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RECOGNITION OF NATIONALITIES.

Recent events 1. the Balkan rsninsula render it necessary
tc.reasssrt with the utmost amphasis the fundamental condition
of a satisfactory settlement. That condition is that the wishss
of the local populaticns shall be taken into account in detesrmin-
if::) ing the Government under which any particuler part of the country
shall be placsd,

-~ The Balkan Comnittcs desires to recall to the Powers ﬁhe
cundieputed fact thit, so far as the wishes of the reople are con-
eerned,; the bulk of north-wsstern Macedonis is Servian, the buik

of southern Macsdonla and Thrace is Greek, whlle the bulk of central
Macedonia and the Monastir district is Bulgﬁrian.

The assertion of this principle of nationelity bas been the
mein objsot of the Balkan Cormittee since its inception. It
regogniges, as it hag always recognised, that owing to the intar-
mixturs of races it would be impracticable to insist on thse literal
gpplication of the Principle in every case; that the need of
ascres to the sea, no less than strategic and economie considera—

tlens, must be given full weight, and that a certain amount of

glve and take 1s inevitable between the different States. Never—
f'ﬁbaiesg it Insiets that the wishes of the peopls concerned must

’inﬁstfoonéidaration, and it repudilates the assumption that

should be drawn at will to suit the convenience of Cabinets
Belgrads, Bucharest or Sofis,
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to sefeguerd the eivil and religious rights of minorities. Tha
Committee does not wigh to prejudga.tha question whether that
settlement should take the form of a partition of the whole
terrltory between the neighbouring States, or of the creation

of autonomous provinces of Macedonia and Thrace. But it insists
that no settlsment ean Possibly be enduring, unless it is based

'ﬂpan & full recognition of the wishes of the Populations,

Signed on behalf of the Balkan Committee ~
HOEL BUXTON, Chairman,
EDVARD BOVLE, Hon. Sec.
ARTEUR G. SYMONDS, Sec,




