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First attempts: 
#1lib1ref
What is #1lib1ref?

#1Lib1Ref — abbreviated for one 
librarian, one reference — calls on 
librarians around the world, and 
anyone who has a passion for free 
knowledge, to add missing references 
to articles on Wikipedia. - Source

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_Wikipedia_Library/1Lib1Ref


First attempts: 
#1lib1ref
● In 2017 and 2018
● followed the international recipe 
● used former members of the 

community as liaisons
● Saturday events 
● in small branches of the Bucharest 

and Chișinău city libraries

Participation (RO): 5 (2017); 2 (2018) 
Participation (MD): 5 (2018) 



#1lib1ref 2019 - follow the 
librarians
What we changed:

● Used existing network of libraries
● Planned a series of events

- a big one at the National Library 
- 2 smaller ones at county libraries (Argeș & Galați) 

● Events took place during the working week
● Had partners (Goethe Institute) and guests (Antje Theise from 

Hamburg University Library) talk about Wiki(p|m)edia
● Focused on writing articles rather than adding references



#1lib1ref 2019 - follow the 
librarians

What happened:

● Significantly higher presence (more than 50 people 
in total)

● Managed to get some decent articles on Wikipedia
● Limited interest
● Just 1 active user after the events



#1lib pandemic edition
● Moved to an online course model with Brasov 

County Library, with weekly homeworks and 
monthly video meetings

● Managed to get a significant number of decent 
articles and a few good ones (B-grade)

● Significantly more interest, judging by number of 
questions, open feedback and follow-ups

● A few users still edit.



What we 
learned

 
Managing information 

- Little disponibility to learn 
independently 

- Small investment in 
time/energy

- No experience in 
team/community work

- Strong ownership of content
- Control of outcomes 



Photo

Easter Bloc 
practices

Decades of totalitarian regimes

Some more radical & strict than 
others

Censorship and control of 
information was the  norm 

Focus on #Romania



Photo

Public Libraries as
a Communist instrument

★ Ubiquitous political control 
★

★ At central, regional and local levels
★

★ Censorship practiced continuously
★

★ Internalized censorship within 
librarianship practices 

★

★ Shift of professional values

(Source)

https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/handle/2142/98271


Photo

WIKIPEDIA

- is an encyclopedia
- has free (libre) content that 

anyone can use, edit, and 
distribute

-  is written from a neutral point 
of view

- 's editors should treat each 
other with respect and civility

-  has no firm rules

([[WP:5P]])

LIBRARY

- is a collection of vetted content
- has free (gratis) content that 

some can use, few can edit, and 
distribute

-  is written from the approved 
point of view

-  's members should not work in 
projects outside their library 

- has obsolete firm rules

(Source)

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Five_pillars
https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/bitstream/handle/2142/103585/Serbanuta.pdf?sequence=2


Silenced voices

● Focus on their existing content
○ Either already digital or still on paper

● Decide if you want to include them
○ That means extra work for YOU

● Create/adapt space for their 
contributions

○ This requires changes to YOUR 
community’s practices



Scaling beyond 
#1lib1ref
● Move to learning circles  and social 

networks.
● A mix of both ideas: online course 

targeted at fixing mistakes.
● Heavily relies on the “Personalized 

first day” project
● Retention still TBD

(More on Learning Circles/Cercuri de 
învățare)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_circle
https://www.facebook.com/groups/951882312256187
https://www.facebook.com/groups/951882312256187
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Growth/Personalized_first_day
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Growth/Personalized_first_day
https://frsi.org.pl/en/project/learning-circles-in-libraries-2/
http://www.progressfoundation.ro/cercuri-de-invatare-in-biblioteci/
http://www.progressfoundation.ro/cercuri-de-invatare-in-biblioteci/
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