HEADQUARTERS

U., S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCOQ

INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS 465) Place: Tokye
(NAV NO 107) Date: 7 November 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division
Subject: Submarine Attacks on Japanese Cenvoys,
Personnel interrogested and beckground of eachs

Commander SHIBATA, Otokichi, I.J.N. Staff Officer of 8th
Escort Convoy and lst Escort Fleet.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building.

Interrogator: Ceptain Steadman Teller, U.S.N,

Interpreter: Nano

Allied Officers Present: Captain C. Shands, U,S.N,
SUMMARY

Two successful submarine attecks on Jananese convays
are described,
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TRANSCRIPT

Transcript of interrogation of (Commander SHIRATA, Otokichi, IJN.)
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Qe Describe your personal experiences with U, S, submarine
attacks on convoys,

A, I was staff officer far Rear Admiral SATO, Commander B8th
Escert Convoy, During the first 10 dsys of June, 1944 in
approximete position Latitude 19° North Longitude 120° East sur

, Ganvey cenaslstine of 15 or 16 ships, 5 escorts and the
escort carrier TalYO wes on a southerly course, Just efter
sunrise we recelved a torvedo attack from 2 submerine on ths
port beam, One torpedo passed through the formetion struck
and damaged a new 10,000 ton tenker, the last ship in the
starbnard column, The tanker was 2ble to proceed under its
own power tn MANILA where it received temporery repairs then

returned to JAPAN, Two escorts esttacked this submerine for- |
three hours with unknown results,

In mid July, 1944, 2 north bound convoy from MANILA to
JAPAN was in position Latitude 16°25% North Longitude
117°20! Esst, The convoy consisted of 9 ships in_three
columns, 5 or 6 escorts snd the carrier TAIYO, At =bout
mid-night the 10,000 ton tenker OTORIZAN MARU, second ship
in center column, was torpedo, She was loaded with aviation
gesoline and immedietely cought fire, sinking leter as 2
result, At the seme time the liading ship in sterbeard
column, a 8,000 or 9,000 ton freighter, was hit 2nd
stopped dead in the weter, aAbout one hour later the lead-
ing ship in port column, the 10,000 ton freighter KIYOKaW:
MaRU wes ettecked and demaged by a torpedo but was able

to procded under her own power., Onec escort was left to
guerd the freighter which was stopped but 2t 1500 the

next dey enother submerine atteclk sank this freighter,

Hefer to plate ¥1 for action diagrams,
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Trenscript »f interrngetion of (Commender SHIBATA, Otnkichi, IJN. )
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Submarine attsck which occured between 1 and 10 June, 19+4
just 2fter sunrise in avproximate position 19° North 120" Zast.
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Midnight submarine atteck »n north bound convoy 1n mid-July,
1944, in approximete positi-n 16°-25' North, 1177 - 20 Keas?d,
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