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O c t o b e r ,  19 24

EDITORIAL

B o r d e r  to w n s ,  b o r d e r  c o m m u n i t ie s ,  b o r d e r  l a n d s  a r e  
a lm o s t  s y n o n y m o u s  w ith  s t r u g g le ,  tu r m o i l ,  w a r .  T h i s  is 
s t i l l  m o re  e m p h a s i s e d  if  th e  b o u n d a r y  b e  t h a t  b e tw e e n  

r a c e s  d i f f e r in g  w id e ly  in  c u l tu r e ,  t r a d i -  
O U R  B O R D E R - t io n  a n d  te m p e r m e n t ,  a s  d o  C h in a  a n d  

LA N D . T ib e t .  .A c c o rd in g ly  a  w id e  a r e a ,  f o r m ­
in g  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  w e s te r n  f r o n t i e r  o f  

o u r  p r o v in c e  s e e m s  in  p e r io d ic  flu x . B a c k  a b o u t  th e  y e a r  
1900 , u n d e r  th e  o ld  M a n c h a  r e g im e ,  a l l  s e e m e d  p e a c e  
f o r  a t im e , b u t  th e  d i s tu r b a n c e s  o f  th e  B o x e r  u p h e a v e l ,  
l a t e r  f o u n d  th e i r  w a y  to  th i s  f a r  o ff  r e g io n  a n d  a  w e ll  
k n o w n  A m b a n  w a s  b r u ta l ly  m u r d e r e d  a s  h e  m a d e  h is  
w a y  f r o m  T a t s i e n lu  to  L h a s a .  T h e  T i b e t a n  f o r c e s  s o o n  
c a m e  e a s t w a r d  a n d  a lm o s t  a l l  th e  c o u n t r y  fe l l  in to  t h e i r  
h a n d s .  I t  n a tu r a l l y  to o k  s o m e  t im e  to  a r r a n g e  th e  
c o u n te r  a t t a c k  f ro m  C h in a ,  b u t  e v e n tu a l ly  th e  v e te r a n  
C h a o  E r - f u n g  a r r iv e d  w ith  w e ll t r a i n e d  t r o o p s  a n d  w a s  
e v e r y w h e r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  T o  h is  h o n o r ,  i t  is g e n e r a l ly  
r e p o r te d  th a t ,  h e  n o t  o n ly  t r a n q u i l i z e d  th e  c o u n t r y  o u t 
w a r d ly ,  b u t  th r o u g h  f a i r  d e a l i n g  g a in e d  th e  g o o d  w il l  
a n d  e v e n  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  m a s s e s  o f  th e  p e o p le  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  d i s t r i c t .  H e  h a d  f u r th e r  m a n y  p l a n s  fo r  
th e  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  th e  c o u n t r y , i n v i t e d  im m i g r a ­
t io n ,  a n d  s e c u r in g  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  tw o  s k i l l e d  f o r e ig n  
e n g in e e r s ,  h a d  a  s p l e n d id  b r id g e  b u i l t  o n  th e  m a in  r o a d  
a t  H o k e o .  F r e q u e n t  r e s t  h o u s e s  a n d  o th e r  im p r o v e m e n ts  
m a d e  th e  r o u te  to  B a ta n g  a n d  b e y o n d  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  
s a f e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t r a v e l l i n g ,  so  t h a t  m i s s i o n a r y  
a n d  o th e r  p a r t i e s  u s u a l ly  to o k  th e  w a y  in  b y  Y a c h o w , 
T a t s i e n lu  a n d  L i t a n g .
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S in c e  th e n  th e  g r e a t  R e v o lu t io n  h a s  c o m e . A t  f i r s t  
th e  n e w  R e p u b l i c  s e n t  m e n  a n d  s u p p l ie s  to  hoLd th e  
t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  th e y  w e re  e v id e n t ly  f o r  a  t im e  c o m p a r a ­

t iv e ly  s u c c e s s f u l .  B u t th e  s t r u g g le s  h a v e  
IT S  PR E SE N T  b e e n  lo n g  d r a w n  o u t ,  m e n  a n d  m o n e y  
P L IG H T . h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d

a g a i n  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  r e g io n  h a s  l a r g e ­
ly  f a l l e n  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  T i b e t a n s .  T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  
o f  th e  s t r u g g le  is  a g a i n  th e  c h a o s  D r. C ro o k  s h o w s  u s  in  
th i s  a r t i c l e  in  th i s  n u m b e r .  F o r  y e a r s  fe w  i f  a n y  f o r ­
e ig n e r s  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  th e  r o a d ,  th e  B a ta n g  w o r k e r s  p r e ­
f e r r i n g  to  e n t e r  f r o m  Y u n n a n ,  th e  r e s t  h o u s e s  a r e  g o n e , 
a n d  t r a v e l l e r s  m u s t  b iv o u a c  in  th e  o p e n ,  r o b b e r s  in f e s t  
th e  r o u te  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o in t s ,  a n d  th e  s p l e n d i d  b r id g e  
h a s  n o w  n o th i n g  to  s h o w  b u t  r u i n e d  b u t t r e s s e s ,  A s ­
s u r e d ly  th e  g r e a t  o n c o m in g  w a v e  o f  p e a c e  a m o n g  th e  
n a t i o n s ,  w h ic h  o n e  s e e m s  to  s e e  s t e a d i l y  a d v a n c i n g  in  
t h e  w e s t  is  a l s o  a d i r e  d e m a n d  f o r  th e s e  tw o  g r e a t  
p e o p le s  o f  C h in a  a n d  T i b e t  a n d  th e i r  r u in e d  b o r d e r  
l a n d .  L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  th e  n e w  s p i r i t  b e  n o t  s p e n t  e re  
i t  r e a c h e s  th e s e  s a d ly  h a r a s s e d  s e c t io n s  o f  o u r  p r o v in c e .

B u t m u c h  m o re  m u s t  c o m e  w i th  th e  m e re  s h e a t h i n g  
o f  th e  s w o r d  if  th e s e  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  to  h a v e  p e a c e  a n d  
p r o s p e r i t y .  M r. P h e lp s  s h o w s  u s  s o m e  o f  th e s e .  I f  h is  

p ic t u r e  o f  th e  B a d i  B a w a n g  p e o p le  is  a t .  a l l  
IT S  t y p i c a l ,  th e n  th e  a p p e a l  is  p l a i n .  T h e y  m a n -
N E E D S. i f e s t l y  s o r e ly  n e e d  m o d e r n  m e d ic in e  a n d  

s a n i t a r y  s c ie n c e .  W h a t  a s i g h t  to  b e h o ld  th e  
m a j o r i ty  o f  th e  a d u l t  i n h a b i t a n t s  g o in g  a b o u t  so  a f f l ic te d  
w i th  g o i t r e ,  t h a t  a l l  a r e  c a r r y i n g  g r e a t  p r o tu b e r a n c e s ,  
m a n y  a s  l a r g e  a s  “ in d o o r  b a s e - b a l l s ” , a b o u t  t h e i r  n e c k s .  
A n d  w h a t  a m o d e r n  m i r a c l e  a n d  m is s io n  o f  m e r c y  o u r  
m e d i c a l  m e n  c o u ld  w o rk ,  w i th  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  
p o w e r s  o f  i o d i n e  a n d  o th e r  t r e a tm e n t .  W i t h  t h i s  m u s t  
n a t u r a l l y  g o  th e  lo n g e r  a n d  s lo w e r  p r o c e s s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  
c h a n g i n g  th e  p e o p le  n o t  o n ly  p h y s i c a l l y  b u t  p s y c h i c a l ­
ly ,  g r a n t i n g  th e m  n e w  k n o .w le d g e  a n d  p o w e r  o v e r  th e  
n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  a b o u t  th e m , b e t t e r  f o o d ,  b e t t e r  c l o t h in g ,  
b e t t e r  h o m e s ,  b e t t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  b e t t e r  c o m m u n ic a ­
t i o n .  N e e d le s s  to  s a y  w e , a s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w i l l  a d d  t h a t  
d e e p e s t  o f  a l l  is  n e e d e d  a  r e l ig i o u s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  
■will b a n i s h  f r o m  t h e i r  m id s t  th e  d e g r a d i n g  c o n c e p t io n s
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o f  t h a t  P o w e r  in  w h ic h  w e l iv e  a n d  m o v e  a n d  h a v e  o u r  
b e in g ,  a n d  w ith  a  r e v i t a l i z i n g  k n o w le d g e  o f  a  c o m m o n  
F a t h e r  w ill  s e n d  th e m  f o r th  w i th  th e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  
fo r  th e  i n d i v id u a l  l i f e  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  a n d  c o o p e r a t io n  
w i th  a ll  m e n  a s  b r e th r e n .  B u t i t  is  e a s y  to  p o i n t  th e  
w a y . T h e  s t e r n  q u e s t io n  is , w h o  is  to  b e  th e  m e s s e n g e r s ­
O u r  c o m in g  c o n f e r e n c e  s h o u ld  a t  l e a s t  s u r e ly  b e a r  w e ll 
in  m in d  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  “ r e g i o n s  b e y o n d ” , a n d  so m e  
o f  t h e s e  j u s t  o v e r  th e  r a n g e s  o n  o u r  b o r d e r s .

T h e r e  is a n o th e r ,  a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  b o r d e r  q u e s t io n  
w h ic h  a g a in  c o n f r o n t s  u s to d a y  I t  is  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  
th e  l i f e  a f t e r  t h i s  l i f e .  T h e s e  m a s s e s  a b o u t  u s , a s  h a v e  

th e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  m e n  e v e r y w h e r e  
T h e  G R E A T  th r o u g h o u t  th e  d a y s  o f  r e c o r d e d  h i s to r y ,  
BEYOND. h a v e  h e ld  th e  b e l i e f  in  a  f u tu r e  l i f e  in

so m e  o f  s e v e r a l  f o r m s .  T h e  B u d d h is t s  
h a v e  t a u g h t  t r a n s m i g r a t io n ,  th e  T a o i s t s  th e  t r a n s f o r m a ­
t io n  o f  m e n  in to  g e n i i ,  th e  C o n i 'u c ia n i s t s ,  a n d  in d e e d  
a lm o s t  a l l  o f  th e  n a t i o n ,  h a v e  b e e n  f i rm ly  c o n v in c e d  
t h a t  th e i r  a n c e s t o r s  s t i l l  s u r v iv e .  B u t th e  w a v e  o f  m a t e r ­
ia l i s m  t h a t  o v e r a n  th e  w e s t  d u r i n g  th e  l a t t e r  d a y s  o f  l a s t  
c e n tu r y  is  f i n d in g  m a n y  f o l lo w e r s  a m o n g  th e  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  o th e r  c l a s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  th i s  l a n d  to d a y -  F r o m  
th e r e  it  is  in e v i t a b l e  t h a t  i t  w il l  in  t im e  w o rk  o u t  a m o n g  
th e  m a s s e s .  A n  a r t i c l e  th e n  u p o n  th e  s u b j e c t  f ro m  th e  
s t a n d p o i n t  o f  r e l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  i n a p p r o ­
p r i a te .  I f  th e  o ld  h o p e  h a s  u t t e r ly  p e r i s h e d  f o r  w a n t  o f  
s p o k e s m e n  a m o n g  th o s e  c l a i m i n g  m o d e r n  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  
th e n  th e r e  is  l i t t l e  to  s te m  th e  t i d e  s a v e  s c r ip tu r a l  in ­
s p i r a t i o n .  I f  o n  th e  c o n t r a r y  th e r e  is , a s  th e  w r i t e r  b e ­
l ie v e s ,  a  g r o w in g  c o n v ic t io n  a m o n g  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i s t s  
a n d  o th e r s  t h a t  th e  g r e a t  r a c e  h o p e  is  j u s t i f i e d ,  th e n  i t  is  
w e ll t h a t  w e  re v ie w  th e  e v id e n c e  a n d  b e  p r e p a r e d  to  
m e e t  th e  y o u n g  m e n  o f  to d a y  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  s t a n d p o in t .  
S h o u ld  s o m e  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  fe e l t h a t  th e r e  is  a m e a s u re  
o f  v a lu e  in  th e  a r t i c l e ,  s o m e w h a t  s u i te d  to  o u r  t im e ,  th e n  
i t  m a y  b e  a d d e d  t h a t  it  m a y  b e  h a d  in  t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  
C h in e s e ,  a t  th e  C a n a d i a n  P r e s s  C h e n g tu ,  o r  f r o m  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e  S o c ie ty ,  S h a n g h a i .
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T H E  C O ST O F  C R IM E .

(Is th is  a t  th e  sam e tim e  th e  C ost of C losed C hurches, de­
c im ated  C ongrega tions and  dim in ished  C o n trib u tio n s  to  th e  
C h ris tia n  Cause in  g enera l in  any  C o u n try  ? I f  so th e n  th e  
C hurch  in  a  n a tio n  is assured ly  one of its  finest assets even fin­
ancia lly ! T he  A n ti-R e lig io n  M ovem ents m ig h t p o nder t h i s ! E d .)

C rim e i t  is s ta r t l in g  to  le a rn  p iles up such a  s tag g erin g  
loss to  th e  co u n try  every  y e a r  t h a t  i t  costs m ore  th a n  our A rm y  
and  N avy, m ore th a n  our police system s, m ore  in  fa c t th a n  any  
o th e r  item  in  ou r n a tio n a l ledger. I t  is th e  b iggest d ra in  th a t  
business is forced  to  m eet. W e have freq u en tly  discussed crim e 
fro m  th e  relig ious s tan d p o in t, an d  i t  is n o t w ith o u t in te re s t, 
an d  c e rta in ly  n o t w ith o u t concern  to  us all, to  view i t  as a book­
keeper w ould a t  th e  end  of a  fiscal year, fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t 
of p ro fits  and  loss.

M ost people th in k  of crim e cost as a  s lig h t and  in c id en ta l 
b u rden  on th e  s ta te  and  n a tio n a l revenues. B u t i t  is a  d ra in  
Qn every  m an ’s purse, as c e r ta in  and  unavoidab le , u n d er th e  
circum stances, as th e  incom e tax  o r  th e  cost of b read  and  shoes. 
T he to ta l  annua l levy w hich  c rim e  places on th is  co u n try  is p ro ­
bably  n o t less th a n  $10 ,000 ,000 ,000 . So w rite s  E dw ard  H . 
S m ith  in  B usiness. T h is  sum he te lls  us is ab o u t th re e  tim es 
th e  am o u n t of th e  n a tio n a l budge t fo r 1923, and  tw elve tim es 
th e  an n u a l cost of th e  A rm v  and  N avy.

■'If as has been repea ted ly  e stim ated , th e  to ta l  incom e of 
th e  co u n try  is fro m  s ix ty  to  seventy  b illions a y e a r”, he con ­
tinues, ‘‘i t  is c lea r th a t  a  s ix th  o r  seventh  of o u r to ta l  ea rn in g s 
is w asted , d irec tly  o r  in d irec tly , by crim e.

“P en o lo g is ts  and  c rim ino log is ts  e s tim a te  th a t  in  one sense 
o r  a n o th e r  from  one to  one and  a h a lf  p e r cen t of th e  popu la tion  
is c rim in a l. A t a ll tim es ab o u t 200,000 persons in  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  a re  u n d er lock  and  key. B u t these rep re sen t less th a n  
one-fifth  of th e  ac tive  c rim in a l popu la tion .

“ W 'ha t’s th e  answ er ? D o you ask  fo r a m irac le , an  over 
n ig h t tra n s fo rm a tio n  of hum an  n a tu re  ? T h e re  is no single 
answ er, unless i t  be in education , educa tion  of th e  v ic tim  of 
crim e to  p ro te c t h im self m ore  efficiently and  econom ically , and  
education  of th e  c rim in a l and  p rospective c rim in a l to  th e  end 
th a t  he  m ay know  th a t , n o t even fo r  h im , does honesty  p ay .” 
(Good, b u t w ill he n o t tak e  h is risk  unless h is  conscience is also  
educated  ? E d .)
L ite ra ry  D igest fo r  J u ly  5 th . 1934.
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DO M E N  D I E ?

J .  L . S t e w a r t , B .A ., D .D .

W h a t a s tran g e  question  fo r sane m en to  ask, c e rta in ly  
m en die. E v e ry  one dies some tim e . A  few m ay live to  lie 
one h und red , even one hund red  and  te n  years  of age. One m an 
in  recen t years  is said  to  have lived to  be alm ost one hund red  
and  th i r ty  years old, b u t he too  d ied. W itness too  our ce­
m eteries everyw here . A ll m en die I

Some of a m ore scientific s p i r i t  w ould m odify  th e  above. 
T hey  w ould say th e re  is a sense in  w hich  m en do n o t die. T hey  
live on in  th e ir  o ffspring. As th e  flow er lives on th ro u g h  its  
seed, so th e  p a re n t lives on in  h is p o s te rity . T h is  is tru e  n o t 
only of m en’s bodies bu t also of th e i r  m inds. I n  o u r day th e  
d o c tr in e  of h e re d ity  has a g re a t hold upon us, and  we a re  to ld  
th a t  ap p ro x im ate ly  tw o th ird s  of a ll o u r a b ilit ie s  a re  in h e rited  
from  our ancesto rs. “ W e are  a ll om nibuses in  w hich o u r 
ancesto rs r id e .”

O th e rs  aga in  speaking  m ore fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t of society  
w ill add , th a t  we a re  undying in  s till a n o th e r  sense. W e live 
on fo rev er in  ou r influence upon o th ers . G re a t w rite rs  live in  
th e i r  books, g re a t m usicians live in  th e i r  m usical c rea tio n s , 
g re a t sta tesm en  in  th e i r  law s, g re a t ph ilosophers in  th e ir  th e o r ­
ies of th e  universe, g re a t re fo rm ers in  th e i r  re co n s tru c tio n s  
of life. T h is  pow er of influence we a ll sh a re  in  m easure. In  
th is  sense i t  m ay also be said m an  is im m o rta l :

“ O ur echoes ro ll fro m  soul to  soul,
A nd  live fo rev e r and  fo r e v e r !”

B u t th e  question  s t il l persists. D o m en die w hen th e ir  
bodies d ie?  O r if we a re  im m o rta l, is i t  only in  th e  bodies 
and  nervous system s of ou r p o ste rity , o r  ou r influence tr a n s m u ­
ted  to  fu tu re  g en era tio n s  ? M any c laim  in  a d d itio n  to  these 
th a t  o u r ‘souls’ a re  im m o rta l. T h is  c la im  raises a t  leas t tw o 
questions : W h a t a re  souls ? W h a t a re  th e  proofs, if any, of
im m o rta lity  ?
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I. W hat Are Men’s Souls-
V ario u s answ ers have been g iven to  th is  question . M any 

in  an c ie n t tim es said  th e  soul was only  a  refined p a r t  of th e  
body . T hey  asse rted  th a t  ou r bodies w ere fo rm ed  of e a r th , o r 
w a te r, o r  fire e tc , so ou r souls w ere sim plv  refined e a r th  o r 
w a te r, o r  fire. O th e rs  said  th e  soul was a i r  o r  b re a th . W hen  
th is  d ep a rted  th e  m an  died. Some even said  th is  s p i r i t  was a 
s o r t  of sm o te  and  m ig h t be seen d e p a rtin g . I n  some c iv iliz ­
a tio n s  th e  soul w as looked  upon as a p u re  p e rso n a lity  sen t from  
God an d  co n s tan tly  s tru g g lin g  w ith  its  body w hich  being  form ed 
of m a t te r  was th e  source of evil. I n  o th e r  places souls of th e  
dead w ere supposed to  com e back  an d  in h a b it th e  bodies of the 
new ly b o rn . W h ere  th ey  cam e from  o rig in a lly  was n o t c lea rly  
defined.

T oday  we m ean  by  th e  soul th e  m an him self as d is tingu ished  
fro m  h is body. W e m ean  th e  m an  who senses, rem em bers, 
th in k s , feels and  w ills. Som etim es th e  soul has been considered  
to  include on ly  a p a r t  of these. M en div ided  th e  sp ir it  in to  
tw o p a r ts  m ind  and  soul, th e  la t te r  inc lud ing  on ly  the  em ­
o tio n s and th e  w ill. T oday  we speak of th e  w hole m en ta l m an 
as th e  soul, o r  th e  self.

As to  how  m any selves th e re  a re , th e re  is a com m on saying 
am ong  som e th a t  each m an has th re e  souls. O n d ea th  one goes 
to  h is ta b le t, one to  h is  coffin and  one to  th e  C ity  G od Tem ple 
to  be judged  an d  th e n  to  th e  land  of shades. R e g a rd in g  th is  we 
have  no evidence, only  h earsay . W hile  we a re  a live  we know 
n o th in g  of th re e  selves w ith in  us. O n th e  c o n tra ry  a ll  we th in k  
o r  do we a t t r ib u te  to  one self and  speak of i t  as “ m yself”. W e 
conclude th e re fo re  th a t  th e re  is b u t one self.

O ur question  th e n  is. D oes th is  one conscious, self-conscious 
self die w hen th e  body dies, o r  does i t  con tinue  to  ex is t ?

C oncern ing  th is  m en in  a ll ages have asked m ost anxiously . 
E v e ry  day new  g en era tio n s  a re  be ing  b o rn  only  to  live a  few  
days o r  m on ths o r  years , th e n  pass aw ay. W h ere  do th ev  go ? 
Soon our tim e  too  m ust com e. WTh ith e r  a re  we bound ? Do 
we survive o r  a re  we snuffed o u t as a candle ? S u re ly  th is  is a  
question  to  com m and e a rn e s t th o u g h t !

