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yjCK OF NEWBURY. 

ITN the reign of King Henry VIU. one 

^ John Winchcomb was a rich clothier 

t in the town of Newbury in Berkihire ; 

if a handiorne and clever youth ; when his 

I matter died, and left his miftrefs a wi- 

ll dow, who feeing John to be a careful 

I, fervant, put him in great trufl: in her 

r houfe, which he carefully performed. 

His mittrefs fcoa had many fuitorg, 

t but could not fancy any ; tor her man 

?! John had ftolen her heart. 

The parfon of Speenham-land was one 

I of her amorous fuitors, and often folici- 

tied her to be his wife, but could not ob- 

; tain her love, becaufc he was a clergyman ] 

too much devoted to his ftudy. 
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A rich tanner was her fecond wooer, 

but he could not fpetd though he was*, 

rich, for he was too old for her young 

and hilly defires, 

A taylor was the third, who was ai- 

med confident of her love, but was mif- 

taken ; for John was the man who had 

fo wounded her heart, that !he could love 

no other man. 

She feeing the backwardnefs of her 

man John, after many occ. lions offered 

him to woo he- , came at lafi. and told 

him plainly that die loved him dearly, 

which ficret (lie defined hirti not to im- 

part unto any one, but he mode hi y 

bluilung with a roly color ia bis-cheeks, 

not knowing how to exprefs bimfelf ac- 

cording to his own withes, being much, 

fur prized thereat, aidweud, Sweet mil- 

trcls, it is a charge whereof, mechinks, I 

fear to undertake 

At which anfwer fhe was much dif-| 

couraged in her liv e for the prefeut, and. j 

kilfing him mod lovingly, iht broke 

the mfcourfe for that time. And night 

approaching, fhe went to bed, but had 

very i'mali reii, either flun bering at thfti 

befl, for dreaming'of her hand feme maaj 



bhn ; fetching m my deep fi;hs ii the 

ark and lonefoms nights; Clinking it 

cry long bef ire morning came, rejotcmg 

ti fee the light appear, that fhe might 

[iibraee her dear fervant, or racher her 

lafter John. 

She going to fee Barthobmew 

'■omen are ufed more to fee and be feen, 

ookher man John with her, who while 

le was talking with a friend, die fiw him 

iluting a handfome girl, which made her 

wn mouth water; but biting her lips, ihe 

tft diiCourfing with her neighbour, and 

;/ent to John, to prevent his having any 

lore familiarity with the maid. 

Afterwards {he met the taylor, her old 

weethearc, as near as could be, in the 

fair, who defiring her to accept of a. glafs 
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of wine ■witli him, was denied again and 

again ; but by importunity {he was per- 

fuaded. And he efpying the tanner, 

called him in to help bear the charges’ 

and not imagining he was a fuitor to the 

fame widow. And both of them efpying l 

the parfon, called him in. expediting to | 

make him their folicitor vSo they were all p 

merrily drawn ir to Cupid’s paradife. But jl 

when each had difcovered his intentions 

to the others, they were all exceedingly f 

perplexed, not knowing how this divifion |i 

might end. 

Atlaft it was df fired of her to declare | 

which of them {he liked bed, and {he I 

anfwered. That fhe loved them alike and 

thanked them for their charget. 

Them quoth the Par {on, can you {ind 

in ycur heart to marry me ?j 
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No, quotli flic, it is your office to mat" 

ry, not mine. 

Tken quoth the Tanner, ■will you make 

me your hofband? Trnly neighbour, faid 

the, methinks you might betctr be my 

father ; you are one of too great year* 

to marry fuch a young and bnik widow 

las I am. 

Then quoth the Taylor, widow, it is 

iiithat mull enjoy you ; (hall you and I 

:be married ? Yes, I hope fo, quoth the 

.widow, when. we and our fweethsarw 

tare agreed. 

