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Extracts from Interrogatibn of

—BAI0, Kenryo (Ex.2238)

27 April 1946 « p, 2

Q.

A.

# % 5 ¥

How long have you known General TOJO?

* a8 s * . ™ "

At one time I was not very close to him, this being the
period when I was a professor at the War College, until

I became spokesman, the reason belng that Maj. Gen. OBATA,
who was the head of the college, was not very close to
T0JO, and, being a member of his staff, I also became the
sSame way,

= * *. %

27 April 1946 - 4

Qe
A.

A.

A.

Did you use your influence to have Gen. TOJO made Premier?
No, that is a mistake, There was nothing like that,

Did you ever talk with senior statesman ABE about his ap=-
pointment, or with HAYASHI, Senjuro? (Q. by Interpreter:

Is he also a senior statesman? A. by Interrogator: They
are both senior statesmen.)

No, however, there is something I would like to explain
wi%h regard to that.

Certainly, go ahead.

The Japanese politicians believe that I influenced ABE
ané HAYASHI in the appointment of TOJO. However, that is
not the truth, The explanation is this: In October of
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A,

A,

1941 Premier KONOYE resigned just at the time when the
United States and Japanese negotiations were critical.
This left the Army in a difficult position. In order to
stabllize the politicel situation, TOJO had thought that
some person like Prince HIGASHIEUﬁI would be the logi-
cal successor. However, since the appointment of a
Prince to that position is not the usual thing, T0JO
felt that his appointment would create more difficulty
than even the international situwation. I was sent by
T0JO to see ABE and HAYASHI to explain this problem.
Following my visit, which the news reporters know of,
there was a meeting of the senior statesmen and the
next day the appointment of TOJO to the position of
Premier was announced. It was in this way that the pub=
lie believed that I had influenced T0JO's selection,
Unfortunately ABE and HAYASHI are from the same Prefec-
ture as myself.

Accepting the story as the truth, I would like to add
the following: When the newspapermen came to me telling
me of the Imperial Decree for TOJO to form a new Cabinet,
I had not known of it nor did I believe it. I told the

newsmen that they must be mistaken.

General, will you please take a sheet of paper and draw a
graph showing the relation of the Military Affairs Bureau
to the War Ministry and to the other Bureaus of the War
Ministry - just a graph or a diagram?

(General SATO drew a chart "Draft of Organization of War
Ministry" which is attached as Exhibit 1,)

Have you shown bn the chart the Prisoners of War Informae-
tion Bureau and the Prisoners of War Management Bureau?
(General SATO made additions to the chart.)

Did all of the other Bureaus here deal directly with the
Vice-Minister of War, or did their matters go through
your Bureau?

They were all able to go directly to the Vice Minister or
Minister. However, when the matter concerned some other
ined liaison with that Bureau concerned.

Bureau they mainta
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27 April 1946 - pp 3 & 4 (oont-i

0. That 1s, your Bureau was the policy making Bureau of the
Ministry. Wasn't that true?

A. Generally speaking, our department handled the policies
of the following: Organization, budget, system, regula-
tions% national defense, military udministration of occu=-

e

pied territories, and finally domestic and foreign affairs
which concerned % Army. -

» # * %* *

29 April 12§§ - Pe 7
* 5 # e %

Q. Weren't you in on the conference at which that matter
was decided?

A.. No, I was not there.

Q. Were you consulted about the matter?
A. No.

* * * # % 5

Q.. We have correspondence from the Commander of the Chinéﬂﬁi-
peditionary Force to the War Minister, asking for advice
concerning the disposition of these riicra.= %fj

A. You have the correspondence? fj;

AN

n,. Yes, I have seen the correspondence and the direction came
from the War Ministry. i A

R i’
1 S
\

A. I am not familiar with the directive, I do not know ough

what channels that directive had been presented.' As far as
I can remember, it did not come through me.: -
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Q. Were you aware of the Imperial Conference which was held
on the 6th day of September 1941% -

A. I do hot recall if there was one on that date, inasmuch
as I did not attend them, but there may have een,

* * ¥ * ® * * *

Q. Were you ever a member of the Supreme War Council?

A. I was not a member. However, I was something like a
Staff Secretary,

m - * #

29 April 1946 - p, 13

0. You felt, did you not, during the fall of 1941 that war
with the United States was inevitable? ‘

A, No.

