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Date and Time? 19 April 1946, 1120 to 1200 hours

Place : Room 619, Meiji.Building, Tokyo, Japan
Present 3 OKAZAXI, Kateuo
Mr. D. K. Sutton Interrogator

Miss Margaret Denny Stenogrepher

Mr. OKAZAKI spoke in Englight

Questions by Mr. Sutton

- ———— T ————— —

Please state your age and your present residence.

I was born in 1897. My present address ls 307 Maronouchi Hotel - or
better, The Foreign Office.

e, I I ——— ——

¥hat ig your present position with the Japanese Government?
Director of the Gemersl Affairs Bureau of the Foreign Office.

Please state briefly your official connection with the Japanese Govern—
ment prior to 1937.
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I entered the Foreigm Service in 1923 snd was in London as Attache to
the Japanese Embassy for two years. In the Foreign Office for four
ymnndthantowaiuconnlrortonrma. Then I was Seo-
retary of the Embassy in the United States for four years.

During what period were you in Washington?

During 1933 to 1937.

After returning to Tokyo from Washington, where did you next go?
To Shanghai.

Apd dnring what period were you in Chinal
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From 1929 to 1933 and then from October 1937 to October 1938.
Yhat was your official position in China in 1937 and 19387

1 was Consul Genmeral at Large.

And where did you go in October 19381

To Canton as Consul General. '

And remained there for what period?

One year.

And where were you next stationed?

Did you not from time to time have conferences with General MATSUI
during the peirioed from October 1937 to February 1938, and if so what
were the occasions of these conferences?

I used to see him at least once or twicé a week, mostly on the ques~
tion of foreign interests in China.

Were you at Nanking at any time immediately prior to the capture or
ijmmediately following the £all1 of that city in 19371

Yes, after the fall of Nanking, 1 think it was the 16th of December,
I went there, ,

How long were you there on that occasion?

About one week.

Did you gubsequently return to Nanking and if so when?
Yes, several times from Jamary 1938 %o February 1938.

T4a General MATSUI request you to go %o Nanking?
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Yes.
¥hat was the purpose of your visit in December 1937t
To look after the foreign interests in Nanking.

What was the situation there as you found it when you went on
December 16th?

It was very bad. Soldiers were quite out of control.

Did the situation contimme in that manner during theweek that you
remained there?

It improved gradually.

To whom did the Internstional Committee set up and operating in Nanking
at that time, of which Mr. John H. D. Rabe was Chairman and Dr. Levis

-8, C. Smythe was Secretary, make 1ts reports concerning the atrocities

which were being committed in that city?
I think it was addressed to the Japanese Consul General in Nanking.

Did these two gentlemen talk to you from time to time and make reports
to you relative to the situation in Nanking?

Yes.

How frequﬁtlﬂ

Almost daily.

¥ho was Mr. Tokuyasu FUKUDA and what was his official position?

He was my assistant - he was Attache of the Embassy.

And whoe was the Consul at Nanking at that time?

Mr. S. HIDAKA.

Was he later the Ambassador from the Japsnese Government to England?

Yes.
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When these mports from the International Committee for the Nanking
Safety Zone were made to you and to the Japanese Foreign Office in
Fanking, what action was taken on the reports?

I remember we sent a wire of the resume of the report snd the report
itself was sent by mail to the Foreign Office in Tokyo.

Then, I understand, as the reports would be nade almest daily you
would send a summary or resume immediatdy to the Foreign Office in
Tokyo and then the report itself would be sent by airmail?

That is right.

Were copies of these reports retained by the office at Hanking or the
office at Shanghail '

I should think so = in Hanking.
Did you also bring the reports which were being made almost daily to

the &panese Foreign Office in Nanking to the attention of General
MATSUI or the officers under his command?

I'.-

What was the reaction of Gemeral MATSUI and the officers under his
command to these reports which you conveyed to him and to them?

I think they did all they could to improve the situation and the eitu~
ation did improve gradually.

Did the reports whichwera made to you from time to time confirm the
situation as it actually appeared to you whem you were in Nanking?

To a certain extemt, yes, but in some instances 1t was exaggerated.
Did you discuss the situation with General MATSUI in Nanking?

No.

¥as General MATSUI in Nanking when you melthero?

Yes, but he was too busy.

You mean he was too busy for you to discuss the reports with him?

¥
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Yes.
Did you make your reports to him in writing?
No, to his subordinate. |

Was your report to the military authoritles dally as the reports
were received by you?

I think so, but mainly by the Japanese Consul General there.
You mean that the reports were transmitted principally by Mr. HIDAKA?-

Yes.

In subsequent conversations with General MATSUI did he refer to what
wvas taking place at Nanking and make any explanation of it?

He used to say "There can be no excuses to be made”.

Did General MATSUI discuss with you or in your presence the relatlon-
ship between himself and HASHIMOTO?

Yes, I remember he dd so once or twice.

What was the purport of General MATSUI's statements with regard to

" Colonel HASHIMOTO!?

He seemed to be very much dissatisfied with actions taken by Colonel
EASHEINOTO and he remariked he could not have him with him,

D¢ you remember being present at any conferences which General MATSUI
had with Mr. ABEND regarding Colonel HASHIMOTO?

