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END HARBOR STRIKE;
GRANT 10-HOUR DAY

Question of Wages to be De-
- cided by a Joint Committee of
- Boat Owners and Workers.

'NONUNION MEN KEEP JOBS

Pienty of Work for All—New York's
Commerce Relicved from Threat
of Demoralization.

" The harbor strike, which was in its
eighth week, was settled yesterday un-
der an agrecment reached at a meeting
called by Conciliator James L. Hughes
of the Department of Labor at the City
Hall, presided over ‘by Mayor .Hylan,
by which the men return to work on a
permanent ten-hour and twelve-hour day
basis ‘and leave the increase in wages
to be 'settied by a committee of four
representatives of tha boatowners and
four reprcsentatives of the strikers.

Betweén 4,000 and 5,000 men were still
on  strike and will go back to work
this ‘moring Iand Monday. The agree-
ment puts an end to the danger of a
strike against the Railroad Administra-
tion -because of action of Regional Di-
rector A. II. Smith in laying off men
who refuscd to obey orders to move
srain and coal boats.

The boatowners have consistentiy re-
fused to grant the eight-hour day, which
was demanded by the strikers, ho]ding
that ‘the tides and the length of trips
in New York harbor necessarily con-
-trolled the hours of labor. The strike#s
finally gave up their stand Yesterday
for an eight-hour day. Some of the
leaders are satisfied that the increase in
wages -Which they will gain has justi-
fied the strike, but others said that they
were worried for fear that the rank
and file of the strikers would not accept
the ten-hour day, regardless of the in-
crease in wages that may be in™ pros-
pect. !

*“ We face a big contest with the men
to make them accept this,” s=aid Paul
Vaccarelli, representing the Fort and
Terminal Workers.

President Thomas L. Delahunty of the
Marine Affiliation denied yesteraay that
the men, who would work ten hours a
aay with their meals served on bourd,
the .boats, would have the equivalent of
an eight-hour day.

" We do not accept the claim of the
boat owners that this is substantiatly an
eight-hour day,’’ he said, ** but on the
plea of Mayvor Hylan, and for the gooa
vl the city, we will make this conces-
son.”’

The ten-hour day will apply to ‘boats
opcerating in the harbor, and working
normally by da,\'ligh_t. Other boats which
uperate day and night will carry two
«rews, each working twelve hours a day.
rtie question of time and a half for
avertime will be considered by the joint
tonference. The conference, as original-
iv propozed by the strike leaders, would
«unsist of nine men, the ninth man to be
chosen by the first eight or by .the
Mayor. it was decided vesterday, how-
ever, to limit the number to eight.

The agreement reuched yesterday does
net oblige the boatowners to discharge
Ion-union men, some of whom have been
imported from other cities, but this
auestion is considered to be academic
Lecause, after seven weeks of partial
jdleness, there is sald to be work e¢nough
for .all. The Dboatowners, however,
made a specific reservation against the
re-employment of any men who have
n-onix\nitted acts of violence during the
strike.

Mayvor Hylan met the boatowners in
the morning and then saw the repre-
sentatives of the harbor workers. 1In
ti:e ‘afternoon representatives of both
<ides met with the Mayor again and
uiekly recached an agreement. Mayor
IHylan thanked both sides and =aid:

** T am glad that you men have agreed
o get together so that the commerce
of this great port can be restored to
normatl” and building materials brought
fere so that building construction can
b started.”

Onc of the worst effects of the strike
l:ad been the tying up of grain, food
supplies, and other materials for IZu-
rope. Tor several weeks comimerce of
this kind has been diverted to other
ports as far as possible by the Railro#d
Administration, and it was announced
vesterday before the strike was scottled
that eleven tugs and seventy-two large
«nal barges belonging to the Philadel-
ihia & Reading Railvoad had been or-
dered to be transferred from New York
Jiarbor to Philadelphia by the Railrond
Administration. Tt was sald further
that as far as facilities in other ports
would permit coastwise traffic was be-
ing diverted away from New York. A
number of British ships have bheen coaled
st Halifax recently because of the dif-
ficulty in getting coal here. .

Tn spite of the losses of millions of
Aoliars inflicted on the commerce of
New York bv the strike, the Merchants
Association. the Roard of Trade and
Transportation. and many of the large
shippers and steamship lines have given
their moral support to the hoatowners
in their firm stand. The Railroad Ad-
ministration. after abandoning _thc Gov-
ernment award rendered br V. Everit
Macy, which both the railroads and the
employes had pledged themselves to
aceept, granted an 8 -hour day and large
wage concessions, but the private boat-
owners-refused to settie on those terms.
asserting in a public statement that they
could not run their business with such
labor costs without “ the United States

Treasury behind them to made up
deficits.”
The boatowners sald they preferred

ip have their business taken over hyx the
Government rather than attemnpt to run
it as a wnrivate enterprise on the Gov-
ernment’s terms.

The Railroad Administration granted
the eight-hour day to many classes of
labor in the harbor, tagether with wage
increases, so that about half of the
harbor men will in the future work on
the Government has’s, whila the other
half will be emplo:ed on less attiractive
terins n:r the nrivale OWners. Some of
the strike leasiers thought there mizht
bhe d.fficulties ahead In this situation,
hut others believed that the conter - o
would work out terms to prevent trouble

R .
in this respect. Paul Bonynge, counsel
for the boatowners, made tite [OllowWing
statement:

** The settlement of the harbor strike
is extremely gratifying to all con-
cerned. It is noi a victory In any sense
of the word because there can ‘be no
such thing as a substantial or lasting
victory in a controversy between em-
ployer and employe. Both sides have
made real concessions. The men recog-

‘nize that the eight-bour day cannot be

made to fit a twelve-hour tide and ‘he
employvers met them more than half way
by reducing the work day from twelve
to ten hours and by agreeing to arbi-

tration of the wage gquestion which
prebably spells a  substantial wage
increase. The strike has been en-

tirely free from violence and terrorism,
and work will be resumed on Monday
with good feeling .prevailing on both
sides.

**The Mayor camec intao the situation
at the psychologicul moment and natu-
rally much of the credit for the se‘tle-
ment will go to him. He sacrifices a
pleasant Easter week-end at Atlantic
City, but the sense of a public duty well
performed will doubtless requite him for
that loss.
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