Lk REPORT ON : The Kekusaku Kenkyu Kai
. (National Policy Research Institute)

PREZPARED BY ¢ Lt. Eric W. Fleisher
Investigator, I.P.S.

DATE : 4 June 1947

The Kokusaiu Kenkyu Kai, a little heard of organization with the | 3
outward appearance of ag&Foup devoted to the discussion and study of curront 5
events has since 1937 played an extremely imvortant part in advising the | _!
various departments in regards national policy, the administration of conquesed 5
territory and the utilization of the natural resources and materials available _ ¢!
in territories already occuvied by Japan, and in those that the association
considered should be occupied. Ite membershi . consisted mostlvy of second |
rate politicians wro were cdevoted to the cause of Japan ruling not only Asia,
but of making the Pacific Ocean a "Mare Nostrum" bv occupying Alaska and certain
countries of South America along the Facific Ccast and thereby svreading Japan's
influence into the interior of South America and through the fest Coast of the
United “tates. Lacking in power, themselves, the members of the Association
sought to influence the greater political Figures of the day and to gain the | :
support of those that favored their nolicy of agzression and conquest, which |
they did with consideratle success. Surh men as v0T0, Akira; XAYA, Ckinori;
SATC, EKenryo; SUZUKI, Teiichi; GOTO, Shigenori; XISEI; TAXAEASEI¢ GOTC, Fumio;
ABE, Fotuyuki; IS0CAYA; SHIMCOMURA; HORIUCKI: SAKURAI; KOPAYASZI, Seizo; ARITA, ;
Eachiro; IWAKURQC, Tokue: SHIFAYANA, Kaneshiro: MATSUNMUTRA: ARISUE, Secizo: ; :
RAGAT, Yatsuiji; SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru-and other influential fen werec affiliated ‘ |

with the Kokuraku Kernkyu Kej and many of them made speeches at the meetings
or_&attended them for the vurvose of informing the sociely of recent developmonts |

| in the volitical scene in Janan, in the occusied areas, and atroead. ,

- —— o

In soite of the fact that the Lokusamu Lensyu Zai claimed to Te a

3 private organization under no outside influence, most of its financial bhacking
came from the secret funds or "Kimitsuhi" of the various ministries and
departments of the Government and from the larger private concerns. In the
early days these contributions rarely exceeded five thousand yen, bdut later,
especially after the outbreak of the "Greater Tast Asia War'" contributions |
were rarely less and usually well over five thousand yen. The War Ministry |
and Navy Liristry were the most reguler contributors and gave the greatest |
amounts, tut the Greater BEast Asia Minigtry, the Foreign NMinietry, the Cabinet
Bureau of Information, and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry alse zave
their support. Cut of the 2lmost one hundred private compeuries that gave |
financial backing to the KK, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, Asano, Ayaczewa, Sumitomo,
ToLyo Shibaura Denki and Osaka Seitetsu are the most well known. Ixtra anounts
were collected from these sources on cther cccasions for special projects.

In the end of 1941, or the beginning of 1942, the Kckusalku Xenkyu Kai began
research on their "Ten Yeer Plan for the Developmert cof Greater Zast Asia.” i
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For this project Muto, Akira of the Military Affairs Bureau gave the KXK
0,000 yen out of secret funds, and the came amount was rerei-rad from Cka,
Keijun of the Nevy. The Foreign Cffice and the Cabinet “urecu -1 Tnf-rontion
contributed 20,000 yen dbut this time only 5,000 yen was rocoived from ‘he

Greater East Asia Ministry. From private companies 200,000 yen was collected.

The Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai, although not organized into definite
sections for the study of varinus areas, did have specialists in each field
and committees were formed whenever a project was undertaksn, headed by these
specialists. For example, svecialists studying relations with the United
States were Ishida, Reiasuiks (11 tsui Buasean); Tojima (Mitsui Busean); Isoguye,
heisuke; and Sato, Naoteke: while Oara, Xinmochi; and Xuroda, Kakuchi ware
the outstanding specialists on Imesia. '

The sources of information availa™le to the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai
were so extensive that no civilian, none govermment organization could ever
have come near it. Much of this information was gathered from nrominent
members and their more influential friends, but documents too, from governpent
ministries were in the possession of the society. Through Muto, Akira:
Yateugi, Kazuo of the KX, was able to acquire and retain in his possession
msny documents of the Militafy Affeirs Pureau, classified as "Too Secret,"
Tatsugi obtained documents through Muto as Mato was a s00d personal friend
of his, but information was procured from other zovernment mfftistries and

from other high officiale. This irnformation was uged in drawing uv the
various vlans put out by the KiK.

In regards the United States a committee was formed im 1239 and
functioned through 1581 studying U.S.-Javanese relations and conditions in
the United States. The KXX published & full rewort in 1340 on its findings,
So thorough was the knowledge of t?ia committee that it was even familiar with
the fortification of the Mandated lslands, something that was known only to

a circle of the top ranking military and naval men. The material and statis=i-

tics published by other societles, such as the Showa Kenkyu Kei and the Towa
Senkyu Kai was availatble to the XKX. An organization known as the Chosa
Senkyu Doin Konbu (Investigaticn and nesearch Mobilization BEeadquarters)
acted as liaison between the many as-ociations. Okura, Kinmoechi: senior
mexver of the Lokusaku Lenkyu Kai wanm prasident of the Chowa Kenkyu Doin
Honbu and Xenamori, Tokujire, Chief of tho Political Section of the Kokugalnu

Kenkyu Kai was one of the Directors of the Chusa Kenkyu Doin Honbu.

By the end of 1941 the Eokusalu Keasyu ¥ai had worked on plans to
utilize the facilities of the South Seas, Eastern Russia, Alaska, Canada,
Central America, South f#merica and Ilala. Many members, influential SPONSOTS,
and associates thought that the Kokucaku Xenkyu Zail had gone too far. ZEven
Yuto was opposed to including India although he approved of evicting the
British from Agia. Regariless, the Kokusaku Kenxyu Kai had gone ahead with
these plans, some of which were later adopted in & modified form, to suit
the Army, and the entire area was called the "East Asia Sphere."
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In the spring of 1942 ‘he Kolkusaku Kenkiyu Kai began research &n
145 "Ten Year Plan for the Develooment nf Grester Baot Asia." There were
approximately ten differcnt sections covering rn extremely wide scope a0’ T
research on this subject. Yatsugi, Kazuo {I=8 witness) was the adainistratnive
head of the project, and was responsible for fipancing 1it. Takahashi, ieze—
gichi was the chiof investigator and Kanamori, Tokujiro was in charge of the
Political Section. At first the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai received much suvaort

fvam the different ministries and from high of<icials in the Government, but

~s the future of the "Greater Tast Agia Sohera" became more and more uancerte’n

this support decreasec. The plan was finally completed and a fipal rayortd

published, but it wrs never adcpted, for by this time the tide of battle had
turned azainst Japan and she had her hands full just trying to hang on to whit
territory she had. With this change in the fortunes of war the Kokusgai
fenkyun Xni became less and less active. Goverrment circles beoeamo moro
reluctant to zive out information and docments werc not easily obt.incd.
Government agencies were no longer receptive tn advice or mlans for the future
as they had their hands full with the War and its outcome. Althoush by 1544
the Kokusalu Kenkyu XKai had lots its influence and had become almost inactive,
it nevertheless carried on its meelings and still recained well informed in
almost every field. Prominent mombers of the KXI were familiar even with
gecrets such as the orofits from the tpium treaae. Satomi, head of the hon,

at Skanghai, sent the orofits o Suzuki, Teiichi who placed: them in Toio's
gacret fund.
st its in-

The Kokuseku Kenlvu Kai contimied from 1944, when it.lo
zanization

fluence until the end of the War, when it wes issolved, a8 &L COX:
that was extremely well informed on a1l matters and gould be called on at all

times should its need arise.

