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REPORT.

AlUmAL EXAlilliATIOIIS,

?AB11 SCHOOL.

Laura A. Roberts, Teacher.
Salary, 015O.

School Divisions aiid Studies:-
j'ive classes in reading, four in
arithmetic, and tv/o in geography.

./hole n-omher of scholars in the
district between 5 and 15, 57; attend-
ing school, 24. ziverage attendance,
22. Present teacher in charge of
school, one term, ilumber present at
the examination, 23,

The examitiation of this school
occurred, V/ednesday, A. i.:., i^'eb. 17th,
and v;as very creditable. We were sorry
to lose the services of Hiss Bartlett,
but were glad to have a former teacher
put in charge, as she had been somewhat
acquainted with the ground and its dis-
abilities.

xa.ll the classes appeared well in
the limited studies of the school. The
committee unanimously are of opinion,
that iii order to meet the increasing
v.ants of the '?arm district," a new.
and more convenient school room should
be immediately provided. The fact that
there are several families in the same
house, v/here the pchool is now kept,
is sufficient reason for its removal,
and a yet more sigiiificant fact that
there is not sufficient room provided





for those, who are entitled to a
school privilege iu that part of the
towii, "by the present arrajigement . We
ask respectfully the attention of our
fellow citizens to this suhjeot. ( 7/e

are glad to kiiow that this matter is,
already, in the hands of a competent
committee •

)

BEACH SCHOOL.

A. B. Galucia, Teacher.
Salary, #225.

School Division and Studies. -Six
classes in reading, three in mental
arithmetic, three in geography, out-
line map exercises and singing.
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Whole numlDer of scholars during
sprirjg aiid summer terms, 47 mid 56;
fall aiid winter, 68 and 68. Average
attendance during spring and summer,
39 and 44; fall and winter, 46 2/3 and
47 3/4, V/hdle number at the opening of
current year, 42; at its close, 58.
V/hole number under 6 years of age, 1.
Average age, 8. ij'oreign pupils, 13.
iJumber of scholars who completed the
term with 6 days' absence and less,
spring, 20; summer, 28; fall, 18;
v/inter, 28. Present teacher in charge
of school, 2 years, and 6 months. Pres-
ent at examination, 46.

The examination of this school
occurred on Wednesday, P. M. , Feb. 17.
This school still retains its mis-
cellaneous character, and situated as
it is must for sometime to com.e. The
committee have often wished that the
school-building was placed a little
farther from the great thorough-fare
that the beach road already has becom_e,
and in some more retired spot both for
the sake of the families immediately
about the house, and for the sake of
the teacher" aiid children; and. we in-
dulge the hope, that at some future
time, this will come to pass.

The great want of this school
is very evidently a spirit of emula-
tion among the scholars to excel -

to m.ake progress in those studies,
that already engage the attention of
about one-half of the school. The
physical exertion here is more spec-
ially requisite in the discipline of
the school than in our other schools.
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from the fact tliat it is of such a

mixed character; the present teacher
has suffered irj health somewhat from
an overtaxing of her strength.

Few persons are aware what a
heavy draft is made upon one^s health
and strength "by the labors of a
s^chool ' teacher when constant and faith-
ful.

PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Clara B. Ingalls, Teacher.
Salary, |)200.

School Divisions and Studies.-
Six classes in reading, two in arith-
metic. (Towers' First Lessons in
numbers, has taken the place of Col-
burn ' s )

.

Whole numher of scholars during
the spring term, 58; sumrner, 69; fall,
67; winter, 67. Average attendance
during spring term, 44; summer, 54 l/4;
winter, 54. Whole number of scholars
at the conu encement of the current
year, 55; at its close.
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67. Whole niimber luider 5 years of age,
3. Average age, 6, foreign pupils, 1.
IJumtier of months the school was in
session, 11 months, 5 days. rumlDer of
scholars completed the terms with 5

days' absence and less, spring, 9;
summer, 17; fall, 17; winter, 21. Pres-
ent teacher in charge of the school,
1 year. iJumher present at the examina-
tion , 55.