Q. Didn't you so advise General T0JO?

A. No, I have never told him that, I was always in opposition
to becoming involved in any other war before settling the

China affair. I was in earnest about finishing the China
affair, |

B ¥ * a

29 April 1946 - p.l5

LE » * *

Qs It 1s further stated that normally it was not the duty of
the Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau to order other
Bureau Chiefs, but technically the Chief of the Military
Affairs Bureau was the superior officer to the Chiefs of
Bureaus such as the Prisoners of War Information Bureau.

A. No, the Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau could never
or‘er any other Bureau,

* * #*

£
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Defense Document 1975

Combined Fleet Headquarters submitted the following demands to the

central authoritiese.

(a) Select highly trained air creW‘mem
rce Squadron TO £411 vacancles in the First

bers from poth carriers ,i

of the Fourth Air Fo

and Second Alr Force Squadrons, thereby increasing the number of

-
5 =

number of fighter planes. |
- i

(b) Fill the vacancles in the Fift

trained personnel,experienced in service on carriers, from land air

force units.

concerning the two aboV

. :
e items, there was no other way to i
(b) other than to pull out training officers 1
i
}
,3

supply men for ltem

and enlisted men instructors from the training corpse. The Per=

future air crew personnel. The demands of the Combihed Fleet, )

however, WEIre strong enough to enforce its wishes and 1t was 'i

finally done.
a temporarily

— ™

Harbor Attack was thus acrducted by

6. The Pearl
of tbe ﬁnv"t Air Force Fleet as

organized task force consisting

its maln poly. It was mid Cctoter 1041 when e shifting of

necessary pnrsonnel and the form
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Flcet was completeds Because the

wle uniess rigid training be enforced,

-

"'H:-—l"“—
I b

i1t was necessa.

thought possi

nrpectice schedules until late November. But as the

to carry out Pre

embarkation.date was around the middle of November, 1t 1eft port

without even & month!s training. 4
|

As a result of studies made on the Pearl Herbor Attack |

or' 1f possible, before daybreak, as the time j

Operation, daylipht,
as as the

of attack was desirable. But due to such circumstanc

of alr crew personnel, the accompanying

jnsufficient training

lack of confidence in taking off from the carriers and flying in

rormation, together with navigating wefore daybreak, Were problems

the schedule of the attack SO that 1t

e

e ———

which caused & change in
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Defense Document 1975

uarters submitted the following demands to the

Combined Fleet Headq

central authorities.

(a) Select highly trained air crew members from poth carriers

acancies in the First

of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to fill v
thereby increasing the number of

arly the

and Second Air Force Squadrons,

carrier planes oOn both air force squadrons and particul

number of fighter planes.

(p) Fill the vacancies in the Fifth Air Force Squadron with

trained personnel,experienced in service on carriers, from land air

force units ’

Concerning the two above items,
) other than to pull out training officers

there was no other way %Yo

supply men for item (b

and enlisted men instructors from the training corps. The Per=

sonnel Burcau Naval Aviation Board showed great reluctance to do

this because it would inconvenience the training and supplying of

future air cew personnel., The demands of the Combihed Fleet,

- - i L L
s SR A -~ | 62

however, Wwcre sStrong enough to enforce 1ts wishes and it was

finally done.

