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“Imagine a world in which 
every single person on the 
planet is given free access 
to the sum of all human 
knowledge. 

That's what we're doing.”



● 300 languages
● 250,000 volunteers
● 50 million articles
● 1 billion visitors/month
● 17 billion page views/month 
● Cost free and free to re-use
● Among the Top 10 most visited 

websites in the world, and...
● ...the only non-profit driven 

website among the Top 100



More than 
Wikipedia!
There are other Wikimedia services and 
platforms. Two that I will speaking about 
today are:

- Wikimedia Commons, a crowdsourced 
free media library.

- Wikidata, a free and open knowledge 
base that can be read and edited by both 
humans and machines.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page


GLAM-Wiki!?
The GLAM–Wiki initiative (galleries, libraries, 
archives, museums with Wikipedia) helps cultural 
institutions share their resources and knowledge 
with the world through collaboration with 
Wikimedians. 

It is an unparalleled opportunity for the 
custodians of our cultural heritage to present 
their collections to new audiences.



1,244,317,933
Can anyone guess what that number 

represents?







How do I 
publish files on 
Wikimedia?

What are the 
requirements?

Jimi Hendrix in Hoepla. A. Vente, CC BY-SA 3.0 NL

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jimi_Hendrix_in_Hoepla.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jimi_Hendrix_in_Hoepla.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/nl/deed.en


What you 
need

● Open content...
● ...in open formats...
● ...and the will to share
● Tools to do the uploads, 

we have. File by file or 
many files in a batch.



Wikidata & 
multilingual 
discovery



Use Wikidata and 
Structured Data 
on Commons to...

● Improve the 
discoverability of your 
archival content

● Tag your content, in 
multiple languages

● Cross-reference creators 
and works with Wikidata

● Visualise your collection



Structured 
data on 
Commons
Media files on Wikimedia Commons can be 
catalogued with multilingual captions and 
concepts, e.g. with the recorded species object 
in Wikidata.

This makes the files discoverable regardless of 
which language users, in Commons and on 
Google (which indexes Commons), search in. 



Wikidata as 
a data hub 
If you connect a term in a vocabulary or entry in an 
authority to the corresponding Wikidata objects they 
will also be connected to the term or record in the 
other vocabularies that the Wikidata items are also 
connected to. 

An institution that does this type of cross-referencing 
with Wikidata is the Library of Congress. 

https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2019/05/integrating-wikidata-at-the-library-of-congress/


Wikidata 
for tagging 
With objects in Wikidata – objects representing 
people, places, periods, persons, topics, subjects and 
so on – being highly multilingual and interlinked with 
formal vocabularies and authorities they make for 
excellent controlled “tags”. 

As an institution – especially one serving multiple 
language communities – you can use Wikidata objects 
to bridge differences in language and make your 
archives and collections more discoverable across 
languages. 

Finnish broadcaster Yle uses tags from Wikidata 
to improve the discoverability – across languages 
– of their content.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wuwyvpf0Yy0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yle


Analyse and 
visualise with 
Wikidata
The Wikidata Query Service uses SPARQL to allow 
users to create complex queries and export or 
visualise the results of the query.

Some GLAMs, like the National Library of Wales, 
systematically use the service to analyse and find 
patterns in their collections. 

Map of the narrative location of every film recorded with 
that attribute in Wikidata, https://w.wiki/7SB 

https://query.wikidata.org/
https://w.wiki/7SB


Audio-visual archives 
and the Wikimedia 
movement share a 

mission!
Let’s work together! 



Thank you!

Any questions?