Examination, Feb. 27, A. M.
This is the town nursery, aiid if we
could put in dolls and wooden horses,
and all sorts of toys, the resemblance
would be more marked than now. There
has been a large attendance in this room
for the entire year, and when there is
such a crowd of little ones, it seems
almost impossible to make any impression
upon any one of them; but it is always
true, that in such a group there are
here aiid there one or more, that you
can reach, and make some mark upon the
forming mind; indeed as to that, when
the teacher jaded and disheartened at
the close of day says, "well, I have
accomplished nothing today," and "i;iy

scholars might have been as well in
the street," - altogether mistakes
both her own povers and her influence
over the budding and flowering minds -

now beautifully and silently the dew
distils itself upon the springing
grass,- the new formed and opening
bud - and how the colorings of the
rose are brought out by that mystic
power. But none the less so, are
young minds and hearts affected by the
distilling influei.ce of a good teacher,

-

in this consists, after all, more of
the education than that which is con*?

c.ealed in books.
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This Primary has "been crowded
at different times during the past
year. It was relieved "by transfer-
ing the first class to the Interme-
diate room, and yet it was more than
full.

The committee were pleased with
the general exercises of the school-
we refer to the novel feature of
singing in little groups here and
there, and in some simple recitations,
interspersing and relieving the more
formal part of the examinations. Any
exercise is allowable in an infant
school like this, that will occupy and
interest the "little ones," v;ho cannot
yet understand the importance and
nature of school hocks.
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INTEI^I.£SDIATE SCHOOL.

Jane M. Martin, Teacher.
Salary, $200.

SctLOol Divisions and Studies.-
Four classes in reading, two in geog-
raphy, four in arithmetic, map exer-
cises and singing.

V.niole number of scholars during
spring and summer terms, 57 and 49;
fall and winter, 57 and 57 • Aver-
age attendance during spring and
summer terms, 46 1/20 and 38 1/9;
fall and \Tinter, 45 4/5 and 51 1/6.
Uhole number of scholars at the
comraencement of the current year,
49, at its close, 57 Average age
of pupils, 9^. Number of pupils
completing each term with 5 days^
absence or less, spring, 27;
sum:ner, 23; fall, 23; winter, 33,
Number present on examination
day, 52l .

Exam.ined February 27, P. M.
This school is nothing more than
a Primary of a little higher aver-
age age thsm usual in such a
grade. The first class v/as ad-
vanced at the commencement of the
Fall Term, and thus its right arm
of payer v/as crippled. And then
the change of teachers, somewhat
retarded its progress, as it al-
v;ays must. Yet the several
classes have made progress, evi-
dently endeavoring to make up in
diligence what had been lost in
power.

The great struggle in a
cchool of that age is to resist
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the tenptation to v^hispering and notion,
7/e wish to oomiTiend all those scholars
who have been successful in overconing
such a strong temptation- iie knov/- it has
been a great effort to them, and a severe
tax upon the patience of teacher and
pupils, but success in a good degree has
cromed the effort

•

GRAItiAR SCHOOL.

¥• H. Merritt, Teacher.
Salary, ^SOO.

Louisa C# Martin, Assistant
Teacher. Salary, o225.

Five classes in reading, four in
grammar, siz in geography, seven in
arithmetic, one in algebra, one in
philosophy, one in Geometr3;-, one in
English composition.

vThole number of different schol-
ars during the year, 125. YThole number
during the spring term, 89; summer, 63;
fall, 81; Y/inter, 111. Average daily
attendance spring term, 65; summer, 48;
fall, 61, winter, 94. Per centage of
attendance, spring term, 73; summer,
76; fall, 75; "^winter, 85. Number of
scholars over 15





V

years of age, 51. ixvera^e a£:e of
scholars, 13 years, 9 months.
Iliimher of scholars present at the
annual examination, 85. Iliimher of
parents and friends present, some
200. Had charge of the school,
1 year, 5 months,

Examined, jehruary 28, A. II.

