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Tenders for mechanical installations were invited on October 24 and the
bids opened on December 4, After due consideration, the Building Committee
awarded the contract on Decomber 19 to the Chinese American Engineering
Corporation, Tientsin. The Contract was signed on December 24,

Oftical permission for the exemption from taxes on building materials
for the new building has been received from the Ministry of Finance, Our gratitude
is due to Minister T, V. Scong,

Through the {friendly interest of M. Giuseppe Ros, the
‘03 LIBRARY Metropolitan Library has recently aequired his entire library of
occidente] books reliting China and the Far East. M. Ros is the First Secretary of
the Italian TLegation in Teiping, and has been in China for thirty years, during
wich time he has steadily and assiducusly brought together o very valuable enllection
of books on China.  The library consists of over two thousand Hems including
a number of valuabdle and rare books, documents and manuseript material besides
thousands of pamphlets, We bhave not yet had time to catalogue the library
thoroughly, but we hope it would be possible to report more fully in our next
issue. Meanwhile, we may assure our readers that we have now a good founda~

tion on which to build owr collectiona.
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LIBRARY NOTES

Being the depository library of the Government for foreign

FORET.GN official publications, we have accumulated quite a large stock of
OFFICAL {hese publications. In order to make them available for use,
PUBLICATIONS

one experienced cataloguer has been devoting his entire time to
the work of cataloguing. The transfer of the International Uxchange Serviee to
Shanghai, announced in our last iseue, has deprived us the privilege of receiving
future publirations from foreign governments, In view of the mnecessity of
having a complete file of these publications made available at Peiping, steps have
heen taken to arrange with foreign exchange services to have an extra set sent to
the Metrapolitan Library. Poland and Czechoslovakia have complied with our

request. Western Aunstralia has also promised to send us its official publications.

The lease of the temporary quarters in Pei Hai I'ark expired

LEASE FOR in December. As our new building will not Le completed until

F N T

_PEB‘PORARY the fall of 1950, we have recently rencwed the lease for o
PREMISES further period of two years. We have already overgrown the
RENEWED

present premises, but we can do nothing better than to wait
for the completion of the new building. Tn the mean time, we have to put up with
cramped quarters, which seriously affect the efficlency of otir work,

Much progress has been made in bringing to Peiping building
THE NEW

materials for our new building, The marble has been ready
RUILDING

at the gquarry, but owing to the lack of rolling stock on the
Peiping-Hankow Iine, only a porfion of it can e transported for the present, Much
reinforcing steel and other material have arrived in Peiping. It is expected that
after the New Year, transportation condition will improve, and it will then be
posgible to push forward the work on the new building,
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