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L 4 Defcription of the Moofe-Deer in fivieria,
By the Honourable Paul Dudley, F/q; F. R. S
Communicated by John Chamberlayne, E/y;

Mong other things the Royal Secietp have had

from America, 1 find, in Mr. Lowthorp’s A-
bridgment of the Philofoph. Tranfaél. a thort Ac-
count of the Moofe, taken from Mr. Fofelyn’s Hifl-
tory of New England, but in my opinion fo imper-
fed, that I fhall not fcruple to prefent you with
the Natural Hiftory of that fine Creature, partly
from my own Knowledge, and partly from the In-
formation of Men of Ingenuity and ~Probity, that
are better acquainted with it.

The Moofe is a Crearure, not only proper, but:
it is thought peculiar, to-North Americe, and one
of the nobleft Creatures of the Foreft; the Ab.
origines have given him. the Name of Moofe; Moo-
fiik in the Plaral,
~ Of Moofe there arc two forts, the Common light
grey Moofe, by the Indians called Wampoofe ; thele
are more like the ordinary Deer, fpring like them,
and herd fometimes to- thirty in a Company.. And
then there are the Jarge, or black Moofe, of which
§ thall now give you the following Account.

Firft, That he is the Head of the Deer-kind, has
many things in Common with other Deer, in ma-
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ny things differs, but in all very fuperiour. The
Moofe 1s made much like a Deer, parts the Hoof,
chews the Cudd, bhas no Gall, his Fars large
and ere@. The Hair of the black Moofe is a
dark Grey, and upon the Ridge of his Back to ten
and twelve Inches long, of which the Indians make
good Belts. He hasa very fhort Bobfora Tail. Mr.
Neal, in his.late Hiftory of this Country, f{peaking
of ‘the Moofe, fays they have a long Tail ; but that
Gentleman was impofed on, as to other things be-
fides the Moofe.

Our Hunters have found a Buck,or Stagg-Moofe, of
fourteen Spans in heighth from the Withers, reck-
oning nine Inches to a Span ; a quarter of his Veni-
fon weighed more than two hundred pounds. A few
Years fince, a Gentleman furprized one of thefe
black Moofe, in his Grounds within two miles of
Bofton it proved a Doe or Hind of the fourth Year :
After fhe was dead, they meafured her upon the
Ground, from the Nofe to the Taily between ten and
eleven Feet, {he wanted an Inch of feven Foot in
height.

T'he Horns of the Moofe, when full grown, are
between four and five Foot from the Head to the Tip,
and have feven Shoots or Branches to each Horn,
and generally fpread about fix Foot. When the
Horns come out of the Head, "hey are round, like the
Horns of an Ox ; about a Foot from the Head, they
begin to grow a palm broad, and further up ftill
wider, of which the /ndians make good Ladles, that
will hold a Pint.  When a Moofe goes through a
Thicket, or under the Boughs of Trees, he lays his
Horns back on his Neck, not only that he may make
his way the’ eafier, but to cover his Body from the
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Bruife, or Seratch of the Wood. Thefe mighty Horns
are thed every Year, The Doe-Moofe has none of
thefe Horns.

A Moofe does not {pring, orrife in going, as an or-
dinary Deer, but thoves along fide-ways, throwing out
the Feet, much likea Horfe in a racking pace. One of
thefe large black Moofe, in his common Walk,has been
feen to ftep over a Gate, or Fence, 5 Foot high. After
you unharbour a Moofe, he will run a Courfe of zo,
or 30 miles, before he turns about, or comesto a Bay ;
when they are chafed, they generally take to the Wa-
ter ; the common Deer, for a fhort {pace, are fwifter
than a Moofe, but then a Moofe foon outwinds a Deer.

The Meat of a Moofe is excellent Focd, and tho’ it
be not fo delicate as the common Venifon, yet it is
more fubflantial, and will bear falting: The Nofe
is look’d upon as a great Dainty ; I have eat feveral
of them my felf; they are perfe& Marrow. The In-
dians have told me, that they can travel three times as
far after 2 Meal of Moofe, as after any other Fleth
of the Foreft.

The Black Moofe areinot very gregarious, being
rarely found abowve four or five together 3 the young
ones keep withthe Dam a full Year.

A Moofe calves every Year, and generally brings
two. The Moofe bring forth their young ones ftan-
ding, and the young fall from the Dam upon their
Feet. 'The time of their bringing-forth is generally
in the Month of April. See Fob Cap. 39. V. 1,2, 3.
Canft thou mark when the binds do calve, or knoweft
toon-the sime when they bring forth 2 They bow them-
Selves, they bring  forth their young ones, they caft
Sforth their forrorws. -
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The Moofe being very talland having fhort Necks,
dc not graze on the Ground,as the common Dezr, Neat
Cattel, &c. do, and if at any time they eat Grafs,
*tis the top of that which grows very high, or on
fteep rifing Ground. In the Summer they feed upon
Plants, Herbs, and young Shrubs, that grow upon the
Land, but moftly, and with greateft delight on Wa-
ter-Plants, efpecially a fort of wild Colts-foot and
Lilly, that abound in our I'onds, and by the fides
of the Rivers, and for which the Moofe” wi!l wade
far and deep, and by the noife they make in the
Water, our Hunters often difcover them. In the
Winter they live upon Browfe, or the tops of Bulhes
and young Trees, and being very tall and ftrong,
they will bend down a Tree as big as a Man’s Leg,
and where the Browfe fails them, they will eat off
the Bark of fome forts of Trees, as high as thcy can
reach. They generally feed in the Night, and lie
ftill in the Day.

The Skin of the Moofe, when well drefs’d, makes.
excellent Buffy the Indians make their Snow-fhoes
of them : Their way of drefling it, which is recko-
ned very good, is thus : After they have hair’d and
grzin’d the Hide, they make a Lather of the Moofe’s
Brains in warm Water, and after they have foaked
the Hide for fome time, they ftretch and fupple it.
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