and P. IvI. This well appointed room
and school, with their teachers
presented on the morning of the day .

of examination a most lively aspect-
every seat filled, and the vacant
spaces ahout the room occupied "by

parents and citizexis. The morning
hours passed off m.ost agreeably,
and with speaking evidence of the
value of a good school-room and compe
teiit teachers. In the afternoon,
(from its crowded condition) the
school room and the school were not
in so desirable and com.fortable
state, so that the examination did
not and could not proceed v;ith that
precision and order, so desirable
on such an occasion. The recitations
excellent in theii^selves , were not so
readily heard as in the morning. If
we could have had a room of double
the capacity of the present one, it
would doubtless have been filled.
The committee were highly gratified
with this demcnstrai.ion d'f respect
and interest thus manifested in the
conimunity, in the Principal school.

V/e c 017 Id have spent the
entire day in '.he examination of
the 50 classes that appeared before
us, with great satisfaction, and
r.elieve that these classes would
have sustained admirably a more ex-
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teuded review as well as they did
the brief one giveu.

'^he coraiiittee recor^mexid
that, a:ri other year, two days in-
stead of one be devoted to the
annual examination, as better
justice can be done to the scholar
in a less hurried manner than in the
usual method.

V/e have been especially
gratified to see so large a number
of the youiig men and older lads of
the town, spending the winter
months in the school-room-even
though some of these labor under
some disadvantages by reason of a
lim.ited education, still much may
be done by them, if diligent, to
make up lost time, and repair the
breach made by form.er neglect. v7e

hope and earnestly recommend that,
the tov;n will, in its wisdom, make
such arraijgem.ents , that another
winter all of our older boys and
youth of both sexes, will find
ample accommodations in a school-
room, set apart for their special
use. V/e should be abundantly
com>peiiSated for a special effort
in this direc-
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tion by the iriorease of intelligence an
reepectability in our village. As to
the past winter, the coimr.! ttee felt as
though they were meeting the wishes of
the people while providing so far as
they were able, for the wants of those,
who desired the advantages of the
echool-room - hence the appointment
of an assistaiit in the Grammar School.

Some of the hopes that have
been indulged by your conunittee , from
time to time, are at length realized
in the large and constant attendance
of the pupils who, by age and ad-
vancement, belong to the grammar
school-room»

v?e had some of the best
illustrations of granrnar teaching
and recitation, in the several
classes, that appeared before us,
that we ever witnessed,- it is
one of the most important of all
studies, and yet grossly neglect-
ed. But, in the grammar classes
before us, there was not only
evidence of the most excellent in-
struction, but of a deep interest
in the study by the scholars them-
selves. The claj-:s in descriptive
geography was a model one.

The advanced class in
rhilosophy, (jracmiar. Algebra, and
Geometry, was an ornament to the
school, and would have done them-
selves credit in any "High School"
in the commonwealth. This class
should be encouraged, not only
for the sake of those who enter
it from time to time, but for the
sake of its influence upon the
lower classes. The effect of it
'vill be to elevate the whole
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school, and the standard of educa-
tion in the town. ( V/e were grati-
fied to have the philosophical
apparatus "bro-ught into requisition).

GEI^ERAL SUGarSTIOlIS.

We have hut a fev\; words to
add to the hrief report of the
several schools under our charge.

We have more than three
hundred children in our several
schools- as v;ill be seen by refer-
ence to the statistical table.
Our school-rooms have been actually
more than filled during the past
six months. Some v;ay must be de-
vised by which these several
rooms m.ay be relieved. If we- be-
gin with the Primary, where there
have been sometim.es sixty-eight
or sixty-nine scholars, and draw-
off some twenty of these, and
with the Intermediates, and draw
off somie fifteen or twenty more,
we shall at once be relieved;
and these schools that have been
so over filled, and that have
suffered from such excess, v;ill
at once have a breathing time,
and may gather up some of their
wasted
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energies, .^s it has "been, however, we
have been obliged to transfer classes
too soon from one room to the other
(as has been the case the past year).
Our population has so increased, and
the number of school children , that the
comnittee can devise no other way, as
a permanent thing, than the formation
of a new school, ./e have never so
felt the necessity of the fonnation
of another primary, or a school of a
miscellaneous character in the 'Depot
District,'^ as now. ihe way seems now
to be open, to recommend to the tovm,
and the com^nittee of this next present
school year, the formiation of a
school at or near the l)epot, so that
all the children in that part of the
town may be better accommodated, and
that the school rooms in the grammar
school-house may be less crowded than
now

.