II. Does The Soul Survive ?
N a tu ra lly  such a  question  is n o t easily  answ ered . A s is 

f r e q u e n tly p o in te d o u tb y  ph ilosophers , ou r m inds a re  co nstruc ted  
chiefly to  com prehend  m a te ria l th in g s, ob jec ts in  tim e  and



T he W est C hina M issionary  News 7

space. T h is  is because o u r p resen t life  depends la rge ly  on such 
fo r food, c lo th in g , she lte r, and m in g lin g  w ith  o th e r  bodies as 
m inerals, vegetables, an im als and  m en. W hen  we come to  speak 
of th e  su rv ival of th e  soul, we canno t look m uch to  such m a te ria l 
th ings. W e m ust necessarily  look  to  th e  soul itse lf. Such 
evidence as we have is, th e re fo re , m ain ly  psychological and 
ph ilosophical in its  n a tu re , and  so som etim es less obvious. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  w ith  some, th ere fo re , i t  does n o t receive p ro p e r 
w eight. B u t th ough  em otions, desires, -beliefs m av n o t be a t  
f irs t so obvious, as stones, ca ttle , houses an d  hum an bodies, thev  
a re  q u ite  as real. Indeed  if we pause fo r  a  tim e to  reflect we 
w ill a d m it th a t  these  m a tte rs  of th e  inner, im m edia te  experience 
a re  th e  m ost in tim a te  and  c e rta in  th in g s  we know . D o u b t them  
and a ll is despair.

L e t us w eigh th en , n o t superficially , b u t seriously  as we 
mav, th e  evidence a g a in s t and  fo r  th is  be lief in  th e  soul’s 
survival.

A. A rgum en t A g a in st the Soul's S u rv iv a l.
1. U n w ill in g :— T h ere  a re  those  who do n o t w an t to  

believe in  th e  soul’s surv ival. T hey  p re fe r  to  believe th a t  death  
ends a ll. T h e ir  lives have been m ore  o r  less fu ll of evil. T hey  
have m anaged  to  escape de tec tio n  o r  pun ishm en t here , b u t they  
fea r th e  h e re a f te r , so d e lib e ra te ly  refuse to  e n te r ta in  th e  belief. 
B u t such an  a tt itu d e  can of course only  lead  to  self deception . 
Some foo lish  sects occasionally  believe th a t  th ev  can n o t be 
w ounded by sw ords, o r  sho t. B u t th e y  g e t k illed  ju s t th e  same 
w h eth er th e v  believe i t  o r  n o t. R efusal to  believe a th in g , if 
true, can  only  in ju re  th e  person concerned  and  o th e rs  w hom  he 
mav so persuade. W e should have m inds open to  t r u th  w hatever 
its consequences !

2. U nab le:— Some people a re  n o t good a t  fo llow ing 
argum ents. T hev  lis ten  b u t do n o t seem  to  g rasp  th e  im p o rt. 
T his, as p o in ted  ou t, is especially  tru e  in  th e  case of a rgum en ts  
reg a rd in g  th e  soul w hich a re  ph ilo soph ica l an d  psycholog ical in  
th e ir  n a tu re . B u t th is  is tru e  also of m any  m ore  obvious th ings, 
fo r exam ple, sickness. T oday  we know  th a t  n ea rly  a ll illness is 
due to  m icrobes c a rr ie d  by  insects, in  w a te r  we d rin k  o r  in  th e  
a i r  e tc . Y e t a  g re a t m any refuse to  believe th is  and in s is t th a t  
th e  cause is devils o r  dead  enem ies e tc . Such people should be 
w illing  to  follow  th e  conclusions of th e  m a jo rity  of experts. 
B u t th ey  should also a t  least m ake an  h onest e ffo rt to  un d ers tan d
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fo r  them selves. M any difficult th in g s a re  m ade c lea r bv con ­
tin u ed  reflec tion  !

3. Undue H aste :— Some come to  th e i r  conclusions too  
hastily . N a tu ra lly  th e re  a re  m any beliefs ab o u t the  fu tu re  life, 
m anv of ■which a re  n o t founded upon evidence. T hus we have 
seen th a t  some c laim  th a t  m an  has th re e  souls, th a t  a f te r  d ea th  
we re tu rn  ag a in  to  be b o rn  as ch ild ren , o r an im als , o r  trees . 
O th e rs  c la im  th a t  th e  soul re tu rn s  to  have a  la s t look a ro u n d  
and  needs to  be b a thed , feasted  e tc . S ti ll  o th e rs  say th a t  a 
m an ’s soul sinks in to  th e  g round  and  comes back a f te r  a  c e r ta in  
n um ber of days, w hen if th e  fam ily  do n o t run  aw ay and  leave 
th e  room s em pty , thev  w ill suffer in ju ry . L a te r  in life people 
see th a t  m ost of these beliefs a re  unsupported  by any  fac ts  and  
th e n  rush  to  th e  conclusion th a t  a ll belief in  th e  fu tu re  life is 
false. B u t we should n o t decide so quickly. T ra d it io n  
accum ulates m any  acc re tio n s w hich need to  be c lea red  aw ay, 
befo re  we can  a sc e r ta in  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e re  be a core  of tru th . 
W e should be carefu l n o t to  th ro w  aw ay th e  baby w ith  th e  
b a th w a te r  !

4. U nsensed: -“ Show  me y o u r d ep a rted  souls !” say some, 
“an d  th e n  we w ill be lieve .” B u t th a t  is a  shallow  request. 
Souls o r  Selves, o r  m inds a re  n o t v isible d u rin g  life, how  th en  
should  th ey  be so a f te r  d e a th ?  D u rin g  life ou r re latives, 
friends, ne ighbo rs , s tra n g e rs  live a ll ab o u t us. W e sense th e i r  
bodies con tinua lly , b u t no one ever saw o r  o therw ise  sensed th e i r  
m inds, th e i r  souls.

Y e t we believe these fr ien d s and  re la tiv es a re  m ore th a n  
bodies. W e believe they  have m inds like  o u r own w hich 
accoun t fo r  th e i r  speech, ac tio n s and  changes of a tt itu d e , even 
th o u g h  w e can n o t sense th e i r  m inds as we can th e i r  bodies. 
M ere in a b ili ty  to  sense th in g s  is n o t enough. R eason  is a 
m uch h ig h e r  m en ta l guide. Sense savs to d ay  an  o range  is 
sw eet, to m o rro w  we ta s te  i t  and  say  i t  is sour. R eason  says 
th e  o range  is th e  sam e. I t  is y o u r h e a lth  o r  some o th e r  fa c to r  
th a t  has changed. I f  th e re  a re  good reasons fo r  believing 
souls con tinue  to  ex is t we need n o t h e s ita te  because our senses 
can n o t c o rro b o ra te  th e  resu lts  !

5. Incom putab le  : T h a t th e  soul should con tinue  to  ex is t
seems incom patab le  w ith  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  body dies. B u t i t  is 
w o rth  w hile to  exam ine w h a t we m ean  w hen we say  th a t  th e  
body  dies. D o we m ean  th a t  th e  body is a n n ih ila te d  ? N o, we
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only m ena th a t  it re tu rn s  to  its  o r ig in a l fo rm . E ven  accord ing  
to  th e  ho ld ings of science m a tte r  is ind es tru c tib le , so n o t one 
p a rtic le  of th e  body’s substance is destroyed . A ll s till ex ists. 
I f  th e n  th e  body s til l  pers is ts  in  some form , w hy should i t  no t 
be equally  reasonab ly  to  conclude th a t  th e  soul does also ? 
M oreover, th e  soul is th e  m aste r of th e  s tru c tu re . T he  body is 
only th e  se rv an t. I t  is bu t th e  m ach inery  fo r th e  m ind ’s 
ac tiv ities . Is  i t  reasonable, th e re fo re , to  believe th a t  th e  
m as te r m ind, is destroyed  w hile th e  m ach inery  is p reserved  ? 
Is  i t  n o t a t  leas t equally  reasonable  to  believe th a t  th e  m a te ria l 
bodv is b u t a  s tag ing ' fo r th e  soul to  be re tu rn ed  fo r fu r th e r  
use w hen the soul has com pleted its  s ta tu re  ? T he dea th  of th e  
body does n o t a t  a ll d isprove th e  con tinued  existence of th e  
soul.

6. Im possib le  -The m a te ria lis t declares th a t  the  su rv ival 
of th e  soul is sim ply an im possib ility . H e  s ta r ts  -with th e  
th e o ry  th a t  a ll th in g s  and  atom s, a re  very  sm all m a te ria l 
p a rtic les . T he soul also he asse rts  is b u t a com b ina­
tio n  of these  a tom s fo rm ing  th e  b ra in . W h en  th e  b ra in  
dissolves a t  d ea th , th e  soul necessarily  also perishes. B ut to  
begin w ith  m ateria lism  is onlv a th eo ry . X o one ever saw o r  
in  any  w ay sensed m a tte r . N ext, i t  is a  th e o ry  th a t  does n o t 
ag ree  w ith  p re sen t day findings, fo r  to d ay  sc ien tis ts  have ex ­
am ined a tom s and  find they  a re  e lec trons, and  th a t  e lec trons 
a re  positive an d  negative energy . T hus th e re  a rc  no such 
th in g s in  m odern  science as sm all dead m a te ria l p artic les. 
F in a lly  m ate ria lism  as a  th eo ry  has alw ays failed  to  exp la in  
m otion , life and  m ind. H ow  can dead p a rtic le s  move, and  how 
can th ev  p roduce life ? I f  th ey  can n o t exp la in  these how much 
less can  th ey  exp la in  how  dead p a rtic le s  can  th in k , feel, desire 
and w i l l ! W hen  we exam ine th e  evidence th e re fo re  we d iscover 
th a t i t  is n o t belief in  th e  su rv ival of th e  soul th a t  is im pos­
sible, b u t th e  belief th a t  a ll th in g s can be explained  on a  basis 
of m a te ria lism  !

So fa r  we have exam ined th e  a rg u m en ts  usually  u rged 
aga in s t belief in  th e  continued  existence of th e  soul a f te r  death . 
W e have n o t found them  by any m eans convincing. I t  -would 
a t  least seem qu ite  as possible th a t  the soul does survive as th a t  
i t  does n o t. Some fu r th e r  ob jections -we w ill discuss as wc 
proceed, bu,t le t us as fa r  as possible face th e  o th e r  side of th e  
question  w ith  unprejud iced  a ttitu d e , and  ask why m en do believe 
th e  soul of m an  lives on some fo rm  a f te r  th e  dea th  of the 
body.
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B.. A rg u m en t fo r  the S o u l’s S u rv iv a l.

1. G enerally Believed : — D oubtless m any believe in im m o r­
ta l i ty  because th ey  w ere tau g h t such in  ch ildhood . To th is  of 
course th e  d isbeliever objects, saying th a t  th e  belief is thus 
c lea rly  a childhood  prejud ice. B ut th is  raises a  deeper question, 
nam ely, w hv a re  th e  v as t m a jo rity  of th e  race so in s tru c ted  in  
in fancy  ? I s  i t  n o t because th e  m asses o r  p a ren ts  believe. A nd 
th is  is n o t th e  case sim ply in  one land  b u t in  a ll  lands. JSTor is 
i t  tru e  of ou r g en e ra tio n  alone  bu t of th e  vast m a jo r ity  of m en 
in  a ll g en e ra tio n s  of th e  p ast. D oubtless th e  o rig in  of some of 
th is  belief has been  very  p rim itiv e , as seeing th e  dead in  dream s 
e tc . B u t -whatever th e  o rig in , th e  belief has been held  in  some 
fo rm  everyw here , a t  all tim es, and  s t il l persists . W ere  i t  
sim ply  th e  belief of one locality , one c iv iliza tion , o r  one age 
th e n  we m ig h t view i t  less seriously. B u t th e  p red o m in an t 
belief of m ank ind  in  a ll lands th ro u g h o u t a ll g en e ra tio n s  should 
n o t be lig h tly  cast aside. T he bu rden  of p roof is assured ly  
w ith  th e  m an w ho does n o t believe, and  th a t  p ro o f we have 
found he is unab le  to  effectively produce.

2. Occult E v id en ce ;— Som e believe in  th e  fu tu re  life on 
th e  evidence of ind iv iduals w ho say th e y  have pow ers to  look 
in to  th e  lan d  of shades o r  even to  e n te r  th e re  and re tu rn . 
T hus in  C h in a  c e r ta in  persons say thev  can  in  tra n c e  e n te r  th e  
o th e r  w orld  and  ho ld  com m unication  w ith  th e  dead. Some of 
these  a re  doubtless frau d s w ho im pose upon people fo r  th e  sake 
o i m oney. I n  th e  case of o th ers , we accoun t fo r  m ost of th e  
phenom ena to d ay  by  h y p n o tism  w hich is sim ply  a  sleepy 
co n d itio n  im posed b y  th e  ind iv idua l h im self o r  by o th ers . 
J u s t  as in  d ream s we see th in g s  and  a t  tim es speak of them , 
b u t on w ak ing  can  rem em b er n o th in g  of w h a t we have seen o r  
said , so th e  ind iv idua l in  h y p n o tic  tra n c e  sees and  speaks to  
o th e rs , b u t on re tu rn in g  to  h is n o rm a l self rem em bers n o th in g . 
D u rin g  such tran ce , he is ru led  by suggestions from  h is own 
th o u g h ts  and  from  b y stan d ers , n o t by h is reason.

O th e rs  again , c la im  th a t  th ev  a re  lic to rs  in  th e  em ploy of 
th e  officials of th e  land  of shades. T hey  c la im  th ey  see th e  
shades of m en in  th e  co u rts  of th e  dead . T hey also  a v e r th a t  
th e y  have access to  th e  reco rds of th e  o th e r  reg ions and  can 
te l l  w h en  a  m an  w ill die an d  o th e r  occu lt th in g s . T h is  s o r t  of 
evidence th o u g h  i t  w eighs w ith  som e, is d iscarded  by in v es t­
ig a to rs  today . I t  is doubtless also based on  fraud , hypnosis o r 
ab n o rm a l psychological cond itions.
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3. Messages T h rough  M e d iu m s ;— B u t such phenom ena 
to d ay  is n o t confined to  C hina a lone. I t  is -widely spread  in  
w estern  lands also. I n  recen t years em in en t psychologists, 
ph ilosophers an d  sc ien tists , m em bers of th e  B r it is h  an d  the 
A m erican  S ocieties fo r  Psvch ic R esearch , have investiga ted  
these  m a tte rs , especially  th e  claim  of some m edium s to  receive 
messages from  th e  dead. M any a re  n a tu ra lly  unconvinced and 
c la im  th a t  a ll th e  phenom ena can be accounted fo r bv fraud  
te lep a th y  o r  o th e r  unusual psychological cond itions. On th e  
o th e r  hand  some very  em inen t m en such as S ir  W illiam  C rooks, 
S ir  O liv er Lodge, th e  em inen t w r i te r  C onan  D oyle and  o th e rs  
a re  convinced th a t  such messages a re  ac tu a lly  received. I f  th is  
be tru e , th e  w hole con troversy  w ould a t  once be se ttled . W e 
would know  th e  souls of the  dead s til l live, fo r th ey  can  s till 
com m unicate w ith  us. M oreover, though  i t  seems s tra n g e  to  
us now, if such becam e com m on, we w ould soon becom e 
accustom ed to  i t  and  th in k  it  no m ore w onderfu l, possibly, th an  
th a t  we now  com m unicate  w ith  people by invisib le  m eans such 
as w ireless te leg rap h y , rad io  e tce te ra . H ow ever, th e  claim  is 
s t il l f a r  from  be in g  proved, and  th o u g h  we should alw ays keep 
an  open m ind  m  such m a tte rs , we can  well allow  th is  so r t of 
evidence to  aw a it m uch fu r th e r  in v es tig a tio n . A t p resen t we 
aw a it m ore evidence p ro  and  con, so m ay leave th is  argum en t 
to  th e  experts .

4. D em anded  by D e s ir e s ; —W h en  we stop  to  analyse 
hum an endeavor we d iscover th a t  i t  begins’ w ith  desire. W e 
desire  food and  d r in k  an d  a ir , c lo th in g  and  sh e lte r  and healing  
fro m  disease, know ledge and  fr iendsh ip , ju stice  and  offspring. 
A  pe rio d ica l once offered a p rize fo r  th e  best b rie f defin ition  of 
a  babv. M any answ ers came, bu t th e  p rize was aw arded  to  
one w ho said, “A  baby is a  bundle of desire?,” I s o w fo r  a ll these 
desires th e re  seems supplied some m easure of sa tisfac tion . The 
hungry , if he cearches, can  find th a t  n a tu re  has supplied ab u n d ­
ance of food. T he th i r s ty  can find d r in k . T he desire to  b rea th e  
finds a w orld  of a ir  a ll ab o u t us. T he naked can find c lo th ing , 
the hom eless sh e lte r  and  th e  sick m edicine, o r  a w ay of healing  
fo r p rac tica lly  a ll diseases, and  even those  so fa r  incurab le , we 
believe w ill one day  have a rem edy. So too  the  sea rch e r a f te r  
know ledge and  justice , frien d sh ip  and  offspring can  find m eans 
to  fulfil in  m eansure a ll these desires. Fulfil these desires, 
w ith in  p ro p e r re s tra in ts , and  we grow . D eny them  and  we die. 
T hus desires a re  fo re to k en s of fu tu re  rea litie s . W e venture 
o u t upon them  to  find they  a re  th e  g re a t verities .
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S o w  we have, as we have seen, a g re a t race belief based 
upon a  g re a t  race desire . A  few h e re  an d  th e re  m ay desire  
e x tin c tio n  a t  d e a th  b u t th e  in ex o rab le  dem and of th e  race as 
a  w hole is everyw here  and  evervw lien  fo r  im m o rta lity . C an i t  
be th a t  th is  unquenchable desire  is t o d isap p o in t us ? T h a t low er 
desires have each an d  a ll led to  new ness of life and  th is  one, so 
sign ifican t, leads only  to  nonsense o r  no th ingness ? H ave  m illions 
of th e  race, g en e ra tio n  a f te r  g en e ra tio n , d ied  radient. in  th e  hope 
of g re a t  fu tu re  happiness in  some fu tu re  hom e, and  we today , a t  
las t, d iscovered th a t  hu m an ity  has been hum bugged ? These 
questions w ill n o t dow n. I f  low er desires a re  fo re to k en s of 
fu lfilm ent, th e n  surely  th is  vast and  v ita l, h ig h e r  long ing  m ust 
also in  som e w ay be satisfied. T he race desire  dem ands 
im m o rta lity .

5. Incom plete S a tis fa c tio n  :— W h en  we come fu r th e r  to  
exam ine o th e rs  of these h ig h e r  desires we find th a t  th e y  too  
dem and a  fu tu re  life. L e t us exam ine tw o o r  th re e  :

a. K now ledge ; M en's bodies like th e  an im a l and  vegetab le  
w orld  ab o u t us seem to  ru n  th e i r  cycle and  puss aw ay. P h y  
sicallv  we a re  b o rn , g row  to  a m axim um  of m anhood  th en  as 
g rad u a lly  decline to  feeble age. N o t so w ith  know ledge. W e 
never reach  its  lim its . T he w isest of m en feel they  a re  bu t be­
g in n in g  to  know , w hen d ea th  e n te rs  to  in te rv en e . I s  th e re  no 
w here, no when, no how  fo r  th e  fu lfilm ent of these  longings ?

b. Affections._ In  th is  life  we a re  in  d ea th , says th e  B ook. 
A b o u t us day by day ch ild ren  say fa rew ell to  pa ren ts , re la tiv e s  
to  re la tives, fr ien d s to  fr iends. A b o u t these d u rin g  life, w hat 
tie s  of affec tion  have been tw ined  ! W e have w orked  w ith  them  
side bv side. W e have fo ugh t w ith  th em  shou lder to  shou lder 
th ro u g h  life and  d ea th  s trugg les . W e have tr ie d  them  in a ll 
v icissitudes of life, an d  found them  tru e . A  b ra in  clo t, a  sho t, 
a quick  c ry  of p a in  and  th e  com rade is gone ! W h e re ?  N o w ­
h e re  ? T hen  no w onder m en tu rn  pessim ist and  speak of life 
h e re  as th e  refinem ent of to r tu r e !  M o th e rs  die of b roken  
h e a r ts  despite  th e  h ighest com fo rt. H ow  u tte r ly  sad th e  
to rm e n t, if also  th is  hope is now  to  be scrapped , a  m ere su p e rs ti­
tio n , a  s o r t  of race soporific !

c. Ju s tice . T he  sense of ju stice  is also s tro n g  in  o u r race. 
R ead  th e  h is to ry  of any  land  an d  n o te  th e  incessan t cry , th e  
h o n o r to  th e  ju s t judge, th e  ignom in j heaped upon th e  un just. 
Y et how  often  d ea th  finds justice  unfulfilled. H e re  is sam e rich  
D ives who oppresses hund reds of th e  poor, even p lunders an d  
slays them . H e re  is some dow n and ou t L azarus, sick, covered
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w ith  sores, th e  v ic tim  of h is  o v e r-lo rd ’s lusts. One fares sum p­
tuously, th e  o th e r  w ith  th e  dogs d ines upon, th e  crum bs. Is  
th e re  no h ig h e r  c o u rt fo r such crim es ? M ust th e  m o n ste r who 
cheats th e  gallow s m eet no rig h teo u s judge ? A nd  w ill th e  
m urdered  m aiden  w ill be fo rever unavenged ?

