncrly stetioned at Meisna, Gilbert and Ellice

Islands Colony.,

C. Jo Owen, Private (64606), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
forrerly stationed at liesicna, Gilbert and Ellice Islzsnds

Colony.

H., Howe, Private (64056), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
forrerly stationed at Abemana, Gilbert snd Ellice Islands
Colony.

J Hitcheh, Private (63882), New Zealand Expediticnary
Force, formerly stationed at Abermama, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony,

17. Jones, Private (64485), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
formerly stationed a2t kuria, Giibcrt and Ellice Islands

Colony,

18. A, Ellis, Private (64382), New Zecland Expeditionary Force,
formerly stationed at Kuria, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

19. A. Kilpin, Private (64057), New Zecland Expcditionary
Force, formerly stationed at Nonouti, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.,

20, H, Nichol, Private (64062) Ncw Zealand Expeditiocnary Force,
- formerly stationed at Nonouti, Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colony, .

2l . L. R. Parker, Privete (64005), New Zezlz=nd Expeditionary
IForce, fornerly stationed at Tamana, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colcny,

22, M, McKenzie, Priveote (64022), New Zecaland Expeditionary
Force, forrerly stationed at Tamcna, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colonye

occurred ot Terawa in thc Gilbert Islands Distriet 2nd were brought
about by violence, it is thcrefore lawful for me to hold an
/ Inquiry, under section two of the Death and Fire Inquiries

"“‘H
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Ordinance 1924, into the ceruse of the deaths of the twenty two
persons aforesaid,

(Sgd) D, C. I, Wernhan
Deputy Comnissioner for the
Western Pacific,

List of Witnesses.
Tiriata, Clerk and Interprcter, Tarawa,
Frank Highlond of Tarawa,
Mikaere of Terawa.
Lesliec Copelard of Tarawa,
Ikemawa cf Ocean Island,

Captain O, J. Drennen, Gilbert and Ellice
Defence Forceo

| Ti}iata, Clerk and Interprctcr in the service of the Gilbert
end Ellice Islands Colony, dcposecs on cath as follows: =

On Septcrber 3rd. 1942, the Jgp nese landed at
Betic and occupied it. There were 9bout six shinps. On 17th
September, 1942, I heard from M, Clcery that the Jepasnesc
commander was lotting hiri leave EBetio and go to stay at Abackoro.
On the same day, Pishop Tcrrienne, Rudolph Mullcr and three
Europeans and two Gilbertese boys arraived by a big Japanese ship.
I understand thet they came from Abenama. Nabuti, one of the
Gllbertese boys told mne th;t they came from Abcmama.

Q. Did you sece Bishop Terrienne arrive?

I saw hin, but I did not telk to him., PBoth he and
Rudolph Muller were guarded by o Japanese soldier with a rifle
and bayonct.

On the 23rd. Septerber, 1941 the Japanese who was
rrevicusly working for N.B.K. ¢t Butar ;a”i and was now in chrrge
of the natlve labour under the Jepanese at Petio, asked me to
write 2 letter to Mr, Cleary at Abackoro to come to Betio., Next
dey Lr. Cleary arrived and asked me why he had been sent for. I
told him that I did not know. After he changed his clothecs he
went to lock for Masibusi. Late on the serne day, I heard that
Mr. Clecry, Mr. Mcrgzn and Cantein Hendlcy were taken by the
Japanese to the lunatic cnclosure. About 5¢30 pm. Masibusi
carme to my house, wanting ryself and Chief Kaubure Teurakal to
leave Betio on & Japenesc ship, early ncxt morning, Next morning

/ we left Betio on a big Japenesc ship, accorpanicc by a warship

- ——
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] and one ship cerrying equiprent for listening for submerines.,
When we approached Beru, the warship first came up to anchorage
at full speed and fired two or three shots. The ship on which
we were travelling then anchored. Then we went ashorc on the
1aunch. The tide was too low to take the leaunch into the leagoon.
so the Jepanesc soldicrs jumped into the weter and swam ashore.
They could not find the Europeans on the Governrent station, but
only & few natives. The Jazpanese then went separately to look
for the Europeens., Two soldiers returned to the Government
station with Mr., Sadd, They took hin on bocrd the ship.

Qe Did you sec any Roman Catholic priest?
A, I saw Father Pouvreau in the District Officer's

house, where the Japcnese offlcer was.

Qe How did the Japancse treat Pouvreau?

