:

-
\
-

2. 220 (For the Defense)

Br. Bx, 153-4
Ct. Ex. 58

Defendants! Excoerpot.

I, PRELIVIMARY PHLSE

1, loto in Jonunry 1941, tairouz: the medium of private Jmcricans
and Japancse, there was informclly brought to the attention of
the President aznd the Seerctary of State a suggestion that tho
Japanese Govermment would welecome an opportunity to alter its
political alignments cnd modify its attitude toward China. It vs
represented thot if an agrecment could be nchizved with the United
Statzs which would offer Japan sccurity this would enable the mod-
erate olomznts in Jepoa to woin control of the domestic nolitical situ-
ation in Japan. It wos furthor represented that thers ™ns cdoguate
suprort in the Japenese Governmant for on ograement with tho
Uniscd Stotes which would provide inter clia for practieal nullifiec-
tion of Japon's alliance ith thz fxis cnd for a settlonent of the
gonflict between China and Japan on torms which vould give com-
plete recognition by Japan of the "onen door® in China provided that
Japon recaived similor trectment elsevhere in tha Far East, It was
nlso roprosented that the Japaneazs people were weary of the hostilities
with Chine and that most eloments in Japan werc prepcred for Qa
recasting of Japan's polieies 2leng liberal and pcacaeful lines.

2, Under any cireumstances it would have beenr nccessary before
entertaining representations of suel ¢ cheracter vo proceed with
coution end to examine wdth deliberate care the sponsorshin and
contonts of z “reposal advenced in this way. Such & procedurc Wis
nt thot time sspecially essential in view of Japan's record during
the preceding ten years, In connecction with this record, it will bo
recalled thnt on January 15, 1941, the Sccrectary of State, in o siate-
mont bzforctho Foreimm Affairs Committee of the House of Repre-
aentoatives, saidd

Foroign Relations II, pp. 328-329.
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