N o ! T he h e a r t  of th e  race refuses to  believe th a t  such is 
possible. I t  dem ands th a t  the  search  fo r t r u th  be som etim e 
rew arded, th a t  affection  som ew here secure its  fu lfilm ent, th a t  
justice shall be done ! T hus n o t on ly  th e  g re a t race desire 
itself, bu t these incom plete  s triv in g s  an d  longings fo r  know ledge, 
affection, and  justice  dem and a n o th e r  life fo r  th e i r  com pletion  
and  consum m ation  !

6. The M eaning o f  L ife  :— O ne of th e  ageless questions 
am ong th e  th o u g h tfu l of ou r race in  all lands is and  has been, 
W hat, a re  we do ing  h e re  ? In d iv id u a lly  we grow  in  years, in  
s ta tu re , in  experience, in  ch a ra c te r. T hen  a f te r  th e  years of 
struggle , an  acciden t, a  fever, o r old age comes and  we pass. Is  
th a t  a ll life m eans, g row ing , s tru g g lin g  fo r know ledge and  
harm onious re la tio n s  to  o thers, th e n  suddenly being snuffed out, 
ju s t ap p a re n tly  when one had  g o tten  ready  to  live ? B ut, say 
some, we m ust n o t fo rg e t, as was po in ted  ou t above, th a t  ev e ry  
one who lives to  th e  fu llest m akes a  b e t te r  w orld  fo r  those who 
follow  a f te r . As our p o e t has said, W e thus

“J o in  th e  c h o ir  invisible, of those  im m o rta l dead,
W e live aga in  in m inds m ade b e t te r  by th e i r  p resence”

Y es, th is  a g re a t in sp ira tio n  to  long  and  noble liv ing . B u t 
w hat is u ltim a te ly  to  be th e  goal ? O ur sc ien tis ts  best guess a t  
th e  ridd le  of existence so fa r  as th is  l i t t le  globe upon w hich  we 
dwell is concerned , is th a t  g rad u a lly  i t  is cooling. A lread y  a 
g rea t ice cap covers its  poles. T h is m ust g rad u a lly  ex tend  
u n til all v eg e ta tio n  perishes an im a l life  d isappears and  m an 
passes from  th e  face of th e  e a r th . I s  th a t  th e n  th e  goal of a ll 
our endless s tr iv in g  ? A fte r  long g en e ra tio n s  we w ill free  the  
w orld, i t  m ay  be, fro m  disease, from  igno rance  and  from  crim e. 
W e w ill fill th e  e a r th  w ith  t r u th ,  beau ty  and  goodness and  
then  ? W hy  then , in  a long draw n  o u t regress of s tru g g le  fo r 
food and  sh e lte r , m an  w ill aga in  re v e r t to  th e  b ru te  and  m is­
erab ly  perish . N o, if th a t  is a ll, th e  in te lle c t is insu lted , n o t 
in sp ired , hope lies hum ulia ted , fa ith  fa lte rs , p rog ress is paralized . 
W ere  an  ind iv idual to  spend even a  decade re a r in g  an  edifice, 
beau tifu l w ith  a ll th e  a r t  th a t  e a r th  could afford, th e n  a t  com ­
p le tion  suddenly d es tro y  all, we w ould unanim ously declare h im
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dem ented . W h a t of a un iverse  th a t  w ould spend a b illion  years 
to  build  up a w orld  of beau ty , onlv  to  have a ll a t  la s t -burst as 
a  bubble  ! N o, th a t  view  of th e  purpose of ou r w orld , if all, 
fa ils  to  satisfy  th e  hum an soul. I t  m ay be tru e , bu t i t  can n o t 
be a ll of tr u th . B u t p o s it th e  belief th a t  th is  w orld  is a p re ­
p a ra to ry  school fo r g ra d u a tio n  in to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  of im m o r­
ta l ity , and th e n  th e  m ean ing  of life becomes c lear. A ll th a t  I  am  
w ill abide w ith  me w hen th is  body dies. T ell me th is  and  th en  
a ll s trugg le  fo r  h ea lth , fo r  know ledge, fo r c h a rac te r, is well 
w o rth  w hile. I  go out in to  life, n o t to  sh irk , b u t to

“W elcom e each rebuff, th a t  tu rn s  life ’s sm oothness rough,
E ach  s tin g  th a t  b ids, n o r sit, n o r s tand , b u t go !’’

P o s it  a n n ih ila tio n  and  th e  rid d le  of th e  stru g g le  of ex ­
istence becomes a long d r tw n  ou t tra g e d y  on a  tin y  p lan e t. 
Im p ly  ind iv idual im m o rta lity  and  th is  e a r th  becom es illum ­
ed as a rim e school fo r e te rn itv  T he su rv ival of th e  soul 
is dem anded to  give life  m eaning.

7. The B e lie f B eneficial :— L ong  cen tu ries  since, J e su s  
dec la red  “ M en do n o t g a th e r  g rapes of th o rn s , o r  fiirs of 
th is tle s . E ven  so every  good tre e  bi-ingeth fo r th  >:ood f ru it .  
B v th e i r  f ru its  ye shall know  th em  ! “ T h is  same te s t of t r u th  
has been revived in  a new fo rm  in recen t years by a  school of 
ph ilosophy  called “ p rag m a tism ” o r  “hum an ism ’’ i t  agrees 
th a t  a  th e o ry  to  be believed should be in  accordance  w ith  fac ts 
and  reason. B u t th e  final te s t should be, does th e  th e o ry  w ork ? 
AY h a t k ind  of f r u i t  does it  b r in g  fo r th  ? N ow  th e  f ru its  of the 
belief in  a  fu tu re  life depend upon th e  fo rm  in w hich it is held. 
T he E g y p tian s  believed th a t  th e  dead would a f te r  a  tim e re tu rn  
to  in h a b it th e  sam e bodies and  hom es w hich  they  had  during  
life, so em balm ed th e  bodies a t  d ea th , and  b u ilt vast g raves 
filling th em  w ith  tre a su re  w hile th e  po o r am ong th e  liv ing  d ied 
of hunger. T h is  belief is a t  leas t p a r t ly  pern icious. 80 also is 
th e  belief th a t  th e  dead a re  dependent on th e  liv in g  fo r  th e i r  
sustenance. Confucius did r ig h tly  w hen he h e s ita te d  to  endorse 
w holly  th e  belief com m on in  h is day . B u t th e  C h ris tia n  hope is 
m ore  reasonable, fo r  based m ore  on th e  fac ts  of life. I t  finds 
no p ro o f th a t  m en  re tu rn  here , so presum es th a t  they  go 011 
fo rev e r in  th e  o th e r  life. I t  sees no w ay in  w hich bu rned  cash 
paper, o r  o th e r  ob jects, can  a id  the  dead, so presum es th a t  th e  
sam e, a ll-w ise  and lov ing  F a th e r ,  w ho guards th e  liv ing , w ill 
also ca re  fo r  them  in  th e  life beyond. In  th is  life a ll has been
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g ro w th , so C h ris tia n ity  believes th a t  in  th e  life to  come th e  
soul, th e  self, prow s on in  know ledge an d  ch a rac te r, e te rn a lly  
expanding . T he resu lts of these beliefs in  C h ris tia n  lands a re  
c lea rly  seen a f te r  an experience of tw en ty  cen tu ries . I t  sends 
m en out w ith  a  deep th r i s t  fo r know ledge and  righteousness, 
and  b u rn ing  desire  to  lead  o thers  to  th e  same s tan d a rd , in sh o rt 
to  estab lish  th a t  ideal hum an society , w hich Jesus calls th e  
K ingdom  of H eaven  on  e a r th . F u r th e r  it  in sp ires h im  w ith  
courage  in  th e  m id st of danger, fa i th  in  days of doub t and  a 
ra d ia n t hope w hen d e a th  draw s nigh. W h a t fru its  could he 
m ore beuefical in  life th a n  th is  b e lie f?  I f  th e  fru its  approve 
th e  ruo ts, th e n  th e  C h ris tia n  fa ith  in  im m o rta lity  is assuredly  
am ply  d em o n s tra ted  to  be firm ly founded as one of th e  ab id in g  
verities. “T h is  m o rta l sha ll pu t on im m o rta lity  !”

8. Great Li'.r.'brs Be.in-ve, I n  Im m o r ta lity .  N a tu ra lly  the 
a rgum en ts  fo r  im m o rta lity  advanced above have w eighed d if­
fe ren tly  w ith  d iffe ren t individuals. D esp ite  th e  appeal some 
have rem ained  in  doubt, and  even decla red  them selves to  he 
agnostics in  th e  m a tte r . Yo* few' of th em  have faced th e  
a lte rn a tiv e  of a n n ih ila tio n  w ith  equan im ity . T hus H ux ley  
w ro te  to  Jo h n  M orley  in 1883, “ I t  flashes across me a t  a ll  so r t s 
of tim es w ith  a s o r t  of h o rro r , th a t  in  1900 I  sha ll p rob ab ly  
know no m ore of w h a t is going on th a n  I  did in  1800. I  would 
sooner be in  H ell a  good deal, a t  any  ra te  in  one of th e  upper 
circ les w here th e  c lim ate  and com pany a re  n o t too try in g . 1 
w onder if y o u  a re  p lagued in th is  w av.” H ux ley 's  m a te ria lis tic  
th e o ry  of th in g s  said, we p erish  a t  d ea th , b u t h is undyiug desire 
fo r know ledge revo lted  a t  th e  th o u g h t. D arw in  also w rote, 
••It is an  in to le rab le  th o u g h t th a t  m an  and  all o th e r  sen tien t 
beings a re  doom ed to  com plete an n ih ila tio n , a f te r  such long- 
con tinued  an d  slow p ro g ress .” Y e t m a te ria lis tic  th eo rie s  a n ­
n ih ila te  n o t only th e  ind iv idual b u t u ltim a te ly  th e  e a r th  itse lf 
and a ll o rgan ic  th ings. P ro fesso r P a lm e r of H a rv a rd , sadly 
reco rd ing  h is w ife's decease, has w ell voiced th is  revulsion 
ag a in s t th e  a n n ih ila tio n  of p e rso n a lity  : “ T hough  no r e g r e t s

a re  p ro p e r  fo r th e  m an n er of h e r  d ea th , who can con tem pla te  
th e  fac t of i t  and  n o t call th e  w orld  ir ra tio n a l, if o u t of 
deference to  a  few p a rtic le s  of d iso rdered  m a tte r  it  excludes so 
fa ir  a s p i r i t !” P ro fe sso r F iske, h im self a b e liev er in  evo lu tion  a s ­
serts , “ T he m a te ria lis tic  assum ption th a t  th e  life of th e  soul ends 
w ith  th e  life of th e  body, is p erhaps the  m ost colossal in stance  of 
baseless assum ption th a t  is know n in  th e  h is to ry  of p !n !u»> pny .”
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T o th is  P ro fe sso r P au lsen  of B e rlin  adds, “ T he p ro p o sitio n  
th a t  th o u g h ts  a re  in  re a lity  n o th in g  b u t m o v em en ts . in  th e  
b ra in , t h a t  feelings a re  n o th in g  b u t bod ily  processes in  th e  
v aso -m o to r system , is ab so lu te ly  ir r e fu ta b le ; n o t because i t  is 
tru e , how ever, b u t because i t  is m eaningless. T he absu rd  has 
th is  in  com m on w ith  tru th ,  t h a t  i t  can n o t be re fu ted .” W'e 
have th u s quo ted  a t  some len g th  from  a u th o r it ie s  who fo r 
various reasons d iscard  th e  th e o ry  of m a te ria lism , fo r  in  our 
g e n e ra tio n  m a te ria lism  is th e  ch ief cause of d isbelief in  im m o r­
ta l ity . W e m av w ell close w ith  th is  sign ifican t sentence from  
P ro fe sso r T yndall, “ I  have n o ticed  d u rin g  y ea rs  of self observa­
tio n , th a t  i t  is n o t  in  hou rs of c learness and  of v igo r th a t  th is  
d o c tr in e  (of m a te ria lism ) com m ends itse lf to  my m ind ; fo r  in  
th e  presence of s tro n g e r  and  h e a lth ie r  th o u g h t i t  ever dissolves 
a n d  d isappears, as o ffering  no so lu tion  of th e  m y s te ry  in  w hich 
we dw ell a n d  of w hich we fo rm  a  p a r t  !”

F ro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t in  som e fo rm  of an  idea lis tic  in te r ­
p re ta tio n  of th e  universe, th e  g re a t  of ou r race  w ho have 
believed in  im m o rta lity  fo rm  a long l is t of leade rs : S ir  O liver
Lodge, th e  s c ie n t i s t ; S ir  W illiam  O sier, th e  em in en t ph y sic ian  ; 
K ep le r, th e  a s t ro n o m e r ; W illiam  Jam es, th e  psycholog ist. 
A m ong th e  g re a t  poets m ig h t be included a lm o st all, c e r ta in ly  
W o rd sw o rth , T ennyson  and  B row n ing , Longfellow  an d  W h it t ie r  
an d  B ry a n t. I n  l i te r a tu re  com e th e  nam es S c o tt and  D ickens, 
H a w th o rn  and  Irv in g . I n  ph ilosophy  come g re a t nam es an c ien t 
and  m odern  : S o cra tes  and  P la to , K a n t  an d  H egel, G reen  and
th e  C airds , E m erso n  an d  Eucken.

Seeing  th e n  -we a re  com passed ab o u t by so g re a t a cloud 
of w itnesses, le t  us w eigh w ell th e  evidence th a t  led th em  to  
th e i r  several conv ic tions, n o r  lay  aside lig h tly  th is  so g re a t  and  
in sp irin g  pow er w hich has led in  d iv iduals an d  races ever 
b u oyan tly  onw ard  an d  g iven to  te n  m illio n  h e a r ts  undy ing  
hope as th e i r  tim e  cam e to  C ross th e  B a r  !

 ---------

C H R IS T IA N IZ IN G  T H E  C M A N G .

T . T o r r a x c e , A .B .S .

(This letter was written for home friends. We feel sure it is of 
interest to our workers here and so have requested permission for its 
publication. Ed.)

I  have  been h a lf-in -d o u b t th is  y ea r as to  w h e th e r to  send a 
re p o r t  of m y jo u rn ey  to  th e  T rib e s  C o u n try . Y ou  have had



The W est C hina M issionary  News 17

several in  th e  p as t and  as th e  w ritin g  of such necessarily  involves 
a lo t  of re p e tit io n  I  feared  to  risk  th is  and  te ll you again  of th e  
w ork th e re .

T h is  sum m er Tom  w ent w ith  me. H e  pled so h a rd  to  
accom pany me th a t  I  could no t refuse him  though , t r u th  to  tell, 
I  w anted  h is com pany. I t  is ch ee rie r  to  have some one along 
to  w hom you can ta lk  E ng lish . H e  rode beh ind  me on th e  mule 
w here r id in g  was possible. T h is conserved h is s tre n g th  and  we 
go t on fam ously.

M iss H u tch in so n  of th e  F rie n d s ’ M ission trav e lled  w ith  us 
th e  first tw o and  a  h a lf days. One of the  prob lem s a ris in g  ou t 
of ou r effo rts  to  reach  th e  C h’iang  people has been th a t  of 
w inn ing  th e  w om en. I f  th e i r  evangeliza tion  is to  be successful 
i t  m ust p roceed bv ra is in g  th e  wives and  m o th e rs  to  as h ig h  a  
stan d a rd  of C h ris tia n  in s tru c tio n  as th e  husbands and  sons. 
T h is n a tu ra lly  lav  beyond a m ere m an  and since Airs. T o rran ce  
ow ing to  fam ilvencum brance  could n o t go M iss H u tch in son  g lad ly  
responded to  th e  need. T he p lan  was to  conduct a  B ib le  class 
fo r th e  w om en whose husbands w ere C h ris tian s  and  enqu irers. 
T his she did a t  W eichow . ¡Some ten  w om en cam e and  stayed 
in th e  mifMOn prem ises fo r n early  a fo r tn ig h t.

T om  and  I  spend th e  first Sunday a t  W enchuan. F o r  a  
year o r  tw o we have h ad  a  house ren ted  here . T he place has 
been a  h a rd  one to  reach  though  m any  have become genuinely 
friendly , th e i r  in te re s t in  the  G ospel h as been alm ost n il. One 
man la s t y e a r  was won. H e  stood as th e  only  C h ris tian  in  th e  
d is tr ic t.

L ast F e b ru a ry  in an a tte m p t to  g a in  m en I  sen t my C hengtu  
m an to  conduct a m on ths B ible class here . By p ro v id in g  th e i r  
board  he was ab le  to  g a th e r  in  ab o u t a dozen m en fo r 
inst ruc tion . T he n e t resu lt of h is labours w ere tw o C h’iang  and  
one W asze tr ib esm an . One of th e  C h ’iang  was an  old m an  of 
over 70 years w hom  I  have m en tioned  in previous le t te rs . H e  
had been very  fr ien d ly  ev er since my first v is it five years  ago, 
tho all ou r p reach in g  seemed to  rem ain  a t  th a t .  B u t now th e  
tru th  la id  ho ld  on h im . I t  was a  v e ritab le  e leven th  h o u r 
repen tanee fo r a m o n th  o r tw o la te r  he sickened and  died. 
B efore he passed aw ay he cha rg ed  h is son to  come to  church . 
H is  la s t w ords a lm o st w ere a p ra y e r  to  th e  L o rd  to  hold him  
fas t fo r  he w ould n o t cease to  cling  to  h im .

O n th e  Sunday a fte rn o o n  M r. C h ’en th e  evangelist, Air. 
K eo th e  W enchuan  C h ris tia n  w en t w ith  us to  Tseh tou , an 
im p ortan t.C li’ia n g se ttle m e n t. AA’e h ad  very  soon a  nice g a th e rin g
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of people a ro u n d  us. I t  w as good to  n o tice  th ey  h ad  lo s t th e ir  
old  shyness. I \ o t  a  few w om en w ere am ong  them . T hey  said 
;‘we w ould a ll come to  c liurcli if only  M rs. T o rra n c e  could 
v is it us”

O n M onday fo renoon  we clim bed th e  T ong ling  m oun ta in  to  
ca ll on K in g  So, th e  ch ief of th e  W asze tr ib esm en . I  called  
once befo re  a t  h is  f o r t  b u t fa iled  to  find h im  a t  hom e. T h is  
tim e we did. H e  gave us a roya l r.'L-eption. H is  appearance  
was n o t very  k ing ly  fo r  he was sm all of s ta tu re  an d  n o t over 
ro b u st in  appearance  bu t he m ade up fo r his physica l deficiencies 
w hen he began to  ta lk . H e  c e r ta in ly  knew  w h a t my business 
am ong  th e  m oun ta in s was fo r  a lm o st im m edia te ly  of h is own 
acco rd  he began  to  ta lk  ab o u t re lig ion . Speak ing  of th e  
p ro p ag a tio n  of C h r is tia n ity  he said  it would be easie r am ong 
th e  C h ’iang  th a n  am ong o th e r  people fo r th e v  had  no re lig ion . 
T h is  ignorance  of his n e ighbo rs  and  h is co n tem p t fo r th e i r  
sacrific ia l r i tu a l am used me th o ! i t  d id  n o t a lto g e th e r  su rp rise  
me. P agan ism  usually  affects a h ighflow n su p e r io rity  over 
sim p ler and  p u re r  fa ith s . H ow ever, I  was n o t th e re  fo r 
a rg u m en t even th o ’ I  was a  S cotchm an ; I  le t h is  rem arks 
pass fo r  I  w an ted  to  g e t hom e to  h im  th e  message of C h ris tia n ity . 
H e  p rophesied  th a t  w ith in  20 years th e i r  old relig ious would 
have gone fo r  good. W ith  a  touch  of p ride  he w ent on to  say 
he too  had  a B ib le  and  show ed me a n  A .B .8 . copy th e  R ev. H . 
E d g a r  had  g iven him  som e vears ago . I t  was a le a th e r  bound 
ed itio n  of th e  e a r l ie r  version .

T he skins of several golden m onkeys hung  in  h is  co u rty a rd  
d ry in g . A s I  knew  th is  to  be very  ra re  I  asked if th ev  w ere 
sh o t in  h is  m ountains, to  w hich he answ ered affirm atively . H e 
in tended  go ing  soon ag a in  on a  p leasure h u n tin g  exped ition . 
H e  to ld  us th e  w ild yak  grew  to  g re a t d im ensions in  h is 
h in te r la n d . F o re ig n  dogs, in  h is op in ion , could n o t be com ­
p ared  to  th e  n a tiv e  ones fo r  b o rin g  th r o ’ bush and  fo re s t a f te r  
w ild  an im als , b u t he a d m itted  ours w ere su p erio r in a  grass 
co u n try . “ So” in sisted  on us s tay in g  to  d in n e r. T om  was 
trem endously  in te re s ted  in  ev e ry th in g . T o see a  ' “K in g ” and  
d ine  a t  h is bouse was som eth ing  th a t  appealed  to  h is  im ag in a tio n . 
T he  one th in g  lack ing  was th a t  he did n o t see h im  s it t in g  on a 
th ro n e .