A I did not sece. From Beru we left for Temana.

When the Jepsnese landed there, they asked the natives where the
Europeans were. The natives told ther: that they werc still 1in
their house. ©n their way down to see the Europeans, I saw three
Europeans walking towards then, The Japcnese took them to the
wircless station. The Eurcpezns packed their clothcs and were
tzken on bozrd the shipe.

Qe Do you know their names?

A, No, twc were in uniforn and the other was wcaring

s lovalave. I heerd thct he wes a wireless operator. The
Jeranese took them on bocrd the ship. Then the ship went to
Tabitcuea. The Japencse lended on the Governrcnt Stetion., They
ansked if any Europeans were thcre. They found theat there were

no Europeans except the Roman Cztholie nissioneries. They wanted
to sec the priest and the Chinese but only seaw onc Chinaren. The
h~d no chance to see the others because aeroplane engines werc
beord end thcy hurried beck to the ship. When we reached the
ship we went to Kuria. There Leslie Copeland, myself, Mr. Sadd
and the three Europeans were shipped to enother ship. 7Then
Leslie 2nd rniyself went cshorc with Japanese soldiers, Other
Jepanese soldiers had aslready landed and werc looking for one
more Eurcpean. Not long aftcr they found him, They took the
three Europeans on board,

Qe Do you know who they werc?
A I do not know thelr nares.

Qe H-d you seen them before?
A No. Two were wearing uniform and the third one was
wearing a lavalave. After that we left for Terawe. When we
rcachcd Terawe, we all went ashore, also thesc Eurcpeans, We
woited beside the Government store and the Burcpeans were teken
awey by Japznese scldiers. When the Japancse soldiers crrived,
they =11 narched tc the Japenese cormander. Masibusi, Leslle

/ Copeland, Fritz Reciher, Tourekai end nyself followed the soldiers.

o ——
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The soldicrs linecd up in front of the Japanese Cormendcr's house.
where I saw all the Europeens whom we had brought., They were
hondeuffed #nd ticd sgainst eoconut trees, Not long after,
Masibusi told Leslie ond myself to be ready for the next trip.
Thet dey wes 30th September, 1942, On 1lst. October Masibusi
celled ne eand we went on board the ship. The ship sailed for
Nonouti. VWhen she reachcd Nonouti, I went ashore with the
soldiers. They asked the natives where 2ll the Europeans had
run awey to on their last visit. They were told that the
Europeans were waiting for then on the Government Station., The
Jepanese found then inside the Native Government. Office. They
celled then and lined then up end questioned themn,

Qe How many Europeans were there?

A, Fcur. I do not know their neres cxcept for Mr,
lecArthur. While they lined up one Japenese cane forwerd and hit
therr hard on the head with his hand and thcy fell down, Three
Japenese officcrs with stripes on their collar were watching,
Then they were all taken on boerd and the ship left for Tarawa.

Qe Did you see any hkormen Catholic nissionaries on the
island?
A. No,

Qe How were these Europeaons dressed?
A A1l except LzcArthur wore uniform. Machirthur wore

wﬁite shirt ond white trousers,

After the ship anchored at Tarawa, we 211 landed.
The Europcans were teken away first. Masibusi and I followed the
tc the Japanese Cormrander's house, The four Europeans were
handcuffed agsinst other trees. The Europeans, whom had been
brought from Beru, Tamana and Kuria, were still there, handcuffed
and tied esgainst the trees. I heard that thcy had becen tied up
for four days, before being teken to the Lunatic Asylum. A few
deys after thet I left Betio tc Bonrikl and steyed there for
two wecks. One day when I was fishing in the lagoon, an U.S.
wership was shooting 2t Betioc fron outside. Two U.S. planes
dropped bombs. Next day I went to Betioc to find out what had
heppened. I first heerd that all the Europeans had been killed,
beceuse one of them ran swey frcn the Lunetic enclosure. 1
hesrd that the Jepenese found him and tcok hin back to the Lunatil
ASYlumi

Qe After sceing the European prisoners =t the
Cormender's housec, did ycu see them again?

A, Yes., I saw ther twice after thet. I think that
I saw the whole lot except Captain Handley and lir. Machrthur.
They were working, carrying gravcel ncer the Post Office.

Qe Whorm did you recognize?
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A. I recognized Lir, 82dd, the three Europeans fron
Terena and the three Europeans from Kuria and the 3 from Noncuti
I could not recognize the others, except Mr. Morgen and Mr.
Clearye.

