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AimORl

MUSIC?

AWRJ

FADE in

Dncle Sam^s Forest "'"ang^ersi

THEME

One of the toughest jobs the Forest Ranger ha-3 :>n his

liands today is looking after the grazing of clomoGtio

livestock on the rJatlonfil Forest ranges* He is resolved

that what happened during the last war muot n:jt happen

aga.ln, There was s. meat shortage then as now^ and the

pressures to jout more a.ncl more bji^mbIb on the ovo'j^

burdened range were all.owed to prevail with the result

that many grazlrg areas were so seriously da.n:agG(I that

even today, twenty-five years later, some of those range

lands are still in suoh poor cond5:tlon that they ai’e

oontributing little toward this war* So, even though he

is beginning to feel the same pressure all over regain, ti

Forest Rang-er carries on with determination and wit?a

the strong conviction that protecting the range lanvdfi

against overgrazing and misuse is In the ;oubl:1.3 and

national intereet* * . .Not? let *8 wee wh-at^s hapoerilng

on the Pine Gone National Forest* At th© Harger

Station we find Ranger Jim Robbins gathering his

equipment for his day’s work in the forest, xfhlle his

assistant, Jerry Quick, goes through the iEoriiing mail*

Her© they ares

SOUND OF ENVELOPE BEIMG TORN OPEN* PAPER HUSTLim





JIM;

J.SRRYs

JII4;

JERRY;

JBls

JERRY;

JIM;

(fare IW SIMGING,
_

off) ‘‘Home, Horae on the Ranpe, the dee

and the «., co^

Holy smokes! Here *8 another one^ Jim, This mahoa four

30 far and there *s still a pile of mall 1 lia.'ven^t

opened yet,

(BREAKS OFF HIS SOHG, COMING OH) Makes four tjhat?

VJhat®rQ you talking about, Jei’ry*

It ha a conspiracy, that’s what. Four letters so far

from four different grazing permittees and got

this, Jim— they all the same identical request, th

you let ®em keep all their stock on the ra.nge -past the

end of the regular grazing periods

Tk^at’s no conspiracy, that’s Just plumb foolislnioss,

VJe couldn’t even think twice about doing anything like

tiiat, Jerry, The range Juat won’t stand up uindor it,

Jerry, And besides*

,

, , , ,

Just what I was thinking, T}iere®a cooperation for you.

We did fix it so they could turn their stock in on the

range a couple weeks early this year, but now thoy^re

hollerin’ to stay on later than ever.

Forget it, Jerry, If the range hadn’t been ready early,

we couldn’t have let ‘em put their cattle on it. But

it was, and since the cattlemen were short of foed,

averything worked out ok&y, ,, .Staying on after the

regular season is over, though, that’s different.

(MORE)
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JIM: (CONST)

JEaRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

They oughta know the range won't stand who

are those letters from?

Let *3 see •..(paper RUSTLING) SteTe Jones and Bco Haskell

and Bill Simpson, and this one's from Monty Telford

and, • . .wait, here ® re a couple more. . . (PAPER RUSTLING-)

Yep, same thing from Art Campbell and King Killer,

K-m-m. All members of the Big Bend Cattle Grcwers^

Association, That®s the outfit Frank ThoitpscrNs

president of, Jerry,

Wall, he hasn't written, at least.

I don't think he will. You know, Jerry, this is the

first time I can remember that any members of tho Big

Bend outfit hswe tried to deal with us individually

on a problem that concerns all of .

What do you make of It, Jim?

Looks to me like there's a split somewhere anc' Fraiik

Thompson doesn't see eye to eye with the men who iri?“Ote

those letters, I reckon I'd better see Frank right. away

s

maybe there's more to all this than we know yet -and,,.,

(SOUND OF FOOTSTEPS ON PORCH, OFF) who's that; coning,

Jerry. .

•

It®s the big hoy himself, Jim. It's Frank Tlriorn^son, ,

,

Swell. Just in time. (CALLING) Come right on in,, Frank.

SCREEN DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES
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Page

FRANKS

JERRY:

JIKS

FRANK

:

JIM:

FRANKS

JIMS

JERRY:

PRANK:

JIM:

( COMING ON) Howdy, Jlm«..How are you, Jerry?

Just: fine, siro

We were just talkin’ about you, Frank, Sure glad you

popped In.

Jim, did you get any letters from some of the Bend

boys this morning?