W e re tu rn e d  a n o th e r  w av to  v is it a  C h ’iang  fo r t.  T he 
ro ad  was steep  and  n a rro w — it k ep t me w atch ing  T om  and  
w a rn in g  h im  to  bew are  of h is  fee t. H e  seem ed qu ite  w ith o u t 
fear.
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A fte r  W enchuan  we w en t on to  L ifan , only s tav ing  one 
day a t  W eichow . Y ou’ll rem em ber th a t  a t  L ifan  th e re  is a 
C anad ian  M eth o d ist ou t-post th a t  is run  bv th e  co n tr ib u tio n s  of 
th e ir  church  in  Szechuan. M r. C h’en, m y evangelist, 'went w ith  
me. P a s to r  M ao was m ore  th a n  g lad  to  see u.s. H e  was like a 
backw oodsm an a t  hom e w elcom ing one of h is own a f te r  a  long 
spell of loneliness. W e believe we did  h im  and  th e  w ork  good. 
T he m eetings we had  proved  verv  encourag ing . C om pared to  
tw o years ago th e  chu rch  had  gone fo rw ard . T he outlook was 
d is tin c tly  hopeful hu t he was n o t reach ing  th e  C h’iang. T his 
d isappo in ted  me. I  asked him  to  give me a lis t  of th e  C h ’iang 
“fo r ts ” and  I  would send my tw o m en to  v is it them . I  have 
kept, th em  out of the  L ifan  d is tr ic t ,  p re fe rr in g  to  send them  
elsew here b u t on realising  he was n o t ab le  to  get th em  to  come 
in i  th o u g h t we m ust t r y  and help  him .

M r. Sang, th e  C hief of th e  A npo tr ib e , was in to w n  and  he 
called  on me. So did M r. Y ang, th e  ac tin g  C hief of th e  C h ’iang 
who is th e  son nf th e  old C hief. H is  fa th e r  was on th e  
m oun ta ins and  I  m issed seeing h im . M r. Y ang  prom ised, a t  my 
request, to  find and  send dow n to  m e to  C hengtu  th is  next 
w in te r tw o ea rn es t m en fo r P>ible study . I f  thev  come we m ay 
be ab le  to  do som eth ing  fo r the L ifan  C h ’iang.

T hese C hiefs re la ted  to  me th e  s to ry  of th e i r  opposition  to  
th e  C hinese officials la s t y ea r in  g row ing  opium . W hen o rdered  
to  p la n t i t  they  a ll refused. I n  th e  au tu m n  th e  C hinese officials 
dem anded th e  tax  on i t  as if th ey  h ad  grow n  th e  drug. Seeing 
th is  was n o t fo r th co m in g  a conference w as called  w hen th re e  of 
th e  five C hiefs and  th e  son of a fo u r th  w ere held  in  custody 
u n til i t  was paid . T h is  angered  th e i r  fo llow ers so m uch th a t  
a t  once th ey  rushed to  L ifan  w ith  th e i r  a rm s and  p ro m p tly  
released  th e  im prisoned  m en. T he Chinese governm en t had  no 
face to  pursue th e  q u a rr re l fu r th e r  and  th e  m a tte r  dropped.

T h e  p ro c lam atio n  'issued la s t N ovem ber by th e  C iyil 
G o verno r ag a in s t th e  g ro w th  of opium  was not. published a t  
L ifan . A n tic ip a tin g  th is  I  had a special copy sen t on to  Y ang, 
th e  C h ’iang  C hief, and  th is  was posted  up a t  h is  m o u n ta in  
Y am en. I n  th e  m oun ta in s w here th e  C hiefs rule no opium  has 
been grow n  th is  y ea r ag a in  bu t in  o th e r  p a r ts  i t  has been, th o ’ 
n o t in  such a g re a t q u an tity .

F ro m  L ifan  we w ent to  T ongm enw ai, th e  C h’iang  cen tre  
w here th e  firs t C h ’iang  ch u rch  w as e stab lished  la s t year. Now  
th e  C h ris tian s  had  a  bu ild ing  of th e i r  own. T hey had  m o r t­
gaged a  house, r a th e r  half-a-house w ith  tw o room s 20 ft. s  13,
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one over th e  o th e r . T he  low er one had  been cleaned , a  
sm all p la tfo rm  e rec ted , and  fo rm s placed in  it . T he  upper one 
was fo r  th e  p re a c h e r’s residence w hen he was th e re . I t  was 
g ra tify in g  to  see w h a t had  been done. T hey ce rta in ly  w ere 
p roud  of i t .  T he  m o rtg ag e  m oney th ey  had  ra ised  e n tire ly  
them selves. I  on ly  gave th em  to w ard s repa irs .

T he num ber of en q u ire rs  had  grow n to  39, th a t  is 39 m en.
A t W enchuan I  fe lt  som ew hat desponden t a t  th e  slow p ro ­

gress be ing  m ade : h e re  m v w eak fa ith  g rew  s tro n g e r . T he 
C h ris tia n s  w ere fu ll of p lans fo r  th e  fu tu re  ; i t  was ch eering  to 
lis ten  to  them . W hen  thev  g e t th e i r  b ig  real ch u rch  b u ilt by 
an d  by th ey  in ten d  s to r in g  in  i t  a  reco rd  of th e  old C h iang  re ­
lig ion  so th a t  fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s  m ig h t know  th e  n a tu re  of th e  
fa i th  of th e i r  fa th e rs  and  how  i t  onlv  passed aw av at. th e  com ­
ing  to  them  of C h ris tia n ity . W h en  th a t  reco rd  is m ade I ,  fo r 
one, w ill be deeply in te re s ted  in  read ing  i t  and  co m p ar­
ing  th e  docum ent w ith  th e  resu lts  of my own researches.

O n th is  jou rney  I  secured a n  an c ie n t p r ie s t’s staff. I t  
resem bled a  long rod  w ith  a  snake w ound round  it  M oses’ rod, 
as one of th e  C h ris tian s  p u t it.

I  also secured an  an c ie n t b u ria l u rn  of a type  unknow n 
before. A  second som ewhat, d iffe ren t has been prom ised me. 
These I 'l l  p u t in  ou r C heugtu  C h ris tia n  M useum a t  th e  U n io n  
U n iv e rs ity . I  happen  to  be a t  p resen t in te r im  cu ra to r .

T o im prove th e  C h ’iang  c a tt le  stock  I  b ro u g h t th em  up 
th is  tim e  a h a lf-fo re ig n  bull. L a s t au tum n  I  sen t them  one, 
b u t i t  fell dow n a m o u n ta in  an d  was k illed . T h is  one I  sen t to  
a n  opposite  ran g e  w here th e  g raz ing  is less dangerous. By and 
by I  m ay  be ab le  to  find a n o th e r  an im al fo r th em  ; th e  C hengtu  
L 'n iv e rs ity  have now g o t several p u reb red  H o ls te in s  and  m ore 
calves w ill be com ing.

T he  m an  w ho led up th is  an im a l was a young R ong  tr ib e s ­
m en w hom  I  have in  C heng tu  s tudy ing  fo r  som e m onths, p re ­
p a ra to ry  to  send ing  h im  in  to  th e  independen t n a tive  S la tes  
w ith  consignm ents of Gospels. H e  has m ade good p rog ress and 
show n a fine sp ir it .  H e  re tu rn s  in  N ovem ber fo r  fu r th e r  study. 
N ex t sp rin g  if we can secure sufficient T ib e ta n  Gospels, I  p lan  
to  send h im  in  th e  sp rin g  to  Som o, T ongpa an d  C haksgee, etc. 
T h e re  is no one to  tak e  these people th e  m essage of life if ] 
don’t  send i t  to  them .

W e m et a t  W eichow  a band  of L am as from  th e  S ta te s . 
I  had  no G ospels b u t was ab le  to  supply th em  w ith  one o r  tw’O 
C atechism s.
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A t th e  C li’iang  f o r t  of K agu, a  m an  cam e out a f te r  us and  
insisted  on our re tu rn in g  to  h is house fo r a re s t and  a cup of 
tea . H is  ea rnestness of m anner to ld  me he had som eth ing  to  say. 
H e  seated  us in  h is best room  w hich  was well fu rn ished  and  
v ery  b r ig h t fo r a  n a tive  house. A fte r  te a  was b ro u g h t in  he 
began  to  speak of th e  C h’iang  re lig io n  and  its  in tim a te  re ­
sem blance to  Judaism . H e  had  been read in g  G enesis and  
E xodus. F ro m  th is  he launched o u t in to  th e  unknow n o rig in  
of h is  race, s tro n g ly  m a in ta in in g  a t  th e  same tim e  th e ir  equality  
w ith  th e  C hinese and  su p e rio rity  to  th e  tr ib e s  fu r th e r  w est of 
them . H e  w as w ell read  and  spoke so fluently  th a t  i t  was a  
p leasu re  to  lis ten  to  h im , especially  as th e  l ig h t o f C h r is tia n ity  
was b eg inn ing  to  sh ine in  h is h e a r t . W ith  no less earnestness 
th a n  his ow n I  spoke to  h im  of Jesus C h r is t as th e  H ope of a ll 
m en. H e  had  th re e  sons ; one of th e m ,I  th in k , he w ill send to  
C hengtu  to  school : if so, he m ay y e t be a  h e ra ld  of th e  glad 
t id in g s  th a t  cam e to  h is fa th e r  by an  A .B .C . co lp o rteu r- 
p reach er.

B ack a t  W eichow  we found M iss H u tch in so n  much cheered 
by h e r  w ork  am ong  th e  w o m en .. T h e ir  w a rm th  of feeling  and  
h ea rtin e ss  deeply im pressed her. She adm itted , howeye, th e i r  
g re a t need of teach ing . I f  only a  w om an-evangelist could be 
found, she said.

W e m et th e  R ev. D . C. G rah am  h ere  on h is  w ay back  
from  Songpan. H e  w ent th e r e ’in  Ju ly  in  th e  in te re s ts  of th e  
S m ith son ian  In s titu te . H e  had  secured several hund red  b ird s  
and  of insects and  bu tterflies , e tc , several boxes. H e  was 
now on h is way to  W enchuan  to  t r y  and  find ra re  an im als . I  
recom m ended h im  to  g e t K in g  So to  help  h im . H e  did th is. 
I  am  so rry  to  say th a t  a f te r  we p a rte d  he lo s t one of h is coolies 
by d row ning . A rope-b ridge  gave w ay  as he we crossing  and  
fa lling  in to  th e  s tream  was sw ept aw ay and  was n o t seen again . 
G rah am  lo s t a  cam p-bed and  a gun.

W e ourselves go t back  w ith o u t serious inc iden t. T he  only 
in c id en t I  had was a  bruized toe. T om  suffered acu te ly  from  
th e  flees in  th e  v illages : th ey  ac tu a lly  raised  b lis te rs  on him , 
B u t n o th in g  dam ped his in te re s t o r  a rd o r . H e  stood  th e  jo u r ­
ney sp lend id ly  fo r a boy of ten . H is  m o th e r  verily  im agined 
he re tu rn e d  looking  b e tte r  th a n  w hen he w ent. I t  was o th e r ­
wise w ith  M iss H u tch in so n . She had  to  go to  bed w ith  an  
in fected  leg, due p r im a rily  to  flea b ite . O nly  she re g re tte d  in  
no w ay h e r  going. T he coun try , th e  people and  th e  w ork  had  
fired h e r  im ag in a tio n . A s tro n g  evangelical herself, th e
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rom ance of g iv ing  th e  C h ’iang  th e  G ospel h ad  touched  h e r  
h e a r t . She th o u g h t i t  w as w onderfu l th e  w ay th e y  w ere 
respond ing  and  how th ey  tru s te d  us. She found th e re  w as a 
g re a t  open ing  and  th e  only ones try in g  to  m eet i t  w ere ou r 
A .B .5 . m en.

A  young w idow  w as th e  sm arte s t a t  h e r  B ible class. She 
could le a rn  o r  m em orize an y th in g . She w an ted  to  b r in g  h e r  to  
C heng tu  to  M rs. T o rran ce  fo r a  p e rio d  of sy stem atic  in s tru c ­
tio n . "When I  to ld  h e r  she was a  v e ritab le  M agdalene, h e r  
su rp rise  was indeed g rea t. I  rep sa ted  th a t  C h r is t  cam e n o t to  
save th e  rig h teo u s b u t s in n e rs ; she said  th e  sam e th o u g h t was 
in  h e r  ow n m ind . W ere  th is  w om an tru ly  co nverted  she w ould 
be, by G od’s grace, a  g re a t pow er fo r  good. T he o th e r  w om en, 
I  know , g rea tly  benefited  bv th e  class and  w ith  th e i r  advance­
m en t we feel sure th e re  begins a  new  p e riod  of blessing in  th e ir  
h ig h lan d  hom es.

T H E  B L A C K  C A T H E D R A L  O F  T IB E T .

D r t d e x  L i x s l e t  P h e l p s , M . A . ,  B.D .

Less th a n  ten  w h ite  m en have ■ ever beheld th e  h ea th e n  
tem ple  I  am  a b o u t to  describe. Indeed  I  can  h a rd ly  te ll you 
w here  to  look on th e  m ap, w here th e  B ig  G old R iv e r  hu rls  in to  
th e  choco la te  avalanche of th e  T ong  its  chasm -bound furv . 
S o u th eas t of K o k o n o r, n o r th  of th e  Ta T ch ien  L u -B a tan g  road  
on th e  C h ino  T ib e ta n  B o rd er, in  th e  co u n try  w here  D r. S he lton  
w as k illed  th e re  -Rom i D ran g o  clings to  th e  clift w all. B u t 
le t m e open m y d ia ry .

W ed. 26 Ju ly  : R o m i D ran g o  to  B aw ang : 40 l i  (c ir. 15 
m iles); el. 6900 feet. T he  U la g  (pronounced  “u la”, an  e sco rt 
and  ca rr ia g e  of na tiv e  m en, w om en and  ch ild ren , horses, mules 
and  yak  lo a d -c a rr ie rs  enforced  from  each d is tr ic t)  a r r iv in g  
ta rd ily , we le f t th e  filthy  s tre e ts  of R om i on ly  a t  n ine  a.m . 
C louds m an tled  th e  ragged  cliffs as we follow ed a  to r tu o u s  p a th  
up  th e  B ig G old R iv e r. O ne T ib e ta n  to w n  included seventeen
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black  stone to w ers— fo rtre ss , w orsh ip  o r  lookout, no one 
definitely  know s— unpoetica lly  resem bling  M assachusetts shoe 
fac to ry  chim neys. A t a d istance, across th e  riv e r, these  T ib e t­
an  v illage fo rtresses, a ll stone b u ilt, w ith  peaked co rn e rs  and 
tow ers, look  like sum m er m ansions on th e  H udson . E n te re d , 
th ey  a re  foul holes. W e stopped a t  an  inn  fo r lunch. A  li tt le  
g ir l  w ith  face, a rm s and  legs b ro k en  o u t w ith  sm allpox, b ro u g h t 
us w ate r.

“ See th a t  m an  w alk ing  across th e  c o u rt,— th e  one w ith  th e  
w h ite  fee t— he is a lep e r.”

M ore th a n  e ig h ty  p e r cen t of th is  popu la tion  suffer from  
g o itre . T h e ir  ch ins re s t on these huge p ro tuberances, like 
E lizab e th an s  an d  th e i r  ruffles. I t  is a  s tran g e  sensation  to  see 
a ll th e  people, men, w om en and  ch ild ren , go ing  a ro u n d  w ith  th e  
sam e disease, a  disease in  so te r r ib le  and  dangerous a place. 
Im ag in e  w earing  a n  in d o o r baseball under th e  sk in  of vou r jaw .

A t B aw ang we fu rtiv e ly  en te red  th e  co u rt of th e  R ed 
L am aserie , les t we be cau g h t unaw ares by th e  ferocious T ib e tan  
dogs in  th e  court. L ike th e  Ir ish m a n  who saw a sw ord-fish on 
a  C a lifo rn ia  w h arf and  g run ted , “ T he m an who caugh t th a t  is a 
l i a r ”, you w ould ca ll me one, if I  should accu ra te llv  describe to  
you ju s t how  ferocious these T ib e ta n  dogs a re . T he la rg e s t 
surpass o u r M astiff-S t B e rn a rd  com bina tion  in  size. Some are  
red , some taw n v , some black, w ith  g r e a t  m anes of coarse  h a ir  
on th e  fo re  p a r t  of th e  body : th e  haunches lean and close 
cropped, like a  sm all N u b ian  lion. Some years ago I  w alked 
th ro u g h  a long  low  stone m enagerie  in  In d ia , ju s t before  feed­
ing tim e. A sudden, supulchral ro a r , like  Po lyphem us bellow ­
ing  in  h is cave, raised  every  b lade of h a ir  on m y head . A gain  
I  h ea rd  th a t  deep, te r r ib le , unquenchable road  on e n te r in g  th e  
co u rt of a T ib e tan  lam aserie . U sually  th e  m onks re s tra in  these 
beasts by g re a t co lla rs  of yak le a th e r  and  h an d -w ro u g h t chains.

T h is  tim e  they  w ere free, and  cam e ga llop ingacross  th e  stone 
co u rt. A tr ib esm an , e n te r in g  th e  p o r ta l  w ith  us, had  taken  
fo re th o u g h t to  c a rrv  in  h is  hands tw o rocks th e  size of m alle t 
heads. B u t a couple of m onks cam e ru n n in g  o u t from  th e ir  
c o rr id o r  cells and  cu rsing  th e  dogs le ap t upon them , re s tra in in g  
th e i r  sn a rlin g  fu ry  w ith  hands bu ried  in  th e i r  shaggy m anes. A  
m onk lay  h is w hole w eig h t on each dog to  ho ld  h im  dow n u n til 
we h ad  passed.

A  new ly p a in ted  P ra y e r  W heel em bellished  th e  en tran ce , 
d ragons, fish, and  b ro w n h o rn ed  dem ons dep icted  on th is  ve rtica l, 
revo lv ing  cy lin d e r in  flashing p igm en ts of red , yellow , green
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and  blue. S a n sc r it w rit in g , look ing  to  us like e tym olog ica l 
p retzels , filled in  a d eco ra tiv e  b o rd e r. T h is  c ircu la r p e titio n , 
ab o u t n in e  fee t h ig h  and  five fee t in  d iam eter, is tu rn e d  by th e  
devotee like  a sp ir itu a l m erry -g o -ro u n d  ; and  every  rev o lu tion  
ta llie s  on th e  T ib e tan  ce lestia l sco reboard  fo r  as m any  p e titio n s  
as a re  in scribed  on th is  m agnified ro llin g -p in  p ra y e r  wheel. One 
sect tu rn s  th e  -wheel from  le f t to  r ig h t, m u tte r in g , “ O m  m ane 
padm e om ” ; th e  r iv a l sect tu rn s  from  r ig h t  to  le ft, and  
mum bles, “ O me topliu , O me to p h u ”, an d  over th is  d is tin c tio n  
th e re  have been w ars, to r tu re s  an d  m a rty rd o m s. S in is te r  r e ­
flection  of ecclesiastie ism  !

T h a t  n ig h t we s lep t in  th e  h ig h , w ooden-floored, taw d ry  
“P a la c e ” of th e  C h iefta iness T he w indow s, an d  u p p er e a r th e n  
p o rch  overlook  th e  foam ing, tem pestuous riv e r.

T hu rsday , 27 J u ly :  B aw ang to  B a d i : 40 l i ; el. 6 ,800’. 
B ad i-B aw ang  is a  T ib e ta n -T r ib a l p rin c ip a lity , independen t in  
som ew hat th e  sam e w ay as M onaco. B efo re  d e p a rtin g  fo r B adi 
we stood  in  th e  g re a t doorw ay  of th e  L am ase rie  and  listened  to  
th e  m o rn in g  ch an tin g  of th e  m onks an d  neophytes, crouched  like 
g row ing  an im als  in  aisles. C lad  in  v e rm illio n  robes, th ev  
resem bled  a co n g reg a tio n  of execu tioners . A  w re tch ed , ragged  
w o rsh ip p er sto le  up and  dow n th e  sq u a ttin g  ranks, seeking a 
blessing and  bened ic tion  from  these m en ta lly  an d  m o ra lly  
il l i te r a te  p r ie s ts . E ach  m onk  puffed w ith  h is m ou th  on th e  
b en t head  of th e  p easan t ; som e held  a long sheet of th e  open 
sc r ip tu re  above th e i r  m outh . B rea th , th e  b re a th  of life ,— how 
th a t  idea has p erm eated  a ll re lig ions.

A t one p o in t on  th e  ro ad  th e  p o o r U la g  c a rr ie rs , men, 
w om en and  ch ild ren , cam e an d  k n e lt in  th e  g rass  beside th e  
road , and  w ith  clasped h an d s kow -tow ed before us, th e i r  long 
b lack  locks and  queues sw eeping th e  g round . O ld m issionarv  
m agazine p ic tu res  of “ P re a c h in g  th e  G ospel to  th e  H e a th e n ” 
flashed th ro u g h  m y m ind. B u t in  th is  case, i t  w as n o t a th i r s t  
fo r  L iv in g  W a te r , b u t an  acu te  h u nger fo r  sp o t cash, w hich 
p ro m p ted  th e i r  p ro te s ta tio n s .