I remember he had several press conferences with him, but I do not
remember that particular question.

Yho acted as interpreter for General MATSUI at the press conferences?

I think it was Mr. HORIGUCHI of the Domei News Agency, but I do not
remenber eXactly.

Do you recall the incidents of the bombing and sinking of the "Panay"?
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Yes.

Vhen did you first learn of it?
The following day. '

Was any regquest made of you %o take any action in connection with
thig incident and, if so, whatl?

¥o. this matter was especially important and the Foreign Office sent
a special mission to China %o deal with this question, so I was not
in touch with this matter. Vhen this matter was settled, General
HARADA, Military Attache, went to the American Consul General to make
apologies for General MATSUI, and I went with General HARADA to see
the American Consul Gemeral., That was in the early part of 1938.

Yho do you understand was responsible for the attacks on the "Ladybird"
and the "Bee"?! What officer was in chargel

I think Colonel HASHIMOTO.

And what officer was responsible for the sinking of the 'rmay'r_

That I do not kmow.

e —




e

Certificate of Interpreter

I, P % N
(namne) (Serial Number)

being sworn on ocath, state that I truly transleted the questions

and answers given from English to Japanese and from Japanese to

Tnzlish respectively, and taat the abecve transcription of such

questions and answers, consistinz of pages, Is true and

eccurate to the best of ny Imovledge and belief,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of s 1946,

" (Name and Rank)

Duly Deteiled Investigating Officer,
" International Prosecution Section, GHQ, SCiPe '

Certificcte of Stenographer

I, _____!nmr-_____t_____ﬂow - hereby certify that I acted
as steunographer at the interrogation sst cut above, and that I
transcribed the foregoing questions and answers, and that the

transeription is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

and belizf.

: et Denny 3
Certificate of Interrogator. |
I, (%) David Nélson Sutton ) . '
and i MR Nis T, DT R S TV )
certify that on 19th a=y of April , 1946, personally 'ii
zfl,geared- b?fore m: (us) Katsuo OKKZAKY ' {

: T o T S RS T I S R R . [T e DAl g Y .
gave tae foregoing answers to the several guestione set forth therein.

!!5!!, Jiq!E

Place .
: 23 April 45 David Nelson Sutton

Date F
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INTERROGATION OF

OKAZAXT, Katsuo |

Dete and Time: 22 April 1946, 1400 to 1630 hours

Place :  Room 370 War Ministry Building |
Tokyo, Japan |
Present ¢ OKAZAKXI, Katsuo
Mr., D. N. Sutton Interrogator

Miss Margaret Denny Stenographer
Mr. OKAZAKI spoke in English

Questiones by Mr. Sutton

Q. Yhat was the reaction of the military to the reports which were made ;
to them from the Consular Office in Nanking concerning the atrocities |
in that city? |

A. They seemed to have given good attentionto it becaunse the situation
gradually improved. And I remember I was told by a staff officer
that severe sentences were given in the Court Martial to some of the |

' ﬁ
!

goldiers who acted unlawfully.

Q. Were you advised of the action which was taken by the Foreign Office
at Tokyo on the reports which were submitted to it from the Office of
the Consul General in Nanking conveying the information received from ‘
the Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone?

L I think T sew quite a few informations indicating the steps taken by .
the Foreigm Office to correct the situation. 1

Q. What was the nature of the steps taken by the Foreign Office with
regard to these reportst?

A. Generally speaking, in the line of restoring the soldiers' unlawful
behaviour. But, in particular, we were instructed to ascertain the
material damage done to the foreign ijnterests and either return the
property or give compensation. As to the Chinese general public, I
believe the Foreign Office was trying to convince the military amthor-
jties of the unlawfullness or bad effect on the general public.

2)26-0 ‘
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And, if I may add, I do remember that we made compensations to the
foreign interests for the damage done to the properties.

Who were the assistants of Mr., HIDAKA in the Office of the Consular
General in Nanking during December 1937 and Jamuary and February 19387

Ag far as I remember, they were Mr., FUKUI, Mr. FUXUDA, and there were
several more whom I can not remember. llr. JUKUI was Acting Consul
General. Mr. FUKUDA was my assistant in Bhanghai, but when Nanking
fell in December 1937 he was sent to Nanking as a member of the Con-
sulate. After the fall of Nanking he was no longer my assistant.

Are you familiar with the representations which were made by the Amer-
ican !‘oroip Office to Japan with regard to the atrocities which were

going on in Nanking in December 1937 and until the early part of
February 19387

I think I read. one or two American representations, but I do not quite
remember just now.

Are you familiar with the response of the Japanese Government to these
representations?

That I do not remember.

Why was General MATSUI relieved of command in the early part of Febru-
ary 193817

I do not know the reasons. There were many rumors but I was not told
anything officially.

And do you know why Colonel HASHIMOTO was relieved of his command?

That, I think, was connected with the bombardment of the "Ladybird"
and the "Bee".

Pid you vieit Hankow following the fall of that city?
o I did not.

