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PREFACE.

In presenting the second edition ol this little

work to the Public, the Author has to perform a

task, partly of a highly grateful, partly of a less

agreeable nature : tlie former m acknowledging the

favour with which his volumes have been received,

the latter in ofTering soiue (explanation on certain

points on which he has been misapprehended. The

extensive circulation of his work will exculpate

him from any charge of presumption in stating his

views and opinions, whicli have tlius acquired an

importance, to which they could not otherwise

pretend.

Nothing is more curious, or more calculated to

confirm the veracity of the Old Testament history,

than the remarkable picture which it presents of

the gradual development of human society: the

ancestors of the Jews, and tlie Jews themselves,

pass through every stage of comparative civiliza-

tion. The Almighty Kuler of the world, who had

chosen them as conservators of the knowledge ol

his Unity and Providence, and of his slowly bright-
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ening promises of Redemption, pt'rpetually inter-

feres, so as to keep alive the remembrance of these

great tmths, the object of their selection from

mankuul ; and which nothing less, it sliould seem,

could have preserved through so many ages. In

other respects the chosen people appear to have

been left to themselves to pass through the ordi-

nary stages of the social state ; and to that social

state their habits, opinions, and even their religious

notions, were in some degree accommodated. God,

who in his later revelation, appeals to the reason

and the heart, adaressed a more carnal and super-

stitious people chiefly through their imagination and

their senses. The Jews w ere in fact more or less

barbarians, alternately retrograding and improving,

up to the "fulness of time," when Christianity, the

religion of civilized and enlightened man, was to

reveal in all its perfection the nature of the bene-

ficent Creator, and the offer of immortality through

the redemption of our blessed Saviour. To trace

this gradual progress was the design of our earlier

historj- : and according to this view, on one hand,

the objections of Volney and those who consider

the Books of Moses as a late compilation, on the

other, those of Bayle and Voltaire against the Patri-

archs and their descendants, fall to the ground at

once. The seeming authorization of fierce and

sanguinary acts, which frequently occur in the He-

brew- annals, resolves itself into no more than this

—

tliat the Deity did not yet think it time to correct

Ihe savage, I will add. imchristian spirit, insepar?ble
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from dial period of the social state. In fact, in our

reverence for "the Bible," we are apt to throw

back the full light of Christianity on the Older Vo-

hime ; but we shotdd ever remember, that the best

and wisest of the Jews were not Christians—they

! iad a shadow, but only a shadow, of good things to

(ome. In some places, an awful reverence for that

Being whom " no man hatli seen at any time," in-

duces the Author to attach a figurative or allego-

rical, rather than a literal, sense to the words of the

Old Testament.

It has been suggested that the Author has not

sufficiently regarded the " inspiration" of the word

of God. His views of inspiration are nearly those

of Tillotson, Seeker, and Warburton. " A sj)urious

notion," says the latter, " begotten by superstition

in the Jewish Church, and nursed up by piety in the

Christian, hath passed, as it were, into a kind of

article of faith, that ever>- word and letter of the

New Testament (the Bible) was dictated by the

Holy Spirit in such a manner, as that the writers

were but the passive organs througli which his hm-

guage was conveyed." Warburton proceeds, with

his usual vigour, to show the objections to this opin-

ion; but the Author prefers subjoining the lucid

statement of the present eminently learned Bishop

of London. " This supposition permits us to be-

(ieve, what indeed we cannot deny to be probable,

that Moses may have possessed many sources of

information, from whicli he would be enal)led to

draw the most material circumstHnccs of the early



Iiisiory of mankind, without bning indebii-d for hi»

kiiowlede^e of them to the immedinte inspiration of

(i<}(\. Thus much we may conclude with certainty,

ih.it where he (Hd possess the means of accurate

iinowh'djjc, tlie Holy Spirit would not interpose to

instruct him ; since God, assuredly, never makee

an extraordinary exertion of his power to effect that

which may be brou^rht about by the ordinary ope-

ration of human means. . . And in general we ought

to be cautious of asserting a revelation, when the

lower kind of spiritual interference, (i. e. the Super-

intenden(^e of the Holy Spirit) acting upon the ma-

terials of human knowledge, would be sufficient to

produce the same result."* A late writer,t of great

good sense and piety, seems to think, that inspiration

may safely be limited to doctrinal points, exclusive

of those which are purely historical. This view,

if correct, would obviate many difficulties.

The Author must add, that, although the Sacred

Records of the Jews have been wonderfully, he

cannot suppose that they have been miraculously,

preserved ; so as to be exempt from those sligh

accidental corruptions, or interpolations, wlii

writings, so far the oldest in the world, could no

well have escaped. Much allowance must also be

made for the essentially poetic spirit, and for the

Oriental forms of speech, which pervade so large a

portion of the Old Testament.

• Dissenaiioii on the Knowledge of a Promised Redeemer—Page 9,

com pure the note.

t Mr. Hinds:—compare Dr VVhateley'fi Sermnn on Trutli in hit ad
niirable R.*sajr» on St Paul
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On the subject of miracles, it must always be

remembered, that they are of two kinds ; firs*^,

where natural means operate in a preternatural

manner; secondly, where the whole is preternatural.

'J'he miracles of our Lord are usually of the lattei

description, many of those in the Old Testament

clearly of the former. The Author, in a volume of

Bampton Lecture Sermons, has strenuously asserted

the miracles of the Apostles ; he is not in the least

inclined to retract what he has the. e advanced.

The character ofMoses has likewise been thought,

by some of his friends, open to exception. Among
the testimonies to the Divine legation of Moses, few

have appeared to him more convincing than the

otherwise insurmountable difficulties over which tho

Lawgiver triumphed ; and the Divine wisdom, good
ness,and remarkable adaptation to the circumstances

'if the times, manifested in the laws themselves

:

on these points he has fidly enlarged. It is possi-

ble that, wishing to avoid the tone of a theological

treatise, he may sometimes have left the reader to

infer that which was constantly present to his own
mind. Too much, it is also said, is ascribed to the

Lawgiver ; too little to the Divine source of hi«

wisdom. On this subject his view is that of Bishop

Warburton, who seems to have unanswerably

proved, that the " v isdom of the Egvjitians," in all

which, according to St. Stephen, in the Acts, " Mo-
ses was lenrncd, inid mighty in irords and in drrds,"

wa-s political wisdom. That strong-minded writer,

h:4ving laid down the foUo'.ving maxim-—"God, in

I—

B
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the moral jjovf niiiuiii of iJie worM, never docs in

an extraonliiKiry way, thai wliirli ran be equally

(•flpclod in ail ordinars"—thus pnn-ffds—"In the

separation of the Israclilfs, a civil polity and na-

tional religion were to bt- established and incfjrpo-

ratcd by God himself; and, for that end, he ap-

pointed an nnder-agent or insirumeni. Therefore,

in tliis work of legislation, either the agent was to

understand the government of a people, and to be

capable of following the general plan delivered to

him by God, for the erection of the extraordiiiary

policy; or else he was not to understand the go-

vernment of a people, and so God, in the conduct

of the plan, was, at every step, to interfere and

direct his ignorance and inability. Now, as this

perpetual interposition might be spared by the choice

of an able leader, we conclude, on the maxim laid

down, that God woidd certainly employ such a

one in the execution of his purpose." At all events,

far higher and unanswerable authority, if it does

not confirm this view, authorizes us in speaking

of Moses as the Lawgiver—that is the genera]

language of the New Testament—" Did not Moses

give yon the Law?"—John vii. 19. ^'^ Moses gave

you circumcision."—Ibid. 22. See, also, John viii.

1, 5, 17.—" Moses, because of the hardness of your

hearts, suffered you to put aioay your tcives."—
Matt. xix. 7. Mark x. 9.

In the answers to Marsham, Spencer, and War-

burton, as to the Eg\ptian origin of some of the

subordinate institmions of the Hebrews, and to



Micliaeli.s, in his lenrned investig-ation of ilif oh"

Arabian manners, tlie Autlior discovers much luine-

i.essary passion, ;m(l but little reason.

'J'o conclude—in the works of writers hostile to

Revelation, the Author has seen many objections,

embarrassing to those who take up a narrow sys-

tem of interpreting the Hebrew writings ; to those

U'b.o adopt a more rational latitude of exposition,

none.

London, 1 330.
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

BOOK I.

THE PATRIARCHAL AGE.

frtjatory Remarks—Lift of Abraham—Isaaz—Jacob—Vrogrttt if
Cfivilization— Observations on the Patriarchal History.

The Jews, without reference to their religious

belief, are among the most remarkable people in

the annals of mankind. Sprung from one stork,

they pass the infancy of their nation in a state of

servitude in a foreign countrj'', where, nevt-rtheless,

they increase so rapidly, as to appear on a sudden
the fierce and irresistible conquerors of their native
valleys in Palestine. There they settle down under
a form of goverinnent and code of laws totally

unlike those of any other rude or civilized com-
munity. They sustain a long and doubtful conflict,

sometimes enslaved, sometimes victorious, with
the neighbouring tribes. At length, united under
one monarchy, they gradually rise to the rank of a

Dowerful, opulent, and connncrcial people. Subse-
quently weakened by internal discord, they are
overwhelmed by the vast monarchii's which arose
on the banks of the Euphrates, and transplanted
into a foreign region. They are piirtiallj^ restored,

by the generosity or policy of tlie Eastern sove-
reigns, to their native land. Tiicy are engaged in

wars of the most romantic gaHantry, in assertion of
their independence, against the Syro-tJrecian suc-
cessors of Alexander. Under Herod, they rise to

a second era of splendour, as a dependant kingdom
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of Rome : finally, they make the last desperate re

sistance to tlie universal dominion of the Caesart

Scattered from that period over the fai-i; of the earti

—hated, scorned, and oppresscfi, they subsist, a nu

merous and often a thrivintf people ; and in all tnt

changes of manners and opinions retain their an

cient institutions, their national character, and their

indelible hope of restoration to grandeur and hap-

piness in their native land. Thus the history of

this, perhaps the only unmingled race, which can
boast of high antiquity, leads us through every

gradation of society, and brings us into contact

with almost every nation which commands onr in-

terest in the ancient world; the migratory pastoral

population of Asia ; Egypt, the mysterious parent

of arts, science, and legislation ; the Arabian Desert

;

the Hebrew theocracy under the form of a federative

agricultural republic, their kingdom po*.erful in war
and splendid in peace ; Babylon, in its r lagnificence

and downfall ; Grecian arts and luxury i ndeavouring
to force an unnatural refinement with n the pale of

the rigid Mosaic institutions ; Roman arms waging
an exterminating war with the indep.endence even
of the smallest states ; it descends, at length, to all

the changes in the social state of the modern Euro-
pean and Asiatic nations.

The religious history of this pev<ple is no less sin-

gular. In the narrow'slip of land inhabited by their

tribes the worship of one Almighty Creator of the

Universe subsisted, as in its only sanctuary. In

every stage of society, under the pastoral tent of

Abraham, and in the sumptuouvS temple of Solomon,
the same creed maintains its inviolable simplicity.

During their long intercourse with foreign nations

in Egypt and Babylon, thtmgh the primitive habits

and character of the Hebrew nation were greatly

modified, and perhaps some theological notions en-

p^fted on their original tenets, this primary dis-

tinction still remains ; after several periods of almost
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total apostacy, it revives in all its vigour. Nor is

this merely a sublime speculative tenet, it is the
basis of their civil constitution, and their national

character. As there is but one Almighty God, so
there is but one people under his especial protection,

the descendants of Abraham. Hence their civil

ind religious history is inseparable. The God of

tiie chosen people is their temporal as well as
epiritual sovereign ; he is not merely their legislator,

but also the administrator of their laws. Their
land is his gift, held from him, as from a feudal

liege-lord, on certain conditions. He is their leader
in war, their counsellor in peace. Their happiness
or adversity, national as well as individual, depends
solely and immediately on their maintenance or
neglect of the divine institutions. Such was the
common popular religion of the Jews, as it appears
in all their records, in their law, their history, their

poetry, and their moral philosophy. Hence, to the

mere speculative inquirer, the study of the human
race presents no phenomenon so singular as the
character of this extraordinary people ; to the
Christian, no chapter in the history of mankind can
be more instructive or important, than that which
contains the rise, progress, and downfall of his

religious ancestors.

Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, holds an
eminent place in all oriental tradition, not only
among the Jews, but likewise among the Persians,
Arabians, and perhaps the Indians. It is difficult

to say how far these legends may have been pro-
pagated by the Mahometan conquests, for our know-
tedge of the history and literature of F/astern nations,

anterior to the Hegira, is still limited and unsatis.

factory. The Arabian accounts of Abraham,
adopted into the Koran, are no doubt much older
than Mahomet ; but whether they were primitive
traditions, or embellishments of their authentic his-

tory, originating among the Jews themselves, is «
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question perhaps itnpossibln to dorido. The sim-

plicity of tlie niirnitivc in the Book of Genesis
affords a rpniarkal)!*' coiUrast to the lofty preten-

sions which the patriarch assumes in these legends,

as the teacher not merely of rclifiious truth, but of

science, arithmetic, mathematics, and astronomy,
to the K<ryptians. Ahram was the son of Terah,
tli*^ head of a pastoral family, consisting of three

sons, Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran, probably
the eldest, died early, leaving a son named Lot
Abram was married to Sarah, daughter of Terah
by another wife ; Nahor married Milcah, a daughter
of Flaran. Their native place was Ur, a district to

the north-east of that region, which lies above the

confluence of the Tigris and Huphrates, and became
afterward the seat of the great Babylonian mo-
narchy. About Ur the country is open, dry, and
barren, well suited for pasture, but not for tillage.

In the spacious and level plains of Chaldea, where
the nights are delightfully cool and serene, a pasto-

ral people would naturally be led tocontem[)late the

heavenly bodies with peculiar attention. To this

country the first rudiments of astronomy are gene-
rally ascribed, and here the earliest form of idolatry,

the worship of the host of heaven, usually called

Tsabaism, began to spread. The Arabian traditions

suppose that a farther step had been already taken,

and represent Terah, the father of Abram, as a

maker of images, called from his name Teraphim.
Other legends attribute to this period the origin of

fire worslaip. But whatever the system or systems
of religion, in whatever manner he acquired hii?

purer notions of the Deity, Abram stood alone in &

tribe and family of idolaters, as the worshipper ol

Ihe one great Creator.* Accoriing to the usage ol

* The most plfasiiiir of the traditionary fictions is the following :—
•As Abraham was walking by niL'ht from the grotto where he WM
boni, lo tin; rilv <>f Babylon, he aazed on the stars of heaven, and
•iiionK ihem on the beautiful planet Venus " Behold." said he wiibiD
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Momadic tribes, the family of Terah broke up from
their settlement at Ur, and migrated to Carrhan, &

flat barren region lying west of Ur, and colclnated
in later history for the defeat of Marcus Crassus,
near Carrhae. After a residence of some jears in

Carrhan, the pastoral horde divided, and Abnim sei

forth to establish an indepeiidcnt tribe in a remote
region. Lot, the son of liis I)rotlier H;ir;in, followed
his fortunes. Nahor remained with Terah his

father, the hereditary chieftain of the settlement in

Carrhan. This separation of Abraham, as the
single stock from wliich a new tribe was to trace its

unmingled descent, is ascribed to the express com-
mand of God. Already while in Ur, Abram had
received some communication from the Deity ; to

his departure into Canaan he was incited by a direct

promise, the most splendid which could be offered to

the ambition of the head of a nomadic tribe, in

which numbers constitute power and wealth : His
seed was to become hereafter a great nation. A
more obscure and mysterious intimation was added,
thai some part of his future race should exercise a
most important influence on the destinies of man-
kind. The family of Abraui, already grown into a

petty clan, moved with all their flocks and slaves

across the Euphrates; according to a tradition pre-

served by Justin and by an ancient autlior quoted in

Josephus, dwelt some time near Damascus, and ar-

riving at length in Palestine, settled first a*. Sechem,
a valley between the mountains Ebal and Gerizim

;

hiiiiHelf, "theOnd niid Lord of llie Universe:" but the star sei and
dlBsppeared, and Abialiaiii IVII that tlit- Lord ol the IJiiiversc could not
'Jiii8l>e liable to rliatige. Shortly alter, he beheld the moon al tlie full

' I<.o," he cried, "llie ni\ine Creator, the niaiiit'eiti Deity!" but the
inohn sank below th<- Imrlzoii. and Abraham made the same retiectioii

u« at the Hettliifiof the evening star. All the rest of the ni^lit he |ias>>ed

in profoimd rumination ; al Hiinrise he stood before the ^ates of Raby
Ion, and s.-iw the whole |)eo|ili- prostrate hi adoialioii. ' W idioiin

orb," be ex'-laimed, "thou surely art the Creator and Rule of all

nature! but thou, too, haHtesi like the re^ltoUiy setting!—nei'iio^ itieo

mil thou my Creator, my Lord, or my God *"
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then in a hilly re^on to the north of Jfrich), aftei.

ward calU.'d tliP Desert of QiianuUania. As the

pastures were exhausted, the tribe moved south-

ward, till a famine atrain drove them forth, and
Kgypf, probably the e;iriie>t, certainly the most pro-

ductive, corn-cnuntrv of the ancient world, became,
as at a later period, the only place of rel'uo-e.

P'xcept as showinjT that tlie valley of the Nile

was already occupied by an industrious ag-ricultural

[:opu]ation, the visit of Abram throws little light on
the existinjr state of Kfrypt^ The monarch seems
to have lived in considerable state, and possessed a

numerous serag'lio, ^vhich was supplied by any
means, however lawless or violent. This was so

notorious, that Abram, thoujrh an uidependent Sheik
or Emir, if his fair-complexioned Mesopotaniian
wife should excite the cupidity of the swarthy
Egyptians, might apprehend the worst conse-

quences. He ran the risk, not only of losing his

wife, but of being murdered for the sake of so

valuable a prize. He took the precaution, therefore,

to make Sarai assume the name of his sister, (she
was in fact his father's daughter, though not by the

same mother,) perhaps hoping that, if sought in

legitimate marriage, he might protract the espousals

till the famine would permit him to make his escape
from the country. The event justified his appre-

hensions, Sarai was seized and transferred to the

harem of the sovereign, who was so proud of his

acquisition as to make magnificent presents to

Abram, intended, it may seem, as a dowry for Ids

fister. In a short time a pestilence broke out in

the royal faniilv, the king, liaving discovered the re-

lationship between Abram and Sarai, attributed the

visitation to the (Jod of the stranger, who thus re-

venged his breai h of hos[)ilaIity. Abram received
back his wife, and returned to Canaan loaded with
possessions suited to his haliits of life

—

^^ sheep and
oxtn. and he asses, ami men servants and maid servants
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ana sne asses, and camels,'''' a curious picture of the
wealth of a pastoral chieftain. In Canaan, Abram
is described, as not merely rich in these simpler
commodities, but in silver and g'old, obtained, pro-
bably, in exchange for the produce of his flocks and
herds, from the settled native population of the
towns. Abram first reoccupied his former encamp-
ment, near the site where Bethel subsequently g>tood,

and offered sacrifice for his safe return from E'gypt
on an altar, which he had before built on one of the
adjacent heights. There the pastures proving in-

suflSicient for the great stock of cattle, which the
tribe possessed, disputes arose between the herds-
men of Abram and Lot. The chieftains, dreading
lest the native clans should take advantage of their
divisions, and expel or plunder both, agreed to part
amicably, and thenceforth inhabit independent set-
tlements. Lot departed eastward into the rich and
blooming valley of the Jordan, then abounding in
flourishing towns. This separation still farther se-
cured the unmingled descent of the Abrahamitic
family ; and the Almighty renewed the promise of
a race, countless as the dust of the earth, the future
possessors of Palestine, which Abram was com-
manded to survey from its northern to its southern,
its eastern to its western extremities, as the in-

alienable patrimony of his descendants. In pur-
suance of this command, Abram again moved his
encampment, and the tents of his tribe were pitched
in the southern plain of Mamre. But the more fer-

tile district which had attracted the choice of Lot,
exposed him to perpetual dangers. The rich valley
(»f the .lordan was invaded by a confederacy of the
kingdoms on the Kujjhrates "and Tigris, headed by
Cedor-Laomer, king of Kiain (Klytnais). His sub-
ordinate allies were Amraphcl, king of Shinaar (the
Baliylonian plain), Arioch, king of Kllasar (perhapg
Tlu'lassar), and Tidal, kuig of Nations. Whether
a considerable monarchy had already grown up on
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the nanks of the Tiirris, or wlifDior this was 4

loajjun of several small pre.lalon' trii)es, rlnrs nol

appear from the Ilehrew annalist. The iii'lependen!

princes in the valley of the .lorflaii, the kings ol

Sdiloni, Gomorrah, Admali, 'I'sehoim, and Tsoar,

snhmitted to pay tribute. Tliirteen years after

they endeavoured to throw off the yoke; but f'edor

Laomer advaneed into the eountry, subdued all the

neiirhbonrin}^ tribes, some of whom were of gigantic

stature, and at last joined battle with tlie princes o(

the Jordan, in the vale of Siddim. There the ground
was broken with deep pits and fissures caused by

the bituminous nature of the soil ; the troops of the

five confederates were routed, two of the kings fell

among the pits, the rest of the army dispersed, and

Lot, among others, was seized as a captive. A
fugitive brought the intelligence to Abram, who
hastily collected three hundred and eighteen of his

own clan, called some of the neighbouring tribes to

his assistance, and pursued the enemy to a place

near the fountains of the Jordan. He fell on their

camp by night, dispersed them, rescued Lot, with

the rest of the prisoners, and recovered the booty.

This defeat, by so small a force, is thought to give

but a mean notion of the strength of the invatling

army, yet among undisciplined troops of different

nations, the panic from an unexpected night-attack

is often so great that the inference can scarcely be

considered decisive. This bold exploit ensured the

admiration and gratitude of all the native chieftains.

The king of Salem (by some thought to be Jerusa-

lem, by others a town near Scythopolis, where a

ruin, called Melchizedeck's palace, was shown in

the time of Jerom) met him at a place called the

King's Vale ('-.ometimes identified with the valley Oi

Jehoshaphat). Melchi-Zedech, the King of Justice

(such was his honourable title), united in his own
person, like the monarchs of the heroic ages in

Greece and Rome, and indeed of most among the
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early oriental tribes, the office of king and priest.

Like Abram he worshipped the one Great God, in

whose name he blessed the deliverer of his country
from foreign invaders, and refreshed his troops with
bread and wine. On his part, Abram, according- to

general custom, consecrated a tenth part of the spoil

to their common Deity. As he rivalled Melchize-
deck in piety, so Abram equalled the king of Sodom
in generosity, he refused to retain any part of the

spoil, not. so much as a shoe-latchet, he only re-

served a portion for the young native sheiks, Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre, who had joined him in his ex-
pedition. But the pious conqueror returned to a
childless tent and a barren wife. The name, the
chieftainship of his clan, would pass away into the
line of a stranger, Eliezer of Damascnis, who held
the next rank in the tribe. Yet the divine promise
was repeatedly renewed, and under the most striking
circumstances. One night as Abram gazed on the
cloudless heavens, the Celestial Voice commands
him to count the stars of the firmament, for even
so numerous should be his descendants. The aged
and childless man yielded up his soul to perfect
reliance on his Almighty Benefactor. The promise
was further ratified by a covenant, transacted in the
primitive form of federal compact, which subsisted
among various nations to a late period. A sacrifice

was offered, the victims exactly divided, and the
contracting parties passed between the two halves,
which lay opposite to each other. Abram offered
a heifer of three years (»ld, a she goat of three years
old, a ram of three years old, a turtle dove and a
young pigeon. These he divided, except the birds,

and sat watching till the evening, lest the fowls of
prey should stoop upon tbem. As the sun declined,
a deep sleep fell upon him, and more than common
darkness spread around. A voice announced the
fate of his posterity, their servitude of four cen-
turies in a foreign land, their return, their pests
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sion of the \\h(>](' tprritor\- from the F'liphnites t©

l\n'. ara. As tlir sum set, ilic sjmbol of itic I)»'ily,

a floiid of stiioke like llial of h furnace, a flasliiiig

fin; like that of a lamp, passed bftwcen tlie 8('V(;rea

victims, and thus sdh'mnly raiiticd thf rovcuaut.

Still the tent of Ahram resounded not w itli tlie wel-

come rry of infancy. At length Sarai, despairing

of issue from her own body, had reef)nrse to a

custom, still known in the Kast, particularly ui

Cliina. The (diief or lawful wife substitutes a slave

in her own place, the children horn in this manner
have the rank and privilet^e of legitimacy, and are

considered in every respect as the offspring of the

mistress of the establishment. In this mannei
Hagar, an Kgyptian slave, bore a son to Abram, he
was named Ishmael. Fourteen years after, when
Abram was a hundred, Sarah ninety years old, a new
revelation from the Divinity aimomiced the sur-

prising intelligence that Sarah herself was to bear

a son. There is something singularly beautiful in

the attachment of Abram to the first child, who had
awakened the parental feeling in his bosom. He
would fain transfer the blessing to Ishmael, and is

reluctant to sacrifice the earliest ol.jcii of his pride

and joy to the unborn son of Snrah. But the race

of Abram i« to be beyond every possible impeach-
ment on its legitimacy; Abram is conunanded to

assume the mysterious name of Abrali.un (the father

of a multitude) as the ancestor of a great and mu-

merous people, who were to descend from Sarah,

and become lords of all Palestine. The tribe were
to be distinguished by the rite of circumcision, per-

haps before, certainly afterward, common to m.^My

people of tlie Kast; a rite of great utility, as con-

ducing, in southern climates, both to health and
cleanliness.

During this time Abraham had occupied his former
encampment near Hebron. Here, as he sat in the

door of his tent, three mysterious strangers ap-



DESTBrCTION OF THF, riTlKS OF THE l^LAII* 15

peared. Abraham, with tnie Arabian hospitality,

received and fMitertained them. The cliief of the

three renewed the promise of a son to be born from

Sarah, a promise which the aped woman reeeivcd

with lauafhter. As they pass fortli toward the valley

of the Jordan, the same Divine Beinor, for so he

manifestly appears to be, ainionnces the dn'aiifnl

ruin impendinjj over the licentious cities amonp
which Lot had taken up his abode. No passas/e

even in the sacred writinjjs, exhibits a more exalted

notion of the Divinity, than that in which Abraham
IS permitted to expostulate on the apparent injustice

of involving- the innocent in the ruin of the 'guilty.

" Shall the city perish, if fifty, if forty-five, if forty,

if thirty, if twenty, if ten rigfhteous men be found

within its walls ]" " Ten rig^hteous men shall avert

its doom." Such was the promise of the Celestial

Visitant—but the guilt was universal, the ruin in-

evitable. The horrible outrage attempted against

the two inferior of these preternatural beings, who
descended to the city; the violation of the sacred

laws of hospitality and nature, which Lot in his

horror attempted to avert by the most revoltino

expedient—confirmed the justice of the divint

sentence.

The valley of the Jordan, in which the cities o:

Sodom, Gomorrah, Adma, and Tseboim, were situ-

ated, was rich and highly cultivated. It is most
probable that the river then flowed in a deep and
uninterrupted channel down a regular descent, and
discharged itself into the eastern sfulf of the Red
Sea. The cities stood on a soil broken and under-

mined with veins of bitumen and sulphur. Tliese

inflammable substances, s(>t on fire by lightning,

caused a tremendous c()iivulsir)n ; the water courses

both the river and the canals by which tlie land was
extensively rrigatcd, burst their banks ; the cities,

the walls a which were perhaps built from the

combustible niiterials of the soil, were entirely

L—

J
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•wallowed up by tlie fiery inundation ; and tlie wliole

valley, which had been compared to Paradise, and

to the well-watered cornfields of the Nile, became
a dead and fetid lake. The traditions of the coun.

try, reported by Strabo, Tacitus, and other ancient

writers, kept alive the remembrance of this awful

catastrophe. In the account of the latter, the number
jf cities destroyed is mas^nified to thirteen. The
whole region is described by modern travellers as a

scene of gloomy desolation, precipitous crags hang-

ing over dull and heavy waters; not, indeed, as the

local superstitions have asserted, devoid of life, for

the lake abounds in fish, nor fatal to the birds which
fly over it ; but the specific gravity of the water is

80 great, that those who cannot swim float on the

top; and it is bitterly salt to the taste. Unwhole-
some fogs hang perpetually over the lake, and the

stagnant surface is broken by clots of asphalt us,

which are constantly bubbling up from the bottom.

A distinguished modem geographer* thus describes

the present indications of the physical agency, by
which Divine Providence brought about this memo-
rable destruction :

" The valley of the Jordan offers

many traces of volcanoes; the bituminous and sul-

phurous water of Lake Asphaltites, the lavas and
pumice thrown out on its banks, and the warm baths of

Tabarieh, show that this valley has been the theatre

of a fire not yet extinguished. Volumes of smoke
are often observed to escape from Lake Asphaltites,

and new crevices are found on its margin."
Lot, warned of the impending ruin, fled with

his daughters. His wife, in contempt of repeated

warnings, lingering behind, was suffocated by the

sulphurous vapours, and her body incrusted with

the saline particles which filled the atmosphere.f
Later tradition, founded on a literal interpretation of

the Mosaic account, pointed to a heap or column

• HatMBnu. f 8m appenAx, toL ttt.
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of salt, which bore perhaps some resemblance to a

human form, and was believed, even by the historian

Josephua, who had seen it, to be the pillar into which
she was transformed. Lot fled first to Zoar, at the

end of the present lake, then into the mountains
The tribes of Ammon and Moab, famous in the

Jewish history, were derived from an incestuous
connexion, into which he was betrayed by his

daughters, who, accordnig to Josephus, supposing
themselves and their father the only surviving rem-
nant of mankird, the rest having perished in the

recent catastrophe, did not scruple to violate the

laws of nature.

While these rival tribes were thus bom of incest,

amid all the horrors of convulsed nature, the legiti-

mate parent of the numerous ofllspring promised to

Abraham is at length born. He is named Isaac,

from the laughter of Sarah when the birth was
announced. But now the jeidous apprehensions of

the mother are directed against Hagar and her child.

Usage, stronger than written law, gives the chiel

wife in the tent of wandering pat?toral people un-
limited authority over her female slaves. Hagar
had already been exposed to the jealousy of Sarah
when, previous to the birth of Ishmael, she had been
treated with such harshness, as to fly into the

wilderness, whence she had returned by the direc-

tion of an angel. Sarah now insists, and Abraham,
receiving a divine intimation as to the destiny of the

elder born, complies with her demand, that Hagar
and Ishmael should be sent forth to seek their

fortune in some of the unoccupied and uncultivated
districts which lay around. The supply of provi-

sions which they carried from the tent of Abraham
soon failed, and the mother and the youth wandered
iuto a district which was destitute of waier. His-
tory or poetry scan ely presents us with any passage
which surpasses in simple pailios the description of

Hagar, not daring to look upon her child, wliile h* t«
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[HTisliiiifj with tliirst hoforn hrr facr. " .'ind she rxerU

(ivfi silt her dmen over (if^ainsl him n pood xvatjoj^', at

it nere a bow-shot ; for she said, Iai me not see the

death of the child. Jlnd she xat orver against him, and
lifted up her voice and reept. Bui KsliriiHel likewise

was to bconip the fatlur of a great peoplr ; by
divine interi)()sitioii Haorar discovered a well, the

water restored tliom to life. Isiimwel either joined

some horde of Arabs, or maintained himself in

independence by his bow, till his mother obtained

him an Egyptian wife. The wamlering Arabs to

this day, by general traditions adopted into the

Koran, trace their descent to the outcast son of

Abraham. " The wild man, whose hand is ag-ainst

avery man, and every man's hand against him, still

waylays the traveller by the fountain, or sweeps his

rapid troop of horse across the track of the wealthy
caravan.

The faith of Abraham was to pass through a

more trying ordeal. He was suddenly commanded
to cut off that life on which all the splendid pro-

mises of the Almighty seemed to depend. He
obeys, and sets forth with his unsuspecting child to

offer the fatal sacrifice on Moinit Moriah. The
immolation of human victims, particularly of the

most precious, the favourite, the first-born child,

appears as a common usage among many early

nations, more especially the tribes by which Abra-
ham was surrounded. It was the distinguishing

rite among the worshippers of Moloch ; at a later

period of the Jewish histor\% it was practised by 8

king of Moab; it was undoubtedly derived by the

Carthaginians from their Phoenician ancestors on
the shores of Syria^ The offering of Isaac bears

no resemblance, either in its nature, or what may
be termed its moral purport, to these horrid rites.

Where it was an ordinary usage, as in the worship
of Moloch, it was n unison with th" character of

ine religion, and of the deity. It was the last act



OFFERINO or ISAAC 19

01 a dark and sanguinary superstition, which rose

by regular gradation to this complete triumph over

human nature. The god, who was propitiated by

these offerings, had been satiated witii more cheap
and vulgar victims ; he had been glutted to the full

with human suffering and with human blood. In

general it was the final mark of the subjugation of

the national mind to an inhuman and domineering
priesthood. But the Mosaic religion held human
sacrifices in abhorrence ; the God of the Abrahaniitic

family, uniformly beneficent, imposed no duties

which entailed human suffering, demanded no offer-

ings which were repugnant to the better feelings of

our nature. Where, on the other hand, these filial

sacrifices were of rare and extraordinary occurrence,

they were either to expiate some dreadful guilt, to

avert the imminent vengeance of the offended deity,

or to extort his blessing on some important enter-

prise. But the offering of Isaac was neither piacular

nor propitiatory ; Abraham had committed no guilt,

and apprehended no danger; the immolation of his

only son seemed for ever to deprive him of that

blessing which was nearest to his heart, the parent-

age of a numerous and powerful tribe. It was a

simple act of unhesitating obedience to the divine

command ; the last proof of perfect reliance on the

certain accomplishment of the divine promises.
Isaac, so miraculously bestowed, could be as mira-

culously restored ; Abraham, such is the comaient
of the Christian Apostle, beliex'ed that God could even

raise htm up from the dead. Still, wiiile the great

example of primitive piety appears no h^ss willing

to offer the most precious victim on tlie altar of liis

God, than the idolaters around him, tiie God of the

Hebrews maintains his benign and beneficent cha-
racter. After every thing is i)reparrd, the wood of

the altar laid, even the sacrificial knife uplifted, the

arm of the father is arrested ; a single ram, en-

tangled bv his horns in a thicket, is substituted, and
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Abraham called the name of the place Jeliovali Jireli,

the Lord will provide. Near this same spot, eighteen

centuries after, Jesus Christ was offered, the victim,

as the Christian world has almost universally

believed, provided by the Lord—inexplicable, if

undesigned, coincidence ! This last trial of his

faith thus passed, the promise of the divine blessing

was renewed to Abraham in still more express and
vivid terms. His seed were to be numerous as the

stars of heaven, and as the sands of the sea shore

;

their enemies were to fall before them; and the

whole world was to receive some remote and mys-
terious blessing through the channel of this favoured

race.

After this epoch the incidents in the life of Abra-
ham are less important, yet still characteristic of

the age and state of society. He lived on terms of

amity with the native princes, particularly with Abi-

melek, the king of Gerar, on whose territories his

encampment at one time bordered. With Abimelek
an adventure took place, so similar in its circum-

stances with the seizure and restoration of Sarah in

Egypt, as almost to excite a suspicion that it is a

traditional variation of the same transaction, more
particularly as it is unquestionably related out of its

place in the Mosaic narrative, and again repeated in

the hfe of Isaac. Abimelek permitted the stranger

Shiek to pitch his tent, and pasture his flocks and
herds in any part of his domains. The only dis-

pute related to the valuable possession of a we\\

and this was prudently and amicably arranged.

The death of Sarah gave occasion for another

friendly treaty with tiie native princes. Every in-

dependent tribe has its separate place of burial.

The family union continues in the grave. The
Eatriarch or parent of the tribe has the place o

onour in the common cemeterj', which is usually

hewn out of the rock, sometimes into spacioHS

chambers, supported by pillars, and with alcoves in
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the sides, wnere the coffins are deposited. Each sue •

cessive generation, according' to the common ex-

pression, is gathered to theirfathers. On Abraham'e
demand for permission to purchase a place of sepul-

ture, the chiefs of the tribe of Heth assemble to

debate the weighty question. The first resolution

is to offer the rich and popular stranger the unusual
privilege of interring his dead in their national se-

pulchres. As this might be misconstrued into a

formal union between the clans, Abraham declines

the hospitable offer. He even refuses as a gift, and
insists on purchasing, for four hundred pieces of sil-

ver, a field named Machpelah, surrounded by trees,

in which stood a rock well suited for sepulchral

excavation. Here, unmingled with those of any
foreign tribe, his own remains, and those of Sarah,

are to repose.

In another important instance the isolation of the

Abrahamitic family, and its pure descent from the

original Mesopotamian slock are carefully kept up.

The wife of Isaac is sought not among their Ca-
naanitish neighbours, but among his father's kindred
in Carrhan. At a later period the same feeling of

attachment to the primitive tribe, and aversion from
mingling with the Canaanites, is shown in the con-

demnation of Esau, for taking his wives from tlie

inhabitants of the country, tt'/i/c/t xvere a grief ofmind
unto Isaac and to Rebekah, while Jacob is sent to

seek a wife in the old Mesopotamian settlement.

So completely do the seclusion and separation of

Abraham and his descendants run through the whole
history. Abraham solemnly adjures his most faith-

ful ser\'ant, whom he despatches to ('arrhan on this

matrimonial mission for iiis son, to discliarge hia

embassage with fidelity. Having sworn by the sin-

gular ceremony of placiiio- his hand under his mas-
ter's thigh, a custom of whicli the origin is unknown,
the servant sets off with his camels, and arrives in

safety near the old encampment of the tribe. At
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the usunl place of meeting, tlie well, he encounters
Rebekah, the beautiful dauj^hter of Bethuel, the

son of Abraham'!* brotlicr Nahor. The courteoua
maiden assists him in waleriufif his camels ; her re-

lations receive liim witli equal hospitality. The
intelligence of Abraham's wealth, confirmed by the

presents of gold and jewels which he produced,
made them consent with alacrity to the betrothing

of the damsel to the son of Abraham. The mes-
senger and Rebekah reached in safety the encamp-
ment of Abraham ; and Isaac when he hears the

sound of the returning camels beholds a fair maiden
modestly veiled, whom he conducts and puts in pos-

session of the lent of liis mother Sarah, that which
belonged to the chief wife of the head of the tribe.

After the death of Sarah, Abraham took another

wife Keturah, by whom he had many children.

Isaac, however, continued his sole heir, the rest

were sent away into the east country ; their descend-

ants are frequently recognised among the people

noticed in the Jewish annals, but always as aliens

from the stock of Abraham. At length the Patri-

arch died, and was buried in Machpelah, by Ishmael
and Isaac, who met in perfect amity to perform the

last duty to the head and father of their tribes.

Such is the history of their great ancestor, pre-

served in the national records of the Jewish people,

remarkable for its simplicity and historic truth, when
compared with the mythic or poetic traditions of

almost all other countries. The genealogies of

most nations, particularly the eastern, are lost among
their gods ; it is impossible to define where fable

ceases, and history begins; and the earlier we as-

cend the more indistinct and marvellous the narra-

tive. In the Hebrew record it is precisely the con-

verse, CJod and man are separated by a wide and
impassable interval—Abraham is the Emir of a pas-

toral tribe, mifrniting from place to place, his sta-

tions marked witli geographical accuracy, and with
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a picturesque simplicity of local description; here
ne pitches his tent by some old and celebrated tree,

there on the brink of a well-known fountain. He
is in no respect superior to his age or country, ex-

cepting in the sublime purity of his religion. He is

neither demi-god nor mighty conqueror, nor even
8age, nor inventor of useful arts. His distinction

is the worship of One Great (Jod, and the inter-

course which he is permitted to hold with this mys-
terious Being. This is the great patrimonial glory
which he bequeathed to his descendants; their title

to be considered the chosen people of the Almighty,
was their inalienable hereditary possession. This
is the key to their whole historj', the basis of thuir

political institutions, the vital principle of their na-
tional character.

The life of Isaac was far less eventful, nor is it

necessary for the right understanding of the Jewish
history, to relate its incidents so much at length as

those of the great progenitor of the Jewish people.

At first, the divine promise of a numerous posterity

proceeds very slowly toward its accomplishment.
After some years of barrenness Rebekah bears
twins, already before their birth seeming to struggle

for superiority, as the heads and representatives of

two hostile people. They were as opposite in their

disposition as in their way of life. Tiie red-haired

Ksau was a wild hunter, and ac(]uired the fierce and
reckless character which belongs to the ruder state

of society to whicli he reverted ; Jacob retained

the comparative gentleness of the more thoughtful

and regular pastoral occupation. It is curious to

observe the superior fitness in tlie habits and dispo-

sition of the younger. Jacob, to become the parent

of a united and settled people. Though tlie Kdom-
itcs, the descendants of Ksau, ranked in civilization

far above the marauding Hedouins, who sprung from
Ishmael ; though Ksau hiuisi-lf possessed at a laltT

period considerable wealth in flocks and lurds, yet
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the scattered elans of the Erlomitcs, at perpetual
war with eaeh other and with thrir neij^hhours
livinor, aeeording to the expression of the sacred
u riter, by the sword, retain as it were tlie stamp of
the parental character, and seem less adapted to the
severe discipline of the Mosaic institutions, or to

become a nation of |)eacefnl hushandnien. The pre-
carious life of the hunter soon laid him at the mercy
of his more prudent or rather crafty hrother. After
a day of unsuccessful huntintr, Esau sold his right
of primogeniture for a mess of herbs. The privi

lege of the first-born seems to have consisted in th€

acknowledged headship of the tribe, to which the
office of priest and sacrificer was inseparably at-

tached. Esau, therefore, thus carelessly threw
away both his civil and lehgious inheritance, and
abandoned all title to the promises made to his tribe.

Whether the parental blessing was supposed of
itself to confer or to confirm the right of primogeni-
ture, is not quite clear; but the terms in which it

was conveyed by Isaac;, " Be lord over thy brethren,
and let thy mother's sons bow down before thee,"
seem to intimate a regular investiture with the
supreme authority as head of the tribe. This bless-

ing, couched in these emphatic words, which Isaac
evidently doubted his power to retract, was inter-

cepted, with the assistance of his mother, by the
subtle and unscrupulous Jacob. These repeated
injuries roused the spirit of revenge in the indignant
hunter; he only waits the decease of his father that

he may recover his rights by the death of his rival.

But Rebekah anticipates the crime. Jacob is sent
to the original birthplace of the tribe, partly to secure
him from the impending danger, partly that, avoid*
ing all connexion with the Canaaiiites, he may
intermarry only with the descendants of his fore-

fathers. On his way to Mesopotamia, the promise
made to Abraham is renewed in tliat singular vision
—80 expressively s>^^lbolIcal of the universal provi
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dence of God—the flight of steps uniting eartli and
heaven, with the ministering angels perpetually

ascending and descending. Fn commemoration of

this vision, Jacob sets up a sort of primitive monu-
ment—a pillar of stone. The adventures of Jacob
among his nomadic ancestors present a most curious

and characteristic view of their simple manners and
usages. His meeting with Rachel at the well; the

hospitality of Laban to his sister's son ; his agreement
to serve seven years* to obtain Rachel in marriage

;

the public ceremony of espousals in the presence of
the tribe ; the stratagem of Laban to substitute his

elder for his younger and fairer daughter, in order to

bind the enamoured stranger to seven years' longer

service ; the little jealousies of the sisters, not on
account of the greater share in their husband's affec-

tions, but their own fertility; the substitution of their

respective handmaids; the contest in cunning and
subtlety between Laban and Jacob, the former endea-
vouring to defraud the other of his due wages, and at

the same time to retain so useful a servant, under
whom his flocks had so long prospered—the latter,

apparently by his superior acquaintance with the

habits of the animals which he tended, and with the

divine sanction, securing all the stronger and more
flourishing part of the flocks for his own portion ; the

flight of Jacob, not as so rich a resident ought to have

been dismissed with mirth and with songs; with tabret

and with harp; Laban's religious awe of one so

manifestly under the Divine protection; Rachel's

purloining and concealment of her father's teraphim ;

above all, their singular treaty, in which Laban at

• " 1 once met with a vountf man who had served eight years for his

(bod onl V ; at the end of that period he obtained in mamage the dau^l.ter

of his master, for whom he would otherwise have had to pay sevei. oi

eight hundred piastres. When I saw him he liad been married three

years ; but he bitterly lomplained of his falher-in-law, who continued to

require of him the perfonnance of the most servile offices, without pay-

ing him any thi.np; and that prevented him (Voin setting up for himself

and {tm\\y.''—Burrkhardrs Travels in Syria, p. 297 This was in Ibf

Haouran, the district south-east of Damascus.
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length consents to the final separation of this greal
family, with which he had expected to increase the
power and opiilciice of his tribe ;—all these incidents
throw us buck into a state of society different not
merely from modern usages, but from those which
prevailed among the Jews after their return from
Egypt. The truth and reality of the picture is not
more apparent than its appropriate locality in the
regions which it describes :— it is neither Egyptian
nor Palestinian, nor even Arabian life; it breathes the

free air of the wide and open plains of inland Asia,
where the primitive inhabitants are spreading, without
opposition or impediment, with their flocks, and herds,

and camels, over unbounded and unoccupied regions.

Isaac, in the mean time, had continued to dwell as

a husbandman towards the southern border of the

promised land. Earh- in life he had begun to cultivate

the soil, which amply repaid his labours. He seems
to have been superior to the native population in one
most useful art. not improbably learned by his father

In Egypt, that of suiking wells. The manner in

which the native herdsmen drove him from place to

place as soon as he had enriched it with that pos-
session, so invaluable in an arid soil, indicates want
of skill, or at least of success, in providing for them-
selves. Perhaps it was as much by ignorant neglect

as by wanton malice, that the Philistines suffered

those formerly sunk by Abraham to fall into decay
and become filled with earth. Jacob had crossed the

Jordan with nothing but the staff which he carried

in his hand ; he returned with immense wealth in

cattle, flocks, asses, and camels, male and female
slaves; and with the more inestimable treasure of
eleven sons, born to him in Mesopotanr ia. But before

he could venture to return to his father, he must
appease the resentment of his injured brother. Upon
the borders of the land of Canaan, at a place called

Mahanaim (from a vision of angels seen there), he

sends messengers to announce his approach as far a^

Beir, a distrii-t extending from the foot of the Dead
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Sea There Esau was already established as the
chieftain of a powerful tribe, for he sets forth to meet
his brother at the head of 400 men. The peaceful
company of Jacob are full of apprehension ; he sends
forward a splendid present of 200 she-goats, 20 he-
goats, 200 ewes and 20 rams, 30 milch camels, with
their colts, 40 kine, 10 bulls, 20 she-asses, and 10
foals ; he likewise takes the precaution of dividing

his company into two parts, in order that if one shall

be attacked the other may escape. Having made
these arrangements, he sends his family over a brook,
called the Jabbok, which lay before him. In the night
he is comforted by another symbolic vision, in which
he supposes himself wiestling with a mysterious
being, from whom he extorts a blessing, and is com-
manded from thenceforth to assume the name of Israel

(the prevailing): for having prevailed against God,
so his race are to prevail against men.* Yet he does
not entirely relax his caution ; as he and his family
advance to meet the dreaded Esau, the handmaids and
their children are put foremost, then Leah with hers,
last of all, as with the best chance of escape, should
any treachery be intended, the favourite Rachel and
her single child Joseph. But the hunter, though vio-
lent, was nevertheless frank, generous, and forgiving.
While Jacob approaches with signs of reverence, per-
haps of apprehension, Esau ran to meet him, and em-
braced him and Jell on his neck, and kissed him, and
they wept. At first he refuses the offered present, but
at length accepts it as a pledge of fraternal amity,
and proposes that they should set forward together
and unite their encampments. The cautious Jacob,
still apprehensive of future misunderstandings,
alleges the natural excuse, that his party, encum-
bered with their cattle, their wives, and children,

* An awful rpspect for the divine nature induce!) t:s to adopt, with
omo learned writers, the notion, ttiat this coniest took place in a dream,
as Josephug says, with a phantanm. It should be added, that whether
real or Tisionary, Jacob bore an outward mark or memorial of this con-
flict, in the withering of the back sinew of the thigh. His descendant*
abstained till the timeof Mos«s, and still abstain, fh>m that part of even
animal alain for food.
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.r.iisl travel morf slowly tlian the fxpr-ditiou? troop
iif llie Kdoinitcs; aii'l imnifdiiiffiy on his hrothrr's
(l('|j;irture, iiisti^iifi of foilowiiicr tiim to Srir, turna
olT toward the Jonhui; encamps first at Suecoth,
then crosses the Jordan, and settles near Shalem.
Here he pnrchases a field of the inhabitants, and
resides in security, until a fend with llie princes of

the country drives him forth to seek a safer en-
campment. Sechem, the son of Hamor, the great

chieftain of the tribes which occupied that part of

Canaan, violated Dinah, the daug'hter of Jacob.
In all Arabian tribes, the brother is most deeply

wounded by an outrage on the chastity of the
females, (a part of Spanish manners, no doubt
inherited from their Arabian ancestry,) on him
devolves the duty of exacting vengeance for the

intlignity offered to the tribe or family. Simeon
and Levi, without consulting their father, take up
the quarrel. Sechem offers to marry the damsel,
his father and his people, not averse to a union
w'th the wealthy strangers, consent to submit to

circumcision, as the condition of the marriage, and
as a pledge to the solemn union of the clans.

While they are disabled from resistance by the con-
sequences of the operation, Simeon and Levi, with
their followers, fall on the city, put the inhabitants

to the sword, and pillage the whole territory." The
sense of this act of cruelty to his allies, and dis-

regard to his own authority, sank deep into the

heart of the peaceful Jacob. Li his last vision,

Simeon and Levi are reprobated as violent and
bloodthirsty men, and, as if this dangerous dispo-

sition had descended upon their posterity, they are

punished, or rather prevented from bringing rum
upon the whole race, by receiving a smaller and a

divided portion of the promised land. Jacob retreats

to Luz, where he had formerly parted from his

brother Esau. Here the family was solemnly dedi-

i-ated to God, all the superstitious practices whi«tb
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they had brought from Mesopotamia were forbid-

den ; the little images of the tutelar deities, even the

earrings, probably considered as amulets or talis-

mans, were taken away and buried. On the other

hand, the magnificent promise, repeatedly made to

Abraham and Isaac, was once more renewed to

Jacob. An altar was raised, and the place called

Beth-el, the House of God. From Luz, Jacob
removed to Ephrath or Bethlehem, the birthplace

of Jesus Christ. There his favourite wife Rachel
died in (rhildbed, having given birth to his youngest
ison, called by the expiring mother Ben-oni, the

child of her sorrow, by the father Ben-jamin, the son
of his right hand. Having raised a sepulchral pil-

lar over her remains, he sets forth to a new settle-

ment near the tower of Kdar, the site of which is

unknown. Here his domestic peace is disturbed by
another crime, tlie violation of his coiicvibine, Bilhah,

by Reuben, his eldest son. At length he rejoins his

father, Isaac, in the plain of Mamre, where the old

man dies, and is honourably buried by his two
sons. But from henceforward the two branches
of Isaac's family were entirely separated. The
country about Mount Seir became the permanent
residence of the Edomites, who were governed first

Dy independent shieks or princes, afterward were
anited under one monarchy. Jacob continued to

dwell in Canaan, with his powerful family and ample
possessions, until dissensions among his sons pre-

pared the way for more important cliaiiges, which
seemed to break foi ever the connexion between
the race of Abraham and the land of Canaan, but

ended in establishing them as the sole possessors
vf the whole territory.

Here tlien let us pause, and, before we follow the

family of Jacob into a country where the govern-
ment and usages of the people were so totally differ-

ent, look ba(;k on the statf ol society described ii:

the Patriarchal History. Mankind appears in its
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infanry, gTitdually cxtonding; its orcupaiiry rvef

rt't^ions, citlicr t-iitin-ly niiaiipropriatcfl, (»r as yel

so recently and thinly pcoplcl, as to admit, uilliout

rcsistanco, the new swarms of sclllcrs, which seem
to spread from the birthplace of the human race, the

[ilains (!f Central Asia. They are peaceful pastoral

nomads, Iravellinjj on their camels, the ass the only
ther beast of burthen; the horse appears to have

been imkiiown—fortuiuitely, perhaps, for themselves
and their neiirhbours—for the possession of that ani-

mal seems fatal to habits of peace. The nomads, who
are horsemen, are almost always marauders. The
power of sweeping rapidly over a wide district, and
retreating as speedily, offers irresistible temptation

to a people of roaming and unsettled habits. But
the unenterprising shepherds, from whom the He-
brew tribe descended, move onw ard as their con-
venience or necessity requires, or as richer pastures
attract their notice. Wherever they settle, they
sink wells, and thus render unpeopled districts

habitable. It is still more curious to observe how
the progress of improvement is incidentally be-

trayed in the summarj' account of the ancient re-

cord. Abraham finds no impediment to his settling

wherever fertile pastures invite him to pitch his

camp. It is only a place of burial, in which he
thinks of securing a proprietary right. Jacob, on
the contrary, purchases a field to pitch his tent.

