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Kuo Mo-jo: New Classification of Bronzes.
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two general groups, southern and northern. The states along the Yangtse and
-the Huai Rivers formed the southern group and those along the Yellow River the
northern. As a general rule the literary style of the inscriptions of the southern
group is ornate and the writing light and elegant, while the northern style is literal
and exact and its writing coarse, Hsii {#) and Ch'u (4}) were the centre of the
southern type of culture and there are many bronze vessels of Hsii. The states
of Ching (3]) and Shu (£$) were referred to as barbarians outside of the Kingdom
of culture but this was done by the Chous who were enemies of these states,
Hsii and Ch’u had both been allied states of Shang but after the downfall of Shang
became enemies of the Chou, This is confirmed not only by ancient historical
records but also by the iﬁécriptions of bronze vessels of the Western Chou period
which record continned struggles between the Chous and the southern barbari;ms.
They were the inheritors of the Shang culture. The Shangs were an artistic
people, Their bronze vessels were highly rcfined. They were fond of wine
drinking and hunting and were superstitious. These characteristics all go to show
that they were not as realistic as the Chous, They refute the ancient saying that
the Yins were fond of simp]iéity and the Chous of refinement, As the peoples of
Shang and Chou were separated by name and also by location the two types of
culture of the north and the south were just as different from each other as the
water of the Chin from that of the Wei River. However, from the time of the
Ch’un-Ch’iu tribal prejudice gradually lessened and the culture of the people
tended toward uniformity. This is confirmed by the inscriptions of the wvessels
of the last part of the Chiou dynasty which show that there was similarity in the
general composition as well as in the rhymes used in all parts of the countryin-
cluding Yen and Chin on the north, Hsii and Lu on the sounth, Ch’i and Chu on
the east and Ch‘in and Jo on'the west, Thus, there was in China more or less
uniformity of writing and custom toward the end of the Chou dvnasty and the

unification of the whole country by the Ch’in that followed was but a matter of
course,

The number of bronze vessels of the Western and Eastern Chou dyvasties,
the time or the approximate time of which I have been able to determine is 251,
Although these are less than cne tenth of the total mumber of vessels of this
period that are now known, they are the choicest of bronze Iinscriptions. Little
the present confusion is being resolved, -
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and K’uang Yu mentioned above. On the vessel called-Ta Féng Hui (-K5.0F)
the inscription states “‘the King offers sacrifice to his father Wén Wang.”” This
vessel therefore belongs to the time of Wu Wang. The inscription on the caldron
called Hsiao Yii Ting (/L) states that *animals were used in the great sacri-
fice offered to Chon Wang,—Wang, Ch’éng Wang.” This clearly shows that the
vessel was made at the time of K'ang Wang, There are also other inscriptions
the dates of which may be determined by comparing them with historical records,
old and new, By using these vessels as a basis, other objects may be dated, for
they can be linked together by the names of persons and the facts recorded,
This, with observations in the styles of writing, and composition of the inscrip-
tions as well as the decorations and form of the vessels” will make it possible to
groﬁp together vessels.of approximately the same period. As to the inscriptions
that give specific dates, I have checked the year, month and day to see if they

agree with cach other, but these have been used only as corroborative evidence,

By using the above method I have been able to determine the exact or
approximate period of 137 vessels of the Western Chou. Most of these objects
were those of the court or of its officials. The vessels which 1 have listed first
according to the place and then the time of production number 114, Most of
these vessels belong to the time of the Eastern Chou, and it is thus seen that
when the influence of the imperial house of Chou was predominanf there were
very few vessels of the feudal states and that after the eastern migrati'on there
are no traces of the vessels of the imperial house, This fact reveals the political
conditions of the Western and Eastern Chou dynasties and at the same time indi-

cates the cultural development of the two periods.

As to the vessels of the states, there are thirty groups, viz, Wu (),

Yiich (B), Hsii (£2), Lu (), Ch'n (48), Jo (%#), Huang (), Chiang (i), Te'ai
(2%), Téng (%), Hsit (1), Su (A%), Chéng (8), Ch'én (), Sung (42), Tséng ($#),
“ang (), Hstieh (8§, Chu (&), Shih G, Lu (£5), Ch'i (1Y), Chu (i), Ch'i (5%,
Wel (f8), Yen ), Chin (§7), Y (J50), Kuo (§) and Ch'in (4). This order is
obtained by stgrtingf’_with the states along the Yangtse from cast to west, then
from west to east with those in the regions between the Yangtse and the Yellow
River, and then again from east to west with the states 'along the Yellow River,
It will be noted from these vessels that neighboring states shared similar chara-

cteristics in their culture, The civilization of these states may be divided into