After this {he defired to take her leave 

(of them, thanking them for the colls they 

had been at for her, and then rofe up to 

i;go away ; but they deli red a full anfwer 

ifrom her, that they might be better fatis- 

iified in their re quells. Accordingly fhc 

(promiled to give them full fatistadhoa 

:the next Thurfday. At which time they 

jail attended and then {he "old them plain* 

ly, that ihe would marry none of them, 

for that file had one nearer home, whom 

Ihe loved to that degree, that {he could 

not think of marrying any other man. So 

they all went away diicontented. 
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Night approaching fhe talked privately’ 

“with her rran John, wooing him to wed 

her, which he ftill, through bafhfulnefs, 

refufed ; and when night drew on, fhe 

caufed an extiaordinary bed to be made 

up for her man John to be in, which bed 

was only for ftrangers to lie in, or for her 

hufband when he w^is not well ; and fhe 

herfelf lay in the next chamber. 

When fhe had lain in bed an hour or 

two, flie thought file had lain alone long 

enough. So fhe arofe and went to her 

man John, fhivering and fluking, and 

lif ting tip the bedcloatht, he ftarted. Who 

is there ? quoth he. It is I, my fweet 

John, faid fhe, it is an exceeding cold 

night, and I lyingalone, amalmcfl ftarved 

in my bed ; good John afford me the fa- 

vor of one night’s lodging by thy fide, 

my John I pr?y thee. Alas! my poor 

miflrefs, quoth he, come lie clofe. Yea, 

yea, quoth file. O fweet, loving, and 

dear John—Here it vuii be proper to 

leave them till morning. 

She got up early in the mo mi rig, and 

calling for her naan John to go out with 

her, flie took him to the Church of St 

Bartholomew and called fer the prieil of 
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| the partfh, and with him perfuaded John 

that they might then he married together i 

vv'uch with fon.c imall irureaty. h'e con- 

iented to . ana f> they went h ncs and 

| going to dinner, :he made him tit in her 

1 

"I 

'1 

old huibanc’s chair, a. which the Hervants 

bi gan to fm ’e at each othe* as guedmg 

at the 'roalon. But b (ere dm ter was >ver 

ihe took him rouac the neck and killed 

him, faj mg, That be vnas her hulb.utd, 

and ordered them to ihew him the ref- 

pedt due to a mailer. 

cl 

He alfo fpoke lovingly to them, and 

told them that be would not forget that 

he* had once been their fe!)#w fervant; 

but wouM deferve their refpedls to the 

■fttmofl of his endeavours. The remainder 

of the day wa's fpent in love toys, except 
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iomc little time in overlooking the jour- 

neymen. 

The next morning the new married 

bride was'vifited by divers gofBps of her 
?.cqu2intance, who each of them fpent 

their verdidt what the event of this her 

baity marriage would be ; which exceed- 

ingly difcouraged her; however, at laft 

fhe iaicl, 1 will take care and order that I 

will fo curb him at ftrfi, that I will make 

iure he Ihall never crow over me in the 

ieaif, I warrant you. 

Ai d indeed (lie began to grow as great 

a gcffip as any in Newbury, and would 

lometimts come hems very late at night, 

infomuch that once her hufband John 

went up to bed and locked her out, and 

took the key up into his chamber. And 

when the good wile found fire was locked 

out, file knocked very hard, tiil at lait 

h< r hefband looked put of the window,, 

ai d told her to look out her lodging that 

n ghtat the place fire had been fitting all ! 

cay. Such goifips as you, fays he, the cage i 

is he fitted lodging for. Go directly to 

the conftableand beipeakyou a bed of him 

O dear hufband, quoth lire, be not fo- 

angry ; I pray you give me leave to come 
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:t> my bed, good fveeet hufband, confide 

i tc is night and I pray you let me not ftan> 

thus long in the cold, left 1 lofe my lif 

thereby. 

