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INTERROGATION OF CAPTAIN TAKAHASHI

on
20 October 1945

I. Posigions held by Captaln Takehashi

-

May 1841 - December 1942. On staff of E©leventh AlLr

Fleet in Philippine Islands snd Iuteh Las® Indies. Thlse

a
L
i
-

was the duty period on which Capialn Takahashl wece

~' A

guegtioned.,

Januory 1843 - June 1945: OSenior member of Navy

3 MOIDNM

Aeronautical Bureau, Tokyo.

.

Juiv 1945 - August 1945: Senlor 3Stall officer ot
Fifth Air Fleet and senior stedl offiser of Third Air Fleev.

20 October 1940 - : Chief of Sendal Naval
Pergonnel Buraail.
17, Sunmary

. v +« « o s o The vrimary miesion of the Japansae
Force in FORMOSL, composzd of about 300 fighters and bombers,
wag the annihiletion of the Americen AAr Force in the
PHILIPPINES. In this, it wee succeseful partly beocauee

complete sr.formation relotive te the Amricen Ax Force
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was obtained by Aerial Reconnaissance prior to commencement

of hoatilities.

ITI. "Q" that geve the Japanese impression that there were
900 planes in the area ané how did yoduv discover that there
were 300 instead of 960?“

A" The Navy received on 20 November 1941, a report
from the Foreign Affairs Department that there were about
900 planes in the LUZON area. A photogranhic reconnaissance
plane conducted a aeardh on the 24th or 25th of November
over that area and discovered that there wefe only 300 planes.

One reconnalssance plane made flights at that time,."
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Mr. Morgan: We have here & letter from Commander Baecher,

| and also a letter from Admiral Ingersoll to Adwiral wWiikinson

| from the Navy Department of March 7, together with

be spread on the record at this point.

this point.

L, S

dated 7 March 1y46, setting i'orth a request by Mrs. T. 5.
Wiikinson, the widow of Admiral Wilkinson, requestling certaln

information with respect to her husband and hls testimony,

dated 26 December 1945. Ve will request that this jetter

the enclosures l

The Vice Chalirman: They will be spread on the record at

(The letter and enclosures referred to are as follovs:)
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MEMORANDU M

Mr.

1. It will be recalled that durlng the course of his
interrogation Vice Admirel T. S. Wilkinson testified con-
cernmng the dutles of hils office which, at least in part,

waeg transcribed &t pages 4576-4577 of the Record of

Proceedings.

o It further appears that at the requeat of Vioé
AGmiral Wilkinson there were read into the Record of
Proceedings, at pages 5100-5104, a memorandum of Vice
Admirel A. G. Kirk, and two dispatches e xchanged between
Vice Admirasl Wilkinson and Rear Aam:.ral Jamesg, pertaining

to matters referred to in the testimony of Wice Admiral

Do

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Seth W.

7 March 1946.

Richardson

1| Wilkinson at sald pages 4576-4577 of the Record.

In connection with the same matier Vice Admiral
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a1 R. E. Ingersoll on 20

Wilkinson wrote a letter to Admir

ch he referred to his OwWn and Admiral

De cember 1945, 1n whil

g testimony, and forwarded as the
of Vice Admiral Kipk referred O

Tarner’ £4rst enclo suraé

! a copy of the memorandum

‘ gbove and as the second enclosure a CODY of his own

4577 of the

testimony &s transcribed at sald pazes 4576~

:
oceedings before the Joint Commit

Re cord of Pr tee, and

ag to Admiral ingersoll’

a recollection of the

inquired

iral Wiikinson's

matter. Admiral Ingersoll angwered Vice Adm

1atter by letter of 26 December 1945.
g. Wilkinson states thet her letely

4, Mre. T.

deceased husbend, Vice Aamirel \Wilkinson, ~efreined at the

time from forwarding to the committee the exchange of

correspondence with pdmirel Ingersoll because he thought the

gubject matter would be covered when Admiral Ingersoll
t now eppears that

She feels that 1

gppeared &as 2 witness.

the interrogation of Admtral Ingersoll did not cover the

and hag found the 1etters among Vice

partim lar question,

samirel Wilkinson's offects. Accordingly Mrs. Wilkinson,

obtained the permission of Admir
ates in behalf of her husband

having first g). Ingersoll

o such use of hils letter, reque

net parts of the exchange of COITSE

thet the pertine pondence

between Vice Admiral Wilkineon and Admiral Ingersoll be

~sad into and mads 2 part of tha mtenographic record of the

- . Lad 1 L]
-

.--l":-h- ey - - .
. — v S g
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Wilkinsen wrote a letter ©o Aﬁmiral R. E. Ingersoll on 20
December 1945, 1in whi_ch he referred to his own and Admiral
MTarner's testimony, and forwarded as the first enclosuré

a copy of the memorandum of Vice Admiral Kirk referred to
above and as the second encleosure a copy of his own

testimony as transcribed at sald pazes 4576-4577 of the
Record of Proceedings before the Joint Commitiee, and
inqulred as to Admiral Ingersoll‘s recollection of the
matter. Admiral Ingersoll answered W.ce Admirel Wilkinson's
latter by letter of 20 December 1945.