When Abraham is exposed to famine, he appears
to have had no means of supply but to go dowiv
himself to Eg>'pt. In the time of Jacob a regular

traffic in corn existed between the two countries,

and caravansaries were established on the way.
Trading caravans had likewise begun to traverse

the Arabian deserts, with the spices and other pro-

ducts of the east, and with slaves, which they im.

ported into Egypt. Among the simpler nomads of

Mesopotamia, wages in money were unknown;
among the richer Phoenician tribes, gold and silvef
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were already current. It has been thp opinion o\

some learned men that Abraham paid the money
for his bargain by weight, Jacob in pieces, rudely

coined or stamped. When Abraham receives the

celestial strangers, with true Arabian hospitality he

kills the calf with his own hands, but has nothing

more generous to offer than the Scythian beverage
of milk; yet the more civilized native tribes seem,
by the ofTering of Melchisedek, to have had wine at

their command. Isaac become more wealthy, and
having commenced the tillage of the soil, had ac-

quired a taste for savoury meats, and had wine for

his ordinary us(^ The tillage of Isaac bespeaks
the richness of a virgin soil, as yet unbroken by the

plough—it returned a hundred for one. These
primitive societies were constituted in the most
simple and inartificial manner. The parental au-

thority, and that of the head of the tribe, was
supreme and without appeal—Esau so far respects

even his bliiid and feeble father, as to postpone the

gratification of his revenge till the death of Jacob.

Afterward the brothers who conspire against Joseph,

though some of them had already dipped their hands
in blood, dare not perpetrate their crime openly
When they return from Egypt to fetch Benjamin
m order to redeem one of their company, left in

apparent danger of his life, they are obliged to

obtain the consent of Jacob, and do not think of

carrying him off by force. R< uben, indeed, leaves

his own sons as hostages, under an express cove-

nant that they are to be put to death if he does not

bring Henjamin back. The father seems to have
possessed the power of transferring the right of

primogeniture to a younger son. This was perhaps
the effect of Isaac's blessing; Jacob seems to have
done the same, and disinherited the three elder

sons of Leah. I'he desire of offspring, and the

pride of becoming the ancestor of a grt>at people,

with the attendant ilisgrace of barrenness, howevei
I.-D
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in some degree common to human nature, and not
unknown in thickly pcoph'd countries, yet as the
one predominunl and absorhiiip passion (for such it

is in the patriarchal history) hclon^s more properly
to a period, when the curili still oflered ample room
for each tribe to extend its boundaries without
encroaching' on the possessions of its neighbour.
These uicidents, in themselves trifling, are not

without interest, both as illustrative of human man
ners, and as tending to sliow that the record from
whicli they are drawn was itself derived from cotem-
porary traditions, which it has represented with
scrupulous fidelity. Kven the characters of the
different personages are singularly in unison with
the state of society described. There is the liunter,

ihe mig-ratoiy herdsman, and the incipient liusi)and-

man. The quiet anrl easy Isaac adapts himself to

the more fixed and sedentary occupation of tillage

Esau the hiniter is reckless, daring', and miprovident
Jacob the herdsman, cautious, observant, subtle, and
timid. Esau excels in one great virtue of uncivilized

life, bravery; Jacob in another, wliich is not less

hig'Idy appreciated, craft. Even in Abraham we do
not find that nice and lofty sense of veracity which
distinguishes a state of society where the point of

honour has acquired great influence. It is singular
that this accm'ate delineation of primitive manners,
and the discrimination of individual character in

ea(di successive jMitriarch, with all the imperfections
and vices, as well of the sa<-ial state as of the p-ar-

ticular disposition, although so conclusive an evi-

dence to the honesty of the narrative, has caused
the greatest perplexity to many pious minds, and
as great triumpli to the adversaries of revealed
religion. The object of this work is strictly his-

torical, not the()logic;il
; yet a few observations

may be ventured on this point, considering its im-
portant bearing on the manner in which Jewish his-

tory ought to be written and read. Some wU' not
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read the most ancient and curious history in the
world, because it is in the Bible ; others read it in

the Bible with a kind of pious awe, whiclipreventa
them from comprehending its real spirit. The latter

look on the distinguished characters m the Mosaic
annals as a kind of sacred beings, scarcely allied to

human nature. Their intercourse with the Divinity

nivests them with a mysterious sanctity, which i&

expected to extend to all llieir actions. Hence
when they find the same passions at work, the

ordinary feelings and vices of human nature preva-
lent both among the ancestors of the chosen people,

and the chosen people themselves, they are con-
founded and distressed. Writers unfriendly to re-

vealed religion, starting with the same notion, that

the Mosaic narrative is uniformly exemplary, not
historical, have enlarged with malicious triumph on
the delinquencies of the patriarchs and their de-

scendants. Perplexity and triumph surely equally
groundless ! Had the avowed design of the inter-

course of God with the patriarchs been their own
unimpeachable perfection ; had that of the .Jewish

polity been the establishment of a divine Utopia,
advanced to premature civilization, and overleap-
mg at once those centuries of slow improvement,
through which the rest of mankind .vere to pass,

then it might have been difficult to give a reason-
able account of the manifest failure. So far from
this being the case, an ulterior purpose is evident
hroughout. Tiie patriarchs and their descendants
are the depositaries of certain great religious truths,

the unity, omnipotence, and providence of God, not
solely for their own use ami advaiUage, but as con-
servators for the future universal benefit of man.
kind. Hence, provided tin; great end, tlie preserva-
tion of those truths, was eventually obtained, human
affairs took their ordinary course ; the common pas-
sions and motives of mankind were left in undis-
turbed operation. Superior in one respect alone,
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the ancestors of the Jews, and the Jews themselves,
were not beyond their age or country in acauire-

m(Mits, in knowledge, or even in morals ; as far as
morals are modified by usage and opinion. They
were polygamists, like the rest of the Kastern world;
tliey acquired the virtues and the vices of each state

of society through which they passed. Higher and
purer notions of the Deity, though they tend to pro-

mote and improve, by no means necessarily enforce

moral perfection; their influence will be regulated
by the social state of the age in which they are pro-

miilfrated, and the bias of the individual character
to wliich they are addressed. Neither the actual

interposition of the Almighty in favour of an indi-

vidual or nation, nor his enii)loynient of them as

instruments for certain important purposes, stamps
the seal of divine approbation on all their actions;

in some cases, as in the deception practised by
Jacob on his father, the worst part of their charac-

ter manifestly contributes to the purpose of God

:

still the nature of the action is not altered ; it is to

be judged by its motive, not by its undesigned con
sequence. Allowance, therefore, being always made
for their age and social state, the patriarchs, kings,

and other Hebrew worthies, are amenable to the

same verdict which would be passed on the emi-
ntmt men of Greece or Rome. Excepting where
they act under the express commandment of God,
they have no exemption from the judgment of pos-

terity; and on the same principle, while God is on

the scene, the historian will write with caution and
reverence ; while man, with freedom, justice, and
impartiality.
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BOOK II.

ISRAEL IN ECYPT.

fkmutf •/ Jacob—Joseph—State of F.gypt—Famine—Migration •,

Jacob and his whole family—.^dmitiislration of Joseph— Period be-

Meeen Joseph and Moses— Uirth and F.ducalion of Moses— Flight

and Return to F.gypt— Plagues of F.gypt— F,Jodn.< nr Departure of
the Israelites— Passage of the Red Sea—jincient Tradittons.

The seed of Abraham had now become a family

;

from the twelve sons of Israel it was to branch out

into a nation. Of these sons the four elder had
been bom from the prolific Leah, Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, and Judah. The barren Rachel had substituted

her handmaid Bilhah, who ffave birth to Dan and
Naphtali. Leah, after her sister's example, substi-

tuted Zilpah ; from her spranjr Gad and Asher.

Rachel, for the sake of some mandrakes, supposed
among eastern women to act as a love philter and
remove barrenness, yielding- up her rijfht to her sis-

ter, Leah again bore Issachar and Zebuhin, and a

daughter, Dinah. At length the comely Raihel was
blessed with Joseph ; and in Canaan, Beiioni or

Benjamin completed the twelve.

The children of the handmaidens had no title to

the primogeniture. Reuben had forfeited the esteem
of his father by incest with his coiuubine, Simeon
and Levi by their cruelty towards the Sichrmites.
Judah, the next brother, was inadvertently betrayed
into a serious crime. There was a singular usage
arterward admitted into the Mosaic law, tliat in case
a mariied man died without issue his next brother

was bound to take his wife, in order that his line

might not become extinct. The perpetuation of

their name and race liirougli tlieir ofVspring being
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then, as it is still in some countries of the East, the

one great object to which all moral laws, even those
generally recognised, were to give way. The eJdp«t

son of Judah, Kr, died ; the second, Onan, was guilty

of a criminal dereliction of that indispensable duty,

and was cut off for his offence. Judah, neglecting

his promise to bestow the widow, Tamar, on his

third son, Shelah, was betrayed into an unlawful
connexion with her, and became the incestuous
'ather of two children.

But Joseph, the elder born of the beloved Rachel,
had always held the first place in the affections of

his father. He was a beautiful youth, and it was
the pride of the fond father to behold him in a dress

distinguished from the rest of his sons

—

a coat of

many colours. The envy of his brethren was stil.

farther excited by two dreams seen by Joseph,

which, in the frankness of his disposition, he took

no pains to conceal. In one, the brothers were bind-

ing sheaves of corn (a proof that they were advancing
in the cultivation of the soil), the sheaves of the

brothers bent, and did homage to that of Joseph.

In the other, the sun and the moon and eleven stars

seemed to make obeisance to Joseph. Each of these

successive visions intimated his future superiority

over all the family of Israel. One day, when Joseph
had set forth to the place where his brothers were
accustomed to feed their flocks, tliey returned to

their father's tent without him, bearing that very

dress, on which Jacob had so often gazed with

pleasure, steeped in blood. The agony of the old

man cannot be described with such pathetic sim-
plicity as in the language of the Sacred Volume,

—

He refused to be comforted, and he said I null go do/um

into the grave xrith my son mourning. But before he
went down to the grave he was to behold his son

under far different circumstances. His brothers, at

first, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Reuben,
the eldest born, a man of more mild and generous
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disposition, had determined on putting theii nated

rival to death. With this intention they had let him
down into a pit, probably an old disused well. A
caravan of Arabian traders happening- to pass by,

they acceded to the more merciful and advantageous
proposition of Judah to sell him as a slave. Though
these merchants were laden only with spicery, balm,

and myrrh, commodities in great request in Egypt,
all of them being used in embalming the dead, they

were sure of a market for such a slave as Joseph,

and in that degraded and miserable character he ar-

rived in Egypt. But the Divine Providence watched,
even in the land of the stranger, over the heir to the

promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The
slave rose with a rapidity surprising, though by no
means unparalleled in eastern kingdoms, to be the

all-powerful vizior of the kins of Egypt. He was
first bought by Potiphar, a chief officer of the king,

the captain of the guard, by whom he was speedily

promoted to the care of the whole houseliold. The
entire confidence of his master in the prudence and
integrity of the servant is described in these singular

terms,

—

He left all that he had in Josepli's hand, and
he knew not aught he had, save the bread n-hich he did

eat. The virtue of Josepli in other resjiects was
equal to his integrity, but not so well rewarded.

Falsely accused by the arts of his master's wife,

whose criminal advances he had repelled, he was
thrown uito prison. 'I'he dungeon opens a way to

still farther advancement. Wherever he is, he se-

cures esteem and confidence. Like his former
master, the keeper of the prison intrusts the whole
of his responsible duties to the cliarge of Joseph.

But the chief cause of his rapid rise to fortune and
dignity is his skill in tlie int('r|)retation of dreams.
Among his fellow-prisoiicrs were the chief cup-

bearer and c-liief purveyor of the king. Each of

these men was per[)i('xed by an extraordinary vision.

The interoretation of Jt)sej)h was justified by the
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event of both ; one, as he predicted, was restared ta

his honours, the other sufTcred an ig^nominioui

death. Through the; report of the former, the fame
of Joseph, in a character st) imj)ortant among a su-

perstitious people, reached the pahice, and when the

king himself is in the same manner disturbed with

visions which baffle the professed diviners of the

country, Joseph is summoned from the prison. The
dreams of the king, according to the exposition of

Joseph, under the symbolic forms of seven fat and
fleshy kine followed by seven lean and withered

ones, seven good ears of corn by seven parched and
blasted with the east wind, prefigured seven years
of unexampled plenty, to be succeeded by seven of

unexampled dearth. The advice of Joseph being
demanded how to provide against the impending ca-

lamity, he reconnnends that a fifth part of the pro-

duce during the seven abundant years shall be laid

up in granaries built for the purpose. The wisdom
of this measure was apparent ; and who so fit to

carry such plans into effect as he whose prudence
had suggested them 1 Joseph, therefore, is at once
installed in the dignity of chief minister over the

whole of this great and flourishing kingdom.
The information we obtain from the Mosaic nar-

rative, concerning the state and constitution of

Egypt during this period, is both valuable in itself,

and agrees strictly with all the knowledge which we
acquire from other sources. Egypt had long been
the great corn country of the ancient world, now in

a high state of cultivation, but dependent for its fer-

tility on the overflow of the river on whose banks
it lay. Should the annual increase of the Nile be

interrupted, the whole valley \\'ould remain a barren

and unvegetating waste. The cause of the long

period of famine is nowhere indicated, but it was bv
no means a local calamity, it extended to all the ad-

jacent countries. A long and general drought,

which would burn up the herbage of all the pastoral
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districts of Asia, might likewise diminish that accu-

mulation of waters which at its regular period pours
down the channel of the Nile. The waters are col-

lected in the greatest part from the drainage of all

the high levels in that region of central Africa where
the tropical rains, about the summer solstice, fall

with incessant violence. But whatever might be

ts cause, Kgypt escaped the famine which pressed

BO severely on other countries, only through the

prudent administration of Joseph. It is necessary,
however, before we describe the policy which he
adopted, or the settlement of tlie family of Israel

in tins country, to give some insight into the state

of the Egyptian government and people; for with-

out this we shall neither be abU^ to comprehend
the transactions which relate to tlie Israelites in

Egypt, nor the degree of originality to be assigned
to the Mosaic institutions. Egypt, before this

period, had enjoyed many centuries of civilization,

most likely of opulence and splendour. Whether
she had already reared her vast and mysterious
pyramids, commenced the colossal temples of
Ipsambul and Thebes, or excavated those won-
derful subterraneous sepulchral palaces for her
dead kings, cannot at present be de(!ided with

certainty. But of her singular constitution we
have distinct indications in the Mosaic narrative.

The people were divided into castes, like those of
India, as they exist to the present day, and as

they formerly prevailed among many other oriental

nations. At the head of these castes stood that

f the priesthood. From lliis order the king was
usually selected ; if one of tht- warriors, the next
class in rank, should attain to that eminence, he
was always installed and enrolled in the superior

order. The priestly caste, in rank and power, stood
far above the rest of the people. In each nome oi

district (if indeed these divisions were of so early

a date) stood a temple and a sacerdotal college. In
I—

E
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thf in ono-tliird of the wliole land of the country wa«
inalienably vested. The priests were not merely
the ministers of religion, they were the hereditary

conservators of knowledge. They were the public

astronomers, by whom ail the aprricultnral labours of

the people were rei^ulated; the public seometriciaus,

whose service was indispensable, since the Nile an-
nually obliterated the landmarks of the country ; in

their hierojilyphical characters the public events
were recorded; they were the physicians; in short,

to them belonged the whole patrimony of science,

which was inseparably bound up with their religion.

The political powers of this hereditary aristocracy-

were unbounded ; they engrossed apparently both
the legislative and judicial functions ; they were the

framers, the conservators, the interpreters of the

laws. As interpreter of dreams, Joseph, no doubt,

intruded into the province of this all-powerful caste,

and the king, not improbably with a view to disarm
their jealousy, married his new vizier to the daughter
of the Priest of the Sun, who dwelled in On, called

afterward by the Greeks Heliopolis (the City ot the

Sun). Moreover, in the great political measure of

Joseph, the resumption of all the lands into the

hands of the crown, the sacred propertj'^ of the

priests was exempted from the operation of the law,

and the whole class supported, during the famine, at

the royal charge. The next caste in dignity was
that of the warriors, called by Herodotus, Hermo-
tybi'es or Kalasyries. The lower classes of the

people constituted the rest of the orders ; according
to Herodotus five, to Diodorus three more. The lat-

ter reckons husbandmen, artisans, and shepherds

;

Herodotus, shepherds, swineherds, manufacturers
and shopkeepers, interpreters, and mariners, that is,

the boatmen of the Nile. The boundaries of these
castes were unalterably fixed, the son held for ever
the same rank, and pursued the same occupation
with his father. The profession of a shepherd, pro-
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Dably ihe lowest of these castes, was held in parti-

cular discredit. " Ever)' shepherd was an abomi-
nation to the Eg\^ptians." Several reasons have
been assigned for this remarkable fact. A Gorman
writer of great ability supposes, that when the first

civilizers of Egypt, whom, from reasons, which
every accession to our knowledge of ancient Kgypt
seems to confirm, he derives from Ethiopia, directed
the attention of the people to tillage, for which the

country was so admirably adapted, in order to wean
the rude people from their nomadic habits, they
studiously degraded the shepherds into a sort of

Pariah caste. Another and a more general opinion
derives this hostility to the name of shepherd from
a recent and most important event in the Egyptian
history. While Egypt was rapidly advancing in

splendour and prosperity, a fierce and barbarous
Asiatic horde burst suddenly upon her fruitful pro-

Tincfs, destroyed her temples, massacred her priests,

and, having subdued the whole of Lower Egypt,
established a dynasty of six successive kings.
These Hj^ksos, or royal shepherds, with their

savage clans, afterward expelled by the victorious

Eg^7)tians, Monsieur ChampoUion* thinks, with ap-

parent reason, that he recognises on many of the

ancient monuments. A people with red hair, blue
eyes, and covered only with an undressed hide,

loosely wrapped over tlieni, are painted, sometimes
struggling in deadly warfare witli the natives, more
usually in attitudes of the lowest degradation which
the scorn and hatred of their conipierors could in-

vent. They lie prostrate under the footstools of the

kings, in the attitude described in the book o(

Joshua, where the rulers actually set their feet on
the necks of the ca[)tive lings-f The common
people appear to have taken pride in having the

6gures of these detested enem es wrought on the

Leltre * Moim <Ii- Itlaras, i. 57 t Jnslum x 24
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soles of tlioir sandiils, that they mipht he thus per-

petually trampled on : even tlif dead carried thin

memorial of their hatred into the jjrave; tlie same
figun.'s are i)aiiited on the lower wrappers )f the

mumniies, acrompaiiiefl with similar m trks of ah
horrenee and contempt. It would Ite fliflicull to

find a more apt illustration of the phrase in the book
of Genesis, "every sliepherd was an abomination
to the Kg-yptians." Several other incidents in the
Mosaic history seem to confirm the opinion, that

these invaders had been expelled, and that but re-

cently, before the period of Joseph's administration.

The seven years of unexampled plenty passed
away exactly as the interpreter of the royal dreams
had foretold. During all this time Joseph regu-

larly exacted a fifth of the produce, which was
stored up in granaries established by the govern-
ment. The famine soon began to press heavily
not merely on Egj-jit, but on all the adjacent
countries : among the first who came to purchase
f-orn, appeared tlie ten sons of Jacob. It is no easy
task to treat, after the Jewish historian, the trans-

actions which took place between Joseph and his

family. The relation in the book of Genesis is,

perhaps, the most exquisite model of the manner in

which history, without elevating its tone, or de-

parting from its plain and unadorned veracity, as-

sumes the language and spirit of the most touching
poetry. The cold and rhetorical paraphrase of Jo-

sephi'.s, sometimes a writer of great vigour and sim-
plicity, enforces the prudence of adhering as closely

as possible to the language of the original record.

The brotliers are at first received with sternness and
asperity, charged with being spies come to observe
the undefended state of the coiuitr\'. This accusa-
tioi:, though not seriously intended, in some degree
confirms the notion that the Egyptians had recently

Buffered, and therefore constantly apprehended, fo-

reign uivasion They are thrown into prison foi
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ihret days, and released on condition of pioving

the truth of their story, by bring'ing tlieir youn'^-cr

brother Benjamin with them. Their own danger
brings up before their minds the recoHeetion of

their crime. They express to one anotlier their

deep remorse for the supposed murder of their

elder brother, little thinking t!iat .Ir)se[)h, who
had convf rsed with them through an interpreter,

(perhaps of the caste mentioned by fh^rodotus,)

understood every word they said, ^^nd Jjseph turned
nbmit from them and Tvept. Simeon being left as a

hostage, the brothers are dismissed, but on their

way they are surprised and alarmed to find their

money returned. The suspicious Jacob will not at

first intrust his youngest and best-beloved child to

their care ; but their present supply of corn being
consumed, they have n(j alternative between starva-

tion and their return to Egypt. Jacob reluctantly

and with many fond admonitions commits the sur-

viving child of Rachel to tlieir protection. On their

arrival in Egypt they are better received, the Vizier

inquires anxiously about the health of their father.

Is your father alive, the old man of ivhom ye spake,

is he yet alive? The siglit of his c)wn uterine brotlier

Benjamin overpowers him with emotion. He said,

" God be gracious unto thee, my son ; and Jose})h

made haste, for his bowels did yearn upon his bro-

ther; and he sought where to weep, and he entered

into his chamber and wept tliere." They are feasted,

(and here again we find a genuine trait of Egyptian
manners,) Joseph must not eat at the same table

with these shepherd strangers. Benjamin is pecu-

liarly distinguished by a larger portion of meat.

The brothers are once more dismissed, but are now
pursued and apprchciuh'd on a charge of secreting a

silver cup, which had been concealed in the sack of

Benjamin, and at length the great minister of tlie

king of Egypt makes himself known as liie brother

whom they had sold as a slave. " Th'U Joseph
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pould not refrain himsflf before all tliem that stood

by him ; and lie cried, Cause every rnan to go ont

from me; and tliere stood no man with him, while

Joseph made himself known niilft his hn^thren.

And he \vej)t alovid, and llie K{cyi)tiaMs and the house
of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his breth-

ren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came
near. And he said, I am Joseph; doth my father

yet live? And his brethren could not answer him,

for they we.e troubled at his presence. And Joseph

said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray

you. And they came near. And he said, 1 am
Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

Now therefore be not orieved nor angry with your-

selves that ye sold me hither: for (iod did send me
before you to preserve life ; and he hath made me a

father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a

ruler throughout all the land of F^gypt." He sends
them, with great store of provisions, and with an
equipage of wagons to transport their father and
all their family into Kgypt, for five years of the

famine had still to elapse. His last striking admo-
nition is, " See that ye fall not out by the way."
When they arrived in Canaan, and told their aged
father, " Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over
all the land of Egypt, Jacob's heart fainted, for he
believed them not." Convinced at length of the

surprising change of fortune, he said, " It is enough,
Joseph my son is yet alive ; 1 will go and see him
before I die."

Thus all the legitimate descendants of Abraham
with their families, amounting in number to 70,

migrate into Egypt. The high credit of Joseph
ensures tliem a friendly reception, and the fertile

district of Goshen, the best pasture land of Egypt,
is assigned by the munificent sovereign for theii

residence. But if the deadly hostility borne by the

native Egyptians to foreign shepherds really ori-

ginated in the cause which has been indicated
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tbove, the magnanimity of Joseph in not discluim-

ing his connexion witli a race in such low esteem,
and his influence in obtaining them such hospitable

reception, must not escape our notice. Their esta-

blishment in Goshen, coincides in a remarkable
manner with this theory. The last strong hold of

the shepherd kings was the city of Abaris. Abaris
must have been situated eitlier witliin or closely

bordering upon the district of Goshen. The expul-

sion of the shepherds would leave the tract unoc-
cupied, and open for the settlement of another pas-

toral people. Goshen itself was likewise called

Rameses, a word ingeniously explained by Jablon-

ski, as meaning the land of shepherds, and contain-

ed all those low, and sometimes marshy meadowa
on the Pelusiac branch of the Nile, and extending
very considerably to the south. Here, says Maillet,

the grass grows to the height of a man, and so
thick that an ox may browse a whole day lying on
the ground.
Joseph pursued the system of his goveniment

with consummate vigour and prudence. His mea-
sures, however calculated to raise the royal autho-

rity, seem to have been highly popular with all

classes of the nation. It is difficult precisely to

understand the views or the consequences of the

total revolution in tlie tenure of property, which he
effected. During the first years of the dearth, all

the money of the country found its way into the

royal treasury ; in a short time after, all th*^; inha-

bitants hastened to part with their stock ; And at

length were glad to purcliase subsistencf. at the

price of their lands : tlius the whole territory, ex-

cept that of the priests, was vested in the crown.
Wliether the common people had any landed pro-

perty before this period ; and whether that triple

division of the lands, one-third to the king for the

expenses of the <;ourt and government; one third

to the priests, and the other tliird to the f<iili-
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*ary class, existed previous to this epoch, we have
no means of ascertaining. The Mosaic history

seems to infer tliat the body of the people were the

[losscssors of the soil. If, however, the state of

properly, described above from Diodorus, was ante-

rior to this period, the financial operation of Joseph
consisted in the resumption of the crown lands from
the tenants, with the reletting of the whole on one
plain and uniform system, and the acquisition of

that of the military'. In either case the terms on
which the whole was relet, with a reservation of

one-fifth to the royal exchequer, seem liberal and
advantageous to the cultivator, especially if we
compare them with the exactions to which the pea-

santry in the despotic countries of the East, or the

miserable Fellahs who now cultivate the banks of

the Nile, are exposed. Another part of Joseph's

policy is still more difficult clearly to comprehend,
his removing the neople into the cities. This has
been supposed by some an arbitrary measure, in

order to break the ties of attachment, hi the former

possessors to their native farms; by others a wise

scheme, intended to civilize the rude peasantry. A
passage in Belzoni's travels may throw some light

on the transaction. He describes the condition of

the poor cultivators in Upper Kgypt, as wretched

and dangerous. Their single tenements or villages

are built but just above the ordinary high-water

mark, and are. only protected by a few wattles. If

the Nile rises beyond its usual level, dwelling?

cattle, and even the inhabitants are swept away.

The measure of Joseph may have been merely in-

tended to secure the imj^rovident peasantry against

these common, but fatal accidents.

Among the fertile pastures of Goshen, enjoying

undisturbed plenty and prosperity, the sons ol

Jacob began to increase with great, but by no means
incredible rapidity. Tne prolific soil of Eg>-pt not

merely in'?reases the fertility of vegetable and am
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nal life, but that of the human race likewise. This

»act is noticed by many ancient writers, particularly

Aristotle, who states that women in Egypt some-

times produce three, four, or even seven at a birth!

Early marriages, polygamy, the longer duration of

life, abundance and cheapness of provisions, would
tend, under the divine blessing, still further to pro-

mote the population of tliis flourishing district. At

the end of 17 years, Jacob died, aged 147. Before

nis death he bestowed his last blessing on Joseph,

and solemnly adjured him to transfer his remains

to the cemetery of the tribe i!i Canaan. The his-

tory of his life terminates with a splendid poetical

prophecy, describing the character of his sons, and
the possessions they were to o(;cupy in the partition

of the promised land. This poem was no doubt

treasured up with the most religious care among the

traditions of the tribes. One curious point proves

its antiquity. The most splendid destiny is awarded
to Judah and tlie sons of Ji'scpli, but Jacob had
never forgotten the barbarity of Simeon and Levi.

These two families are condemned to the same in-

ferior and degraded lot, as divided and scattered

among their brethren. Yet how different their

fate ! The tribe of Levi attained tlie highest rank
among their brethren, scattered indeed they were,

but in stations of the first distinction, while the

feeble tribe of Simeon soon dwindled into insignifi-

cance, and became almost extinct. A later poet,

certainly Moses himself would not have U'lited

these two tribes under tlie same destiny. The
funeral procession of Jacob was conducted with

Egj'ptian magnificence to the se[)ulihre of iiis

fathers, to the great and lasting astonishment of the

native Canaanites. The protecting presence of

their fathc^r being witlidrawn, tlie brothers began
again to apprehend the hustility of Joseph ; but

his favour still watched over the growing settle-

ment, and he himself at length, liaving seen his
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^eat g^ranHcliildrpn iifion liis Isnrrs, difd at tlie aj^

of 110 years. Hf l»-ft (JirertiriDs tlial his body
should lif cmhjilnu'd, aiir) put into a cofTin ; on the

return of his kiiidrfd to Canaan, to be transported

to the pravp nf liis forefathers.

How U)Mg a period ela[)sed* between the migra-
tion into Kirjiif under .lacob, and the Exodus, or

departure, under Moses, has been a question debated
from tlie earliest ajres by Jewish, no less than (Jhris-

tian writers. While some assign the whole dura-

tion of 4.30 years to the eaptivity in Kg}7)t, others

include the residence of the patriarchs, 215 years,

within this period. The vestiges of this contro-

versy appear in all the earlier writings. The Hebrew
and Samaritan texts, the different copies of the

Greek version of the Scriptures, differ. St. Ste-

phen, in the Acts, seems to have followed one opi-

nion. St. Paul, in his epistle to the Galatians, the

other. Josephus contradicts himself repeatedly.

The great body of English divines follow the latter

hypothesis; the great modem scholars of Germany
generally prefer the former. The following br>ef

statement may throw some light on this intricate

subject. The Jews were firmly and religiously per-

suaded that their genealogies were not merely accu-

rate, but complete. As then only two names ap-

peared between Levi and Moses, those of Kohath
and Amram, and the date of life assigned to these

two seemed irreconcileable with the longer period

of 430 years, they adopted very generally the notion

that only 215 years were passed in Egypt.f They

• Some curious parlinilars of this period may he eleaned from the

genealoeies in thi* bo<ik of Chronicles. Some inlercourpe with th» na-

tive counlry was kept up for a time. Ctrlain sous of Ephraim were
•lain in a freebontinc exptdition to drive the rattle of the iiihahitauti

of Gath. Chrnn. vii. 21. Another became ruler of the tribe of Mo«b
Chron. vii. 22. Some became celebrated In Egj-pt as potters, and manu
facturers in cotton ibys.<us). Chron iv.21.

I On account of this uncertainty we have omitted the date? till the

time of the Eiodus. when chronology first seems to offer a eeriirt

footliig.
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overlooked, or left to miraculous intervention to ac-

count for a still greater difficulty, the prodigious in-

crease in one family during one generation. In the

desert the males of the descendants of Kohath are
reckoned at 8609. Koliath had four sons, from each
eon then, in one generation, must liave sprung on the
average 2150 males. On this hypothesis the alterna-

tive remains, either that some names have been
lost from the genealogies between Kohath and
Amram, or between Amram and Moses, a notion
rather confirmed by the fact that in the genealogj'
of Joshua in the book of Chronicles, he stands
twelfth in descent from .Toseph, while Moses is the

fourth from Levi : or, as there are certain grounds
for suspecting, some general error runs through the
whole numbering* of the Israelites in the desert.

At what period in Egyptian history the migration
under Jacob took place ; and which of the Pharaohs
perished in the Red Sea, may possibly come to light

from the future investigation of the hieroglyphic
monuments by Mons. Champollion. One point
appears certain from the Mosaic history, that the
patron of Joseph was one of the native sovereigns
of Egypt, not, as Eusebius supposes, one of the
foreign shepherd dynasty. The flourishing and
peaceful state of the kingdom ; the regularity of
the government ; the power of the priestliood, who
were persecuted and oppressed by the savage shep-
herds ; the hatred of the pastoral race and occu-
pation ; all these circumstances strongly indicate

the orderly and uncontested authority of the native
princes.

In process of time, such is the lot of the greatest
of public benefactors, the services of the wise and
popular vizier were forgotten. A new king arose,!

• Some obsenrmtlons on this subject will siihseqnently be n(r<?r<d.

t Thf rhanu'' "I'llynasiy ami accpssioii <if llic shcplnTd kuiL's rliiring

this interval, is linhletn ns strong nbjecliong, as lliose abnve iiiU'd. The
'nrnad of this savaiio ptoiilc. wr ich inusi liavr piinsfd, in a' is lim-.TC
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who knew not .losopli, aiid hci^du to lo(jk with
jealous aupn^lioiisioii on this race of st ran (jfrs, thus
occiipyiujf his most open and accessihle frontier,

and al)le to fr'we free passage, or join in a dan^eroug
confederacy with any fon-i'^n invader. With in-

human policy lie commenced a system of oppre*.
sion, intended at on.-e to check th^ir im-rease, and
break the dana;-erous spirit of revolt. They were
seized, and forced to labour at the public works in

buildinjf new cities, Pithom and liaamses,* called

treasure cities. Josephus employs them on the

pyramids, on the great canals, and on vast dams
built for the purpose of irrigation. But tyranny,
sliort-sighted as inhuman, failed in its purpose.
Even under these unfavourable circumstances, the
strangers still increased. In the damp stone-quarry,
in the lime-pit and brick-field, toiling beneath
burthens under a parching sun, they multiplied as
rapidly as among the fresh airs and under the cool
tents in Goshen ; and now instead of a separate
tribe, inhabiting a remote province, whose loyalty
was only suspected, the government found a stil

more numerous people, spread throughout the.

country, and rendered hostile by cruel oppression.

Tyranny having thus wantonly made enemies, must
resort to more barbarous measures to repress them.
A dreadful decree is issued ; the midwives, who in

this land of hereditary professions, were most likely

a distinct class under responsible officers, were
commanded to destroy all the Hebrew children at

their birth. They disobey or evade the command,
ar.d the king has now no alternative, bat to take

and inassacip, over the lai>d of Goshen, wouM tmrdly liave been for-

gotten or nniilti-d in the llrbrew traditions. T!ie great arrhitectur*)
and agrirullural works bc-ipeak the reisn of the inagnificent native
princes, not that of rude barbarians. Mr. Faber's ' cetiioiis theory,

which assigns the biiildin<i of the pyramids to the sheph>'rds, is. In our
opinion, higlily improbable.

* It is rurioiis that Mons Chanipollion assiens to this p»'riod, a klnf
called Rhanises Mei Arnonn. Rliamses, howver, was not an uncom-
Bon name in tiie Egyptian dynasties.
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into his own hands the execution of his extermi-
nating project, which, if carried into effect, would
have cut short at once the race of Abraham. K\ ery
male child is commanded to be cast into the river,

the females preserved, probably to fill in time the
harems of th nr oppressors.
But Divine Providence had determined to raise

up that man, who was to release this oppressed
people, and after having seen and intimately know n
the civil and religious institutions of this famous
eountiy, was deliberately to reject them, to found
a polity on totally different principles, and establish

a religion, the most opposite to the mysterious poly-

theism of Kg^^pt; a polity and a religion, which
were to survive the dynasty of the Pharaohs, and
the deities of their vast temple's, and exercise an
unbounded influcu'-e on the civil and n ligious his-

tory of the most remote ages. Amram, if the
genealogies are complete, the second in descent from
Levi, married in his own tribe. His wife bore him
a son, whose birth she was so fortunate as to con-
ceal for three months, but at the end of this period
she was obliged to choose between the dreadful
alternative of exposing the infant on the banks of

the river, or of surrendering him to the executioners
of the king's relentless edict. The manner in which
the child in its cradle of rushes, lined witli pitch,

was laid among the flags upon the brink of the
river, forcibly recalls the exposure of the Indian
children on the banks of the holy Ganges, ('ould

there be any similar custom among the Egyptians,
and might the mother ho[)c, that if any unforeseen
accident should save the life of the child, it nHght
pass for that of an Egyptian 1 This however was
not the case. The daughter of the king, coming
down t J bathe in the river, perceived the ark, and,
attracted by the beauty of the infant, took pity on
it, and conjecturing that it belonged to one of the
persecuted Hebrews, determined t'j preserve its
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life. By a simple aiul iniiocfiit slratagom, tht

mother was suminotKHl, her own child conimilted

to her charq^H, and as it gn-w up it hecame the

adopted soil of the princess, who called it Moses,

from Egyptian words signifying (irawn from the

water. Tlie cliild received an excellent educa-

tion, and became trained in all the wisdom of the

Egyptians. This last fact rests on Jewish tradi-

tions reported by St. Stephen ; but it is highly

curious to contrast the other romantic fictions of

the later writers, probably the Alexandrian Jews,

with this plain narrative. These fables have no
appearance of ancient traditions, but all the exag-

geration of rabbinical invention. The birth of

Moses was prophetically foreshown. The sacred

scribe announced to the king that a child was about

to be born among the Israelites, who was to bring

ruin on the power of Egypt, and unexampled glory

on the Hebrew nation; he was to surpass all the

human race in the greatness and duration of his

fame. To cut short this fatal life, not with the

design of weakening the Jewish people, this elder

Herod issues out his edict for the first massacre of

the innocents. Amram, the father of Moses, is like-

wise favoured with a vision, foretelling the glory of

his son. Thermutis, the daughter of Pharaoh (the

manners having become too refined to suppose that

a king's daughter would bathe in the river), is more
elegantly described as amusing herself on the hanks.

Seeing the basket floating on the water, she orders

certain divers, ready of course at her command, to

bring it to her. Enchanted by the exquisite beauty

of the child she sends for a nurse ; but the infant

patriot indignantly refuses the milk of an E<r\'ptian

;

nurse after nurse is tried and rejected ; nothing will

satisfy him but the breast of his own mother. When
he was three years old, he was such a prodicy of

beauty that all who passed by would suspend then

work to gaze upon him. The princess alopts *»*i/«
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shows him to her father, and insists on liis being

recoiinised heir to the Icinffdom. The king places

the diadem on his head, which the child contemptu
ously seizes and tramples under his feet. The royal

scribe in vain attempts to awakenlhe apprehensicma

of the monarch. The youth grows up in sucli uni-

versal esteem and favour, that when tlie Ethiopians

invade the country, he is jilaced at the head of the

army. The district through which he chcjoses to

march, rather than ascend the Nile, being full of

noxious reptiles, he presses a squadron of tame
ibises, lets them fly at the serpents, and thus speedily

clears his way. By this extraordinary stratagem,

he comes unexpectedly upon the enemy, defeats and
pursues them to their capital city, Meroe. Here
the daughter of the king falls in love with him, and
ihe city is surrendered on condition of his marrying
the Ethiopian princess ; a fiction obviously formed
on the Cushite or Arabian, translated in the lxx
Ethiopian, wife of Moses. Jealousy and hatred,

the usual attendants on greatness, endanger his life,

the priests urge, and the timid king assents to the

death of the stranger, who with difficulty makes his

escape into the desert. But, as is usual with those
who embellish genuine history, the simple dignity

of the Jewish patriot is lowered, rather than exalted.

The true greatness of Moses consists in his gene-
rous indignation at the oppressions under which his

kindred were labouring; his single-minded attach-

ment to the poor and degraded and toil-worn slaves

from whom he sprung; his deliberate rejection of

all the power, wealth, and rank, which awaited him
if he had forsworn his race, and joined himself
entirely to the people whr- had adojjted him. An
accident discovered his impatience of the sufferings

inflicted on his Inethren. As he saw them labouring
under their burthens, he perceived one of the Egyp-
tian ofticcrs (such is the probable supposition of a

late writer) exentising some yif^f nersonal cruelly
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on one of the niiscralile sliives under liis insppction.

He rose up in (Iffcncf of his (•ountryni;in, slew the

officer, and hid liis body in the sand. No f'frvplian

had witnessed wliat he had done, and on the tidelily

of his brethren he supposed that he mij^ht fairly

calculate. Tiie next day, when he took upon him-

self the office of reconciling^ two of the Israelites,

who had accidentally quarrelled, he found that his

secret was not safe. The whole transaction cer-

tainly gives ground for the supposition, that an
unformed notion of delivering his countrymen from
their bondage was already brooding in tiie mind of

Moses.* His courage in avenging their wrongs, and
his anxiety to establish good-will and unity among
the people, were the surest means he could adopt to

secure confidence, and consolidate their strength.

If this were the case, the conduct of his country-

men, ready to betray him on everj'^ occasion in

which their passions or fears were excited, instead

of encouraging, was likely to crush for ever his

ambitious hopes, and sadly convince him iii;.i such
a design, however noble, was des[)erate and im-
practicable. At all events he had been guilty of a

crime, by the Egyptian law, of the most enormous
magnitude; even if his favour at the court might

« secure him from the worst consequences of the

unpardonable guilt of bloodshed, the example ol

rtvolt and insurrection precluded all hope of in-

dulgence.

A lonely exile, Moses flies beyond the reach of

Egyptian power, to the tents of the nomadic tribes

which lie on the borders of Palestine and Arabia.

Here for forty years the future lawgiver of the Jews
follows the humble occupation of a shepherd ; allied

in marriage with the hospitable race wlio had re-

ceived him, he sees his rJiiUhen rising around hira,

and seems as entirely to ha\e forgotten his coun-
trymen and their oppression, as, in idl probability,

he was forgotten by them ; so entirely did he seena

• Compare Acts vii. 23—25.



MOSES IN EGYPT. 66

alienated from his own people, that he had neglected

to initiate his children into the family of Abraham,
by the great national rite of {Mrcumcision. On a

sudden, when eighty years old, an age which ac-

cording to the present proportion of life may be
fairly reckoned at 60 or 65, when the fire of ambition

is usually burnt out, and the active spirit of adven-
ture subsided, entirely unattended, he appears again

in Kgypt, and either renews, or first boldly under-

takes the extraordinary enterprise of delivering the

people of larael from their state of slavery, and
establishing them as a regular and independent
commonwealth. To effect this, he had first to obtain

a perfect command over the minds of the people,

now scattered through the whole land of Egypt,
their courage broken by long and unintermitted

slavery, habituated to P.gyptian customs, and even
deeply tainted with Egyptian superstitions ; he had
to induce them to throw off the yoke of their

tyraimical masters, and follow him in search of a

remote land, only known by traditions many cen-

turies old, as the residence of their forefathers.

Secondly, he had to overawe, and induce to the

surrender of their whole useful slave population, not

merely an ignorant and superstitious people, but the

king and the priesthood of a country where science

had made considerable progress, and where the arts

of an imposior would either be counteracted by
similar arts, or instantly detected, and exposed to

shame and ridicule.

What then were his natural qualifications for this

prodigious undertaking,—popular eloquence? By
his own at^couiit, his organs of speech were imper-
fect, his enunciation shjw and impeded ; he was
obliged to use tiie cold and ineffective method of

addressing the people tlirough his more ready and
fluent brotlier Aaron. Had lie acquired among the

tiibes, with whom he had resided, the adventurous
spirit and military -kill, wliicli might prompt or

T—

F
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carry him throus^h such an "inlorprise? The shep-

herds, amoufj wlioin he live 1, seem to have been a

I'.eaceful and uiHMilcrprisini^ peoph;; and far from
showing any skill as a wanior, the generalsliip of

the troops ;il\vays devolved on the yonnger and
more warlike Josliwa. His only distinguished ac-

quirements were tliose which he had learne"^ ^mong
the people, with whom he was al)out to enter on this

extraordinary contest; all the wisdom he possessed,

was the wisdom of the Egyptians.
The credentials which .Mos( s produced in order

to obtain auttiority over his own people, and the

means of success on which he e ilculated, in his bold

design of wresting these mis.rable Flelots from
their unwilling masters, were a direct commission
from the God of their fathers and a power o(

working preternatural wonders. His narrative was
simple and imposing. The Sea o.' Kdom, or the Red
Sea, terminates in two narrow >;idfs, the western
running up to the modern Isthnnis of Suez, the

eastern extending not quite so far to the north. In

the mountainous district between these two forks

of the sea, stands a remarkable emnence with two
peaks, higher than the neighbouring ridge, the S(mth-

eastern, which is much the loftiest, (ailed Sinai, the

north-western Horeb. Into these solitudes Moses
had driven his flocks, when suddenly he beheld a

bush kindling into flame, yet rem lining uncon-

sumed. A voice was next heard, which announced
the presence of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and declared the compassion of the Almighty
toward the suffering race of Israel, th nr approacn-

ng deliverance, their restoration to he rich and
fiuitful land of Canaan; designated .\'oscs as the

man who was to accomplish this great undertaking,

and ended by communicating that myst>Tious name
of the great Deity, which implies in its few preg-

nant monosyllables, self-existeace and eternity. " 1

am that I am." Closes, di:hdeui of his own capa
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City to ronduct so trreat an enterprise, betrayed his

reluctance. Two separate miracles, the transfor-

mation of his rod or shepherd's staff into a serpent,

the immediate wilherin"- of his hand with leprosy,

and its as immediate restoration; the promise of

power to eflect a third, the ciumgc of water into

blood, inspired him with courage and resolution

to set forth on his appointed task. Such was his

relation before the elders of the people : for even in

their bondage this sort of government by the heads
of families seems to have been retained among the

descendants of Jacob. Aaron, his brother, who had
gone forth by divine command, as he declared, to

meet him, enters boldly into the design. The peo-
ple are awed by the signs which are displayed, and
yield their passive consent. This is all that Moses
requires ; for while he promises deliverance, he does
not insist on any active co-operation on their part;

he enjoins neither courage, discipline, enterprise, nor
mutual confidence, nothing which might render in-

surrection formidable, or indicate an organized plan

of resistance.

The kings of Egypt probably held that sort of

open court or divan, usual in oriental monan-hies,
in which any one may appear who would claim
justice or petition for favour. Moses and Aaron
stand before this throne, and solicit the temporary
release of all their people, that they may oflei

sacrifice to their God. The haughty monarch not

only rejects their demand, but sternly rebukes the

presumptuous interference of these self-constituted

leaders. The labours of the slaves are redoubled;
they are commanded not merely to finish the same
portion of work in the brick-field, but to provide
themselves with straw; they are treated with still

greater inhumanity, and severely chastised because
they cann(»t acc()m|)lisli the imjjracticable orders ol

their taskmasters. Tlic wretched people charge the

<ggravati<»n of llieir niis-Mii-s im Moses and Auroiu
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whose influence, iiistofid of increasinp lapirlly, de
clines, and pives plnce to aversion and bitter re.

preaches. Yet the deliverers neither h)8e their

courage nor depart from their h)fty assurance oi

success. The God of their fathers assumes that

ineffable name, Jehovah (the Faithful and Unchange-
able), wtich the Jews dare not pronounce. That
release, ^vhich they cannot obtain by the fair means
of persuasion, Moses and Aaron assert that they
will extort by force from the reluctant kinjr. Again
they appear in the royal presence, having announced,
it should seem, theii pretensions to miraculous
powers ; and now conmienced a contest, unequal it

would at first appear, between two individuals of an
enslaved people, and tlie whole skill, knowledge, or
artifice of the Egyptian priesthood, whose sacred
authority was universally acknowledged ; their in-

timate af, juaintance with all the secrets of nature
extensi\« , their reputation for magical powers
firmly o^vablished with the vulgar. The names of

the print pal opponents of Moses, Jannes and Jam-
bres, ar-j reported by St. Paul from Jewish tradi-

tions ; a/ 1 it is curious that in Pliny and Apuleius
the na'fl' s of Moses and Jannes are recorded as
celebraU'i proficients iu magical arts.

The C'. ntest began in the presemre of the king.

Aaron cxii down his rod, which was instantaneously
transfonned into a serpent. The magicians per-

former] the same feat. The dexterous tricks which
the eastern and African jugglers play with serpents

will easily account for this without any supernaiural
assistance. It might be done, either by adroitly

substituting the serpent for the rod ; or by causing
the serpent to assume a stiff appearance like a rod

or staff, which being cast down on the ground might
become again pliant and animated. But Aaron's
serpent swallowed up the rest—a circumstance,
however extraordinary, yet not likely to work con-
viction upon a people familiar with such feats, which
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A.ay ascribed to maorie. Still the slaves had now
assumofi counig-e, thoir demands were more peremp-
tory, their wonders more jjeiieriil and puhlie. The
plagues of Keypt. which successively afflicted the
priesthood, the kin?, and almost every deity ho-
noured in their comprehe isive pantheon,—which
infected every element, ai'd rose in terrific grrada-

tion, one above the other, now befj-an. Pharaoh
was standing on the brii.k of the sacred river, the
g'reat object of Ean^^ptian adoration, not improbably
in the performance of some ceremonial ablution,

or making- an offerinof to the native deity of the
land. The leaders of the Israelites approached,
and renewed their demind for freedom. It was re-

jected ; and at once the holy river, with all the
waters of the land, were turned to blood. The fish,

many of which wen; objects of divine worship,
nerished. Still the priesthood were not yet bafl[!ed

The Egf\'ptians haviiig- dusf for fresh and pure water,
m some of these aitificial tanks or reser\'oirs, the
magicians contriveil to effect a similar change. As
their holy abhorre-ice of blood would probably pre
vent them from 'hscharcring- so impure a fluid into

the new reservoirs, they miafht, without great diffi-

culty, produce tlie appearance by some secret and
chymical mean*^. The waters of the Nile, it is well
known, about iheir period of increase, usually as-

sume a red liug-e, either from the colour of the
Fthiopian so'l, which is washed down, or from a

number of insects of that colour. Writers, who
endeavour to account for these miracles by natural
means, suppose that Moses took the opportunity of

this perioilical chan<re to terrify the superstitious

Kgypti^''^. Yet, that Moses should place any re-

liance on, or the Egyptians feel the least apprehen-
sion at. nn ordinary occurrence which took place
every year, seems little less incredible than the
oiiracle itsolf. For seven days the god of the river

•Vcis thus rebuked before the Cod of the stranger
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instead of the soft anrl delicious water, spoken of by
travellers as peculiarly pratefiil to the tastf, the

f(Pti(l stream ran witli that of which the Ktr\-piiaiis

had the irrcatest alihorrence. To shed, or even to

behold blood, was rcpiioiiaiit to all their feelinirs and
prejudices. Still the km<r was inflexible, and from
the sacred stream was df'rived the second plajTue.

The whole land was suddenly covered with froij-s.