6. The Pearl Harbor pttack was thus col
Firet Alr Torce Fleet as

e 4 2 .
T R,

aucted by a temporarily

organized-task force consisting of the

= L ¥ i _
Wy Ve AL @ ST §

41ts main bodly. 1t was mid October 1n5] whea Ge shifting of

and the formation of +he First Ailr Force ;
:

necessary personnel
Fleet was completed. Because the

1yle unless rigiad training be
late November. But as the

ember, it lefd port

Pearl liarbor A+tack was not i3
P

_thought poOSS enforced, it was necessa

; arry out practlce schedules until

e A
- "
@ g T Rl =~ 1 o o B

i embarkation date Was around the middle of Nov

l without even a month's training.
diecs made on the Pearl Harbor Attack

Y B dulF ."I-'I'L -'T _!,.* -r.‘ i
rﬁmﬂ-fiﬁf'"hu

As a result of stu

Operation, daylirht, or if possible, before daybreak, as the time

of attack was desirable. But due to such circumstances as the

the accor:panying

s and flying in

wﬁ‘t:‘* -;‘.; N‘ﬂl';;l:\'mjtj;ﬂ: -'_ ': A -

insufficient training of alr crew personncl,
e in taking off from the carrier

T -
_,"-.J- i

lack of confidenc

navigating before daybrealk, were problems

which caused a change in the schedule of the attack so that it

formation, together with
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Defense Document 1975

Combined Fleet Headquarters submitted the following demands to the

central authorities.

(a) Select highly trained air crew members from both carriers

of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to fill vacancies in the First

and Second Alr Force Squadrons, thereby increasing the number of

both air force squadrons and particularly the

carrier plancs on

number of fighter planesS.

(p) Fill the vacancies in the Fifth Air Force squadron with

trained personnsl,experienced in service on carrlcrs, from land air

soree units.

Concerning the TWO above 1tems, there was no other way to

supply men for 1tem (b) other than to pull out training officers

and enlisted men instructors from the treining corps. Ihe Per=-

gfeat reluctance tO do

sonnel Burcau Naval Aviation Board showed

ould inconvenience +he training and supplying of

The demands of the Combihed Fleet,

this because it W

future air coev personnel.

however, WCre strong enough to enforce 1ts wishes and it was

finally done.

B The Pearl Harbor Attack was Thus conaucted by a temporarily

organized task fprce,consisting of *he First Air Force Fleet as
1941 when e shifting of

- -

-

rpation oi the First Alr Force

necause the Pearl liarbor Attack wWas not

e enforced, it Was necessa’

Flcet was completieds
sible unless rigid training b

thought pOS
ca schedules until 1ate November. But as the

to earry ous nractl

embarkation d=te Was around the middle of November, 1t jeft port

L]

without even A4 month's tralning.

sult of studies made on the Peerl Haxbor Attack

or if possible,before'daybreak,as the time

As a Tre€

Operation, daylirht,

of attack was desirable. But due to such circumstances as the

air crew personncl, the acconpanying

jpnsufficient training of
rom the carriers and flying in

lack of confidence in taking off f

formation, TOEE

which caused & change in the schedule of the

|
|
1
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Defense Document 1975

Combined Fleet Headquarters submitted the following demands to the

central authorities. |

{ (d). Select highly trained air crew members from both carriers
of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to fill vacancies in the First g
and Second Air Force Squadrons, thereby increasing the number of %

carrier planes on both air force squadrons and particularly the

| number of fighter planes.
L (b) Fill the vacancies in the Fifth Air Force Squadron with

trained personnel, experienced in service on cérriers, from land air
r force units.
" Concerning the two above items, there was no other way to

sﬁpply men for item (b) other than to pull out training officers
The Per=

--—l-‘h_w, T R R o=

and enlisted men instructors from the training corps.

s T

connel Burcau Naval Aviation Board showed great reluctance to do

this becanse it would inconvenience the training and supplying of
The demands of the Combihed Fleet,

- e TPl SN

| future air crew personnel.
I

however, wcre strong enough to enforce its wishes and it was |
| 4

finally done. '
The Pearl Harbor Attack was thus couducted by a temporarily ;