4, Mrg. T. 8. Wilkinson atates thet her lately
deceased husband, Vice Admirsgl Wilkinson, refrained at the
time from forwarding to the committee the exchange of
correspondence with Admirel Ingersoll because he thought the
subject matter would be covered when Admiral Ingersoll
appeared as a witnegs. ©She feels that it now appeare that
the interrogation of Admiral Ingersoll did not cover the
particular question, and has found the letters among Vice
Admirel Wilkinson's effects. Accordingly Mrs. Wilkinson,
having first obtained the vermission of Admiral Ingersoll
to such use of his letter, requests in behalf of her husband
that ths pertinenet parts of the exchange of correspondence
between Viee Admiral Wilkineon and Admiral Ingersoll be

rsad into and mads a part of the sgtenographic record of the

- - - - 2 o 1
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1 {\ hereto, marked hoclosures A and B respeotlvaly, copies of the
» || gecond enoclosure to Vice Admirael Wilkinson's letter of 20
3 ﬂ Decemter 1945 to pAdmiral Ingersoll and of Admirel Ingersoll's
4 1etter dated 26 December 1945.
8 { /8/ John Ford Baecher
8 Lt. Comdr. USNR
7 | 5o L i~ R
|
8 ‘ Agmiral Wilkinson: I said that the text of the
68 regulations which you introduced read "Evaluate the
10 ynformation collected and d1sgeminate as edvisable.”
% 11 1 understood our duties to be, and ati1l understand,
?.3 12 | to disseminate and gpread abroad 211 types of baslo informa-
g 13 | tion, what General Miles has termed statlc jnformation, such
% 14 | ag the defensges of the country, 1fa economcs, the
t 15 || diplomatic relations, the characters and activities and
16 previous careers of its military and navel men, the location
7 || of 1ts fleets, the sotusl movemente of 1is £leets and every-
18 thing other than the eneny probable intentions, &and gsuch
19 || gpeciflc 4nformation ag 1in jteelf might give rise OT might
20 | require action by our fleet, Or by our navel rc;rees.
21 In the latter case before dissemination I would consult
4 .2 || higher authority, either the Assistant thief, the Chief of
23 || Naval Operations, Or My Golieague , Chief of War Plana, in
24 order that this snformetion which 1 sent out would not be 1in

25 l conflict with his underatvanding of the navel situation,
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and the operations for which he was responsible.

Mr. Gesell: In other words, you had the responsibility
to disseminate, tut where you reached a situation which led
you to feel that thd information disseminated might aporoach
the area of a directive, or an order to take some specifio
action to the recipient, then you felt you were requlred to
consult War Plans, or the Chief of Naval Operations?

Admiral Wilkinson: Exactly.

Staff Headquarters
Wiestern Sea Frontier
Federal Office HRillding
San Francisco, California
26 December 1945
Ky dear Wllkinson:

I have your letter of 20 December regarding your
testimony before the Committee and also the two enclosures.

My understanding of the instructions given to Naval
Intelligence in 1841 is exactly in accord with your testimony

ag you gave it in the hearings, and as embodied in the second

enclosure of your letter.
I remember that dlscussions took place sometime in 41

although I had forgotten that Kirk took;part in the dis-

cugs3ions. I remember it more 2g a dlscussion with you. 1
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ll organization was not like military intelligence and th.t the
I - Egtimate of the Situztion should be prepsred by the W:r Plans

| Division, &lthough the data for the part "Enemy Intentions”

gathered by Naval Intelligenoce.

|

With kindest regarde and all best wishes fcr the New

't
i
|
|
!H inturally would have to be based on data and information
|
I
I
|
|

Year, 1 am

| /8/ Ingersoll
Vice Admiral T. 8. Wilkinson, USN.,

4

% Very sinocerely yours,
|
!
:

3043 "N* Street, N. W

nNvd T dygvrm

i
| Weehington, D C
;

Certified e true oopy, except as noted regarding undersoring.
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Mr. Morgan: L beiieve that 1s all, Mr. Chairman.
The Vice Chairman: There being nothing turtner, the

- committee will stand ad journed subject to thes call of the

Chair.

(Whereupon, at 5:40 p.m., the jolnt committee ad journed,

subject to the call of the Chalr.)
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