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THE POPULATION QUESTION IN COMMUNITY STUDIES

The present paper treats population from the community stardpoint. By
community is meant the living together of a porulation in a common area.
Community thus defined is made wup of three elements, namely, hebitat,
population and the prceess of living together. It is thus obvious that the study
of population in all its aspects is a prerequisite to the understanding of the
process of living together. Conversely, it can be equally claimed that a
thorough treatment of a human population must involve an analysis of the

behavior of the group concerned as well as of the physical materials.

A demographic analysis of the community's population falls into three
divisions, namely, the siie, the composition and the distribution (spacial).
This classification is necessarily arbitrary, but as in the case of any scientific
classification, it serves as a basis for the collection and analysis of data.
Needless to say these three divisions are merely aspects of the same entity.

The functional relationship of population, habitat and culture is indeed
very complicated, It can be illustrated by a consideration of the balance of
human reproduction and cultural prcduction. ‘T'he net reproduction of a
population involves problems of both birth and death while cultural production is
something more than economic. It is important to note here that birth and
death on the human level are not merely biological processes; they are also
functions of social practices, technical and moral. It should be noted also that
this dynamic balance bhetweenn human reproduction and cultural production is
radically different from the Malthusian static balance between population and
means of subsistence. While the Malthusian *‘population’’ and ‘‘means of
subsistence’’ are two static conditions, reproduction and production are two
dynamically interrelated human activities.

The analysis of the question of population thus considered requires both
statistical and descriptive data. ‘T‘he general technique of census enumeration
would be employed for collecting statistical data, and ethnographic accounting of
social practices for descriptive data. In order to complete a population study of a
Chinese village community it is suggested that a minimum of one year’s

residence is required of the investigator, who, with the help of assistants, would
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take two general censuszs, one at the beginning and the other at the end of his
work., In the intervening pericd he would register 'births, deaths, marfiages,
y_'and migrations, and record social practices relating to population. It may be
" further suggested that four occupational censuses are needed in order to understénd

thorouglily the seasonal nature of cecupational activities.

Ch’eng—hsin Chao