A  M issouri mule com pared  to  a T rib es  C o u n try  m ule is a 
g en tle  pa lfry . T o m ake th em  am enab le  w ith  a  tr ip le -c u rb e d  
b i t  on a  p recip ice ledge w ould be difficult enough . B u t w ith  
tho n g -la sh ed  sticks fo r  a h a lte r , and  tw isted , c lo th-w oven  b rid le , 
it  is th e  m ule w ho rides ; th e  tra v e le r  m erely  a tte n d  h is 
caprices, in  an  ev er fluc tua ting  s ta te  of suspense betw een  th e  
w ra th  of J e h u  an d  th e  helplessness of ch a rio t-d ra g g e d  H e c to r . 
O ur road  sk ir te d  precipices, c re s t ca reen in g  above us, base y aw n ­
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ing  below us, th e  rocks of our p a th  g rease-slippery  from  th e  ra in . 
Below  fa thom less space churned  th e  c a ta ra c ts  of slid ing  w ater. 
In  places on th e  cliff’ face w here no rock-hew n  w av could be 
gnaw ed in to  th e  lean ing  stone, holes h ad  been som ehow bored 
and  h o rizo n ta l poles stuck in. ITpon these p ro tru d in g  and  
treach e ro u s  supports axe fla ttened  beam s had  been slapped 
dow n,— a scaffolding to  shake th e  nerve  of H o u d in i. I  fo rested  
the d isgrace of "'pulling le a th e r” N ow  I  clung to  th e  m ane of 
m y mule : now perched  on crupper, m a in ta in in g  a ten ta tiv e  
steadiness in  T ib e ta n  iro n  s tirru p s. T he saddle was a "g iang - 
g iu ’ pack-saddle m ended w ith  hanks of le a th e r  ; th e  b rid le  a 
piece of old rag  tu rb an .

A p p ro ach in g  B ad i we caught our first glim pse of th e  B lack  
L am aserie  of B onism , T he B lack C a th e d ra l of T ib e t. L ike a 
fo rb id d in g  R h in e  fo rtre ss , tlii^ m igh ty , square m on as ta rv -tem p le  
rose on a h ills ide  above the r iv e r. A t each co rn e r, w here 
N o tre  D am e w ould have a chim e re o r  griffin, a  h igh , u n o rn a ­
m ented  tr ia n g u la r  stone peak o r  to o th  cu t th e  skvline fifteen 
feet above th e  u pper ba lu strade . I t  is said  th a t  th e  jagged  
m o un ta in  peaks of th e  T ib e tan  steppes have thus influenced th e  
a rc h ite c tu re . A  w ide black s tr ip e  g ird led  th e  fo u r walls, 
conveving a b iz a r r i  effect no t un like th e  F lo re n tin e  D uom o. 
A  tow er su rm ounted  th is  g rey  pile.

T he firs t stone gatew ay b ro u g h t us in to  a la rg e  o u te r c o u r t- 
a g re a t square c lo is te r ,— w here we tied  our horses and  m et th e  
fr ien d ly  m onks who descended th e  h ig h  stone steps of th e  d is ta n t 
tem ple p o r ta l. T hey  w ere exceedingly  co rd ia l, fo r th e  Bons, 
th e  B lack  Sect of T ib e tan  B udhism , a re  few in  num ber, and  fe a r  
th e i r  la rg e r  and  r ic h e r  rivals, th e  lie d  and  the  Y ellow  Sects. 
The B ons th e re fo re  co u rt friendsh ip , w hile th e  devotees of th e  
lie d  and  th e  Y ellow  L am aseries a re  b are ly  to le ra n t  of th e  
s tra n g e rs  ap p ro ach . I  believe th e re  a re  bu t th re e  of fou r B on 
L am aseries in  th e  w o rld — all in  T ib e t.

As one descends in to  the su b te rra n e a n  D rav id ian  Tem ple 
a t  M ad u ra  in  S ou th  In d ia  one en te rs , as i t  w ere, th e  u n d e r­
g round  passages of th e  rac ia l soul. Such a  sensation  oppresses 
one p eerin g  in to  th e  fo re s t gloom  of B ad i’s p illa red  nave. Of 
a ll  th e  E u ro p ean  c a th e d ra ls  C ologne is to  me th e  m ost in sp iring . 
I t s  superb  G oth ic  p illa rs  have an  a iry  l i f t  to  th e i r  po in ted  
a rch es unequalled . I t  is said th a t  th e  e a r ly  bu ilders designed 
these m assive colum ns and  upper tr a c e ry  to  recall th e  deep 
fo rests , w here  th e  s p ir i t  of th e  w o rsh ip p er follow ed h is gaze 
a lo ft to  th e  th ro n e  of G od. N ow  am id a ll th e  so rd id  heathen ism
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w hich  a lm o st overw helm s, B ad i’s fo r ty -tw o  g re a t  b lack  p illa rs  
l i f t  th e  gaze-and th e  h e a r t- f ro m  th e  bes tia l v u lg a rity  of g reasy  
sh rin es  to  th e  h ig h  l ig h t of th e  open tow er. T he a sp irin g  q u a lity  
of hum an  w orsh ip  is com m on to  a ll  re lig ions, how ever debased 
and  clogged by u n w o rth y  form s. These fo r ty - tw o  p illa rs  a re  
fo r ty - tw o  tre e s  b ro u g h t fro m  th£  T ib e ta n  m oun ta in s . I n  th e  
shadow ed tw il ig h t of th e  tem p le  in te r io r , w ith  th e  yellow  
w este rn  ray s d r if tin g  th ro u g h  g ra te d  w indow s, i t  w as indeed a 
B lack  F o re s t. O n these som bre  p ila s te rs  hung  an c ie n t flags, 
m asks, spears, sw ords and  gaudy sym bols of fe s ta l days, now 
d a rk en ed  w ith  th e  g rim e of decades. Save fo r  sca tte red , b a rre d  
u pper w indow s-“ c lea r s to rey  lig h ts”-the  gloom y in te r io r  is 
l ig h te d  only  by th e  c e n tra l open tow er, b u ilt like th e  E ly  la n te rn  
b u t in fin ite ly  less harm o n io u s in  co lo r o r  sym m etry . O n th e  
p la s te re d  w alls huge m ura ls flam ed and  g lared , s i t t in g  B uddhas 
p a in ted  in  b r i l l ia n t  ind igo , V erm illion, b row n, and I  reca ll n o t 
how m any o th e r  shades ; w hile below  an d  a ro u n d  these  sq u a ttin g , 
f a t  figures a  th ousand  and  one in ca rn a tio n s , m ale an d  fem ale, 
dem ons and  an im als , tr ick ed  o u t w ith  every  o rn a m e n t and  
a t t i r e  possible to  a  lu r id  an d  devious im ag in a tio n . W h a t a f a r ,  
f a r  c ry  a l l  th is  to  th e  sim ple an d  p ro found ly  sp ir itu a l frescoes 
of G io tto  in  th e  D uom o ! As som eone said of T u rn e r ’s p a in tings , 
th is  frenzy  of in sane co lo ra tio n  resem bles a  ca lico -co lo red  ca t 
gone crazy  in  a p la t te r  of tom atoes.

B u t 1 w ill n o t dw ell upon these fa t-b e llied  d ie tie s  w ith  
th e i r  s ta r in g  eyes and  pudgy, L rao e le tted  a rm s. A t th e  head 
of th e  c e n tra l a isle, beh in d  a screen  of fine ch icken-w ire , s its  in  
u n d is tu rb ed  rev e rie  a  go lden  B uddha. B u t a ll th a t  g li t te r s  is 
n o t gold. I t s  glossy ep ithe liu m  is p ro b ab ly  on ly  sk in  deep-like 
its  d ig n ity . M ost of th e  gods of C h in a— and  I  believe of T ib e t-  
a re  m ud and  lim e p la s te r  on s tra w  and  bam boo fram ew ork . I  
know  a  gaudy god of w ealth  who is so re ly  ou t a t  the  elbow , 
s traw -an d -filire  bone s tick in g  th ro u g h  h is  seedy g e n tility . 
B eh ind  th is  caged d iv in ity  rose in  th e  dusty  darkness o th e r  
obliv ious, ak im boed , cross-legged idols. On th e  le f t of these 
c e n tra l im ages s tan d  a row  of double figures, eaoli e ig h t o r 
te n  feet h ig h , w ith  th e  sym bols of th e  w orsh ip  of p ro c re a tio n  a t  
th e i r  fee t. T hey  a re  th e  C o p u la ting  B uddhas, th e  in c a rn a tio n  
of debauchery , th e  ep itom e of fe tid  d e g ra tio n . “ F o r  of old 
tim e  I  have b ro k en  th y  yoke, and  b u rs t th v  bonds ; an d  th o u  
sa id st, I  w ill n o t serve ; fo r  upon every  h igh  h il l and  u n d er 
every  g reen  tr e e  th o u  d id s t how  thyself, p lay in g  th e  h a r lo t .” 
T h e re  a re  som e tra v e le rs  w ho condone th is  sym bolic  nastiness
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as a  v en e ra tio n  of th e  m ysterious and  m arvelous c rea tiv e  energy  
of God. Of such one m ay say w h a t w as said of a  ce rta in  
tra v e le r  : “ H e  h asn ’t  enough re lig io n  to  wad a sho t-gun  !”
H ow ever la ti tu d in a r ia n  one’s v iew po in t m ay  be, how ever 
ec lec tric  h is  ph ilosophy , a m an tre a d s  dangerous g round  when 
he a tte m p ts  to  d ra g  sp ir itu a l m eanings th ro u g h  such a w elte r 
of sensual rep resen ta tio n s .

T he p rie s ts  show ed us every  courtesv  in  e sco rtin g  us to  
upper g a lleries, th ro u g h  la b y r in th in e  passages and  ou t on th e  
g re a t i!at roof. T h e ir  sim p lic ity  an d  kind liness m arked  them  
superio r to  th e  ob jects of th e ir  w orsh ip , g rin n in g  h o rr ib lv  from  
th e  w alls. B u t th is  is n o t an  anom aly  confined to  “h ea th en ism ”. 
A board b o u n d  se t of th e  S an sc r it S c rip tu res , s ta ined  w ith  th re e  
thum b-daubs of blood, and  d arkened  bv countless g reasy  hands, 
lay  on a  low  bench . M r. Loo, a  C hinese s tu d e n t who accom ­
panied  o u r p a r ty , e n te re d  in to  long  d ip lo m atic  n e g o tia tio n s  fo r 
th is  ra re  souvenir ( ra re  to  us b u t com m onplace to  them ). In  
place th ey  offered a new , unstained  copy-m ore a tt ra c t iv e , b u t 
lack ing  th e  “ local co lo r” (and sm ell !) of th e  used copy. As I  
was leav ing  th e  tem ple  a bow ing m onk  p resen ted  me w ith  th e  
coveted  tre a su re . T h a t n ig h t by  m essenger I  p resen ted  h im  in  
re tu rn  w ith  fo re ig n  cakes of choco la te  w rapped  in  red  paper, in  
a  “ G eorge W ash in g to n  Coffee” can.

B efo re  o u r d ep a rtu re  in  th e  la te r  a fte rn o o n , th e  p rie s ts  held  
a service fo r  us. I n  row s a long  th e  p illa rs  they  sq u a tted  on 
cushions befo re  low  benches on w hich lay  th e  m any loose leaves 
of th e i r  S c rip tu res . A t  th e i r  h an d  stood  th e  n everfa iling  
T zaam ba bow l, a  h o t, th ick , g reasy  b rew  of s tro n g , coarse  tea , 
m eal and  m elted  yak  b u tte r  (long, b lack  yak  h a ir s  n o t excluded !). 
T hen  th e  m usic an d  th e  ch an tin g  opened fire ; th e  guns of M ons, 
fligh t of th e  W alk u re  in  th e  Y ale  Bow l, jazz of th e  P a r is ia n  
dem i-m onde, ee rie  rum b ling  of M ao ris  in to n in g , ghoulish  cry  of 
C hinese m usic . . . .  A lex an d e r’s R ag tim e  B and  ou tragged  and  
outjazzed. C onch shell ho rns, tam b o u rin es an d  a  b rass  h y b rid  
betw een a  c o rn e t and  a tro m b o n e  w h ined  and  w ailed  above th e  
boom ing  of th re e  im m ense suspended bass d rum s. T h en  th e  
pound ing  of th e  d rum s in  w eird  synch ron ism  a lte rn a te d  w ith  th e  
scream  of th e  h o rn s ,— th is  rabb le  and  ro u t of sound finally  
dy ing  aw ay  in  a  long  and  lonely  b la s t re v e rb e ra tio n  d ism ally.

F in a lly  we tu rn e d  to  leave th is  m orgue  of pessim ism , fu ry  
and  b e a s tia lity . S ta r in g  eyes, o range, red  an d  yellow  figures 
m elted  in to  th e  darkness th e  silence of n ig ’n t- th e i r  p ro p e r abode. 
T he  ponderous doors, w ith  th e i r  panels of h a lfb ird  and  half-
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m an, crunched  on th e i r  iro n  flanges-closing in  h ea th en ism  fo r 
a n o th e r  n ig h t, free in g  us to  th e  open sky, th e  s ta rs  an d  th e  
m ountains.

♦
 » ♦ » ♦ •---------

A  V IS IT  TO  L IT  A N G

R u d o l p h  L . C 'rook, M .D .

W h ile  I  was a tte n d in g  th e  C h en g tu  L anguage School M r. 
J .  H . E d g a r  gave a lec tu re  on T ib e t especially  em phasizing  
L ita n g . E v e r  since I  have looked long ing ly  beyond th e  w h ite  
snow  cones to  th e  'W est, p lan n in g  to  v is it th e  reg ions beyond. 
M y g u ard ian  co n ste lla tio n  ap p eared  in  th e  heavens th is  p as t 
sum m er and  w ith  th e  k ind  assistance of H .B .M . C onsul-G eneral
G. A . Com be, M r. E d g a r  arid I  w ere ab le  to  leave T ach ien lu  
J u ly  1 0 th  fo r L ita n g .

S ince th e  R ev o lu tio n  of 1911, L ita n g  has been a closed 
reg ion  an d  as f a r  as I  know , no fo re ig n e r  h as v is ited  th e  place 
these  tw elve years . N a tu ra l ly  M r. E d g a r  was anxious to  rev is it 
h is fo rm e r field of la b o r  to  s c a t te r  l i te ra tu re , an d  I  was m ore  
anx ious to  see th e  beyond. W ith  six Y ak  and  th r e e  T ib e tan  
ponies, we c lim bed  th e  rough , sto n y  p a th  o v e r th e  Jed o  P ass 
(14900  feet). F ro m  th is , a  new  w orld  g ree ts  th e  tra v e le r . T he 
rough , c raggy , g ray  peaks have g iven w ay to  ro llin g , rounded, 
g reen  h ills . T he d ash ing  m o u n ta in  s tre a m s a re  replaced bv 
deep fe r tile  valleys w ith  slow m ean d e rin g  s tream s w here  th e  
T ib e ta n s  ra ise  b a rley  and  w hea t. As fa r  as th e  eye can  see all 
is a  s tre tc h  of h ig h  ro llin g  g reen  h ills  w ith  deep valleys. 
F u r th e r  in, th e  lan d  is m ore fla ttened , w hile  in  th e  deeper 
valleys a re  found ab u n d an t fo rests  of p ine, spruce, fir, p rick ly  
oak, and  num erous f r u i t  trees. H ow ever, on th e  h ig h  h ills  th e re  
is n o th in g  bu t a  sea of g reen , w here th e  nom ads p itc h  th e ir  
te n ts  to  p a s tu re  th e i r  yak, sheep and  horses.

In  five days we reached  H oko  (Y ach iunghsien ) a f te r  go ing  
over G a-chI P ass  (15600  fee t) ju s t a f te r  a  snow storm , so th a t  
th e  snow s til l rem ain ed  on th e  n ea rb v  h ills . H oko  is a  sm all 
official c e n te r  on th e  Y alung  R iv e r, th o  of no im p o rtan ce  a^ a 
tr a d in g  place. S ince th e  m ain  ro ad  to  L hassa  passed th ru
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H oko a good suspension b ridge  was con stru c ted  across th e  
Y alung  in  1911 by tw o F ren ch  eng ineers a t  a  cost of $500,000. 
S h o rtly  a f te r  com pletion , th is  fine s tru c tu re  was cu t dow n to  
keep back a h o a rd  of robbers. T oday  the  tw o  end bu ttresses 
stand  as tw o sandstone  obelisks in  m em ory, of th e  carefu l w ork  
of th e  eng inee rs  and  th e  ingenu ity  of C hao E r  Fung , th e  la s t 
Szechw an V iceroy .

F o u r m ore days and  we w ere in  L itan g . T h is  p a r t  of th e  
road has long  been unsafe and  th e  H oko  official th o t  i t  w ise to  
send 20 guns w ith  us and  wisely so, since fo u rteen  b an d its  made 
a  has'-y appearance  n e a r  L itan g , b u t ju s t as h a s ty  a  re tre a t . 
T h is  road goes over five m o u n ta in  passes (14,000 to  15,600 
feet) w hile  passing  th ru  only tw o se ttlem en ts . C hao E r  F ung  
a t  th e  tim e  of h is  conquest of th is  reg ion  b u ilt num erous rest- 
houses o r  inns a lo n g  th is  road, b u t today  only  one unusable 
resthouse rem ains s tan d in g . T h is  m ade i t  necessary  fo r  us to  
cam p in  th e  open one n ig h t. T h a t  n ig h t is long to  be re ­
m em bered. Ja c o b  had  a  stone fo r  a  pillow , ours was a  stone 
b ed ; Ja c o b  saw  th e  heavens open and  angels going up and 
down, we saw  th e  heavens re n t and  weep b it te r ly  a ll  n ig h t. X o t 
hay ing  te n ts  we w ere  g lad  to  dispense w ith  soaked bedding  and  
be off a t  2.00 a .m . in  a  cold drizzly  ra in .

Ju ly  2 0 th  we cam e w ith in  s ig h t of th e  L ita n g  p la in  from  
the 15,600 fo o t pass. T he p la in  is ab o u t 60 li  long and  30 li 
wide w ith  th e  L ita n g  R iv e r  w inding  its  se rp en tin e  course th ru  
g reen  pastu rage , w here num erus specks of b lack  and  w h ite  yak  
and sheep, a re  g raz ing . L a te r  I  w as to ld  th a t  th e re  á re  50,000 
sheep, 40 ,000  yak, and  over 1000 horses on th e  p lain . T w enty  
li m ore  and  L ita n g  (L i H w a H sien ) can be seen nestled  am ong 
th e  h ills . T he  tw o golden tow ers of th e  lam asery  a t  once 
s tr ik e s  th e  eye and  stands ou t above th e  tem ple bu ild ings and 
lam as: q u a rte rs  in  th e i r  nx iroon  and  yellow  co lor. O ver 3,500 
lam as a re  reg is te red  h ere  th o  a t  th e  tim e  of ou r v is it m any 
w ere n o t a t  hom e.

L ita n g  p ro p e r  is a  com pact s t re e t  ab o u t fo u r h u nd red  yard s 
long and  ten  fee t in  w id th  lined  w ith  one s to ry  m ud o r  stone 
houses w ith  th e  usual fla t m ud roof a f te r  T ib e tan  fash ion . T here  
a re  no alleys o r ,.c e n tra l  co u rty a rd s. T he  w alls ad jo in  and 
ex tend  back  fo r  th re e  o r  fo u r room s. T hus a i r  and  l ig h t is 
only  o b ta in ab le  from  th e  fro n t, re a r , o r  above. The room  jVI r. 
E d g a r  and  I  occupied had  only a sm all one foo t square opening 
in  th e  ce iling  w hich  served as chim ney, w indow  and  ven t. In  
such dw ellings th e  C hinese and  T ib e tan s  live as ne ighbors, the
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C hinese h av in g  to  a  la rg e  e x te n t ad o p ted  th e  T ib e ta n  custom s 
an d  re lig io n . A n o u t 150 fam ilies live thus, m ak ing  a liv in g  as 
m erch an ts  an d  tr a d e rs . O n th e  p la in  and  n ea rb y  h ills  we find 
250 m ore fam ilies liv in g  in  com m odious T ib e ta n  houses, o r  in  
ten ts . T hus L ita n g  has in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  of 6000 to  7000 
people, a ll liv in g  a t  a n  a lt itu d e  of 13500 o r  13900 fees above 
sea level. Is  th is  th e  h ig h es t c ity  in  th e  w orld  w ith  th is  popu la­
tio n  ?

W h a t does L ita n g  produce ? G rass, yak , sheep, horses, 
T ibe tans, ha lf-b reeds. Of course th e  C h inese t r y  to  ra ise  a  few 
vegetab les in  w alled  off gardens, b u t by th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f Ju ly  
they  w ere only  tw o inchesabove th e  g ro u n d - re a l in c u b a to r  babies. 
T he C hinese have w ondered  w hy rice  w ill n o t g row  on th is  13500 
fo o t p la in  as well as on th e  C heng tu  p la in . M r. E d g a r  te lls  a  
legend of th is  reg ion  :— “ W h ile  Y oh  C hung  C h i w as engaged  in  
th e  conquest of T ib e t a  L ita n g  lam a by th e  use of b lack  m agic 
claim ed  th a t  he  could stop  th e  v ic to rio u s Y oh. T he  L am a w as 
cap tu red  an d  sen tenced  to  be executed . H e  sa id  th a t  he  could 
n o t be executed . T he  fearless Y o h  o rd e red  h is execu tion  b u t as 
soon as d ecap ita ted  a n o th e r  head  g rew  in  th e  p lace of th e  fo rm er. 
T h is  happened  seven tim es. W h en  th e y  w ere to  d ecap ita te  h im  
th e  e ig h th  tim e  th e  L am a said , ‘I f  you do n o t stop  th is  som eth ing  
w ill g ro w  up w hich  no C hinese can d ecap ita te , an d  m oreover 
th is  g lo rious and  fe r tile  p la in  of L ita n g  w ill be un p ro d u c tiv e  
fo re v e r .’ T he  ex ecu tio n e r’s kn ife  fe ll th e  e ig h th  tim e. X o  
head  reappeared , b u t to  th e  W est w as seen r is in g  a p y ra m id a l 
m o u n ta in , th e  shape of th e  executed  lam a’s h a t, w hich  to  th is  
day  b ea rs  s ilen t w itness to  th e  N in e -H ead ed -L am a’s cu rse .” I t  
is of special in te re s t  th a t  M r. E d g a r  once was asked  to  rem ove 
th is  curse of unproductiveness.