The houses, the chambers, even the places where
they prepared their food, swarmed with these loath-

some reptiles. It is undoubtedly possible that the

corrupted waters miyht quicken the birth of these

creatures, the spawn of which abounded in all the

marshy and irritrated districts. Hence the priests

would have no difficulty in brinofinff them forth in

considerable numbers. The sudden cessation of

this mischief at the prayer of IMoses is by far the

most extraordinary part of this transaction,—in one
day all the frog-s, except those in the river, were de-

stroyed. So far the contest had been maintained

without manifest advantagre on either side. But the

next plaffue reduced tlie antasronists of Moses to a

more difficult predicament. With the priesthood

the most scrupulous cleanliness was ins(>parable

from their sanctity. These Bramins of Ksy'pt, so

fastidiously abhorrent of every kind of personal im-

purity that they shaved every part which miffht pos-

sibly harbour vermin, practised ablutions four times

a-day, wore no sfarments but of the finest linen, be-

cause woollen miirht conceal either filth or insects,

heard with the g-reatest horror, that the dirt had been

chang'ed into lice, and that this same vermin, thus

called into existence, was spreadinor over the whole
country After a vain attempt, notwithstandinof their

prejudices, to imitate their opponent, they withdrew
for the present from the contest. But th*^ pride of

the kiuCT was not yet broken, and the plaLaies fol-

'owed in rapid and dr'^adful succession. Swarms
of flies, or rather musquitoes, in unusual numbers
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covered the whole hind: by the intercession of

Moses t ley were dispersed. iSext, all the cattle, oi

every description, were smitten with a destructive
murrain, all but those of the Israelites, wlio were
exempt from this as from the former calamity. This
last blow might seem to strike not menly at the
wealtii, but at an important part of the reiijiion of

Eg-ypt, their animal worship. The goal worsliipped
it i\Iendes, tlie ram at Tiiebes, t!ie more generai
deity, the bnll Api«, were perhaps mvolved in the

universal destruction. Still this is by no means
certain, as the plague seems to have fallen only on
the animals wliicli were in the open pastures; it ii

clear that the war-horses escaped. If this plagur

reached the deities, the next was aimerl at tin

sacred persons of the priestiiood, no h!ss than at th.

meaner people. Moses took the aslu s of the Au-
naee, perhaps the brick-kiln in which the wretched
slaves were labouring, cast them into the air, and
where they fell the skin broke out in boils. The
magicians, in terror and bodily anguish, tied .-isvay

It is impossible to read the following passage from
Plutarch without observing so remarkable a coin-

cidence between the significant action of Moses and
the Eg\'ptian rite, as to leave little doubt that some
allusion was intended. " In the city of lOiliiliuia,"

as Manetho relates, calling them Typhonian, (as

s icrificed to Ty-phon) " they burned men alive, and
wirmowing their ashes, scattered them in the air and
dispersed them." Tlic usual objects of these sai-ri-

fices were people with red hair, doubtless their old

enemies the shepherds. Had any of flie Israelites

suffered in these horrid furnacfs, it would a(l<l sin-

gular force and justice to the punishment inflicted on
the priests and people. It would thus have been from
ihe ashes of their own victims, that their skins were
Durning with insufferable agony, and lu-eakiug out
nil<i loathsome disease. The next plague, though
in most tropical climates it would have been ai'
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ordinary occurroncf', in Ejryj)!, was an event a« un-

usual ,\» alarmintf. All ancient and niorlern writtrn

agree that rain, ihinijrh by no means unknown,
falls hut seldom in that eountiy. It appearn to be
rather less nnc(immon now than formerly. Accord-
ing to Herodotus it rained once at Tliebes, and the

circumstance excited general apiirehension. "There,
at present," says Helzoni, •' two or three days of

moderate rain generally occur during the wuuer."
But lower down, in the part of the valley where
these events took place, it is still an uncommon,
though not an unprecedented j)henomenon. Has-
selquist saw it rain at Alexandria and other parts

of the Delta : Poeock saw even hail at Faiume.
Ordinarily however the Nile, with its periodical

overflow and constant exhalations, supplies the

want of the cool and refreshing shower. Now, ac-

cording to the prediction of Moses, a tremendous
tempest burst over the country. Thunder and hail,

ami fire mingled with the hail, " that ran upon the

ground," rent the branches from the trees, and laid

prostrate the whole harvest. From the cultivation

of flax, Egypt possessed the great linen manufac-
ture of the ancient world ; on the barley the com-
mon people depended for their usual drink, the rich

soil of Egypt in general being unfit for the vine.

Both these crops were totally destroyed. The rj'e

and the wheat, being later, escaped. This tempest
must therefore have taken place at the beginning of

March. By this time the inflexible obstinacy of the

king began to fail; on the deliverance of the country
from this dreadful visitation, he engaged to release

the bondsmen. At the word of Moses the storm
ceased. Still, to deprive the whole land of so valua-

ble a body of slaves seemed too great a sacrifice to

the policy, and too humiliating a concession to the

pride of the monarch. To complete the desolation

of the country, the corn lands were next laid waste
by other means of destruction. The situatioti ol
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Egypt usually secures the country from th,tt worst
enemy to the fertility of the Asiatic provinces, the

locusts As these insects fly in general from east

to west, and cannot remain on the winu- for any
length of time, the width of the Red Sea presents a

secure barrier to their invasions. Their dreadful

ravage is scarcely exaggerated by the strong images
of the prophets, particularly the sublime description

in Joel. Where they alight, all vegetation at once
disappears; not a blade of grass, not a leaf escapes
them; the soil seems as if it were burnt up by fire;

they obscure the sun as with a cloud; they cover
sometimes a space of nine miles, and tlnui they

manrh on in their regular files till
'' the land u-hick

was as the garden of Eden before them, behind them
is a desolate uilderuess.'''' i<uvh was the next visita-

tion which came to glean the few remaining signs

of the accustomed abundance of Egypt, spared by
the tempest. A strong and regular east wind brought
the fatal cloud from the Arabian shore, or, according

to the Septuagint translation, a south wind from the

regions of Abyssinia. The court now be^-an to mur-
mur at the unbending spirit of llie king; on the in-

timation of this new calamity lie had determined to

come to terms. He offcn^d to permit all the adults

«o depart, but insisted on retaining the children,

either as hostages for the return of the parents, or

.n order to perpciuate a race of slaves lur the future.

Now he was for an instant inclined to yield this

point; but when the west wind 1 ad driven these

d'^stroying ravagers into the sea, 1" ^ itrcalled all his

cvjncessions, and continued steadfast in his former

resolutions of resistance to the utmoL<t. At length,

therefore, their great divinity, the Sun, svas to be

put to shame before the God of the slav(' and the

stranger. For three whole days, as Moses stretc^hed

his hand toward heaven, a darkness, described with

unexampled force as a oarknkss that inuhht be felt,

Overs])read the land : not merely was the sun unable
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to ponotratR tho [rlnom, and fnlipliffn his favoured
land, but tlicj' could distintrnish nolhinjr, and wf-re

constrained to sit in awf-struck inactivity. The
knig' would now irladly consent to the de[)arlure of

the whole race, children as well as irrown-up men;
yet, as all the latter jjlagiues, tlie flies, the murrain,
the hail, the locusts, the darkness had spared the

land of (ioshen, the cattle of that district, in the
exhausted state of the eountiy, was invaluahle; lu'

demands that these should be surrendered as the

price of freedom. " Our cattle also shall go with
us, not a hoof shall be left behind," replies his inex-

orable antagonist. Thus, then, the whole kingdom
of Egypt had been laid waste by successive calami-
ties ; the cruelty of the oppressors had been dread-
fully avenged ; all classes had suffered in the un-

discriminating desolation. Their pride had been
humbled; their most sacred prejudices wounded;
the Nile had been contaminated; their dwellings
polluted by loathsome reptiles; their cleanly per-

sons defiled by vermin; their pure air had swarmed
with troublesome insects ; their cattle had perished
by a dreadful malady; their bodies broken out with
a filthy disease ; their early harvest had been de-

stroyed by the hail, the later by the locusts; an
awful darkness had enveloped them for three days,
but still the deliverance was to be extorted by a ca-

lamity more dreadlul than all these. The Israelites

will not depart poor and empty-handed ; they will

receive some compensation for their years of hard
and cruel servitude ; they levy on their awe-struck
masters contributions in gold, silver, and jewels.

Some, especially later writers, have supposed thai

they exacted these gifts by main force, and with

arms in their hands. Undoubtedly, though the Is-

raelites appear to have offered no resistance to the

Egyptian horsemen and chariots which pursued
Uiem in the desert, they fight with the Amalekites,
and aftetward arrive, an armed people, on the bor-
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ders of Canaan. Josephus accounts for this, but
not quite satisfactorily, by supposing that they got
possession of the urir.s of the l>gyptians, washed
ashore after their destruction in the Red Sea. Dut
the general awe and confusion are sufficient to ex-
phun the facility with wliicii the Israelites collected
these treasures. The slaves had become objects of
Buperstitious terror; to propitiate them with gifts

was natural, and their leader authorized their recep-
tion of all presents which might thus be offered.

The night drew on, the last night of servitude to the
people of Israel, a night of unprecedented horror to

the ancient kingdom of Egypt. The Hebrews were
employed in celebrating that remarkable rite, which
they had observed for ages down to the present day.
The Passover, the memorial that God passed over
them when he destroyed tlie first-born of all Egypt,
has been kept under this significant name, and still

is kept as the memorial of iheir deliverance from
Egypt by every faithful descendant of Abraliam.
Each family was to sacrifice a lamb without blemish,

to anoint their door-posts and the lintels of their

houses with its blood, and to feast upon the remain-
der. The sacrifice was over, the feast concluded,
when that dreadful event took place, which it would
be presumptuous profanation to relate except in the

words of the Hebrew annalist. "And it came to

pass, that at midnight the Lord smole all the first-

born in the land of Egj'pt, from the first-born of

Pharaoh that sat on the throne, unto the first-born

of the captive that was in tlic dungeon, and all the

first-born of the cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in

the niglit, he and all his servants, and all the Egj'p-

tians ; and there was a gr^at cry in Egypt, for there

was not a house where tin re was not one dead.'

The horrors of this night may be better conceived,
when we call to mind that the Egyptians were noted
for the wild and frantic waihngs with which they
lamented their dead. Screaming women rush about
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with dishfivpllod hair, troops of people asspmble Iv

tumultuous rommiscraiion around the house, where
a sinffle corpse is laid out—and now every house
and every family had its vietim. Flehrcw tralition

has increased tl;e horror of the calamity, asserting

that the tem|)les were shaken, the idols overthrown,
the sacred animals, chosen as the first-born, involved

in the universal destruction. Wliile every house-

hold of Eci'vpt was occupied in its share of the gene-

ral calamity, the people of Israel, probably drawn
together during the suspension of all labour, caused
by the former calamities, or assembled in Goshen
to celebrate the new national festival already or-

ganized by a sort of discipline among the separate

tribes; with all their flocks and herds, with sufficient

provisions for an inmiediate supply, and with the

booty they had extorted from their masters, stood

prepared as one man for the siirnal of departure.

During the night the permission, or rather entreaty,

that they would instantly evacuat?' the country, ar-

rived, yet no one stirred before the morning, per-

haps apprehensive lest the slaughter should be attri-

buted to them, or in religious fear of encountering
the angel of destruction. The Egyptians became
only anxious to accelerate their departure, and thus

the Hebrew people set forth to seek a land of free-

dom, bearing with them the bones of their great

ancestor Joseph. Their numbers, not reckoning
the strangers who followed them, most of whom
probably fell off during the march, amounted to

600,000 adults, which, according to the usual cal-

culations, would give the total sum of the people

at 2,500,000 or 3,000,000.* From the point of re-

union, at which the several bodies had collected.

Rameses, probably another name for Goshen, the

borders of Canaan might have been reached, even
by 80 great a multitude, in a few weeks. Two

* The question of the numbers will be discussed in a future notft
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routes led to Canaan; one northward, near the sea,
but this was oc-cupied by the Philistines, a very
warlike people, with whom the Israelites were not
yet sufficiently disciplined to contest their passage.
The other passed immediately round the head of
the western branch of the Red Sea, coming upon
part of the modern track of the caravans from
Cairo to Suez. Their first march was to Succoth,
orig-inally a place of tents, and which probably
afterward grew up into a village. Joscphus con-
siders it the same with Latopolis. From Succoth
they advanced to ]"]tli;ini, by some supposed to be a

castle or small town at the extreme point of the
Red Sea, by Jabloiiski derived with great proba-
bility from an Egyptian word signifying the termi-
nation of the sea. Here they were on the borders
of the desert; should they once advance to any dis-

tance in that sandy and barren region they were safe

from pursuit; the cluiriots of P>zypt, or even the
horsemen, would scarcely follow tliem far on a track
only suited for the camel, and where the want of

water, the fountains being already consumed by the
flying enemy, would effectually delay the advance of

a large army. On a sudden the mar(;h of the Israel-

ites is altered ; instead of pressing rapidly onward,
keeping the sea on their right hand, and so heading
the gulf, they strik;' to the south, with the sea on
their left, and deliberately encamp at no great dis-

tance from the shore, at a place called Pi-hahiroth,

explained by some the mouth or opening uito the

mountains. This, however, as well as mueii msre
learned etymology, by which the site of Migdol
and Baalzephon, as well as Pi-hahiroth, has been
fixed, must be considered very uncertain. The
king, recovered from his panic, and receiving in-

telligence that the Israelites had no thoughts of

return, determined on pursuit: intelligence of this

false movement, or at l-nst of this unnecessary delay
pn the part of tiie Is':i';ii<s, encoinaged his hopes
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of vengeance. Tlie great castr of tfif warriors, the

second in dignity, were regularly (|iiartcr(;d in cer-

tain cities on the different frontiers of the kingdom,
so that a consiilerahle force could he mustered on
any emergency. With great r;i[)idity he drew to-

gclher COO war chariots, and a multitude of others,

with their full equipment of officers. In the utmost
dismay the Israelites beheld the plain behind them
glittering with the hostile arrjiy; before them lay

the sea, on the right impracticable passes. Resist-

ance does not seem to have entered their thoughts
they were utterly ignorant of military discipline

perhaps unarmed, and encumbered with their fami-

lies and their flocks and herds. Because there wert
no graves in Egypt, they exclaimed, in the bitter-

ness of their despair, hast thou taken us away to die

in the wilderness ? Their leader alone preserved his

calmness and self-possession, and an unexpected in-

cident gave temporary relief to their apprehensions.
A. remarkable pillar, of cloud by day and fire by
niglit, had preceded their march ; it now suddenly
shifts its position, and stations itself in the rear, so
as to conceal their movements from the enemy,
showing the dark side to them, while the bright one
gave light to the Hebrew camp. But this could not

avail them long ; they could hear, at still diminishing
distance, the noise of the advancing chariots, and the

cries of vengeance from the infuriated Kgyptians.
On a sudden Moses advances toward the sea, ex-
tends his rod, and a violent wind from the east begins
to blow. The waters recede on both sides, a way
appears; at nightfall, probably about eight o'clock,

the caravan begins to defile along this awful pass.

The wind continued in the same quarter all the
night ; but immediatel)^ they had passed r>ver, and
while the Eiryptians, madly plunging after them,
were in the middle of the passage, (he wind as sud-
denly fell, the waters rushed back into their bed, the

heavy chariot-wheels of the pursuers sank into the
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and, broke and overthrew the chariots, and in thi«

state of confusion the sea swept over the whole host,

and overwhelmed the king and all the flower of the

Egyptian army. Such is the narrative of Moses,
which writers of all ages have examined, and, ac-

cording to the bias of their minds, have acknow-
ledged or denied the miraculous agency, increased

or diminished its extent. At an early period, his-

torians (particularly in Egypt) hostile to the Jews,
asserted that Moses, well acquainted with the tides

of the Red Sea, took advantage of the ebb, and passed
over his army, while the incautious Egyptians,
attempting to follow, were surprised by the flood

and perished. Yet, after every concession, it seems
quite evident that, without one particular wind, the

ebb tide, even in the narrowest part of the channel,
could not be kept back long enough to allow a num-
ber of people to cross in safety. We have then the

alternative of supposing, that a man of the consum-
mate prudence and sagacity, and the local know-
ledge, attributed to Moses, altered, suspended, or at

least did not hasten his march, and thus deliberately

involved the people, whom he had rescued at so much
pains and risk, in the danger of being overtaken by
the enemy, led back as slaves, or massacred, on the

chance that an unusually strong wind would blow
at a particular hour, for a given time, so as to keep
back the flood, then die away and allow the tide to

return at the precise instant when the Egyptians
were in the middle of their passage.

Different opinions, as to the place where the
passage was effected, have likewise been supported
with ingenuity and research. The one carries the
Israelites nearly seventy miles down the western
shore of the sea, to Bedca, where it is said that an
inlet, now dry, ran up a defile in the mountains;
that in this defile, the opening of which was the
Pihahiroth of Moses, and wliicli ended in this iidet

of the sea called, according to the advocates of
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this hypothesis, Chisma, the IsraHites were eaughl
as in what is commonly cailcfl a cul-fl(>-sac. Here,
however, the sea is nearly twelve miles broad,
and the time is insufTicient to allow so gjeat a
multitude to pass over, particularly if thoy did not,

as some Jewish writers suppose, send their families

and cattle round the head of the gulf. The other
hypothesis rests chie/ly on the authority of the

Danish traveller Niebuhr, who had iiivesti;rated the

question on the spot. He supposes that the passage
was effected near the modern Suez, which occupies
the site of an old castle, called by the Arabians al

Kolsuin, a name apparently derived from the Greek
Klusma. Here Niebuhr himself forded the sea, which
is about two miles across, but he asserts confidently

that the chaiuiel must formerly have been much
deeper, and that the gulf extended much farther to

the north, than at present. The intelligent Burck-
hardt adopts the views of Niebulir. Here, besides
that the sea is so much narrower, the bottom is flat

and sandy; lower down it is full of sliarp coral

rocks, and sea-weed in such large (piaiuities, that

the whole gulf is called by a name, Jl Souf, which
signifies the weedy sea. Still, wherever the pas-

sage was effected, the Mosaic account can;.ot fairly

be made consistent with the exilusion of preterna-

tural agency. Not to urge the literal meaning of

the waters being a wall on the right hand and on the

left, as if they had stood up sheer and abrupt, and
then fallen back again ; the Israelites passed through
the sea with deep water on both sides; and any ford

between two bodies of water must have been pass-

able only for a few people at one precise point of

time. All comparisons, therefore, to marclies like

that of Alexander, cited by Josephus idly, and in his

worst spirit of compromise, are entirely inapplica-

ble. That bold general took the opportunity of the

receding tide to conduct his army round a bluff head-

land in Pamphvli;u called Clinuix, where, during
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high water, there was no beach between the cliffs

and the sea. But what would this or any othei
equally daring measures in the history of war, be
to the generalship of Moses, who must thus have
decoyed his enemy to pursue him to the hanks of
tlie sea, and so nicely calculated the time, tiiat the
lowest ebb should be exactly at the hour of his
greatest danger, wlile the whole of the pursuini:
army should be so infatuated, and so ignorant (;l

ttie tides, as to follow them without any appn-heii-
sion of the returning Hood? In this case Moses
would appear as formidable a rival to the military
fame of Alexaiuh^r, as to the legislative wisdom of
Solon or Lycurgus.

This great event was not only preserved in the
annals of the Jewish people, it was likewise, as
might be expected, the great subject of their na-
tional poetry. But none of their later bards sur-
|)assed,or perhaps equalled, the hymn which Moses,
their bard as well as their leader and lawgiver,
composed on the instant of their deliverance, and
which was solcmidy chanted to the music of the
timbrel. Wluit is the Roman arch of triumph, or
the pillar crowded with sculpture, compared, as a
memorial, to the Hebrew song of victory, which,
having survived so many ages, is still fresii and vivid
as ever; and excites the same emotions of awe and
piety in every human breast susceptible of such
feelings, which it did so many ages past in those of
the triumphant ciiildrcn of Israel.

Local traditions have retained the remembrance
of the same memorable catastrophe, if not with
equal accuracy, with equal fidelity. The super-
stitious Arahs still call fountains or wells by the
names of Moses and Piiaraoh. The whole coast ig

looked on witli awe. Wherever, says Niebuhr, you
ask an Arab where the l^iryptians were drowned, he
points to the part of the sliore nhere you are stand-
ing. 'I'here is one bjv, however, where in the roar-

r.—
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in<r of the waters they pretend to hear the cries ano
wailiiiirs of th(! {gliosis of Pliaraoli'.s army. If these

were mere inoiicrn notions, tliey would be of little

value; but l)i(t(ioni» Siculiis states as a tradition

derived by the Icthyophasci (the people who live on
fish), from tlieir remote forefathers, that once an
extraordinary reflux took plaee, the chamiel of thf

gulf l)ei-ame dry, the green bottom a[)pearing, and
the whole body of water rolling away in an oppo-
site (iirf'ction. After the dry land in the deepest

part had been seen, an extraordinary flood tide came
in, and restored the whole channel to its former
state.

The history of the Jewish Kxodus, or deliverance
from Kgypt under the direction of Moses, was un-

doubtedly preserved in the Eg\'ptian records, and
from thence was derived the strange and disfigured

story which we read in Diodorus, Strabo, Justin, and
Tacitus. Unfortunately, the ancient enmity between
the Elgyptian and Hebrew people was kept alive by
the civil, religious, and literary dissensions and
jealousies under the reign of the Ptolemies in Alex-
andria. Josephns, in his treatise against Apion, has
extracted the contradictory accounts of his ances-
tors, from three Egyptian historians, >ranetho,

Chaeremon, and Lysimachus. In each of these

there is the same attempt to identify or connect the

Jews with the earlier shepherd-kings, the objects of

peculia) detestation to the Egyptian people. So
much is their history interwoven, that some learned

writers, probably Josephns himself, considered the

whole account of the fierce and conquering shep-

herds a fable, built on the history of the Israelites

He states, though in somewhat ambiguous terms,

that in another cop3' of Manetho the word Hyksos,
usually translated shepherd-kings, was also rendered
shepherd-captives. Yet the Egyptian monuments
seem conclusively to prove the existence of this

distinct and savage race of conquerors. In othei
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points the Egyptian accounts are equally contradic-

tory, they confound or associate together at one time
Osarsiph (Joseph) and Moses. All agree in de-
si-ribing the Jews as a people of lepers, a disease to

which, notwithstanding the indignation of Josepiius,

they were in all likelihood very subject. The wise
precautions of the Lawgiver against tlie maladv
prove its prevalence. Quarantine laws are only
strictly enforced where there is g-reat danger of the
plague.

There are other points of Jewish history where
their ignorance or misrepresentHtion is unquestiona-
ble. They ascribe to Moses, or evei) to the earlier

shepherds, the foundation of Jerusalen? and its tem-
ple. The testimony of the Jews, unsuspicious at

least on this point, shows that they were not in pos-
session of Jerusalem till the reign of David, and that

down to that period it was nothing more than a hill-

fort, inhabited by the Canaanites. In short, the

whole history betrays the controversialist of a mucli
later period, working on materials so obscure and
imperfect, as easily to be disfigured and distorted by
national animosity. Still these traditions are not
without their value ; they confirm the plain leading
facts of the Mosaic narrative, the residence of the

Hebrews in Egypt, their departure under the

guidance of Moses, and the connexion of that de-

parture with some signal calamity, at least for a

time, fatal to the power and humiliating to the prid^
iif Egypt.
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BOOK III

THE DESERT.

ne Mareh—Mount Sinai—fJrlivrry of the Law— The Tabemaele.—
The Laie.

Thus free and triumphant the whole people of

Israel set forth upon their pilgrimage toward the

promised land, a land described in the mo^t glow-,

ing language, as flowing with milk and honey. Bui

at present an arid and thirsty desert lay hefore them,
long levels of sand or uneven stony ground broi<en

by barren ridges of rugged mountains, with here

and there a green spot where a few palm-trees over-

shadowed a spring of miming water. Extraordi-

nary as it may seem, we ean almost trace their

march, at least in its earlier stations ; for, while the

face of cultivated countries and the manners of

civilized nations are in a perpetual state of change,

the desert and its inhabitants are alike unalterable.

The same wild clans pitch their tents in the same
valleys, where waters which neither fail nor increase

give nourishment to about the same extent of vege-

tation. After three days' march through the wild'^r-

ness of Shur, the Israelites reached the well of

Marah, but here a grievous disappointment awaited

them. As they rushed to slake their burning lips

in the stream, they fmuid it, uidike the soft and

genial waters of the Nile, so bitter that it could not

be drunk. From Ajoun Moiisa (the wells of Moses),

near that part of the sea where Xiebuhr supposes

that the passage was made, the observant and accu-

rate Burckhardt travelled in 15 hours and a quarter

{a good three days' niarcli for a whole people likfi
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the Israelites) to a well called Howaia, " the water
of which is so bitter, that men cannot drink it: and
even camels, if not very thirsty, refuse to taste it."

The spring was sweetened by the branch of a tree,

which Moses, by divine direction, cast into it, whether
from the natural virtue of the phml seems uncertain.

A plant with this property is indicated in the papers

of Forskal, who travelled with Niebuhr as botanist,

and is said to be known in tlie East Indies. Burck-

hatdt suggests the berry of the Gharkad, a shrub

which grows in the neighbourhood.* From hence
the caravan passed on to Elim, which all travellers

place in the valley of Girondel or Gharondel. Here
they rested under the shade of seventy palm-trees,

with twelve springs of water bubbling up around them.
Nine outofthetwelvewells still remain, and thepalm-
trees have spread out into a beautiful grove. The
natives pointed out to Shaw a spot called Hummun
Mousa, where the household of Moses are said to have
pitched their tents. In this delightful resting-place,

the nation reposed for a month ; and then set forth

again, not in the direction of Palestine, but towards
that mysterious mountain where the Almighty had
first made himself known to Moses. Their route lay

at no great distance from the sea, several of the val-

leys which it crossed led down to the shore ; at the

end of one of these, probably that called by Burck-
hardt the Wady Taybe, they halted on the beach.

From thence they struck into the wilderness, but by
this time their provisions totally failed, and the dread-

ful prospect of perishing by famine in this barren and

thirsty desert arose before their eyes. Of all iiuman

miseries, both in apprehension and reality, to die

slowly of hunger, and to see others, to whom we can

afford no assistance, die around us, is undoubtedly the

worst. The Israelites beti'an to look back to Egypt,

where, if they suffered toil and oppression, at least

they never wanted food. All was forgotten, the mira-

cles wrought in their favour, the promises of divine

* See note, page 117.
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prntpcfion, the authority of tlirir loHilfr. Mtirmuni of

(liscontfiU sprfjid tlironfrh the camp, till at Ifiietfi the

wliolc body hroke <Mit into o[)('n rcinoiistranccs. But

their AhiiilMity Protector had not abandoned them
and in his nanw, w ilbont hesitation, Moses promised

an innnediate and ph'ntifnl siififily. In the sprin(r of

the year, (]naiis, miirratory birds, pass in larpe flocks

over the Arabian peninsula; they are verj' heavy on

the wino-, and their line of iWght depends nnich on the

direction of the wind. A cloud of these birds was
suddenly wafted over the camp of the Israelites, and

fell around them in immense numbers. Nor was this

all, in the moniinij, exactly as Moses had foretold, the

pronnd was covered with manna. This is now <-learly

ascertained by Seetzen and Burckhardt, to be a

natural production; it distils from the thorns of the

tamarisk, in the month of June. It is still collected

by the Arabs before sunrise, when it is coagulated,

but it dissolves as soon as the sun shines upon it.

"Its taste is agreeable, somewhat aromatic, and as

sweet as honey. It may be kept for a year, and is

only found after a wet season." It is still called by

the Bedouins " mann."* The quantity now collected,

for it is only found in a few valleys, is very small ; the

preternatural part therefore of the Mosaic narrative

consists in the immense and continual supply, and the

circumstances under which it was gathered, particu-

larly its being preserved firm and sweet only for the

Sabbath-day. The regulation that enough, and only

enough, for the consumption of the day should be co'

lected at a time, seems a prudent precaution, enforced

by the remarkable provision that no one found that he

had collected more or less than an omer, lest the more
covetous or active should attempt to secure an unfaii

proportion, and deprive the rest of their share

After two other resting-places, at Dophkah and
Alnsh, the Israelites arrived at the foot of that awful
mountain already sanctified by the presence of their

Almighty Creator. But a new calamity, not less

insupportable than famine, the want of water, called

• Smuow. p<(« "17.
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forth new discontents and murmurs. So great was
the ext'itement that the life of Moses was endangt red.
He cried unto the Lord, saying, " What shall I do unto
this people, they be almost ready to stone me." By
the divine command, in the presence of the assembled
elders, and with the rod with which he before struck
the Nile, Moses smote the rock, and water flowed
forth ; the place was called Massah and Meribar, from
the discontents of the people. Here likewise their
fortitude, as well as their faith and patience, was put
to the trial. The camp was suddenly surrounded by
one of the wild marauding clans, the Amalekites, or,
according to Josephus, by a confederacy of all the
sheiks of the desert, determined to exterminate these
invaders of their territory. Moses delegates the
military command to Joshua, who afterward con-
ducted their armies to the conquest of Canaan. He
himself, with his brother Aaron and Hur, takes his
station on an eminence ; there, in the sight of the
whole arrj/, he raises his hands in earnest supplica-
tion to h'iaven. The Israelites, encouraged by their
trust in Divine protection, fight manfully. Still the
attack is fierce, long, and obstinate. The strength of
Moses fails, and the Israelites behold with alarm and
trepidation his arms hanging languidly down, and
their courage too begins to give way. His com-
panions observing this, place him on a stone, and sup-
port his hands on each side. The valour of the people
revives, and they gain a complete victory. This
wanton and unprovoked aggression gave rise to a per-
petual hereditary feud between the tribes ; the Amale-
kites were devoted to eternal and implacable hostility.
The fame of these successes reached the pastoral

chieftain whose daughter Moses had married. Jethro
Joins the camp with Zippoiah the wife, and Gershom
and Kliezer the sons of Moses. He is received with
great respect, and by his prudent advice the Jewish
leader proceeds to organize the body of his people
under more regular and efiective discipline. Hitherto
the whole burden of the rrliaious and civil affairs had
rested on himself: be had been the sole leader, mI*
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Jndgre, and sole interprfter of the Divine will. He
withdraws into tho more remotr and sacred charartrr,

leaving the common and daily affairs to be adminis-

tered by officers, appointed in reijnlar subordination

ov(!r the subdivisions of tlie whole people, into tens,

fifties, hun<lreds, and thousands. These arrangements

completed, the Israelites wind along the defiles of this

elevated region, till at length they come to the foot

of the loftiest peak in the whole ridge, that of iSinai.

Here, after the most solemn preparations, and under

the most terrific circumstances, the great lawgiver of

the Jews delivered that singular constitution to his

people, which presupposed their possession of a rich

and fertile territory in which as yet they had not

occupied an acre, but had hitlierto been wandering in

an opposite direction, and not even approached its

borders. The laws of a settled and civilized commu-
nity were enacted among a wandering f.nd homeless
horde who were traversing the wilderness, and more
likely, under their existing circumstances, to sink

below the pastoral life of their forefathers, than ad-

vance to the rank of an industrious agricultural com-
munity. Yet, at this time, judging solely from its

internal evidence, the law must have been enacted.

Who but Moses ever possessed such authority as to

enforce submission to statutes so severe and uncom-
promising'? yet, as Moses incontestibly died before the

conquest of Canaan, his leirislature must have taken

place in the desert. To what other period can the

Hebrew constitution be assigned ? To that of the

judges'? atimeof anarchy, warfare, or servitude! To
that of tlie kiuffs? when tlie republic had undergone
a total change ! To any time after Jerusalem became
the metropolis ? wlien the holy city, the pride and
glory of the nation, is not even alluded to in the whole
law! After the building of the temple] when it is

equally silent as to any settled or durable edifice!

After the separation of the kingdoms? when the

close bond of brotherhood had given place to im-
placable hostility ! Under Hilkiahl under Ezra^
when a great numbei of the sianites had be'-ome a
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dead letter! The law depended on a strict and
equitable partition of the land. At a later period it

(•((uld not have been put into praetice witliout the

forcil)le resumption of every individual propeny by

the state; the difficulty, of rather imiK.ssibility, o"f

such a measure, may be estiniattd !:y any reader

who is not entirely unacquaiuied with the history

of the ancient republics. Ir^ otlier respects the law
breathes the air of the desert. Enactments intended

for a people with settled habitations, and dwelling

in walled cities, are miiigled up with temporary
reg-ulations, only suited to the Bedouin encampment
of a nomad tribe. 'J here can be no doubt that the

statute book of Moses, »vith all his particular enact-

ments, still exists, and that it recites them in the

same order, if it ma j be called order, in which they

were promnl^atea.
Fiftst, however, iriust be related the circumstances

under which the ifebrew constitution was enacted.

The Israelites h ul been accustomed only to the

level of the ^reai Egyptian valley, or to the jrentlc

slopes which skiited the i)astures of Goshen; they

had been travellui<^ over the tlat sands or moderate
inecpialities ol ihe desert; the entrance into a wild

and rujr<jed mountainous region, the peaks of which
were lost in ttie clouds, must in itself have excited

awful and appalling emotions. How mui-h more so,

when these high and frowning' precipices had been
haunted bv the presence of their TJod ! Their leader

departs alone to the unseen, and apparently inac-

cessible, summit of the mountain. He returns r)ear-

ing a messaire from their God, which, while il

asserts his universal dominion over the earth, pro-

claims his selection of tlie Israelites from all the

nations, as his peculiar people ; they were to be to

the rest of mankind what the great caste of the

Egyptian priesthood was to the other classes of

that community. The most solemn purifications

are enjoined, a lir'e is !rawn and fenced at the foot

r.—
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of the mountain, wliich, on pain of flrath, tlipy are

not to transgress. It is aiinonncod, tiiat i)n the.

third day the pn'scncc of llu; Aimitrlity will display

itsflf. On tlic third day tlif wliolc fu'ople am
assomhU'd in trcnihlinfjfxpfftatioii ; the summit of

the mountain appears elothed in the thiekest dark-

ness, tremendous thunders and lii^htnine's, phe-
nomena new to the shepherds of CJoshen, whose
pastures liad escaped the preternatural tempest in

Egypt, hurst forth, and tlie ten'ors are iieightened

by a wild sound, like that of a trumpet, mingling
with, and prolonging, the terrific; din of the tempest.

The mountain seems to have shown every appear-

ance of a volcanic erufition : blazing fires, huge
columns of smoke, convulsions of the earth. Yet
a most philosophical observer has decided, from the

geological formation of the mountain, that it has
never been subject to the agency of internal fire.

The dauntless leader takes his stand in the midst
of this confusion of the elements ; the trumpet peals

still louder, and is answered by a voice distinct and
audible, but from whence it proceeded no man knew.
It summons Moses to the top of the mountain; he
returns, and still more earnestly enjoins the people

not to break through the prescribed limits. Imme-
diately on his descent, the mysterious voice utters

those ten precepts usually called the Decalogue, a

summary, or rather the first principles, of the whole
law. The precautions of Moses to restrain the

curiosity or presumption of the people were scarcely

necessary. Tlieir fears are too highly excited;

instead of approaching the sacred summit of the

mountain, they retire in terror from the place where
they were assembled, and entreat that from hence-
forth they may receive the will of God, not directly,

but through Moses, their acknowledged representa-

tive. Moses again eiUers into the darkness, and
retunis with another portion of the law. The assent
of the oeoole to these leading principles of their
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constitution is then demanded, reliorious rites are

perfomied, twelve altars raisnd, one for each tribe;

sacrifice is offered, the law read, and the coveu-uit

between God, the lawg'iver, and tlie whole pooply,

solemnly ratified by spriiiklinij them with tlie blood

of the sacrifice. Moses ai^ain ascends th'^' moun-
tain, accompanied this time by Aaron, Nalab, and
Abihu, who were selected for the priestly office, aii.i

by seventy elders of Israel. All tliese remained M
a respectful distance; yet, it is said, they saw the

God of Israel; it should seem, tlie symbolic fire

which indicated his presence, beneath which was
\\ hat appeared like a pavement of lapis-lazuli, or

sapphire, or the deep blue of the (dearest and most
cloudless heaven. Delesjatinsr the charirft of the

people to the elders, to Aaron, and Flur, Mos"s once
more as(;end(;d into the cloud, which was now at

times illuminated with the glory of the Lord, like a
devouring' fire. Forty days he remainetl on the
mountain, neither appearing nor holding any com-
munication with the ; eople. Day after day they
expected his return: the gloom and sQence of tlie

mountain remained unbroken. Had he perished?
Had he abandoned the people 1 Aaron himself is in

the same total ignorance as to the designs and the
fate of his brother. Whither shall they wander in

the trackless desert? Who shall guide them?
Their leader and their God seem equally to have
deserted them. Still utterly at a loss to compre-
hend the sublime notions of the Deity, whiidi their

leader woulfl inculcate, they sink back to the super-
stitions of the country which tliey had left. They
imperiously demand, and Aaron consents to cast an
image of gold, similar to the symbolic rcjjresenta-

tion of the great god of the l'',gyptians, under the

form of an ox or calf, and tliey begin to celebrait

this new deity with all tlie noisf , tnnult, and mei-
riment of an P^gyptian festival. When their leadei

descends he sees the whole peopli' dancing in theii
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frantic adonition around the idol. Tn the first cxcesi

of indignation he (Msts down and hrcal<s the stone

tablets, on which the law was inscrihi-d. He scizfs

the imaire, wliich was most likely of small dimen-

sions, Ihongh raised on a lofty [)ole, commands it to

be itjround or dissolved to [h)W(1(t, throws it into the

neiylil>onrinjr fountain, and forces the people to

drink the water impregnated with its dust. A mon-
tiignal punislnneiit awaits this heinous breach of ih'-

covenant. I'hc tribe of Levi espouse the cause ol

God, fall upon the people, slay the offenders, with-

out regard to kindred or relationship, till 3,000 men
lie dead upttn the field. The national crime thus

dreadfully atoned, the intercourse between the law-

giver and the Deity is renewed.* Vet the offended

God still threatens to withdraw his own visible pre-

sence, during their approaching ir.v;ision of Canaan,
that presence which he had before promised should

attend on their annies, and discomfit their enemies;
he disclaims them as his people, and gives them
over to the tutelar protection of his ansrel.

Already, before the construction of the great

tabernacle, there had been a tent set apart for public

purposes; where the councils of the leaders had

been held, and, most probably, sacrifices performed.

This tent Moses removed beyond the polluted

prec'incts of the camp : no sooner had this been

done, than the Deity appeared suddenly to return;

the people, standing before their tents, beheld the

cloud of glory taking up its station at the door of

the tabernacle into which Moses had entered. 'I'hey

bowed down at once in awe-struck adoration, while

their God and their leader held their secret council

within the tent. Within the lent a scene took place

which it is best to relate in the language of the

sacred writer. Moses, having obtained the promise

of divine protection for the people, addresses the

• Josepliu*, jealiius of ihf nation I cliararicr, omiu this whole sc«ne
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Almighty visitant—"I beseech thee show me thy
glory," that is, make me acquainted wiJh the essence
of the divme nature. And God said, " 1 will make
all my goodness pass before thee, and I will pro-

claim the name of the Lord before thee." " And he
said. Thou canst not see my face : for there shall

no man see me, and live." Mortal man cannot com-
prehend the divine nature ; but afar off, and over-

shadowed by my protection, thou shalt be favoured
with some farther revelation of the great Creator.

On the reascent of Moses to the mountain with two
new tablets of stone, this promise is thus fulfilled,—" The Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed,
—the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,

long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth,

keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear (the guilty), visiting the iniquity of the fathers

upon the children, and upon the children's children

unto the third and to the fourth generation." Such
were the notions of the Divinity, taught to a bar

barous nation in that remote period of the world
Forty days longer the lawgiver remained in secret

conference with God upon the mountain. On his

descent with the new tables of stone, the awe-struck
people beheld his countenance so radiant and daz-
zling that he was obliged to cover it with a veil ; but
it is not quite (dear, whether or not after that period,

like several of the oriental conquerors, he was con-
stantly shrouded with this veil, excepting when he
went into the taberna<;le to communicate with God.
These pure and abstract iwtions of tlie Divmity

were beyond the age and the people of Moses. Nc
religious impressions would be lasting which were
not addressed to the senses. With this view is

commenced the sacred tabernacle or pavilion-tem-

ple, which hereafter is to occupy the central place
of honour, that usually a«?i(riu'd to the king or chief-

tain of a nomadic lioi lic. 'I'iie whole nation is called
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uprr to conlriblUe to its consiriictioii and ornament.
The riches wliich tliey brought from l''<rypt, and the

arts whic'h some of them liad learned, now come
into reijtiest. From all quarters (iflTcrinLrs pour in;

l)rass, silver, pold, jewels, fine linen, embroidered

stiilTs of all colours, valuable skins, sjjices, oils, and
inrt-nso, in such profusion that tliey cannot all be

nrouiflit into use. Tlie iiiih district innnediately

iround Sinai, extendiiiff about thirty miles in dia-

metiM-, is by no means barren, the vegetation is

riclier than in other parts of the desert, streams of

water flow in the viilleys, date and other trees.

a!)oinid, and jrroves, chiefly of the black acacia (the

shittim). These latter were speedily felled, all the

artificers set to work, the women were employed in

weaving and spinning, and the whole camp assumed
a busy appearanc-e. The construction of the taber-

nacle was intrusted to the superintendence of two
skilful workmen, Bezaleel and Aholiab. The area,

or open space in which tiie tabernacle stood, was an

ohlonsj wpiare, 175 feet long by 87i wide. The
enclosure was made by twenty brazen pillars on the

north and south sides, ten to the west, and six to the

east, where the gate of entrance stood. The capitals

of these pillars were of silver; the hooks and the

rods, from which the curtains hung, of silvei.

The curtains were of fine linen or cotton, woven
iii a kind of network ; the curtain before the entrance

was of richer materials and more brilliant colours,

3>lue, purple, and scarlet, supported by four pillars,

which do not seem to have been diflferent from the

othei six that formed the eastern line of the court

With.n the court before the tabernacle stood a great

laver of brass, for the purpose of ablution, and the

altar of burnt-otferiuirs, measuring: eight feet and

three quarters each way, five feet and a quarter high.

The altar was overlaid with brass, and had a grate

of brass in the centre. It stood immediately beforw

thf gate of the tabernacle.
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The tabernacle itself was fifty-two feet and a half

long, seventeen and a half wide, and the same high.

It was made with planks of shittim wood, skilfully

fitted and held together by poles, which ran the whole
length through golden rings. The planks were over-
laid with gold. To defend it from the weather it

was hung without with curtains of a kind of canvass,
made of goat's hair, and over the whole was thrown
an awning of skins.

T^E TABERNACLE
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The interior of the tabernacle was hung with cur-

tains of the finest linen and the rirhest colours, em-
broidered with ihe mysterious fiijures called chenjhim.
'I'he tabernacle was divided into two unequal parts:

the first, or holy place, thirty-five feet long; in this

stood the golden candlestick, the golden altar of
incense, the table of show bread. The second, or

Holy of Holies, seventeen feet and a half in length,

was parted ofll'by a veil of the same costly materials

and splendid colours with the rest of the hangings,
and suspended by hooks of gold from four wooden
pillars likewise overlaid with gold.

A solemn gloom, unless when the veil was par
tially lifted, prevailed in the Holy of Holies; in the

holy place the altar was constantly fed with costly

incense, and the splendid chandelier with seven
branches, wrought with knosps and flowers, illumi-

nated the chamber, into which the daylight never
entered.

Within the most sacred precinct, which was only
entered by the High Priest, stood nothing but the

Ark or coflfer of wood, plated all over with gold, and
surmounted by two of those emblematic figures, the

cherubim, usually represented as angels under human
forms, but more probably, like the Kgyptian sphinx,

animals purely imaginary and symbolic, combining
difl^erent parts, and representing the noblest qualities

of the man, the lion, the eagle, and the ox. They
stood face to face at each extremity of the ark,

and spread their golden wings so as to form a sort

of canopy or throne. In the ark were deposited

the two tablets of stone, on which the law was
written.

The priests, who were to minister in this sump-
tuous pavilion-temple, were likewise to have holy

garments for glory and for beauty. Aaron and his

sons were desisiJiated for this office. The High
Priest wore, first a tunic of fine linen, which fitted

close, and without a fold, to his persoo* with looM



/HE ARK AND MERCY SEAT, 61



88 HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

trousers of linon ; over this a roho of blue, woven
in one piece, without sh-eves, witli a hole through

which the head passed, likewise fitted close round
the neck with a rich border, and reached to the feet,

where the loAcr rim was \nii\g with pomegranates
and little bells of gold, which sounded as he moved.
Over this again was tlie ephod, made of blue, pur-

ple, and scarlet thread, twisted with threads of gold.

It consisted of two pieces, one han<ring behind, tin;

other before, perhaps like a herald's tabard. Fri)m

the hinder one, which Innig much lower, came a

rich girdle, passing under the arms and fastened

over the breast. It had two shoulder-pieces, in

which were two large beryl stones, set in gold, on
which the names of the twelve tribes were engraved.

From these shoulder-pieces came two gold chains,

which fastened the pectoral or breast-plate; a piece

of cloth of gold a span square, in which twelve pre-

cious stones were set in four rows, each engraved
with the name of one of the tribes. Two other

chains from the lower corners fastened the breast-

plate to the lower part of the ephod.

In the breast-plate was placed the mysterious
Urim and Thummim, the nature of which was so

well known to the Jews as to require no explana-
tion—to us remains mere matter of conjecture.

The most probable opinion seems, that the two
words mean Light and Perfection, and were nothing
more than the twelve bright and perfect stones set

in the breast-plate, emblematic of the union and
consent of the whole nation, without which the high

priest might not presume to interrogate the oracle

of God. If the ora(de was given by the Urim and
Thummim itself, it seems not improbable, that tht

stones appearing bright or clouded might signify the

favour or disfavour of the Almighty ; but it is more
likely that the oracle was delivered by a voice from
the sanctuary. It is a remarkable coincidence, that

the Egyptian high p iest, according to Diodorus and
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^lian, wore round his neck, by a golden chain, a
saj^jhire gem, with an image representing Truth.
The headdress of the priest was a rich turb;in of
fine linen, on the front of which appeared a golden
plate, inscribed "Holiness to the Lord."
Such were the first preparations for the religious

ceremonial of the Jews. As this tall and sumptu-
ous pavilion rose in the midst of the coarse and
lowly tents of the people, their God seemed imme-
diately to take possession of the structure raised to

his honour. All the day the cloud, all the night
the pillar of fire rested on the tabernacle. When
the camp broke up, it rose and led the way, when
the people came to their resting-place, it remained
unmoved.
Thus the great Jehovah was formally and deli-

berately recognised by the people of Israel as their

God—the sole object of their adoration. By the
law, to which the}' gave their free and unconditional
assent, he became their king, the head of their i ivil

constitution, and the feudal lord of all their terri-

tory, of whom they were to hold their lands on cer-
tain strict, but equitable terms of vassalage. Hence
the Mosaic constitution, of which we jjroceed to give
a brief outline, was in its origin and principles en-
tirely different from every human polity. It was a

federal compact, not between the people at large and
certam members or classes of the community de-
signated as the rulers, but between tbe Founder of
the state, the proprietor of the land which they were
to inhabit, and llie Hebrew nation, selected from all

the rest of the world for some great ulterior pur-
pose. The Hebrews were not a free and indepen-
dent people entering into a primary contract in what
manner their country- was to be governed, they had
neither independence nor country but as the free gift

of their sovereign. The tenure by which they held
all their present and future blessings, freedom from
bondage, the inl eritance of the land flowing with
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milk and honey, iho. promise of iiufxamplpd fertb

lity, was tlu'ir failliful dischars^e of llicir trust, tlie

presf-rvalioii of llie great relitjioiis doctrine, the

worsliip of llie one rrreat ('reatfir. Hear, iherefirf;,

O Israel, and observe to (In it, that it mat/ he zcellTfilh

thee, anil that ye may increase mis;htily, as the fyiri

God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land
Roxsoing with niilk and honey. Hear, O Israel, the
LoHn oL'R (loD IS o.VK LoKO. Tliiis the riirhts of the

sovereitrn, not merely as God, but as the head of the

state, or theoeraey, were anterior to the ri<^hts of the

peo))le—the well-being' of the community, the idti-

mate end of human lerrislation, was subordinate and
secondary to the great purpose for which the Jews
existed as a separate community. Hence any ad-

vantage to be derived from foreign commerce, or a

larger intercourse with the neighbouring tribes,

wealth, or the acquisition of useful arts, coidd not

for an instant come into competition with the danger
of relapsing into polytheism. This was the great

national peril, as well as the great national crime.

By this they annulled their compact with their sove-
reign, and forfeited their title to the promised land
Yet by what legal provisions was the happiness of

any people, sua si bona norint, so btnuitit'ully secured
as by the Jewish constitution ? A country under a
delicious climate, where the corn-fields, the pastures,

the vineyards, and olive-grounds vied with each other
in fertility; perfect freedom and equality; a mild
and parental government, the administration ol

justice by local authorities according to a written
law; national festivals lending to promote nationa'

union ;—had the people dulj- attpreciated the bless-

ings attached to the strict and permanent ob-
servance of their constitution, poets might have
found their golden age in the plains of Galilee and
the valleys of Judiea.
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T*!*- •» nd^mental principle of the Jewish ronsti-

.^•lon. tiie purity of worship, was g-uanied hy penal
siamtt^Si and by a reli<rions cenMnoiiial, admirably
adapteCi to tlie ngv. and to thf jr"iiius of the people,

and even accounnothited, as far as possil)U\ to th(!ir

previons noiiiaihe and Kg-yptian habits and feelings.

The penal laws were stern and severe, for idolatry

was two-fold treason—against the majesty of the

sovereign, and tlie well-being of the state. The
permanence of the national blessings depended on
the integrity of the national faitli. Apostacy in the

single city, or the individual, brought, as far as was
in their power, the (nirse of barrenness, defeat,

famine or pestilence, on the whole land. It was
repressed with the most unrelenting severity. It

any cj»y was accused of this anti-national crime,

and aft ?r strict and diligent investigation was found
guilty A setting up false gods for public worship,
the ii rtabitants were to be put to the sword, no
livio^ thing, not even the cattle, spared; the whole
spp . was to be collected in a heap and l)urned, (a
wj .e regulation, lest an opulent community should
be unjustly accused and laid waste for the purpose
of plunder,) the whole city to be set on fire, razed
to the ground, and the strongest anathema pro-

nounced against any one who should attempt to re-

Duild it.—Dent. xiii. 13—18. To convict an indi-

vidual of idolatry, the testimony of two witnesses
was required ; if condemned, he was publitdy stoned
to death—the two witnesses were to cast the fir^

stone. Idolatry was of two kinds: 1st, image
worship, or the representation of the one great ('re-

ator under the similitude or svmbijlic likeness of

any created being. 'I'he history of all religion

shows the dangi-r of tliis practice. The represen-

tative symbol remains after its meaning is forgot-

ten ; and thus the most uncouth and monstrous
forms, originally harmless emblems of some attri-

bute belonging to the divinity, become the actuaJ
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deities of the vulgar woisliip. 2fl, The substitu-

tion, or whiit \v;is more iisii;il, lh(; association of

other gods with the one great fJod of tlicir fathers.

The religion of the natives, in whose territory the

Israelites were about to settle, ai)pears to have been
a depravation of the [)urer Tsabaisin, or worship of

the host of heaven. On this primitive form of ido-

hitry had gradually been engrafted a system of rites

absurd, bloody, or licentious. Among the Canaan-
ites human sacrifices were conunon—babes were
burnt alive to Moloch. The inland tribes, the Mo-
abites and Midianites, worshipped that obs<-ene

symbol, which originally represented the generative
influence of the sun, but had now become a distinct

divinity. The chastity of their women was the

offering most acceptable to Baal Peor, or the Lord
Peor. It was this inhuman and loathsome religion

which was to be swept away from the polluted ter-

ritory of Palestine by the exterminating conquest of

the .lews; against the contagion of these abomina-
tions they were to be secured by the most rigid

penal statutes, and by capital punishments summary
and without appeal. All approximation to these

horrible usages was interdicted with equal severity.

The Canaanites had no enclosed temples, their rites

were performed in consecrated or open spaces on
the summits of their hills, or under the shade of

groves devoted to their deities. The worship of

God on mountain-tops, otherwise a sublime and in-

nocent practice, was proscribed. No grove might
he planted near the allar of the Holy One of Israel,

the strictest personal purity was enjoined upon the

priests; the prohibition against prostituting their

daughters, as well as that which forbids the woman
to appear in the dress of the man, the man in \hat

of the woman, are no doubt pointed against the same
iirpure ceremonies. iN'ot merely were human sacri

fices expressly forbidden, but the animals whicl
were to be sacrificed, with every particular lobe ob-
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served, were strictly laid down. All the vulgar arts

of priestrraft, divination, witchcraft, necromancy,
were proscribed. Even a certain form of tonsure,

certain parti-coloured dresses, and other peculiar

customs of the heathen priesthoods, were specifi-

cally forbidden.