The m.orality of the school-
room is an important subject for
consideration, aiid the committee
most earnestly call the attention
of teachers and parents, and citi-
zens to this subject. vulgar
language and profanity are too fear-
fully prevalent among school-children
to pass unnoticed; rudeness, disre-
spect to elders and superiors, ought
also to be rebuked by teachers, when-
ever observed- but, particularly,
vulgarity and profanity.

Children and youth should
be taught good manners as well as
good morals.

Lie rchants, trades people,
citizens, and strangers- whatever
their employment, should receive from
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the children and youth of the commun-
ity proper respect. These things are
among the small items perhaps, hut
these make up some of the most im-
portant elements in a good and com-
plete education • If children pass--

through childhood - sohoolhood- v/ith-
out that kind of training needful to
secure on their part respect for age
ai'id acquirements, it rarely is ob-
tained afterwards.

COIJCLUSIOIU

7/e have called your attention
to a mere outline of the results of
another school year. We all
(whether teachers, parents, or cit-
izens) have been more or less inter-
ested in such results; every home,
mind and heart hs,ve been affected by
such a year's activity.

A slow and sure process is go-
ing on in our school-rooms by v/hich
the coming generation may.be made
wiser than the preceding generation.
If, as a people, v^e avail out selves
of the opportunities
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ol'fered in ati educational point of
view, we shall ascend in the scale of
morality and education- otherwise, we
shall descend; periods in the his tory
of the races illustrate this.

It is not the school room-
nor the comfortahle , cleanly, and
tasteful appearances of these hundreds
of our children, as found in them, hut
the fact tmt here are minds that are
to be trained for usefulness, and that
their mature life- their manhood,
¥/omanhood, must depend on these early
beginnings, in a great degree,- that"
adds the most imposing features to
these scenes. Were it not so, we
might look upon these expenditures
and efforts in reference to our
children as useless, and as having a
pleasing effect, for the time, but
not permanent; and thus we never come
to the ending of a school-year, and
to the summing up of results as con-
nected with our system of education,
without instituting the enquiry-
''Who is sufficient for these things?"

The more we think upon it-
the more experience and observation
we have in this one direction, the
more solemn seems the responsibil-
ities resting upon the guardians,
instructors, and advisers of youth
and children of the town.

V/e resign our charge of
this great interest, grateful to the
teachers for their faithfulness, and
to our fellow citizens for their
confidence and support, and vilth
profounder gratitude to the God of
our children, that he has not
smitten one of the flock for the
past year. Hay God's providence be
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over U8 still, and may His
feud our children.

TABULAR VIEW i^^ROM MARCH 1,
to MARCH 1, 1858.

Schools. Salary Schol-
ars..

1 ?arin

School, ^150 24

1 Beach
School,

1 Primary
School,

1 Inter-
me diate
School,

225 58

200 69

218 75 57

arm de-

1857,

Atten-
daiice

.

22

47 3/4

54

51 i/e

94

268 11/12

1 Grammar, 856 25 125

6 $1,650 00 333-
Schools.

By reference to the '^Tahular
View," for 1856-7, it will he ob-
served that v;e have had connected
with the several schools 46 more
scholars this year than last year.
This increase of scholars has made
it neces^-ary for the comruittee to
appoint an assistant in the
Grammar School. It costs the town
ahout $6.00 p^r child, (reckoning
salaries, fuel, &c.,) for the educa-
tion of her children.
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SCHOOL BOOKS.
GRA]vn;xAH SCHOOLS.