O n o u r hom ew ard  tr ip  we en co u n te red  a  ra in  an d  h a il s to rm  
in  passing  over th e  G a-C h i P ass  b u t i t  c lea red  th e  a i r  fo r  a  m ost 
g lo rious view  of th e  snow  m oun ta in s . N o r th , E a s t, S o u th  in  a 
sem icircle , silv ery  peaks spark led  in  th e  sun. P ro m  C hengtu , 
O m ei S han , an d  P e h  L u h  T in , we have seen a  g re a t snow  cone 
to  th e  W est, now  we w ere look ing  a t  th e  sam e peak  fro m  th e  
o th e r  side a t  a  d is tance  of 25 m iles. T he  w h ite  gorgeous peak 
sto o d  as a  g ia n t am ong  pygm ies, th e  snow lin e  being  a t  least
10,000 fee t below  th e  sum m it o f th e  to w erin g  cone. W ith  
th is  view  in  m em ory  we re tra c e d  o u r steps to  T ach ien lu , w ish ing  
to  spend a n o th e r  season on th e  T op  of th e  W o rld .
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L IT T L E  L E S S O N S  F R O M  L I F E .

E s t e r  B .  L e w i s .

G oing  to  th e  m oun ta in s th is  year, we b ro u g h t ou r no t-a- 
yeai'-o ld  p e t c a t, B obby, so nam ed because she is s tub -ta iled . 
T he m o tio n  and  confinem ent w ith in  th e  c h a ir  f r ig h te n e d  h e r  to  
nervous ch ills , w hen she trem b led  ex ac tly  as we hum ans do u nder 
g re a t  nervous tension . O ver an d  o yer ag a in  d id  she a tte m p t 
jum ping  out. S everal tim es w hen  I  fa iled  to  re s tr a in  h er, h an g ­
ing  suspended in  m id -a ir  bv th e  co rd  w hich  bound h e r  to  th e  
ch a ir . Specia lly  was she fr ig h ten e d  to  bu lg ing  eye and  fra n tic  
e ffo rt to  escape, by c reak ing  w hee lbarrow s and  th e  rush  and  
ro a r  of th e  m o u n ta in  stream s, we crossed and  re-crossed. A p ­
p a re n tly  she im agined  h e r  f r ig h ts  and  tro u b le s  w ould cease could 
she b u t reach  th e  so lid  old e a r th  o r  a t  le a s t some place out of 
th e  confin ing  ch a ir . I  tr ie d  rep rim an d s  by w ay of s te rn  voice 
an d  gen tin  tap s  w hich  qu ieted  h e r  w ild ideas of escape fo r a 
tim e, b u t im m ed ia te ly  a  screech ing  b a rro w  o r  th e  rush  of w a te r 
reached  h e r  e a r, up she jum ped  m iao -ing  and , now  and  again , 
g row ling  a t  m y re s tra in in g  hand . T hen  I  tr ie d  gen tle  tones, 
ta lk in g  as to  a  ch ild , and  .soothing stro k in g s , h o ld ing  h e r  t ig h t  
up to  m e. T h is  qu ie ted  h e r  nervous tre m b lin g  an d  reassured  
h e r  tro u b led  m ind , b u t fo r a season. She was convinced som e 
o th e r  w ay w as b e tte r  th a n  th e  one by w hich she was being  con­
veyed an d  n e ith e r  c o m fo rt n o r  rep rim a n d  served to  quell fu lly  
h e r  ap p reh en sio n  of tro u b le  and  d anger.

I  w as rem inded  of o u r hum an e ffo rts  to  go som e o th e r  way 
th a n  th e  one G od is ta k in g  us ; how  H e  has to  use m eans to  
co m fo rt an d  console, now  to  rep rove  and  rebuke fo r  o u r lack  of 
fa i th  in  H is  guidance and  care. H ow , fo rg e ttin g  th e  assurances 
of H is  lead in g  and  care , we s^gain and  ag a in  s trugg le  to  get our 
ow n w ay, on ly  to  be led  back  to  H is  p a th  u n ti l  one day, soon 
o r  la te , we do reach  fu ll assurance o f fa i th  and  rea lly  “ res t in  
th e  L o rd ”.

O n th e  ascen t beyond  K u an  K eo, w ind an d  ra in  buffeting  
w eary tra v e lle rs , fro m  mv w ell c u rta in e d  c h a ir , I  saw ahead  of
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me, c lim b ing  on bound feet, ia  th e  te e th  of th e  w ind, a  w om an 
an d  h e r  d a u g h te r . T h e ir  one p ap e r C hinese um bre lla  h ad  been 
tu rn e d  inside  o u t by th e  w ind and  sh redded  in to  th re e  m ain  
p a r ts . O ne of these  th e  g ir l  h ad  over h e r  head , th e  a tta c h e d  
hand le  h an g in g  dow n h e r  back . T he m o th e r  ( I  to o k  h e r  to  be) 
c a rr ie d  a lo f t a n o th e r  th i r d  of a fo resa id  u m bre lla , essay­
in g  to  keep  h e r  head  d ry . I n  h e r  r ig h t  haDd was th e  la s t th i rd  
and  a  b ig  bu lg ing  p ap e r fan . A s I  cam e up a f te r  th em  she 
stopped , tr y in g  to  tu ck  th is  unw ield ly  fan  u n d er h e r  g a rm en t 
beh ind , w ish ing  to  keep it  d ry , no d o u b t ; b u t ’tw as to o  bu lky  
and  w ou ldn 't be tucked  aw ay  e ith e r  befo re  o r  beh ind , as she 
had  decided ju s t as I  cam e ab re a s t. Ju d g e  m y as to n ish m en t to  
see th e  m o th e r  tu rn in g  to  th e  g ir l, m ake som e lau g h in g  rem ark  
to  w h ich  she responded  w ith  an  answ ering  good n a tu re . A s­
to n ish ed  I  was, because n in e  o u t of te n  m o rta ls  w ould have 
ca rr ie d  faces b lack  w ith  ill-n a tu re  over N a tu re ’s weepy, blow y 
m ood, an d  th e i r  ow n sm all m isfo rtunes. To ju s t g lance th e i r  
sm ilins; faces as I  passed, b ro u g h t a sm ile to  m v ow n none-too- 
h appv  coun tenance  and  an  ad m o n itio n , “ D on’t  g rouch  ; sm ile 
over vo u r d iscom fo rts  and  o th e rs  w ill sm ile w ith  vou ’.

E D U C A T IO N A L  U N IO N  N O T E S .

T he  E xecu tive  have recom m ended th a t  th e  B o a rd  of E d u ­
c a tio n  m eet in  C hungk ing  th e  w eek en d in g  N o v em b er 15tli. I f  
th is  p rove  co n v en ien t fo r  th e  people of th e  E a s te rn  D is tr ic t , 
th e  m eetin g  w ill be h e ld  th e re .

M r. B row n  and  A1 r. F a n g  expect to  v is it T ’ong C huan, 
M ienchow , M ienchuh an d  P en g h sien  to  m eet w ith  th e  E d u ­
c a tio n a l w o rk ers  a n d  discuss p rob lem s connected  w ith  school 
w o rk  and  to  g e t recom m endations fo r  th e  B o a rd  of E d u ca tio n . 
L a te r  i l r .  H u a  S h ien  D a  an d  Air. B ro w n  w ill s t a r t  fo r  C h u n g ­
k in g . T hey  w ill spend a  sh o r t  tim e  a t  th e  s ta tio n s  a lo n g  th e  
riv e r. A f te r  th e  m ee tings w hich  a re  p ro jec ted  fo r  C hungk ing , 
d u rin g  th e  w eek betw een  N o \ \  1 0 -15 th , th e y  w ill com e b ack  bv 
Tzechow , T zeliu tsing , Ju n g h s ien  an d  Jenshow .
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T he la rg e s t m a t te r  to  be ta k e n  up is com prehensive policy  
fo r th e  p re p a ra tio n  of our teachers. P e rh a p s  no single m a tte r  
in  reg a rd  to  M ission education  is so sign ifican t o r  so p ressing  
a:- th a t  of a  te a c h e r- tra in in g  policy. I t  is a  g re a t p leasure to  
re p o r t th a t ,  due to  several fa c to rs  doubtless, b u t c e r ta in ly  to  
a. g re a t e x te n t to  th e  co -o p sra tio n  of m any en th u s iasts  who have 
influence w ith  s tu d en ts  w ho a re  com ing to  C hengtu , th e  N o rm al 
School is fu ll to  capacity . M any studen ts have been tu rn ed  
w a v .  T he Sum m er N o rm a l an d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  courses in  
E d u ca tio n  a re  flou rish ing  so fa r  as s tuden ts  a re  concerned . A  
m ore adequa te  p rog ram m e, m in is te rin g  to  P r im a ry  school needs 
in  o th e r  p a r ts  of th e  prov ince and  g iv ing  m ore  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
advanced w ork  in  E d u ca tio n  is req u ired . I t  w ould seem too , 
th a t  p ro v isio n  should be m ade fo r m a in ta in in g  th e  p rofessional 
sp ir i t  of teach e rs  th ro u g h  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  of teach e rs  and 
th ro u g h  Sum m er S ch o o ls .

T he m a t te r  of tex tbooks, reg u la tio n s  fo r  exam in a tio n s, 
problem s of superv ision , and  the  re la tio n  of m ission  schools to  
G overnm en t education  w ill receive a tte n tio n .

L a s t y e a r’s A nnual m eeting  decided th a t  th e  U n io n  should 
o iler to  m a rk  th e  papers fo r th e  2nd y ear H ig h e r  P r im a ry  
studen ts and  issue H . P . g rad u a tio n  certif ica tes  to  successful stu 
den ts of an v  H . P  schools w hich m ig h t apply  fo r  such exam ­
in a tio n . T h is  w as considered  sim ply a  p riv ilege  offered to  
schools w hich w an ted  to  ad o p t th e  N ew  System  im m ediately . 
A bou t 1 3 of th e  schools reg is te red  in  th e  U n io n  took  a d v a n ­
tage  of th is  p riv ilege . I t  has p roved  how ever, th a t  p rac tic a lly  
a ll schools wish to  change to  th e  N ew  System  and  w ish  th ey  
had availed  them selves of th e  o p p o rtu n ity . I n  view of the  
fac t th a t  th e  U n io n  d id  n o t c lea rly  foresee th e  fu tu re , and  so 
did n o t advise  a ll  schools to  have th e i r  papers m ark ed  by th e  
U n ion , th e  E xecu tive  a t  its  la s t m ee tin g  decided to  ask  a ll H ig h e r  
P r im a ry  schools to  fo rw a rd  th e  m ark s of H . P . p re lim in a ry  
papers m ark ed  locally , to  th e  U n ion  and  on  th e  basis of these  s tu ­
den ts w ill be aw ard ed  diplom as.

A  th i rd  v e a r ex am in a tio n  how ever w ill be g iven n ex t 
sum m er and  H .P . ce rtif ica tes  of th e  O ld  s ty le  w ill be issued, 
also . I t  is hoped  how ever th a t  as m any  stu d en ts  as pos­
sib le  w ho p ropose to  tak e  th is  y e a r’s w o rk  will tak e  th e  course 
recom m ended bv th e  un ion  fo r  th e  1st y ea r Ju n . M iddle School.

H . G. B ro w n , General See try .
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NOTICE.

Proposed Changes in C onstitu tion .
o f  the West Chiu.a C h ris tia n  E d u ca tio n a l U nion. 

Resolved, T h a t we change th e  sec tion  IV  to  read  ■
T he  E d u ca tio n a l U n io n  sh a ll fu n c tio n  th ro u g h  (1) T he 

B o a rd  of E d u ca tio n , ( 2) T he  E xecu tive  C om m ittee  of th e  B o ard  
of E d u ca tio n , and  (3) D is t r ic t  E d u ca tio n a l A ssociations.

R esolved, T h a t change sec tion  V I I  to  read  ;—

D istr ic t E d uca tionrd  A ssociations ;

These A ssocia tions shall m eet in  such cen tre s  as m ay desire 
th em  an d  as freq u en tly  as th e y  see fit fo r th e  discussion of 
m a t te r  of E d u ca tio n a l im p o rtan ce , and  th e  m a in ten an ce  of th e  
in te re s t  of th e  teac h e rs  in  C h ris tia n  Schools in  th e  w ork  of th e  
U n io n . T hey  m ay receive re p o r ts  fro m  th e  S enate  of th e  
W ,C .U . U n iv e rs ity  an d  th e  N o rm als  School. T hey  sha ll have 
th e  r ig h t  to  m ake recom m endations to  th e  B o ard  of E d u ca tio n . 
In  m ak in g  recom m endations to  th e  B o a rd  i t  sha ll be s ta te d  
how m any m em bers w ere e lig ib le  from  th e  D is t r ic t  fo r  m em b er­
sh ip  and  how  m any  w ere in  a tten d an ce  w hen th e  recom m end­
a tio n s  w ere  passed. I t  is recom m ended  t h a t a ll c e n tra l s ta tio n s  
form  associa tions.

H o m e k 0. B r o w n .
( I t  is also suggested th a t  w hen  m a tte rs  of g re a t im p o rtan ce  

a re  to  be up fo r  discussion, th a t  a  nu m b er of D is tr ic ts  may 
u n ite  to  ho ld  a  la rg e  m eeting . Such m eetings m ig h t very  well 
be h e ld  ju s t p r io r  to  and  in  th e  sam e place as th e  B o ard . Such 
m eetin g s m ay be o rgan ized  care fu lly  and  be m ade up of defin itely  
a p p o in te d  re p re se n ta tiv e s , o r  th e y  m av be o rgan ized  sim ply  as 
in fo rm al conferences.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear D r . S t e w a r t —

W h en  th e  w o rld  ro lls  betw een  how  l i t t le  we know  of each 
o th e r  even  w ith  a  lively  in te re s t . W h a t am  I d o in g ?  H ow  do 
I  sp en d  m y tim e  ?
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T he f irs t y e a r a t  hom e I  to o k  a w hole college y ea r of P o s t 
G radua te  w ork  in  A natom y, P hysio logy , and  O bste trics . 
R ock afe lle r pa id  th e  b ill (fo r w hich I  am  p ro found ly  g ra te fu l) 
and  th e  U n iv e rs ity , m y A lm a M a te r, gave me m y M asters degree.

W h ile  do ing  U n iv e rs ity  w ork  I  was o u t p rac tic a lly  every 
Sunday. S ince th e n  th e  church  a u th o r it ie s  have constan tly  
kep t m e busy speaking . I  am  sen t to  churches, D is tr ic t 
m eetings, C onventions, C onferences etc. p rin c ip a lly  ; b u t schools, 
colleges, W '.F .M .S . M eetings, K ew anis and R o ta ry  C lubs find 
me occasionally . I  have spoken on a n  average  once a  day and 
som etim es six tim es in  one day. H av e  been in  every  s ta te  in  
th e  U n io n  now  w ith  one exception , M aine. StraD ge, I  ad m it 
it. I  som etim es s to p  to  rub my eves as i t  w ere, and  w onder if 
it is a l l  a  d ream — th a t  I ,  of a ll m en, should be do ing  th is  k ind  
of w ork , b u t i t  is  tru e , and I  p u t in to  i t  a ll of vim , energy , 
personality , and  influence, th a t  I  possess. T t r y  to  in te rp re t  
C h i n a  to  A m e r i c a . I f  I  have succeeded in  any  sm all w ay even, 
i t  is because of D iv ine help. I  believe in  C h in a  and  in  th e  
Chinese.

I  sp en t p rac tic a lly  a  y ea r in  O hio churches, one am ong  th e  
churches in  M ich , then  I  w as sen t in to  th e  S ou th  L and  am ong 
th e  “ h ills  and  hollow s" of th e  H ig h la n d s  of th e  South . H a d  
ab o u t n in e  m o n th s dow n th e re . E v e ry  sum m er have been in 
some E p w o rth  L eague In s ti tu te . I n  A ugust la s t sum m er ta u g h t 
“ M issions,”— Ja p a n , in  th re e  In s titu te s . O ne in th e  m oun ta ins 
of T ennessee, one in  G eorg ia , and th e  o th e r  aw ay out, on th e  
A tlan tic  C oast in  N o r th  C aro lin a . H a d  six  weeks on th e  E a s t 
C oast of F lo r id a  la s t A u tum n. N ov. in P a ., D ec. in N o r th  
D ako ta , J a n . in  M o n tan a , F eb . in  Id a h o , M arch  in  S. D ak o ta  
and  M inneso ta , w ith  a m on th  in  Iow a ju s t before  Gen. 
C onference. W as in  S pringfield  m ost of Way w ith  side tr ip s  
in to  th e  su rro u n d in g  s ta te s  on Sundays in  C onn ., M ass. specially 
around  B oston . Ju n e  dow n on th e  O hio  r iv e r  ag a in , an d  th en  
was in v ited  to  re tu rn  to  M o n tan a  to  teach  “ M issions” in  th e ir  
th ree  E . L . In s titu te s . T h is  y ear th e  book was “ C h in a ’s R eal 
R ev o lu tio n ”. O ur first In s t,  was a t  Y ellow stone, second a t 
K in g ’s H ill , th i rd  in  G lacie r N a tio n a l P a rk  aw ay up n ex t to  
your h o n o rab le  co u n try . M rs. C a n r ig h t cam e w ith  me an d  we 
a re  s t il l  h e re  en joy ing  our vacation  th is  m on th  in  a re a l l i t t le  
log -cab in  r ig h t  on th e  shore of lake M cD onald  in  th e  P a rk . 
G r e a t ! M rs. C. is im prov ing . T h is  is th e  f irs t  sum m er th a t  she 
has been  ab le  to  do th a t  since we cam e hom e. B ut I  m ust no t 
e n te r  in to  these  deta ils .
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W o n d er w ould a  b i t  of fam ily  h is to ry  be of in te re s t ? 
C y ril g rad u a ted  from  M edical C ollege th is  Ju n e . H e  is now  
in te rn  in  B a ltim o re  G enera l H o sp ita l. N o, in M a ry lan d  G en. a t  
B a ltim o re  ra th e r .  H e  w rite s  th a t  he h as  11 m ore m on ths th e re  
and  th e n  he w ill be ready  fo r  C hengtu , (9 w hen  th is  reaches 
you) W e a re  ju s tly  p roud  of h im  and  h is w ife. I t  is a  h a rd  
stru g g le  to  w ork  y o u r w ay th ro u g h  a  m edical college these 
tim es. D o ro th y  is m a rrie d  to  a fine young class m ate  of hers, 
E ugene Pow ell. H e  is in  cha rg e  of th e  B io logy  L abs, in  th e  
s ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a t  L inco ln , N eb raska . Joyce  is also  a  college 
g ra d u a te  and  a b an k e r of fo u r o r  five years  experience  now . 
H e  is p lan n in g  to  tak e  advanced w ork  and  fit h im self fo r  some 
h ig h e r  te ac h in g  p o sitio n  in  C hina, a long  th e  lin e  of a th le tic s , 
sociology, an d  psvcologv. Ted. e n te rs  college th is  au tum n  and  
in a b o u t fo u r  y ea rs  m ore  he w ill be ready  fo r  C h in a . Say our 
h e a r ts  a re  n o t th e re  ? 1  guess they  a re .

M y g re a te s t hope is to  re tu rn . I  have tu rn e d  dow n m any 
o th e r  th in g s  because I  ju s t can n o t g ive up m y in te re s t in  C hina. 
Y ou w ould laugh if I  w as to  te ll you w h a t th e  la s t one was. 
B u t, N o  I  am  n o t go ing  to . T he B ishop said  I  have tw en ty  
y ea rs  o u t th e re  ye t. M y best fr iends say I  am  ten  years  younger 
th a n  w hen I  cam e hom e. I  m ust be o r  I  w ould n o t g e t th is  
young  peoples w ork . 56 fu ll tim e, o r  L ife  S erv ice re c ru its  in  these 
th r e e  In s ti tu te s  a lone. I f  one h a lf  of m y m issionary  c h ild re n  ever 
g e t to  th e  m ission Held I  w ill have accom plished  m ore th a li I  
ev er d id  in  C h in a  even w ith  m illio n  p a tie n ts . W h en  these, our 
ow n young  fellow s, g e t ou t th e re  I  am  n o t sure w h a t th e  fa th e r  
an d  m o th e r  m av do. O ur h e a r ts  a re  in  C h ina .

A M odern  M acedon ian  C ry .

T H E  C H IN E S E .

