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INTERN..T IONLL MILIT.RY IRIBUNLL FOR THE FAR E..ST

THE UTJITE) STilTES OF ;AIVmICJ‘li et Bl

Deponent: T-KiT4, Poghitene

Iy country I hereby depose as

<. Briefly state the posts held by you.

4. From July 1, 1935, to November 15, 1937, I was on the staff of
Scction One, Naval Affoirs Bureau of the Navy Ministry, and had
charge of mntters connected with naval orgaenization and personnel.

Thercaftcr I was staff officer of the flecet in the China waters,
commander of the aireraft carrier "Soryu" and staff officer of the
Sccond Fleet. After that from Novembey 15, 1940, to July 1/,
1942, I assumed the post of Chief of Secetion One, Naval Affeirs
Bureau, and had charge of matters relating to navel armement ang
navael acdministration.

+fter that I servegd &8 staff officer of the Third Fleet, staff

officer of the Combined Fleet, commander on the staff of the
Combined Fleeot, ang lissistant of chief staff of Naval Combined
Forces. From My 15, 1945, up to the termination of the war I

wos Deputy Direcetor, Naval Affairs Bureau of the Navy Ministry,
and had charge of matters reclating to the nevy's preparation for
war. I was o, rear cdmiral When the war ended.

Vhat sort of office routine was handled in Section One, Naval
+“ffairs Burcau of the Navy Ministry*
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Ae 1) Navel preperations and matters relrting 1o generel nevel

administration.
2) Matters releting to warships, vessels, units, offices, and

orgcrizetion of schools and dutles.
3) Motters rclating to orgenization of werships, ships and

units and serviee duties.
h) Mettcrs relating io naval diseipline and public norals.

§) Matters reolating 1o maneuvers.,

6) M tters releting to censorship.
7) Metters recleting to ceremonies, etiquettes, regulations on

uni forms and garniture.
8) Matters relating to worships, vesscls and ordnance and other

wor supplies in general.
9) Mntters relating to marticl loew and defense,

The foregoing are items provided for in the Regulations
Perteining to the Orgenization of the Novy Ministry, but the
nature of the duties arc set out in detail in the Regulations

Perteining to the Functions of thc Navy Ministry. AlSO the
eontents thercof werec also classified in detail in the Table

of the Division of Duties Nevy Ministry Personnel.

3, Q. Since December 8, 1941, whet section in the Nawy Mini stry
handled matters pertaining to prisoners of war?

L. Section onc of the Naval LAffairs Bureou handled them.

L. Q. VWere thero any provision stating that matters reloting vo pri-
goners of war come vithin the jurisdiction of the Novol JSLffairs

Bureau?

fi. The words “prisoners of wor" were not particularly used in the

ordinance on Organizction of Mnistry of Navy &nd Regulations

Pertanining to the Funetions of the Nevy Ministry. But since
mattors relating to prisoners of wer were embroced within the
gecneral matters eoncerning novol administration, (2) the task

of prepering o dreft for the establishment or revision of the

various regulations econcerning the handling of F.0.W. {b) 1i-
nison VTork within Jopan in connection with P.0.V. wes unders-
taken by Section One Naval Affeirs Burecu, and for thet pure
pose regular personnel was assigned.

rurthermorc, with respect 1o the handling of the prisoners of

war as o matter of international routine affoir, Section Two
of the Newol .ffeirs Bureau neted ac o reception orgen.
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what were the standard of rules and customs in the Navy upon
Which the prisomers of war tere handled?

It wos Yosad on international law, which wes the standard upon
whicn ine N2 vy handled Erisoners of war.

Regulations Pertaining to the Treatment of Prisoners of War,
These were the procedures provided for until the prisoners of
ver captured by the Navy were turned over to the army.

It hed been the practice sin
various regolations perta the Navy to turn over
the priscners of war cuptured dy it to the Lrmy, and they were

interned in the prisoners of war camp under the control of the
War Minister,

What sort of concrete meesures were taken b, the Navy so that
it could work on the baris of international law?

On October 7, 191}, the Rules of Neval Warfare were promulgated.

irticle One provides:

perial warships mey, according to
this order, or other rules, regulations ang provisions
of treaties, capture at ses, and teke all necessary - .
mecsures against other acts of hostility in order to
ettain the object of the war., With respect to matters
which are not provided for herein, the principles of
international law shall be applied."