Reading," Bilole, Tovver'e 6th and 4th
Books, Sequel and Gradual
Headers, Swan's Speller,
ilorthend's Dictation Exer-
cises, ¥/oroester's and
Y/ebster's Dictionaries.

llathematics.- ColTourn's Mental,
Tower's Ilental, G-reenleaf's
Introduction and National
Arithmetic, Sherwin's Ele-
mentary Algebra, I:orthend's
Book Keeping.

Geography,- Cornell's Intermediate
Geography.

Grammar,- Tower's.
Philosophy,- Parker's.
Writing,- Payson's and Dunton's

Sys tern.

Physiology and Anatomy,- Cutter's.
History,- Willard's United States.
Geometry,- Legendre's.

IKTER^SDIATE.

Bible, Sequel to the Gradual
Reader, Gradual Reader, Colburn's
lessons, Cornell^ ^ Intermediate and
Cornell's Primary Geography.

Bible, Sequel to Gradual Reader,
Tower's Pictorial Primer, Intro-
d^iction to Gradual Reader, Gradual
Primer, Tower' S Lessons, Cornell's
Intermediate and Cornell's Primary
Geography.
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1^GTJLATI0E>S OiP THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS*

Regulations common to all the
Public Schools under the immediate
superintendance of the School
Committee

.

Section 1. The echool-room
shall he opened fifteen minutes be-
fore the time appointed for be-
ginuing school.

Sect. £. The school hours shall
be, for the morning, from 9 o'clock
to 12, throughout the year; and for
the afternoon, from 2 to 5, from the
first Monday in April to the first
Monday in October; from the first
Monday in October to the first Londay
in April, from l4- to 4|- o'clock.
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Seot. 3. Each instructor
shall punctually ohserve the time
appointed for opening and dismissing
the schools, and shall make no
occaeional change from the regular
hours; without consulting some member
of the committee,

Sect. 4. The morning exercises
of the school shall commence nith the
reading, of the Bihle; and it is
reconuiiended that the reading "be follow-
ed with some devotional service.

Sect. 5. An excuse v^ritten,
or otherwise authenticated, must he
brought by each pupil, for absence,
tardiness, or dismission before the
appointed hours for leaving school.

Sect. 6. Tardiness beyond five
minutes shall be considered a viola-
tion of school hours, and shall sub-
ject the delinquent to such penalty
as the nature of the case may require.

Sect. 7. There shall be a
recess of ten minutes each half day,
for every school; and for every
primary school thrre may be an ex-
tra recess each half day.

Sect. 8. The instructor shall
exercise a kind and parental dis-
cipline. If there is direct and
violent opposition to the authority
of the teacher, or continued dis-
obedience in a pupil, or improper
interference of parents, such as to
render his example permanently injur-
ious, it shall ^e the duty of the
teacher to report such pupil to the
comLiittee, who alone shall hsve
PO'ver to expel from privileges of
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the school, aiid to re-admit, evi-
dence being given of repentance
and amendment

•

Sec. 9. ilo pupil having
been in attendance at one school
shall be adm.itted into another,
without previous consent of the
committee

.

Sect. 10. Each teacher is
directed not to receive any
children, as pupils, whose resi-
dence is out of town, and if any
such are new in attendance, they
are now to be dismissed. Lieither
is any child other than a pupil
to be allowed temporarily in any
school.

Sect. 11. In case of diffi-
culty in the discharge of their
official duties, or when they may
depire any temporary indulgence,
the instructors shall apply to the
committee for advice and direction.

Sect. 12. Do studies shall
be pursued in any of the schools,
nor any text books used or intro-
duced, except those authorized by
the committee.

Sect. 13. The statute in re-
gard to the faithful keeping of the
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school register is to be observed.
And it is directed that this regis-
ter be kept at the school-room, for
the inspect ion of the committee.

Sect. 14. Whenever the nec-
essary pchool-books are not furnish-
ed by the parents or guardian, on
the v/ritten request of the teacher,
it shall be his duty to send such
pupil with a written order to the
town librarian, specifying the name
of the book required, the child's
name, the parent's or guardian's
name, and the name of the street
in which he resides.

