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STYATEMENT OF PRPOBABLL CAUSE
CCHCERNING 4N AIRCRAFT ACCIDWNT
WHICH OCCURRED TC A PRIVATELY OWNID PLANE
ON TAPCT 24, 10456 7 COTUT TS WPOVS, QIO

To the Scerelarv of Cormercc

On March 24, 1935 ai about 8 30 a.m. ncor Columbus Grove,
Ohio, a privately owmed airplanc, being used for solo student
instructional flyag, crashed with resultant death to the pilot
and the complele destruction of the aireraft.

The plane, an reronca, rodel C-3, ovmed by the vilot, bore
Department of Commerce license number NC-13585  The pilol, Irvin
Pierman, held a Dopartment of Commerce sludent pilol's ticense

Witnesses obsorved the plane flying over the field from the
north nt an altitule of 600 or 700 fool. A turn wos mede toward
Tthe west,and almesl mmmediatoly after the bwin both wings col-
lapsed and the planc fell to the earth.

Apparently the right wing was the first o collapsc as parts
of this wing werce found farbhesl from the peint of contaet with
the ground. However, the wing, structure wns so complotely demol
1shed that 1t was iwpossible to establish Just which part failed
farst. Very lithle could be learncd relative to the miintenance,
care or usage of ©'is aircraft since 1ts last inspection by tho
Department of Commorec on July 2, 1934.

It 15 the opinion of the accident Board bhat the probahble cause
of this nceidenl was n failure of the wing sbtructure.
Respectbfully submitted,

Fugene L. Vidal
Dircctor of Air Commerce