After many fine word* wherein fhe in 

: treated her hufba id to come down and 

< open the door he came down to her, & 

. let her in; to whom file very difiem- 

blihgly pretended to have loft her fine 

wedding ring oft her finger He lovingly 

going forth with the candle in his hand 

in his fiiirt, looked up md down upas 

lithe ground for it; and ihe in the mear 

sjtime ftepped in and dapped too the door. 

: and ihut him out j whereat he was much 

Sfperplexed, and ne (too 1 knocking a long 

dtime in the cold Defore fhe would anfwei 

nvho at the opening of the windo w, ftid 

imim go look for a lodging wich the con- 

fftabie’s wife, and afked him, whether he 

riltbought it good to lie in the cold ftreet ? 

IllNow, quotn fhe, fhe who was even now 

! at your mercy, hath gotten you nt er’s 

l O^fweet wife, laid he, be not angry, but 

diet me come in, I fwear unto you, that L 

mever will ihut you out ot doors again ; 

but you fhall do what you will} and i 
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nor make witli you I trill never meddle 

hereafter. 

Upon which Hie carne down and open- 

ed the door, and let him in. and then they 

made great proteftsdons to ei’cn other, 

never to rfFrc-nt or to fall out vwth each, 

other any more for the future ; and folli 

with a good lack pc fli t the covenant was | 

agreed on between them. 

Shortly alter the King had oecafion to 

raife an army againft the Scots, who were 

rifen againft the Englifli, Jack of New- 

bury railed at his own expence^ one hun- 

dred and fifty men, cloathed them in 

white coats, red caps, and yellow feathers 

and led them himfelf. 

Fifty of them were valiant horlemen, 

fifty pikemen, and fifty mufqueteers ; all 

brave Heeds, good arms and valiant men 

who marching before the Qceen, fhe 

called for him, and underfianding what 

he was, fhe put ,-forth her hand tor him 

to kifs, and promifed to acquaint the 

King of his free and great fervices. 

A SONG. 
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A SONG, 

USED BY 

J 

I 

Jack of Newbury, and his 

Soldiers. 

*17' ING Jemmy of Scots hns rais’d 

An army againlt iingland. 

But let him come we’ll thunder him 

back, 

He cannct us withftand. 

Jack of Newbury comes, proud Scots 

take heed, 
With valiant foldiers Rout, 

Who for brave England will fight with 

you» . 
And never will give out. 

Our milk white coats, red caps, 

And yellow feathers declare, 

Our refoiutions flout and good, 

T he Scots we will not fpare. 

Shortly after, John of Nev/hury heard 

that the King was to ride to Newbury; 
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fo he and his fervants went out into the ■ 
open fields, and fi nding a field of pifmires . 

he drew his fword and guarded it. 

Tne King coming by fent lor him to ; 

know the leafon why he guarded that , 

place with his fword drawn, the King in 1 

perlbn being to pafs by there ? Heimine- li 

diately returned for aufwer, fhat he was 

bufy, and could not fpeak with him, and 

as the King is on horfeback, and I am on 

foot, he may the better come to me: tell 

the King that I. Hand heie to guard thefe 

laborious ants from their enemies. 

Which mefTige being carried to the 

King, he went to Jack of Newbury, ex- 

pecting that it was done ta make fome 

jeit for his pleafure; and when the King 

came, Jack with all his mea fell upon 

their knees, and cried, God lave the , 

King ! for your facred Majefty, quoth 

Jack of Newbury, hath vauquiihed all; 

your enemies. Now trull me quoth 

the King, you are llout foldiers to tight 1 

againtl butcei flies, and fo manfully to 

withiland fuch mighty giants 

My dread Sovereign, quoth Jack of 

Newuury, not long ago, in my conceit j 

l faw the moll provident nation of ants | 



tfummon their chief peers to parliament 

ijtvhich was held m the famnas city of 

;Drudiftie, the aiil of December laft, 

fjwhereat by their wddo b I was chofen 

i King- A: which time alf j many bills of 

»;complaint: were brouht againft a great 

many members in tfee Common Wealth 

il y»rhoin the mule w ;s arraigned 

for high treafon againft the ftate, and 

tliertfore he was banithed for ever from 

the antient kingdom. So were alfo the 

grahhepper and the caterpillar, becaufe 
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they v.'e're not only idle tlicmfelves, bvi 