Sect. 16. The. spring term
shall commence on the first Ilonday
in March, and continue twelve weeks.
After two weeks' 'vacation, the
summer term shall commence and con-
tiiiue ten weeks, and to be followed
by three weeks' vacation. The fall
and winter terms shall be of twelve
weeks, and each followed by one
week's vacation.

Sect. 16. The following
holidays will be allov/ed, viz:-
iVednesday and Saturday afternoons;
days of Public Past; the Fourth of
July; Thanksgiving Day and the re-
mainder of the week; and Christmas
day; and those instructors who may
wish to attend the Essex County
Teachers' Convention, will be
allowed, for this express purpose
alone, the two days in spring, and
the two in the autumn, on which said
convention meets. And no change in
the regular days of keeping school
is to be made, without previous
consultation with the comriittee of
the school.





Sect. 17. llo subscription or
advertisement shall be intr oduced
into aiiy public school Vvlthout the
consent of the committee.

Sect. 18. Scholars shall not
be promoted from the Primary to
Intermediate - from the Intern edi ate
to Grammar, till they shall be
approved by the Committee.

Sect. 19. Scholars are not to
be admitted to any public school
without a certificate from, seme mem-
ber of School Committee.

Sect. 20.. i^my scholar who
shall be guilty of defacing, or in
any way injuring or damaging school
houses or school furniture, or out
houses or fences, shall be sub-
ject to such penalty as the School
Committee shall ordain.

Sect. 21. Scholars are not
to be admitted into the schools
until five" years of age.

Sect. 22. The above rules are
to be strictly observed.
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AN ACT TO DEFINE TIffi RIGHTS OF
THE GHIIDREiJ OF N 011-RE SlDELiT
PARENTS TO ATTEND PimiC SCHO^^^LS.

All children lDetv;een the
ages of five and fifteen years,
shall he entitled to attend the
public schools of the city or
town in which they shall reside
for the time heing: provided,
however, that if any child shall
attend a puhlTc school in any
city or tov;n of this Gomnonwealth,
other than that in which the parent
or guardian of such child may re-
side, and shall have resided in
such city or town for the sole
purpose of attending such school,
the consent of the school
committee of such city or town
shall first he obtained, and the
parent or guardian of such child
shall he liable to pay, to such
city or town, for the tuition of
such child, a sum, equal to the
average expense, per scholar,
for such school, for the period
such child shall have so attended
(Hay 8, 1857).

.iN .iGT RELATING TO OONIION SCHOOIS.

Sect, 1# Any city or town
in this Commonwealth may establish
and maintain, in addition to the
schools now required by law to be
maintained therein, schools for
the education of persons over
fifteen years of age; and may
determine the term or terms of
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time in each or any year, and the
hours 01 the day or of the evening,
during which said school shall he
kept; and may also appropriate such
sums of money as may "be necessary
for the support thereof.

Sect. £• v/henever any such
school or schools shall he establish-
ed , the echool comriittee of such city
or town shall have the same super-
intendance over said school or
schools, in all respects, that they
now have over the schools of said
city or tcvjn; and shall also deter-
mine what branches of learning may
he taught therein.

Sect. 3. The one hundred
and thirty-seventh chapter of the
laws of eighteen huiidred and forty-
seven, entitled, "An Act relating
to Common Schools,'^ is hereby re-
pealed.

Sect, 4. This act shall
take effect from and after its
pac'sage. (May 18, 1857).

TEACHERS APPOIl^TED.

Vacancies shall be filled
as soojfi as may be, after the resig-
nation of any teacher or teachers,
but the annual re-election of all
the teachers shall occur during the
moiith of Larch, and their salaries
fixed.





Annual examinations of the
public schools shall take place
in the month of i^ebruary.

Respectfully suhraitted for
the School Committee.

J. B. CLimiC, Chairman,

J. B. GLAHX,

)

HOLLEI^ ) School Com.
V/. PHILLIPS. )

\