Were you in Canton at the time of the capture of that city by Japanese
forces?
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I went there just after the occupation, toward the end of October 1938,

Do you recall how long after the fall of Canton it was before you
went to that city?

About five days after the fall of the city.

What was the condition in Canton when you went there in October 1938?

The city was almost deserted. Very few Chinese could be seen in the
city. Japanese troops were not stationed in the city. Only military
police and those specially permitted were in the city - so it was quite
different from the condition in Nanking.

Are you familiar with the arrangements which were made by the military
smthorities at Nanking and the Red Swastika Society for the burial of
the dead, principally civilians, at Nanking during the perioed followlng
the fall of that city?

I do not, except that the Chinese Red Cross did very good work at that
time. If I may add, I was told by the military authorities at that
time that the civilians killed in Nanking were not all merely civilians.
The soldiers often discarded their uniforms and passed as civilians al-
though they carried weapons. Anyhow, the Chinese Red Swastika did a
very good job and I think their reports were desirable.

Did the military attempt to meke any justification of the action taken,
particularly with regard to the women in Nanicing?

¥o, I do not think so, except that the report was very mach exaggerated.

Are you familier with the manner of the operation of the narcotic
and opium trade in Japenese controlled territoriest?

I know very little about it. However, there was an Opium Burean, the
aim of which was to decrease the mumbea of opium addicts. They
operated opium dens, with licenses igmed by the Opium Buream. Of
course, they operated hospitals and other institutlons. Those opium
spots licensed by the Opium Buresm were in three classes, according

to the number of beds, and they pay taxes and license money, etc.

This wae a Chinese Govermment monopoly. There was another institution
which was to supply the government with opium, and this organization
would buy opium formerly from Persia. During the Ching Incident it
bought from Persia and other places, but from 194l the source was
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mainly Yonan Province, Mongolia and Mancluria. They would obtain all
the opium and distribute it to the Opium Bureau, Nanking, Shanghail,
Hongkong, Peiping and other large cities in China, and I think this
organization made much money and contributed a large amount to the
government. Actually, there were two organizations. One was govern-
ment and the other was semi-govermment.

When you referred to a Chinese Government monopoly, I presume you meant
the Chinese Govermment which was set up in the occupied territory and
which later became the Nanking Government?

That is right.

Vhat was the name of the organization which supplied the opium to the
govermment? Who was the principal individunal from Japan in connection

with the opium and narcotics trade in China?

I can not tell you with anthority but, as far as 1 know, it may have
been Mr. H. SATONMI.

It is correct that the opium and narcotic trade was sponsored in that
portion of China which was occupied by Japan for two purposes: 1( to
secure revemue - that is, to make money - and 2( to weaken the power
to resist on the part of the Chinese people?

I should say "Yes" to the first part and dofinit.ly "No® to the second
part.

YWere strict measures taken to prevent the use of opium and narcctics
by Japanese citizens in Chinal

Yes.

Are you familiar with the activities of STAEMER in China, both prior
to the time he was Ambassador to the Nanking Government, during that
time and subsequently?

I met him several t!.lej but mostly on social occasions.

Do you know whether or not he was considered the most influential
representative of Germany in China?

Yes, I should think so.
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Are you familiar with the "Koa~in" and, if so, will you describde its
purpose and how it operated?

I think the Foreign Board Office was not trusted by that time by the
Govermment, and this organization was set up to take over the functions
of the Foreign Office as far as China was concerned.

Was it set up at first under the control of the military?

Well, practically under the control of the military.

Was this organigation the connecting link between Japan proper and
the economic and political organizations set up by it in China?

Mainly, yes.

Who was the principal person or the principal persons in the setting-up
and functioning of the "Koa~in"?

One of the principal persons 1n'th.o "Koa~in" was General T. SUZUKI,
who was the Chief of the General Affairs Bureau.
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Certificate of Interpreter
1 :

. ' P _
(name ) (Rank) (Serial Number)
being sworn on oath, statethat I truly translated the questions
and answers given from £nglish to Japanese and from Japanese to
#ngiish respectively, and that the wbove transcriction of such
questions and answers, consisting of pages, 1s true and

accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief,

7

Subscribed and sworn to before me this dey of , 1946,

ST Ui Remetknd Rank) €0 da ¢

Duly Detailied Investizating Officer,
International Frosecution Section, GHJ, SCaF,

Certificate of Stenogrepher |
’ T: M.rgaret Denny , hereby certify thet I acted

as stenographer t the interrog«tion’set out cbove, and thet 1
transcribed the foregoing questinns and answers, and t hat the
; transcription is true and cccurute to the best of my knowledge

I and belief,. ;Zb \

Margaret Denny

Certificate of Interrogctor.

{ I, (ve3  David Nelsan Sutton
and e S e et o e 2 __:_______________.1

| certify that or the 22ndday of  April ,1946, personally
| appeared before me (us) _Kaggmo OKAZAKT

and according to $.2s _,Interpreter,
geve the foregoing answers to the, several questions set forth
therein.

Room 370, War Ministry Bldg. '
Tokyo, Japan ! %
‘lace *

David Nelson Sutton

23 April 1946
m
Date - '
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