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A Selected Bibliography

on The Subject of

BIGHORN SHEEP

This collection is the result of a two-year effort of review and research on literature pertaining to bighorn sheep

of North America. Until recent years, very little scientific information was available, and the majority of

references were found in memoirs and personal notes of several early explorers and trappers. Although such

references are colorful and of historical distribution significance, they add very little to the store of scientific data

needed for management of the species.

During the past several years more interest, both on a professional and nonprofessional level has been initiated

towards the various species and subspecies of bighorns. Numerous publications are available on behavioral,

physiological, and managerial aspects of bighorn, especially on the desert sub-species.

The organization of the Desert Bighorn Council in 1957 spurred the development of a tremendous reservoir of

information on numerous facets of bighorn sheep. It is such groups wfth such sincere feelings toward their

interests that motivate the necessary enthusiasm which gives us the flow of information vital to adequate

protection and management of a species. Without such interest groups our fact finding effort would proceed at a

much slower pace.

Several of the references listed are of a general nature and refer to bighorns only through their discussion of other

subjects. Often these observations and comments are vital in recognizing possible associations and aspects of a

species to be further identified and researched. Other references are purely scientific in nature, and cover a

specific aspect of a species or sub-species of bighorn ; such as skull development, or dental anomalies. The subject

index is an attempt to generalize the list of references by what appeared to be the most pertinent of subject

matter. Those papers which I was unable to review were categorized to the subject expressed by the title.

Therefore, some of the papers might actually be better listed in a different subject heading.

Though this is by no means a complete bibliography on the subject, it is an attempt to gather together a selection

of both colorful and historical records, and as much scientific information as could be identified. My apologies

are given to those authors and persons whose papers I was unable to review or obtain a reference to. It is my
expressed purpose to maintain such a bibliography current and complete as possible, and submissions from

enthusiasts, both professional and non-professional, are encouraged.
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of

the Interior has basic responsibilities for water, fish, wildlife, mineral,

land, park, and recreational resources. Indian and Territorial affairs are

other major concerns of America's "Department of Natural Resources."

The Department works to assure the wisest choice in managing all

our resources so each will make its full contribution to a better United

States-now and in the future.
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