Qe About how many were there?
he About twenty.

How did the Japenese beheve to the members of the

Sacred Heart Mission? _
A, Sorie of the Japanese Officers were kind to then,

but ncst were not.

.Can.you tell me any instances when they were insultl

Qo
or badly treated by the Japanese,
Ao No, but they took from the missionaries all theilr

food end anything which the Japanese wanted .,

Do you know why the Japaznese killed lir. Sadd and nc

Q.
of the Catholic nissicnaries?
A, I tried to ask Mesibusi why the Europeans were

killed, but he only shruggcd his shoulders.,

Signed by me at Terawa this sixteenth dey of
October 9 194-4 *
(Signed) P. B. TIRIATA,

Before nme
(Signed) D. C. 1. WERNHAM

Deputy Cormissicner for
" the Western Pacific.

Frank Highland, of Terawa deposes on oath as follows: -

My wife and riysclf were on Betio for threc days ,
~» week or two weeks before Betio was shelled for the first time
by a U.,S. ship (or sub) on October 15, 1942, I saw Revercnt
Sadd, one trader, McArthur by namec, two New Zeelanders in uniforr
(shorts and drill jackets with buttons) twc New Zealanders 1n
civilian clothes, Each one had his hands tied behind his back
by several feet of rope, the other end was attached to coconut
treces. This wes in Burns Philips area. The hands of one scldier
were swollcne A Jap went to him and said "Do you want to be
untied a 1ittle?" The New Zeslznder said "no, you tied it tight,
you can lcave it on as it is.," The samec Jap went to McArthur
and asked the saric question. MNMcArthur said, "Yes it 1s too
tight". I and ry wife saw then feed a tin of food and a handful
of rice. The#r hands were untied for this, a guard being with
each nan. My wife and I were sbout two fathoris away at the tinme.
The same evening it rained. The men slept on the grass under the

Ltrees °
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/ The third norning after that we sew then still
tied up, My wife and I were not allowed to go near then.,
Midday that day we saw then locked up in the lunatlc asylun,
Their hands were not tied. We saw Mr. Cleary, Mr, Morgan
and Capt, Handley with them, Mr. Cleary wrote ne a letter, tilec
it to a stone and threw it outside the fence., The letter begge.
rne to help them with sugar if I had any or if not, native
riolasses so after I read that letter the Jap saw ne and rushed
at nre. He tricd to hit ne with a big stick. I Just walked awaj
I put 2 matech to the letter after that. The same afternoon, 1
left Betio and cane over to Eita. I stayed here for a few days
then ny wife and I took back to them some sugar thc Japs had
given ny boy and two bottles of molasses. I threw the sugar
over the fence. Mr. Morgan made signs to me to send a girl we
had with us to go and talk to the guard at the gate of the
enclosure., When the guard was busy with the girl I climbed up
the fence. Mr. Cleary climbed up inside and I gave him the
two bottles ef molasses. EKeverend Sadd saw this and got a tin
of biscuits and threw it over the fence to some young boys with
ne an” told them to keep it., The guerd saw this and chased us
away. We left Betio then.

Three days after the ship shelled Betio, I heard
the news that they the European prisoners had been killed and
went down with sone native boys. I asked the natives working
there where they were killed, They took re two hundred yards
back of the west side of the lunatic asylur: fence. There werc
rnany Japs around sc next morning at nine I went with Constable
Takaua and saw where the bodies were burned in a Babal pit.
Takaua watched and I went in the pit end 1ifted up coconut branc
and corrugated iron. The bodies were 211 partly burnt. I lifte
one body with just an arm burnt and showed it to Takaua, There
were no heads on the bodies. I saw another heap in the pit
and under the iron werc the skulls. When I saw this I dropped
the tin. I then kept watch while Tekaua looked. That is zall
I have to say.

Q. When you saw the bodies, did you atterpt to count

then?
A No. They were covered with corrugated iron and

coconut lecves on top of it.

Signed by me at Tarawa this 18th dey of October, 1944.

