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I was greatly 1lmpressed on my eleven-day trip across Russia
oy the great numher of soldicrs and officers, usually in new uni-
forms, who crowced the railway stations and trains and were seen
in large numbers on the streets in cvery city and town I visited.
I raturally was cuvrious to krow the size of the Russian army, and
made frequent inguiries of Russian of"icials whom T met, as to the

e lumber of men u.ader arms, I was always given the standard number,
600,000, which Russia supplicd officially to the League of Nations
when the League collected statistics on this subject from all
countriles, It seemed obvious t2 me that this number was a gross
understatem:nt, because the largc numhers of men in new vniforms
indicated that recruiting on a large scale had been going on for
some time., Before I left Tussia the truth was out, An official
statem~nt indicated that the army had hecn expanded to well over
a million men. The expansion was apparent at the November Scventh
Celebration in Red Square, where contingents from the various mili-
-ary branches, including light and giant tanks, wore disclayed.,
The same was true of the aviation corps.

A notable featurc of the celechration in Red Souare was an
ecxhibhlition flight of the gilant vlane named Maxim Gorky, said to
he the largest plane consiracted up to thnat time. The »lane was
cqulivped with a radio and a giant amplifier for disscminating
Government pronaganda. The parade of military forces through
Red Square lasted from 10 o'clock in the morning to late after-
noon, Stalin and memhers of the ecabinot stood bzhind a stone
balcony on the top of Lenints tomb, only thoir heads and shoulders
being visihle from the diplomatic reviewing stand, which was only
about fifty yards distant, I wns told that the Russian infantry
units v 1.°h marched through Red Squarc that day were among the
pest drilled and cquipped soldiers in Rurope of the time. No onc
who obscrved the exhibition covld leave without the impression
that the Rus:zian revolution had taken on a pronounced military
complexion. Trke parade of civilian workers through Red Square
that day was enliven>d by mumcrous caricatures of Germans and
Japanese, The various unions of workers, including women, also

marched with a military precision that indicated widzsspread mili-
tary training,
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In addition to the military development which w2s obvious
on all sides, the country scemzd to hre undergoing a rapid indus-
trialization, and the personal comfort of the peorle was heing
sacrificed to the development of hzavy industry. The orly luxury
article T was able to discover was a cheap hrand of perfume which
seemed to he on sale everywaersz,