6,

organized task force consisting of the First Air Force Fleet as

its main boly. It was mid October . 1) when oie shifting of

necessary'personnel and the formatica of the First Alr Force

Floet was completed. Because the Pearl Iiarbor Attack was not j

thought possible unless rigid training be enforced, it was necessa |
to carry out practice schedules until late November. But as the 'j

embarkation date was around the middle of November, it left port

without even a month's tralning,
As a result of studies made on the Pearl Harbop Attack

Operation, daylirht, or if possible, before daybreak, as the time -

of attack was desirable. But due to such circumstances as'the

1nsufficient training of air crew personncl, the accoupanying

lack of confidence in taking off from the carriers and flying 1in

'-}'t;"'.-.i..-."" A

formation, together with navigating before daybreak, were_prpblems
which caused a change 1in the schedule of the attack so that it |
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Defense Document 1975

combined Fleet Headquarters subtmitted the following demands to the

central authorities.
(a) Select highly trained air crew members from both car

of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to

riers

£111 vacancies in the First

eby increasing the number of

and Second Air Force Squadrons, ther
ns and particularly the

carrier planes on both air force squadro

number of fighter planes.

(b) Fill the vacancies in the Fifth Air Force Squadron with

perienced in service on carriers, from land air

trained personnel, eX

foree units.

Concerning the two above items,
other than to pull out training officers

there was no other way to

supply men for item (b)

and enlisted men instructors from the training corps. The Per-

sonnel Burcau Naval Aviation Board showed great reluctance to do

this because it would inconvenience the training and supplying of

future air crew personnel. The demands of the Comzihed Fleet,

strong enough to enforce its wishes and 1t was

however, WCEIe

finally done.

6. The Pearl Harbor At ted by a temporarily

tack was thus c ol

organized task force consisting of +hae First Alr Force Fleet as

1ts main boly. It was mid Octorer 19+l when zhe shifting of

nd the formatlon or the Firest Alr Force

necessary personnel a

Flcet was comnleted. Decause +11e Fearl uarbor Attack was not

anless rigld training be enforced, 1

thought possible
iece schedules until late November. But as the

to carry out pracil
embarkation date was around the middle of November, 1t left port:

without even A month's training.

wnesult of studies made on the Pearl Harbor Attack

vefore daybreezk, as the time
es as the

As a
rht, or 1if possible,

But due to such circumstanc
the accompanying

Operation, dayli

of attack was desirabic.
rew personncl,

insﬁfficient training of alr ¢
the carriers and flying in

lack of confldence in taking off from
together with navigating before day
in the schedule of the attack

o Yo

formation,
so that 1t

which caused a change

+ was necessar

break, were problems
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Defense Document 1975

sporadic.

It was the northeastern monsoon period and we knew that the
alrcraft carriers AKAGI, SOﬁYU and HIRYU, as well as the destroyers,
would not have sufficient cruising range if refueling en route was
impossible due to the strong winds and high waves. As for refuel-
ing destroyers on the high seas, we had had considerable training
and experience and in the évent refuelihg was impossible, these
ships could turn back and the operation be carried on by cruilsers
and heavier type ships.,

The problem was different in regard to aircraft carriers., If

three out of six participating were omitted, the operation could |

not be performed. Consequently, after many studles were made, it
was declded to carry fuel =van in the double bottomed sections gnA
stacking fuel drums outside the storage rooms; Then, in case re-
fueling was impossible, these ships would be able to return to a
point at 160° east longitude.

However, loading fuel into 'the double bottomed sections of
the aircraft carrieriaKAGI and also the reserve fuel tanks was
prohibited by naval regulations considering the strength of the
ship's structure. I+therefore entered into negotiations with
proper officials, attempting to neutralize this naval regulation,
but achieved no success., Whsreupon the Commander in Chief of the
Fleet was forced to take full responsibility regarding the possi-
bility of an accident occurring and the decision was made to lcad
fuel in the reserve fuel tanks and double bottom sections, although
not in compliance with regulations,

The Task Force whichlﬁg; temporarily organized for the Pearl
Harbbr Attack was to embark from their port either alone or in
small groups around 15 November 1941 in accordance with Combined
Fleet Fradquarters orders, and rendezvous at Tankan Bay by 22
November., /fter refueling, the Task Force left the bay a2t 72600
hours 26 November to the next stand=by point at 42° nortia lati-
tude, 170° west longitude.