The Japancsec Nevy had been giving suitable lectures in econ-
nection with international law nt varicltie scheols conforming
With the edueational standard of surh ccohomgs

Specialists in international law

end gave lectures . there on.

1}‘&..-:"-:{- t.---‘: i o # 4

There were two eivil officianls in the Naswy
with international law, and they were :1 il sccretari-
ate of the Nevy Minister. They hendled metla 2ting to

international relations, and the opinions of these eivi} offici-

C conversant

—

als were not only respeeted, but i o bezeme wenrssary either
one of them, or a Specialist like Dr. Jumpel Sniaobu was dis-
patched to the fleet ang he gave the neccssary advice in the
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disposition of questions involving international relations.
After the outbrecak of the China Incident the Navy Ministry
frequently issuzd refercnee books advisory memorondum,
telegrems of warning, ete. to the variocus naval units in

raational law., The following were some
of the prirciy:l Tool's which were published ond distributed
to the various warships and naval units:

OQutline of Wartime Internstional law

Tehles appended to above

Supplement to above

Copmentary on Naval Minieterial Order Guiding Men-of-War's
Conduet in Hish-Sea end TForeign Texrr.ir 14l

Various Problems Pertairing to Rules of avel Warfare

Iaws & Regulatinns Relctbing tc Noval Vierfare of Various
Nations in the War of 1939-1940 (12 volumes)

Among the various lov7s or reference books referred to above
there was contaired various treaties, advisory matters re-

lating to nriscners of war,

What cuthorit, tad the Navy Minister in connection with the
administration o7 P.O.W. ?

The Nevy Minister had cuthority to the rules for the admini-

stration of the prisoners of wer. He drofted the Rules and
Regulctions Pertaining to the Treantment of Frrisoners of War,
and provisions Relating to Supplies & Allowanecs of Prisoners
of War. The Director of Naval Affairs Bureau, Dircctor of
Lieccounts and Supplies Burecu and Dircctor of ILegal Burcau were
eidcs to the Navy Minister ir ccnicetior with the adoption,
revision or abolition of there rules and reguletions.

The cormander-in-shief of the raval station, cormander-in-chief
of guardship and coamrdor-in-chic?® ¢f the fleet were in a
position to enforce tlc adriri trion of the prisoners of war

on the basis of th. rcgulations d. afted by the Nevy Minister.
When prisoners of var were cuptured by any unit under the cormmand
of the forcgoing cormanders, the nccessary regulations cone-
cerning their asdministration were fixed.

I wish to ask you cbout the relations betrween the Navy Minister
and the operation force. Vos the Navy Ministry consulted by
the Neval General Staff in connection with the operatien orders
issued to the operation force?
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He wos not consulted a2t all with regard to pure operations.

as the Navy Ministry ever consulted with regord to the
submarine operations in the Pacific "lar?

With regard to matters concerning the prisoners of war at theo

zone of operation, were they disposed of as navel administ-
ration matters?

In cese of an aetunl engasement with the eneryv

¥y Or in the
case of an emergency corresponding thereto existing the

natters were disposed of as cpcrational matters,

Under which of the foregoing matters did the adrministration of
the prisoners of wer in +h

vhe various islands take form when
Japanese troops vere actually subjected to eneny attacks or
constantly exposed to the dangers of enery -assault?

A. It wes disposcd of os operational matter.

12, Q. "hat wes the dote When the Japanese force occupied Wake island
in the early stege of the war?

L]
“-d g

48 I remember, it was on December 23, 1941.

13. Q. Were there @ny prisoners of war on the snig island
occupied, and how many were there?

when it wes

L. I remember thot the number of war
large, which surprised me.
number.

prisoners was unexpcectedly
Howecver, I do not rermember the

14. Q. %hen ang by whom was that report mode?

I rccall that soo

n eftcr the occupation,
island operatio-

- force telegraphed to the cormander-in-chief
of the 4th flect, and the commendar-in-chief of tho cormbined
fleet. At the same tim

€, the information wrs sent to the
Navel General Steff and the Nevy Ministry.

the commander of Wake
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#8 1 remember, the Nitta Maru arrived in Japan about the
riddle of January, but pursuant to the request of the army
the prisoners from Vake lsland #ere placed in a temporary
Prison camp in Shanghai, and they were transported to loosung
direct from the Nitta Maru,

vere the priscncrs of var transpert¢d on the Nitta Maru
all fror leke .s1nd® EHow many wers: there?