alfo lived upon the labour df others, 

Amon^fl tfeC reft, tlie butterfly \vaj| 

mucl. difiikeci, butfewdui It fay any thinJ 

to him, becaufe of his golden apparel | 

who, though hitnfck upon fufftranoe| 

grew fo very ambitious and ma’eport] 

that the poor ant could no fooner get ai 

egg into her neft, hut he would have it 

away, efpecially agamft Hafler ; whick 

at length much offended them ail. This 

painted afs took Inuff in the note, & ah 

iembled a great many of his own coat 

and went to war to root thoie painf u; 

people our of the land, that he. might 

himfelf be above them. 

Thefe were proud butterflies indeed 

faid our noble King*. 

Whereupon 1, with my men, quoth 

Jack, prepared ourfelves to withfland 

them, wntil fuch time as your Majefty’s 

royalprelence put them to Hight. 

Tht 
i 



The Song that jack fang with his Men 

before the King. 

f H AVE now taken npon me a charge 

^ Ta govern thefe poor ants. 

That they may walk at large. 

And gather in their wants. 

jThat they may v/alk more fafe, 

ffo bring home their relief. 

And keep that which they have, 

>7rom every idle thief, 

put now my king is here, 

c bow down on my knee, 

ior we that vaunted here, 

•Are fuhje&s unto thee. 

Cod blels thee royal king, 

ftnd fend thee long to reign, 

iindjoy in every thing, 

And freedom from all pain. 

;/and my men, and mine, 

jdy ants and all we have, 

, Command us, we are thine, 

jond fo the King God five. 



f iS 
Now to return again to Jack and his 

wife. Ir happened that fhc fell fick and 

died j and foon after her burial J j»ck fell 

in love with one of his maids, and feat 

for her father to know wnat he would 

give with his daughter. He came to 

Newbury, and feeing the great wealth of 
his daughter and fweethearr, he was ex- 

ceedingly aftonifhed, fo Jack had 

In one room two hundred looms all 

g°^g- 
Two hundred boys winding quills. 

An bundled women carding. 

In another room two hundred maids 

Ijpinjiing, 

One hundred and fifty boys picking of 

wool. 

Fifty ihearmen. 

Fight toers. 

Forty dyers in the dye-houfe. 

Twenty men in a fulling mill. 

In his own houfe he kept a butcher, a 

baker, a brewer, five cooks, and fix fcul- 

lions, 

Hefpcnt every week five fat oxen in 

his horde, btfidcs butter,cheefe, hlh, See. 

Zir, quoth the old man, I wize you be 

abominable rich, and cham content yoa 
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fhould have my daughter, and God’s blef* 

fing and mine light on you bath. I waith 

cham of good exclamafhon amongft all 

my neighbours, and they will as z^on afk 

my vize for any thing Zo thick I will 

agree. You (hall have her with a very 

j good will, bccaufe we hear a very good 

; commendation of you in every place, 

J therefore befides think I will give twenty 

;j marks and a weaning calf that is a 

jj year old, and when I and my wife die, 

;l then you fhall have the revolution of our 

a goods. 

But Jack made more reckoning of his 
r wife’s modeliy and virtue, than the fa- 

I ther’s pn ffers; to be married her, and 

1 made a fumptuous wedding; and in (lead 

of accepting the^cld man’s twenty mar ks. 
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Ae gave liim twenty pounds in money* 

befides other gifts. 