The forezoing revort is based upon the tnterrogations ¢f Yatsugi,

Aasuo0 and Oiura, Xinmochi conducted in June 19416. OCkura was a2gain interrc,zated
on 27 May 1947 by this investigader prior tc this writing.

Docugpents published
by the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai in % I

he possession of the International Prosecution
Section were used as reference and background natarial in the oreparaticn cf
this report.
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NAME SOCIETY POSITION
YATSUGE Kazuo KOKUSAKU KENKYU KAI Promoter
National Folicy Research

Soclety)
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IATSUCL, Kaguo
Request by: SHIRATORI, Toshio

Invest on Agsociation (Kokusaku Kenkyu-Xal).

Address: No. 5 « Sakura-ga-Oka-Maghi, Shibuys-Ku, Tokyo
yas formerly General Seerstary of the National Polley
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Re Cuareer of YATSUGI Kazuo

L e———

Report is hereby made of the findings of

Permsnent Domicile

lijving Address °
vccupation -
Name :

Date of Birth

wduacation

A Py

iFsrevious Cccupations

Military Service

 Family

Netters for reference

inveatigatioh into the career of the aborve-named:-

No. 5 Bakurageoxa=-macni, 3h buya-ku

L okyo.

Jame ag above,

Advises to the Daijei industrizl Co., Ltd.
YATSUGI, Kazuo

o July, 1839

Finished the primary Schodl course in
Saga Frefecture,

Left & middle school in Saga Prefecture

without finishing the whole course,

From 19 Jlerk in ‘service of Kyocho-kai
To ( isbor-capitsl-Rarmonization

* Associastion ) .

From 1953 Director-in Chief, Kokusaku |
To 1945  Kenkyu-kai ( Institute for Study
of National Policy )} and Politicsl

Adviser commigsioned by the vwar Ministry.

Class "“B", 2nd.
Wife Toyg, Born 3 March, 1901

No children.

None.
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39 April 1947

HEMORANDUN 10 1 Nr. D. H. Sutton
FRON i I%. K. Telner

Your attention ie dnviled to the following documents which Bay

be naed ia cress-examination of iho defense vithnesses indieated:

1. IPS Dosument 2673, Velng Exhibit 838, an affidavit by
HATGUNURA, Tomokateu, a defense vitness assigned to Xr. Punigan.

2. 1IPS Documents 2675 to 2684 inclusive, being diaries sad
rough notes on the UGreater Fnst Asis War W IS. Oen. KAWANURA,
Sabure. “hese docunents have not Bosn introduced in evidence.
EAYAMURA is o defense vithess assigned %o Mr. Sutten.

3. IFS Document 3713, an affidavit by YAYSUGI, Xamuo, and
iPS Docuneat 2770, a speech by YATSUGI, Kasue) Doth documents have
not Desn intreduced in evidence. YATSUGI is o defense witness
"muho mo

4. 1FS Document 2744, an affidavit by WAKAMATSU, Tadaichi,
regarding use of prisoners ¢f wer during the constyruction of the
Burae-Sias railroad. This document fe Exhidit 1989, VAEANATED
is o defonse witnsas assigned to Colemel Fixel.

i suggest that further smalysie of docunents mot yet

it. K. Steiner.
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Be Gareer of TATSUGI Kasuo 4

Report is hereby made of $he findings of
invessigation into the earear of the gbove-named:-

Permanent Domieile : No. 5§ Sakuragooka-machi, Sh buya-ku

Living Address Same as above.
Oseupation : Advises %o the Deiel Industrisl Co., Ltd.
[{ Neme YATSUGT, Kasuo
b Date of Birth : 5 Tuly, 1899
: Edueation : Finished the Primery School gourse in
: Sega Prefecture.

Left a middle sohool in Saga Prefecture
without$ finishing the whole sourse.

From 1919 Clerk in servige of Kyosho-kai
To 1933 (Labor-capital-Harmonization
Association)

From lﬁg Direetor-in Chief, Kokusaku

o 1 Kenkyu-kai (Institute for Study of
Kational Poliey) and Political
Adviser commissioned by the War

Previous Ogeupations :

Ministry.
| Militexy Service : Class "B°, 2nd.
| Family : Wife Toyo, Bora $ Mareh, 1901
No children.