They vere not all, 4is I resall Bhose transported on the

Nitta ¥aru ran up to considerabl® nurber, but I do not know
Dot many, '

+hat vas the the reason for the entire prisoncrsz rot being
transportzd on the Nitta Maru?

4t the tire the Nitta Maru reached Wake islond (I do not
remember the exact tire) we received a telezram from the
commanding cflicer on the spot saying th=zt there were many
prisoners of war whoss trnasfer was d. fficult on account

of their bein: 1.1, vhile there were Quite a nurber vho
voluntarily -7 emn3d + rerein there,, Subcequently the Navy
Minister studied tne Frobler of supnly ang international
law questicns, hMecocline %o the ovinion of a speclalist
in inter aatiori, ‘a- priaxksd te Ltk ~Javy Mirister's Secree
tariat, tue ;17 soners oI war cculad remain ailter they have

voluntarily . zmed s contrac® acreeing to sngage in work
which was noi soddected airectily with comnat, Therefore,
We ansucred LY citle to sush silcet and Leve cach prisoner
81gh sUCi: an aprechent T Lick cghould be di sratched to the
Navy Mirietry. Furtherroré, I recall thai -« received ine
structions which were 1ssued, that as for *: Va0 were
111 and could later be removed, and otLcrs who have come
Pleted their work ang desired to be trancpeceted to Japan,
could be so transpo-ted 45 soon as transrporsation was
avallable,

Did thosc contracte rezcn the Navy Ministry, and what beecare
of the priscasrs of war wnc had Peraines thercaftcr?

Up to the tie of ry resignation as Chief of Section One,
Naval i:rn '3 Lureau, that is July 1§5°1942, .these cone-
bracts Gid not reach USe LXcept for an episcde, whieh I
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huge amounts of
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1 122y were L urised o
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-liag about 1t. 4% that time Nct only vas
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'v:'-..

98 a8 law ¢allecd the PeDdo¥io .1shment law,
Regulations Pertaining-to the Treatment o1 Var Pii

arified following point, namely .

a8ure the commandcor ;i€ naval
d the Prisoiecrs 1n*tornasd applied
the‘Naval.Disciplinury'Hcﬂimtf;cna.

In case of g Peénal measure, tpe daval authociiies investigated
a8 exdcutive haval judieciay Prozecating olfiicer (kaigun sii ho
keisatsu kan), t=rmed OVer thoe c(ase to the prosecutor of the
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27 Qe Who set up the temporary Prison camps and selected their
sites?

Ae The commanderseinechief of the flegt, naval station and
minor naval station, who received the prisoners of war,
set up the Prison CampPs pursuant to the Rezgulatiens for
the Treatment of Prisoners- of war,

Who set up the Ofuna temporary prison camp? Do you know

What vas the Occasion vhen you became aware of its
éstablishment?

The Ofuneg temporary prison ceam
Yokosuka Naval Station,
time when the Yokosuka Navs) Station submitted the
papers to the Navy'Ninistry'requesting appropriation
in conneection vith the consiruction of the Cfuna

' T L remember that it 1.as

esigned as Chi

Affairs Bureau,

Did you, during vour tenure in the Naval Affairs Bureau,
receive reports or Protcsts that the Prisoners of var at
Of'ung tarvorary rrison “Amp vere mictreated or driven

to Larg 2 cor, or that batlents were not given adequate
medigal treatrent 9

There were absolutely no Ireports on such matters, nor have
I heard it from other Sources,

On this 27day of auge 1947
A%t Tokyo

Deponent /s/ TiKLTa, Toshitane (seal)
Sidelaiy 20SD1T2ne

I, Somiya Shinji, hereby certify that the above statement vas

Sworn by the Deponent. Who affixed his signature ang seal thereto
in the presence of this Witness,

On the sare date
Lt Tokyo

vitness: [g/ SVIYi, Shinii (seal)
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0.LTH

In acecordance with my conscience 1 sweer to tell the whole truth
withholding nothing adding nothing.