But wliile this line of demarcation between the

worshippers of one God and tlie worshippers of

idols was so strongly and precisely drawn, a rude
and uncivilized horde were not expected to attain

that pure and exalted spirituality of religion, which
has never been known except among a reasoning
and enlightened people. Their new religion minis-

tered continual excitement. A splendid ceiemonial
dazzled their senses, perpetual sacrifices enlivened
their faith, frequent commemorative festivals not

merely let loose their gay and joyous spirits, but

reminded them of all the surprising and marvellous
events of their national history. From some of their

prepossessions and habits they were estranged by
degrees, not rent with unnecessary violence. Tlie

tabernacle preserved the form of the more solid and
gigantic structures of Kgypt; their priesthood were
attired in dresses as costly, in many respects simi-

lar; their ablutions were as frequent; the exclusion
of the daylight probaHy originated in subterranean
temples hewn out of the solid rock, like those of

Ipsambul and the cave temples of India ; the use of

incense seems to have been common in every kind
of religious worship. Above all, tlie great universal

rite of sacrifice was regulated with tlu; utmost pre-

cision. It is unnecessary to enter into all these
minute particulars, still less into the remote and
typical meaning of the Jewish sacrifl^rial law. Suf-

fice it to say, tliat sa'-rifices were either national or
individual. Every morning and every evening the

smoke from the great lirazen altar of burnt-offerings

ascended in the n;une of .he whole people—on the
Sabbath two anim;ds instead of one were slaiu

I.—

[
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From particular safrificcs or ofTeriiips no one, not

ovfn llie poorest, was oxrludcd. A rcirular scale of

ol)Iatioiis was made, and the altar of llie common
(iod of Israel rejected not the small measure ol

flour which the meanest tnijrht offer. The sacrificff^

were partly pro|)iliatory, that is, voluntary acts of

reverence, in order to secure the favour of God to

tlie devout woisliip[ier : partly eucharistic, or ex-
pressive of gratitude for the divine blessings. O^
this nature were tlie first fruits. The Israelite miglit

not reap the abundant harvest, with which CJod

blessed his fertile fields, or gather in the vintage,

which empurpled the rocky hill-side, without first

making an oblation of thanksgiving to the gracious

Being, who had placed him in the land flowing with
milk and honey. Lastly, they were piacular or ex-
piatory; every sin either of the nation or the indi-

vidual, Mhether a sin committed in ignorance, or

from wilful guilt, had its appointed atonement; and
on the performance of this condition the priest had
the power of declaring the oflJ"ender free from the

punishment due to his crime. One di-.y in the year,

the tenth day of the seventh month, was set apart

for the solemn rite of national expiation. First a

bullock was to be slain, and the blood sprinkled, not

only in the customary places, but within the Holy
of Holies itself. Then two goats were to be chosen,
lots cast upon them, the one that was assigned to the

Lord was to be sacrificed, the other, on whose head
the sins of the whole people were heaped by the im-

precation of the high priest, was taken beyond the

camp and setit into the desert to Azazel, the spirit

of evil, to whom Hebrew belief assigned the waste
and howling wilderness as his earthly dwelling. An
awful example confirmed the unalterable authority

of the sacrificial ritual. At t!ie first great sacrifice

alter the consecration of tlie priesthood, on the re-

newal of the national covenant with the Deity, fire

flashed down fr uu luavtu and consumed Me burnt-
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offerings But Nadab and Abihn, the sons of Aaron,
kindled their censers witti fire, obtained from some
less pure and hallowed source ; and, haviptf thus
acted without command, were struck dead for the
offence.

The ordinary festivals of the Jewish nation were
of a gayer and more cheerful character. Every
seventh day was the Sabbath : labour ceasi-d

iroughout the wliole lauil, the slave and tlie

stranger, even the iieast of labour or burden, were
permitted to enjoy the period of ease and recreation :

while the double sanction, on whii:h the observance
of the day rested, reminded every faithful Israelite

of his God, under his twofold character of Creator
and Deliverer. All creation should rest, because on
that day the Creator rested ; Israel more particularly,

because on that day they rested from their bondage
in Egypt. In later times, as well as a day of grate-

ful recollection, it became one of public instruction

in the principles of tiie law, and of social equality

among all classes. Rich and poor, young and old,

master and slave, met before the gate of the city,

and indulged in innocent mirth, or in the pleasures
of friendly intercourse.

The new moon of the seventh month was ap-

pointed as the Feast of Trumpets ; it was in fact

the beginning of the old Hebrew, and remained thai

of the civil year. The new moon, or the first da>
of the lunar month, was not commanded by posi-

tive precept, but recognised as a festival of esta

blished usage. But if those weekly or monthly
meetings contributed to the maintenance of the re-

ligion, and to the cheerfulness and kindly brother-

hood among the separate communities, the three

great national festivals advanced those important

ends in a far higher degree. Three times a year all

the tribes asseml)led wherever the tabernacle o\

God was fixed ; all tlic males, for the legislator care-

fully guarded against any dangers which might arise
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from a promiscuous assembliitro of both sexos; be
sides that the women wciri! ill (lualified to hear the

atij^ue of journeys from the n-mote parts of the

land, and tlie liousehold offices were not to be ne-

Efiected. This regrulaiion was a master-stroke <»(

policy, to preserve the bond of union indissohible

amoufr tlie twelve federal republies, wliich formed
the early stMte. Its importance may bf; estimated

from the sintrle fju't, that, on the revolt of the l( i>

tribes, .Jeroboam did not consider his throne secure

as long as the whole people assembled at the capi-

tal; and appointed Dan and Bethel, where he set up
his emblematic calves, as the places of relii^ious

union for his own subjects. The first and greatest

of these festivals, the Passover, or rather the first

full moon, the commencement of the religious year,

was as it were the birthday of tlie nation, the day
of their deliverance from Egypt, when the angel of

death passed over their dwellings. The festival

lasted seven days, and every ceremony recalled the

awful scene of their deliverance. On the first even-

mg they tasted the bitter herb, emblematic of the

bitterness of slavery: they partook of the sacrifice,

with their loins girded, as ready for their Hight : they

eat only unleavened bread, the bread of slavery,

prepared m the hurry and confusion of their de-

parture. During the fifty days, whii-h elapsed aftei

the Passover, the harvest w;:s gathered in, and the

Pentecost, the national harvest home, summoned
the people to commemorate the delivery of th^ law
and the formation of tlie covenant, by vhich they
became the tenants of th,' luxuriant soil, the abun-
dance of which they had been stormg up. The glad-

less was to be as gen"ral as the blessing. Tlwu
nhalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou and thy

ton, and thy daughter, and thy man servant and thy

maid servant, and the Lerite that is tcithin thy °^ates,

and the stranger, and the Jlitherhss, and the Tvidotr.

The third of tiiese feasts that of tabernacles, took
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place in autumn, at the end of the vintage, in all

southern climates the great time of rejoicing and
merriment. If more exquisite mnsie and more
graceful dances accompanied the gathering in of the

grapes on the banks of the Ceplnsus ; the tabret,

the viol, and the harp, which sounded among the

vineyards of Heshhon and Kleale, were not wanting
in sweetness and gayety; and instead of the frantic

riot of satyrs and bacchanals, the rejoicing was
chastened by the solemn religious recollections

with which it was associated, in a manner remarka-
bly pleasing and picturesque. The branches of

trees were woven together in rude imitation of the

tents in which the Israelites dwelt in the desert, and
within these green bowers the whole people passed
the week of festivity. Yet however admirably cal-

culated these periodical solemnities for the maint(v
nance of religion and national unity, they were bet-

ter adapted for the inhabitants of one of the oases
in the desert, or a lonely island in the midst of the

ocean, than a nation environed on all sides by war-
like, enterprising, and invetenite enemies. At each
of these festivals, the frontiers were unguarded, the

garrisons deserted, the country left entirely open to

the sudden inroad of the neighbouring tribes. This
was not unforeseen by the lawifiver, but how was
it provided against 1 by an assurance of divine pro-

tection, which was to repress all the hostility and
aml)ition of their adversaries. / will cast out the

nations before thee, and enlarge thy border ; neither

shall any man desire thy land -when thou shall go up
to appear before the Lord three times in every year.*

The sabbatic year was anotlicr rcmarkalile instance

of departure from every rule of political wisdom,
in reliance on divine Providence. The whole land

was to lie fallow, the wliole people was given up to

legalized idleness. All danger of famine was to he

* KxiMl. XXXIV. 24.
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prevented by the siipematurally abundant barvnst of

the sixth yoar ; but it is oven more remarkable, that

serious evils did not ensue from tFiis check on the
national indiisfrv'. At the end of seven periods of

se\('n years, for that innnlxT ran throufrh the whole
of tlie Ilciin-w institutions, the jubilee was ap-
pointed.* All the estates were to revert to their

oritrnial owners, all burthens and alienations ceased,
and the whole land returned to the same state in

which it stood at the first partition. A sinffiilai

Aj^rrarian law, which maintained the o-eneral equality,
and effectually prevented the accumulation of larire

masses of property in one family, to the danger of

the national independence, and the establishment of

a ffreat landed olijrarchy.

Such was the reliijioiis constitution of the He-
brew nation. Rut if the lawgiver, educated in all

the wisdom of the Eoryptians, departed most widely
from the spirit of Eiryptian polytheism in the fun-

damental principle of his religfious institutes, the
political basis of his state was not less opposite to

that established in the kingdom of the Pharaohs.
The first, and certainly the most successful legis-

lator of antiquity, who assumed the welfare of the
whole comnuuiity as the end of his constitution,

Moses annihilated at once the artificial and tyran-
nical distinction of castes, and established political

equality as the fundamental principle of the state.

'i'he whole nation was one great caste, that of hus-
bandmen cultivating their own property. Even the
single privileged class, that of Levi, stood on a to-

tally different footing- from the sacerdotal aristo-

cracy of Egypt. With a wise originality, Moses
retained all that was really useful, and indeed, under
the circumstances of the age and people, absolutely
necessary, in a priestly order, and rejected all that

• This institution, as well as i he last, was perhaps ratliei ofaciiil thao
feligious cliaractor.
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might endanger the liberties of the people, through
their exorbitant wealth or power. In a constitution,
founded on a relig-ious basis, sacred functionaries
set apart from the mass of the j)eoplc were indis-

pensable ; where the state was governed by a writ-
ten law, minute and multifarious in its provisions,
conservators and octcasional expositors of the law
were equally requisite ; a people at first engaged in

ferocious warfare, afterward engrossed by agricul-
tural labours, without an exempt order, which should
devote itself to higher and more intellectual studies,
would soon have degenerated into ignorance and
barbarism. Besides tlie officiatintr priesthood, the
Levitical class furnished the greater number of the
judges, the scribes, the genealogists and registers

of the tribes, the keepers of the records, the geo-
metricians, the superintendents of weights and
measures: and Michaelis thinks, fnim the judgment
in cases of leprosy bemg assigned to them, the phy-
sicians. Their influence depended rather on their

civil than their ecclesiastical functions. They were
not, strictly speaking, religious teachers ; they were
l)ound to read the whole law once in seven years
before the people ; but in other respects their

priestly duties consisted only in attendance in the
tabernacle or the temple in their appointed courses.
There were no private rcl 'jious rites in which they
were called on to oliiciate. Circumcision was per-
formed without their presence, marriage was a civil

contract, from funerals they were interdicted. They
were not mingled up with the body of the people,
they dwelt in their own separate cities. Their
wealth was ample, but not enormous. Instead of

the portion in the conquered land, to wliich they had
a claim, as one of the twelve tribes, a tentii of the
whole produce was assigned for liieir maintenance,
with forty-eight cities, situated in tiifTerent parts of

the territory, and a small domain surrounding each.
These were the uosscssious of the whole tribe of
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Levi. The offifiatinjr prioslfiDod receiver! othei

contributions, portions of the sacrificps, tlie redemp-
tion of the first born, the first fruits, aiir] every thing
devoted by vow: yet most of these last were pro-

bably laid up in the public religious treasury, and
defrayed the expenses of the rich and costly wor-
ship, the repair and ornament of the tabernacle, the

vestments of the priests, the pul)lic sacrifices, the

perpetual oil and incense. The half-shekel poll-tax

was, we conceive, only once levied by Moses, and
not established as a permanent tax till after the cap-

tivity. Such were the station, the revenue, and the

important duties assig-ned to his own tribe by the

Hebrew leg^islator, a tribe, as one of the least nu-
merous, most fitly chosen for these purposes. On
the departure from Egypt, the first-born of each
family were designated for these sacred duties ; but

the difficulties and inconveniences which would have
attended the collecting together the representatives

of every family into one class, the jealousies which
might have arisen from assigning so great a dis-

tinction to primogeniture, and many other obvious
objections, show that the substitution of a single

tribe was at once a more simple and a more effective

measure. The superiority of Moses in all other

respects to the pride of family, particularly where
hereditary honours were so higfdy appreciated, is

among the most remarkable features in his charac-

ter. The example of Kgy'pt and of all the neigh-

bouring nations would have led him to establish an

hereditary monarchy in his own line, connected ani.

supported, as it might have been, by the sacerdotal

order; but though he made over the high-priesthood

to the descendants of his brother Aaron, his own
sons remained without distinction, and his descend-
ants sank into insignificance. While he anticipated

the probability that his republic would assume here-

after a monarchical Ibrm, he designated no permanent
head of the state, either heredit^rv or elective
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Joshua was appointed as military leader to achieve
the conquest, and for this purpose succeeded to the
Buprenne authority. But God was the only kuig, the
law his only vicegerent.

Did Moses appoint a national senate ] i( so,

what was its duration, its constitution, and its

powers "? No question in Jewish history is more
obscure. At the delivery of the law on Mount
Sinai, Moses was attended by seventy elders ; during
a rebellion in the wilderness (Numb, xi.) he esta-

blished a great council of the same munber. This
latter the Jewish writers suppose to have been a

peimanent body, and from thence derive their great

Sanhedrim, which took so important a part in public

affairs after the captivity, liul this senate of seventy
is not once distinctly named in the whole intervening
course of Hebrew histor}'. Joshua twice assembled
a sort of diet or parliament, consisting of elders,

heads of families, judges, and officers, who seem to

have represented all Israel. On other occasions the

same sort of national council seems to have met on
great emergencies. But most probably neitlior the

constitution, nor the powers, nor the members of
this assembly were strictly limited. Moses left the

internal government of the tribes as he found it.

Each tribe had its acknowledged aristocracy and
acknowledged chieftain, ;uid governed its own affairs

as a separate republic. The chieftain was the here-

ditary head of the whole tribe, the aristocracy the

heads of the different families ; these with the

judges, and perhaps the shoterim, the scribes or
genealogists, officers of great importance in each
tribe, constituted the provincial assembly. No doubt
the national assembly consisted of delegates from
the provincial ones ; but how they were appointed,
and by whom, does not ajipcar. In short, in the
early ages of the Hebrew nation, the public assem-
blies were more like those of our (Jerman ancestors
or a meeting of independent septs or clans, where
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general respprt for birth, age, or wisrlom.dpsirrnatpd

those who sliould apj)earanfl those who shouhl take

a lead, than tlic senate of a regular irovernmeiit, in

which the ricfht to a seat lui'l to snffraire is defined

by positive law. The ratification of all great pulili*.

decrees by the general voice of the people (the con.

gregation) seems invarial)ly to have been demanded
particularly during their encampment in the desert

This was given, as indeed it could not well be other-

wise, by acclaination. Thus in the ancient Hebrew
constitution we find a rude convention of estates,

provincial parliaments, and popular assemblies; but

that their meetings should be of rare occurrence,
followed from the nature of the constitution. The
state possessed no legislative power ; in peace,

unless on very extraordinary occasions, they had no
business to transact ; there was no public revenue
except that of the religious treasury; their wars,
till the time of the kings, were mostly defensive

The invaded tribe summoned the nation to its assist-

ance ; no deliberation was necessary ; the militia,

that is, all who could bear arms, were bound to

march to the defence of their brethren. Such was
the law : we shall see hereafter that the separate

tribes did not always preserve this close union in

their wars ; and, but for the indissoluble bond of

their religion, the confederacy was in perpetual

danger of falling to pieces.

The judges or prefects, appointed according to the

advice of Jethro, seem to have given place to muni-
cipal administrators of the law in each of the cities.

The superior education and intelligence of the Levi-

tical order pointed them out as best fitted for these

offices, which were usually intrusted, by general

consent, to their charge. Of their numbers, or lAnde

of nomination, we know nothing certain. They
held their sittings, after the usuai Oriental custom,
in the gates of the cities.

The people were all free, and, excepting this
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acknowledged subordination to the heads of their

families and of their tribes, entirely equal. Slavery
universal in the ancient world, was recognised by
the Mosaic institutions ; but of all the ancient law-
{^ivers, Moses alone endeavoured to mitigate its

evils. His regulations always remind the Israelites,

that they themselves were formerly bondslaves in

'"'gyp'- The free-born Hebrew might be reduced to

slavery, either by his own consent, or in condemna-
tion as an insolvent debtor, or as a thief unable to

make restitution. In either case he became free at

the end of seven years' service. If he refused to

accept his manumission, he might remain in servi-

tude. But to prevent any fraudulent or compulsory
reiMinciation of this right, the ceremony of recon-
Bigning himself to bondage was public ; he appeared
before the magistrate, his ear was bored, and he was
thus judicially delivered back to his master; but
even this servitude expired at the Jubilee, when the
free-born Hebrew returned into the possession of
his patrimonial estate. The law expressly abhorred
the condemnation of an Israelite to perpetual servi-

tude. As a punishment for del)t, slavery, at least

under its mitigated form, may be considered as
merciful to the sufferer, and certainly more ndvan-
tageous to the creditor and to the public, than im-
prisonment. The Israelite sold to a stranger might
at any time be redeemed by his kindred on payment
of the value of the servi(-e that remained due. He
who became a slave, being already married, reco-

vered the freedom of his wife and family as well as
his own ; he who married a fellow slave, left her
and her children as the property of his master. The
discharged slave was not to be cast forth upon society

naked and destitute ; he was to be decently clothed,

and liberally furnished out of theflock, ami outqftht
Hoor, and out of the unne-press.

A parent in extreme distress might sell his chil-

dren ; if male, of course the slave recovered lu^
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freedom at the usual time ; if female, the law took

her under its especial protection. By a mitigation

of the oritrinal statute, in onlinary cases, she re-

frained h(!r freedom at tlie end of the sev(!n years,

liut if the master took her liims(;lf, or gave her lo

Ins son, as an inferior wife, she was to receive the

full conjugal rights of her station ; if denied them,

she recovered her freedom. If he did not marry
her, she might be redeemed, but on no account was
to be trafficked away into a foreign land.

After all, slavery is too harsh a term to apply to

this temporary hiring, in which, though the master
might inflict blows, he was amenable to justice if

the slave died under his hands, or within two days,

from the consequence of the beating: if maimed or

mutilated, the slave recovered his freedom. The
law went farther, and positively enjoined kindness

and lenity : Thou shah not rule over him with rigour

but thou shall fear the Lord.
The condition of foreign slaves was less favour

able ; whether captives taken in war, purchased, or

born in the family, their servitude was perpetual

Yet they too partook of those indulgences which
in a spirit very different from that which bestowed
on the wretched slaves in Rome the mock honours

of their disorderly Saturnalia, the Jewish law se-

cured for the slave, as well as for the poor, the orphan,

the widow, and the stranger. The Sabbath was to

them a day of rest ; on the three great festivals they
partook of the banquets whi(,'h were made on those

occasions. All that grew spontaneously during the

sabbatical year belonged to them, in coiumon with
the poor. Besides these special provisions, injunc-

tions peqjetually occur in the Mosaic code which
enforce kindness, compassion, and charity, not

merely towards the native poor, but to the stranger.

Far from that jealous iidiospitality and hatred of

mankind of which the later Jews were not alto-

gether unjustly accused, the stranger, milesg a
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''aniiariite, might berome naturalized, or if he re-

sided in the hmd without bcinjr mcorporated with
the people, he was not excluded from the protcM-tioii

of the law. He was invited to thi' public rejoicinj^s
;

he was to be a witness and partaker in the bounties
of the God who blessed tlie lajid.

Such were the political divisions among the

Hebrewpeople, but overall classes alike the supreme
and impartial law exercised its vigilant superin-

tendence. It took under its charge the morals, tlu;

health, as well as the? persons and the property, of

the whole people. It entered into the domestic
circle, and regulated all the recii)rocal duties of

parent and child, husband and wife, as well as of

master and servant. Among the nomad tribes, from
which the Hebrews descended, the father was an
arbitrary sovereign in his family, as under the

Roman law, witli the power of life and death.

Moses, while he maintained the dignity and salutary

control, limited the abuse of tlie parental authority.

From the earliest period the child was under the

protection of the law. Abortion and infanticide

were not specifically forbidden, but unknown among
the Jews. .losephus, appealing in honest pride to

the practice of his countrymen, reproaclies other

nations with these cruelties. The fatlier was en-

joined to instruct his children in all the memorable
events and sacred usages of the land. In extreme
indigence, we have seen, the sale of children as

slaves was permitted, but only in the same cases,

and under the same conditions, that the parent might
sell himself, to escape starvation, and for a limited

period. The father had no power of disinheriting

his sons; the first-born receivfu! I)y law two portions,

the rest shared e(|ually. On the other hand, the

Decalogue enforced obedience and respect to parents

under the strongest sanctions. To strike, or to

curse a parent, was a caijilal ollence. On parricide,

the law as if, like that of the Romans, it refused
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to contemplatR its possibility, prespnnfl a KacrH
eilence. Tliovigh the pwwer of liff mid (ieatli was
not left to the capncp or passion of the parent, the

incorrigible son mi^ht be (lenouiicod before the

elders of tlie city, and, if convicted, suffered death.

It is remarkable' that the father and mother were to

concur in the accusation, a most wise precaution

where polygamy, the fruitful source of domestic
dissension and jealousy, prevailed.

The chastity of females was guarded by statutes,

which, however severe and cruel according to mo-
dern notions, were wise and merciful in that state

of society. Poems and travels have familiarized

us with the horrible atrocities committed by the blind

jealousy of eastern husbands. By substituting a

ludicial process for the wild and hurried justice oi

the offended party, the guilty suffered a death pro-

bably less inhuman ; the innocent might escape.

The convicted adulterer and adulteress were stoned

to death. Even the incontinence of a female before

marriage, if detected at the time of her nuptials,

which was almost inevitable, underwent the same
penalty with that of the adulteress. Where the case

was not clear, the female suspected of infidelity

might be summoned to a most awful ordeal. She
was to be acquitted or condemned by God himself,

whose actual interposition was promised by his

daring lawgiver. The woman was led forth from
her own dwelling into the court of the Lord's house.

In that solemn place she first made an offering of

execration; not entreating mercy, but imprecating

the divine vengeance if she siioiild be guilty. The
priest then took some of the holy water, and

mingled it with some of the holy earth: as he

E
laced the bowl of bitter ingredients in her hand,

6 took off the veil in which she was accustomed
to conceal herself from the eyes of man, and left

her exposed to the public gaze : her hair was loos-

ened, and the dreadful form of imprecation re*- ii«<J
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If innoc(!nt, the water was harmless , if g-uilty. the
Lord would make her a curse and an oatii amont/
the people: she was to be smitten at once with a
horrid disease ; her thigh was to rot, her belly to sn-eti
To this adjuration of the great all-seeing (iod, the
woman was to n'\)\y Amen, Amen. A solemn pause
ensued, during wini-h tlie priest wrote down all the
curses, and washed them out again with the water.
She was then to drink the water, if siie dared ; bu«
what guilty woman, if she had courage to confront,
would have tiie command of countenance, the firm-
ness and resolution to go thiougli all this slow,
searching, and terrific process, and finally expose
herself to shame and agony far worse tlian death'
No doubt cases where this trial was undergone were,
rare; yet the confidence of the legislator in tlie

divine interference can hardly be questioned; foi
had such an institution fallen into contempt by its

failure in any one instance, liis whole law and reli-
gion would have been shaken to its foundation.

Marriages were contracted by parents in behalf
of their children. A dowry or purchase-money
was usually given by the bridegroom. Polygamy
was permitted rather than encouraged: the law (hd
not directly interfere with the immemorial usage,
but, by insisting on eacdi wife or concubine receiving
her full conjugal rights, prevented even the most
wealthy from establishing those vast harems which
are fatal to the happiness, and eventually to tiie
population, of a country. The degrees of relation-
ship, between which marriage was forbidden, were
defined with singular minuteness. The leading
principle of these enactments was to prohibit mar"-
nage between those parties among whom, by tlie
usage of their society, early and frequent intimacy
was uiiavoidabh", and might lead to abuse.
Having thus secured the domestic liappiness of

his people, or at least moderated, as far as the times
would allow, those lawless and inordinate passions
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which overhear tlie natviral tenderness of domeBtif
instinct and the attachment between the sexes

—

guarded tiie father from the disobt dience of the
son, the son from tfu; capricious tyranny of the
father—secured the wife from being the victim oi
every savage fit of jealousy, while he sternly re-

pressed the crime of conjugal infidelity, the law
giver proceeded, with the same care and discretion.

to provide for the general health of the people.
With this view he regulated their diet, enforced

'

cleanliness, took precautions against the most pre-
valent diseases, and left the rest, as he safely might,
to the genial climate of the country, the wholesome
exercise of husbandry, and the cheerful relaxations
afforded by the religion. The health of the people
was a chief, if not the only object of the distinction
between clean and unclean beasts, and the prohibi-
tion against eating the blood of any animal. All
coarse, hard, and indigestible food is doubly dan-
gerous in warm climates. The general feeling of

mankind has ordinarily abstained from most of the

animals proscribed by the Mosaic law, excepting
sometimes the camel, the hare, and the swine. The
flesh of the camel is vapid and heavy; the whole-
someness of the hare is questioned by Hippocrates

;

that of the swine in southern countries tends to

produce cutaneous maladies, the diseases to which
the Jews were })eculiar]y liable ; besides that the

animal being usually left in the east to its own filthy

habits, is not merely unwholesome, but disgusting;
it is the scavenger of the towns. Of the birds,

those of prey were forbidden; of fish, those with-
out fins or scales. The prohibition of blood (be-

sides its acknowledged unwholesomeness, and iu

some instances fatal effects) perhaps pointed at the
custom of some savage tribes, which, like the Abys-
Binians, fed upon flesh torn warm from the animal,
and almost quivering with life. This disgusting
practice may have been interdicted not merely ae
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unwholesome, but as promoting that ferocity of
manners which it was the first object of the law-
jjiver to discourage.

Cleanliness, equally important to health with
wholesome diet, was maintained by the injunftion

of frequent ablutions, particularly after touching
a dead body, or any thing which might possibly be
putrid ; by regulations concerning female disorders,

and the intercourse between the sexes
; provisions

which seem minute and indelicate to modern ideas,

but were doubtless intended to correct unseemly or
unhealthful practices, either of the Hebrew peoole
or of neighbouring tribes. The leprosy was 4.he

dreadful scourge which excited the greatest appre-
hension. The nature of this loatlisome disease is

sufficiently indicated by the expressive description—a leper as white as snow. In its worst stage the

whole flesh rotted, the extremities dropped off, till

at last mortification ensued, and put an end to

the surferings of the miserable outcast ; for as the

disease was highly infectious, the unhappy victim

was immediately shunned, and looked on with
universal abhorrence. The strict quarantine es

tablished by Moses provided for the security of the

community, not without merciful regard to the suf-

ferer. The inspection of the infected was com-
mitted to the Levites ; the symptoms of the two
kinds of disorder accurately pointed out ; the period

of seclusion defined ; while all, if really cured, were
certain of readmission into the community, none
were readmitted vmlil perfectly mired. Clothes,

and even houses which might retain the infection,

were to be destroyed without scruple ; thousjh it

does not seem quite clear whether the plague, which
lurked in the plaster of houst^s, was the same leprosy

whi(;h miglit become contagious, or a kind of mil-

dew or worm, which might breed some other destruc-

tive malady.
Human life, in all rmlc and barbarous tribes, is

I.—

K
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of cheap acrounl ; blood is shfd on the least pro
vocation; open or secret assassination is a com-
nmn occurrfMice. The Hebrew p<'n:il law enforced
the hiffhosl respect for tlie life of man. Murder
ranked with hitrh treason, (i. e. idolatry, blasphemj.)
strikiiifr a father, adidtery, and unnatural lust, as a
capital crime : the law demanded blood for blood.
But it transferred the exaction of the penalty from
private revenjre, and committed it to the judicial

authority. To etTect this, it had to struggle with
an inveterate thousrh barbarous nsafje, which still

prevails amonjj the Arabian tribes. Bv a point of

honour, as rigorous as that of modern duellino^, the

nearest of kin is boimd to reveusre the death of his

relation: he is his CJoel or blood-avenger. He
makes no inquiry ; he allows no pause : whether
the deceased has been slain on provocation, by ac-

cident, or of deliberate malice, death can only be
atoned by the blood of the homicide. To mitigate
the evils of a usage too firmly established to be
rooted out, Moses appointed certain cities of refuge,

conveniently situated. If the homicide could escape
to one of these, he was safe till a judicial investi-

gation took place. If the crime was deliberate

murder, he was sin-rendered to the Goel ; if justi-

fiable or accidental homicide, he was bound to re-

side within the sanctuary for a certain period

:

should he leave it, and expose himself to the re-

venge of his pursuers, he did so at his own peril,

and might be put to death. Where a murder was
committed, of which the perpetrator was unde-
tected, the nearest city was commanded to make
an offering of atonement. With the same jealous
regard for human life, a strict police regulation
enacted that the terrace on the top of every house
should have a parapet. In one case inexcusable
carelessness, which caused death, was capitally

punished. If an ox gored a man so that he died,

the beast was put to death: if the owner had beeo
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warned, he also suffered the same penalty ; but in

this case his life might be redeemed at a certain
price.

While the law was thus rigorous with regard to
miman life, against the criiiu; of theft it was re-

markably lenient. Man-stealing, as the kidnapped
person could only be sold to foreigners, inllicted

political death, and was then^fore a ca|)ital ofiencc

;

but the ordinary punishment of theft was restitution.

Here personal slavery was a direct advantage, as it

empowered the law to exact the propi-r punislimcnl
without touching the life. No man was so poor
that he could not make restitution ; because the
labour of a slave being of higher value than his
maintenance, his person could be sold either to

satisfy a creditor, or to make compensation for a
theft.

The law of property may be most conveniently
stated after the final settlement of the country.

In all the foregoing statutes we see llie lesjislator

constantly, yet discreetly, mitigating the savage
usages of a barbarous people. There are some
minor provisions to wliich it is difficult to assign
any object, except that of softening the ferocity of
manners, and promoting gentleness and humanity.
Kindness to domestic animals—the prohibition to

employ beasts of unequal strength, the ox and the
ass, on the same labour (unless this is to be classed
with those singvdar statutes of which we have no
very satisfactory explanation, which forbade wear-
ing garments of niixeil materials, or sowin«' mixed
seeds)—the prohit)ition to seeth a kid in its mo-
ther's milk (though tliis likewise is supjiosed by
Spencer to be aimed at a religious usage)—or to

.ake the young of birds and the dam together.
Towards all their fellow-creatures the same kindly
conduct was enjoined on tiie Het)rcw people, both
by general precept and by particular statute. The
m Idness of their slave-law has been often con-
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trasted to their aflvantage, with that of I lose an-

cient nations which iniidt; the loudest bojist of thrir

freedom and civilization. The provisions for the

poor were equally (rentle and considerate; the ^dean-

ings of every harvest field were hd't to the fatherless

and widow ; the owner might not go over it a second
time: the home of the poor man was sacred; iiis

gannent, if pledged, was to be restored at nightfall.

Even towards the stranger oppression was forbid

den; if indigent, he shared in all the privileges

reserved for the native poor.

The general war-law, considering the age, was
not deficient in lenity. War was to be declared in

form. The inhai)itants of a city, which made re-

sistance, might be put to the sword; that is, the

males; but only after it had been summoned to

surrender. Fruit-trees were not to be destroyed
during a siege. Tlie conduc-t towards female cap-

tives deserves particular notice. The beautiful slave

might not be hurried, as was the case during those

ages falsely called heroic, in the agony of sorrow,
perhaps reeking with the blood of her murdered
relatives, to the bed of the conqueror. Slve was
allowed a month for decent sorrow : if after that

she became the wife of her master, he might no*,

capriciously abandon her, and sell her to another
she might claim her freedom as the price of her

humiliation.

To the generally humane character of the Mosaic
legislation there appears one great exception, the

sanguinary and relentless conduct enjoined against

the seven Canaanitish nations. Towards them mercy
was a crime—extermination a duty. It is indeed
probable that this war-law, cruel as it seems, was
not in the least more barbarous than that of the sur-

rounding nations, more particularly the Canaauites
themselves. In this the Heorews were only not

superior to their age. Many incidents in the Jewish
history show the liorrid atrocities of warfare in
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Palestine. The mutilation of distinguisne.d r-.i--

tives, and the torture of prisoners in cold bloa d,

were the usual consequences of victory. Adoiii-

bezek, one of the native kintrs, acknowledges that

seventy kings, witli tlu.'ir thumbs and toes cut off,

had gathered their meat under his table. The in.

vasion and conquest once determined, no altermi-

tive remained but to extirpate or be extirpated.

The dangers and evils to which the Hebrew tribes

were subsequently exposed by the weakness or

humanity wliich induced them to suspend their work
of extermination before it had been fully completed,

clearly show the political wisdom by which those

measures were dictated : cruel as they were, the

war once commenced, they were inevitable. Their

fight to invade and take possession of Palestine

depended solely on their divine commission, and
their grant from the sovereign Lord of heaven and
e irth ; for any other right—deduced from the pos-

session of the patriarchs, who never were owners
of more than the sepulchres they purchased, and,

if they had any better title, had forfeited it by the

abeyance of many centuries—is untenable and pre-

posterous. Almiglity Providence determined to ex-

tirpate a race of bloody, licentious, and barbarous

idolaters, and replace them by a people of milder

manners and purer religion. Instead of tlie earth-

quake, the famine, or the pestilence, the ferocious

valour of this yet uncivilized people was allowed free

scope. The war in wlii(.'h the Hebrew tribes were
embarked was strip[)ed of none of its customary
horrors and atrocities; nor was it till these savage

and unrelenting passions had fulfilled their task tiiat

the influence of their milder institutions was to soften

and humanize the national character. Such was the

scheme, which, if not, as we assert, really authorized

by the Supreme Being, nnist have been created within

the daring and comprehensive mind of the Hebrew
legislator He undertook to lead a people through
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a long and dreadful career of hloorlshed and tnas*

sacrc. The conqufst once achieved, they were to

setth» down into ii nation of pcaccfnl husbandmen,
under a mild and e(|ual eonstilulion. Up to a cer
tain point they were to he trained in the worst pos-
sible (hscipline for |>eaceful citizens; to encourajre
I very disposition o|)[)osite to those inculcated by the

general spirit of the law. Their ambition was in-

flamed ; military habits formed ; the love of restless

enterprise fostered; the habit of subsisting upon
plunder encouraged. The people, who were to be
merciful to the meanest beast, were to mutilate the

noblest animal, the horse, wherever they met it:

those who were not to exercise any ofipression

whatever towards a stranger of another race, an
Edomite, or even towards their ancient enem}'—an
Egyptian; on the capture of a Canaanitish city,

were to put man, woman, and child to the sword.
Their enemies were designated; appointed limits

fixed to their conquests : beyond a certain boundary
the ambitious invasion, whieli befi le was .: virtue,

became a crime. The whole victorious nat'on was
suddenly to pause in its career. Thus far they were
to be like hordes of Tartars, Scythians, or Huns,
bursting irresistibly from their deserts, and sweeping
away every vestige o-f human life : at a given point

their arms were to fall from their hands, the thirst

of conquest subside; and a great unambitious agri-

cultural republic—with a simple reliij-ion, an equal

administration of justice, a thriving and iudustrious

population, brotlierly harmony and nnitunl goodwill
between all ranks, domestic virtues, purity of morals,

gentleness of manners—was to arise in the midst
of the desolation their arms had made, and under
the very roofs—in the vi'ieyards and corn-fields

—

which they had obtained by merciless violence.

The sanction on which the Hebrew law was
fomided, is, if possible, more e\traordiuary. The
lawgiver, educated in !"s:\ pt, where the immortality
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of the soul, under some form, most likely that of the

metempsychosis or transmig^ration of the soul, entered
into the popular belief; nevertheless maintained a

profound silence on that fundamental article, if not

of political, at least of religions legislation—rewards
and punishments in another life. He substituted

temporal chastisements and temporal blessings. On
the violation of the constitution followed inevitably

blighted harvests, famine, pestilence, barrenness
among their women, defeat, captivity; on its main-
tenance, abundance, health, fruitfulness, victory,

independence How wonderfully the event verified

the prediction of the insj>ired legislator—how in-

variably apostacy led to adversity—repentance and
reformation to prosperity—will abundantly appear
d'lrii^g the course of the following histoiT.

Note to page T5.—Since tlie publication of the first edition, some
water from a fountain called that of Marah, but iirobably not the
Howara of Bunkliardt. has been brought to thJK country, and has been
analyzed by a medical friend of the author. His statement is subjoined:
" The water ha-' a sliiihtly astringent bitterish taste. Chymical examina-
ion shows that these ijualilies are derived from the selenite or sulphate
of lime, which it holds in solution, and which is said to abound in the
tieighbourhood. If. therefore, any vcjelable substance conlainins oxalic
acid (of which there are several instances) were thrown into it, the lime
would speedily be precipitated, and the beveracc rendered ayreeable and
wholesome. The quantity of acid requisite lor this puriHise must be
inconsiderable, as a pint of water, at its summer temperature in England,
U scarcely capable of dissolving twenty grains of the selemte."

Notetn page'C.—The author, by the kindness of a traveller recently
returned from Egypt, has received a small quantity of manna; it was,
however, though still palatable, in a liquid state tVoni the heat of tl-esuii.

He has ohiaineil llu; additional curious fan, that marina, if not boiled or
baked will not keep more than a day, but becomes putnd.and breedi
maggots. It is described as a ema'l round substance, and is brought IB
fey Ibe Arabs in small quantities ir. xcd with sand.
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BOOK IV

THE INVASION.

mlvanr'. to the Holy I.anii— Repulse—Uesidrnre m the Detert—8ec*nd
Advance—Conquests to the Kasl of the Jordan—Death and Charac-
ter of Mosis.

At length the twelve tribes broke up their en-

campment in the elevated region about Mount Sinai.

A year and a month had elapsed since their depart-

ure from Egypt. The nation assumed the appea.
anee of a regular army; military- order and disci-

pline were established; each tribe marched in suc-

cession under its own leaders, with its banner
displayed, and took up its position in the appointed
quarter of the camp. "When tlie silver trumpets
sounded, the tribe of Judah, mustering 74,600 fight-

ing men, defiled forward from the east side of the

camp, and led the van, followed by Issachar, with

54,400, and Zebulun 57,400. Then came a division

of the tribe of Levi, the descendants of Gershom
and Merari, bearing the tabernacle, which was care-

fully taken down, and, thus moving after the ad-

vanced guard, might be set up, ready for the recep-

tion of the ark. Then Reuben, numbering 46,500,

Simeon 59,300, Gad 45,650, broke up, and advanced
from the southern part of the encampment. Tlie

second division of the Levites, the family of Kohath,
next took their station, beai-ing the sanctuary and
the ark, and all the sacred vessels, witb the most
religious care, lest any hands but those of Auron
and his assistants should touch a single part. AD
the males of the house of Levi amounted only to

22,000. Kphraim 40,500, Manasseh 32,200, Benja-

min 35,400, defiled, and formed the western wing of
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the encampment. Dan 62,700, Ashor 41,500, Xafv
thali 53,400, brought up the rear. The whole number
of fighting men was 603,550.* This forinidable army
set forward, singing, "i?(se up, Lord, and let thine

enemies be .scattered;'''' and thus—already furnished
with their code of laws, irresistible both in their num-
bers and the promised assistance of their God—they
marched onward to take possession of the fruitful

land which had been promised as the reward of their

toils. The cloud still led the way; but their prudent
leader likewise secured the assistance of Hobab, his

brother-in-law, who, at the head of his clan, had been
accustomed to traverse the desert, knew intimately
the bearings of the country, the usual resting-places,

the water-springs, and the character and habits of the
wandering tribes.

Their march was not uninterrupted by adventures.

* Of the difiiculties and discrepances which occur In the sacred
writings of the Hebrews, perhaps two-thirds are found in passages which
coniain numbers. Of the primitive Hebrew system of notation we are
most likely i;?norant ; but the manner in which the numbers are denoted
in the present copies of the sacred books is remarkably liable to error
and misapprehension. (See Dissertation in ihelast edition of Calmet.)
It is by no means easy to reconcile llie enormous numbers conlamedin
the census with the language of other passages in the .Scriptures, parti-

cularly that of the seventh chapter of Deuteronomy. The nation which
could arm 800,000 fighting men is described as '• the fewest of all people,"

as inferior in numbers, it should seem to each of the seven "greater and
mightier nations'' which then inhabited IJanaan. And it is remarkable,
that while there has been much controversy, whether the whole area of
Palestine could contain the Hebrew settlers, the seven nations are " to

be put out by httle and little, lest the beasts of the field increase upon"
the new occupants. The narrative of the campaign in the book of
Joshua is ei)iially Inconsistent with the.se immense numbers ; e. /r.

—the defiling of the whole army of fiOO,0(IO men, seven limes in one day,
round the walls of Jericho; the panic of the whole host at the repulse of
3('llll men belbre Ai. The general impression from this book is, that it

<Je«i-nbes the invasion of nations, at once more warlike and numerous,
by s imaller force, which, willioiit reliaiK^ on divine succour, could not
have achieved the conquest ; rather than the irruption of a host, like that
01 .\tlila or Zengis, which might have borne down idl opi>osition by the
mere weight of numerical force. W'e have not, however, thought fit to
depirt from the numbers as they stand in ilie sacred wrtings . though,
if we might supiKJse that a cipher has been added in the total sum, an^
throughout the several particulars ; or if wv uiieIu include men, women,
»i>d children under the 600.000, the history would gain, in our opinion
both in cleariipss and consistency. It may he added, thr* ihe number o^
the lirst-bom Num. iii. 43) is quite out of projiortion to that of the ada'i

mtUes
J L
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At Tiihcnh a fire broke out, wliiili niffRf] with ^f-al

fury aniuii^r tlie dry and (ujiiibustilili- iiiatcriHls of uiiich

their li-iits were made. Tiie people trembled before

the manifest auj^er of the Lord : the destructive flames

ceased at the prayer of Moses. Not lonjj after (at

a place subsequently called Kibroth Mattaavah) dis-

coiitent and nuilinybe^au to spread in the camp. The
manna, on wlii<li they had lonj,' fed, bef^an to pall

upon the taste. With sonielhinjr of that feeling which
remnids us of sailors who have been long at sea, they
began to remember the flesh, the fish, and particularly

the juicy and cooling fruits and vegetables which
abounded in Egypt; a species of lotus, a favouiite

food among the lower orders; and the watermelon,
the great luxury of southern climates. The discon-

tents rose so iiigh that, to strengthen the authority of
the leader, a permanent council of seventy elders was
appointed: the model, and, as the Jews assert, the

origin, of their famous Sanhediin. Still Moses
doubted whether it mi'^dit not I'e neeessary to satisfy

the mutinous spirits by slaying all the flocks and
herds, which had hitherto been religiously reserved
for sacrifices. By divine command he promised an
immediate supply of food, but at the same time
warned them of the fatal consequences which would
attend the gratificutioii of their appetites. Quails
again fell in great abundance around the camp; but

immediately on this change of diet, or even before,

if we are to receive the account to the strict letter, a

dreadful pestilence broke out. It has been suggested
that quails feed on hellebore and other poisonous,

[ilants, and may thus become most pernicious and
deadly food. The place was called Kibroth Hatta-
avah, the graves of the greedy after food. During
the heiirht of this mutiny the leader received unex-
pected assistance from two of the seventy, Eldad
and iMedad, who of their own accord began to pro-
phesy, to speak in the name of 0(v!, or to testify

tl'eir rt^ligi'yus zeal by some peculiar and enthusiasiir

lajiguage. Far from reproving with jealous indigna-
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tion these intruders on his own spiritual function, the
prudent leader commended their zeal, and expressed
his desire that it might spread throughout the nation.

At then «iext stage new difficulties arose—jealousy
and dissension within the family of the lawgiver.
Miriam, the sister of Moses, who, from the prominent
part she took in the rejoicings on the shore of the Red
Sea, seems to have been the acknowledged head of
the female community, found, or supposed, herself
supplanted in dignity by the Arabian (Ethiopian) wife
of Moses—whether Zipporah or a second wife is not
quite clear. Aaron espoused her quarrel ; but the
authority of Moses and the impartiality of the
law were at once vindicated. The oflenders were
summoned before the tabernacle, and rebuked by
the voice from the cloud. The mutinous Miriam
was smitten with leprosy, and cast, like a common
person, out of the camp, till she should have com
pleted the legal term of purification.

At length the nition ;irrivp'1 on the southern fron-

tier of the proiTiised huiu, at a place called Kadesh
Barnea. Their wanderings are now drawn to an
end, and they are to reap the reward of all tiieir toil

and suffering, the final testimony of the divine favour.

Twelve sjties, one from each tribe, are sent out to

make observations on the fruitfiilness of the land, the

character of the inhabitants, and the streimth of their

fortifications. Among these the most distinguished
are Caleb, of the tnbe of Judah, and Joshua, of
Ephraim. During the forty days of their absence
the assembled |)eople anxiously await their return;
and at length tliey are seen adv;m<'ing towards the
camp, loaded with delicious fruits, for it was now
about the time of the vintage. In one respect their

report is most satisfactory: Canaan had undergone
great improvement since the time when Abraham
and Jacob had pastured their flocks in the open and
unoccupied plains. The vine, the olive, the pome-
granate and the fig, were cultivated with great sue-
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cess ; and the rich sample which tliey hare—a bunch
of grapes, almost as much as two men can carry,

Buspended from a pole, with figs and pomegranates
—confirms their cheering narrative. Hut,ontheothei
hand, the intelligence, exaggerated by the fears of

ten out of the twelve spies, overwlielms the whole
people with terror. These treasures were guarded
by fierce and warlike tribes, not likely to abandon
their native plains without an obstinate and bloody
contest. Tlieir cities were strongly fortified ; and,

above all, nearly the first enemies they would have
to encounter would be men of colossal stature, the

descendants of the gigantic people celebrated in

their early national traditions, people before whom
they would be as grasshoppers. The inhabitants of

Egypt are in general of small stature ; and the same
causes which tended to the rapid increase of the

Jewish people in that country were unfavourable to

their height and vigour. But, worse than this, their

long slaverj' had debased their minds : the confidence

in the divine protection gave way at once before their

sense of physical inferiority, and the total deficiency

of moral courage. " Back to Egypt" is the general

cry. The brave Joshua and Caleb in vain reprove

the general pusillanimity ; their own lives are in

danger; and, in bitter disappointment, the great law-

giver perceives that a people accustomed to the luxu-

ries of a relaxing climate, and inured to slavery from
their birth, are not the materials from which he can
construct a bold, conquering, and independent nation.

But his great mind is equal even to those dispiriting

circumstances ; and in all the wonderful histor>' of the

Jews, perhaps nothing is more extraordinary', or more
clearly evinces his divine inspiration and confident

reliance on the God in whose name he spoke, than
his conduct on this tn,'ing occasion. The decision is

instantaneously formed ; the plan of immediate con-
quest at once abaiidoned ; the people are conmianded,
on the autlioritv of ''-H, to retreat directly from the

hprder*' of the piimiifctd land. They are'ueither to
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return to Egypt, nor assail an easier conquest ; but

they are condemned to wander for a definite period of

forty years in the barren and dismal regions through
which they had marched. No hope is held out that

their lives shall be prolonged; they are distinctly as-

sured that not one of them shall receive those bless-

ings on tlie promise of which they had surrendered
themselves to tlie guidance of Moses, abandoned
Egypt, and traversed the wilderness. Even Moses
himself, at the age of eighty, acquiesces in the dis-

couraging apprehension, that he never shall enjoy the

reward of his honourable ami patriotic aml)ition—the

pride and satisfaction of seeing his republic happily

established in the land of Canaan. A desperate

access of valour, or an impatient desire of beholding
once at least the pleasant land, in vain repressed by
their leader, brought the Hebrews into collision with
their enemies. Those who ascended the hill were
fiercely assailed by the native warriors, and driven
back to the mam body with great loss. All the spies,

except the faithful two, were cut off by an untimely
death, a pestilence sent from God. Notliing remained
but in sullen resignation to follow their inexorable

leader into that country in which they were to spend
their lives and find their graves—the desert.

Yet, however signal this evidence of the authority

acquned by Moses over the minds of tlie people, the

first incident during the retreat showed a dangerous
and widely-organized plan of rebellion. A formidable
conspiracy was made to wrest the supreme civil power
from Moses, and the priesthood from his brother.

Korah,a Levite of the race of Kobath, announced him-
self as the competitor of tht; latter: Dathan, Abiram
and On, all descended from Reuben, rested their claim

to pre-eminence on the primoirenitiire of tbcir ancestoi

—the forfeitnre of whose title they dUl not acknow-
ledge : 250 of the chieftains engaged in the rebellion-

Moses confidently appe.ilel to (Jod, and rested his own
claim and tliat of bis broilicr on the issue. The earth

suddenly opened, and swallowed up the tents of the
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Rcubfiiilc mutinoprs. Korah and his abetters wore
struck (lead by fire from heaven. Tlie peophj, in-

stead of beiiitr overawed and eonfoiiiided by these
dreadful events, expressed their pity and indignation.

The playuc innnediateiy broke out, by which 14,700
perisl .<?(!. Another miracle left Aaron in undisputed
possession of tlie priestly office. Twelve njds, one
for the prince of each tribe, were laid up in the
tabernacle: that of Aaron alone budded, and pro-

duced the flowers and fruits of a living branch of

the almond tree.

Of the Hebrew history during the period of thirty-

eight years, passed in the wilderness, nothing is

known except the names of their stations.* Most
of tliese probably were in the elevated district

around Mount Sinai, which is about thirty miles in

diameter, the most fruitful and habitable part of the

peninsula. There the tribes would find water, and
pasture for their flocks and cattle. Their own la-

bours and traffic; with the caravans, which crossed
this region, would supply most of their wants. In
short, their life was that of the Bedouins of the

desert.

An opinion, advanced by Eusebius, has been re-

cently revived—that, during this time, the great
Egyptian conqueror, Sesostris, mounted the throne,

and extended his victorious arms over a great part

of the world. Sliould future discoveries in the hiero-

glyphical literature of Egypt throw light on this

subject, it would be a remarkable fact, that the

Israelites should have escaped, in the unassailable

desert, the conquering and avenging power of their

former masters.
At length, when the former generation had gradu-

ally sunk into the grave, and a new race had spriuig

up, trained to the bold and hardy habits of the wan-

• Biirrkliarilt expresses liis feurel, thai ihe nlfl Hebrew iinnies ol

places in this region liave almost in\ nrialily ^ivcn place to iiiore niixiera

Arabiarj ones.
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Jering Arab—when flie froe air of the desert had
invigorated their frames, and the canker of slavery
had worn out of their minds—while they retained
much of the arts and knowledge acquired in Kgypt;
the Helirew nation suddeidy appeared again at

Kadesii, the same point on the southern frontier of
Palestine from which tliey had retreated. At this

place Miriam died, and was buried with great honour.
The whole camj) was distressed from want of water,
and was again miraculously supplied. Here likewise
Moses liimself betrayed his mistrust in the divine
assistance, and the final sentence w^as issued, that he
should not lead the nation into the possession of the
promised land. Manj' formidable difficulties op-
posed their penetrating into Canaan on this frontier.

The country was nioinitainous, the hills crowned
with strong forts, wliicii, like Jerusalem, then Jebus,
long defied their arms, and were not finally subdued
till the reign of David. It was not the most fruitful

or inviting district of the land : part of it was the
wild region where David afterward maintained
himself with his freebooting companions, when per-
secuted by Saul. The gigantic clan about Hebron
would be almost the first to oppose them ; and the
Philistines who occupied the coast, the most war-
like of the tribes, might fall on their rear. They
determined therefore to make a circuit; to pass round
the Dead Sea, and, crossing the .lordaii, proceed at

once into the heart of the richest and least defensible
part of the land. To effect this inarch they must
cross the deep valley which, under the name of
Kl Ghor and Kl Araba, extends from the foot of t)ie

Dead Sea to the gulf of lllath. On the eastern side
of this valley rises a lofty and i)reci|)itous ridge.

Mount Seir, still called Djebal Shera, traversed only
l)y a few nan ow defiles; one only, called Kl (Jhoeyr,
passable by a large army. This ridge was occupied
by the Edomites; and Moses sends to demand free

passage throutrl the counti-y under u strict promisti



12ft HISTORY OF 1 IE JKW9.

to keep the hii^'liw ly (ilie Ghoryr), and commit no
ravage or act of hostility. VVhiU' thisiifgotiHtioii whs
pending, one of tlie Ciinaanitish clijeftains, Arad,
made a hold and su'ldcn attacl< on I'lfir outposts. He
was repulsed, pursued into his own country, and some
of his towns taken. But this advantage did not tempt
them to alter their plan ; and when the Edomiles not

merely refused, but appeared in great force to oppo?3
their passage, no alternative remained but to march
southward along the valley of VA Araba, and turn the

ridge where it is very low, close to the branch of the

Red Sea. Before they comiucnced this march Aaron
died, and was buried on Mount Hor. His place of
burial is still pointed out by the natives with every
appearance of truth. Josephus fixes the position of
Mount Hor a short distance to the west of Petra, the

capital of the Nabatheaii Arabs. The ruins of this

city were discovered by Burckhardt, and, exactly in

the position pointed out by the Jewish historian, he
was shown the burying-place of Aaron. Marching
along the valley, due south, the Israelites arrived

at a district dreadfully infested by serpents, " sent

aiTiong them," in the language of the sacred volume,
" as a punishment for their renewed murmurs." An
adjacent region, visited by Burckhardt, is still dan-
gerous on this account. Moses caused a serpent of

brass to be made : by steadfastly gaz ng on this

mysterious emblem, whoever had been bitten was
miraculously restored to health.