During this operation, there were two important problems which
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Defense Document 19?5

sporadic.,

_It was the northeastern monsoon period and we knew that the

would not have sufficient cruising range if refueling en route was
impossible due to the strong winds and high waves. As for refuel-
ing destroyers on the high sees, we had had considerable training
and experience and in the event refuelihg was impossible, these
ships could turn back and the operation be carried on by crulsers
| ~and heavier type ships. |

The problem was different in'regard to aircraft carriers. it
three out of six participating were omitted, the operation could
not be performed. Consequently, after many studies were made, it
was decided to carry fael 2ven in the douvle bottomed sections an’
stacking fuel drums outside the storage I'OOMS 4 Then, in case re-

fueling was impossible, these ships would be able to return to a

point at 160° east longitude.

Howevzr, loading fuel into the double bottomed sections cf
the aircraft carrier AKAGI and also the reserve fuel tanks was
prohibited by naval regulations considering the strength of the
ship's structure. I therefore entered into negotiations with
proper officials, attempting to neutralize this naval regulation,
| but achieved no success., Whareupon the Commander in Chief of the
Fleet was forced to take full responsibility regarding the possi-
bility of an accident occurring and the decision was made to lcad
fuel in the reserve fuel tanks and double bottom sections, although
not in compliance with regulations.,

The Task Force which was temporarily organized for the Pearl

marbor Attack was to embark from their port either alone or iu

small groups around 15 November 1941 in accordance with Combined
Fleet Pradquarters orders, and rendezvous at Tankan Bay by 22

* November. /fter refueling, the Task Force left the bay a® 0600
hours 26 November to the next stand=-by point at 42° north lati-

E- tude, 170° west longitude.

During this operation, there were two important problems which

5

_aircraft carriers AKAGI, SORYU and HIRYU, as well as the destroyers,
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Combined Fleet Headquarters submitted the following demands to the

central authoritiese.
(a) Select highly t
of the Fourth Alir Force Squadro

rained alr crew members from. both carriers ':

n to fill vacancles in the First

thereby increasing the number of

and Second Air Force Squndrons,
and panticularly pne

carrier planes on both air force squadrons

number of fighter planes.
ancies in the’ Fifth Air Force Squad

from land air

ron with

(p) Fill the vac

trained personnel,experienced in service on carriers,

force units.

Concerning the two above items,
than to pull out training officers

The Per=

there was no other way 1o

n for item (pb) cther

. supply me
n instructors fron the training cOI'PS.

and enlisted me
tion Board showed great reluctance to do

sennel Burcau Naval Avia
ence the training and supplying of

would inconveni
The demands of the Combihed Fleet, :

enforce 1ts wishes and it was

this because it
future air crevw personnel.

however, were strong enough to

finally done.
64 The Pearl Herbor

Attack was thus corducted py & temporarily

ng of the_Firet Air Force Fleet as

1t was mid October T04) wihea tae shifting of

*ion of the First Air Force

organized task force consisti

its main boﬁy.
personnel and the forna:

necessary
Because the Pearl larbor AT

tack wes not

Flecet was completed.
was necessa’

thought poes*ble unless rigid training be enforced, 1t

e vchedules until 1ate November .
-

dle of November, 1T left port '

to carry out practic But as the

embarkation date was around the mid

without even a month's training.

of studies made on the Pearl Harbor Attack

vefore daybreak, as the time

! E . ! "
e R R i -
o § i - . €

As a result
or if possible,

Operation, daylirht,
to such circumstances as the ‘

of attack was desirable. " But dne

alr crew personnecl, the accon:panying

nsufficient training of
o carriers and flying in

1ack of confidence in taking off from th

ether with navigating befege dayb

formation, tOg
Ee attack so that it

e in the schedule of’

which caused a chang
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