Matters for reference : Nons.
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Translated by
Defense Language Branch

LIE LOC 3 647
~ INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL TOR THR FAR BAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMBRICA, et al
against

ARLKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Depositibn(qkanﬁhlﬁgrl

Deponent 3 YATSUGI, Kazuo

W

Havdng first duly sworn an oath as on attached
sheet and in accordance with the procedure followed

i my country I horeby depose as follows.

—

On this . 7 day of February, 1947

At Tokxo_

DEPONENT YATSUGI, Kazuo (seal)

I, SAKUMA, Shin, hereby cortify that the above

statoment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his
signature and ssal thereto in the presence of this

witnesse.

On the same date

At Tokxo

Witness: (signed) SAKUMA, Shin (seal)
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Translated by 1%

Defense Language Branch ga

:

SHIRATORI Document No., 58 o

(1) I have held the post of Secretary CGensral of the .

Society For <he Study of National Policy, for y2ars.

As I have testified at the Tribuaal some time ago as g

witness for the Interna@icnal Prcsecution Sectiﬁn, this

Society for the Study of National roliey 18 n pure ly , }
private organization and it is neither an organ of the

government nor a part of it. And Mr, SEIRATORI, TOSHIO,

was not a menmbar of thso same Socioty and had positively no

relation with this Socintya, 3

\2) In order to write a history of the World War and

to collect materials for 1t, I made a round of calls on

vet~2rans and relatsd persons of diplomacy in April, 1946

(21st Yoar of Showa ), and borrowsd various materials.

tmong the materiais borrowod from ABITA, HACHIRO wers

included conies of private letters written by Mr, SHIRATORI,

Toshio, who was then the Ministar to Sweden, in Novembor, t
1935 (10th Year of Snowa), and sent to Mr. ARITA, Hachiro,

then Ambassador +o Belgiuvm, They were two letters of

Mr. SEIRATORI, datsd Novenber 4 and November 12, and

w2rc covies and not originals, From these copies, I made

L]

other covies for my own use, and returned the covpies

A
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borrowsd from Er, ALITA., Fartharmure, I have never sean

the originais of thesa letters.

(3) Aftesrwards ny house was searchad oy membters of the
Internativnal Frocecution Section, and at the time, the
abhcve conies of xvhe private . lotbers written by Mr., SHIRATORI,

-

namely, the "copies of the coriss™ wers confiscated by the

T. P. S. alorz with o=har documents . I road - —
o

Nive
jzggé;nvn 1% A DB TarPa  Blel TPy S docmpant 2419A) and

there was no doudt thatv they were these "econies of the
copies” of the privazse lestors of Mr., SHIRATORI which wore

confiscated “rom ne.

(4) .I read through thzse lettecrs of Hr. SIHIRATORI's on

the demand of the I. P. S. and of the Dorfonse Sabtion,

but I have ncot stuéied their contents. Howsver, they

wore nrivate lelturs; pure and simple, sent among friends,
which fact could be discerned at a giance. They wers not
the official documents cor somi-of®icial documcnts sent

among collasaguos or from subordinantzs to supsrilicrg, and
their comnpositicn and styls obviovsly lacked that form which

might be rolcasad for outsiders as well,
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In acecrdznce with 13y ccnscelence I swuecrts tell the

+hole truth vwithholding nothing rnd adding notning.

YaursUol, Kozuo ;o (seeld)
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b Translation Cartificates !

»" & LA aln a iy o SRR Lo e I
| ‘ I, RICHARD S, Yonehiro, of the Defense Languags

e

Branch, hereby cer®ify that the © oregoing translaivion

dtached

ificates is, to the vest of

described in the :° - carG

a correct translation and is

my knowledge and belief,

10 ' original.
as near as nossibie to the maaning off ths 14

documente.

/s/ Sgi. RICHAED S. Yomehiro iy
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