From the end of the ridge, near the gulf of Elath.

their march turned northward. The Edomiles, takeii

in flank on the open side of their country, offered

no resistance, and the army advanced into the

territory of the Moabites. This tribe had been
weakened by an unsuccessful war against the

A '11 )ntes, their nortliern neighbours, who had
pushed their own frontier to the river Amon. The
Israelites passed without opposition through the

district of Moab, till they reached that stream now
called the Modjeb, which flows in a deep bed with

itecD and barren banks Before thev vimated the
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territory of the Amoritf s, they sent a peaceful mes-
sage to Sihon, their kino;, requesting free passage

on the same terms offered to the Edomites. The
answer was warlike : a bloody battle took place,

wiiich decided the fate of the Amoritish kingdom;
and the victorious Israelites advanced to the brook
.laKook, which divided the Amorites from the Am-
monites, who lay to the eastward, and Basilar,

which extended along the banks of the Jordan, and
the lake of Gennesarcth. Og, the chieftain of the

latter district, was of a gigantic stature. His iron

bedstead, or the iron framework of the divan on
which he used to recline, was nine feet long.* But
the terror of these formidable antagonists had now
passed. Og was defeated, his cities were taken,

Argob, his capital, fell : and thus two decisive

battles made the Israelites masters of the whole
eastern bank of the .Jordan, and of the lake of Gen-
nesareth. Still tlie promised land remained unat-

tempted, and the conquerors drew near the river,

at no great distance above its inllux into the Dead
Sea, in a level district, belonging to the Moabiles,
nearly opposite to Jericho.

The Moabites hitherto had made no resistance

:

now, in the utmost apprehension, they sent to entreat

succour from their more powerful neighbours, the

tribes of Midian; who were scattered in different

parts of northern Arabia, but lay in the greatest

strength to the south-east of Moab, beyond the line

on which the Israelites had advanced. Their mes-
sengers recounted the fearful numbfTS of the

invaders in language singularly expressive to a

people of herdsm(;n. T/tci/ sJiall lick up alt (hat is

round about us, as (he ox lickeih up the ^^rass. Bui
they looked for more effective succour than the

armed squadrons of Midian. The mar<-h of tht.

Israelites had rather the appearance of a religioue

* Tlie cubit licre la nut Uie sacred ciiliit uiie lout nine iiicbK^ long

but the iiiiiural ciibii
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procession than of a warlike invasion. In the

centre of the camp, instead of the sumptuous pa-

vilion of their emir or l<irig, jirose the consi-crated

tent of their (iod. Their leader opeidy avowed a

sacred and inspired character. Their battle-cry

denounced tiieir adversaries as llie enemies of their

God, who was to arise and scatter them. Would
ihe gods of Moab and Midian, who seem to have

been closely connected in their religious belief,

interfere in their behalf] Could not some favourite

of heaven be found who misjht balance the fortunes

of the Hebrew chieftain, and rescue the natives

from their otherwise inevitable servitude ] There
lived near tlie river Eu])lirat(!S a religious man,
whose reputation for sanctity extended through all

the tribes betvveen that river and the Jordan. The
imprecations of Balaam miglit arrest that tide of

victory, which the prayers and sacrifices of Moses
had obtaiiKid for his people ; the disheartened war-
riors, under the influence of their own [irophet,

would take courage to en<ounter again the fierce

enthusiasm of the invaders ; and iu the strength

and under the protection of their own deities, the

contest might he renewed with confidence of suc-

cess. But Balaam at once rejects the invitation of

Balak, king of Moab, and declares that the God of

the Israelites forbade him to take part against them.

Again, the Moabites send a more urgent request by
ambassadors of still higher rank, accompanied with

gifts far more costly than they had offered, as the

customary present, on the former occasion. At

first Balaam refuses, alleging the same insuperable

reason, the interdiction laid upon him by the powers
of heaven. At length he consents to set forth, and

Balak, king of Moab, receives him with the highest

honour in one of his frontier cities. But the pro-

phet came not with the lofty mien and daring lan-

guage of an interpreter of the Divine Will, confident

in the success of his oracular predictions Strange
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prodigies, he related, had arrested him on his jour-

ney ; an angel had appeared in his way ; the bcas*

on which he rode had spoken witli a human voice,

and whether favourable or unfavourable to the

cause of Balak, he could only utter what he was
commanded from on high. Halak first led him to

an emiiR^nce sacred to the God of the country ; here

the king and the prophet built seven altars, a mys-
tical number, sacred among many people, and on
each altar offered a bullock and a ram. Balaam
then retired apart to another holy and perhaps
moTt open eminence, to await the inspiration. He
cast his eyes below ; he saw the countless multi-

tudes of the Israelitish tents whitening the whole
plain to an immense distance. Awe-struck, he
returned to the king, and in wild oracular poetry,

began to foretel the splendid fortunes of the people
whom he was called upon to curse. Balak carried

him to another eminencte, where, as if he appre-

hended that the numbers of the enemy had appalled

the mind of the prophet, he could only see a part of

their camp. Again the sacrifice is offered, again
the prophet retires, and comes bi'ck unfolding, in

still more vivid strains, the irresistible might of the

people whose cause God so manifestly espouses.

A third time the trial is made. On the mountain,
which was the sanctuary of Peor, or from which, as

his most sacred plac;c, the great national God
received his name, a third sacrifice is offered. But
here the prophet did not, as before, retire to perform
his private rites of divination. The trance fell on
him at once, and he broke out in admiration of the

beautiful order in whidi ihe tents of Israel were
arrayed, magnified their force, and foretold their

uninterrupted career of victory. In vain the king
remonstrated. The language assumed a still higher

strain and a more mysterious import, the glory of

Israel, the total discomfiture of all tlieir adversaries,

was the burthen of his song On the one side ho
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bchdd the mighty and regular army of Israel, Oit

the other the few and scattered troops of some of

the native tribes. On the hitter he denounced ruin

and destruction, on the former tlie most splendjd

destiny wliich prophetic language could unfold.

The general belief of the .lews has dwelt on these

mysterious words, " 1 shall see him, but not now, I

shall behold him, but not nigh; there shall come a

star out of .I:wob, and a sceptre out of Israel," a.s

foretelling that great king and conqueror, the Mes-
siah, who was to discomfit the enemies of the Jewish
people, and establish their universal and permanent
dominion.
Dut the perverse and venal mind of Balaam was

little affected by his own predictions; he gave ad-

vice to the native princes more fatal than all his

imprecations could have been. While the Israelites

lay still encamped under the acacia groves in the

plains near the Jordan, the festival of the Midianites

approachetl, in which their maidens were accustomed
to prostitute themselves, like the Babylonians and
others of the eastern tribes, in honour of their deity.

To these impure and tlaizitious rites, celebrated prob-

ably with voluptuous dances and effeminate music,

the Israelites are invited: they fall into the snare,

they join in the idolatrous sacrifices, partake of the

forbidden banquets, worship the false gods, even
their princes are corrupted, and the contagion reaches
the camp. Zimri, a Simeonite of high rank, pub-

licly leads to his tent the daughter of a Midianitish

chieftain. In this dangerous emergency, the con-

duct of the lawgiver is, as usual, prompt and decisive.

The judges are commanded to pronounce the capital

sentence enacted in the law. Pliineas, the son of

Eleazar, the High Priest, seized with holy indigna-

lion, transfixes the Simeonite and his mistress in

each other's arms. No sooner had this been done,

than the pestilence ceased which had broken out

in the camp, and by which 24,000 persons had died
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e tribes of Midian paid a dreadful penalty for this

idious and unprovoked attempt on the prosperity

of the Israelites. 12,000 chosen warriors, 1,000

from each tribe, made a rapid descent on their

country, carried fire and sword into every qu;irter,

destroyed their towns, slew their kings, cut off all

their males with the sword, not sparing- those of

their women who had been the cause of the war,
and reserving only the young female virgins, as

slaves. In the general massacre fell Balaam the

prophet. The booty in cattle and slaves was im-
mense ; 675,000 sheep, 7'3,000 beeves, 61,000 asses,

32,000 female slaves. This was divided into two
equal portions, one half assigned to the combatants,
the other to the rest of the people. From the share

of the combatants a five hundredth part, a fiftieth

part from that of the people, was deducted for the

sacred treasury committed to the care of the prie-sts

and Levites.

After this conquest some of tlie Israelites began
to think they had done enough. The tribes of Reu-
ben and Gad, addicted to a pastoral life, and rich in

flocks and herds, could desire no fairer possession

than the luxuriant meadows of Uashaii, and the

sloping pastures of Gilead. They demanded their

portion of the land on the east of tlic Jordan. The
lawgiver assented to their request on the condition

that their warriors, leaving their women and their

flocks beliind, should cross the river, and assist

their brethren in the conquest of Palestine. Accord-
ingly the whole coiuiucrcd ti'rriloiy was assigned

to Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Alanasseh.

At length the termination of the forty years af>-

proached, the appointed period at which the Israel-

ites were to enter into tlie promised land. Hut the

triumph of the people was to be preceded by the

death of the lawgiver. lie was to behold, not to

enter the promised land. Once he had sinned from
want of confidence in the Divine assistance: the
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penalty affixed to his ofTonce was now exacted. A«
his end ap|)n)a("hed, lie snmnioned the assembly ol

all Israel to reeeive his final inslnu-tions. His last

thonjrhts were the welfare of the commonwealth,
and the permanence of their constitution. Already
the people had been numbered for the third time,

they were found not to have increased or decreased

very materially since the departure from Kgypt
Moses re(;ounted their whole eventful history since

their deliverance, their toils, their dangers, their

triumphs ; he recapitulated and consolidated in one
brief code, the book of Deuteronomy, the whole
law in some deg^ree modified, and adapted to the fu-

ture circumstances of the republic. Finally he ap-

pointed a solemn ratification of the law, which al-

thou<rli it was not to take place, nor did take place,

till after the con(]uest ;
yet it is so deeply impressed

with the genius and lofty character of the lawgiver,

that it may be better to relate it here, than at the

time, when it was fulfilled under the direction of

Joshua.
Never did human imagination conceive a scene so

imposing, so solemn, so likely to impress the whole
people with deep and enduring awe, as the final ra-

tification of their polity as commanJod by the dying
lawgiver. In the territory, afterward assigned to

the tribe of Kphraim, a central region, stand two
remarkable mountains, separated by a deep and
narrow ravine, in which the ancient Sechem, the

modern Naplous, stands. Here all Israel was to t)e

assembled, six tribes on one height, six on the other.

In the open day, and in a theatre, as it were, created

by the God of nature for tlie expnvss purpose, after

a sacrifice offered on an altar of stones, the people
of Israel testified their free and deliberate accept-

ance of that constitution, which their God had enact-

ed. They accepted it with its inseparable c ndi-

tions, maledictions the most awful, which they im-

precated on their own heads, in case tiiey should
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apostatize from its statutes—blessing-s, equally am-
ple and perpetual, if they should adhere to its h(.)ly

and salutary provisions. Tlie type of cillier des-

tiny lay before them : Mount Ebal was a barren,

stony, arid, and desolate cragr ; Gerizim, a lovely and
fertile height, with luxuriant verdure, streams of

running water, and cool and shady groves.* As God
had blasted Ebal, so he would smite the disobedient

with barrenness, hunger, and misery ; as he crowned
Gerizim with beaiUy and fruitfulness, so he would
bless the faithful Israelites, with abundance, with

peace, with happiness. On Mount Ebal—as the

Levites read the heads of the prohibitory statutes,

and denounced the curse against the idolater, the

oppressor, the adulterer, the unnatural son, the in-

cestuous, the murderer—the tribes of Keuben, Gad,
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Napthali, with one voice,

which was echoed back from the opposite height,

responded Amen, so be it. On Gerizim stood the

tribes of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph,
and Benjamin ; as the blessings of the law were re-

cited, to give the same unreserved assent.

Having thus appointed all the circntnstances of

this impressive scene ; the lawgiver himself enlarged

on the blessings of obedience ; but with a (hirk and
melancholy foreboding of the final destiny of his

people, he laid before them still more at lengtli the

consequences of apostacy and wickedness. The
sublimity of his denunciations surpasses any thing

in the oratory or the poetry of the whole world.

Nature is exhausted in furnishing terrific images •,

nothing, excepting the real horrors of the .Jewish

history— the miseries of their sieges, the cruelty,

the contempt, the oppressions, the persecutions,

which for ages tliis scattered and despised and de-

tested nation have endured—can approach the tre •

• Whether the snrrifire was nfTerfd on Fbal nrOi-rizhn wns a qiies

tion long cantcstt'd with ihi- ijicnirst a(ritii()ny t>y the Ji:wstnd Shihs
. eaeti api)caliiit{ to their own copy of the law
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mendous maleflictions which warned Iheni against
the violation of thoir law. " The Lord shall smite
thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with
an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and
with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew

;

and they shall pursne thee until thou perish. And
the heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and
the earth that is under thee iron. The Lord shall

make the rain of thy land powder and dust ; from
heaven shall it come down upon thee till thou be
destroyed And thou shalt become an asto-

nishment, and a proverb, and a byword among all

nations whither tlie Lord shall lead thee. A nation
of fierce countenance shall besiege thee in all

thy gates, and thou shalt eat the fruit of thine
own body, the flesh of thy sons and thy daughters,
which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege
and in the straitness wherewith thine enemies shall

distress thee And among the nations shalt
thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot

have rest ; for the Lord shall give thee there a
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of

mind; and thy life shall liang in" doubt before thee,

and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have
none assurance of thy life. In the morning thou
tjhalt say, Would God it were even ! and at even
thou shalt say, Would God it were morning ! for the
fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and
for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see."
The sequel of our history must furnish a most awful
comment on these terrific denunciations.
And now closing at length his admonitions, his

warnings, and his exhortations to repentance—hav-
ing renewed the covenant with the whole nation,
from the highest to the lowest, /rom the prince to the

hewer ofwood and the drawer ofwater—having com-
mitted the law to the custodj- of the Levites, and
appointed the valiant Joshua as his successor

—

finally, having enriched the national poetrj'^ with ao
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ode w'orthji of him who composed tlie hymn of
triumph by the Red Sea—Moses ascended the lofti-
est eminence in the neighbourhood, in order that he
might once behold, before his eyes closed for ever,
the land of promise. From the top of Mount Aba-
rim, or Nebo, the former of which names may per-
haps be traced in Djebel Attarous, the highest point
in the district, the lawgiver, whose eyes were not
yet dimmed, and who had suffered none of the in-
firmities of age, might survey a large tract of coun-
try. To the right lay the mountain pastures of Gi-
lead, the romantic district of Bashan; the windings
of the Jordan might be traced along its broad and
level valley, till, almost beneath his feet, it flowed
mto the Dead Sea. To the north spread the luxu-
riant plains of Esdraelon, the more hilly yet fruitful
country of Lower Galilee. Right opposite stood
the city of Jericho, imbowered in its groves of
palms—beyond it the mountains of Judsea, rising
above each other till they reached the sea. Gazing
on this magnificent prospect, beholding in prophetic
anticipation his great and happy commonwealth
occupying its numerous towns and blooming fields,
Moses breathed his last. The place of his burial
was unknown, lest perhaps the impious gratitude
of his followers might ascribe divine honours to
his name, and assemble to worship at his sepulchre.
Such was the end of the Hebrew lawgiver—a man

who, considered merely in an historical light, with-
out any reference to his divine iiis[)iration, has exer-
cised a more extensive and permanent influence
over the destinies of his own nation and mankind
at large, than any other iiidivi(hial recorded in the
annals of the world, cniristianity and Mahometan-
ism alike respect, and, in different degrees, derive
their origin from the Mosaic institutes. Thus
throughout Europe, with all its American descend-
ants—the larger part of Asia and the north of Africa
—the opinions the usages, the civil as well as reli-

I.—

M
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(Tious ordinances—retain deep and indeliblfi tr»c«*s

of their descent from the Hebrew polity. To his own
nation Moses was diieftain, historian, poet, lawgiver.

He was more than all these—he was the author of

their civil existence. Other founders of republics,

and distinjjuished lejjislators, have been, like Numa,
already at the head of a settled and organized com-
munity; or have been voluntarily invested with legis-

latorial authority, like Charondas, Lycurgus, and
Solon, by a people suffering the inconveniences of
anarchy. Moses had first to form his people, and
bestow on them a country of (heir own, before he
could create his commonwealth. The Hebrews
would either have been absorbed in the population

of Kgypt, or remained a wretched Pariah caste, had
Moses never lived, or never received his divine com-
mission. In this condition he took them up, rescued
them from captivity; finding them unfit for his pur-

pose, he kept them for forty years under the severe

discipline of the desert ; then led them as conquerors
to take pennanent possession of a most fruitful region.

Yet with singular disregard to his own fame, though
with great advantage to his design, Moses uniformly
referred to an earlier and more remote personage the

dignity of parent of his people. The Jews were
children of Abraham, not of Moses ; they weie a dis-

tinguished nation as descendants of the patriarch, not
as compatriots of the lawgiver. The virtue of pure
and disinterested patriotism never shone forth more
imclouded. He nobly declined the offer made to him
by the Almighty, to substitute his own family for the

offending race of Israel. The permanent liappiness

of tlie whole people was the one great object to which
the life of Moses was devoted ; so that, if we c&ul''

for an instant suspect that he made use of religion

for a political purpose, still that purpose would ent'tle

him to the highest rank among the benefactors of
mankind, as havnig been the first who attempted to

regulate society by an equal written law. If God was
not the sovereign of the Jewish state, the law was;
the best and onlv safe vicegerent of Almighty Pro
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ridence, to which the welfare of human coiTnnunities
can be intrusted. If the Hebrew commonwpahn was
not a theocracy, it was a nomocracy. On tlic other
hand, if, as we suppose in the Mosaic [)olity, the c-ivil

was subordinate to the relig^ious end, still the itnme-
diate well-beinp of the community was not sacrificed
to the more remote object. Independent of the
temporal blessings promised to the maintenance of
the law, the Hebrew commonwealth was so con-
stituted, as to produce (all circumstances of the
times, the situation and character of the people con-
sidered) as much or more real happiness and inde-
pendence than any existing or imaginary government
of ancient times. Let Moses, as contrasted with
human legislators, be judged according to his age ; he
will appear, not merely the first who founded a com-
monwealth on just principles, but a lawgiver who
advanced political society to as high a degree of per-
fection as the state of civilization which his people
had attained, or were capable of attaining, could
possibly admit. But if such be the benign, the pre-
maturely wise, and original chaiacter of the Mosaic
institutions, the faith of the Jew and the Christian in

the divine commission of the great legislator is cDe

Dore strongly established and confirmed.
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BOOK V.

THE CONQUEST.

JotiMa tusumen the Cnmvianri— Vafnage of the Jordan—Capttirt ef

Jertchu— h nr with Ike Canitanitrs of the South—and of the J>rorlh-~

Partition of the Land—I.aui of Property.

The lawgiver had done his part, the warrior suc-

ceeded to the administration of affairs, and to the

directing intercourse with Divine Providence. For
thirty days Israel lamented the death of Moses, and
then prepared themselves to fulfil his dying instruc-

tions. The first military operation of Joshua wap
to send spies to gain intelligence, and to survey the

strength of Jericlio, the most powerful city near the

place where he proposed to cross the Jordan. The
spies entered the city, and took up their lodgings in

the house of a woman who kept a public canivimsary.

The king sent to apprehend them ; but Rahab, the

mistress of the house, struck with religious terror

at the conquests of the Jews, and acknowledging
the superiority of their God, concealed them, and
provided them with means of escape, letting them
down the city wall, on which her house stood, and
directing tliem to fly by the opposite road to that

which their pursuers had taken. She received a

promise, that on tlie capture of the city the lives of

herself and her family should be spared. She was
commanded to n)urk lier h(>use by a scarlet line

hanging from the window. The spies brought word
that the success of the Hebrew arms had struck
terror into the n;itive princes; and Joshua imme-
diately gave orders to effect the passage of the river.

The entrance into the promised land was made with
suitable solemnity, not in the usual order of march
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Instead of occupying- its secure central position, the
ark of God, borne by the Levites, advimced to the

van. This was a bold and danoferous measure.
Joshua had no security aigrainst a sudden movement
or secret ambush of the enemy, wlticli niijjht sur-

prise the sacred coffer, and thus annihilate tlie hopes,
ny extinguishing the religious courage of the people.

The ark moved forward to the hank of the river;

the whole army— for the warriors of Reuben, Gad,
ind half Manasseh, leaving their families and flocks

behind, assembled in tlie common enterprise—fol-

lowed at the distance of more than three-quarters

of a mile. In the spring, the Jordan is swollen by
the early rains, and by the melting of the snow on
Mount Lebanon. In its ordinary channel, it is de-

scribed by Pococke as about as broad as the Thames
at Windsor, deep and rapid ; but, during its inunda-
tion, it forms a second bed, of much greater width,

the boundaries of which, according to Maundrell,
may be distinctly traced. It was now tlie season
of the flood ; but no sooner had the priests, bearing
the ark, entered the river, than the descending waters
were arrested, the channel became dry, and the

whole army passed in safety to the western bank.
They encamped in a place named Gilgal ; there they
kept the fortieth passover since its first institution in

Kgypt. A rude monument, formed of twelve stones
from the bed of the river, was set up to commemorate
their wonderful passage ; all who had not undergone
circumcision were initiated by that rite into the; com-
monwealth; and here the manna, on wliicli tluiy had
fed in the desert, entirely failed.

Palestine was at this time governed by a multitude
of petty independent kings, who were appalled by
this sudden invasion, not of a hostile tribe in quest
of plunder, or of a neifrhboining monarch with the

design of r»>ducing the country to a tributary pro-

vince; but of a whole [xople advancinsr with the

obvious and avowed ii. lent ion of obtaining a per
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mannnt sfttlemrnt. Thf rxfnior 'iriary cirnini-

slHiices, which attendfd tlio m;ir'-li of thr IsrHflilCB,

(li<l not abate their fears. Hut their fears iieithei

taught them pnidence nor unaiiiiinfy. At first they
(Mitered into no league to resist the coniinon enemy,
""ach kingdom or city was lefi to make the best de-

fence in its power. The storm firi-i broke upon
.lericho, a city standing at the extremity of a plain
which slopes to the Jordan, encircled on every side
by an amphitheatre of hills, which almost overhang
it with their precipitous cliffs. The inhabitants of
Ieri(dio prudently awaited behind their walls the

approach of the enemy. To their surprise, no
attempt was made to scale the walls, or force the
gates. They saw what miglit seem a peaceful pro-

cession going regularly round the walls of the city.

The army marched first, in total silence. In the

rear came the ark, escorted by seven priests, blow-
ing seven tnimpets, made of rams' horns. For six
successive days this mysterious circuit took place;
no voice was heard from the vast and breathless

aimy—nothing but the shrill Availing of the trumpet.
On the seventh day, this extraordinary ceremony
was repeated seven times. At the close of the last

round, the whole army on a sudden set up a tre-

mendous shout, the walls of the city fell, and the
defenceless people found the triumphant enemy
rushing along their streets. The slaughter was
promiscuous and unsparing; not merely human life,

but the beasts of labour were destroyed. Rahab
alone escaped. The city was devoted to per-

petual desolation, and a malediction imprecated
upon the head of him who should attempt to re-

build it.

The capture of Jericho was of great importance,
for the art of besieging towns, however rudely for-

tified, was yet in its infancy. The cities to the east

of the Jordan had surrendered in consequence oi

pitched battles in the onen field. Some of the
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ftill fortresses, like Jerusalem, were not taken till

the reign of David.

In their next expedition the Israelites suffered

a sudden clieck. Three thousand men marched
against the neighbouring city of Ai, but were re-

pulsed vvitli loss. The discomfiture implied the

abandonment of their cause by the great Giver of

victory—their abandonment, guilt. The lots were
cast to discover the offender. The lot of condemna-
tion fell on the tribe of Judah. Among the families

•xf Judah it fell on the family of the Zarhites—oi

that family on the household of Zabdi—of that

household on Achan, the son of Carmi.
The criminal confessed that he had purloined

from the part of the booty consecrated to God, a

rich garment of Babylonian work, and some silver.

He was stoned, and his remains burned witli tiie.

After this signal proof that no crime could escape
detection, the army set forth, and by a stratagem
became masters of Ai. The main body approached
the city, and, when the enemy, emboldened by their

former success, sallied forth against them, the Is-

raelites, pretending a sudden panic, fled on all sides.

The warriors of Ai pursued, but turning back, saw
in utter amazement their city in a blaze. Josliua

had placed 5000 men in ambush, who, rising at an
appointed signal, rushed on the town, and, having
set it on fire, ailvanced to attack the enemy in tlie

rear, while Josliua, facing about, attacked thi-m in

front. The whole people was exterminated, their

king hanged.
The great body of the Israelites remained en-

(;amped at Gilgal, a central position. Hither in a

short time came some travel-tainted men, witii

mouldy provisions, their wine-skins lull of rents,

tlieir shoes worn through. They desrribed them-
selves as com'iig from a distant country, where
the fame of the Jewish conquests had reached
them, to tender their humble submission. The
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Tprarlitfs incautiously consrntfd lo a treaty, but
foiitul shi-rily tir.it they harl been outwitted by the
inliabitauts of fiilwon (a CaMaauitish <Mty) and its

drpeiidaut villages which lay at no irreat dintance.
The treaty was held sacred, the lives of the Gibeon-
ites spared ; but they were dejrraded into a sort of
slaves to the officiating priesthood, in which humble
condition we find their desc^endants at a late period
in the history.

A league was now formed among the southern
princes of the Amoritish race, five in number, headed
by Adonibezek, King of Jerusalem, to revenge the
defection of (Jibeon, and to arrest the farther pro-
gress of the invaders. They attacked the Gibeon-
ites, who sent in all haste to demand assistance.
Joshua, by a rapid night-march, fell on the Ca-
naanites, defeated and pursued them with immense
slaughter, while a tremendous hail-storm increased
the panic and destruction of the flight. During thia

pursuit, took place that memorable event, the ar-

resting the sun and moon in their respective courses,
at the prayer of Joshua, in order that he might com-
plete the extermination of his flying enemies. Many
learned writers, whom to suspect of hostility to re-

vealed religion would be the worst uncharitableness,
have either doubted the reality or the extent of this

miracle. Some have supposed the miracle only ap-
parent, and have imagined a preternatural refraction

of the sun's rays after it had really sunk below the
horizon. The words " about a whole day," during
which the sun hasted not to go down, they trans-

late, " after the day was finished." Others conceive
that the whole is a highly-wrought poetical pas-
sage from tlie book of Jasher, (which there is good
reason to believe was the great collection of national
lyrics,) and hence abounding, according to the genius
o\ Hebrew poetry, with the most daring apostrophes,
and delighting in figures drawn from the heavenly
bodies. Those who contend for the literal accepla-
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Hon of the miracle, urge, as its obvious purpose, the

griving a death-blow to the prevailing superstition of

the countr\', the worship of the sun and moon. Nor
can it be denied that there is something astonishingly

sublime in supposing the deities of the conquered
people thus arrested in their career, and forced to

witness the discomfiture and contribute to the extir-

pation of their worshippers.
After this victory the conquest was rapid and

easy: the five kings had fled for refuge to a cave,

from which they were taken and put to death ; city

after city fell, tribe after tribe was extermiiuited.

Joshua returned to Gilgal, having completed the

subjugation of the south as far as Gaza, with the

exception of some of the strong fortresses.

The northern chieftains had looked on with im-

politic indifference during the subjugation of the

south ; they now saw the tide of conquest roll back
upon themselves, and too late began to prepare for

their defence. They organized a powerful con-

federacy, and pitched their camp near the waters of

Merom, probably the Samachonite Lake, tlie first

into which the Jordan flows. Their strength lay in

their cavalrj' and chariots, which in the central plains

and valleys of Palestine could act with "neater effect

than in the more mountainous district of the south.

Joshua suddenly fell uj)on them, and one battle de-

cided the fate of the wliole region. The conqueror

deliberately destroyed all the chariots, and maimed
the horses ; thus wisely incapa<'itating the people

from extending their conquests beyond the borders

of Canaan. The war lasted, on the wliole, seven

years, the latter part of which was consumed in the

reduction of the cities. During this period the

seven nations—the Canaanites properly so called,

the Amorites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Gir-

gashites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites—were
entirely subdued, though not extirpated ; thirty-one

kings had fallen under the sword. At the end of
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the feevrn years the Israflitfs [rrew weary of th^
war; they lunytHi to fiijoy tlie fruits of their vie

tori'^s. The trihes of Hcuben, Gad, and half Manas
seh, irnpatifntly dcinanrjcd to be dismissed to their

families and possessions on the east of the Jordan.
Fatally for the future peaee of the eommonwealth
the war was suspended; the conquest remained im-
finished; many of the r'anaanitcs remained within
the Jewish territory, ready on all occasions to wreak
their vengeance on their conquerors, and perpetually
weaning- the Israelites froin their own pure and
spiritual faith to the barbarous or licentious rites of
i'!(>i: »rv.

The firs' two objects after the conquest were,
first, the so' '*im rfcoirnition of the law on Mount
Ebal and Gerizim, aecording- to the last instructions
of Moses. This scene took place with all its im-
posing circumstances. Secondly, the survey and
division of the land, with the location of the tribes.

It is almost impossible to calculate with accuracy
the area of a couiitrj', the frontier of which is

irregular on every side. Lowman has given three
different estimates of the extent of territor)' occu-
pied by the twelve tribes, the mean between the
two extremes approaches probably the nearest to

the truth. According to this computation, the

Jewish dominion, at the time of the division, was 180
miles long, by 130 wide, and contain^^d 14,976,000
acres. " This" quantity of land will divide to 600,000
men, about 2H acres in property, with a remainder
of 1,976,000 acres for the Levitical cities, the princes
of tribes, the heads of families, and other public
uses. Assuming this estate of 2lh acres, assigned
to each household, of course a larger proportion ol

pasture must have been given to those tribes who
subsisted on their herds and flocks, than of arable to

those who lived by tillage, the portions of the latter,

therefore, must be considerably reduced. On the

other hand, the extraordinary fertility of the whole
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country must be taken into the account. No part
was waste ; very little was occupied by unprofitable
wood ; the more fertile hills were cultivated in arti-

ficial terraces, others were hung with orchards ol

fruit-trees ; the more rocky and barren districts

were covered with vineyanls. Even in the present
day, the wars and misgovernment of ages have not
exhausted the natural richness of the soil. Galilee,

8ay<5 Malte Brun, would be a paradise were it in-

habited by an industrious people, under an enlight-
ened government. No land could be less dependant
on foreign importation ; it bore within itself every
thing that could be necessary for the subsistence
and comfort of a simple agricultural people. The
climate was healthy, the seasons regular; the former
rains, which fell about October, after the vintage,
prepared the ground for the seed, the latter, which
prevailed during March and the beginning of April,

made it grow rapidly. Directly the rains ceased,
the grain ripened with still greater rapidity, and waa
gathered in before the end of May. Thi summer
months were dry and very hot, but the n ghts cool
and refreshed by copious dews. In Septt mber, the
vintage was gathered. Grain of all kii.ds, wheat,
barley, millet, zea, and other sorts, gre>f in abun-
dance ; the wheat commonly yielded th rty for one.
Besides the vine and the olive, the almoud, the date,

figs of many kinds, the orange, the pt sncgranale,
and many other fruit-trees, flourished ir tlie greatest
luxuriance. Great quantity of honey v as collected
Tlie balm tree, which produced the op >balsamum,
I great object of trade, was probably in' .oduccd from
A.ral)ia in the time of Solomon. It flo irished about
Jericho and in CJilead.

By giving a rapid sketch of the ten tory assigned
to each tribe, we shall be enabled to liow liie poli-

tical divisions, the boundaries, the m( v. remarkable
features in the general surface of tl country, and
Hhe productions most abundant in 'arli diVirict
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Oomniencing from the TransjordHtiic possessiona,
the Israelites' soutlierii border was the rivt-r Anion,
which divided the hind of the Hebrews from that o'

Moab. Here the tribe of Reuben received theii

allotment— the northern bank of the Arnon up to

Aroer. It comprehended a large portion of the

Ghor, or valley of the Jordan. Its chief citing

Heshbon, Eleale, and Sibmah, were famous for their

vines. AH these towns stood inland ni the more
mountainous district. The ruins of many of theru

are still visible, and retain their ancient names,
Aroer, (Arayr), Heshbon (Hesbon), Kleale (El Aal),

Baal Meon (Myoun), Medeba (Madeba). The whole
district is called the Belka. The superiority of its

pasturage over that of all southern Syria, is the

cause that its possession is still fiercely (contested

by the Arabs. The Bedouins have a saying, " Thou
canst not find a country like the Belka." The beef
and mutton of this district are preferred to all others.

The tribe of Gad was placed to the north of the

Reubenites. It is almost impossible to trace their

boundary to the south. Their land lay on both
sides of the Jabbok (the modern Zerka). On the

east it extended as far as Rabbath Ammoii, after-

ward Philadelphia. It contained all the east side

of the valley of the Jordan up to the foot of the

sea of Gennesareth, and the southern part of the

mountain range called Gilead, tlie name of which,
Djelaad, is still found belonging to a ridge south of

the Jabbok ; formerly, however, it extended to the

whole range from Lebanon to the land of Reuben.
Mr. Buckingham was struck with tlie romantic sce-

nery of this district. Gilead was celebrated for its

flocks, and for goa»s with remarkably fine hair, to

which the tresses o the bride, in the Song of Solo-
mon, are compare ',. North again of Gad, was
settled the half tr le of Manasseh, occupying the

eastern shore of t' ' lake of Genne.sarith, the whole
of Baahan, famou for its vigorous breed of cattle,
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and probably some part of the fertile com-lands of

the ancient Auronitis, the modern Haouran. This
part of the tribe was under the command of Maciiir,

the eldest descendant of Manasseh.
Within the borders of the promised land, the

most northern point, at the foot of Lebanon, and
near the fountain of the Jordan, was occupied by
part of the tribe of Dan, who, finding themselves
straitened in their quarters, migrated and took the

town of Laish, which assumed the name of tlicii

tribe. Next came Napthali, its possessions prooa-

bly running up into the delightful valleys ol" the

Anti-Libanus. To Asher was assigned the sea
coast, a long and narrow slip of land, from the

frontiers of Sidon, all round the noble bay of Ptole-

mais, excepting where it was broken by a part of

the territory of Zebulun, to Carmel, including the

mountain and part of the rich valley at its foot.

But the sea ports, Achzib (Kcdippa) and Acco, (the

celebrated Ptolemais, the key of the country during
the Crusades,) remained in the power of the old

inhabitants. The tribe of Zebuhin stretched across

the land, with one extremity resting on the lake of

Gennesareth, the other on the sea in some part of

the bay of Acco. Issa(;har, the other half of Ma-
nasseh, and Ephraim, lay in the same manner, one
below the other, extending from the Jordan to the

Mediterranean. On the border"? of Zebulun and
Issachar, rose the Mount Tabor, standing quite alone,

on the edge of the great plain of Jezrcel (Ksdraelon),

which is described, even in tlie present day, as

spreading out a boundless expanse of the most lux-

uriant grain, waving like the sea. The portion o<

Manasseh became more hilly. Kphraim lay below
a fertile, but uneven, and in some parts mountainous
territory. On its northern extremity rose Khal and

Gerizim, and to the south tlie Mount of Kphraim, »

district in which were several passes of grea'

unportance in the military history of the Jews
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Ephraiir ranknd as the most numorous hiid f)0\vei

ful of the uorthfTH trihep. Soutliward tlif sea

coast and ihc western part of the iiihmd district fell

to the lot of Dan. Hcnjaniin took possession ol

the palm irroves and fertile plain of Jericho, sprea-i

over part of the valley of the Jordan and the head
of the Dead Sea, and extended westward as far as

Jehus, then a fortress in possession of the enemy,
afterward Jerusalem. The rest of the south, to

the horders of Kdom, excepting a district on the

south-west ahout (iaza, assigned to Simeon, made
the large and opulent domain of the great tribe of

Judah, to whom the first lot had fallen. On the

whole, the best pastures were on the east of Jordan,

the central plains were the inost productive corn-

lands, the hills of Judah and Benjamin had the

richest vineyards and olive grounds.

The assignment of the different estates, the ave-

rage of which we will assume at about twenty acres,

as a farther dedu(;tion should be made at this period

on account of the unconquered parts of the terri-

tory, seems to have been left to the local govern-

ment of each tribe. Certain distinguished persons,

as Joshua and Caleb, received grants of land larger

than ordinary
;
perhaps the heads of the tribes en-

joyed a similar privilege; but the whole land was
subject to the common law of property. The great

principle of this law was the inalienability of es-

tates. Houses in walled towns might be sold in

perpetuity, if unredeemed within the year; land

only for a limited period. At the Jubilee, every es-

tate reverted, w.Jiout repurchase, to the original

proprietor. Even during this period it might be re-

deemed, should the proprietor become rich enough,
at the value which the estate would produce during

the years unelapsed before the jubilee. This re-

markable Agrarian law secured the political equality

of the people, and anticipated all the mischiefs so

fatal to the early republics of Greece and Italy, the
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appropriation of the whole territory' of the state by
a rich and powerful landed oligarchy, with the con-
sequent convulsions of the community, from the

deadly struggle between the patrician and plebeian

orders. In the Hebrew state, the improvident in-

dividual might reduce himself and his family to

penury or servitude, hut he could not perpetuate a race

of slaves or paupers. Everj' fifty years God, the

King and Lord of the soil, as it were resumed the

whole territory, and granted it back in the same
portions to the descendants of the original possess-

ors. It is curious to observe in this earliest prac-

tical Utojiia, the realization of Machiavelli's great

maxim, the constant renovation of the state accord-

ing to the first principles of its constitution. The
outline of this plan may have been Kgyptian. The
king of that country, during the administration oi

Joseph, became proprietor of the whole land, and
leased it out on a reserved rent of one-fifth, exactly
the two-tenths or tithes paid by the Israelites. Thus
the body of the people were an indcpeiKient yeo-
manry, residing on their hereditary farms, the boun-
daries of which remained for ever of the same ex-

tent; for the removal of a neighbour's landmark was
among the crimes against which the law uttered its

severest malediction ; an invasion of family pro-

perty, that of Naboth's vineyard, is selected as the

worst crime of a most tyrannical king; and in the

decline of the state, the prophets denounce, with
their sternest energy, this violation of the very basis

of the commonwealth. In this luxuriant soil, each
man had the oidy capital necessary to cultivate his

property to the highest degree of produetiveness,

the industry of himself and his sons. Hence la ge

properties would by no means have increased t le

general wealth, while they might have endanger '1

the independ 'lure of the people. Thegreaterdang r

to be appreheiuied in so |)opulous a crountry, mig ;i

seem to have b( en il> • mimite sul divisions of tlu
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estates, as all the sons inlieritfd ; tlu- tld* st liari a

double portion. Females succeeded only in default

of males, and then under the restriction liial they

niiu[ht not marry out of tlieir own tribe. Yet ihia

inconvenience seems never to liave been practically

felt, thi land, tliou<;h closely, was never overjjeopled.

Periods of famine are by no means common.
The law ajjainst usury must not be omitted. It

well known how much the exactions from the

poor, through the enonnous rate of interest, added
to the political inequalities, evils and jealousies,

which distracted Rome and Athens. The Hebrew-

lawgiver anticipated this evil likewise. He posi-

tively prohibited, not merely usury, but all interest

whatever on money lent to a Hebrew. A loan was
a charitable accommodation, due from a brother to

a brother. Money might be lent with profit or ad-

vantage only to a foreigner. Even pledges, or

goods taken in pawn, were under strict regulations.

Nothing absolutely necessary to life was to be re-

tained; on no account both the upper and lower

stones of the hand-mill in common use. Raiment
was to be restored before nightfall; the raiment ' !

a widow was not to be taken at all in pledge. The
house was sacred, and could not be entered to seize

the goods in pawn.
Each estate was held on the tenure of military

service ; all Israel was one standing army. Some
curious exemptions were made, which show the at-

tention of the lawgiver to the agricultural habits

and domestic comfort of his people—the being just

married, or having newly taken a piece of land into

cultivation.

The only taxes were the two-tenths and theotlier

religious offerings. The first tenth was assigned to

the tribe of Levi, as we have before observed for

the maintenance of this learned nobility, and in re-

turn for the surrender of tlieir right to a twelfth por-

tion of the land. The Levitcs had likewise forty-
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eight cities, eafh with a domain of betwpon eight and
nine hundred acres. Thirteen of these (cities were
in the northern provinces of Naptliali, Issachar
Asher, and the half of Manasseh beyond Jordan.
Twelve in Reuben, (lad, and Zebulun. In Ephraim,
half Manasseh, and Dan, ten. In J ulah, Benjamin,
and Simeon, thirteen.

The second tenth was called the Tithe of Feasts,

or the Titlie of the Poor. For the first and second
year, in the place where tli.' nation assombled for

divine worsliin, tn the prpnoirp of the Jjord ; rvfry
lliird year in the chief town of the district, pub-
lic tables were opened, at which all ranks and
classes feasted together at the common expense of

the richer proprietors. An institution, simple and
beautiful, securing the advantages of brotherhood
and kindly feeling, while it avoidcnl that too great

interference with the private and domestic habits

which arose out of the public tables in some of the

Grecian republics. The Hebrew was reminded suf-

ficiently often that he was a member of a larger

national, and a smaller muni'.-ipal community, but

his usual sphere was that of private; life. The
Greek was always a public man, the member of the

family was lost in tlie citizen.

The only public revenue of the Hebrew common-
wealth was that of the sacred treasury, the onlv
public expenditure that of the religious worship.
This was supported by a portion of the spoils taken
in war; the first fruits, which in their institution

were no more than couhl l)e carried in a basket, at

a later period were rated to be one part in sixty

;

the redemption of the first born, and of whatever
was vowed to tlie Lord. Almost every thing of the

last class might be commuted for money according
to a fixed scale, Tlir diUcrcnt animal festivals were
well cali'ulated to promote internal commerce

;

maritime or foreign trade, is scarcely mentioned iu

the law, excepting in two cjbs.-ure prophetic intima-
T—V
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tions of advaiitnffos, which tho tribfs of Dan and
7.p|)ulun wrrp to drrivp from thfir maritime sitna-

lion. On this suhjfft tho lawpivor could have
learned nothiiifr in Kjrypt. The commerce of that

country was confined to the inland caravan trade.

The Egyptians hated or dreaded the sea, which
they considered either the dwelling of the evil prin-
ciple, or the evil principle itself. At all events,
the Hebrews at this period were cither blind to the
maritime advantagfcs of their situation, or unable
to profit by them. The ports were tie last places
they conquered. Sidoii, if indeeri within theii

boundary, never lost its independence ; Tyre, if n
existed, was a town too obscure to be named
Ecdippa and Acco remained in the power of the

Canaanites ; Joppa is not mentioned as a port till

much later. Tlie manufactures of the people sup-
plied their own wants ; they broug-ht from Effypt
the arts of weaving woollens and linens, stuffs made
of fine goat's hair, and probably cotton ; of dying
in various colours, and bleaching, and of embroi-
dering; of many kinds of carpenter's work; of
building, some of the rules of wliich were regulated
by law ; of making earthenware vessels ; of work-
ing in iron, brass, and the precious mdals, both
casting them and forming them with the tool ; of

gilding, engraving seals, and various other kinds of
ornamental work, which were employed in the con-
sfniction of the altars and sacred vessels of the
Tabernacle.
Thus the posterity of Abraham. Isaac, and .Jacob,

were permanently established in the promised land,
each man, according to the picturesque language of

the country, dwelt under his own vine or his own
figtree. No accident disturbed the peace and har-
mony of the state before the death of .losluia, ex-
cepting a dispute between the tribes within and those
beyond the Jordan. The Transjordauic tribes raised

a public altar to God; this was resented by tht rest
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o! the nation as a signal of defection from the na-

tional religion and national confederacy. But be
fore they resorted to violent ineiuis, they tried an
amicable remonstrance. The ccmference was con-
ducted with temper and moderation, the tril)es be-

yond the river dis(daimed all intention of derogating
from the dignity of the siiigh; national place of

divine worship, and protested that they liad raised

the altar, not for the pnrpose of olfering rival sacri-

fices, but only to connnemorate to their posterity the
signal mercies of their (iod. The explanation was
considered satisfactory, and peace restored.

A short time after this event Joshua, whose mili-

tary prowess and experience had directed the con-
quest of the country, Oii-d. He appointed no suc-
cessor to the supreme authority, and the separate
republics, under the (control of their own chieftains,

and other local officers, assumed the administration
of affairs. The Utopia of the lawgiver conHuenced
its political existence; the land of milk and honey
began to yield its fruits to a simple, free, jind pious
race of husbanchnen, people worlliy of its blessings :

but one fatal act of disobedience, tlie desisting from
the war before their enemies were rooted out, pre-

vented its permanence ; and the land which was in-

tended to be a scene of peace and freedom, before

Icng becdnie that of war and servitude.
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BOOK VI.

THE JUDGES.

JIuthority of the Judges—Iirstruction of the Tribe of Benjamtm
Olhniel Deborah— Gideon .hyhthah—Hamson— Kit Hamuel-
J^omination of Saul as Kin/r.

THE PERIOD

FROM THE EXODUS TO THE BUILDING OK THE TEMPLE.

ieeordxng to Jonephus and St.

Paul, 591 yrs. 6 m.

The desert 40
Conquest and parlitidii 7

To first servitude 20
Mesopotamian servitude 8
Otiitiiel 10 i«e<:oiid servitutle. • 40
M()al)i;e sen'itiide 18

Eliud and Shatiiear 80
Caiiaaiiitisli servitude 3tl

Del)orali and Barak 40
Midiaiiitish servitude 7
Gideon 40
Abinielecli 3
Tola 2-2

Jair 22
Amnionitisli servitude 18

Jcphtliah 6
Ibzan 7
Elon 10

Abdon 8
Pliiliatine sei^itude—Sam- 1 -.,

son and Eli {
^

Anarchy 206
Samuel 12

Samuel and Saul 40
David 40
Solomon 3

591.6

According to the snorter scheme, the Exodus took plare about 149M
B.C. ; according to the lont'er. about U'A^ B.C.

.^rcoriling to the Vulgar Bibl:
C/irnnolugy, 478 yrs. 6 m.

The desert 40
Conquest and partition 6.4

Meso^totaiiiian servitude ) j..

and Olhniel \
**

M>.abaiid F.hud 80
CntiaaniDs and Deborah.... 40
Midian and Gideon 40
T.I Abiiiielech 9.J
Abinielecli—Tola—Jair 48
Jephthah 6
Ibzan—Elon—.\b.lon 25
Eli and Samson 4U
Samuel 21
Saul 40
David 40
Solomon 3

«78Lfl



HEBREW JTDOKS

The period of the Jiulg^es is the heroic zge

Hebrew history. It abounds in wild adviMiture, and

desperate feats of individu;'.! valour. Personal ac-

liviiy, daring, and craft, were the qualifications which
raised the judges to their title and ciuinence. They
appear in their history as gallant insurgents or

guerilla leaders, rather than as grave administrators

of justice, or the regular authorities of a great king-

dom. The name by which they are called, Sopiie-

tim, derived from a word signifying "to judge,"

bears remarkable resemblance to the SufTetes of the

Carthaginians. The office of tlic Hebrew judge

was rather that of the military dictator, raised on an

emergency to the command of the national forces.

What his judicial functions could have been, seems
very doubtful, as all ordinary cases would fall under

the cognizance of the municipal judicatures. Nor
do we find the judges exercising authority, or even

engaged in war, beyond the boundaries of their own
tribe; unless perhaps Deborah, who sate under her

palm-tree judging the tribes of Israel. Yet even

this convention bears the appearance rather of an

organized warlike confederacy, to break the yoke
of the Canaanites, than of a peaceful judicial as-

sembly ; and some of the tribes took no share in her

gallant enterprise, nor, as far as appears, renrlered

any allegiance to her authority. In fact, the want
of union among the tribes arose natur.iUy out of

their disobedience to the commands of their law-

giver, and brought with it the punishment of that

disobedience, not merely in the abandonment of

protectingProvidence, bin in the ordinary course of

events. The neighbourhood of the idolatrous tribes

led to apostacy, apostacy to weakness and serA'iludf.

Kor, as the national strength depended on the na-

tional union, and the only bond of the national union

was the national religion, that bond weakened or

dissolved, the tribes remained a number of scattered

cantons each entirel" dependant on its own in;.r-
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nal resoiirf'os to resist ff)rfign invasioii, or t\\p m-
surrpctioii of tlic (;;m;iaiiitcs.

'I'he imperfect coiiciuest liarl left forniiilable ene-
mies, not only on the frontier, but in the heart of the

hind. 'I'he neecssity of takinir up those arms which
they liad so rashly laid down, speedily hm-ame
urgent. It was no loiifrer, how(!ver, a national war,
but a war of the separate tribes af;ainst their imme-
diate enemies. The Danites were driven into the

mountains by the revolt of the Amorites, and part

of the tribe was obliged to seek a settlement by
force of arms on the extreme northern frontier.

The town of Laish was hence called Dan. .ludah

and Simeon attacked Bezek, a powerful kioig, ol

Jebus or .Jerusalem—defeated him with (jreat loss

—treated him as he had been accustomed to treat

the other kings whom he had subdued, by the muti-
lation of his extremities. They burnt the lower
part of Jenisalem; then, turning their arms south-
ward, expelled the gigantic inhabitants of Hebron:
but Gaza, Askelon, and Ekron, still deiied their

power; and though they starved many of the moun-
tain fortresses to surrender, they dared not encounter
the iron chariots of the inhabitants of the southern
valleys. Kphraim took the town of Bethel ; but the

other tribes seem to have adopted the dangerous
measure of entering into terms with their enemies,
and permitting them to reside in the land on the

payment of tribute. Intermarriages soon followed,

and led to community of religious rites. The
Israelites strayed without scruple intci the sliady

groves, wliere the voluptuous rites of the Canaan-
ites were held, or atteiKled at their gay and splendid
festivals. By degrees they began to incorporate the
two religions, and to pay indiscriminate homage to

the symbolic representations of tlie powers of na-
ture, particularly of the sun and moon, as well as

to their own peculiar God, the Creator of the Urn
verse.
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The decline of tlie national faitli, and tlie disso-

lution of manners, were fearfully exemplified ineer-

tain other transactions which occurred before the

time of the Judges. Part of the Danit( s, on their

way to their conquest of the northern border, took

violent possession of a silver idol, the property of

an nidividual named Micah, and set it up, with a

wanderiuCT Levite for its priest, as an object of reli-

/fious worship. The crime of Benjamin was of a

more cruel nature, and as directly opposite to the

principles of the moral law, as to the spirit of the

national union. Tt led to a bloody civil war, and

almost to the total anniliilation of the guilty tribe.

It is a history of bloody crime, wild justice, and still

wilder mercy. A Levite returninor to his home with

his concubine, or inferior wife, entered, to pass the

night, the city of Gibeah. in the territory of Benja-

min. The dissolute inhabitants abused the wretched
woman till she died. Tlie Levite cut th(> body into

pieces, and sent a portion to each of the tribes. The
whole of Israel assembled as one man at Mizpeh,

heard with indignation the appeal to their justice,

and sent to demand the surrender of the delinquents.

The proud and powerful tribe refusing satisfaction,

the rest declared war, and invaded their territory.

Twice they were defeated with great slaughter:

on the third attack, employing a common stratagem,

they enticed their enemies, by a preten led flight, to

leave the strong walls of Gibeah, and follow them
into the plain. An ambush rose up behin 1 and sur-

prised the city. Benjamin was defeated with the

loss of 25,000 men—the guilty city razed—the whole
land laid desolate—men, wonu'u, and children put

to the sword: COO men alone reuiained strongly

posted on the rock of Riuunon. But even iii the

pride of triumph, and the stern satisfaction of just

revenge, Israel coidd n<»t behold ttie extemiin ition

of one of their tribes without the deepest sorrow

and rcoentancw Yet they had sworn at Mizpeh
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npvnrto give thoir f1;m<jlitnrs in mnrri-itrf t> tho nn-

iKitiiral and rebellious race. How tli'-ii sliall the

families of Benjamin bo rciiew.'il, aii^I Ibe twclvp
tribes of Jacob again meet in their solemn assem-
blies? Strange situations lead to stranije expe-
dients. One city, Jabesh in fJilead, }i;id been gnilty

of that most heinous crime, the desertion of the

common cause at a time of danger and distress.