5
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Yin and Chou periods. There is even no agreement as to the length of the reigns
of some of the rulers of the Chou dynasty. Take Kung Wang as an example.
The T’ai P’ing Yii Lan quotes the statement of the Ti Wang Shih Chi that this
emperor reigned for twenty years. The T'ung Chien Wai Chi states that he
reigned for ten years and again records the statement of Huang-fu Mi that he
reigned for twenty-five years, According to tbe calculations of later works, such
as the Huang Chi Ching Shih, the reign of Kung Wang was fixed as twelve years
and this has been commonly accepted as final. However, we have the caldrons
called Ch’iao Ts’ao Ting (BE¥F 1) the second of which has an inscription which
states that on the day of jén wu in the fifth moon of the fifteenth year Kung
Wang was in the Chou Hsing Kung and that the king had gone to the hunting-
lodge to hunt. The title Kung Wang was not a posthumous one but one adopted
during the lifetime of the emperor. The custom of conferring posthumous titles
did not originate until the latter part of the Ch'un Ch’iu period, In the same
way the name of Ch'éng Wang was used on the contemporaneous caldron called

Hsien Hou Ting, Shao Wang on the bell called Tsung Chou Chung, Mu Wang on
the vessel called Lii Hui and I Wang on that called K'uang Yn, Now the inscrip-

tion on the Ch’iao Ts’ao Ting clearly states the daie as that of the fifteenth year
of Kung Wang, Although this does not confirm cither the statcrment that he

reigned for twenty-five years or the one that he reigned for twenty, it shows
definitely that the statements that his reign was tcn and twelve years were both

incorrect. From this we can see that the dates of bronze inscriptions cannot be
determined by using later systems of computing the calendar, for such a

method is like measuring one thing with the standard of another. The conclu-
sions do not agree with the real facts, If students of bronze inscriptions

could make a comparative study of the dates of the inscriptions and work out
from them the systems of calendar of the Yin ansl Chou dynasties which could be
used as a standard for dating all bronzes it would be of great value, This 15 still
difficult, forwe do not have sufficient material and the material on hand lacks
systematic arrangement.

The method which I have adopted in determining the dates of the vessels
is somewhat different, It is to examine the inscriptions and the vessels them-
selves for their dates without preconceived opinions or the use of outside standards.
The time of the vessels may often be found from the inscriptions, such as is the

case with the Hsien Hou Ting, Tsung Chou Chung, Li Hui, Ch'iac Ts'ao Ting
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cannot be considered as outstanding contributions to the lines of study which he
had indicated as of primary importance; but perbaps he had such work in mind
and did not live to see it accomplished,

In recent years I have been interested in the study of the society of an-
cient China and in this connection have examined the bone inscriptions of the
Yin and the bronze inscriptions of the Chou. As to the oracle bones, they were
found in one place and the strata of the soil in which they were found have been
carefully noted so that there is no doubt as to their historical value, However,
with the bronze vessels of the Chou dynasty the case is entirely different, for the
places where these vessels were found are not krown. Further more, this dynasty
lasted eight hundred years, a period almost as long as the four dynasties of Sung,
Yiian, Ming and Ch’ing combined, To class a: vessels of this long period as Choun
is misleading. The more we have of these vessels and the more they are dis-
cussed the more difficuit they are to handle, After a study of several seasons I
feel sure that before these inscriptions of bronze vessels of the Chou dynasty can
be used as documentary evidence their historical contents should be arranged in

systematic order.

As to the method of such arrangement my opinion is that these inscriptions
should be divided according to their dates and places. This method of arrange-
ment is an old one and was used in the Book of History, the Book of Odes, the
Kuo Yi and the Kuo Ts'é, In the Book of History, the chapters of Kao ()
and Ming (fiy) resemble so closely the texts of inscriptions that they were most
probably copied from bronzes and it may not be amiss to say that the Book of
History is the oldest record of bronze inscriptions. At present we have only a
few examples of vessels belonging to the imperial family of Chou but during the
long line of rulers of this dynasty many must have been made which still remain
buried in the earth.

In the case of some vessels this is an easy matter for the name of the state
in which they were made is recorded in the inscriptions. The determination of
the period of the vessels is the real difiiculty, Scliolars have always given careful
attention to this subject but have based their work on the ;:alcndaric calculations
of later periods.  In recent years Chinese and foreign scholars have indulged in
many speculations concerning which I have a few words to suggest. It must be

remembered that we have as yet no accurate knowledge of the c_alenéar of the
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a few ancient people. They are therefore of much greater value than the re-
coras of the Book of History.