Yep„

They’re asking to stay on the range later this year, is t;

it?

That’s it, all right, Frank, but I’m afraid we can't do

anything like that.

What gets me is that they’ve still got a eouplo of

months more to run their oattle on the forest. How come

they’re getting all het up about it this early?

Well, for one thing they know it’s goln* to talie some

doing to make you see things their way so they’vo started

their campaign early. For another thing, I rookon

the maverick that started this ^Jhole thing rolling.

You? What d’ya mean, Frank? You oughta know tlio range

won’t stand asiy .post~s©ason use. And besides, if all

of you market early like you should, there won’t be any

need to..®.,.

(OVER)
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Page 6*

1^’RAIiK

:

JSRFlYl

JJM:

FRAM?

JI3;4j

FRAI^Ks

«3TH?

FRANK;

JIM;

PAUSS

there, Jim. I®m on your side In this busiiiGSOo

Here® 3 whs.t happened. Last meeting we had X spohe up,

going strong on mariseting our stock early this fallo

Nell, some of the members set up a howl, about

marketing their stock early, so they^ve started this

drive to keep their cattle on the range, I ®spect they'll

be putting some pressure on you.

But they won't be helping their stock any and thoy t-joulfi

damage the land a lot if they had their way«,.,,X don't

get Ite

The grass is pretty good so far this year, I reckon they

keep their stock on the range, the more they'll gain in

weight, I®d just Ilk© to talk to those men, face to faceo,,

You can,

Huht

Yep.
,
We® re holding a meeting this afternoon. Three

o'clock at my ranch. There'll be a big turn-out and

I'm Inviting you and Jerry to be there.

We'll be there all right, Frank,

If I were you I'd bring along everything you can find to

prove your case, Jim. I'm on your side but you're goiii’

to be facing a lot of opooaition, vdth Bill Sinpson and

Monty Telford leading It,

(FADING-} We® 11 be there
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FADE IN CROVrD NOISE, SUSTAIN

JINj (SOTTO) Eiy-erythiJig ready, Jerryt

JERRY; ( SOTTO ) All set, Jisio 1*11 on back of the barn and

handle things there, 1 sure hope your Idea works,
.

JIM: (SOTTO) Yeah, 1*11 let you kno’'^ when to br-lnc tho,,,

the evidence out here, Oet going, .Prank* 3 about to

open the aeetlng.

SOUND OF POU]??DINa (FIST ON TABLE). NOISE DOWN AMD OUT

FRANK: All right, man, ..Sorry there *9 not enough seats for

everybody, but I reckon you won’t mind sittln^ on the

grass. .. .We* 11 dispense t^lth the reading of the ninutes :

the last meeting so you can get on with the buoinons of

th5-0 special meeting, .All right Bill Simpson, your

hand's up,,. go ahead,

BILL: Timnk you, Prank, Well, I guess you all know T-l\y wo ‘re

here today. We got a little queet3.on to settlG, I‘m

klnda glad to see Jim Robbins among thoeo present

these Forest Rangers sure get around, don't

CROWD LAUG-HS, POUNDING

FRANK: I invited Jim Robbins to this meeting. The Big Boid

Cattle Growers* Association doesn't have anyth liig to,

hide so far as I knoxf, ,, .Stick to the question,, Dill,

BILL: Okay, Well, like I started to say, I'm klnda glad

the Ranger's hers cause we can put this question up to

him and maybe hope to get a straight answer out hG:?e in

public which' 11 be better than havin' him answer a lot oi;

letters.
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Page 6

JBIJ I don’t mind answering letters, Bill, But go cnj, 1*11

do the beat 1 can here today, out in public lihe you say.

BILL; %ere’s Monty Telford?

MONTY; Here I am, Billo

BILL; You put the queetton, Monty, I don’t want to givo the

Impression this ie all my doin’.

MONTY; Ol;ay, Bill, Well, Ranger, here’s what we’re up against.

We gotta lot of cattle grazing up there in the forest, rif;

now and, well, the way things look, we’re gcnna he/^e a

lotta cattle when the grazing period ends. Nox-j what som^..

of us are asking for is a kinda simple and eenelble thing

to our way of thinking. It’s this. We imnt you to tell

UI3 we don’t have to v/orry none about taking these cattle

FRANK;

of ours off the Pine Cone range until maybe late in

October. Row about It, Ranger?