Tlie city was devoted. All th"^ men were slain

:

the women given to the survivors of Benjamin.
The number not being sufRcieni. the rest of the

Benjamites were permitted to surprise the damsels
dancing at a festival without the g.ites of Shiloh

;

and by these Sabine mirriages the tribe of Benjamin
gradually recovered its strength and consideration.

The generation which had entered the land will

Joshua, is said to have passed away before the de-

clension of the people from the national faith led to

servitude ; but not entirely, for the first deliverer of

the people was Othniel, the nephew an 1 son-in-law of

Caleb, whose name occurs as a brave warrior during
the conquest. A powerful monarchy had now grown
up in Mesopotamia ; the king, Chushan-rishathaim,
extended his conquests at least as far as the Jordan.
The federal league's between the tribes was not yet

so far relaxed but that Othniel, of Judah, took up
their defence. At the end of eight years the Meso-
potamian was entirely defeated, and the whole land

remained in peace for forty more. The eastern

tribes were then assailed by a confederacy of the

Ammonites, Amalekites, and Moabites, under Eglon,
king of the latter tribe. Jericho, the city of palms,
or its site, was also taken, perhaps from the tribe of

Benjamin not having yet recovered its strength.

This oppression lasted eighteen years. The deli-

verance was effected by a desperate enterprise of

Ehud, a Benjamite.* Ehud was a man ambi-dexter,

•It may be objerved, that, althoiieli all ihpsp men were, In Heorew
plirnscology, «aid to be raUed up by the Lord, that is, inspired with Um
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who could use his le ft hand as well as hie right. He
obtained an audience of Eglon, a remarkably fat

man, struck his dagger into his body, escaped,
and flying to the mountainous part of the land 0/

Ephraim, roused tliat powerful tribe, and totally de-

feated the Moabites. Eighty years of peace were
the fruit of this hazardous adventure. 'Die only ex-
ploit recorded of the next judge, Shamgar, is the

slaughter of 600 Philistines with an ox-goad, a for-

midable weapon, if like that described by Maundrell
— a strong pike, eight feet long, and pointed with
iron. By this time the Canaanites in the north had
grown into a powerful people. Hazor, the capital of

Jabin their king, was on the shore of the Samacho-
nite Lake, and his general, Sisera, was a man terrible

for his valour and conduct. For twenty years he
oppressed the northern trilies. Deborah, a high-born
woman of the tribe of Ephraim, richly endowed at

least with the poetic part of the character of a pro-

phetess, was inspired with the noble design of freeing

her brethren from the yoke. She sat in the open air,

under a palm-tree, reminding us of the Velleda of

ancient Germany, and organized a strong confede-
racy. Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, as well

as the northern tribes, obeyed her call. She com-
manded Barak to draw up the forces of Issachar,

Zebulun and Naphtali on the summit of Mount Ta-
bor. The vast army of the (^anaanites, 900 cha-
riots strong, covered the level plain of Esdraelon at

its foot. Barak burst suddeidy from the mountain

—

the Canaanites were broken, and fled. The river

Kishon, which bounded the plain, was swollen, and
multitudes perished in tlie waters. But, for the cri-

minal inactivity of the inhabitants of Meroz, an
adjacent town, who did not join in the pursuit, few-

would have escaped. Sisera fled, and took refuge

noble design, and endowed willi aliiliiy tn di-liver their omniry, yei aU
Uieir particular uctiiins uri-imwliuie attiibuled ti divine diie> liuu.
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in the tent ui' .I;icl, a woman of the Kenite tribe (tlic

descendants of Hobab, Moses' brother-in-law). She
received hini hospitaljly, entertaincil him with the
pastoral rcfreslnneiit of milk, ami left him lo repose.
In h s sleej) slie <lrov(' one of the iron pcf^s of the
tent mto his h(!a(l and killed him. l)eb(jrah's hymn
of trunnph was worthy of the victory. The solemn
reliifious commencement—the picturesque descrif>-

tion of the state of the country—the mustering of
the troops from all quarters—the sudden transition
to the most contemptuous sarcasm against the tribes

that stood aloof—the life, fire, and energy of the
battle—the bitter pathos of the close—lyric poetry
has nothing in any language which can surpass the
boldness and animation of this striking production.
But this hynni has groat historic as well as poetic
value. It is the only description of the relation of
the tribes to each other, and of the state of society
during the period of the Judges. The north(;r«

tribes—Zebuluji, Issachar, Naphtali—appear in a
state of insurrection against their oppressors : they
receive some assistance from Kphraim, Manasseh,
and Benjamin. The pastoral tribes beyond Jordan
remain in unpatriotic inactivity. Dan and Asher are

engaged in their maritime con<'erns ; a curious fact,

for we have no other intimation of any mercantile
transactions of the Hebrews—as these expressions
seem to im[)ly—earlier than th;^ reign of Solomon.
Of Judah and Simeon there is no notice whatever, as
if they had seceded from the confederacy, or were
occupied by enemies of their own.

Thus sang Deborah and Barak, son of Ablnoain,
In the day of viciory ihus tliey sang

:

That Israel hath wrought her mighty vengeance,
That the willhig [leoph- rushed lo'baille,

Oh, iherefiirc, pniUe Jehovah !

Hear, ye kings ! eive ear. ye princes!

I to Jehovah, I will lilt the song.

I will sound the harp to Jehovah, God of Und*
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iehovah ! when thou wentest forth from Sclr

!

When thou niarchedst through the firlds of Edom

.

Quakfd the earth, and poured the lieavens,

Yea, the clouds poured down with water

:

Before Jehovah's face the mountains melted,
That Sinai before Jehovah's face.

The God of Israel.

I.i the days of Shan)par, son of Anath,
In Jael's days, untrodden were the hiRhwayi,
Through the windlnp bypath stnlf the traveller;

Upon the plains deserted lay the hamlets,
Even till that 1, till Deborah arose,

Till I arose in Israel a mother

They chose new gods
;

War was in all their pates

!

Was buckler seen, or lance,

'Moni; forty thousand sons of Israel T

My soul is yours, ye chiefs of Israel

!

And ye, the s»;lf-devotpd of the people.

Praise ye the Lord with nie!

Ye that ride upon the snow-white asses

;

Ye that sil to judge on rich divans ;

Ye that plod on foot the open way.
Come meditate the song.

For the noise of plundering archers by the wells of watet
Now tlipy meet and sing aloud Jehovah's righteo^is acts ;

His righteous acu< the hamlets sing uixjii the open plains,

And enter their deserted gates tJie people of Jehovah.

Awake, Deborah ! awake !

Awake, uplift the sons

!

Barak, awake! and lead iliy captives c.iptive.

Thou son of Abiiioam !

With him a valiant few went down against the mighty,
With me Jehovah's people went down against the strong

First Ephraim, from the Mount of Amalrk,
And after thee, the bands of ncnjamin !

From Machircame the rulers of the |>eople.

From Zebuluu those that bear the marslmll's staff,

And Issachnr's brave princes cauie wlili Deborah,
Issachar, the strength of Barak :

They burst into the valley on his foolsti-ps.

By Reuben's foiuilaiiis there was dei'pdehiiling

—

Why sal'st thou Idle, Reuhrn. 'nud thy herd-stalls 1

Was it to hear the lowing of thy cattle.

By Reuben's fountains there was deep debating

—

And Gilead lingered on the shores of Jordan

—

And Dan, why dwelled he anione his ships'*

—

And Aaherdwelled In his cta-shoie havens.

161
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And datr iipfin tilsrnckBprpclplioiifi.

Bill Zcliiiluii was a di-alli dffyinB ppople,

And Na|iluali t'roin dIF ilie mnunlaln hclKhU.

Came (he kine and foneht,
Fouuhl the kings of Canaan,
By Taanarh, by Meciddo'e waleni,
For the ijoldi'n booty that they won not.

From the heavens they fonsht 'eahist 3iaer«,

In their courses fought their starn acainst him:
The torrent Kishon swept Iheni down,
That anrient river Kishon.
So trample thou, my soul, upon their ini^ht.

Then stamped the clatterinir hooft of prancing horiM
At the flight, at the flichi of the mishty.

Curse ye Meroz, salth the angel of the Lord,
Curse, a twofold curse upon her dastard sonii'

For they came not to the succour of Jfhovah,
To the succour of .lehovah "eainst the mighty.
Above all women ble?t be Jael,

Heber the Kenite's wife,

O'er all the women blest, that dwell iti tent«.

Water he asked—she nave him milk,

The curded milk, in her costliest bowl.

Her left hand to the nail slie set.

Her rieht hand to the workman's hammer

—

Then Sisera she smote—she clave his head

;

She bruised—she pierced his temples.

At her feet he bowed ; he fell ; he lay;

At her feet he bowed ; he fell

;

Where he bowed, there he fell dimd.

From the window she looked forth, she cried.

The mother of Sisera, through the lattice:

" Why is his chariot so long in comicie?
Why tarry the wheels of his chariot ?'

Her prudent women answered ln-r

—

Yea, she herself gave answer to herself—
" Have they not •eized, not shared the spoil *

One damsel, or two damsels to each chief?
To Sisera a many-coloured robe,

A many-coloured robe, and richly broidered.

Many coloured, and broidered round the neck."

Thus perish all thine enemies, Jehovah;
And thiwe who love thee, like the sun, sliine forth

The sun In all iis glory.*

*Iu the above translation an attempt is made to pr««erve sometfiln|
Hke a rhythmical flow. It adheres to the oriL'iiial laneuaBi-, excepting
where »n occasional word is, but rarely, inserted, for the sake of pet
spicully.
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At the end of forty years of peace new enemies
kppeared—the wild hordes of the desert. Midi-

anites, Amalekites, and other nomadic tribes, swept

over almost the whole land, pitched their tents, and

fed their camels in the midst of the ricli corn-Uelds

of Israel. This was the most extensive and destruc-

tive serA'itude the nation had yet suffered. The
people fled to mountain fastnesses, and hid them-

selves in caves. The land lay uncultivated, the

cattle were destroyed, and afrrievons famine ensued.

The miserable Israelites called upon their God for

succour, and Gideon, of the tribe of Manasseh, re-

ceived the divhie commission as the deliverer of his

country. An angel a})peared to him while he was
thrashing corn by stealtli in an undergnnmd wine-

press; preternatural siirns convinced him of the ce-

lestial nature of his visitant. (Jideon had offered,

as a present to this superior being, a kid and a small

portion of flour: he laid tlieni ona rock. Tlieangel

touched them, and fire arose from the rock and con-

sumed them. His first exploit, after liaving built an

altar, and, according to divine command, offered

sacrifice, was to overthrow at midnight the altar of

Baal in the city of Ophrah. His father Joash was
commanded by the indignant citizens to bring forth

his son to be punished for this offence. Will ye

plead for Baal? said the old man : let Ban. pleadJor

himself. And Gideon thence was called Jerub-baal

—let Baal plead. The whtde host of the invaders

ay encamped on the plain of .lezreel. Gideon de-

manded a sign from heaven ; it was granted. One
night, the dews which fall so copiously in those re-

gions, fell only on a fleece wliicli he had spread ; the

next night the ground was st.eep<-d witli moisture

—

the fleece remained dry. Gideon now iireiiar.'d for

a vigorous attack; 2*2,000 men, from Manasseh, Ze-
bulun, Naptliali, and Ashcr, rallied at the sound oi

his tnim[)er -b it tlic victory was to be achieved by

a mnch sni iU(>r band. 'I'lie arinv was lirsi dnni
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nished to 10,000—all whose valour could not be

relied on boinjj allowed lo return home. These
were again reduced, byasinjrular process, of which
it is difficult to discover the ineaninsj. They were
led to the waterside : those who knelt down to drink

were dismissed; those who stood uj), and lifted the

water to their lij)S with their hands, were retained

Thus 300 of the bravest were chosen for a niglit

attac^k. Each of these had a trumpet, a concealed

lamp, and an earthen pot. At the onset, each crashed

his pot in pieces, and blew his truitipet with all his

might. The wild and mingled tribes awoke, and, in

their panic and confusion, turned their arms upon
each other. The herds, and particularly the camels
affrighted at the lights, ran wildly about, and addtd

to the tumult. The fugitives were slain by the rest

of Gideon's troops. The Kphraimites now joined

the insurrection, pursued the remnant of the Midian-

tes beyond Palestine, and slew two of their princes,

Oreb and Zeb. Their indignation against Gideon,

at not being earlier summoned to the war, was
soothed by the courtesy of the leader. Gideon took

a dreadful revenge on the inhabitants of Succoth
for having refused refreshment to his famishing war-
riors—he scourged their elders to death with thorns.

He inflicted as dreadful a chastisement on the sur-

viving princes of Midian, Zebah and Zalmuna, who
had slain his kindred: he put them to death without

mercy; and thus the war ended with the loss of

120,000 men to the Midianites. The gratitude of

his compatriots induced them to make an offer of

royal authority to Gideon, but his ambition was sa-

tisfied with the deliverance of his country; he re-

turned, to dwell in quiet in his native city. Yet even
Gideon fell into a direct violation of the law. From
the spoil of the Midianites, who, like all the inhabit-

ants of those regions, wore enormous golden ear-

rings, and from the splendid raiment of the kings, he

made an ephod or priestly garment ; and set up a
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worship distinct from the one sacred place in Shiloh,
where the ark rested.

After the death of Gideon, his bastard son Abi-
melech, a daring and bloody man, determined to

attain the crown whifh his father had rejofted. He
formed a conspiracy with his mother's kindred at

Shechem ; with a band of adventurers fell unex-
pectedly on Ophrah ; seized his father's seventy
sons, slew tliem all ; and, in a grreat convention o(

the Shechemites and the inhabitants of the neio-h-

bonring towns, was elected king by acclamation.
Of all Gideon's sons, .lolham alone, the youngest,
had escaped. On the summit of Gerizim, which
overlooked Shechem, he denounced the usurper,

and reproved the people in the well-known parable :

" The olive tree and the vine refused to assume the

royal dignity, but the worthless bramble accepted at

once the first offer of a tyrannous superiority over
the trees of the forest." The authority of Abime-
lech seems to have been confined to Shechem and
its neighbourhood ; the other tribes neither contri-

buted to his rise or downfall. But the fickle She-
chemites, after tliree years, began to be wear\' of

their king, and attempted to tlirow off the yoke.
The usurper was not wanting in vigour and prompti-
tude ; he took the city, razed it to the ground, and
burned the citadel, on which they seem to have
relied as a place of strength. Pursuing his con-
quests, he was accidentally wounded by a woman
during an attack on Thclicz, but disdaining to die by
60 ignoble a hand, hccotiinianded his armour-bearer
to pierce him with his sword.
Two undistinguished names follow in the list of

judges: Tola, of the tribe of Issachar, who nevei^
theless dwelt at Shamir in the mountainous country
of the Ephrainiiles; and Jair, a Gileadife. whose
thirty sons were masters of thirty cities, and rode on
thirty ass colts. A new apostacy led to a new
iivasion. The Philistines attacked the southern
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border; and a more formidable enemy, the Am-
monites, not merely subdued the tribes beyond
Jordan, but erossed the river, and eng^nged the

combined forces of P^phraim, Judah, and Benjamin.
Jephthah, a bastard son of Giiead, having been

wrongfully expelled from his father's house, had
taken refuge in a wild country, and become a noted
capttin of freebooters. II is kindred, groaning under
foreign oppression, began to look to their valiant,

though lawless compatriot, whose profession how-
ever, according to their usage, was no more dis-

honourable than that of a pirate in the elder days of

Greece. They sent for liim, and made him head of

their city. Jephthah's first measure was to send an
embassy to the Ammonitish king, remonstrating on
his unprovoked aggression. The Ammonite de-

manded the formal smrender of the transjordanic

provinces, as the patrimony of his own ancestors
and of those of his allies. Negotiations being
fruitless, Jephthah prepared for war. But before he
set forth he made the memorable vow, that, if he
returned victorious, he would sacrifice as a burnt

offering whatever first met hiin on his entrance into

his native city, Mizpeh. He gained a splendid vic-

tory ; but it was neither one of those animals
appointed for sacrifice, nor even an unclean beast,

an ass, or camel, prohibited by the law, which was
destined for the burnt offering of Jephthah. At the

news of her father's victory-, his only daughter
came dancing forth in the gladness of her heart,

and with the most jocund mstrumeuts of music, to

salute the deliverer of his people. The miserable

father rent his clothes in agony, but the noble-spirited

maiden would not hear of the evasion or disregard

of the vow ; she only demanded a short period to

bewail upon the mountains, like the Antigone of

Sophocles, her dying without hope of becoming a

bride or mother of Israel, and tlien submitted to her

5ate Many learned writers have laboured to relieve
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the Jewish annals and the character of the judge
from the imputation of human sacrifice, and have
supposed that Jephthah's daughter was consecrated

to the service of the tabernacle, and devoted to per-

petual virginity. But all these expedients are far

more improbable, than that a fierce freebooter, in a

period of anarchy, should mistake an act of cruel

superstition for an act of religion ; and it is certain

that vows of celibacy were totally unknown among
the Hebrews, and belong to a different stage of

society. Another objection of Mif^haelis is fatal

to these views. The daughter could not be con-
secrated to the service of the high priest, for the

high priest and the ark were then at Shiloh, in the

territory of Ephraim, with whom Jephthah was at

deadly war. The haughty and overbearing cha-

racter of this tribe resented, as usual, their not

being summoned to take the lead in the Ammon-
itish war. They threatened to wreak their ven-
geance on Jephthah and his adherents ; but the

Gileadite chieftain defeated them, and at the pas-

sage of the Jordan, distinguishing the Ephraimites
by a peculiar pronunciation, (Shibboleth, water-
streams, they sounded as Sibboleth,) put them to

the sword without mercy to the number of 42,000.

Jephthah enjoyed his dignity for seven years ; then
follow a list of undistinguished names ; of their

actions, or against whom they waged war, the re-

cord is silent. Ibzan of Bethlehem judged seven

;

Elon of Zebulun ten ; Abdon, an Ephraimite, eight

years.

The oppressions of the foreign powers which had
hitherto overrun or subdued Palestine, had been
heavy and debasing while they lasted, but once
repelled, the invaders retired within their own fron-

tiers ; the Philistines on the southern borders were
more dangerous and implacable enemies to the peace
of Israel. They had subdued apparently the whole
allotment of Simeon; this tribe was annihilated, or



i68 HI3TOKY OK TIIK Ji;W3.

scattered for refuge among the rest. Gaza ?ind

\shkelon won; in llie powtir of tho conqufrors, and
their frontier extended to tluit of J)an. At this

juncture tlie most extraordinary of the Jewish
heroes appeared; a man of {)rodioious physical
power, winch he displayed not in any vigorous and
consistent plan of defence against the enemy, but

in the wildest feats of p(;rsonal daring. It was his

amusement to plunge headlong into peril, from which
he extricated himself by his individual strength.

Samson never app(;ars at the head of an army, hig

campaigns are conducteil in his own single person.
As in those of the (irecian Hercules, and the Ara-
bian Antar, a kind of comic vein runs through the

early adventures of the stout-hearted warrior, in

which love of women, of riddles, and of slaying
Philistines out of mere wantonness, vie for the

mastery. Yet his life began in marvel, and ended
in the deepest tragedy. An angel announced to the
wife of Manoah, a man of eminence in the tribe of

Dan, that her barrenness should be removed, and
that she should become the mother of a wonderful
child. The child was to be a Nazarite from the

womb, that is, dedicated by vow to the Lord ; he
was, therefore, to allow his hair to grow, and pre
serve the most rigid abstinence. A second time
the angel appeared to .Manoah and his wife, renewed
the command and the promise, and mounting with
the smoke of the sacrifice they had offered, ascended
into Heaven. When Samson grew up, his first

demand was, that he might marry a Philistine

woman, whom he had seen and fallen in love with
at Timnath. With reluctance his parents con-
sented, for they suspected some latent design against
the oppressor. As he went down to Timnath, a

young lion roared at him ; Samson tore him ;isunder

with his hands. The next time he passed that way
bees had hived in the hon's c,^rcass, and at his

bridal feast he gave this riddle to tlie thirty youth?
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who attendod him, if tliey found it out he was to

forfeit to each a sheet and a gamient, if they did

not, they were to pay the same to liim. Out of the

eater cameforth meat, and out of the strong cameforth
srveetness. At the entreaty of his wife he betrayed

the secret to her, ar.d she to her countrymen. Had
ye not ploughed with my heifer, ye hud not found out

my riddle, replied the indignant Iridegroom, and

immediately set out and sh^w thirty Philistines, in

order to make good his promise. He then returned

home in anger, but in a short time visiting his wife

again, he found her married to another. To revenge

himself he caught three hundred jackals, tied them
tail to tail with a fire-brand between them, and

turned them loose into the dry corn-fields of the

Philistines. In return they burned his wife and

her father to death. Samson immediately fell or.

them, and slew great numbers : he then took refuge

onarock called fttam. The Philistines were assem-

bled in a narrow i)asp, from some fanciful resem

blance to the jaw-bone of an ass, or more probably

from the adventure of vSamson, called Lehi. Sc

completely were the valiant tribe of Judah disheart

ened by the Philistine oppression, that, to appease

their wrath, they dc temiined to surrender vSamson.

They seized and bound him, and brouglit him to the

pass. There the spirit of the Lord came upon him,

he burst the bonds like flax, seized the jaw-bone ot

an ass that lay in the way, and with this strange

weapon slew a thousand men. But exhausted with

fatigue and thirst, he began to faint, the ground was
suddenly cloven, and a spring of water flowed

before his feet. His next exploit was to visit a

harlot in Gaza, the capital city of his enemies. They
closed their gates, and waited quietly to seize their

formidable foe. At midnight Samson arose, binsl

the gates, took them on his shoulders, and left them

on a hill near twenty miles distant. He then fell

into the more fatal snares of Delilah. The l^hilislnip
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chiefta.nb bribed hrr to obtain the secret oi his prr*.

digious strength. Twice he eluded her; the third

time he betrayed himself into her power. It lay in

the accomplishment of his Na/arilish vow, part of

which was never to permit his hair to be shorn. In

his sleep she deprived him of his hair and of his

strength. The Philistines seized him, put out his

eyes, bound him with brazen fetters, and set him to

the ser\'ile task of grinding at the mill. The grave

and solemn mind of Milton has seized upon the

historj' of Samson at this point, and arrayed the

close of his life in all the grandeur of heroic patience

and resignation. The insults of the Philistines did

not end with the prison; savages delight in making
a public exhibition of distinguished (;aptives, and
this barbarous people sent for their prisoner to

contribute to their diversion in a kind of rude am-
phitheatre, in the area of which stood the cajitive

;

the roof, which formed the seats, was crowded
with spectators. 15ut the strength of Samson had
now returned; the whole building was supported

by two pillars, which he grasped, and leaning him-

self forward, dragged down the whole building,

burying himself and all his enemies in one common
ruin.

While Samson was thus wasting his prodigal

strength, not altogether uselessly, for, without doubt,

the terror of his name retarded the progress of the

Philistine conquests, and inspired courage into the

disheartened Israelites; still without that permanent
advantage to the liberty of his countrymen which
might have been expected from such preternatural

powers, regulated by prudence and self-restraint ; a

wiser and more useful head of the state was gn w-
mg up within the sacred precincts of the tabernacle.

Hannah, one of the wives of Elkanah, a Levite who
resided in Rama-Zophim, a city in Mount Ephr.iim,

made a vow, that if the curse of barrenness were
remced from her, she would devote her first-bori"
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(o tho service of God. Samuel, her son, was thu3

eduidted in the service of the high priest VAl. It

was to be expected that the high priest would obtain

gieat weight and authority in the Hebrew constitu-

tion. Wherever the ark resided, might be consi-

dered the temporary capital of the state. The
present ciicumstances of the Hebrew history con-

tributed to exalt still higher the sacerdotal power
The tabernacle and the ark were at Shiloh in the

territory of Ephraim, from its fortunate central

position the most powerful, as the least exposed to

foreign invasion, of all the provinces. The northern

and eastern tribes had enough to do to defend their

frontiers ; Judah, the great rival of Ephraim, now
tamely acknowledged the Philistines as their mas-
ters. Hence the uncontested pre-eminence of the

Ephraimites led to a temporary union of a civil as

well as religious supremacy in the high priest Eli.

But Eli was now old and almost blind, his criminal

indulgence to his sons Hophni and Phineas had
brought disorder and lii-entiousness into the sacred

ceremonies. The priests had become overbearing

and tyrannical; instead of taking the portions of

the sacrifices assigned by the law, they selected all

the better parts for their own use ; and Hophni and
Phineas had introduced still worse abuses, those

which disgraced the voluptuous rites of the heathen

deities. They debauched the women who assem-

bled before the tabernacle, and the worship of Je

hovah was thus in danger of becoming as impure,

as that of Baal Peor, or the Babylonian Mylitta

In the midst of this corruption the blameless

Samiiel grew up to manhood. Already in his

eahy youth he had received divine iiUimations of

his future greatness ; the v ice of God, while he

slumbered within the area where the tabernacle

stood, had three times called upon his name ; and
at length aroused him, and commanded him to com-
municate to the atred Eli the fate which awaited
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his family. The war bptween tlm Philistinr's an^*

Israelit(!S hrok^ out anew ; whether the Israelites,

encouraged by the destruclioii of so many of the

Philistme ehieftains in the fall of the temple al

Gaza, had endeavoured to throw off the yoke, oi

whether the Philistines seized the opportunity ol

Samson's death to extend their dominion, does not
appear. A bloody battle took plaee at Aphek, in

the northern part of .Tudah, in which the Israelites

were totally defeated, and in their desperation
they determined to resort to those means of con-
quest which had proved irresistible under the di-

rection of Josliua. They sent to Shiloh for the
ark of God, and placed it in th.: centre of their

forces, but the days were gone when the rivers

dried up, and the walls of cities fell down, and the
enemy fled at once before the symbol of the pre-
sence of Israel's God. The measure was unau-
thori7-*d by the Divine command. Yet even the vic-

torious Philistines were not free from hereditary ap-
prehension of the mighty God, who had discomfited
the Egyptians, and subjugated the whole land of the
Canaanites. They exhorted each other to maintain
their character for valour. The Israelites fought
with desperate but unavailing resolution—the iron
chariots of the Philistines triumphed. Thirty thou-
sand Israelites perished, and the ark of God fell into

the hands of the imcircumcised—the guilty sons of

Eli were slain in its defence. The aged high priest

sat by the wayside in dreadful anxiety for the fate

of the ark. A messenger rushed in, bearing the sad
intelligence ; a wild cry ran through the whole city,

the blind old man, now ninety-eight years of age,
fell from his scat, broke his neck, and died. The
wife of Phineas was seized with the pains of pre-
mature labour; the women around her endeavoured
to console her with the intelligence that she had
borne a male child ; she paid no attention to their

words, and oidy uttered a passionate exclamation.
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oy which we may judge how strongly the religious

reverence for the divine worship was rooted in the

hearts of the Israelites. The pride and exultation

of maternal tenderness, the grief for her father-in

law and her husband were absorbed in a deeper

feeling. She said, the ark of Glx is taken; and she

called her child Ichabod, the gloiy is departed from
Israel.

Nothing now remained to the race of Abraham
but the prospect of hopeless and irremediable ser-

vitude. Their God had abandoned them—perhaps

might appear on the side of their enemies. Not
merely the glory, and the independence, even the

political existence of Israel seemed departed with

the ark, departed for ever. With what amazement
and joy must the extraordinarj' intelligence have
been received, that, after seven months, the Philis-

tines were sending back the ark of God, not in con
tempt of his power, but with signs of reverential

terror. They had sent the strange deity from city to

city, everywhere their own gods had been rebuked,

the statues had fallen prostrate, their harvests haQ
been wasted by mice, their persons afflicted by a

loathsome disease. They yoked two milch kine to

the car, and loaded it witli propitiatory offerings.

Instead of lingering near their calves, the kine had
set off on the direct road to Belhshemesh, within the

border of the Israelites. There the Levites nceived
it, and sacrificed the kine to the Almighty. The
profane curiosity of the inhabitants of Bcthshemcsh
was punished, seventy men were struck dead for

presuming to look within the ark, which was soon
after solemnly removed to the city of Kiriath-

jearim.

Yet twenty years longer the Israelites groaned
under the yoke of the Philistines ; but Samuel was
now gro'vn to manhood, and was established not

merely with the authority of a juilgc, but likewise

of a prophet. The liigli priesthood hud passed into
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tlip next branch of the family of Eli, and stnilt into

omparative insignificance before the acknowledged
weight of the new leader. Samuel, having laboured
with surcess to extirpate the idolatrous practice*

which liad grown up among the people, summoned
a general assembly at Mizpeh. The Philistines

took alarm, and put their forces in motion to sup-

press the insurrection. The Israelites were full of

terror, but too far engaged to recede ; their confi-

dence in the favour of God towards their righteous

judge, induced them to risk their safety on the

acceptance of his prayers. The event was a vic-

tory so complete, caused partly by a tremendous
storm, that the Philistines were forced to evacuate
the whole country', and to accept of equitable terms
of peace.

The civil administration of Samuel was equally
prosperous. He united at least all the southern
tribes under his authority : he held three annual
sessions of justice at Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpeh

:

his residence he fixed in his native city of Kamah.
But his sons, who in his old age were installed in

the judicial office, did not follow the example of their

upright father ; they were venal and corrupt. The
people therefore, having seen the superior efficacy

of the monarchical government, which prevailed in

the neighbouring countries, by a formal representa-

tion of their elders, demanded that their republican

polity should be changed into an hereditary king-

dom. It is most remarkable that Mo.^es had anti-

cipated this resolution ; and, providing against the

contingency of kingly government, had laid down
regulations for the election of a sovereign and the

administration of regal power. The king was not

to be a foreigner, lest the independence of the coun-
try should be lost, and the Israelitish common-
wealth silk into a province of some great empire.

He was prohibited from maintaining any force ol

cavalry, lest he should attempt foreign conquest, to
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the neglect or danger of the internal streiiutli and
ecurity of the kingdom. The lawgiver either per-

ceived that a free republic, or rather a federal

government of twelve distinct republics, was an ex-

periment in the constitution of society, or that

the external relations of ttie commonwealth might
so far change as to require a more vigorous execu
tive. The avowed objects of the peoj>le in demand-
ing a king were, the more certain achninistration of

justice, and the organization of a strong and per-

manent military force; that our king' might judge
us, and go out before us, and Jight our battles. The
national militia, untrained and undisciplined, might
be sufficient to repel the tumultuary invasions of the

wandering tribes ; but they had now to resist power-

ful monarchies, and the formidable league of the

Philistine chieftains, who could bring into the field

an overwhelming power of chariots and cavalry.

The prosperity of the state under David and Solo-

mon amply justifies the deviation from the original

constitution. The conduct of Samuel on this occa-

sion was prudent and moderate : he fairly laid

before the people the dangers of an oriental des-

potism, the only monarchy then known, with all the

exactions and oppressions of arbitrary power; and

left them to make their choice. Tlie popular feel-

ing was decided in favour of the change. The next

object therefore was the election of the king. The
nomination took place by divine instruction, but

maybe admired on the plainest principles of human
policy. The upright and disinterested Sumuel
showed no favour to his own family, kindred, or

tribe. It was expedient that the king should be

chosen from the southern tribes, as more inmiedi-

ately exposed to the most dangerous and implacable

enemy. A prince of Aslier or Naptliali miglit have

neglected the interests of .ludah and Uenjanun. An
election frf>m the great rival tribes of Efihraim or

Judah might exiiie mutu-.d iewlousv, or dread of a

I.-P
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domineering influence among the weaker clanB. A
youth of sinfTularly tall and sirikini? person, an emi-
nent distinction in the East, arrived at Ramah.
He was the son of a Benjamitish chieftani, and had
been wanderins^ in search of some asses, a valuable

property, which his father had lost. Him Samuel
is directed to nominate and receive with regal

honours. Giving him the chief seat and distin-

guished portion at a feast where thirty persons were
present, he proceeds privately to anoint him as the

future king. But the youth was to be Prepared for

his high office by a course of religious mstruction;
and his mind imbued with deep and powerful enthu-

siasm for the national law and national faith. He
was sent to one of those schools of the prophets,

most likely instituted by Samuel, where the pupils

were initiated in the circle of Hebrew education,

religious knowledge, religious music, and religious

poetry. Here the character of the youth was totally

changed : he mingled in the sacred dances ; his

spirit became full of lofty and aspiring thoughts
So totally were the former levity and carelessness

of his youth cast off, that his wandering compatriots
exclaimed, Is Saul also among the prophets? Thus
qualified for the royal dignity, at a solemn assembly
at Mizpeh, Saul is designated by lot, and received as
king, not indeed without murmur or opposition from
some few factious spirits, but by the unanimous
consent of the great majority. His first measure
was bold, and answerable to the public expectation,

as showing that the strength and vigilance of the

royal power would extend its protection to the

remotest part of the commonwealth. Nahash, king
of the Ammonites, had invaded the Transjordanic
tribes, and now besieged the town of Jabez, in

Gilead. He demanded that the inhabitants should
submit to have their eyes put out ; a revolting act

of cruelty, which he had exacted, as a sign of sub-

jection, from all tlie people he had subdued. Tlie
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inhabitants sent in all haste to the king for succour.

Saul instantly hewed a yoke of oxen to pieces, and
sent this sign, hke the fiery cross of the High-
landers, to summon all the tribes of Israel. The
army mustered to tlie number of 330,000 men.
The Ammonites were totally defeated and dispersed.

The young king signalized his victory by an act

of mercy; though persuaded to use his power to

revenge himself on the factious persons who had
opposed his elevation, he refused, and declared that

the life of no Israelite should be sacrificed at such a

period of public rejoicing.

Encouraged by this prosperous commencement,
Samuel assembled the people at Gilgal. Here the

upright magistrate solemnly appealed to the whole
assembly to bear witness to the justice and integrity

of his administration, invited their scrutiny, and

defied their censure : and thus, hiiving given a public

accoimt of his charge, rebuked the people both by
his own words and a sign from heaven, a thunder-

storm at the unusual time of the wheat-harvest, for

their innovation on the established constitution

without direct pre-instruction from heaven, he sur-

rendered his judicial authority, and proceeded to the

formal inauguration of the king elect.

Thus ended the period of the Judges ; a period, if

carelessly sun'eyed, of alternate slavery and bloody

struggles for independence. Hence may rashly be

inferred the total failure of the Mosaic polity in

securing the happiness of the people. It has already

been shown that the views of the legislator were

not completely carried into effect, and that the

miseries of the people were the natural consequences

of their deviation from their original statutes. But,

m fact, out of this period of about 460 years, not

one-fourth was passed under foreign oppression, and

many of the servitudes seem to have been local,

extending only over certain tribes, not over the

whole nation. Above 300 years of pi-ai-cful aiiJ
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jueveritful happiness rpiiiain, to which history, only
faithful in recording the crimps and suffprings of

man, boars the favourahk> tostimony of her silence.

If the Hebrew nation did not enjoy a high degree of

intellectual civilization, yet as simple husbandmen,
possessing perfect freedom, equal laws, the regular

administration of justice—cultivating a soil which
yielded bountifully, yet required but light labour

—

with a religion strict as regards the morals which
are essential to individual, domestic, and national

peace, yet indulgent in every kind of social and fes-

tive enjoyment,—the descendants of Abraham had
reached a higher state of virtue and happiness than

anj' other nation of tlie period. A uniform sim-

plicity of manners pervaded the whole people ; they

were all shepherds or husbandmen. Gideon was
summoned, to deliver his country, from the thrash-

ing-floor : iSaul, even after he was elected king, was
found driving his herd : David was educated in the

sheepfold. But the habits of the people are no-

where described with such apparent fidelity and
'ively interest as in the rural tale of Ruth and her

kinsman— a histor\- which unites all the sweetness
of the best pastoral poetr}- with the truth and simpli-

city of real life. Now, however, we must turn to

the rise, the greatness, and the fall of the Hebrew
monarchv.
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BOOK VII.

THE MONARCHY.

Reign of Saui—Liavid—Death of Saul— Union of the whole Kingdom
under David—Hit conquests— Occupation of JerusaUm— Hia crimt—Expulsion—Restoration—Deo'A—Solomon— The Building of the

Tempk—Magnificence and Commerce of Solomon.

Some time must have elapsed between the iiomi

nation of Saiil and his active and regular adminis-
tration of the kingly office: he was a youth when
nominated, his son Jonathan now appears grown
up, a gallant and daring uarrior. The monarch's
first care was to form a regular and disciplined

army; for the Philistines were mustering the most
numerous and overpowermg host they had ever
brought into the field. Jonathan began the war by
attacking a garrison at Geba, before the preparations

were completed. The Philistines broke into the

country, and, with 3000 chariots and 6000 horse,

swept the whole region. The panic-stricken Israel-

ites fled on all sides: the few troops wliicli obeyed
the trumpet of Saul met at Gilgal. Here Saul, iu

direct violation of the Hebrew constitution and the

express command of Samuel, took upon liimsclf the

priestly function, and offered sa(;rifice. The union of

these two offices in one person would eilher have
given an overweening weight to the kingly authority;

or the religious primacy, instead of maintaining its

independent dignity, would have sunk into a sub-

ordinate branch of the royal office. Samuel, who
if he offered sacrifice, probably assumed that righi

as belonging to the prophetic function, denounced,
as the penalty of Saul's offence, tliat the kingdom
should not be hereditary in his line, but pass into

that of a man more obedient to the divine institu-



180 IIISTOKY OF TlIK JEWS.

tions. In tlio meantime the Philistines overran the

territory; part turned southward to the valley near
the Dead Sea, part to the niouiitanious country of

Ephraim, part towards the Jonian as far as Ophrah.
They seized all the arms, and carried away all the

smiths in the country, forcinir the inhabitants to go
to their towns to get all their larger implements of
husbandry ground. Saul occupied the strong for-

tress of Gibeah with 600 ill-armed men. From this

critical situation he was delivered by an adventurous
exploit of Jonathan. This daring youth, unknown
to his father, and accompanied oidy by his armour-
bearer, scaled a rock which was an outpost of the

enemy, slew twenty nwn, and threw such confusion
into the camp that the army, most likely formed of
different tribes, fell upon each other. Saul, per-

ceiving this from the height of Gibeah, rushed
down, and increased the tumult. The Philistines

fled on all sides: the Israelites sallied forth from
their hiding-places in the woods and rocks, and slew
them without mercy. The blow would have been
more fatal but for an imyiolitic vow of Saul, who
had adjured the people not to taste food till the close

of the day. Many evils ensued from this rash oath.

The weary soldiers could not pursue their advan-
tage : when they came to eat, they seized the spoil,

and, in direct violation of the law, eat the meat
while the blood was still in it. Saul hastened to

prevent this crime, and commanded a large stone to

be rolled forward, on which the cattle might be
slain, and the blood flow off. Worse than all, Jona-
than was found to have violated the vow, of which
he was ignorant, by tasting a little wild honey.
Saui was about to sacrifice his noble and victorious

son for this breach of discipline and the Hebrew
armals might have anticipated the glory or the crime
of the Roman Torquatus, but the people, with more
humane feeling, interfered, and forbade the exe^'U-

tion.
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Saul continued to wage a successful war with the
enemies on all quarters: the most harassingf and
unconquerable were the wild tribes of tlie desert,

called the Amalekites. 'I'hese fierce marauders
constantly hovered on the borders, swelled the Pln-

listine armies, or followed in the rear, like Tartai
hordes, pillaging and massacring ; and, as the Israel-

ites had no cavalry, retreated witliout loss to th^

security of their deserts. It was a cruel but inevi-

table policy to carry a war of extermination into

their country. There was an old feud of blood
between the nations, since tlieir first attack on the

Israelites near Sinai. The war-law of nations, and
necessity, as well as the divine command, justified

this measure. Even the flocks and herds were to

be involved in the general destruction, lest the scat-

tered fugitives (for the tribe were not so entirely

annihilated but that it appeared again in force during
David's residence at Ziklag,) should reassemble, and
form a new settlement on the Israelitish frontier.

Iji the conduct of this expedition Saul again trans-

gressed the divine commandment: he reserved the

best part of the sjjoil, under the pretext of offering

it in sacrifice, and spared the life of the king. There
seems to be an obvious policy in this command to

destroy all plunder, lest tlie Israelites should have
been tempted to make marauding excursions upon
their neighbours, and by degrees be trained up as

an ambitious and conquering people. This danger
the lawgiver clearly foresaw, if they sliould fall

under a monarchy. Agag tiie king of the Amalek-
ites, to whom the Jews owed long arrears of ven-
geance for his cruelties to their couiilrymen, was
hewn in pieces bcl'ore the altar by the command ot

Samuel— a fearful example to the merciless chief-

tains of the wild triltes: Jis ihij sword hath rnadt

women childless, so shiilt thy mother be childless among
women. I3ul his repeated acts of disobedience had
destroyed all iiopeoi' finding in Saul a religious and
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constitutional kintr, punctual in his conformity to

the law of the land and to the divine commandment.
^ \nother fatal olycction to his sovereiijnly, and that

of his race, began to display itself: he was seized

with the worst malady to which mankind is subject;

and as the paroxysms of his insanity became more
frequent and violent, the brave though intractable

warrior sunk into a moody and jealotis tyrant.

The early history of David is involved in con-

siderable difficulty. The events are here related in

what appears the most easy and natural order.

Samuel, by the divine command, went down to

Bethlehem to sacrifice, and there selected and
anointed as king the youngest of the eight sons of

Jesse; a beautiful youth, then employed in his fa-

ther's pastures, where he had already signalized his

bravery by combating and slaying two wild beasts,

a lion and a bear. A short time after, in the course
of the Philistine war, the whole army of the Israel-

ites was defied by a gigantic champion, Goliath of

Gath, who was almost cased in brazen armour.
Notwithstanding a splendid reward offered by Saul,

no warrior dared to confront this terrible foe. Sud-
denly a youth, of modesty and piety equal to his

beauty and valour, appeared ; accepted the combat,
slew the insulting Philistine with a stone from his

sling, and returned in triumph, with the head of the

enemy, to the camp. This bold achievement en-

deared David to the kindred spirit of Jonathan, the

son of Saul, and proved the commencement of a

romantic friendship, one of the most beautiful inci-

dents in the Jewish annals. But in their triumphant
songs the maidens of Israel had raised the fame of

David above that of Saul : deep and ranklingjealousy
sank into the distempered mind of the monarch.
For several years the increasing malady preyed
upon his spirit, till it was thought that the power of

music (in modern times, and among nations less

susceptible of deep cmotioiis from sound, employed
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not without success in cases of derangement,) might
sooth him to composure. David, who may have
passed the intermediate time in a prophetic school,

had attained that exquisite sivill in music and poetry
which appears in the energy and tenderness of his

psalms. He was summoned to attend upon the

kingf. At first the wayward spirit of Saul is allayed;

but the paroxysms return : twice he attempts the

life of David; but his trembling hand cannot direct

the spear with fatal force. In his lucid interval he
promotes David to a military command, in which
the future king acquires universal popularity. A
short time after, Saul promises him his daughter in

marriage, on the invidious condition that he should
bring the foreskins of a hundred Philistines. David
and his troop slew two hundred ; and received not
Merab, the daughter of Saul, who had been promised
to him at first, but Michal, who loved him tenderly,

as his reward. In a conference with the Philistine

chieftains, he acquired great reputation, even among
the enemy, for his wisdom in council. The jea-

lousy of Saul again broke out, but was allayed by
the friendly interference of Jonathan. New tri-

umphs of David excited new hostility ; and hardly
saved by a stratagem of his wife, who placed an
image in his bed, he fled to Samuel, at Ramah.
Officers were despatched to seize him : they found
him employed among the sacred choir, who, with
Samuel at their head, were chanting some of their

Bolemn religious hymns. The messengers were
seized with the same enthusiasm, and mingled their

voices with those of the prophets. Three times
the awe of the inspired prophets thus prevented the

oflicers of Saul from executing his command. At
length Saul himself set forth with the same hostile

design; but his melancholy spirit was not proof

against the sacred contagion ; the early and gentle

associations of his youth arose within him; he too

cast off his royal habits, and took his former place

in the devotional assembly.
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After this rcconoiliation, David was rosnicd (tone

.lew danpr-r l)y the j,renoroiis intervention of Jona-

than. This noble youth not merely sacrificed his

hopes of a kiiitrly succession to his friend, lliS

designated heir of the tliroiie; hut, confrontiu'i the

worst paroxysm of his father's frenzy, had nearly

lost his life. Tiie laiice aimed at him missed it?

blow. David was made acquainted with the fniiiirt

of his friend's interference by a concerted siirnr.l,

and after takinsr a \ou<r farewell of Jonathan, lie

made his escape to Nob, a sacerdotal city in the

tribe of Benjamin. Mere he pretended a secret

mission from the king; deceived by his plausible

story, in order to hasten him on his way, the priest

bestowed on him a part of the bread-offering, which
it was profanation in any but those of Levitical race

to touch ; and the more valuable present of Goliath's

sword, which had been laid up as a trophy. David

then fled to Gath; but mistrusting the hospitality of

the Philistine king, he feigned idiocy, and escaped
to a wild cave, that of Adullam, where he became
the captain of an independent troop of adventurers,

composed of the discontented and distressed from

all quarters. He was joined by some marauders,

warriors of remarkable bravery, from the tribe of

Gad, who crossed the Jordan and placed tliemselves

under his banner. The devoted attachment of these

men to their chieftain was shown in a gallant ex-

ploit performed by three of them, who broke through

the Philistine army to procure water for David,

which he had earnestly wished to have from his

native fountain in Bethlehem. But David would
not taste water purchased at such a risk as the live?

of three brave men

—

he poured it out to the Lord.
This gallant troop undertook no enterprise against

their native country, but they fell on the Philistine

army, who were besieging some valuable corn

magazines at Keilah, and defeated them with great

slaughter.
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Saul, in the mean time, had wreaked dreadful ven-
geance on the priesthood. From the information ol

Doeg, an Edomite, he had been appri/:.ed of the ser-

vice rendered to David at Nol), by Ablmelech. His
jealous nature construed this into a general conspi-

racy of the whole order. Me commanded their

indiscriminate slaughter; his awe-struciv followers

refused to imbrue their hands in iioly blood ; and
Saul was forced to employ the less scrupulous arm
of an alien, the sanguinary Doeg. Eighty-five of

the sacred order were slain, Abiathar, the son of

Abimelech, fled to David. After this atrocity Saul
set out in pursuit of David, and had almost surprised

him at Keilah. The fugitive, having intrusted his

family to the generous protection of the king of

Moab, fled from cave to rock, from desert to fastness,

perpetually making hair-breadth escapes, yet dis-

daining to make use of any advantage, or to commit
any violence against the person of his royal enemy
who was twice within his power. Once the king
retired to sleep in a cave at Engedi, the inner part of

which was the lurking place of David. He cut off

the skirt of his robe, and then making himself known,
expressed his repentance for having so far ventured
to desecrate the royal person. The better spirit of

Saul revived, and a temporary accommodation took
place. A second time David, by the negligence of

his guard, surprised the king sleeping as before in

his tent; he repressed the murderous intentions of

his companion, Abiathar ; but, to show what he might
have done, carried away a spear and a cruise of

water that stood by his bed side. He then from
the top of a hill reproved Abner, Saul's general, for

keeping so negligent a watch over the sacred person
of the monarch. The uiagnauimity of David was
equalled by the generous fidelity of Jonathan, who,
i-egardless of his own advancement, the great object

of his father's jealousy, expressed his anxious desire

that David might succeed \n iti,' throne of Israel, and
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iie himself fill the subordinate place of his vtziir

But the resentment of Saul is implacable; he gives
to another Michal, David's wife; and David himself,
like Themisloclcs or Coriolanus, talces refuj^e in the
capital of his coiuitry's enemy; but with no design
either of hostility to his native land, or even of
revenge against the ungrateful king. Achish assigns
him the town of Ziklag for his residence, where he
dwells with his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail,

the widow of the churlish Nabal, from whom, during
his freebooting life, he had demanded a supply of
provisions, in return for the protection which hia
troops had afforded to the pastures of the Israelites.

Abigail had arrested his wrath from her parsimo-
nious husband, who refused the succour required, by
propitiatory gifts ; and Nabal, dying of drunkenness
and terror, David took her as his wife. Thus an
involuntary exile, David found himself in great diffi-

culty to avoid embarking in hostilities against his

native land. For some time he deceived the Philis-

tine king by making inroads on the wild tribes of the
desert, while he pretended that his troops had been
employed in ravaging Judea. His embarrassment
increased when the king of the Philistines seized the
favourable opportunity to renew the war; and he
was formally summoned to range his forces under
the banner of his new liege lord. He appeared at

the rendezvous ; but he was fortunately relieved from
this difficult position by the jealous mistrust of the
Philistine chieftains. Dismissed from the invading
army, he found on his return to Ziklag that his old ene-
mies, the Amalekites, had made a sudden descent on
his residence, burnt the city, and carried off all the
women and children. David pursues, overtakes,
falls on them by night, slaughters them without
mercy, and having rescued the captives, returns
laden with booty.
The end of the unhappy Saul drew near. Ill sup-

ported by his subjects, many of whom, even in the
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remotest districts, seem to have maintained a

friendly correspondence with David, he determined

to risk his crown ajid kingdom on a great battle with

the Philistines. Still, however, haunted with thai

insatiable desire of searching into the secrets of

futurity inseparable from uncivilized man, he knew
not to what quarter to turn. The priests, who had
escaped the massacre, outraged by his cruelty, had
forsaken him; the Urim and Thummim was with

Abiathar, he knew not where. The prophets stood

aloof: no dreams visited his couch ; he had perse-

cuted even the unlawful diviners. He hears at

length of a female necromancer, a woman with the

spirit of Ob: strangely similar in soimd to the Obeah
women in the West Indies.

To the cave-dwelling of this woman, in Endor, the

monarch proceeds in disguise. The woman at first

alleges her fears of the severity with which the laws
against necromancy were then executed. Saul prom-
ises her impunity. He commands her to raise the

spirit of Samuel. At this daring demand of raising

a man of such dignity and importance, the woman
first recognises, or pretends to recognise, her royal

visitant. "Whom seest thoul" says the king.
" Mighty ones ascending from the earth." " Of what
form?" "An old man covered with a mantle."
Saul in terror bows his head to the earth, and, it

should seem, not daring to look up, receives from
the voice of the spectre the awful intimation of his

defeat and death. On the reality of this apparition,

we presume not to decide : the figure, if figure there

were, was not seen by Saul; and, excepting the
event of the approaching battle, the spirit said

nothing which the living prophet had not said be-

fore repeatedly and publicly. But the fact is curious,

as showing the popular belief of the Jews in departed
spirits to have been the same with that of most othei
notions.

The prophecy, like others, may have contributed
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lo its own nc('oini)lisliment. In the bloody battle ol

Gilboa, the Israelites were totally drfeaterl. Jouh-
than and the other sons of Saul were slain; and the
desperate monarch, determined not to outlive his fall,

commanded his armour-bearer to pierce him with
his sword. The faithful servant refused to obey.
His master then fell on his own sword, but the
wound not being mortal, he called on a youth, an
Amalekite, to drive the weapon home. The faithful

armour-bearer slew himself on his master's corpse.
The bodies of Saul and Jonathan were taken by
the Philistines, treated with great indignity, and that

of Saul hung on the walls of the city of Beth-Shan,
afterward Scythopolis. It was soon after rescued
by a daring incursion made by the inliabitants of
Jabesh, a city beyond Jordan, who, remembering
how Saul had rescued their city from the cruelty of

the Ammonites at the commencement of his reign,

displayed that rarest of virtues, gratitude to a fallen

monarch; and adorned the annals of their country
with one of its most noble incidents.

The news of the battle of Gilboa soon reached
David. The young Amalekite took possession of

the bracelet and ornaments of Saul, and carried them
with all possible speed to his designated successor:
but David ordered him to execution for thus assisting

in the death and plundering the person of the king.