O my good zun, faid the old man, God’s 

bkffing be wi’ you mun ; for to tell 

you the truth, we have zold all our 

kine for to make up the money for our 

dear daughters marriage, and thefe zeven 

years we fhould not have been able to 

buy any more. Notwithftanding we 

flionld have zold all that ever we had be- 

fore my poor wench fnould have loft her 

marriage: nay, i ihould have zold my 

coat from my hack and my bed from un- 

der me, before my daughter Ihould have 

gone without you. 
pH thank you, good father and mother, 

faid the bride, rad God keep you in good 

health. Then the bride kneeled down 
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ed did her duty-, and her father and 

nother wept f ir joy, and fo departed, 

j >Ngvv there was one Randal Pert, a 

iraper, dwelling in Watling-ltreec, who 

iiwed to Jack of Newbury five hundred 

Hounds : and it happened that Jack came 

I j London, and as he was going to his 

uftomers, he met in the Hreet this poor 

kandal Pert in a frock, carrying a porters 

i>afket, with fcarce a coat, wailtcoat, 

breeches or hat on; a rope round his 

piddle, and wasjult then come out of 

Infon. 

His wife, who before for daintinefs 

Wald not tcul her fingers, nor turn her 

lead afide for fear of rumpling her neck- 

jnger ; yet fhe was now glad to wafh 

loaths at the Thames fide, and to be a 

;h airwoman 

Her ioR har a was hardned with fcow- 

ring, and , in Head of gold rir s on her 

ikhity ticgers, her hands and augers were 

dtow fi’^ed with chaps. 

But when her huiband efpied Jack of 

tiewbury, his creditor he ran Vvny as 

lit as he could, for fear of be;ng again 

rrelted. But Jack fent hi man after him 

nd he feeing one purfue him, ran the 



fafter and in running he left one pf his 

old flippers here and another there evei 

looking .behind him with great fear. At 

laft, his breecv es being tied with on» 

point, what with the hafte he made, anc 

the oldnefs thereof they broke, and fel 

about his heels, and fo fettered him, tha| 

he fell down in the ftreet, with his back 1 

fide bare, and an old ragged {birt, anc 

lay fweating and blowing, quite fpei 

and out, The fellow came to him, anc 

brought him to his mafter, who took him 

to a ferivener, to give him a bond for th 

payment, of the money ; and the time fo 

payment was fixed to b§ when the fai 

Pert was fheriff of London, and was with| 

flood by. 

Thai Jack of Nrwbury fent lor a nev 

fuit of apparel for him out of Bircbinpl 

Lane, and a new fhirr and band hat, hofi 

Ihoes, and all things neceflary for a mei 

chant, Then he took for him a (hop i 

Canwick-fireet, and furnifhed it with 

thoufand pounds worth of goc d cloth, b 

•which means, and other favours he dii 

kim, he grew in good credit again, an 

was very provident; and his wife gre 



.rone of the bed hoyifewives in the pariOi, 

land he (bon got good cuftom. 

He increafed much in ftore, and in a 

dhort rime become of much repute in the 

parifh,iind fo well refpedled, that he was 

rlchoien fherift of London, died before he 

icome to be Lord Mayor, and left his wife 

very rich. 

Jack of Newbury, other wife called 

■Mr ]ohn Winchcomb, being grown old; 

Ifell fick, and in a fe v days died, and his 

aliwife burit-o hi an with great pomp. 

He left his wife a great eftate, and ma- 

ny legacies to friends and poor relations. 

And the greatelt part of all the country 

people thereabouts came to fee the old 

man laid in the grave where wc will leave 

him, w ith this epitaph: 
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His EPITAPH. 

/"YF Newbury here lies valiant Jack, 

Shrouded in white, come to his end, , 

By death, that now has broke hi^ back 1 

Who to his country was a friend. 

An aid to thefe who labour lov’d, 

An aid to the poor, blind, and lame, 

Men, women, children, ail have prov’d 

The fuccour iweet that from him came 
- . * 

vVinchcomb adieu, God hath thy foul, 

fhy body lies entomb’d in earth, 

fhy works brave hiftories do enrol, 

1 hy life the fame, e’en from thy birth. 


