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Photo

A good picture is not sufficient, 
description is also required

Commons participants do not 
always provide enough 

description

Captions Depicts



ISA Tool was part of 
“Structured Data on Commons”

2017-2019
What ? 
adding metadata on Commons 
in a structured, multilingual 
& machine-readable format

What for ?
making Commons files easier to 
view, search, edit, organize and re-use

Winner WikiData 2019
Best Multimedia Tool Prize 

Impact (from inception until July 
2021):

● 299.780 contributions
● 481 users/contributors
● 149 campaigns



What would you use it for ?

1. Add metadata to your pictures on Commons, in a structured, multilingual & 

machine-readable format (aka depicts and captions)

2. Organize ISA tagging contests in your community !

Why does that tool exist ?

To make Commons files easier to view, search, edit, organize and reuse, since 2019

How much ?

It is free of charge, freely licenced, hosted on ToolForge

ISA in brief



ISA in brief

Prerequisites and challenges ?

● Must have a wikimedia account

● Must read guidelines on “how to add depicts” on Commons images : 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depiction_guidelines

Where and when  to adopt it ?

Anytime ! try it on Wiki Loves Africa images ! https://isa.toolforge.org/campaigns/228

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depiction_guidelines
https://isa.toolforge.org/campaigns/228


Describe Commons media files with structured data from Wikidata

Set up your own campaign or
participate to already set-up ones

Track and easily report participation

Tool accessible on desktop and mobile. 

What is ISA?



Browse through 
all opened 
campaigns
● Campaign creation on desktop
● Basic stats view on mobile
● Full statistics available on desktop for 

download



● The tool displays a random image with key 
extracts of data recorded on Wikimedia 
Commons

● The OAuth logged-in contributor adds 
depicts and caption data to the picture

● Edits are automatically saved on Commons

Contributions



Campaigns are 
entry points
● Project lead creates campaign

○ Video: bit.ly/ISACampaigns

● Campaigns defined primarily by
○ beginning/end time
○ Commons categories of images to work on
○ structured data: depict and/or captions

● Project lead invites participation



Tracking and report

Stats (summary screenshot-able or full stats downloadable)



ISA in brief

Impact

In January 2022, impact of the tool since 2019:

● 1,354,397 images better described

● 149 campaigns

● 370,941 descriptions and contributions

● 1,180 participants.

And now ?

Recommendations for semi-automatic tagging extended by

Google Cloud Vision. Test it : https://isa-dev.toolforge.org

https://isa-dev.toolforge.org


Recommendations with Google Vision

● https://isa-dev.toolforge.org

https://isa-dev.toolforge.org


Links

● Access the tool : https://isa.toolforge.org
● Get more information : https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:ISA_Tool
● Test the future version : https://isa-dev.toolforge.org
● Help with translation : https://translatewiki.net/wiki/Translating:ISA
● Help development : https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/project/profile/3981/
● Share : https://toolhub.wikimedia.org/tools/isa

Try iron World Heritage Sites in danger : 
https://isa.toolforge.org/campaigns/184

https://isa.toolforge.org
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:ISA_Tool
https://isa-dev.toolforge.org
https://translatewiki.net/wiki/Translating:ISA
https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/project/profile/3981/
https://toolhub.wikimedia.org/tools/isa
https://isa.toolforge.org/campaigns/184