(Signed) F. HIGHLALND

Beforc re
(Signed) D, C. I, WERNHAM
Deputy Commissioner for the
/ Western Pacific,
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/Juikaere of Tarawa, Gilbert and Ellicec Islends Colcny, cCcposcs
on oath as follows:-

Wwhen the first United Stztes acrovlenes cere to
Betlou, 1t was ot ebouct 2 o‘clock in the oftcrncon. Two Unitecd
States aeroplancs bonbed Japanesc ships in the port. All
the native labourers rsn on tc the recf. Vhen the two
aeroplznes went sway, the natives retvrned to the place where
the British Covernment scaticn used to be, I was with the
Bishop in his house. Cne of the Jepanesec went to the natives
end told ther that one of the Europcans had esceped fron the
Lunatic Asylun cnclosure, £11 the natives were sent to the
building whicn wes the office of the District Officer., Lfter
that they were sent beck tc their canp, bcceaus2 the Jazpanese
sald that the¢ European had been caught.

Qe Did you rerein with the Bishop or did you go to
the office cof the Disgtricik QOfficer?

L I went wicth the other natives to the office c¢f the
District Officer. |

Q. Did the Jzpanese say whc the European was who had

escaped?

A Nc. The natives 11 went to their carp sznd I went
to the Bislcp's hcuse, Then onc Japencse cere tc us and showed
his swcrd tc us. That sword was covered with blcod. He said
that he had killed the Eurcpeans with his sword.

Q. Did you know who thet Jepanese wns?

Lo I do not knew, but perhaps sore of the natives
night know., He was not a2 soldier, hc used to sit all the time in
the office E

Q. When he canc to the Bishopis house to show his
sword, fror: whet dircction éid he ccre?

Lo He came fron the directicn cf the old netive
villege. He left us end went tc the forrer Tritish Gevernrent
Station, Snortly after § p.rie I went to cut toddy besidc the
Lunatic Asylim, I heerd o lot cf noise 2né@ saw a lot cof

Japenese 1ncide the Lunatic Asylun cneclosure. I wonted to sce
what was heppcning sc¢ I went to the hcusc which was fornerly used
by the natives looxing after the lunatics. %hen I reached the
house I sew the Europeans sitting in a line inside the enclosures
While I lry in that hcusc, thc Europeans being already lined

up, I saw one of the Europgpans, it right heve been Ceptain
Handley, pulled out from the hcusec by the Jzpcnese and pleced in
front of the Europeans,

Q. Vlas he 2live?
Ao He was dead. Vhen hc was placed in frcent of the

4
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Europeans, he was lying down, covered with blood, Then onc
Jananese started to kill the Euvropcans., He cut off the head of
the first European, thcn tac secondy then the third, then I did
not sce eny nore beceuse I fainted. When I ececre to, I saw the
Japenesc carrying the dcad bodies to two pits on the West zide
of the Lunetic enclosurc. I cculd not sce how rany bodies
there were, Vhan I was lying in the house, a Jepanese ¢oolie
ren past and Zelil down closc beside, with a tir #1211 of
European clohes. He put tae tin down in the licuse, and

went back To :2lp to coriy the corpses. I took thc tin of
clothes end went boeck to the Bishop{s housec, I inforneé¢ the
Bishop about ilie dcath of thc Europeans, The clothes were
taken from me by other netives, except for onc¢ pair of shorts
and one shirt,

Qe ~Can you tell the date on which thet happened?
A. I do not rarenber.

Qe AZout how rony Burcpeans did you sce lincd up in
the Lunatic Asyiun Enelouuro?
Ao 1 did not count then. There were more than ten.

Did you rcecgnize the Jepanesc who cut off their

He was the same ran vho cere to show his sword
to the Pishop.

Qe liere the Japanese who killed the Burcpeans
ccolles or soldiers?
A, IThcy were e11 coclics,

Qe Do you know who was the Eurcpean who escaped?
iLe I do not know, tut I heard fron natives thet it
wes Mr., Cleary,

Qo Did you recogn ze any of the Europeans, who were
in the Lunatic enclosure, other then Captain.Handley%

e I icecgnised Mr. Sadd@ and Mr., licLrthur, Before
that day I had secn ifr, Cleary =nd other Euarcvpean prisconers
worxing on ste vharf at Betio., ATter the day on which I saw
the Zuaropcans kiticd, I did not sce any Eurcpeans on Betio
except the Bizhos, Father Visllion 2nd Broiher Conrad, About
two days afterwesds I saw the bodies of iho rurdered Eurcpeans,
but it was difiicuvlt toc see then ericng the ashes, for the
Jepanese had burned then,