F ro m  Y ellow  Sea to  ‘O M ei's c re s t beh ind ,
T h ere  com es the ca ll of th a t  b en igh ted  th ro n g , 

N um bered  fo u r h u n d red  fifty  m illions s tro n g , 
These to il, in conscious p rid e  of race a n d  m ind,

Y e t bow  to  ido ls , s tran g e , of num erous k ind , 
W h ile  c o n s ta n t fe a r  of sp ir its , e vil all,

F ro m  b ir th  to  d e a th  th e i r  bu rdened  souls e n th ra ll .
■ A nd g rope, gross superstinn  to  unbind .
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C iv iliza tio n ’s fa r th e s t lim it reached 
In  ages p a s t ; a  g racious God unknow n ;

T h ey ’ve gone as f a r  as m an  go alone.
T h e ir  call rin g s clear, fo r  he lp  we a re  beseeched 

T o-day , sh rin k in g , a f ra id ,— to  live o r  d ie ,— 
“ D env us n o t th e  L am p of L ife”, th e y  c ry  ;

O nly la s t n ig h t I  d ream ed I  was back  in C h ina . W ish  i t  
w ere tru e  and  I  was s ta r t in g  in  th is  even tfu l an d  h is to ric  y ea r 
w ith  you all.

Since relj’,
H .  L -  C a n r i g h t .

E d i t o r , N e w s .

In  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  W est C h in a  G enera l C onference, I  
th in k  we a ll w ill ag ree  th a t  u n ity  of purpose and  ac tio n  should 
be g iven  a  p ro m in e n t place and  th e re fo re  as ind iv iduals and  
groups, it  is of special im p o rtan ce  th a t  we should be u n ited  in 
p ra v e r  fo r  th e  success of th is  C onference.

W e have r a th e r  tak en  i t  fo r g ran ted , a f te r  several years of 
suggestion  and  discussion, th a t  such a  C onference should be held .

N ow  in  o u r da ily  p rev a ilin g  p ra y e r  a re  we go ing  to  pu t 
ourselves beh ind  th is  cause?  F o r  su re ly  rea l success very 
largely  depends on th is .

W h a t is th e  suprem e need of th e  W est C h in a  C hurch  
to d ay  ? W hen  I  know  th a t ,  I  believe I  have also found th e  one 
th in g  fo r  w hich I  m ust p ray  and  look fo r , in  view of th is  com ­
ing C onference.

P e rh a p s  th e  g re a te s t h in d eran ce  to  ou r cause a t  p resen t, is 
th e  lack  of a v ita l, sa tisfy ing , inw ard  experience on th e  p a r t  of 
our C h r is tia n  constituency  an d  th e re fo re  in  believe th a t  we 
should hope and  p ray  th a t  th e  C onference, in  th is  respect, w ill 
b r in g  us ou t in to  th e  lig h t, fo r  if th is  is b ro u g h t to  pass, o th e r  
th in g s  w ill, very  la rg e ly , fa ll in to  p ro p e r  lin e ,- th e  lack  of vision 
m eans th e  lack  of ev e ry th in g .

F o rm e r  experiences have, fa ir ly  well, c a r r ie d  o u r people 
h ith e r to , b u t in  th is  day w hen, p ra c tic a lly  ev e ry th in g , is being  
questioned  n o th in g  s h o r t  of a re a l in w ard  an ch o rag e  w ill hold.

E v ery w h ere  to d ay , people a re  a d m irin g  th e  w o rk  of the 
C h ris tia n  church , b u t they  a re  puzzled to  know  th e  difference 
betw een th a t  so ca lled  ch u rch  an d  any  o th e r  “ C b iao ,” and  w hile 
th a t  is th e  case, is i t  any  w onder th a t  m any feel th a t  B uddhism
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o r  som e o th e r  of th e i r  ow n n a tiv e  “ C h iaos” should  be g iven th e  
m ost p ro m in e n t place, as se rv in g  th e i r  needs.

Y ea rs  ago, d u rin g  th e  days of R ev iv a l m ovem ent in  K o rea , 
N o r th  C h in a , as w ell as w h a t l i t t le  we experienced  in  W est 
C h ina , one of th e .m o s t com m on s ta tem en ts  m ade by ou tsiders, 
very  la rg e ly  by those  h av in g  no d ire c t c o n ta c t w ith  th e  chu rch  
p rev iously  w h atev er, was, " I f  you a tte n d  th e i r  serv ices you w ill 
be sure  to  be con v erted  and  becom e one of th e m ”. H o w  we a ll 
w ish t h a t  w ere b e in g  said  today .

T o  th em , th e re  was a  m an ifest d ifference betw een  th e  
chu rch  an d  o th e r  “ C h iaos” T hey  fe l t  an d  knew  th a t  th e re  
w as a n  i r re s is t ib le ,  if  unseen, pow er connected  w ith  th e  C h r is ­
t ia n s  a n d  th e i r  chu rch .

W h ile  th e re  w ere excesses in  those  days, th a t  we should  
av o id , i t  does seem  to  me, th a t  f a r  too  m any  of o u r C h ris tia n s  
a re  fa llin g  off by th e  w ay, s im p h  fo r  lack  of th is  deeper, s a tis ­
fy in g  experience  an d  o u r s tead fas t, re lia b le  C h ris tia n s  a ll 
long  fo r  such. M ay we n o t a ll  p rav , th a t  th e  C onference w ill 
be a  re a l success in  g e tt in g  us on  to  th e  w ay to w a rd  a tta in m e n t 
o f such experience . "A sk  and  ye sha ll rece ive .”

A. C . H o f f m a n.
Tzeliutsiiig, Sept. 26, 192'/.

NEWS NOTES.

M ount Omei—
T he sum m er com m un ity  on  M o u n t O m ei w as one of the 

la rg e s t of th e  fifteen  years  of its  h is to ry . W h ile  tw o of the 
fo r ty  odd bungalow s w ere unoccupied th e  to ta l  n u m b er of 
fo re ig n e rs  w as n o t less th a n  th a t  of o th e r  years . T he  usual 
co n tin g e n ts  w ere th e re  from  C heng tu , P e n  ¡Shan, K ia tin g , 
Y achow , Jenshow , Suifu w hile in  a d d it io n  we h ad  th e  W oulds 
a n d  M isses B rooks and  T in d a le  from. Luchow , M isses B r it t le  
an d  T e b b u tt fro m  T ungchw an , th e  W igham s an d  M iss C um ber 
fro m  C hungk ing .

T he ev e r in c reas in g  difficulties of tr a n s p o r ta t io n  from  
K ia tin g  w ere a b ly  m e t by M essrs A dam s an d  H ib b a rd  and  the 
serv ice w as, on th e  w hole, m ost sa tis fa c to ry . T h e  w e a th e r m an
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was on  h is  good b eh av io u r and  th ro u g h o u t Ju ly  gave us ideal 
w ea th e r in s tead  of th e  co n s tan t ra in  of th e  prev ious year. 
A ugust to o  w as m ost p leasan t, sunshine a lte rn a t in g  w ith  ra in  
an d  m is t w ith  now an d  th e n  a  te r rif ic  s to rm  to  b re a k  th e  
m ono tony . N ev e r once th ro u g h o u t th e  season d id  o u r c is te rn s  
fa il to  p rov ide  fo r  th e  fam ily  w ash and  on th e  o th e r  hand  
never d id  we have such splendid  roads so co n stan tly .

Sunday services as usual w ere la rg e ly  a tten d ed  an d  th e  
addresses of th e  various leaders w ere helpfu l and  m uch a p p rec i­
a ted . T he ch o ir , u n d e r th e  efficient lead e rsh ip  o í D o c to r Y a tes  
ag a in  ren d ered  valuable assistance and , as in  fo rm e r years, 
p rov ided  th e  com m unity  w ith  a sp lend id  co n cert. N o  m an  in 
the  com m unity  does m ore  fo r  "‘th e  com m on cause an d  g enera l
srood of R o m e” th a n  does " M o r t .” A s ch a irm a n  of th e  rec re  ©
a tio n  com m ittee  he devo ted  h im self u n sp arin g ly  to  th e  com ­
m unity  w elfare  on th e  ten n is  cou rts. W e a re  a ll  u n d er a  deb t 
of g ra t itu d e  to  h im  and  a few w ho fo rg o t to  pay th e i r  fees a re  
s t il l u nder th a t  d e b t too . I n  such a  la rg e  com m unity  i t  seems 
necessary  t h a t  som eone should  be g iven special p riv ileges of 
se lfden ia l and  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  of d evo ting  m uch of h is sum m er 
vacation  to  p rov ide  p leasure fo r  o th e rs . W e m iss Jo h n  T h o m p ­
son, w ho is hom e on  fu rlough  b u t “ M o r t”. w ith  h is  tr a in in g  
in  filling  cav ities , h as sp lendid ly  filled th e  em pty  ( ? )  c h a ir .

A  new  an d  valuab le  c o n tr ib u tio n  a lo n g  social serv ice lines 
was m ade by M r. Cossum . S ig h t  schools fo r  th e  se rv an ts  and  
rec re a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  a ll th e  C hinese w ere g re a tly  
app rec ia ted  and  d id  m uch to  avo id  som e of th e  unp leasan t 
experiences of p rev ious years . T he d ispensary , under D o c to r 
L eslie K ilb o rn ’s efficient m anagem ent deserves special th an k s  
from  a ll.

T he num erous side tr ip s  w ere as p o p u lar as ever. T he 
G in D in  t r i p  was n o t ta k e n  by as m any  as usual b u t those w ho 
made th e  c lim b  re p o r t  th e  snow m o u n ta in s sunrises and  sunsets 
from  th e  to p  as so u l- th r illin g  as ever. In c id e n ta lly  they  
m en tion  th a t  th e  cost of liv ing  on th o se  a lt itu d e s  has clim bed 
up to  h ig h e r  levels. F o r ty  cen ts a  n ig h t w ith  free  show er b a th  
w hile you sleep shou ld  n o t how ever be considered  too  h ig h  a t  
“R e s t in  th e  C louds” tem ple . T he  G i-P o -D an g  a t  th e  fo o t of 
th e  p e rp en d icu la r w alls of th e  g re a t  p rec ip ice  was th e  popu la r 
re so rt fo r  s h o r t  t r ip s  th is  year. I t s  p o p u la r ity  is la rg e ly  due 
to  th e  g low ing  re p o r ts  b ro u g h t back  by th a t  p ioneer ex p lo re r, 
o rg an ize r of p erso n a lly  conducted  to u rs , poet, p o ta to  agen t etc. 
-  -A. P . Q uen tin  of K ia tin g . T he  w r i te r  has no desire to
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th ro w  cold w a te r  on th e  en thusiasm  of an y  one a b o u t th e  Gi- 
P o -D an g , th e re  is p len ty  of i t  th e re , so cold indeed  th a t  i t  gave 
h im  th e  blues fo r a  week in s tead  of th e  expected  “g low .” N o  pen 
can  b eg in  to  p ic tu re  th e  sublim e g ran d u re  of those  aw ful canyons 
and  to w erin g  cliffs. M r. Q uen tin  has w r i t te n  a  poem on  th e  
sub jec t w hich  he sang fo r  us a t  one of o u r p icn ics. N o  doub t 
i t  was th is  poem  th a t  caused th e  s tam pede— we do n o t m ean 
fro m  th e  p icn ic , b u t to  th e  G i-P o  D ang . P e rh a p s  “ B e r t” w ill 
g ive i t  n e x t C ouncil tim e  fo r  a la rg e r  audience.

T he  Sunday  School p icn ic  w as a ll th a t  could have been 
desired , th a n k s  to  th e  efficient lead e rsh ip  of D r. A gnew , M r. 
R ackham , th e  w e a th e r m an , th e  “ E a ts ” a n d  th e  ch ild ren . A n 
“ O ld -T im ers a n d  Second G en e ra tio n  M issio n a rie s” p icn ic  was a 
unique even t. S to r ie s  of th e  e a r l ie r  days in  C h in a  an d  rem  
iu iscences of ch ildhood  in  th is  g r e a t  lan d  p ro v id ed  a n  in te re s t­
ing  p ro g ra m . T he C .M .M . held  a  p icnic in  th e  spacious g rove 
of A valon  and  on  th e  a d ja c e n t ten n is  cou rts. A f te r  group  
gam es and  a  bounteous rep as t th e re  was a  p ro g ram . T he  o u t­
s tan d in g  fe a tu re  was a  co n tro v e rsy  in  song an d  shadow  p a n to ­
m ine 011 th e  g rea t question  of “ T o be o r  n o t to  b e— bobbed  
h a ir . '’ T he  p ro -b o b s w on by p o p u la r vo te . T h is  was follow ed 
by a  huge b o n fire— we do  n o t m ean  of h a i r  how ever.

T w o even ings of special in te re s t w ere p rov ided  by the 
K ilb o rn -W a lm s le v -W illm o tt-R a c k h a m  C om pany w hich fav o u r­
ed la rg e  audiences w ith  read ings of P o llo c k ’s fam ous p la y -“ The 
F o o l.” T he  rea lis tic  effect p roduced  w ith o u t resource to  th e  
use of scenery  o r  a c tin g  of an y  k in d  cau g h t th e  im ag in a tio n  of 
th e  lis ten e rs  and  a ll w en t aw ay deeply  im pressed w ith  th e  idea 
of w h a t th is  w orld  m ig h t be if  the  fo llow ers of Jesus w ould dare  
to  app lv  his s ta n d a rd s  of b ro th e rh o o d  to  th e  socia l and 
econom ic p ro b lem s of o u r day.

A  C onference was held  u n d e r th e  c h a irm a n sh ip  of M r. 
B ea to n  loo k in g  to  th e  W est C h ina  G en era l C onference in 
J a n u a ry  n ex t. M uch valuab le  d iscussion was h ad  an d  helpful 
suggestions w ere m ade.

W ith  th e  b u ild ing  of so m any bungalow s on th e  h ills 
ad jo in in g  th e  tem p le  an d  th e  op en in g  of new  te n n is  c o u rts  in 
th a t  v ic in ity  th e  in ev itab le  d iv is ion  of th e  la rg e  com m un ity  in to  
tw o sections has occu rred . B u t wrh ile  we no lo n g e r m eet all 
to g e th e r  a t  th e  c e n tra l ten n is  co u rts  wr a re  s t i l l  “ jo ined  in 
h e a r t  an d  hope to  m eet a g a in ” n o r  have o u r hopes been 
unrea lized
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M r. F ra n c k  th e  tra v e lle r  and  w r i te r  m ade us a h u rr ied  
v is it on  h is  w ay to  th e  top , accom panied bv C a rm rn  B race.

Tw o b ir th s  have a lread y  been rep o rted , sons to  M r. and  
M rs. H ib b a rd  and  to  M r. an d  M rs. B rew er. A ll jo in  in 
co n g ra tu la tio n s .

N o  engagem ents th is  y e a r— so fa r  as we know.
N in e tee n  tw e n ty  fo u r was, a ll in  all, a  sp lend id  season a t  

O m ei com bin ing  re s t, physical, m en ta l and  relig ious developm ent. 
A ll re tu rn  to  th e i r  v arious s ta tio n s  feeling  th a t  i t  w as good to  
have been th e re .

A. J .  E .

B eh L u - d in .—

J u s t  as th e  C a lifo rn ia n  is alw ays s in g u la rly  re tic e n t (sic) 
ab o u t th e  g lo ries o f th e  G olden S ta te , so th e  B eh L u D in -ite  
never boasts  of th e  superb  excellencies of th a t  m atch less re so rt ! 
But an  unflagg ing  E d i to r ’s insistence finally  p reva ils  upon me to  
say a w ord ab o u t :i p e rfec t sum m er a t  th e  m oun ta in , so I  w ill 
forsake, th is  once, m y n a tu ra l  silence.

Skies of I ta l ia n  b lue p reva iled  th ro u g h  th e  long  sum m er, 
filling th e  c o u rts  w ith  ten n is  p layers  on  a ll  b u t six  days from  
Ju n e  fifteen to  S ep tem b er one. B eneficient N a tu re  tim ed  h e r  
w h o n g -t’ong-filling  show ers a t  n ig h t o r  in  th e  ea rly  m orn ings, 
so th a t  th e  H e len  "Wills and  T ildens m ig h t p lay  da ily  on d ry , 
h a rd  c o u rts . T h a t  is th e  ch a rm  of th e  W h ite  D eer S um m it : 
a fellow  does w h a t he likes, and  n a tu re  m akes th e  do ing  of it  
de ligh tfu l, a  gorgeous t r ip  to  th e  N ine  P eaks, th i r te e n  th o u san d  
feet h ig h , a  t r ip  to  th e  P o tte ry , o r  th e  sw im m ing pool ; o r  
lounging  on th e  p o rch  in  sc a tte re d  sunsh ine th ro u g h  th e  trees. 
One reads, studies, builds a  c o tta g e —

“ A  house of d ream s un to ld
I t  looks o u t oyer th e  w h ispering  tree -to p s .

A n d  faces th e  s e ttin g  sun ,”

chats w ith  h is  fr ien d s, p lays te n n is  o r  tram p s. F lan n e ls  and  
silk socks, o r  o vera lls  an d  hob -n a iled  b o o ts— th e  s p i r i t  of the  
place is la issez-fa ire , u n tram m elled  re -c rea tio n .

So o u r  fr ien d s  of th e  C hu rch  M issio n ary  S ocie ty  found i t —  
th e  guests of th e i r  g en ia l B ishop  M ow ll. N o r d id  even the. 
m ost acu te  l is te n e r  to  th e  w ave-leng th s of th e  “ M agna V o x ” 
once suspect th e  rom ance p ro g ress in g  b enea th  th e  surface, w hich 
will fo rev e r p lace B eh L u  D in  in  an  env iab le  p o s itio n  am ong
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th e  g li t te r in g  sum m er re so rts  of W est C h ina . T he p re ­
announcem en t denouem ent to o k  place on a secluded po rch , w hile 
S co tlan d  Y a rd  w as a t  th e  ten n is  c o u r t ; b u t th e  gay A nnounce­
m e n t T ea  fo r  M iss M a r tin  and  th e  B ishop  in v ited  a ll th e  h ill.

B u t th is  was n o t a ll. T h e re  was th e  speed and  dash  of 
D r. L e sh le r’s b ask -lin e  d riv in g  ; B a z ire ’s fa sc in a tin g  Sunday 
Serv ices fo r  th e  ch ild ren , w here  th e  g row n-up  sto le  in, to o  ; the  
new  p a th s  th ro u g h  th e  u n d is tu rb ed  se ren ity  of woods a lo n g  th e  
cliff-w alls ; and  finally , across m isty  blue canyons, th e  m y riad  
shaded  w alls an d  snow m an tled  b a ttle m e n ts  of th e  T ib e tan  
snow s. W ith  th is  in  th e  m ind  and  soul, one eagerly  re tu rn s  to  
th e  w in te r ’s w o rk — tw o days fro m  six  th ousand  fo o t sum m it to  
C heng tu , b ro k en  only  by th e  ra re  an d  re fre sh in g  h o sp ita lity  of 
P eng lisien  frien d s.

' D ky ijkn  L. P h e l p s

Kwanhsien-—
F o r  th e  first tim e  in  m any years  K w anhsien  had  room s 

unfilled. T h is  w as easily  accoun ted  for. T he  fo llow ing  reg u la r 
res iden ts  w ere aw ay on fu rlough  o r  p re p a r in g  fo r  such : B aynes, 
B races, M ulle ts . W ilk in sons, M o rtim o res , P lew m ans, F reem ans, 
K e rn s , .N eum anns, M rs. S tubbs an d  ch ild ren , and Mr<. H u tso n .

I n  th e i r  p laces we had  th e  fo llow ing  fam ilies of new  r e ­
siden ts , th e  O gdens, B ests, T ay lo rs , N o rth s , and  S ta r r e t t s  also 
M isses O gden, B asse tt. B ruce, N elson. H a r tw e ll  an d  th e  B re- 
tl io r s t s is te rs .

O f th e  m ore p e rm an en t res id en ts  we had  th e  F ran k s , 
S tew arts , T o rran ces , D av is '. C arscallens, Jo h n s , Bowles, H a r t ­
w ells an d  K ellys , an d  M iss H u tch in so n . T h is  la t te r  g roup  it  
w ill be seen was q u ite  sm all com pared  w ith  th e  re g u la r  re s id ­
e n ts  a s  n um bered  in  fo rm e r  years .

N eedless to  say  th e  ab se n t fam ilies w ere mucli m issed b u t 
th e  new com ers jo in ed  m ost h e a r t ily  in  a ll th e  life of th e  com ­
m u n ity  and  d id  th e i r  fu ll sh a re  to  m ake th e  sum m er pass 
p leasan tly  an d  p ro fitab ly . T h e re  was th e  usual te n n is  on  the 
fine shady  c o u rts  u n d er th e  shadow  of th e  g re a t  cliii'. m ore  than  
one public  te a  ou t u n d e r th e  tree-. of th e  co u rt g rove , th e  usual 
business m ee tin g  a t  w hich  i t  was d ifficult to  get up enough 
d ivergence  of op in io n  to  c re a te  a d iscussion, and  a jolly  evening  
filled in  by th e  social co m m ittee  in  w hich  th e  aud ience itselt 
was cm i'n icuous as ch ie f p e rfo rm e r .

M ost c h a ra c te r is tic  of th e  sum m er a s  a w hole w as perhaps 
th e  n u m b er of p a r tie s  constan t lv com ing  an d  go ing  as th ey
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m ade th e i r  wav in to  th e  tr ib e s  co u n try  to  th e  w est and  o th e r  
p o in ts. T h e ir  com ing  was n a tu ra lly  a  source of p leasure, but 
com pared  as n o th in g  w ith  th e i r  re tu rn  w ith  records of s tran g e  
peoples an d  custom s, passes crossed o r  n ea rly  so, an d  of th e  co n ­
spicuous ‘b eau ties’ to  be found so f a r  afield.