He expressed the deepest sorrow, not merely for the

defeat of Israel and the death of his dear friend

Jonathan, but also for that of the gallant monarch,
whose early valour demanded unmixed admiration,
whose malady might extenuate much of his later

aberrations. During David's wild and adventurous
life, his poetic faculty had been constantly kept
alive. Many of liis most affecting elegies receive a
deeper interest when read in connexion with his

persomd history; but none is more touching tlian

that which he composed on the deatlj of Saul a«d
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Jonathan

—

fovely and pleasant ir, their lives, in that
death not divided.

But David did not waste the time in lanientationri,

he suddenly appeared at Hebron, was welcoinc(i by

the tribe of Judah, and immediately raised, by
common acelamation, to the vacant throne. Abner,

the most powerful of the military leaders in the

army of Saul, and his near rclalive, appealed to the

jealousy of the northrm tribes ajjainst Judali, and

set up Ishbosheth, Saul's oidy survivincr son, as kiiij^.

Ishbosheth was totally unfit for the higrh situation;

and after Abner had supported the contest for more
than two years by his personal weight and activity,

on some disgust he fell off to David. But unfor-

tunately in a battle which had taken place at Gibeon,

he had slain Asahel, the brother of Joab, David's

most powerful follower. Joab in revenge assassi-

nated him with his own hand. David was deeply

grieved, and as well to show his regret, as to remove
all suspicion of participation in the crime, Abner
received an honourable burial, and the king appeared

as chief mourner. The loss of Abner was fatal to

the party of Ishbosheth, and as the falling never

want enemies, he was put to deatli by some of his

own followers. Rechab and Baanah, the murderers,

instead of meeting with a welcome reception and

reward from David, were executed for their crime.

The power and character of David, now thirt>

years old, triumphed over all the jealousies of th

tribes. The whole nation received him as thei

king; their united forces ranged themselves unde
his banner, their most valiant captains took pride in

obeying his connnands. The Philistines, w ho, from
the terror of his name, seem inunediately to have
withdrawn within their own frontier, were defeated

in all quarters. Yet the exterminating character o/

the former wars with this [wople may be estimated

from the numix-r of troops contributed from the

•everal tribes, 11 indeed the numbers are <:orrpct
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Judiil) mustors only fi,noo mrn, Kphraim, 20,ftO0

Zebiilun, 50,000; the powfrful tribes beyond Jordan
120,000 men.

After residins: seven years and a half at Hebron
David determined to foiuid a capital city, wbicli

should thenceforth be the seat of the pctverntnent

and the religion. Josephus asserts that the foun-

dation of Jerusalem and the buildinjr of the temple,

were expressly enjoined by Moses, and that he even
anticipated the nature of the hill, on which the latter

was to stand, and the size of its stones. But, except
in one obscure prophetic passage, there is no allu-

sion to Jerusalem in the writings of the lawgiver.

The German writer, Herder, has drawn an ingenious

inference from a verse in the same last prophecy of

Moses, where the passage is foimd, in which Jeru-

salem is supposed to be designated. It is said of

Zebulun, they shall call the people into the mountain,

there they shall offer sacrifices (if righteousness. This
moimtain he supposes to be Tabor, on the borders
of Issachar and Zebulun, which stands .alone at the

edge of a vast plain, witli a fine level space on its

top, admirably calculated for the site of a city; while

the sides are richly clothed with wood, and capable

of a high degree of cultivation. Herder dwells with

great eloquence on the commanding majesty and the

strength of a situation which is seen on all sides

from an immense distance, and overlooked by no
neighbouring eminence. It is an obvious objection

to tliis hypothesis that Tabor fell early, in the days
of Joshua, into the power of the Israelites, but no
attempt was made either to found a city, or transfer

thither the tabernacle and ark of God.
But Jerusalem was destined to become the seat of

the Hebrew government, and the scene of more
extraordinary events, more strange and awful vicis

situdes, tliun any city in the universe, not excepting
Rome. Tiiere stood on the borders of Judah and
Benjamin a strong fortress, which had remained i»
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tht possession of the native inhabitants, the Jehu-
sites, since the conquest of Canaan. The natural
strenjrth and long security of the citadel tenijUed the
.lebusites to treat a summons to surrender with inso-

lent defiance. David, however, took l)oth the town
and the citadel, which stood on Mount Sion, and there
established his royal residence. The situation of

Jerusalem is remarkably imposing, it stands on
several eminences of unccjual heights, some parts of

which slope gradually, on otliers the sides are abrupt
and precipitous. All around, excepting in the north,

run deep ravines or valleys, like intrenclnnents
formed by nature, beyond which arise mountains of

greater height, which encircle and seem to protect

the city. It is open only to the north, as if the way
had been levelled, for the multitudes from the rest

of the tribes to arrive at the holy city without diffi-

culty or obstacle. The hill of Sion, on which David's
city stood, rose to the south, it was divided by a

deep and narrow ravine from the other hills, over
which the city gradually spread.

The next great step of David was the re-establish-

ment of the national religion with suitable dignity

and magnificence. Had David acted solely from
political motives, this measure had been the wisest
he could adopt. The solemn assembling of the

tribes would not oidy cement the political union of

the monarchy, but increase the o[)ulcnce of his

capital, and |)r()mote the internal couunerce of the
country ; while it brought the heads of the tribes,

and indeed the whole people, un er the cogi\i/.ance

and personal knowledge of the sovereign, it fixed

the residence of the more eminent among the priest-

hood in the metropolis.

The ark, after the restoration by the Philistines,

had probably remained at Kirjath Jeariin; from
thence it was moved with the greatest state,

attended by David, at the head of 30,000 men. It

was placed on a car: Iz/ali. who presumed to touch
1-0,
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it, was stnick dead. Wherever it moved, 51 wm
escorted with iiistruinents of music and hymns,
which recalled all the former wonders of the Jewish
history, the triumphs of God over his enemies.
'I'hat noble ode, the CHth Psalm, Let God arise, and
let his enemies be scattered, is {generally supposed to

have been written on this occasion. The ark

remained for three months in the house of Obed-
Edom, while preparations were making for its solemn
reception within the city. When the f)avilion was
ready, David made a feast for the whole people, and
himself having cast off his royal robes, and put on
a simple linen tunic, joined the procession, whiclj

was conducted with that dramatic union of music,

singing, and dancing, common to the festal worship
of all southern nations. On this second removal
the 105th and 10(jth Psalms were sung. Michal
alone, the daughter of Saul, the wife of David's

youth, whom on his accession he had taken back,

entered not into the general enthusiasm ; she

rebuked her husband for thus derogating from the

royal dignity, of which she seems to have enter-

tained truly Oriental notions. David, offended by
her presumption and irreligion, from that time

abstained from her bed.

David had already built a royal palace, with the

assistance of Hiram, king of Tjnre, of whom he
received cedar timber fnnn Lebanon, and expen-
enced artisans. This was the connncncement of

that amity between the Tyrians and tlie Hebrews
so mutually advantageous to the two nations, the

one agricultural, and the other commercial. The
religious king, in pursuance of the wise policy

which led him to found a capital, ai d reinstate the

religion in its former splendour, determined to

build a permanent temple. The tabernacle might

be suitable to the God of the wandering Israelites,

but a more solid and durable edifice seemed ac-

cordant to the Deity of a srltled people. See, noxe
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•ays the king to the prophet Nathan, / drcell tn am
house ofcedar, but the ark ofGod dwelleth within cur-

tains. Tlie prophet at first highly approved of this

pious design ; but shortly after, the divine command-
ment was proclaimed, that David was to desist from
the great national enterprise, and leave tlie glory of
it to his son, who was to inherit his throne. The
reason of the prohibition is most remarkable, entirely

in unison with the spirit of the Mosaic institutions,

which aimed at forming a peaceful, not a warlike or

conquering people. Thou hast shed blood abundantly,
and hast made great wars; thou shalt not build a house

unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon
the earth in my sight. From whence could so sublime
a precept descend, amid a people situated as the
Jews then were, unless from the great Father of
love and mercy.
The sanguinary career of David's victorious arms

was not yet terminated. On every side he extended
his frontier to the furthest hmits of the promised
land, and secured the whole country by the subjec-

tion or unrelenting extermination of its restless

enemies. He defeated the Philistines, and took
Gath and a great part of their dominion. He con-
quered and established garrisons in the whole terri-

tory of Edom : Hadad, the last of the royal race, fled

to Egypt. He treated the Moabites with still greater
severity, putting tu the sword a great part of the
population. He overthrew the Syrians of Zobah
(supposed by Michaelis to be the kingdom of Nisibis,

bordering on Armenia, which was famous for its

breed of horses) ; Zobah lay between the Transjor-
danic tribes and the Euphrates: they were routed
with a loss of 1,000 chariots, 700 liorsemen, and 20,000
foot. Faithful to the law, he mutilated all the horses,
except a certain number reserved for state and splen-

dour. The Syrians of Damascus marched to the
defence of their kindred, but retreated, having luf
fiared the loss of 1^2,000 men. The kingdom of
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Hamath entcrofl into a strict alliance with the

tonqueror. Tliiis tlie lOuphmlcs became the east-

ern bouudarv' of the Hebrew kingdom ; tlie north-

ern was secnred by the occupation of the fortresses

in the kinfrdorn of Damascus, and by the frienrily

state of Tyi'c; tiie southern by the ruin of the Fhi
listines and the military [ujssession of Edom.

In the heijflit of his jtowcr, David did not forget

his generous friend, .lon;ithan. One of his sons,

Mephiboshelli, a lame youth, still survived. He was
sent for, kindly receivefl, and assigned a mainte-
nance at the royal table. David soon after restored

to him the personal estate of Saul, which was in-

trusted to the management of his adherent, Ziba.

The estate must have been considerable, much
larger than the patrimonial inheritance of Saul:
perhaps, increased by confiscation during his pos-

session of royal authority. A new war broke out

shortly against the Ammonites, who had entered

into a defensive alliance with several of the Syrian

princes. The war originated in this manner. On
the accession of Hanun, the son of Nahash, to the

throne, David, who had been on friendly terms with
the father, sent an embassy of congratulation. The
Ammonites, suspecting the ambassadors to be
spies, treated them with the greatest contumely;
shaved their beards, the worst insult that can be in-

flicted in the East, cut their garments short, and dis-

missed them. The forces of David marched imme-
diately into the countr}% commanded by Joab and
Abishai, who totally defecated the Ammonites and
their allies. Another formidable army of Syriang

making its appearance, David took arms in persoa
and discomfited them with the loss of 700 chariots.

So far unexampled splendour and prosperity had
marked the reign of David; the remainder was as

gloomy as disastrous. His own crime was the

turning point of his fortunes. Walking on the ter-

race roof of his palace, he looked down on the
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bath of a neighbouring- harem, in which lie saw a
beautiful woman, Buthsheba, the wife of Uriah, a
rran of Canaanitish descent, but one of his brc"vest

soldiers. He became enamoured of her, and sent
for her to his palace. To cover the consequences
of his crime, her husband was summoned from the
army, then occupied with the sieire of Rabbah, the
capital of the Annnonites. But Uriah, either from
secret suspicion, or mere accident, avoided the

snare : the brave warrior refused to enjoy the com-
forts and luxuries of his home, while his compa-
nions in arms were sleeping in the open air. Foiled
in his purpose, David jilunged headlong down the

precipitous declivity of guilt : he sent secret orders
that Uriah should be exposed on a post of danger,
where his death was inevitable. He did not per-

petrate this double crime without remonstrance.
The prophet Nathan addressed to him the beautiful

and affecting apologue of the rich man w^ho, while
possessed of abundant docks, took by force the one
ewe lamb of the poor man to feast a stranger. The
bitterness of the king's repentance maybe estimated
by his own sad and pathetic expressions in the

poems, particularly the 51st Psalm, composed on
this luimiliating subject. But henceforth the hand
of God was against him. The Ammonitish war,
Mideed, was brought to a favourable termination

;

Joab, after wasting ihc whole countrj', pressed the
siege of Rabbah. David joined the army, and took
the city; where he wreaked the most dreadful ven-
geance on the inliospitable people. All, those at

least, who were founfl in arms, were put under saws
and under hurrozfs of iron, and under axes of iron,

and iruide to puss through the brick kiln. The long
hostilities of the nations around I'ah'stine were not
likely to mitigate tlie ferocity of tlie usages of war;
and the Ammonites s(^em to have been the most
savage people of the whole region, and were, for

ihis reason, as well as on nccount of their conduct
lu the :inibassadors, whose persons are sacred
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among the fiercest tribes, selected as fearful exam<
pies to the enemies of Israel. But now the life of

David began to darken, a eurse, fatal as that which
the old Grecian tragedy delights to paint, hung over
his house. Incest, fratricide, rebel lion of the son
against the father, civil war, the expulsion of the

king from his capital—such are the crimes and
calamities which blacken tlie annals of his later

years. The child, of which Bathsheba was preg-
nant, died ; but its loss was replaced by the birth of

the famous Solomon. Worse evils followed. Am-
non, the eldest born son of David, committed an
incestuous rape on Tamar, the sister of Absalom.
Absalom (for in many eastern nations, as has before
been observed, the honour of the brother is wounded
more deeply even than that of the parent, by the

violation of an unmarried female) washed out the

stain in the blood of his brother. The murderer
fled, but by the intervention of Joab, David's faithful

captain, he was permitted to return ; and at length,

by a singular artifice, admitted to his father's pre-

sence. A woman of Tekoah was directed to appear in

mourning apparel before the king. Of her two sons,

one had slain the other in an accidental quarrel, the

family sought to put the surviver to death, and
leave her alone in her childless house. The analogy
of her situation with his own, struck the mind of

David ; though he detected the artifice, in evil hour
he recalled his offending and exiled son to Jerusa-

lem ; but still refused him permission to appear in

his court. Before long, tlie daring youth set fire to

a field of barley belonging to Joab, declaring that he
had rather appear before his father as a criminal,

than be excluded from his presence. An intersiew

followed, in which the parental feeling of David
triumphed over his justice and his prudence. Absa-
lom was a youth of exquisite beauty, remarkable
for his luxuriant hair; his manners were highly
popular, and by consummate address and artful im-

peachment of his father's negligence in the adnu-
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nistration of justice, he gradually won the hearts of

the whole people. He was aided by Ahitophel, a

man of the most profound subtlety, and acuie poli-

tical foresight. Having thus prepared the way, he
suddenly fled to Hebron, raised the standard of re-

volt, and in a short time the conspiracy grew so for-

midable that David was obliged to fly from his capi-

tal. He went forth from the eastern gate, crossed
the brook Kidron, and ascended the Mount of Olives,

from whence he looked back upon the city which he
had founded, or ornamented, the abode for many
years of all his power, his glory, and his happiness.
He was leaving it in bis old age, perhaps for ever, a
miserable fugitive, driven forth by a people, whose
independence as a nation he had established, and by
an unnatural son, whose life had been his gift. He
did not attempt to disguise his sorrow : with his

head covered and his feet bare, he began his melan-
choly pilgrimage, amid the tears and lamentations
of the people, who could not witness without com-
miseration this sad example of the uncertainty of

human greatness. Yet the greatness of David did

not depend upon his royal state; it was within his

iofty soul, and inseparable from his commanding
character. Neither his piety, nor his generosity,

nor his prudence deserted him. The faithful priests,

Zadok and Abiathar, followed him with the ark ; he
sent them back, unwilling that the sacred treasures
of God should be exposed to the perils and igno-

miny of his flight. He remonstrated with Ittai, a

stranger, on the imprudence of adhering to hia

fallen fortunes. At the same time, he left Hushai,
a man of great address, to counterwork the intrigues

of the crafty Ahitophel. He had more trials to en-
dure; as he passed liahuriin, a man named Shimei
loaded him with the bitterest and most contemptu-
ous execrations. David endured his reproaches with
tJie humblest resignation as punishments from the
Alriii^hty, nor would he permit his followers to
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attempt the chastisement of the offender. Xbsaloin

in the mean time entered Jerusalem without resisi-

anee. It is a siiifrularusufire in the Hast that he who
assumes i]\c crown of a deeeased or dethroned
monarch, becomes master of liis liarem. Aijsahtm,

by Ahitopliel's advice, took public possession of tliat

of David. Ahitophel urged the immediate pursuit

of the fugitive monarch, but Hushai, having insinu-

ated himself into Absaloni's counsils, insisted on
the danger of driving so brave a warrior to despr-ra-

tion. JTiey be miglitv men, and they he chafed in their

minds like a bear robbed of her Zihelps. He advised,

as a more prudent course, the assembling an army
from the whole nation. The counsel of Husliai

prevailed ; and during the time thus gained, David
escaped beyond tlie Jordan, where he was hospita-

tably received, particularly by the wealthy Barzillai.

The crafty politician, Ahitophel, saw at once the

failure of his scheme, and to anticipate the ven-

geance of his enemies, destroyed himself. The
event justified his sagacity. A powerful army as-

sembled round David, and the termination of the

contest depended on a decisive battle to be fought

bej^ond the Jordan. Amasa commanded the troops

of Absalom, J(jab those of David. Before the con-

flict began, the fond father gave the strictest charge,

tliat the life of his rebellious son should be respected.

The battle took place on ground encumbered with

wood; and Absalom, riding at full speed, got en

tangled in the bows of an oak. Thus, suspended
by his beautiful hair, the relentless Joab found him
and transfixed his body with three darts. David
awaited the issue of the conliict in the city of Ma-
hanaim. The messengers came rapidly one after

the other to announce the victory. The king omy
answered with the question, " Is the young man
Absalom safe ]" His conduct, when the fatal tidings

at last arrived, can be described in no other language

than that of the sacred historian. "The king was
much moved, and went up to the chamber over the
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gate and wept, and as lie wept, thus he said, my
son, Absalom ! niv son, mv son, Absalom I would

(Jod I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my
son'" Tiiis ill-timed, thoug-h natural ^^ricf, roust-d

the iudif^nation of the liardy Joab, and David \v;is

constrained to repress it. On the death of Absa-

lom, the nation returned to its alleg-iance, the kinu'.

with humane polii-y, published a g-cneral anmesty.

from whieh, not even the insultinjr vShimei Mas e\

cepted. Amon<r the faithful adherents of David,

the a<red Har/illai d(M-,lined all reward, his advanced

atre was ineai);d)leof any gratification from honour

or pleasure, bis son CMiiinham was advanced to the

nighest dignity. Ziba, the faithless steward of

Mephibosheth, endeavoured to implicate his master

in the conspiracy, in order to secure the confiscated

estate. He succeeded at first, but Mephibosheth.

exculpating himself, proved that he deeply mourned

the expuisiun of David, and had only been prevented

following liis fortunes by his infirmity and the craft

of Ziba. The decree was revoked.

But at this period the seeds of fatal jealousy be-

tween tht; northern tribes and that of .ludah were

sown. The northern tribes were exasperated be-

cnuse the men of Ju<lah took upon themselves to

remstate the king without their assent and concur-

n nee. An adventurer named Sheba put himself at

ilie head of a revolt. Amasa, the general of Absalom,

si:spected of traitorous dealings with the insurgents,

was barbarously despati-hed by Joab ; and Sheba shut

up in the city of Abel, wliere he was put to death by

his own parfv, and his head thrown over the wall.

These two rebellions were followed (if the onkr of

events be observed i)y the sacred historian), or long

preceded (if we are to judge from probabdity), by a

H'.mint^, attributed to some obscm-e crime of Saul and

his bloody family, in slaying the Gibeonites, the at-

tendants on the priesthood. Seven descendants of

Saul were jiut to deatb : but tiv barbarity of the

transaction is relieved bv the tender fidelity of liiz-

I—R
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jjrh, one of Saul's ronctibinos, who watched foi

months the remains of her unhappy children, lest

the vultures or wild beasts should destroy them.
David afterward ^ave hououral)le burial to their

bones, as well as to those of Saul and Jonathan.
The civil wars, perhaps the tliree yc^ars' famine, had
so enfeebled the stren<rth of the kint>dom, that the

restless Philistines hefranto renew hostijiiies. Four
gigantic champions, one of whom had put the life of

David in peril, havini: been slain by his valiant chief-

tauis, the war terminated.

David, now reinstated in all his strength and splen-

dour, determined to take a census of his vast domi-
nions, which extended from Lebanon to the frontiers

of Egypt, from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean.
The numbers differ, but the lowest ffives 800,000
men fit to bear arms in Israel, 500,000 in Judah.
Benjamm and Levi were not reckoned. Whether in

direct violation of the law, David began to contem-
plate schemes of foreign conquest, and to aspire to

the fame of a Sesostris; or whether the census ex-

hibited the relative strength of Judah, so weak at the

commencement of David's reign, as become formi-

dable to the rest of the tribes ; this measure was re-

probated by the nation in general, as contrary to the

Divine command, and as impolitic, even by the un-

scrupulous Joab. It called down the anger of Pro-

vidence. The king was commanded to choose be
tween seven years' famine, tliree montlis of unsuc-

cessful war and defeat, or three days' pestilence.

David, with wise humility, left the judgment in the

hand of God. The pestilence broke <»ui, 70,000

lives were lost ; tlie malady sf)read to Jerus;;lem, but

the king was commanded to build anaitaron Mount
Moriah, the site of the futm-c temple, then occupied

by the thrashing-floor of Araunah, one of the old

Jebusite race. Araunah offered to make a gift of the

place, and all the utensils, to be bunit for sacrifice

;

i/ut David insisted on paying the full price of the
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ground. There the altar was built, and the plagua
immediately ceased.

The remaining years of David were spent in

making the most costly preparations for the building

of the temple, and in securing the succession to his

son Solomon, to whom this great trust was to be be-

queathed. As his time drew near, those evils began
to display themselves, which are inseparable from
Oriental monarchies, where polygamy prevails ; and
where among children, from many wives, of differ-

ent ranks, no certain rule of succession is established.

Factions began to divide the army, the royal house-
hold, and even the priesthood. Adonijah, the bro-

ther of Absalom, supported by the turbulent Joab,

and by Abiathar, the priest, assembled a large body
of adherents, at a festival. When this intelligence

was communicated to David, without the slightest

delay he commanded Nathan, the prophet, and Za-

dok, the priest, with Benuiah, one of his most valiant

captains, to take Solomon down to Gihon, to anoint

and proclaim him. The young king re-entered the

city amid the loudest acclamations ; the party of

Adonijah, who were still at their feast, dispersed and
fled. Adonijah took refuge at the altar : his life was
spared. David, after this success, assembled first

the great body of leading men in the state, and after-

ward perhaps a more extensive and po{)ular conven-
tion of the people, before whom he designated So-

lomon as his successor, commended to the zeal and
piety of the people the building of the temple, and
received their contributions towards the great na-

tional work.
As his death approached, he strictly enjoined his

son to adhere to the Mosaic laws and to the divine

constitution. He recommended him to watcn with

a jealous eye the bold and restless Joab; a man
who, however l)rave and faitliful, was dangerous
from his restless ainliitioii, and from the savage un-

Bcrupulousness witli which he shed the blood of bis

enemies. Abner and Aitiasa had both fallen by liis
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hand, without warrant or auiliority from the khig
Solomon, according to his wisdom, on the first ap-

pearance of treasonable intention, was to put him to

death without mercy. Shimei was in the same man-
ner to be cut (;fr, if he should betray the least mark
of disaffection. But to the sons of Barzillai the

Gileadite, the successor of David was to show the

utmost gratitude and kindness.
Thus, having- provided for the security of the suc-

cession, the maintenance of the law, and the lasting

dignity of the national religion, Uavid breathed his

last, having reigned forty years over the flourishing

and powerful monarchy of which he may be consi-

dered the founder. He had succeeded to a kingdom
distracted with civil dissension, environed on every
side by powerful and victorious enemies, without a

capital, almost without an army, without any bond
of union between the tribes. He left a compact and
united state, stretching from the frontier of Kgypt to

the foot of Lebanon, from the Euphrates to the sea.

He had crushed the power of the Philistines, sub-

dued or curbed all the adjacent kingdoms : he had
formed a lasting and important alliance with the

great city of Tyre. He had organized an immense
disposable force : everj' month 24,000 men, furnished
in rotation by the tribes, appeared in arms, and were
trained as the standing militia of the country-. At
the head of his army were officers of consumm.ate
experience, and, what was more highly esteemed in

the warfare of the time, extraordinar\' personal ac-

tivity, strength, and valour. His heroes remind us
of those of Arthur or Charlemagne, excepting that

the armour of the feudal chieftains constituted the

superiority ; here main strength of body and daunt-
less fortitude of mind. The Hebrew nation owed
the long peace of the son's reign to the bravery and
wisdom of the father. If the rapidity with which
a kmgd.m rises to unexampled prosperity, and the

permanence, as far as human wisdom can provide, of

that prosperity, be a fair criterion of the abilities atid
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character of a sovereign, few kiiiffs in history ran

compete with David. Ilis personal character has

been often discussed ; Imt both by his enemies, and

even by some of liis h-arned di, fenders, with an igno-

rance of, or inattention to, liis age and country, in

writers of siicli acuttMiess as Hayle, as melanclioly

as surprising. Botli parties have been content to

take tlie expression of the man after God's on-n

heart, in a strict and Hteral sense. Hotli have judged
by modern European, and Christian notions, the

cliieftain of an eastern and comparatively barbarous

people. If David in his exile became a freebooter,

he assumed a profession, like the pirate in ancient

(Ireece, by no means dishonourable. If he em-
ployed craft or even falsehood in some of his enter-

prises, chivalrous or conscientious attachment to

truth was probably not one of the virtues of his day.

He had his harem, like other eastern kings. He
waged war, and revenged himself on his foreign

enemies with merciless cruelty, like other warriors

of his age and country. His one great crime vio-

lated the immutable and universal laws of morality,

and therefor admits of no excuse. On the othei

hand, his co isumniate personal bravery and militarj

talent—his generosity to his enemies—his fidelity to

liisfrL.; Is— his knowledge of, and steadfast attention

to, the true int<^rests of his country—his exalted

piety and gratitude towards his (Jod, justify the

zealous and fervent attachment of the Jewish people

to the memory of their great monarch.
The three most eminent men in the Hebrew

annals, INIoses, David, and Solomon, were three of

their niost distinguished poets. The hynuis of

IJavid excel no less in sublimity and tenderness of

expression than in loftiness and purity of religious

sentiment. In comparison with them the sacrec

poetry of all other nations sinks into mediocrity.

They have imbodied so exquisitely the universal
language of religious emotion, that (a few fierce

and vindictive jiassiigf's (\'-cfled, natural in the
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warrior poet of a sterner age,) they have entered

with unquestioned propriety into the ritual of the

holier and more perfect relig-ion of Christ. The
songs which cheered the solitude of the desert caves

of Kngedi, or resounded from the voice of the

Hebrew people as they wound along the glens or

the hill-sides of .ludaia, have been repeated forages

in almost every part of the habitable world, in the

remotest islands of the ocean, among the forests of

America or the sands of Africa. How many human
hearts have they softened, purified, exalted!—of

how many wretched beings have they been the se-

cret consolation !—on how many communities have
they drawn down the blessings of Divine Providence,

by bringing the affections into unison with their deep
devotional fervour.

Solomon succeeded to the Hebrew kmgdom at

the age of twenty. He was environed by designing,

bold, and dangerous enemies. The pretensions of

Adonijah still commanded a powerful party: Abia-

thar swayed the priesthood ; Joab the army. The
smgular connexion in public opinion between the

title to the crown and the possession of the deceased

monarch's harem, has been already noticed. Ado-
nijah, in making request for Abishag, a youthful con-

cubine taken by David in his old age, was con-

sidered as insidiously renewing his claims to the

sovereignty. Solomon saw at once the wisdom of

his father's dying admonition : he seized the oppor-

tunity of crushing all future opposition, and all dan-

ger of a civil war. He caused Adonijah to be put

to death ; suspended Abiathar from his ofF.ce, and
banished him from Jerusalem : and though Joab
fled to the altar, he connnanded him to be slain, for

the two murders of which he had been guilty, those

of Abner and Amasa. Shimei, another dangerous
character, was commanded to reside in Jerusalem,

on pain of death if he should quit the city. Three
years afterward he was detected in a suspicious

journey to Gath, on the Philistine borier: and
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navhtg violated the compart, he suffered the penalty.

Thus secured by the policy of his father from in-

ternal enemies, by the terror of his victories from
foreign invasion, Solomon commenced his peaceful
reign, during which Judah and Israel dwelt safely,

every man under his vine and under his Jig-tree, from
Dan to Beersheba. His justice was proverbial.

Among his first acts after his succession, it is

related that after a costly sacrifice at Gibeon, the

place where the tabernacle remained, God had
appeared to him in a dream, and offered him what-
ever gift he chose : the wise king had requested an
understanding heart to judge the people. God not
merely assented to his prayer, but added the gift of

honour and riches. His judicial wisdom was dis-

played in the memorable history of the two wonifu
who contested the right to a child. Solomon, in the
wild spirit of Oriental justice, commanded the infant

to be divided before tlioir faces: the heart of the
leal mother was struck with terror and abhorrence

;

while the false one consented to the horrible par-
tition ; and by this appeal to nature the cause was
instantaneously decided.
The internal government of his extensive domi-

nions next demanded the attention of Solomon.
Besides the local and municipal governors, he
divided the kingdom into twelve districts: over
each of these he appointed a purveyor, for the col-

lection of tlie royal tribute, which was received in

kind ; and tluis the growing capital and the immense
establishments of Solomon were abundantly fur

nished with provisions. Kach purveyor supplied
the court for a month. The daily consumption ol

his household was 300 bushids of finer llour, (!0() ot

a coarser sort; 10 fitted, -JO other oxei\; 100 sheep;
besides poultry and various kinds of venison. Pro
vender was furnished for t0,000 horses, and a great
number of dromedaries. Yet the pojxilation of the

country did not, at first at least, feel these burth(Mis
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htddh and Israel were many, as the sand n.nich is by

the yea iti nniltitvde, eating and drinking, and making
merry.
The forei{j:n treaties of Solomon were as wisely

directed to secure the profound peace of his do-

minions. He entered into a matrimonial alliance

with the royal family of Kfrypt, whose daujfhter he

received with great majfnificence ; and he renewed
the important alliance with the king of Tyre. The
friendship of this nifniareh was of the highest value

in contributing to the great royal and national work,
the buildmg of the temple. The cedar timl>er could

only be obtained from the forests of Lebanon : the

Sidonian artisans, celebrated in the Homeric
poems, were the most skilfid workmen in every
kind of manufacture, particularly in the precious

metals. Solomon entered into a regular treaty, by
which he bound himself to supply the Tyrians with
large quantities of corn ; receiving in return their

timber, which was floated down to .loppa, and a

large body of artificers. The timber was cut by
his own subjects, of whom he raised a body of

30,000; 10,000 employed at a time, and relieving

each other every month ; so that to one month of

labour they had two of rest. He raised two other

corps, one of 70,000 porters of burthens ; the other

of 80,000 hewers of stone, who were employed in

the quarries among the mountains. All tliese

labours were thrown, not on the Israelites, but on the

strangers, who, chiefly of Canaanitish descent, had
been permitted to inhabit th'* country. These pre-

parations, in addition to those of King David, being

completed, the work began. The eminence of Mo-
ij'ah, the Mount of Vision; i. e. the height seen afar

irom the adjacent country ; which tradition pointed

out as the spot where Abraham had off'ered his son;
where recently the plague had been stayed, by the

altar, built in the thrashing-floor of Oman or Arau-
nah, the Jebusite; rose on the east side of the rty.

lis rugged top was levelled with immeusc Uuoiu
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Its sides, which to the east and south \*ere pre-
cipitous, were faced with a wall of stone, built up
perpendicular from the bottom of the valley, so as
to appear to those who looked down of most ter-

rific iieight ; a work of prodig-ious skill ;uid labour, as
the immense stones were strongly mortised together
and wedged into tlie rock. Around the whole area
or esplanade, an irregular quadrangle, was a solid

wall of considerable height and strength : within
this was an open court, into which the Gentiles were
either from the first or subsequently admitted. A
second wall encompassed another quadrangle, called
the court of the Israelites. Along this wall, on the
inside, ran a portico or cloister, over which were
chambers for different sacred purposes. Within this

again, another, probably a lower, wall, separated the
court of the priests from that of the Israelites. To
each court the ascent was by steps, so that the plat-

form of tlie inner court was on a higher level than that

of the outer. The temple itself was rather a monument
of the wealth than the architectural skill and science
of the people. It was a wonder of the world, from
the splendour of its materials more tlian the grace,
boldness, or majesty of its height and dimensions.
It had neitlier the colossal magnitude of the Egyptian,
the simple dignity and perfect proportional harmony
of the Grecian, nor perhaps the fantastic grace and
lightness of modern oriental architecture. Some
writers, calling to tlieir assistance the visionary
temple of Ezekiel, have erected a most superb edifice

;

to which there is this fatal objection, that if the

dimensions of the prophet are taken as they stand in

the text, the arcja of the temple and its courts would
not only liave covered the whole of Mount iMoriah,

but almost all Jerusalem. In fact, our accounts of
the temple of Solomon are altogetlier unsatisfac-

tory. The details, as they now stand in the books
of Kings and Chronicles, the only safe authori-

ties, are unscientific, and, what is worse, contra-

dictory. Josephus haii evidently blended togethor
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the three temples, and attributed to the earlier aU
the subsequent additions and alterations. Tlie tem-
ple, on the whole, was an enlarfjement of the taber-

nacle, built of more costly and durable materials.

Like its model it retained the g^round plan and dis-

position of the Kcrj'ptian, or ratlier of almost all the

sacred edifices of antiquity : even its measurements
are smgiilarly in unison with some of the most
ancient temples in Upper Egypt. It consisted of a

propylaeon, a temple, and a sanctuary ; called re-

spectively the porch, the Holy place, and the Holy
of Holies. Yet in some respects, if the measure-
ments are correct, the temple must rather have
resembled the form of a simple Gothic church. In
the front to the east stood the porch, a tall tower,
rising to the height of 210 feet. Either within, or,

like the Egyptian obelisks, before the porch, stood
two pillars of brass ; by one account 27, by another
above 60 feet high ; the latter statement probably
including their capitals and bases. These were
called Jachin and Boaz (Durability and Strength).

The capitals of these were of the richest workman-
ship, with net-work, chain-work, and pomegranates.
The porch was the same width with the temple, 3.'>

feet ; its depth 17|. The length of the main build-

ing, including the holy place, 70 feet, and the holy

of holies, 35, was in the whole 105 feet ; the height

52| feet. Josephus carries the whole building up to

the height of the porch ; but this is out of all credible

proportion, making the height twice the length and
six times the width. Along each side, and perhaps
at the back of the main building, ran an aisle,

divided into three stories of small chambers : the

wall of the temple being thicker at the bottom, left a

rest to supyport the beams of these chambers, which
were not let into the wall. These aisles, the cham-
bers of which were appropriated as vestiaries, trea-

suries, and for other sacred purposes, seem to have
reached about halfway up the main wall of what we
may call the nave and choir : the windows into the
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latter were probably above them; these were nai.
row, but w/dened inwards.

If the dimensions of the temple appear by no
means imposing, it must be remembered that but a

small part of the religious ceremonies took plnce

within the walls. Tlie Holy of Holies was entered
only once a year, and that by the High I'riest ahme.
It was the secret and unapproachable shrine of the

Divinity. The Holy Place, the body of the temple,
admitted only the officiating priests. The open
courts, called in popular language the temple, oi

rather the inner quadrangle, was in fact the great

place of divine worship. Here, under the open air,

were celebrated the great public and national rites,

the processions, the offerings, the sacrifices ; here
stood the great tank for ablution, and the high
altar for burnt offerings. But the costliness of the

materials, the richness and variety of the details,

amply compensated for the moderate dimensions of

the building. It was such a sacred edifice as a tra-

veller might have expected to find in El Dorado.
The walls were of hewn stone, faced within with
cedar, which was richly carved with knosps and
flowers ; the ceiling was of fir-tree. But in every
part gold was lavished with the utmost profusion

;

>vithin and without, the floor, the walls, the ceiling,

in short, the whole house is described as overlaid

with gold. The finest and purest—that of Parvaim,
by some supposed to be Ceylon—was reserved for

the sanctuary. Here the cherubim, which stood

upon the covering of the ark, with their wings touch-

ing each wall, were entirely covered with gold. The
Bumptuous veil, of the richest materials and brightest

colours, which divided tlie Holy of Holies from the

holy place, was suspended on chains of gold. Che
rubim, palm-trees and flowers, the favourite orna-

ments, everywhere, covered with gilding, were
wrought in almost all part"?. Tlie altar within the

temple. ;md the table of show-bread, were likewise
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covered with the same precious metal. All the

vessels, the 10 candlesticks, 500 basins, and all the

rest of the sacrificial and other utensils, were of

solid gold. Yet the Hehrew writers seem lo dwell

with the greatest astonishment and adniiration :"i

the works whieliwere founded in brass by Hiintm "

man of Jewish extraction, who had learned his i>*'

at Tyre. Besides the lofty pillars above mention*^-

there was a great tank, called a sea, of molten brar.

supported on twelve oxen, three turned each wa^
this was 17i feet in diameter.

THE BfiAZEN SEA.
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There w?-8 also a great altar, and ten large vessels
for tiie purpose of ablution, called lavers, standing
on bases or pedestals, the rims of which were richly
ornamented with a border, on which were wrought
figures of lions, oxen, and cherubim. The bases
below were formed of four wheels, like those of a
ehariot.

^^Ji.Ji^-

^SEkfi-^

All the works in brass were cast in a place near

the Jordan, where the soil was of a stiff clay suitea

to the purpose.

For seven years and a half the fabric arose in

silence. All the timbers, the stones, even of the

most cnonnous si; e, measuring between seventf^cn

and eighteen feel, were hewn and fitted, so as td ho
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put together without the sound of any tool what-

ever: as it haa been expressed, with ^eat poetical

beauty,

• Like Bome tail palm the noiseless fabric grew."

At the end of this period, the temple and its courts

being completed, the solemn dedication took place,

with the greatest magnificence which the king and

the nation could display. All the chieftains of the

different tribes, and all of every order who could be

brought together, assembled. David had already

organized the priesthood and the Levites ; assigned

to the 38,000 of the latter tribe, each his particular

office. 24,000 were appointed for the common
duties, 6000 as officers, 4000 as guards and porters,

4000 as singers and musicians. On this great oc-

casion, the Dedication of the temple, all the tribe

of Levi, without regard to their courses, the whole
priestly order of every class, attended. Around
the great brazen altar, which rose in the court ol

the priests before the door of the temple, stood—
in front the sacrificers, all around the whole choir,

arrayed in white linen. 120 of these were trum-
peters, the rest had cymbals, harps, and psalteries.

Solomon himself took his place on an elevated

scaffijld, or raised throne of brass. The whole
assembled nation crowded the spacious courts

beyond. The ceremony began with the preparation

of burnt offerings, so numerous that they could not

be counted. At an appointed signal commenced
the more important part of the scene, the removal
of the ark, the installation of the God of Israel in

his new and appropriate dwelling, to the sound of all

the voices and all the instruments, chanting some
of those splendid odes, the 47th, 97th, 98th, and
107th psjilms. The ark advanced, bome by the

Levites, to the open portals of the temple. It can

scarcely be doubted that the 24th Psalm, even b

ctomposed before, was adoijled and used on this oc
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easion. The singers, as it drew near the gate, broke
out in these words

—

Lift up ymir heads, O ye gates,

and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the King
of Glory 7nay come in. It was answered from the

otlier part of the choir

—

Who is the King of Glory ?
— the wliole choir responded

—

The Lord of Hosts, he
is the King of Glory. When the procession arrived

at the Holy Place, the gates flew open ; when it

reached the Holy of Holies, the veil was drawn
back. The ark took its place under the extended
wings of the cherubim, which might seem to fold

over, and receive it under their protection. At that

instant all the trumpeters and singers were at once
" to make one sound to be heard in praising and
thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up tlitir

voice, with the tnunpets and cymbals and insifu-

ments of music, and praised the Lord, saying, fv( he
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever, the b-use
was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord,
so that the priests could not stand to minister by
reason of the cloud ; for the glory of the Lord had
filled the house of God." Thus the Divinity took
possession of his sacred edifice. The king then
rose upon the brazen scaffold, knelt down, and
spreading his hands towards heaven, uttered the

prayer of consecration. The prayer was of un-
exampled sublimity: while it implored the perpetual

presence of the Almighty, as the tutelar deity and
sovereign of the Israelites, it recognised his spiritual

and illimitable nature. " I3ut will God in very deed
dwell with men on the earth 1 behold, heaven, and
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, how
much less this house which 1 have built." It then
recapitulated the principles of the Hebrew theocracy,
the dependance of the natural prosperity and hap-
piness on the national conformity to the civil and reli-

gious law. As the king concluded in these emphatic
terms—" Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into

thy restiiifr-place, tlioii and tlie ark of thy strength :

let thy priest, O Lord (iod. be clothed with salvation
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and thy saints rejoice in o-oodness. Lord Ood,
turn not away tlie face of tliiiie anointed : remember
the mercies of David thy servant"—the cloud, which
had rested over the Holy of Holies, grew hriuhter
and more dazzling- : fire broke out and consumed all

the sacrifices ; the priests stood without, awe-struck
by the insupportable splendour; the whole pefiple

fell on their faces, and worshipped and praised the

Lord, " for he is good, for his mercy is for ever."
Which was the greater, the external magnificence, or
the moral sublimity of this scene 1 Was it the temple,
situated on its commanding eminence, with all its

courts, the dazzling splendour of its materials, the
innumerable multitudes, the priesthood in their gor-
geous attire, the king, with all the insignia of royalty,

on his throne of burnished brass, the music, the

radiant cloud filling the temple, the sudden fire

flashing upon the altar, the whole nation upon their

knees? Was it not, rather, the religious grandeur
of the hymns and of the prayer : the exalted and
rational views of the Divine Nature, the union of a
whole people in the adoration of the one Great,
Incomprehensible, Almighty, Everlasting Creator?

This extraordinary festival, which took place al

the time of that of Tabernacles, lasted for two weeks,
twice the usual time: during this period, 22,000
oxen, and 120,000 sheep were sacrificed, every indi-

vidual probably contributingtothegreatpropitiatory
rite : and the whole people feasting on those parts
of the sacrifices which were not set apart for holy
uses.

Though the chief magnificence of Solomon was
lavished on the temple of God, yet the sumptuous
palaces, which he erected for his own residence,

display an opulence and profusion, which may vie

with the older monarchs of Kgypt or Assyria. The
great palace stood in Jerusalem ; it occupied thirteen

years in building. A causeway bridged the deep
ravine, and leading directly to the temple, united tlie

part either of Acra or Siout xAI which the palace
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Stood, with Mount Moriah. In this palace was a
vast hall for public busineSvS, from its cedar pillars,

called tlie House of the Forest of Lebanon. It was
175 feet lontr, half that measurement in width, above
fifty feet hiirh ; four rows of cedar colunnis supported
a roof made of beams of the same wood ; there were
three rows of windows on each side, facin^r each
Other. Besides this great hall, there were two
thers, called porches, of smaller dimensions, m one
of which, the throne of justice was placed, 'i'iie

harem, or women's apartments, joined to these
buildings; witli other piles of vast extent for different

purposes, particularly, if we may credit JoscpluKS,

a great banqueting hall. The same author informs
us, that the whole was surrounded with spacious and
luxuriant gardens, and adds, a less credible fact,

ornamented with sculptures and paintings. Another
palace was built in a romantic part of the country
for his wife, the daughter of the king of Egj'pt; in

the luxurious gardens of which we may lay the

scene of that poetical epithalamium, or collection of

idyls, the Song of Solomon.
The descriptions in the Greek writers of the Per-

sian courts in Susa and Ecbatana ; the tales of the

early travellers in the East about the kings of Samar-
cand or Cathay ; and even the imaginatic^n of the

Oriental romancers and poets, have scarcely con-
ceived a more splendid pageant than Solomon, seated

on his throne of ivory, receiving the homage of dis-

tant princes who came to admire his magnificence,
and put to the test his noted wisdom. This throne
was of pure ivor}% covered with gold ; six steps led

up to the seat, and on each side of the steps were
twelve lions carved. All the vessels of his palai-e

were of pure gold, silver was tliought too mean: hit

armoury was furnished with gold; 200 targets, and
300 sliields of beaten gold were suspended in the

house of Lebanon. Josephus mentions a body of

archers who escorted him frnui Hie city to his couiitrv

palace, clad in dresses of Tvri.in purpl*!, and tiicir

I.—

S
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hair powdered with gold dust. But enormous as

this wealth appears, the statement of his exf)erirJitu'«

on the temple, and of his annual revenue, so passes

all credibility, that any attempt at forming a calcula

tion on the uncertain data we possess, may at onci
be abandoned as a hopeless task. No better proof

can be given of tlie uncertainty of our authorities,

of our imperfect knowledge of the Hebrew weights

of money, and, above all, of our total ignorance of

the relative value which the precious metals bore to

the commodities of life, than the estimate, made by
Dr. Prideaux, of the treasures left by David, amount-
ing to 800 millions, nearly the capital of oiu- national

debt.

Our inquiry into the sources of the vast wealth
which Solomon undoubtedly possessed, may lead to

more satisfactory, though still imperfect results.

The treasures of David were accumulated rather

by conquest than by traffic. Some of the nations he
subdued, particularly the Edomites, were wealthy.

All the tribes seem to have worn a great deal of

gold and silver in their ornaments and their armour;
their idols were often of gold, and the treasuries of

their temples perhaps contained considerable wealth.

But during the reign of Solomon almost the whole
commerce of the world passed into his territories.

The treaty with Tyre was of the utmost importance:

nor is there any instance in which two neighbouring

nations so clearly saw, and so steadily pursued,

without jealousy or mistrust, their mutual and inse-

parable interests. On one occasion only, when So-

lomon presented to Hiram twenty inland cities which
he had conquered, Hiram expressed great dissatis-

faction, and called the territory by the opprobrious

name of Cabul. The T\Tian had perhaps cast a

wistful eve on the noble bay and harbour of Acco,
or Ptolemais, which the prudent Hebrew either

would not, or could not—since it was part of the

promised land—dissever from his dominions. So
•trict was the confederacy, that Tyre may be consi
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dered the port of Palastine. Palastine the granary
of Tyre. Tyre furnished the ship-builders and
tnariners; tlie fruitful plains of Palastine victualled

the fleets, and supplied the manufacturers and mer-
chants of the Phoenician league with ail the neces-

saries of life.

This lea{:;ue comprehended Tyre, Aradus, Sidon,

perhaps Tripolis, Byblus and Berytus ; the narrow
slip of territory which belonged to these states was
barren, rocUy, and unproductive. The first branch

of commerce, into which this enterprising people

either admitted the Jews as regular partners, or at

least permitted them to share in its advantages, was
the traffic of the Mediterranean. To every part of
that sea the Phoenicians had pursued their disco-

veries; they had planted colonies, and worked the

mines. This was the trade to Tarshish, so cele-

brated, that ships of Tarshish seem to have become
the common name for large merchant vessels.

Tarshish was probablv a name as indefinite, as the

West Indies in early European navigation; properly
Bpeaking, it was the south of Spain, then rich in

mines of gold and silver, the Peru of Tyrian adven-
ture. Whether or not as early as the days of Solo-
mon,—without doubt in the more flourishing period
of Phoenicia; before the city on the mainland was de-
stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and insular Tyre be-
came the emporium—the Phoenician navies extended
their voyages beyond the pillars of Hercules, where
they founded Cadiz. Northward they sailed along
the coast of France to the British isles : southward
along the African shore ; where the boundaries of
their navigation are quite uncertain, yet probably
extended to the Gold Coast. The second branch ol

commerce was the inland trade with Kgypt. This
was carried on entirely by the Jews. Kgypt sup-
plied horses in vast numi)er.s, and linen yarn. The
valleys of the Nile produced flax in abundance ; and
the yarii according to the description of the prudcnj
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housewife in the Proverbs, was spun and woven by
tlie females in Palestine. The lliird, and more im-

portant branc^h, was the maritime trade; by the lied

Sea. The eoiKjUcsIs of David hail already made
the Jews masters of the eastern braneh of this gulf.

Solomon built or improved the towns and ports of

Elath and Ezion-geber. Hence a fleet, manned by
Tyrians, sailed for Ophir, their East Indies, as

Tarshish was their West. They sailed along the

eastern coast of Africa, in some part of which the

real Ophir was probably situated. When the Egyp-
tians under Necho, after the declension of the Israel-

itish kingdom, took possession of this branch of

commerce, there seems little reason to doubt the

plain and consistent account of Herodotus, that the

Tyrians sailed round the continent of Africa. The
whole maritime commerce, with eastern Asia, the

southern shores of the Arabian peninsula, the coasts

of the Persian gulf, and without doubt some parts of

India, entered, in the same manner, the Red Sea,

and was brought to Elath and Ezion-geber. Yet
even this line of commerce was scarcely more
valuable than the inland trade of the Arabian penin-

sula. This was carried on by the caravans of the

native tribes, w'ho transported on camels, the spices,

the incense, the gold, the precious stones, the valua-

ble woods, particularly the almug, thought to be the

sandal—and all the other highly prized productions

of that country; perhaps also the foreign commo-
dities which were transported across the Persian

giilf, or which were landed, by less adventurous
traders from the east, in the Arabian ports on that

sea. Both these lines of commerce flowed directly

into the dominions of Solomon. Those goods which
passed oji to Tyre were, not improbably, shipped at

Joppa. Two of the towns which Solomon built.

Gezcr and lower Beth-horou, were nearly on the

line from the Red Sea to that haven. This traffic

was afterward recovered by the Edomites, under
the protection, or sharing its advantages with the
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Egyptians ; still, however, the Tyrians were most
likely both the merchants who fitted out the enter
prises, and the mariners who manned the ships.

The goods, intended for Tyre, were then most pro-

bably shipped at Rhinocornra. 1 'ndor the Romans
the Nabathean Arabs carried on the same traflic, of

which their great city, Fctra, was the inland empo-
rimn ; at least tliat by the caravans, for the Ptolemies
had diverted great part of the Red Sea trade to their

new port of Berenice. A fifth line of commerce
was that of inland Asia, which crossed from Assyria
and Babylonia to Tyre. In order to secnre and par-

ticipate in tliis branch of traffic, Soktmon subdued
part of the Syrian tribes, and built two cities, as

stations, between the Euptirates and the coast.

These were Tadmor and B lalath, one the celohrated

Palmyra, the other Baal-bec. After the desolatinfr

conquests of Assyria, and the total ruin of old Tyre,
this line of traile probal'ly found its way to Sardis,

and contributed to the s[)iendour of Crcpsus and his

liydian kingdom. It was from these various sources
of wealth, that the precious metals and all other
valuable commodities were in such abundance

—

tliat, in the figurative languago of the sacred histo-

rian, silver was in Jerusalem, as stones, and cedar trees

as sycamores.