Signed by me at Terawa this 18th day of
October 5 1944,

(Signed) HMikaere,
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I certify thet the above statement was
feithfully interpreted by me and re-interpreted to the witness
before his signeture was appended thereto.,

(S8igned) Ernest Milne,

Before nc

(Signed) De Cé I+ Wernhan
Deputy Cormissioncr for
the Western Pacific,

Leslie Copeland of Parawe deposes on cath as follows:-

. The Jrponese landed thelr troops on Betic on
ond. September, 1942. When they landed Besil Cleary stayed
in his house. Then the Japanese took over riy house and
Captain Handley's hcuse, 1 steyed in a small house near the
beach. Every night I went to see Mr, Cleary after dark. Then
he told me that the Japancse were letting him go to stay on
tbaockoro. The next day I saw Mr. Cleary on the beach ready
to leave for Abackoro. That was the last time I saw hin.
The dey aftcr that Tirlata and I went on board the Japanese

ship and left for Beru.

Why h-d you to go on board? '

. The Japanese told Tiriata and nyself to go on
board the ship. The next day, when we were at sea, Kansaki
told us thet we were going to Beru. After two days we
arrived at Beru before 6 a.n. We left the ship at about

7 a.,n. to go ashore in the launche.

.Q_.
A

Qe Was there only cne ship?
bio One destroyer, one like an A,P .C. and one big

cergo ship, When we went ashore the tide was falling but they
still wanted to go ashore. 1 tried to get their launch left
high and dry in thc passage. I did this to glve the wireless
operator ashore nore tine. All the soldiers had to wade agshore.,
When we got ashore the wireless house was on fire, The wireless
operator had cleared off. L flew naotives were on the Governnent
Station, but they tcld the Jepenese that they did not know
where the Wireless Operators weres The natives told Kansakil
that Mr. Sadd and the Roman Catholic Father were at their homese
Kensaki told me tc gco ~head tc tell the Father and Mr. Sadd
thet they rmst weit in theilr houses. When I got to the
Father's house, he was already hiding in the bush. Mr. Sadd
was in his h.use. I told hif that the Jcpanese were on thelr
way. I returned to the Japanese as Kenscki had told me. When
I reached the Fether's place, the Jepenese were there, and the
Fathcr was there. When they had finished talking to the Father
in his hcuse, we went on tc Mr. Sadd's house. When they got
there on the road they sent word to Mr. Sadd to come and see
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them there. Mr, 8add did not come till after the third rmessage
The Jepenese officer could not speak English o~nd Kensaki was
not there. They celled Mr. Sadd o Vireless Operator. I
succeeded at last in telling them that he was a missionary.
Then he scnt Mr. S82dd with one soldier guarcding hin to the
Government Statiocn, We continued toc the lest village in
the licrth and then returned to the Gocvernment Station, We
left Beru 2t about 5 p.n. with Mr. Sadd. We left Beru and
went to Tanana. Jie went ashore zt Tansna early next morning.
ghe three Eurcpeans stayed in their houses waiting for the
apancse,

Qe Do you know their nenes?
/

.o No, beceuse the Jzpsnesc would not let us speak
to then. Ve left Tancna at 2 p.nm. taking the three Europeans
with then,

Q. Who werc these threc Europeans?

A, Iwo were soldiers and one was an Wireless
Orerator. When I reached there, one soldier was in full
uniform, the other was wearing a lavelava. The Jepanese tied
their hands, but in tecn rminutes tire they untied them. The
Japanese told thenm to get rcady and they both left in uniforn
with kit bags. The third European was not in uniform. One

of the soldiers wes called “Mack" by the notives. He was
dark, and very talil and strong. We left Tamena for Tabitcuea.
We went ashcre at Tabiteuea to look for wireless, A native
tcld the Japanese that there was no Wireless Operator or wirele
there, The Jazpanese did not mect any of thc Roman Catholic
rnissionaries there, We left Tabiteuez for Tarewa, but turned
aside to call a% Kuria. We arrived there in the evening and ons
Japanese ship was there before us., We went ashore and ret
Fritz Reiher and Tourakei there., As soon as we gct ashore the
Jepanese fron the Tirst ship returned on board with Tourakai
end Fritz. Fritz and Tourakei +told us thet the Jepanese had
found two of the coast-watchers. In about five ninutes tinme
we followed the Japenese officcr down the rozd to the South,
and the Wireless operator and sone natives came to us., The
Jepenese took hin sbosrd, He had only a white lavealava,

Qe Do ycu kncw his nanc?
J No.,

Q. Do you remermber what he was like?
J A de was thin, and not very tall,

0, Were the natives bringing this European toc the
Japanese?