Don’t answer that Just yet, Jim. There’s a few things

I want to say, first.

cro;;d noise

BILL; Don’t dodge the Issue, Prank, We know what ycu’rc goln^

to say. Lot the Ra.nger talk.

CROWD NOISE

«

poundinct* noise subsides

FRANK; I reckon I’m still president of this association. And

until you put me out of the office I’m gonna spe^i

up xfhen I want to,

.

,

.

(MUPiTO) Men, listen to me«

If anybody’s dodging the real Issue here, it’e follas 151r

Bill Simpson and Monty Telford and you other x-iio feel th^-

way they do.

(MORE)
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FRANK?

BILL:

CROWD,

JIM:

FRANK:

JIM;

(CON^T) (murmur) V?hat ve*ve got t.o settle today iQ not a

question of how long th© Hanger *

b

goln* to let: us stay o;

.

the range but whether or not we get together, all of us,

and carry on an early marketing program. You know a©

well as I do that if we market our fat steers at. their

top weight w© x^on’t nesd any longer range season. And

getting rid of a lot of the beef early would make it

better for the breeding herd left on the range ®til

the end of the season. (CROVJD) All right, Bill, speak

up.

You bet I Willi Looks like we* re right back xiioro v/e X'/e

last meeting. Ever^^thlng you say. Prank, souncls mighty

pretty but I for one donH intend to let any pretty

speeches influence m© in how I handle my oatt].e<»

(CRO\fD) V7e need more proof than you’ve given us so. far

that oughta go in for early i]aarr.eting this year.

POUNDING

I’d like to say something If I may. Prank.

Speak up, Jim.

Bill, I jist want to mention one thing. Theresa a

patrlotio angle to this story. Those fine lads of ours

in the Armed forces, some of ’em sons of you non here.

VJhile they’re In the business of -fightin’ the war xje’ve

got to back them up xidth food, 1 wasn’t aimin’ to bring

the patriotic angle here but you can’t overlook this fact.

(MORE)
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JIM;

liONTY?

BILL;

JIM;

^
i.

(OCM®T) If you market your cattle early lll;:e PranJi

suggests you^ll be helping to send out meat th£it®o

urgently needed now, this year, not next yef.r. And you";]:-

be helping the boys I was talkln® about as well as the

home folks, I don®t have to tell you how meat counts

in this l&ar* , ,

,

(MURMUR)

Th€; Ranger® s right, Bill, I ‘ye got a boy out there

Bomewheres. Maybe we oughta move cur stock early

c

Now, wait a minute, Monty, Let*s forg-et that for a mlnuir..

hull? We know meatus needed and bad. But tliat 'S no

reason we shouldn‘t carry on our business In a sensible

way, is it^ What the Ranger and Frank haven’t, given

ua is proof, definite proof, aside from the patriotic

angle, that we won’t be producing more meat if ue have

a longer grazing season, (CROWD) All tills talk of

selling at top weights and the like, "iHiat about that?

Well, Bill, maybe you don’t know it but your stock TrTili

hit their peak in i^eight in a coupla weeks or oo. Some

are at it right now, and they'll actually staai’t losing

weight if you leave 'em on the range too long. You

won't be producing any more meat if you keep your stock

on the range after they stop making? weight ga.ina. You'll

just be wasting grass. That’s why us fellers in the

Forest Se3n»’lce are all out for early marketing of

livestock. It's not only to save the range from unneceooar

damage, which we're go in' to do, come drought or high water

I MnpK )
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CROOT I-.IURIIUR

BILL:

JIM;

but It’s to help you fellas In your buslnessj too^

that we manase the range up in the National F’o.rent like

we do,

You got figures to prove all this you're saying, Jim?

Us oattlemen like to be eho't^m, you know.

Yee sipj I*ve got figures and cherts to prove what I*ve

been telling you, Bill^„And I^ve got something hotter

than that, too, . (CALLING) All right, Jerry. Bring in

that first one, * o

(off) Coming right up, Jiniace

SOUND OF SHUFFLING HOOFS COMING ON, GROiH) NOISE UP, COMMENTS:

SAY, IT^S A STEER,” ”YEAH AND A BEAUTY TOO*/ APPUIUSE

All right, Jerry, hold him.

I'll do my best, Jim, Held there, fella!

Say, what have you been feedin® that animal, Jia?

That's sure a fine steer.