Unfortunately, although the number of bronze vessels is great, the time
and place of production are rarely known. Occasionally the place where a vessel
was discovered is recorded but usually wtih the information that it was found by
some farmer in digging the ground, The original discoverer had no archaeological
knowledge and no one cared to make further investigations after the discovery so
that there remains no accurate record of the conditions of the earth in which the
vessels werc found; gradually even the spot where the discovery was made has
been forgotten. As to books on bronzes, there have been many written since the
time of the Sung dynasty. Some of these record only inscriptions while others
give also the shapes of vessels; some contain detailed discussions on the inscriptions
and decorations while others simply give the material and express no opinions.
However, all of them follow the same general method of division under which
vessels of the same kind are arranged according to the number of characters of
their inseriptions, This arrangement scems at first glance to bhe very orderly
but in fact it throws vessels of the same pericd and locality into great disorder,
The inscriptions of the time of the Warring Statcs are mixed with those of the
Shang and Chou periods and vessels made by the same person are distributed in

different parts of the book. This is in marked contrast with the orderly arrange-
ment of the Book of History.

Now the chief value of inscriptions on bronze vessels lies in the fact that they
may be used in verifying historical records but they can be of no value in this re-
spect if their date and provenance are not known. Tt has been for this reason that
students of history and geology have fcoked upon these ancient vessels and their
inscriptions with indifference while those interested in this branch of studies have
made little contribution to the sciences of bistory and geology, Wang Kuo-wel
in his Introduction to the Yin Hsii Shu Ch'i K’ao Shih states that ““in regard to
the establishment of principles (of interpretation) and the opening of the mysteries
{of these inscriptions} none ol the earlier writers have made any considerable
contribution;” but briliant as Wang was he did not explain how it was to be
done. An examination of his work shows that he himself was chiefly concerned
with etymology and, although correct in some of his opinions, the methods he
used differed little from those of carlier scholars, The two “Lists of Recorded

Bronzes'” which be published were only combined indices of books on bronzes and

2
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NEW CLASSIFICATION OF BRONZES

TRANSLATED BY JouN C. FERGUSON

Mr. Kuo Mcrjc is a militant scholar who is making notable contributions to an
understanding of the eariy culture of China. His first book was "'A Study of Ancient
Chinese Civilization’ (M {0k ® 51 %5) and,in 1951 he published two others—** A Study
of Inscriptions on Shells and Bones” (HIE2EF%) and A Studv of Inscriptions on
Bronzes of the Sh;mg and Chou Dynasties” (JEFI# MRS LBA%). Thesc books were
reviewed by me in the China Journal, Vol, XV, p. 270, Mr, Ruo has recently brought
out a new book on ““The Grand Divisions of the lnscriptions cn the Bronze Vesscis of
the Former and L ater Chou Dynastics’ (%8 & & A E, B A fH3kE ). The pro-
positions advanced in this book mark a new line of divergence in the study of bronze
inscriptions. These haove been investigaied by previous scholars for the purpose of
showing their relation to the development of the written langauage. Mr, Kuo has now
studicd these inscriptions with a view of learning from them the time and place of
production of the vessels themselves, 1t i5 2 new method but one which T have advocat-
ed for many vears and it shonld be known to western scholars, 'nstead of summariz-
ing the statements of Mr. Kuo, they are of such great importance that 1 am giving
herewith a full translation of the Intreduction which e has written {or his book,

John C. Ferguson.
INTRODUCTION
By Kuon Mo-lo.

The number of bronze vessels of the Western and Eastern Chou dynasties
with inscriptions that are no known runs into the thousands, Same of these have
inscriptions containing almost five hundred characters. It has been said that
each of these inscriptions is equal in its historical value to a chapter in the Book
of History., As a matter of fact the evidence of these mnscriptions 1s even more
valuable than the Book of History, for our knowledge of this Book i{s now confined
to the Modern Text copy and in this copy there are parts that we know te have
been forged by Chou and Ch’in writers, In the sections relating to the Chou
dynasty chapters such as Chin T'ng and Hung Fan are unreliable and the number
of chapters relating to this dynasty that may be considered authentic is no more
than fifteen or sixteen, Furthermore, even in these chapters many changes have
been made during the processes of transcription and rearrangement o that their
value as historical records is now questionabtle, On the other hand, each char-
acter and each phrasc in the inscriptions on bronze vessels, with the exception of

forged ones which can be easily distinguished, are the original expressions of an
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