Lo I could not s2y, as I was a 1little way behind the
Jepanese officer. About half an hour later we went on board
the other ship, where Fritz znd Touraskei were. I did not see
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the Europeans on bosrd.

g. i Were there eny Europeans or nissionaries on
urla

he I did nct see any. Fritz and Tcurekpi did not
rnow theat we were on board till wec reached Betlo. ext
norning we went ashore at Betio with those Europeans, We
were =11 rerched to the house where the Commander of the
Jepencse was, with those seven Europeans. Lfter we had seen
thet, Kr.nsaki told us thet we could go hone anéd Tirlata and

I left. At abcut 4 p.n. the Japanese sent word that they wante
ne again. I went tc the Japancse cormnender's housc, 1 saw
those Europezns lying or sitting on the ground with their
hends tied behind their backs and fixed to coconut palms«

Qe How nony were there?
A

o Once before that there were three, The natives
said that they werc fron Abenena. But on that afternoon there
were only the seven which had arrived on the sane ship as 1
did. The Japanese told me to be ready to leave ageln at once,
Kenscki took us on boerd a ship said by the Japanese toc be the
“Katori kaeru", the sare ship on which we went to Beru. Next
norning we were off the passage at Abalang. The ship anchored
close tc the passage and we went ashore 1n a landing boat.

We slept in Bonriki villege. Next morning we went as far as
the Scuth end, with Japenese scldlers scarching in the bush.,
We returned to the Gevernment Station by boat and slept there
that night. Next day the Jepanese narched to the North., We
gslept at Tckarano village. Next morning the Japanese tried to
get to kibcno, but when we reached the passage the Japanese
officer in corrend changed his nind. We returned on a landing
boat to the Governnent Station. As fer as I can renerber we
left for the ship on the seme day.

Qe g Did the Japanese find any European rissicnaries
there

bhe On the first day Kenseki went to see the Sisters
at thc Catholic seninary with the leader of the Japanese
soldiers. I stayed on the road and did not see any of the
nissionaries, Next norning Kanseki #nd I cycled back to ask
the sisters whether they had any tobacco. When we got there

I hearé one of the Sisters rcport to Kenseki that they had

had a bed tire with Jepenese scldicrs at night. The Japanese
~sked for matches and the Sisters threw the matches down to
then, but the Jepanese wanted the Sisters tc come down tc then.
When we went North, Kensaki znd the leader cf the Japanese saw
the Fethers at Koinawa. I did not see then, but waited with
the other Jepcnese in the nein road,

[fter we left Lbaleng we went to Meiana, arriving
in the rnorning. It was low water and we landed at Tebikerai.
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P - Governrent Steticn. Refore they
reached thcre they had been tolé thet twe of the Coest-
Wetchers were at the Governnent Station and thet one was
hiding in the bush. At the village before the Government
Station, 211 the Jepanese went to the bush to look for that
I'ene Abiut twe hours later they returned from the bush withou
having found hin., B8ornc natives, when I do nct know told
Kensekl that Mecrere knew where the European was., They
questicned the bey who % cn saying that he dié not know
where the Eurcpean wes, They tied his hand and took hinm to
the Governrent Siation. Betweon the village and the Govern-
rent Station cac native, whon I dc¢ not kncw, told Kenseki that
he knew the part cf the isiend wners the coast-watcher was
hiding. Kenscki tcld the Japancse leader anc he sent back
Kenscki with 6 Jepanese the native boy, and riyself, Kensski
end twoe cr three scldiers went on the bcundary of the plece

of land and ryself, the native bcy and two socldiers were on
the other bcundary, Ve went right actoss the island, When

we got there the two Jananese saw o big bush, The two
Japanese pointed thot they were golag to the bush and when we
were nerching there I walke@ on sone cceconitt lecaves and I
stood on top ¢f the 1i@ of the fox-hole withcut knowing 1t,
The Joapenese hecrd the nolse, turned back ond 1ifted the
rubbish up and found the nan there., The Japanese pushed
ryself and the netive aside, and they 211 ran together, They
took hin with them. This nappened abovut six and seven Pell,