I t  w ould of course be qu ite  unk ind  as w ell as uncalled  fo r 
to  say a n y th in g  of th e  p ecu lia r c h a rm  w hich is  K w anhsien . I t s  
p rem ie r place has been assigned it , n o t by any  poetic  pen, but 
!>V old M o th e r N a tu re  herself. F ro m  th e ir  c e n tra l position , 
the  fo r tu n a te  dw ellers am id  th e  calm , cool c o rr id o rs  of h e r  
beau tifu lly  placed tem ples look fa r  ou t over th e  h o t p la in  to  
a n o th e r  sp o t f a r  to  th e  sou th  east and  p ity  those  so co n stan tly  
bu ried  in  cloud, w hile a  few steps a long  a  ch a rm in g  m o un ta in  
p a th  com m ands a view of a n o th e r  sp o t aw ay  to  th e  n o r th  east 
w here re p o r t says even in  m idsum m er th e  u n fo rtu n a te s  huddle 
ab o u t th e i r  fires. W h a t  K w an h sien  is to  becom e in  fu tu re  w ith  
fine lim ousines speed ing  up an d  dow n th e  g re a t C h en g tu  road  
we m ay leave to  these  w ho indulge in  fancy ! ! '

’ '  ‘ W

C.M.S.
W e have new s from  hom e of a la rg e  num ber of U n iv e rs ity  

m en d ed ica tin g  them selves to  G od’s service in  th e  M ission field. 
I t  w ill Eece>sa r ilv  be a long tim e , p e rh ap s years, befo re  th e  
m a jo rity  of these m en can  come out, bu t h e a rin g  of th is  we m ay 
well th a n k  G od and  tak e  courage. Two C am bridge  m en, r. 
A. iSt'ibbs, B .A ., C h r is t’s C ollege and  R id ley  H a ll, and  M r. 
G odfrey  H o lla n d  B .A . of T r in i ty  C ollege, C am bridge , b o th  
hope to  be in th e  diocese of W est C h in a  in  tw o y ea rs’ tim e.

T h is  y e a r fo r  th e  first tim e  in o u r h is to ry  th e  m a jo rity  of 
ou r people go; aw ay fro m  th e  M ission D is tr ic t  fo r  th e  sum m er. 
O w ing to  th e  k indness of th e  B eh -L u -D in  A ssociation , various 
C .M .jj. m em bers w ere ab le  to  r e n t  fo u r bungalow s and  a la rg e  
p a r ty  sp en t m ost of J u ly  and  A ugust th e re . T h e re  w ere daily  
m eetings fo r P ra y e r  an d  B ib le  study. A ug. 14, th e  an n iv e rsa ry  
of th e  m urders, w as se t a p a r t as a day of p ray e r . T enn is was 
much en ioved an d  social in te rcou rse  w ith  th e  m any w arm  friends 
from  o th e r  M issions. A lto g e th e r  it  was fe lt th a t  th e  new 
d e p a rtu re  was a g re a t success.

T he  clim ax  cam e w ith  th e  announcem en t of th e  engagem ent 
of Mi«s M a r tin  to  B ishop  M ow ll. E v ery  one was de ligh ted  to  
h ea r i t  an d  we a re  a ll look ing  fo rw a rd  eagerly  to  th e  w edding 
w hich is to  tak e  p la te  a t  M icnchjih , O ct. 23.
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Mienchow.
F iv e  w ere b ap tized  an d  e ig h t ca techum ens received  on 

W h it  Sunday . T he  M iddle School had  a successful te rm . In  
th e  H ig h e r  P r im a ry  School th e re  was a  good deal of sickness 
w hich m uch h in d e red  th e  w ork . B u t th e  w o rs t fe a tu re  of th e  
te rm  w as th e  rebe llious s p ir i t  of som e of th e  e ld e r bovs. Tw o 
w ere expelled  and  five w ill n o t be allow ed  to  re tu rn . T he 
schools have s ta r te d  w ell th is  te rm . M r. L in g  w ho had  sp en t 
som e vears in  E n g lan d  and  h ad  g iven  valuab le  v o lu n ta ry  help  
in  th e  school h as  le f t fo r  S h an g h a i w ith  h is  (w o younger 
b ro th e rs , L in g  C hao  Y in  and  L in g  C hao R en , w ho w ere in  th e
C .M .S . D o rm ito ry , U .U ., C hengtu .

T he  W om en’s B ib le  school had  a  successful session, tw e n ty - 
seven b o a rd e rs  and  seven dav  scho la rs  d u rin g  th e  sp rin g  te rm .

T he  G irls ' School had  n in e ty -o n e  b o a rd e rs  and  n in e tv - 
seven day  scho la rs . O ver th i r ty  have tak en  th e  U n io n  ex am in a ­
tio n  in  fo u r g rades. A sum m er B ib le  school was held  from  
Ju ly  4 to  Ju ly  10 and  w as a tte n d e d  by 60 m en. O ur frien d s 
w ill have h e a rd  w ith  deep re g re t  th a t  th e  R ev . A . H . W ilk in son  
has accep ted  th e  liv in g  of P o v n to n , C hesh ire , an d  resigned 
fro m  th e  C h u rch  M issionary  Sociotv.

C-I.M.— East.—
D u rin g  h is  la s t  jo u rn ey  B ishop  C assels was aw ay six  weeks 

v is itin g  n in e  s ta tio n s  an d  seven o u ts ta tio n s , tra v e ll in g  22  days 
bv land , 3 days b y  sm all b o a ts  and  2 days by s team er. l ie  
ded ica ted  one new  ch u rch  and  confirm ed 169 ire n  and  101 
wom en. O w ing to  th e  d ro u g h t, d e p a rtu re  to  th e  h ills  was 
delayed, b u t a  p a r ty  of 21  ad u lts  an d  6 c h ild re n  g a th e red  
to g e th e r  a t  S in tien ts i.

A  n u m b er of d is tr ic ts  suffered fro m  b rig an d ag e  a n d  fig h t­
ing  a n d  th is  has h in d e red  th e  w ork  in  m any ways, b u t m any 
en co u rag in g  re p o r ts  of p ro g ress  com e in  fro m  tim e  to  tim e. 
D ro u g h t h as  caused a  good deal of an x ie ty  an d  d is tre s s  an d  in 
m any p laces th e  h a rv es t is poor.

W e h e a r  of a C h r is tia n  se rg e a n t in  P a o n in g  b rin g in g  a 
n u m b er o f so ld ie rs  to  th e  C hurch  Serv ice ; of a  bovs' school 
te a c h e r  a t  H a ih s ie n  a  c lever an d  in flu en tia l young m an decid ing 
to  study  fo r  th e  m in is try  ; and  from  W an h sien  of a  so ld ier 
w ho was co n v e rted  tw o y e a rs  ago  and  h ad  le f t th e  c ity  now 
com ing  ’back  fu ll of zeal fo r  C h ris t. T l io e  an d  o th e r  sign* 
h e lp  th e  w o rk ers  to  be s te ad fa s t an d  im m ovable  know ing  th a t  
th e i r  la b o u r is n o t in  vain  in th e  L o rd .

H .H .T .
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F- F. M. A-
O w ing to  th e  recen t fire th e  F rie n d s ’ In s ti tu te , C hungking, 

was com pletely  destroyed . W e a re  th an k fu l how ever th a t  i t  
had  been insured  a sh o r t tim e  before.

M r. T ie n  H a i  Y uen  had  accep ted  th e  p o sitio n  of o rg an iz ­
ing sec re ta ry  of th e  In s t i tu te  and  had  only  been in  C hungking  
a few  weeks befo re  th e  p lace was b u rned  dow n. H ow ever, p lans 
are  a lre ad y  a fo o t fo r th e  rebu ild ing .

D r. D avidson  h ad  to  leave Su in ing  a t  th e  end of Ju ly  and  
go to  C hungk ing  fo r  an  o p e ra tio n  fo r  append ic itis . M r. A lfred  
D avidson accom panied  h im . B o th  have  now re tu rn e d  to  Suin- 
ing. ^

W e have news of th e  safe a r r iv a l  o f M r. and  M rs. Saw don, 
M rs. S tubbs and  th e i r  ch ild ren  in  E n g la n d  an d  a re  g lad  to  
re p o r t a n  im proved  accoun t of l i t t le  J o h n  S tu b b s’ h ea lth .

A . I .  H .

Tatsienlu.—
I  have  h ad  a  busy tim e  th is  yea r. F o r ty -s ix  days in  th e  

K anze reg ion , 23 in  th a t  of L ita n g  w ith  R . L . C rook , E sq ., 
M .D. and  39 in  B ad i B aw ang— m ostly  w ith  a  poisoned foo t. 
T his lim b  k e p t me in  bed a t  M ong K o n g  m ore  th a n  a  week a n d  
fo r 26 days I  n ev e r v en tu red  beyond two li. I  am  n e a rin g  m y
130,000 p o r tio n  of C h ris tia n  l i te r a tu re  th is  y e a r  an d  m ust 
have p reach ed  600 tim es, m ostly  in T ib e tan . I  am  o ften  fro m  
m orn ing  to  n ig h t a t  a  tab le  on th e  Streets of B o rd e r  tow ns and  
on one g lo rio u s day  p reached  25 tim es ,— m y reco rd . T he m is­
sion is supply ing  me w ith  am ple funds an d  I  am  “ going  s tro n g ”.

I  have h a d  a  v is it fro m  C ap t. S p ea r of th e  In d ia n  a rm v . 
H e  has m ade a  w onderfu l jou rtiey  th ro u g h  T ib e t, i t  w ould seem 
in a fit of absen t-m indedness , an d  th e n  fo rg o tte n  a ll ab o u t it . 
Some y ea rs  ago , d u rin g  th e  g re a t  W a r  he w as a tta c k in g  T urks 
fo r th e  G o v ern m en t a ro u n d  Je ru sa lem  an d  la te r  w as on th e  
tra c k  of unw ise bu t e n te rp ris in g  A fghans. I t  w as a  g re a t t r e a t  
to  m ee t h im . H e  is n o t like ly  to  be in  C heng tu  in  sp ite  of my 
w arn ing  th a t  such o v e rs ig h t w ould sad ly  ta rn is h  th e  g lo ry  of 
his T ib e ta n  experiences.

U niversity—Campus.—
D r. J .  R.. Cox of Ju n g h s ie n  su rp rised  a ll h is  old fr ien d s by  

a v is it to  C heng tu . D r. C os has n o t v is ited  th e  c ap ita l fo r



46 T he W est C h ina  M issionary  flew s

s ix teen  years  so i t  was a  v ery  happy  an d  in te re s tin g  occasion 
fo r  th e  d o c to r  an d  h is  fr iends.

T he  opening  of th e  C anad ian  School usually  b r in g  some 
frien d s -who only  come once a  y e a r . T h is  y e a r  we h ad  th e  
p leasure of hav in g  M rs. W ould  of L uchow , M rs. Jen sen  of 
Y achow , M rs. B a td o rf  of T zeliu tsing , R ev . A . P .  an d  M rs. 
Q uentin  an d  R ev . Ja s . an d  M rs. N eave of K ia tin g , R ev. W . R . 
M o rriso n  of C hungking , an d  R ev . C. J .  P . JollifFe of Jenshow .

D r. W allace  C raw fo rd  of K ia tin g  is on th e  C am pus fo r  a 
six  w eeks’ course of lec tu res  and  d e m o n s tra tio n s  to  be g iven to  
th e  M edica l s tuden ts  of th e  U n iv e rs ity .

L it t le  E d w ard  Jo h n s  suffered a  m ost d is tre ssin g  acciden t 
recen tly . A  p a ir  of C hinese scissors he  w as using p en e tra te d  
h is  eye-ball. H e  was rushed  to  th e  h osp ita l, w here fo r tu n a te ly  
D r. P e te rso n  w as on h a n d  to  o p e ra te  im m edia te ly . I t  w as a t  
f irs t fea red  th a t  th e  s ig h t was dam aged  b u t we a re  h ap p y  to  say 
th a t  m ore  cheerfu l re p o r ts  a re  com ing  to  h an d  now .

T he  cam pus has n ev e r been so crow ded w ith  studen ts . T he 
re g is tra tio n  in  a ll d e p a rtm e n ts  stead ily  grow s. T he  N o rm al 
School has over fo r ty , th e  M iddle  School ap p ro x im a te ly  th ree  
h u n d red  an d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  ab o u t tw o h u n d red  and  fifty . A ll 
th e  d o rm ito ry  space is full and  th e  question  of new  d o rm ito ry  
space becom e im p era tiv e . N a ru ra llv  th e  p ro b lem  of sufficient 
s ta ff is also  pressing , th is  is p erhaps especially  so in  th e  D e p a r t­
m en t o f E d u ca tio n .

A.B.F.M.S.—
M r. Jen sen  of Y achow  has gone in  to  N ingyuen  fo r  a few 

m on ths to  look  a f te r  ou r B a p tis t w ork  in  th a t  d is tr ic t .  M r. 
D avies was th u s  re lieved  to  re tu rn  to  h is fam ily  a t  th e  C oast. 
T he la t te r  w rite s  from  S h an g h a i as follow s ;— “ I  reached  th is  
c itv  a f te r  a  p leasan t jo u rn ey  occupying ab o u t a  m o n th . L a s t 
even ing  (Sept. 5) I  had  a visit: w ith  M rs. S a lq u is t a t  th e  S urtees 
hom e, M rs. S alqu ist s ta r ts  on M onday , th e  8th , fo r  "West. C h in a .”

M rs. S a lq u is t sp en t th e  sum m er a t  R u lin g , w ill spend a few 
weeks in  Suifu, w here  she w orked  before h e r  la s t fu rlough , and  
th e n  goes to  Y achow  fo r  th is  te rm ’s service.

M rs. F o s te r , w r it in g  M erid ian  D ay, en ro u te  to  S eattle , 
speaks of a  very  good t r ip  on th e  S.S . P re s . G ra n t. M r. F o s te r  
was in  sp lendid  h e a lth  an d  th e  c h ild re n  w ere keep ing  w ell. T hey  
hoped  to  reach  S e a ttle  Ju ly  21st and  a re  doub tless by th is  tim e 
se ttled  in  Io w a  w ith  M rs. F o s te r’s m o th e r.

B. E . B.
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The E d ito r , September 18, 1924
West C hina  M issionary  N ews.

D e a r  M r. E d i t o k ,
A lth o u g h  th e re  is n o th in g  of in te re s t to  re p o r t  fro m  Ich an g  

i t  is a  p riv ileg e  to  keep in  touch  -with o u r fr ien d s in  th e  W est 
by m eans of your p aper. I  presum e you do n o t reg a rd  Ich an g  
as p a r t  of West C h in a .” v e t we a re  w ell w ith in  th e  “ sphere  of 
influence” fo r you can ’t  g e t th e re  w ith o u t g e tt in g  h ere  first, so I  
ven tu re  to  send a  line to  y o u r p ap e r again .

T he sum m er has been very  b ea rab le  and  th e  r iv e r  h as  n o t 
reached its  usual h ig h  w a te r m ark , fo r  w hich  we a re  very  
th an k fu l as i t  has m ean t few er cases of d row n ing . M ost of th e  
fo re ig n ers  have  re tu rn e d  fro m  K u lin g  and  w o rk  is resum ing  its 
n o rm a l cond itions.

O w ing to  th e  floods below  Shasi, th e  steam ers  have been 
leaving Ic h a n g  ea rly  in  th e  day, as i t  w as a lm o st im possible to  
te ll w here  th e  r iv e r  channels w ere th e re  being  in  som e p a rts  
a lm o st 40 m iles of w a te r, “ like being  a t  sea” as one C ap ta in  
to ld  me. T he floods have subsided and  th e  s team ers a re  leav ing  
Ich an g  a b o u t 5 p .m ., th e  H an k o w  steam ers leave fo r  S hanghai 
a t  9. p.m..

M ay I  p o in t ou t th a t  fr ien d s w ho in ten d  re tu rn in g  u n d e r  
six  m on ths should  tak e  re tu rn  tick e ts  fro m  Ic h a n g  fo r  H ankow  
o r  C oast th u s sav ing  a  considerab le  sum.

G lad  to  see few er O n e  H u n d r e d  C a s h  P i e c e s  com ing  
dow n.

One of W u  P e i F a ’s tr a n s p o r ts  reached  h e re  fro m  “ som e­
w here” in  Szechw an a  few  davs a.go, c ram m ed  w ith  so ld ie rs  en 
rou te  fo r  N an k in g .

A  new  F irm  of F o rw a rd in g  A g en ts  has com m enced business 
h e re ,— E l l i s  &. Co.

M r. E ll is  was fo rm e rly  A g en t fo r  M ackenzie an d  Co here , 
and  I  have m uch p leasu re  in  recom m ending  h im  to  o u r W est 
C h in a  M issionaries . I  am  su re  m any w ill be g lad  to  know  
th e re  is a  re liab le  m an  h e re  to  w hom  th ey  can  re fe r  th e i r  
business m a tte rs . G oods sh ipped  o u t fro m  th e  H om e C ou n tries  
to  E l l i s  & Co, I c h a n g , w ill receive persona l and  p rom p t 
a tte n tio n , a t  m o d era te  charges.

M r. E llis  also  u n d ertak es  In su ran ce  e tc . W ri te  to  h im  
d ire c t fo r  fu ll p a r tic u la rs .

W e h e a r  som e m ore  sm all s team ers  a re  com ing on th e  run  
d u rin g  th e  w in te r , so we q u ite  expec t to  have an  A l l - Y e a r - 
R o u n d  service of b o a ts  betw een Ic h a n g  an d  C hungk ing .

Y ours sincere ly , •
H erbert J. Squike.



A  C A L L  TO  P R A Y E R .

I s s u e d  b y  t h e  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  W e s t  C h i n a  

G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e .

T o  b e  H e l d  i n  C h e n g t u . J a n . 13-18. 1925

T he  ap p ro ach in g  C onference in  w hich rep re sen ta tiv e s  of 
all th e  Christian fo rces in W est China w ill convene fo r  p ra y e r  
and  c o n su lta tio n  co ncern ing  th e  p ro g ress  of th e  k ingdom  of 
God w ith in  o u r b o rd e rs , is an  even t of f a r  reach ing  im portance . 
It m av m a rk  an  epoch in  th e  conquest of W est C h ina  fo r  C h ris t. 
I t  can  only  fulfill its  fu n c tio n  if  in  a ll  th in g s  Jesus has th e  
p re-em inence , an d  h is S p ir i t  is th e  a tm o sp h ere  in  w hich  all 
i ts  sessions a re  c a rr ie d  on. W e can  m ake adequate  p re p a ra tio n  
fo r  th is  sp ir itu a l fe llow ship  in  only  one wav, continuous, e f­
fectual, fe rv e n t p ra v e r . W ill every  one w ho reads th is  call 
an d  as m anv  m ore as can  be en listed , jo in  to g e th e r  in  a  p ra v e r  
league to  g lo rify  our C h ris t by th is  C onference. In p riv a te  
devotions, in  fam ily  p ray e rs , in  co n g reg a tio n a l g a th e r in g s , in  
th e  official m eetings of o u r churches, le t us p ray  in  fa ith , be­
liev ing  th a t  G od is m ore  in te re s te d  in  th e  outcom e of o u r C o n ­
ference  th a n  we can possib ly  be, and  m ore  w illing  to  answ er 
th a n  we a re  to  p re p a re  our h e a r ts  fo r  th e  answ ering .

L e t us p ra v  fo r  th e  S ec re ta rie s  of th e  N a tio n a l C h ris tia n  
C ouncil w ho w ill com e to  b r in g  us th e  in s p ira tio n  of co n tac ts  
w ith  th e  w hole ch u rch  of G od in  a ll C h in a ..

L e t us p ra y  fo r  th e  m em bers of th e  com m issions w ho a re  
w o rk ing  to  p re se n t before o u r de lega tes th e  re su lts  so fa r  
achieved, an d  th e  ta sk  s t il l to  be accom plished  in  lead in g  W est 
C h in a  to  C h ris t.

L e t us p ra y  fo r  th e  local churches th a t  the  delegates 
chosen m av be those  w hose s p ir itu a l experience, s in ce rity  and 
devo tion , fit th em  fo r  ta k in g  p a r t  in  such a  C onference.

L e t us p ra v  fo r  th e  O rg an iz in g  C om m ittee , th a t  a ll  the  
d e ta ils  re g a rd in g  th e  C onference m av be a r ra n g e d  u n d er the 
d ire c t and  conscious gu idance of th e  H o ly  S p ir it .

Let us pray for the Conference itself, that the meetings 
may be animated by a common purpose to express in prayer 
and praise and r e s o l u t i o n ,  O u r  U n i t y  i n  Christ.
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JU ST RECEIVED

P A N A M A  CARBON is sp len­
did value in ligh t, medium and 
heavy weight, blue and black 
color. 7c. sheet, 36.50 per 100

D esk size. 70c. 
Travelling, 81.10

4-oz. size, 70c. 
6-oz. size. $1.00

This is the time to buy Gift Books, 
etc., for Christmas. Full stocks of 
Chinese Books to choose from

LET US KNOW YOUR REQUIREMENTS. WE CAN GIVE YOU SATISFACTION

CANADIAN METHODIST MISSION BOOK ROOM  
Chengtu, Sze.