Yeah, about as finished and in bloom as any I^ve seen all

year. You take that animal there. I wouldnH hesitate

to send that baby to market right now. Where's he been,

Jim?

Up on the Pine Cone Range, Bill. I picked him out

’cause he represents In weight pretty much what moot

animals are averaging up there on good grass like he *^8

been eating.

n JERRY;

an SOUND

‘ ” SAY,

JBi;

JERRY;

IC MONTY;

X'} BILL;

X

O'
krf>- ^ JBi;

C3

C4

CO

(MORE)
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JIMj(CON^T)

MONTY

JIM:

FRANK

BILL:

JIM:

SOUND

MONTY

BILL:

CROWD

JIM:

.r.

He’s about grass fat now^ you can see for yourself,;

and he'll be ready for market first week In Septeaberj

fi IXJ ^0 o 9 • •

Turn him around, Jerry. Let^e have a look at his brand,

Sa'^^e that, for later. Cxet that other animal^, will you, F '

Okay, Jlcic , .

«

Say, ain’t this animal here kinda special, in slzo and

all, Jim?

About average for the herd he's travelin' with, I’d say^ .

Here comes Prank, , »

,

0? HOOFBLATS COMING ON, PUlINTIVS MOO, CROWD LAUGHS

Say, that critter’s no match for the other, He^c hlnda :

poor specimen, he is,

At^ now, Jim, you ain’t goin® to pull that old one on us,

are you^

About • here It Is, ladeez and gentleman, the very same

steer, before and after getting a bell 3r«full of rich

range feed, up on the Pine Cone!

LilUGHS

No, not exactly, Bill, And yet if this animal had

gotten the same break the other one got he’d look no^e

like him. This one’s been on poor range and right now.

I’d say, he's hit the down-grade ae far as weight's

concerned.
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j. canFEAI'JK ? and that's why I aim to market him somrs I can<.

• ThS.g weekj nmybe.

3ILLJ This your steer, Franks

FRANK

;

Yspo

BILL: G-olly^ I«m sorry I didcled about ito

FRANK

:

Forget it, Bill, I’ve got others like him, in a little

bunch I had to turn out on poor range because ny grazing

allotment up on the Pine Cone couldn’t aGconiT?,odat-3

all ray stock. Maybe you understand now why I^n for

Jim Robbins in this whole thing, I know about good

range and poor range, fellas. And I’ve learned iiou

stcfck, on good or poor range, can get to a certain

point and then quit In weight or go dowi.

13 XLioJ e

\

Yeah, I see. Look, Monty, I reckon there must bo.nore

to this early marketiiig business than we realized^

(CROVn) MUR14UR) I reckon I*ra gonna look over my aninals

real careful tomorrow and see how they® re coming, «..o

JIM: Jiiet one more thing. Bill,

BILL: Yeh?

JIM? It looks to rae, Bill, like early marketing ;ie good

business, mighty good business from the mon^y angle tooc

Look, I’ve got right here a reoort of the raerithly x3rdGoe

of beef steers at the Chicago market for th? ton-yoar

pei’tod 193*^ 1939 » ^H'^d listen to this,,.'h.e highevSt

average price per hundredweight for the last siz months

of every year was paid in September, . .

.
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The highest price for the last six months of the ^car

was paid in September, huht Say, that*s about uhen you

figure to market your anijnals, isn’t it, Franlc, in

early September?

Yes, Bill, those that are up on the good forest rangeo

going to sell off the culls that are already grass-fi .
•

in that herd and most of my stock like this one bofov»e the.'

though, to keep the meat movingo

Yeah, I seeo . .
. ‘iell, Jim, you can forget that quectlon

I put to you early in the meetlngo o , .about asking for

more privileges on the range, VJe won®t need ^en, far’e

I’m concerned, ^ I’m x^rith Frf.nk, all the

way. How about it, feiias? (CRO'JD APPROVES) And I

might as well confess, Jim, you had me licked on this

whole thing back there X'/hen Jerry brought in that fine

fat steer. Gosh, if that ain’t an argument for good range

practice, I don’t know xvhat is, ...Say, turn that steer

around, will you, Jerry? I^d like to kno^d who the lucky

critter is who ox^ms that animal. Must be some one right

here in this crowd. ....

Yes sir, Mr. Simpson. . get 'rrr.und there now...

(SOUND OF SHUFFLING, HOOFSEATS) There you are ...Can you

see the brand, now?
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