We rcached the Governrent Staticn at atout 10 P.lne HMaerere
was still tied up but they let hin locse next riorning. The
twe other Europcans had becn taken on the Governrer: Station
on the evening before, The natives said theat the Wireless
Operater's name was hArthur, and that the man found in the bush
was Lesllie and the other non was Charlie., Between 6 z.m, and
10 ac.n, the Japenese went to scc the Fathers and Sisters, I
saw the Fathers and Sisters on the Government Staticon; I

think thet the Japanese brought then there, We left Maiana

in the afterncon and returned to Tarawa. We reached there in
the evening. Next norning Masibusi told re that I could

leave Betic. I rade uvp ry rind to g0 and see Captain Handley,
Basil Cleary and Mr, Llicrgan. I tried to approach the lunatic
asylun, where they were grored, from the back of the village,
When 1 got closcy, I saw Bxusii Cleary Znside the fenco walking
between two buildings. I +wied to Wiistle softlv because the
guard was on the cdoor, but he did not hear, I wried to thnrow
¢ snall stone, but he ¢id not secc. T stayed about quarter

of an hour, then I returned slowly. I only saw Cleary. The
sare day I left Betio. Thet night I siept at Banraeaba. Then
I left for Abackoro, slept there two nights and went to
Iaboric and deeided to builad ry house there. The sane day a
warship shelled the island., The datc was the 15th October,
1942, The szne night scre natives cene by cance from Betio
and told us that a2ll the Europeans had been killed, On the
29th October, 1942, the Japcnese ordered ne to return to Betio,
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Then Masibusi told me thet 21l thc Europeans who were in prison
had been killed.

0 Fow did the Japenese trcat the members of the
Sccred Heart Mission®
he V.nen the Jepanese were coning fron Buariki to
Lbackoro, thcy always cnlled at the Nissicn Station at Taborloe.
I think %he rensor. was that they wernied to get wine fron Father
Grandgecorge. Czucrally the Jepcnese left tae Missionaries alone
unlaz3 they wisted to go through the Father's gear to get
clothing or fish-line,

Q. Can you tell me anything about lMr. Morgan?

A Be”ore I 1eit for Beru, I saw Mr. liorgan in the
Jepenese Counander’s nouse in tne coracr cf the verandeh, He

wes waving his hend 1o ne. T asked when he was going back to
Bairiki. He repried “Now”, I went to the ship, but when I got
bacg.he was not in Bairiki ané I heerd that he wes in the lunatic
asyiun, '

Signed by re at Tarawva this 19th day
cf Oc tober g 194-4 >

( Signed) Le Ccpeland ®

. Before me (8igned) D, C. I. WERNHAM
' Deputy Corraissioncr for the
Western Pacific,

Ikapawa of Ocean island, Native Clerk 1n the service of the Gilber?
and Ellice Islands Colony, ccpises Cn oath os follcwsi~-

In 1942 I was at Bcru. Jepanese troops lencded
. at ebout 5.30 a.n. cn Beru on the £22th of Septenbcer, 1942, Mr
. illsn L, Tevlor ond Mr, Thomnes C, Lurrey were staticned on Beru
os Wireless Operatcrs. Ca that day M, Teyloer was on weich fron
4 a.,me to 8 a.m. ien the Jepanese ~eorived Tckarara assisted Mr.
Teylor to serd Tie I'€3S5&§eS- 12en the Japanese shelled the islancG.
Mr. Tavior ard Mv, Mu~rov onn away to the bush at Nuka village,
and told Teivzrara TC purn the station as scon &s the Japeanese
lanced.,

How ¢c you know that?

5 Mr ., Tevicr t0LG me, when 1 saw hin afterwards.
The Japcnese londed &3 Tuae covernnent oS42bion, A4bout ten of then
went to the liizs.oun Zuction et RORgOrongOe T sow Mr, Lis Le Sadd
in his house, tu% I did noc speak o hin. Then the Japenese carne
bringing Lesiic Ccoeland with taerle I ren tc Tabicng, 1 never
saw Mr., Sadd again. The capcnese ell recurned te thelr ship in the
evening. Next day (Sandey) I saw Mr, Tevioo and lir., Worray.

They had decided tc escape fron Fema, uoing tnhe London Missionary
Sceiety launch and tne Covernrent whale-boats Thacy sald thet they
would leave at 5 p.ne thet deye. They asked for three natives to

Qe
A




Eviccntiery Document No. 5398, ‘ Pace 15.

go with then and Ccnstable Telkarawsz, L.M.S. Teaeher Tarieta and
Ircta were willing to go with them. I went to Tabieng to ask the
natives to help to cerry the stores to the boats, VWhen I was
there, 2 native arrived-on a bicycle to tcll me that Mr. Taylor
and Mr,., Murray were not going, and to tell me to go to

Rongorongo at cbout 7 pene 1 went there, and they tcld me thet
they were not going beceuse Pastor Iubili would nct let them have
the London Missionary Society launch, and the Nztive Government
refused the Government whale-bcat, because they were frightened

of the Japenese, The natlves saié thet, before he left, the
Jepanese Cormander told then thet the island would be shelled 1if
the natives allowed the Europeans tc leave the island, After
that Mr. Taylor and lMr. lurray stayed at Kongorongo till the
Jepenese returned on the 7th of October, 1942, On that day I
went to Rongorcngo to see Mr, Teylor and Mr. lMurraye. L netive
boy carme frcm the Gevernnment station to say that the Jepanese had
1ended at the Gevernment statlicn and wanted to take Mr. Teylcer

and Mr. Murray. Mr, Taylcr and Mr. Murrey went to meet the
Japenese. They told me not to go with them. 8o I went back, and
they went towards the Governnent station. I never saw them agein,

Qe Did you know the names of any of the other

New Zealenders who were in the Gilbert Islends in 19427
Ao There were only twoc New Zezlanders at Beru,

Mr, Taylor end Mr, Murray. I dc not know the names of any of the
ctherse. :

Signed by me at Terawe this 20th day of October,1944. '

(Signed) IKAMAWA

(Signed) De G5 X WERKNHAM
Deputy Cormissicner for the
Western Pacific,

Before rie

Oliver Jchn Drennan, Ceptain in the Gllbert and Ellice Defence
Furce, and resident at Terawe, deposes on octh as follows:-

I am en Lssistent Distriet Officcr in the
Gilbert Islonds District. According to the records kept in the
office of the District Officcr, Gilbert Islands District, the
following New Zealand personnel were on Ccest=Watching cduty 1n
the Gilbert Islends, et the tinme of the Japanese occupation:-

Lt Little Mrkin:

Operatcr - M.P., McQuinn
Soldiers - Pte B. L. were (64696)
- Pte L. E., He Muller (65006)
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Lt Buteritari:

Operator - J. M. Jones,
Scldiers - J, M, Menzies (3649%)
- M. Menzies,

Lt _Lbzlang.
Operstor - S. Ry Wallace.
Lt Melanas

Operotor = A, C. Heenan
Sclc¢iers - Pte. L. B. Spcedy 264653)
- Pte C. J. Owen (64606)

At Kuria:

Operator - H. ke C, Hearn.
Scldiecrs - K, Jones (6448%)
- R.,A., Ellis (64382)

. Operator - J., J. McCrrthy
Scldiers - Ptc. D. H. Hcwe (640563
- Pte. R, J., Hitchen (63882)

&t _Nenoutd:

Operator - A. E. Mckenna,
, Soldiers - Pte. Co A. Kilpin (64057)
{ - Pte. J. H, Nichol (64062)

L6 Basas

Operetors - A, L, Teylor
- T. C, liurrey,

Lt T-rana:

Operator - C, A. Pcersell
Soldiers - Pte W.L.R,Parker (6400%5)
- Pte R, M. McKenzie (64022),

Signed'by ne 2t Tarcwa tils 20th day of October, 1644,

(S8igned) O. J. Drennen,
Befcre ne -
(Signed) D. C, I Wernhan
Deputy Cormissicner for thce Western Pacific,




were killed by Japenese at Re+io.
. day of October, 1942,

/ (Signed) D.C.I, Wernhan
§. Deputy Cormaiscioner fob
F g, Western Pacif:c,

/ 20tn October, 1944,

I certify that the presents typewritten

fifteen Preceeding pages zare g

. Inquiry held at Terzws on Slhie sltieenth, eighteonth, nineteeanth
2K and twentieih davs of Cetoder, 1944

vider section two of the
Death and Fire Iagquiries Ordinence i924.

on this and the
{™ie copy of the reccrd of an

At Tarawa, Gilbert and El]lice
Islzancgs Colony, this ninreteenth
day of March, 1645,

(Signed) p, c, I. Wernhan
Deputy Commiss? onow for the
Wastern Pacific,