Solomon was not less celebrated for his wisdom
than his ma<rnificence. The visits of the neigh-

bouring princes, particularly that of the Queen of

Sheba, (a part of Arabia Felix,) were to admire tlie

one, as much as the other. Hebrew tradition, per-

haps the superstitiDus wonder of his own aue,

ascribed to Solomon the highest skill in magical
arts, and even unbounded domini(m over all the

invisilile world. Tadmor, in the wilderness, was
said to have been built by liis enchantments. More
sober history recognises in Solomon the great poet,

naturalist, and mor;il [)liiI(»sopher of his time, llis

f>*)etry, consisting: of 1005 songs, except his i^pitha-

• niium. and i)erhaps some iif the Psalms, has en
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irrly perished. His natural histor\' i)f plants and
animals hns snfTprerl the same fate. But the fj-real

part of the Hook of Proverbs anti Kcclesiastes, ([)er-

haps more properly reckoned as a poem,) have pre-

served the conclusions of his moral wisdom.
The latter book, or poem, derives new iurrrest,

when considered as cominjj from the most volin>-

tnous, magnificent, and instructed of monarchs, whn
sums up the estimate of human life in the melan-
choly sentence— Vanity oj vanities ! vanity of vani-

ties f It is a sad conmientary on the termination oi

the splendid life and reign of the great Hebrew sove-

reign. For even had not this desponding confession
been extorted by the satiety of passion, and the

weariness of a spirit, over-excited by all the gratifi-

cations this world can bestow—had no higher wis-
dom suggested this humiliating conclusion—the

state of his own powerful kingdom, during his de-

clining years, might have furnished a melancholy
lesson on the instability of human grandeur. Solo
mon, in his old age, was about to bequeath to his

heir, an insecure throne, a discontented people,

formidable enemies on the frontiers, and perhaps a
contested succession. He could not even take
refuge in the sanctuary of conscious innocence,
and assume the dignity of suffering unmerited de-
gradation; for he had set at defiance every principle

of the Hebrew constitution. He had formed a con-
nexion with Eg\7)t—he had multiplied a great force

of cavalry—he had accumulated gold and silver-
he had married many foreign wives. His seraglio

was on as vast a scale as the rest of his expenditure
—he had seven hundred wives, and three hundred
concubines. The influence of these women, not

merely led him to permit an idolatrous worship
within his dominions ; but even Solomon had been
80 infatuated, as to consecrate to the obscene and
barbarous deities of the neighbouring nations, a parr

of one of the hills, which overlooked .lerusaleni; a

Bjjot almost fronting the solendid lei'iple, which he



DEATH OF 80LOMO?r. 82 J

fiimseli had built to the one Ahniglity God of the

univerBe. Hence clouds on all sides gathered about

his declining (iay. Iladad, one of the hlood-royal of

the Edomite princes, betriin to orjranize a revolt in

that province, on whieh so much of the Jewish com-
merce depended. An adventurer seized on Damas-
cus, and set up an independent sovereiornty, thus

endangering the communication from Tadmor. A
domestic enemy, still more dangerous, appeared in

the person of Jeroboam, a man of great valour, sup-

ported by the prophet Ahijah, who foretold his future

rule over the ten tribes. Though fon-ed to tly,

Jeroboam found an asyluiu with Shishak, or Sesac,

the Sesonchosis of Manetho, who was raising the

kingdom of Egypt to its former alarming grandeur;

and, notwithstanding his alliance witli Solomon,
made no scruple against harbouring his rebellious

subject. Above all, the people were oppressed and
dissatisfied; either because the enormons reveimes
of the kingdom were more than absorbed by the vast

expenditure of the sovereign ; or because the more
productive brajiches of connuerce were interrupted

by the rebellions of the Edomites and Damascenes.
At this period likewise, Solomon departed from the

national, though iniquitous j)olicy of his earlier

reign, during which he had laid all the burthens ol

labour and taxation on the strangers, and exempted
the Israelites from every claim, but that of military

service. The language held to Kehoboam, on hii

accession, shows that the people had suffered deeply

from the arbitrary exactions of the king, who, with

the stale and splendour, had assumed the despotism

of an Oriental monarch. Hence the decline of the

Jewish kingdom, supported rather by the fame of its

sovereign, than by its inherent strength, was as rapid

as its rise. Solomon di«!d after a reign of forty

years, and with him r-xpired the glojy and the po\ve»

of the Jewish empire.
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BOOK VIII.

KINGDOMS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL.

JlecesMum tj Rehohoam—Jeroboam—Separation of the Two Kingdom*
— Jtso --^uuneof Omri— Huililing of Samaria—.Ikab— The Prophets
Elijah-- FHahn— .Irhosha/ihat- Hoslililira with Syria— House of JeJkm—Jithaliah— Uiiiah—Hmarl—Jeroboam the Second— Ihaz.

Fall of Samaria— Captivity of the Ten Triben— //cifA/c. t--.Wana.«»eJl

—Josiah—dssyrian Conquests—First—final Capture of jTusalem.

KINGS OF JUDAH. KINGS OF ISRAEL.
YR9. YRi.

Rehoboam reigned 17..B.C. 979=Jeroboani reigned 23
Abyah 3.. B.C. 962.

Am 41. .B.C. 93.
B.C. 957..Nadab 9
B.C. 9.15.. Baa^iha 23

B.C. 932..Elnh 3
B.C. 9.10.. Ziinri, Omri 11

B.C. 919...\liab 22
Jeboshaphat 25. .B.C. 918.

B.C. 8<)7...Miaziah 9
B.C. 89.5. .Ji'lmratn li

Jehoram 8.. B.C. ^93.

Ahaziah 1..B.C. 88.5.

Alhaliah 6. .B.C. 884-3. .Jehu 28

Jehoash 40.. B.C. 8T8.

B.(\ a5.5..Jchoahaz 17

Amaziah 39. .B.C. 8:W. .J. Imasli 16

B.C. 8'2i. .Jeroboam 2d 42

Uzzlah or Azarlah 51 .. B.C. 809.

B.C. 781 . .Interreennm U
B.C. 770. .Zachariah and Shallum.... 1

B.C. 769..Meiiahern 10

B.C. 75!i..Ppkahiah 9
Jotham 16.. BC. 7.58..Pekah 9U

Ahaz 16.. B.C. 742

B.C. 737. .2d Interregnum ft

B.C. 728..Ho.shea »
Hezekiah 29. . B.C. 726.

B.C. 719. .Samaria taken
Manasseh 55..BC. 697.

Amon 2. .B.C. 642.

Josiah 31.. B.C. 640.

Jehoahaz 3 months— * „ _, -^^
Jehoiachim 11 (

«•*-•"'='•

lehoiachin or Coniah— i

3 months— \ B.C. 598.

£edekiah 11 S

Jerusalem desuoyed B.C. 587.
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REHOROA.M, the son of Solomon, was received as
king by the whole nation. But his title, though
recognised at Jerusalem, seemed insecure without
the formal adhesion of the otlier trilx'S. An assem-
bly tlierefore was summoned at Shech'-m ; but instead

of adopting tlie wise and conciliatory language re-

commended by the older counsellors of Solomon,
Rehoboam followed the advice of the young and
violent ; and when the assembly, headed by tlie popu-
lar Jeroboam, who made his appearance from Kgypt,
demanded an alleviation of the public burthens, the

rash and inconsiderate king, not merely refused

compliance, but in the true character of Eastern
monarchy, threatened them with still heavier ex-
actions. '' My father made your yoke heavy, and 1

will add to your yoke ; my father chastised you with

whips, but I "will chastise you with scorpions.^'' "7b
your tents, Israel,^'' was the instantaneous cry; the

ten tribes unanimously renounced their allegiance,

raised Jeroboam to the throne, forced the son of

Solomon to fly to his native kingdom of Judah, and
stoned Adoram the collector of his tribute. Thus
the national union was for ever dissolved, and the

Hebrew kingdom never recovered this fatal blow.
Uehcboam had recourse to arms, and raised a

host of (R(),000men. But the authority of the pro-

phet Shemaiah, prevented the civil war, and lieho-

boam was obliged to content himself with fortifying

and securing his own dominions. In the mean time
the politic and unscrupulous Jeroboam pursued every
measure which could make the brcacli irreparable,

and thus secure his tlirone. As long as Jerusalem
was the place of national worship, it might again
become the centre of the national union. The
Levitical class, who constantly went up to the tem-

Ele in their courses, and the religion itself, were
onds which must be dissolved : a separate kingdom
must have a sejjanitc j)ri(sthood, and a separaf
place and establishnicnl for satred purposes. T •
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this end .Terohoam caused two golden calves to br
made, and cons('crat«>(l some inrtiohle p*'rsi»ns, not o

the Levitical tribe, a.s the priestlioitd. These calve
were set up, the one in the central position of Beth6"

tne other in tlie remote citv of Dan. They wei
not, strictly sjjeakiiiij, idols, but were speciousi

contrived as symbolical representations, prohabi
preserving some reseinhlance to the cheru'oi'n, g

which the ox was on(^ of the four constituent parts

Still they were set up in no less flagrant viola'uin oi

the law, than if they had been the deities of Ktcypt
to which they bore a fj^reat likeness. This heinous
deviation from the Mosaic polity, was not carried

into effect without remonstrance on the p;irt of the

prophets. As Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn
incense, one of the seers made his appearance, de
nounced a curse, and foretold the disasters that

would inevitably ensue. The kinor attempting to

seize him, his hand was suddenly withered, but

restored at the prayer of the prophet. The prophet

himself, not strictly complyincr with the divine com-
mand, was destroyed on his return home by a lion,

an awful example to all those who should exercise

that function, so important in the later period of the

Jewish kingdom. But Jeroboam was not satisfied

with thus securing his throne ag-ainst the influence

of the national religion. It may be assumed, that

not without his suggestion or connivance, his patron

Shishak, king of Egypt, made a descent on the king-

dom of Judah, now weakened by the corrupt morals

of the people. Rehoboam offered no effectual re-

sistance to the invader : the treasures of the temple

and palace of Solomon were plundered ; the golden

shields carried away, and replaced by others made
of the baser metal, brass.

After a reign of seventeen years Rehoboam wa?
succeeded on the throne of Judah by Abijah, his

son, (B.C. 962,) who iminediately raised a great

force to subdue the kingdom of Israel. The armiei
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oi Abijah and Jeroboam met in Mount Ephraim.
Jeroboam had on his side both numbers (800,000
men to 400,000) and military skill, which enabled
him to surround the forces of Judah. But Abijah
had the relig'ious feelinjr.s of the people. The pre-

sence of the priestlioocl, and the sound of the sacred
tnimpets inspirited Judah, as nuich as they disheart-

ened Israel. Jerolioam vas totally defeated with
the loss of 500,000 men ; the disaster preyed on his

mind, and he never after recovered his power or

enterprise.

After a short reign of three years Abijah died,

and was succeeded by his son Asa, (B.C. 959,) a
prudent and rclifrious prince. He pursued the wiser
policy of establishincr the national religion in all its

splendour and influence, encouraging those who
came up to the feasts from the neighbouring king-
dom, and checking idolatry, which he punished
even in llie person of Maachah the queen-mother,
whom he degraded and banished. Asa strength-

ened his army and fortified his cities, and thus was
enabled to repel a most formidable invasion headed
by Zerah the Ethiopian, some suppose an Arabian,
or, more probably, either Osorclion, the king of

Egj'pt, or his general, at the head of a million ol

men, and 300,000 chariots.

But while, from the sacred reverence in which
the lineage of David and Solomon was held, thi

throne of Judah jiasscd (piietly from son to son, tin

race of Jeroboam, having no hereditary greatness in

their favour, was spc('dll\- cut off froiu the succee-
Bion, and adventurer after adv(>nturer contested the.

kingdom of Israel. Durifig the illness of bis elder
son Abijah, Jeroboam had sent his wife in disguise,
to consult the prophet Ahijah upon his fate. The
prophet not only predicted the death of this pro-
mising youth, on the iriiiuediate return of his mother
to the capital citv of 'I'ir/.ah, but also the total exter-
mination of his race. At the death of Jeroboam the
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fatal prophecy immediately came to pass. Nadab,
his son and successor, (B.C. 957,) was dclhioned

and put to death, and his whole lineage put to tne

sword by l^aaslia, (H.C;. 955,) who filled the throne

for twenty-four years. Baasha endeavourerl to

counteract the prudent policy of Asa, by buildinv a

city (Ramah) on the frontifsr, to intercept tliose wlio

deserted to tlie older kingdom and to the purer reli-

gion of Jerusalem. In the war that ensued, the king

of Judah carried off the materials collected for build-

ing the city. Asa adopted a more unprecedented

measure, a league with a foreign poter»tate, the king

of Syria, against his Israelitish brethren; a league

which he purchased by a considerable present, taken

from the treasures of the temple. The zeal of the

prophets took fire, and Hanani, in the name of God,
remonstrated against the unnatural alliance. The
house of Baasha, after his death, suffered the same
fate with that of Jeroboam ; his son Elah was over-

thrown by Zimri, Zimri in his turn by Omri ; who,
finally prevailing over another antagonist, Tibni,

transferred the royal residence from Tirzah, a

beautiful city, where Zimri had set fire to the royal

palace, and burnt himself and all the treasures in

the flames, to Samaria, so long the hated rival oJ

Jerusalem.
The apostacy of the ten tribes and the wickedness

of their kings did not reach their height till the ac-

cession of Ahab, the son of Omri (B.C. 919); this

prince married Jezebel, the fierce and cruel daughter

of the king of Sidon. Under her influence the Si-

donian worship of Baal, the Sun, was introduced;

his temples were openly built and conspcrated; and
this fierce and persecuting idolatry threatened to ex-

terminate the ancient religion. The prophets were
put to death, 100 escaped by lying concealed in a

cave ; yet these intrepid defenders of the God of

their fathers still arose to remonstrate against these

fatal innovations; till at length Elijah, the greatest
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©f the whole race, took up the contest, and defied
and triumphed over the cruelly, both of the king,
and his blood-thirsty consort.

At this period the prophets act their nnost promi-
nent and important part in Jewish history, particu-

larly in that of Israel, where the Levites having
been expelled, and the priesthood dej^raded, they
remained the only defenders of the law and religion

of the land. Prophecy, it has been observed be-

fore, in its more extensive meaning, comprehended
the whole course of religious education ; and as the
Levitical class were the sole authorized conservators
and interpreters of the law, the prophets were usu-
ally of that tribe, or at least persons educated under
their care. Now, however, they assume a higher
character, and appear as a separate and influential

class in the state. They are no longer the musi-
cians, poets, and historians of the country, but men
full of a high and solemn enthusiasm, the moral and
religious teachers of the people. The most emi-
nent are described as directly, and sometimes sud-

denly, designated for their office by divine inspira-

tion, endowed with the power of working miracles,

and of foretelling future events. But, setting aside

their divine commission, the prophets were the great

constitutional patriots of the Jewish state, the cham-
pions of virtu(% liberty, justice, and the strict ob-

servance of the civil and religions law, against the

ini(|uities of the kings and of the people. In no
instance do they fall beneath, often they rise alove,

the lofty and humane morals of the Mosaic Insti-

tutes. They are always on the side of the op-

pressed ; they boldly rebuke but never factiously

insult their kmgs; they defend, but never flatter tlie

passions of the people. In no instance does one of

the acknowledged seers, like the turbulent dema-
gogues of the (Jrecian or Roman republics, at)use

his popular influence for his own personal airgran-

dizement or authority. Sometimes the Hebrew
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prophets ventured beyonrl the borders of theii own
land, and were universally received with honour and
with awe; for in faet most of ilie Kastern nations
treat with reverence all pretensif)ns to divine afflatus;

so as to respect even madness or idiocy as possilily

partaking of that mysterious influence. Hence the
appearance of Elisha at Damascus, or even of Jonah
at Nineveh, is by no means incredible. Neverthe-
less the exercise of the prophetic function was at-

tended with the greatest danger, particularly in their
native country. The Mosaic law, while it promised
an uninterrupted line of proijhets, provided by the
enactment of the severest penidlies, and by the es-
tablishment of a searching test, against the unwar-
ranted assumption of the holy office. If tlie pro-
phet's admonitions were not in accordance with the
law, or if the event answered not to his predictions,
he was to be put to death. Hence, though false

prophets might escape V)y dexterously flattering the
jwwerful, the bold and honest discharge of the office

demanded the highest zeal and intrepidity. Of all

the prophets, none united such distinguished quali-
fications, or was so highly gifted as Elijah, who ap-
peared at this disastrous juncture, when the abroga-
tion of the ancient religion, and the formal establish-
ment of the Sidonian worship, were sulitly and deli-

berately attempted. At his first apjieaiance before
Ahab, Elijah denounced as inmiinent and immediate
one of those penalties, with which, according to the
first principles of the Mosaic law, tlie land was
threatened on the desertion of the national worship,
a long and distressing drought of many years.
Having delivered his message, he concealed himself
near a brook which ran into the Jordan; there he
was fed, as some translate the word, by ravens, as
others, by travelling merchants or Arabians. At
length the brook dried up, and Elijah fled into
Sarepte, a town within the dominion*? of his Side-
nian enemies. Here Ive was entertained by a cha-
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ritable widow, whose sprvices were rewanleil by
the iniraciiloiis repletion of lier cruise of oil, aii.l die
restoration of her son to life. Still the (iroii<rlil con-
tinued ; the fruitful plains and tlie luxuriant valleys
of Kphraim and Zebuhni lay parched and crumbling
with heat ; the fountains, the wells, thtf rivers were
all dried up, there was not herbaufe enoiifrh to feed

the royal horses and catlle. At this juncture, Elijah

suddenly appeared before the king, havinjr previ-

ously sent him a message by the reluctant Obadiah.
He demanded to put the truth of the two religions

to the test of a public and splendid miraile. The
scene took place on the sunnuit of that lofty moun-
tain, Carmel, which on one side commaiuis a view
of the boundless ocean, on the other of the richest

valleys of the promised land. The priests of Maal,

the Sun, assembled to the number of 450: Klijah

stood alone. All the people awaited the issue in

anxious expectation. Whichever sacrifice was
kindled by fire from heaven was to decide the cause.
The priests of Baal, having selected their victim,

placed it on the altar. As their god began to arise

above the eastern horizon, they hailed his appear-
ance with the smoke of their incense, and tlie loud
sound of their orisons. They continued their sup-
plications till he reached the height of his noonday
splendour; then with frantic cries, wild dances, cut-

ting their flesh with knives and lancets, they sum-
moned their god to reveal his power. All above was
mute and still, the altar cold and uukindled. Klijah

began to taunt them. Cry alouil, {he snid) for he u
a. god, either he is talking, or he is pursuing- or he is

on a Journey, or periidvenltire he sleejielh and 'imst be

awaked. Still as the orl) began to desi-end, they
continued to chant their hynnis, till at length it

sank into the waves of the sea. Klijah then raised

an altar of twelve stones, filled the trench around it

with water, placed his victim upon it, uttcrc<l a brief

and bimole prayer to the God of liis fatlurs In-
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stantaneously the fire flashed down, and consumed
both the sacrifice and the altar, and licked up the
water in the trench. The peoph; at once recoonised
the hand of God ; the law was put in force against
the idolatrous priests, they were taken down and put
to death on the banks of the Kishon. Immediately
the curse was removed from the land : Elijah saw a
small cloud, the usual forerunner of rain, arise as
from the sea, and the whole country was refreshed
by abundant showers. Elijah entered Jezreel with
Ahab, but was soon obliged to fly from the vengeance
of the queen ; he passed first to Beersheba, the

southern extremity of Judah, then into the desert to

Horeb, the scene of the delivery of the law. Here
he received a divine commission to anoint a new
king of Syria, Hazael; a new king of Israel, Jehu;
a new prophet in his own place, Elisha. The circum-
stances of the divine communication are remarkable,
as apparently designed to impress the mind with
notions of the greatness and goodness, rather than

the terror and wrath of God. God appears neither

in the earthquake nor the fire, but in the still small

voice behind ; behold the Lord passed by, and a great

and strong Viind rent the mountains, and braJce in

pieces the rocks before the Lord, the Lord was not m
the wind ; and after the wind an earthquake ; the Lord
was not in the earthquake ; and after the earthquake a
/ire, the Lord was not in thefire ; and after thefire, a
still small voice.

In the mean time the affairs of Israel, after the

restoration of the ancient religion, had prospered.

A great confederacy of the Syrian kings, headed
by Benhadad, a name common to the kings of Da-
mascus, after an insolent command of unconditional

•surrender, besieged Samaria. As the Syrian troops

were negligently feasting in their camp, certain o
the youth of high rank fell upon them, and discom-

fited them with great slaughter. The Syrians con-

soled themselves by the notion that the God of Israel
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was the God of the Hills: on the plain their supe-

rior numhers and immense force in chariots would
refrain their su[)eri()rity. A second ff)t;d 'lefeat de-

stroyed their confiik'nce, lhou<:li the Israelites were

described as two little flocks of kids in comparison
with their vast army. Tlie fn;,ntives took refufre in

Aphek, and great numbers were crushed by the fall-

ing- of the walls of that city. Benhadad and bis

leaders had no other course liul to surrender. Abab
received them honoural)ly, spared their lives on

condition that all the conquests of the Syrians

should be restored, and that the Israelites should

have a quarter in the city of Damascus assigned for

their residence. This uimsual lenity, and the

neglect to secure the inviolability of the Holy Land
by the exemplary punishment of foreign invaders,

roHsed the indignation of the prophets, one of whom
appeared wounded and with aslu's on his head, and

rebuked the king for this, according to the existing

notions, most criminal weakness. The providential

success of Ahah's arms neither reconciled liim to

the worship of the true God, nor taught him re-

verence for the institutes of his country. The law
of property was still in fidl force; but a piece of

land, occupied by a vineyard, lying conveniently

near that of the king, he desired to purchase it.

Naboth, the owner, refused to alienate th(' inherit-

ance of his family. Ry the advice of his crafty

queen, Ahabcausei] thr' mdiappy man to be accused

of blasphemy. Through tlie subornation of wit-

nesses, and the corrui)tioii of the munici[)al court of

judicature, he procured his condemnation: Naboth
was stoned to death. The crime was no sooner

"ommitted than the king was startled with the sud-

den reappearance of Elijah. He denoimced divine

vengeance, and proclaimed aloud, that the dogs

should li(;k the blood of Ahab as they had licked

the blood of Naboth ; tliat a fate as terribl« awaited

!iis queen Jezebel near the walls of Jezrcel ; and
I.—

T
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that Ins whole family should perish by a violocA

death.

All this time the kingdom of Judah had enjoyed
an interval of peace and prosperity. After a reigfn

of forty-one years, Asa was succeeded (B. C. 918)

by his son .lelntshapliat. The new kinj^ pursued
the prudent and relinious course of iiis father, forti-

fied his kinjrdom, maintained a powerful army, esta-

blished pul)iic teachers of llie law, and oriranized

the courts of judicature in all the cities of Judah.

The kino'dom was in a high state of prosperity ; the

Philistines and the Arab tribes paid tribute to the

king of Jerusalem. By this time the bitter animo-
eities, which arose out of the separation of the king-

doms, had subsided. Jehoshaphat entered into an
alliance with the King of Israel, and, in an evil

hour, he married liis son Jehorani to tlie cruel and
ambitious daughter of Ahab, Athaliah, who intro-

duced the crimes and calamities of the Israelitish

dynasty into the royal house of Judah. Ahab had
determined to wrest the important town of Ramoth,
in Gilead, from the power of the Syrians, and sum-
moned his ally, Jehoshaphat, to his assistance. But
before the expedition set forth, the prophets were
to be consulted. Ahab, had, however, taken a sure

way of ridding himself of their importunate admo-
nitions, by raising a prophetic fraternity in his own
interests. The honest Micaiah, who alone foretold

calamity and ruin, was insulted, and thrown into

prison ;' and Ahab, persuaded by his own prophets,

who w-ere filled with lying spirits, went boldly out

to the war. In the onset the troops of SyTia

avoided the king of Judah, and centred their whole
attack against tlie person of the king of Israel

Ahab, shot tluough by a random arrow, was brought
to Samaria, his armour and chariot were washed in

the pool of Samaria, where, according to the pre-

diction of Elijah, the dogs licked his blood.

Jehosliaphat, on his return to his own kingdom,



JEHORAM 233

was threatened by a forniitlablo confederacy of Am-
monites, Moabites, and other prcihilor}' trilies, who
appeared among the rich gardens of Hng 'di, west
of the Dead Sea. But wliik; the army of .ludah ro-

•nained motionh^ss, engaged in their ndigious rites,

and joining in their hymns of battle, some misun-
derstanding or dissension liroke out among the

troops of the enemy ; the ditferent tribes fell upon
each other, and Judah had only to share the rich

booty of the abandoned camp.
The alliance between the two Hebrew kingdoms

lasted during the short and uneventful reign of

Ahaziah, (B. C. 891,) the son and successor of

Vhab. This prince, havmg met with an accident

which endangered his life, sent to consult Baalze-

Oub, the god of Kkron, whom perhaps the Fhilis-

£ines endowed with some of the powers of healing,

attributed by the Greeks to Apollo. Eliiah was
commanded to rebuke this idolatrous disparage-

ment of the God of Israel ; twice, a troop of fifty

men sent to seize him were struck with lightning;

the third time he came boldly down from the hill on
which he stood, and foretold tlv king's dcatii, which
almost immediately took jdaee. .lehoram, his

brother, ascended the tlu-oae. His first measure was
tlie organization of a confederacy between the kings

of Israel, .Imiah an! I'Mom, to chastise tlie revolted

king of Moab, wlio had refused his accustomed
tribute of 100,000 slieep and 100,000 lambs. Their
united forces marched round the foot of the Dead
Sea, but found themselves bewildered in an and
desert without water. By the advice of Klisha,

who had now assumed the prophetic olhce, they dug
deep trenches along lh(^ plain, down wliich liie

waters from the muuntainous district ol Kdom flowed

rapidly and ahundanily. 'I'lie M(tal)ites in the morn-
ing, mistakin<i tiie wat<^rs reddeiicfl by the rising sun

for pools of blood, suppiised that tlu; common fate

of confederate anniis li;td taken place, that they had
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quarrelled and mutually slaughtered each other.

Thoy sallied down to plunder the camp, but, meet-

lu; wi'li unexpected resistance, were defeated on
flU sides; the king in his despair, after having in

vain attempted to break through the hostile forces,

and having seen his whole country cruelly devas-

tated, ofl'ered his eldest son as a sacrifice to his gods.

Yet he seems to have been saved from total ruin by
some dissension among the allies, which led to the

withdrawing of their forces.

On the death of .lehoshaphat, his son Jehoram
succeeded, and thus we have a prince of the same
name on each of the thrones, increasing the diffi-

culty of relating the parallel history of the two
kingdoms with perspicuity. In the first measure
of Jehoram king of Jutlah, the fatal consequences
of the connexion with the sanguinary house o'

Ahab began to appear; all his brethren were put to

death without remorse. The reign which began in

blood, proceeded in idolatry and defeat, till the ff ar-

ful doom, denounced in a letter sent by the prof tiet

Klisha, was entirely fulfilled. The kingdom sufi"' red

a fatal blow in the revolt of Edom, and tlie lof s ol

their remaining seaport on the Red Sea. Jeho «ha-

phat had continued this commerce in conjunction

with Ahaziah king of Israel; he had fitted out a

large fleet at Ezion-geber, which was wrecked on a

ledge of rocks near that incommodious harbour.

He then transferred his marine to Elath, and fitted

out another expedition on his own account with

better success. But Elath now also fell into the

hands of the rebellious Edomites, and all com-
merce was entirely cut off. Nor was this the end
of Jehoram's calamities ; the Philistines and Ara-

bians invaded the country, surprised his palace

captured his seraglio, and slew all his sons but one.

Jehoram himself died of a painful and loathsome dis-

ease, so little honoured that he was not buried in the

sepulclire of the kinsfs ; Ahaziah his son succeeded
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We now return to the kingdom of Israel, where
we find the king Jehoram cng;igod in a new war
with his inveterate enemy, the Syrian kin<r of Da-
mascus. The hopes of the eoimtry rested on tlie

prophet Elisha. Elijah had been wrapt to heaven
in a car of fire, but had bequeathed his mantle, his

office, and a double portion of his spirit, to his sue-
cessor. This took place beyond the Jordan. Hlishii,

in possession of the miraculous mantle, divided the

waters and passed over; he was received and recoi^-

nised by the prophetic school at Jericno, thout^h

originally an uneducated husbandman. The early
period of his prophetic office is described as a suc-
cession of miracles ; he purified the waters of Jeri

cho, to which was attributed the sin<,nilar property
of causing women to miscarry': he laid his curse
on forty-two youths in Bethel, who had mocked his

bald head; they were devoured by bears; he multi-

plied a widow's vessel of oil, and restored to life

the child of an opulent woman in the town of Shu-
nam; he destroyed the poisonous qualities of a
mess of herbs, and fed 100 men with twenty loaves.

He had contributed to gain the victory over the Mo-
abites. His fame spread into Syria. Naaman, one
of the great military leaders of that kingdom, was
a leper. Elisha cured hint by commanding him to

wash in the .Jordan ; but to avoid the least sus[)icion

of venality, he not merely refused all rcmimeration,

but his servant Gehazi was punished by the same
disease for fraudulently ol)taining gifts in his name,
from the grateful stranger. As the Syrians [)rcsscd

the war with greater viironr, their kinu:, Bcnhadad,
found all his measures anticipated, and attrit)utcd

his want of success to the presence of Elisha. He
sent an army to surprise him in the city of Dothan
at no great distance from Samaria. The troops

were all smitten with blindness, conducted to Sa-

maria, but released by the merciful intervention o/

the prophet.
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But the city of Samaria was now environed on
all sides, and ondiired the first of those dreadful

sieves, by which the two ejipilals of the Jewish
kingd(»ins appear, through some awful fatality, to

have been distiniriiished beyond all the otiier cities

of the world. Tlie most loathsome food, an ass's

head and the dnng of piireoiis, were sold at enor-

mous prices. Two women had made an agreement
to kill llieir chililren for food, and one of them
called u]Kn\ the king to enforce her reluctant co-

partner to fulfil her share in this horrible compact.

The king rent his clothes, and was discovered to

have sackcloth next his skin. Jeiioram, for some
reason which do.s not appear, determineil to wreak
vengeance on Elislia : when on a sudden the pro-

phet announces the speedy discomfiture of the Sy-
rian army, and unexampled abundance and cheap-

ness of provisions. First, some lepers, desperate

from their wretclied condition, sally forth : they find

the camp totally deserted. Wild noises of arms
and chariots had been heard on all sides. The Sy-
rians, supposing that the Eg\'ptians, or some other

powerful allies had marched to the relief of Sama-
ria, had been seized with a sudden panic and dis-

persed. The greatest plenty, and an immense booty
rewarded the Samaritans for their dreadful suffer-

ings. One of tlieir officers, who had presumed to

doubt the truth of Elisha's prophecies, according to

his prediction, saw, but did not partake of the abun-
dance; he was trampled to death in the press at the

crate.

The prophetic fame of Elisha was now at its

height; he entered the metrojjolis of the Syrians,

where the king lay dangerously ill (as Josephus
says) of a deep melancholy, occasioned by his de-

feat. He was met by Hazael, an eminent othcer o/

the court, with a sumi)tuous present, borne on forty

camels. Hill the kitig recover '/ demands the Syrian.

The prophet returns an enijfmatiiiil. vet siffnifican*
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answer, that the disease is not mortal, but that the
monarch's end is approaching. With these words
he burst into tears ; for he knew that Hazael enter-
tained desii^ns ao-ainst his master's hfe: and that
the bold and uiipriiiciplpd usurper would be a more
formidable enemy to his native country, than had
yet sat upon the throne of Syria. The fatal pre-
diction is accomplished in every point. Hazael
smothers his master with a wet cloth, seizes tlie

throne, and his first measure is a bloody battle at
Ramoth a<?ainst the combined forces of both the
Jewish kingdoms under Jehoram, king of Israel, and
A.haziah, who had just succeeded his father, Jehoram
jf Judah. In this calamitous field Jehoram was
ivounded, and retreated to Jezreel, where Ahaziah
came to meet him. But the dynasty of the san-
gumary Ahab was drawing to a close. Elisha com-
manded a young prophet to anoint Jehu, a valiant
officer, as king of Israel. The army at Ramoth
revolted, and espoused the cause of Jehu : he ad-
vanced rapidly in his (thariot on Jezreel, for he was
noted for his furious driving.
Jehoram and Ahaziah went forth from the city

against Jehu : they met in the fatal vineyard of Na-
both. Jehoram attempted to parley; but he was
reproached with his own crimes and with the idola-
tries of his mother Jezebel. The king shrieked
aloud, There is treachery, Ahaziah, and fled. The
bow of Jelm was strung; and the arrow pierced the
unfortunate monarch through the heart. His body
was taken up, and cast into the vineyard of Naboth.
Ahaziah fled with no better fortime. ' He received a
mortal wound, and died at Megiddo : his body was
carried to Jerusalem. Jehu entered Jezreel in tri-

umph. As he passed through the gate, the haughty
Jezebel, who had painted lierface and tired her head,
looked forth fnjin a window, ancj reproached him
with the niurdcr of the king: Had Zimri peace, xphc
ilew his master 1 Jvliu lifted up .'lis Ijoad. und ex
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claimed, IMio is on viy side, nho? Some of the pci^

fidious eiimichs of tlic queen immediately appeared.

Throw ner dorun, was the stern command of Jehu.

'rh(!y olieyed: her hlood fell upon the wall, and the

horses trampled over her body; and when at lenf^th

the unrelentiiiK conqueror consented to permit lier

body to he buried, because though a cursed n-oman
she Ti'ds a king^s daughter, nothing but the miserable
remains of her corpse were found, the scull, the feet,

and the palms of the hands ; for the dogs (according

to the words of Elijah) had eaten thejlem rj Jezebel in

tlieportion ofJezreel. Thus, by the death of Jehoram
and Ahaziah, both the thrones of Judah and Israel

were vacant. Jehu hastened to secure the litter.

There were seventy sons of Ahab in Samaria.
Jehu sent to command the elders of the city, which
was strongly fortified and well provided with arms,
to set the best of Ahab's sons upon the throne. The
elders apprehended that they might perform a more
acceptable service : they made known their ready
subservience to the views of the usurper. An indis-

criminate slaughter of the seventy sons, the friends

and kindred of Ahab took place : the heads were
sent, in the modern Turkish fashion, to Jehu, at

Jezreel. The subtle usui-per ordered them to be

placed by the gate ; and addressed th^ assembled
people, obliquely exculpating himself from the guilt

of the massacre : Behold, I conspired against my
master, and slezv him ; bvt ti'ho slew all these ? He
proceeded to attribute their death to the inscrutable

decrees of the Almighty, who had determined or

the extirpation of the whole guilty house of Ahab.
The crafty Jehu continued his successful, though
bloody career. The house of Ahaziah met with no
better fate than that of Ahab: Jehu put to death
forty-two of them, wliom he encountered on his

way to Samaria, obviously with a view to popu'nrity.

He entered Samaria with Jonadab, the sou ol Re-
chab, tlie founder of an austere ascetic sect, "vho
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abstained from the use of wine, seated by his side
in his chariot. He conchided his dreadful work of

.veng-eanee by the total extermination of the priests

of Baal, which he conducted witli his usual subtlety-

He avowed himself an ardent worshipper of tha\

idolatry; and sunnnoucd a general assembly of the
priesthood. The temple was crowded : he com-
manded all the worshippers to put on splendid and
distinguishing apparel ; and ordered strict search
to be made w'hether any of the worshippers of Je-

hovah were present. He then, having encnrcled

the building with his guard, gave the signal for an
unsparing massacre. Not one escaped : the idols

were destroyed, the temples razed. Jonadab, the

ascetic, countenanced and assisted this dreadful

extirpation of idolatry. Yet even Jehu adhered to

the symbolic worship established by Jeroboam.
Thus Israel was finally delivered from the fatal

house of Ahab; but Athaliah, the queen mother of

Judah, showed herself a worthy descendant of that

wicked stock, and scenes as bloody, and even more
guilty, defiled the royal palace of Jerusalem. She
seized the vacant throne, massacred all the seed
royal, excepting one child, Joash, who was secreted

in the temple by his father's, sister, Jehosheba, the

wife of the High Priest. Athaliah maintained her

cruel and oppressive government for six years,

duriiif5 which the temple was plundered, and the

worship of Baal established. In the seventh a for-

midable conspiracy broke out, headed by the High
Priest.

As Athaliah entered the courts of the temple, she
beheld the young and rightful heir of the kingdom,
crowned, and encircled by a great military force,

who, with tht: assembled priestliood, and the whole
people, joined in the acclamation, "God save the

King." She shrieked aloud. Treason, treason ! but

her voice was drowned by the trumpets, and the

e.ries of the multilii(l(\ Incapable of resistance, she
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was seized, dragged heyond tlie prnrincts of th«
temple, and put to deatli (B. C. 87S). Jfhoiada, the
Higli Priest, wlio assumed the control of public
affairs, the king being only seven years old, com-
manded Matlan, the priest of Baal, to be slain in his
temple, and totally suppressed the religion.

The reign of .loash began under favourable
auspices: the influence of the High Priest, and the
education of the king himself in the temple, pro-
mised the restoration of the national worship.
Large contributions were made for the repair of
the sacred edifice, which at first, it appears, were
diverted by the priests to their own purj)Oses. But
a check having been devised to their fraudulent and
irreligious proceedings, the fabric was restored in

all its splendour, its services reorganized, and the
sacred vessels, which had been profaned by Atha-
liah, replaced. But the peace of Judah, as well as
of Israel, was threatened by the increasing power
and ambition of Hazael, the ambitious and formida-
ble usurper of the Syrian throne. During the latter

part of the reign of Jehu, he had severed from the
kingdom of Israel all the Transjordanic provinces

;

and during that of Jehoahaz, the successor of .Tehu,

reduced Samaria almost to a tributary province;
ten chariots, fifty horsemen, and 10,000 infantry,

were all the remaining force of that once powerful
kingdom.
Hazael having taken Gath, now advanced against

Jerusalem. The unwarlike Joash purchased his

retreat at the price of all the sacred treasures of
the t^ple ; and in every respect the latter part of

the reign of Joash belied the promise of tlie former.
After the death of the High Priest Jehoiada, idol-

atry, which before, excepting the worship on high
places, had been entirely suppressed, began tc

spread again among the higher ranks. Zachariah,
the son of Jehoiada, both as priest and prophet,
resisted with the strongest denunciations the pre-
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ailing apostacy. The king, forgetful of his father's

senicps, and the people, weary of his remonstrances,
conspired together to stone him.

Defeat and death followed hard on the ingratitudt

and apostacy of Joash. The Syrians again appeared
with a small force, but totally discomfited the Jewish
urniy ; and his own officers revenged the disgrace
of the nation on the person of the king, by mur-
dering him in his bed. Nor was he thought worthy
of a place in the sepulchres of the great king.« >f

Ju ah.

The first act of Amaziah, the son and successor
of Joash, was to do justice on the murderers of his

father; but with merciful conformity to the law,

unusual in such times, he did not mvolve the chil-

dren in the treason of their fathers.

Amaziah (B. C. 838) raised 300,000 men in Judah,
and hired 100,000 from Israel, but the latter, by com-
mand of a prophet, he dismissed. With his own
great army he invaded the revolted kingdom of

Edom, gained a signal victoiy in the Valley of Salt,

and took Selah (the rock), probably the important
city of Petra. The Israelites whom he had sent

back, surprised on their return some of the cities of

Judah ; and Amaziah, flushed with his conquests
over Edom, sent a defiance to the king of Israel.

Jehoash, who now filled that throne, was a politic

and successful prince; after the death of the formi-

dable Hazael, he had reinstated his kingdom in its

independence, and reconquered great part of his

territory by three victories over the Syrians, which
took place according to the precUction of the dymg
Elisha. Three times, according to the prophet's

injunction, lie had smote on the ground with certain

arrows. Had he not paused, he had gained more
than three victories. He treated the defiance of

Amaziah with contempt. The two armies met at

Bethshemesh : Judah was totally routed, Jerusalem
pillaged, and the treasures of the temple carried
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away to Samaria. Fifteen years afier the death of

his rival, Amaziah, like his father, fell a vx-tim to a

conspiracy within the walls of his palace: he fled to

Lachish, but was slain there.

In neither case was the succession altered ; his

son Azariah, or Uzziah, assumed the royal power,
(B. C. 800,) and commenced a long-, relif^ious, and
therefore prosperous, reig^n of fifty-two years. The
gjeat warlike enterprise of Azariah was the subju-

gation of the Philistines, and others of the adjacent

tribes : but his more important c(jnquest was the

recover}' of Elath, the port on the Red iSea. Aza-
riah provided with equal success for the internal

prosperity of the country by the encouragement
and protection of husbandry. He kept on foot a

powerful army, strongly fortified Jerusalem, and en-
deavoured to make himself master of all the im-
provements in armour, and in the means of defending
walled towns, then in use.

But this good and prudent king was guilty of one
great violation of the law ; he began to usurp the

office of the priests, and ofltr incense. While he
was offering, he was suddenly struck with leprosy

;

and in rigid conformity to the law of Moses, he was
set aside, and the administration of public aflairg

intrusted to his son Jotliam. The kingdom of Israel,

or Ephraim as it is now often called, regained a high

degree of prosperity during the early period of Aza-
riah's reign in Judah. Jeroboam th*i Second, an
able prince, had succeeded Jehoash (Yi C. 825), and
pursuing his father's successes, re-e&U>blished the

whole frontier from Ilamath to the Dea.l Sea ; even
Damascus, the Syrian capital, surrenu<-»^d to his

forces. But the kingdom which was to remahl in

the line of Jehu to the fourth generation, at the

death of Jeroboam fell into a frightful state of

anarchy. At length, after eleven years oi" cumult
(B. C. 770), his son Zachariah obtained the scep^^'e,

but was speedily put to death by Shallum ; Siiau*"^
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m his turn by Menahem. Mcnahem (B. C. 769), a

RaiifTninary prince, reigned ten years ; duiinjj which
(ho fatal power of the g^reat Assyrian empire waa
uivaneinq- with gigantic strides to universal con-
quest. Pul, the monarch, who ruled at Nineveh,
was rapidly extending his conquests over Syri;i, ana
began to tlireaten the indepeniieiice of Israel. Me-
nahem only delayed the final servitude by submission
and tribute, which he wrung from his people by
heavy exactions. Menahem was succeeded by his

son Pekahiah, fB. C 75s,) who, in ten years after,

was put to deatn by a new usurper, Pekah, the son of

Remaliah. In the second year of Pekah began the

reign of Jotham, (B. C. 757,)— who took the reins

of government during the lifetime of his father.

Jotham strengthened the kingdom of Judah, made
the Ammonites tributary, and, after an able, but not

very eventful reign, left the throne to his son Ah?/,
the worst and most unfortunate monarch who had
ruled in Judah.
As the storm darkened over the Hebrew kingdom,

the voices of the prophets became louder and more
wild ; those, whose writings have been preserved in

our sacred volume, now come upon the scene. In

their magnificent lyric odes, we have a poetical his-

tory of these momentous times, not merely de-

scribing the Aill of the two Hebrew nations, but that

of the adjacent kingdoms likewise. As each inde-

pendent tribe or monarchy was swallowed up in the

great universal empire of Assyria, the seers of Judah
watched the progress of the invader ; and uttered

their sublime funeral anthems over the greatness

the prosperity, and independence of Moab, and

Ammon, Damascus, and Tyre. They were like the

gT-eat tragic chorus to the awful drama, which wag
unfolding itself in the eastern world. Nor did they

confine their views to tlir-ir own internal atTairs, or

to their own immediate ncigiiixjurliood. Jonah aj)-

peared as a man under divine intlucnce at Nineveh;
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and Nahuin dcsrribrd the siibsrqiicnl fate of that
spacious fity in iniafjes, which human imagination
or human language have never surpassed.

Still, in general, the poets of Judaea were pre-
eminently national. It is on the existing state, the
impending dangers, and future prospects of Kphraim
and Judah, that they usually dwell. As moral
teachers, they struggle with the noblest energy
against the corruptions which prevailed in all ranks
and classes. Each kingdom had its prophets; in

that of Israel, the obscure and sententious Hosea
reproved tlie total depravation. The rustic and
honest Amos inveighed against the oppressions of
the wealthy, and the corruptions of the judges. In
Judah, Joel described the successive calamities
which desolated the country. But Isaiah, not only
took a great share in all the affairs of the successive
re'gns from Azariah to Hezekiah ; described or anti
cipated all the wars, conquests, and convulsions
which attended the rise and fall of the Assyrian and
Babylonian dynasties; but penetrated still farther
into futurity. To Isaiah may be traced the first clear
and distinct intimations of the important influence to
he exercised by the Jews on the destiny of mankind
—the promise of the Messiah ; and the remote pros-
pects of future grandeur, which tended so strongly
to form their national character, and are still The
indissoluble bond which has held together this ex-
traordinary people through centuries of dispersion,
persecution, and contempt. Still blind to the fulfil-

ment of all these predictions in the person and
spiritual kingdom of Christ, the Jew, in ever>' age
and every quarter of the world, dwells on the pages
of his great national prophet, and with undying hope
looks forward to the long-delayed coming of the
Deliverer, and to his own restoration to the promised
land in splendour and prosperity, far surpassing that
of his most favoured ancestors.
The dissensions between the two kingdoms led to
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their more immediate ruin. Ahaz succeeded to the
throne of Judah in the seventeenth yrar of Pckah,
(B, C. 742,) the last able or powerful moiKirch of

Israel. Pekah entered into a confederacy with
llezin, king of Damascus, to invade Juda;a. Their
first expedition did not meet with much success ; a

second descent was more fatal. On the retreat of

the Syrians, Ahaz ventured on a battle. In this

bloody field Judah lost 120,000 men; Zichri, a valiant

chieftain of the Israelites, slew with his own hand
Maaseiah, the king's son, and some of his household.
Two hundred tliousand men, women, and children,

were led away into captivity. The sight of their

brethren in this miserable condition aroused the

better feelings of the Israelites : they refused to

retain them in servitude ; forced the army into

milder measures ; treated the prisoners with great

kindness
;
gave them food, raiment, and the means

of returning home: a beautiful and refreshing inci-

dent in this gloomy and savage part of their annals

;

and, as usual, to be ascribed to one of their prophets.

Rezin, in the mean time, the ally of Pekah, seized

Elath. The Edomites and Philistines revolted ; and
Ahaz, attacked on all sides, in his desperation threw
himself under the protection of Tiglath Pileser, the

Assyrian king, who had already subdued all the

Transjordanic tribes, and advanced his frontier to

the banks of the river. This treaty led to the usual

results, where a weaker state enters into an alliance

with a stronger. The Assyrian lent his aid as far

as suited his own views of conquest; invaded Syria,

took Damascus, led the people away captive, and
Blew the king. But against the more immediate
enemies of Ahaz, the Kdomitcs, he sent no succours,

and exhausted tlie kingdom of .ludah by the exaction

of a heavy tribute. I was not from want of base
aubservience to his protector, that Ahaz siiflered this

ungenerous treatment. Ahaz revolted entirely from
the national faith ; lie offered public worship to the
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pods of S\Tia; constnicted a new altar on the
iiiodol of the one he saw at Damascus, where he
wont to pay homag^e to the Assyrian ; and robbed
the treasury to pay his tribute. He defaced many
of the vessels and buildings of the temple. No
superstition was too cruol for Ahaz; he offered

incense in the valley of Hinnom, and made his chil-

dren pass through the fire. In short, had not hig

death relieved his people, .Jerusalem seemed rapidly
following the example, and hastening towards the

fate of Samaria. For now the end of that kingdom
drew on. The unprincipled, though able Pekah-
was assassinated; another period of anarchy lastea

for several years, till at length the sceptre fell into

the feeble hands of Hoshea, who had instigated the

murder of Pekah. A new and still more ambitious
monarch, Shalmaneser, now wielded the power of

Assyria ; Hoshea attempted to avert the final sub-
jugation of his kingdom by the payment of tribute,

but being detected in a secret correspondence with
the king of Egypt, called So, the Sevechus of Ma-
netho, the Assyrian advanced into the kingdom,
besieged Samaria, which, after an obstinate resist-

ance of three years, surrendered, and thus termi-

nated for ever the independent kingdom of Israel

or F^phraim.

It was the policy of the Assyrian monarchs to

transplant the inhabitants of the conquered provinces
on their borders, to the inland districts of their em-
pire. Thus they occupied their outposts with those
on whose fidelity they might rely; and, with far

wiser and more generous views, by introducing
agricultural colonies among the ruder and nomadic
hordes, as the Russians have done in iheir vast do-
minions, carried culture and civilization into wild
and savage districts. Pul and Tiglath Pileser had
already swept away a great part of the population
from Syria, and the Transjordanic tribes : and Shal-

maneser, after the capture of Samaria, carried off vasi
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numhpr? of the romaiiiintr tribes to a mountainous
region between Assyria ;ind .Medea, wlio were after-

ward replaced tbere by colonies of a race called

Cuthncans. From this period, history loses siijht o(

the ten trii)es as a distinct people. Prideaux sup
poses that they were totally lost and absorbed in

the nations among whom they settled; but imagi-
nation has loved to follow them into remote and
inaccessible regions, where it is supposed that they
still await tlie final restoration of tlie twelve tribes

to tiieir native land ; or it has traced the Jewish
features, language, and religion, in different tribes,

particularly the Afghans of India, and in a still

wilder spirit of romance, in the Americans. How
far the descendants of the Israelites constitiited the

mingled people of the Samaritans, whose history

has come down to us only as it is coloured by irre-

conciliableJewish hostility, is a question hereafter

to be discussed.

While the kingdom of Israel was rarely blessed

by a permanent, vigorous, and prudent administra-

tion, and frequently endured all tlie evils of a con-

tested and irregular sucression, which placed ad-

venturer after adventurer, or short and [irccarious

dynasties upon the throne: while the best of their

kings only so far returned to the national faith, as

to extirpate foreign idolatry, but remained true to

the separate, symiiolic, and forbidden worship of

Jeroboam—the hereditary succession of Judah re-

mained unbroken in the line of David, and a period

of misrule and irreligion was almost invariably suc-

ceeded by a return to the national faith. Accord-

ingly, six years b(;fore the final destruction of Sa-

maria, one of the best and wisest of her kings,

Hezekiah, replaced his father Aliaz on the throne of

Judah (B.C;. 7'J»;)- Hezekiah carried the reforma-

tion much farther than his most religious predeces-

sors. The temiile was cleansed—the rites restored

with more than usual solemnity—the priesthood
I-—

U
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and Levites reinstated in their privilenrpR— every
vestipe of idoliitrous superstition eradicated—the
shrines of false trdds demolished—the jrrovfs levelled

—the hi jrh places desecrated : even the hrazfii serjx'nt

niade by Moses in the wilderness, haviiiir been
abused to superstitious purposes, was destroyed.
Flaving- thus prepared the way, Hezekiah bejran still

farther to devtdop his plans, which tended to the
consolidation of the whole Hebrew race inider their

old relig-ions constitution. Tie determined to cele-

brate the passover (that whirdi was called the second
passover) with all its origfinal splendour and con-
course of people. He sent messensrers into the
neighbonriufj kincfdom of Israel, to summon the ten
tribes, then under the feeble rule of Hoshea. The
proud I']phraimites treated his niessasre with con-
tempt ; but from the smaller tribes multitudes flocked
to Jerusalem, where the sacrifices were offered with
something like the ancient state and mag-nificence.

On their return, the religious zeal of those who had
visited Jerusalem, had great effect on their kindred

;

idolatry was put down by force, the temples and
altars destroyed. How far, if the Jewish constitu

tion had existed in its original vigour, and the whole
of Palestine remained one great consolidated king-
dom, it coidd have offered an effectual resistance to

the vast monarchies which now began to spread the

shadow of their despotism over the East—how far

the kingdoms of David and Solomon misrht have held

the balance between the rival empires of Egy^Dt and
Assyria, in whose collision it was finally crushed

—

must be matter of spe<Mdation. But from this fatal

period, Palestine was too often the debateable
grounil, on which rival kinirdoms or empires fought

out their quarrels. On this arena, not only the

monarchs of Nineveh and Babylon, and the ancient

Egyptian sovereigns, but subsequently also the

Ptolemaic and Syro-(Jrecian d\niasties, the Romans
and Parttiians—we mav arid the Christian and
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Mahometan powers during the crusades—strove
either for ascendency over the eastern world or foi

universal dominion. The wise policy of Iltzckiali

if his views led to the union of the kingdoms, came
too late. He himself threw off the yoke of Assyria,
and gained important ail vantaLfcs over the Philistines.

But divine Providence had ordained the fall of Israel,

and after the cajHure of Samaria, Jerusalem mijrlil

tremble at the approach <jf the victor. Shahnaneser.
however, was allured by the more tempiintr con-
quest of ojiulent Tyre. The princely merchants
of that city resisted vigorously a siege of five

years ; though their aqueducts were broken, and the

population reduced to great distress. The besieged
were at length relieved by the death f»f the invader.

The hereditary power and ambition of his conquer-
ing ancestors descended into the vigorous hand of

Sennacherib. An immense army made its appear-
ance in Judaea, and sat down before Lachish. The
dismay can scarcely be conceived with which, after

the total destruction of the sister kingdom by these

irresistible invaders, and the transplantation of the

people to distant regions, the inhabitants of Jeru-

salem expected the appr'^ach of the hostile forces

to the walls. There is a passage in the book of

Isaiah descriptive of their terrors, most probably,

on this occasion :
" What aileth thee now that thou

art wholly gone up to the house-tops ; thou that art

full of stirs, a tumidtuous city, a joyous city :

for it is a day of trouble and of treading down, and
of perplexity by the Lord God of hosts in the valley

of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying
to tlu! mountains. And Klam bare the quiver, and
Kir uncovered the shield. And it shall come to

pass that thy choicest valleys shall be full of

chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in

array in the gales."* 'I'lie j)rophpt goes on to de-

scribe the preparations for defence made by Heze-
* Isninh, xxili. 1.
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kiah, who strrnjrthened the walls, added to the
fortifinations, laid in great store of arrows and other

ammunition, dropfned the trenches, and cut off all

the waters which might have supplied the besieging

army. The wihler and voluptuous desperation of

others is, if jjossihle, more striking. It reminds us
of the frantic revelry among the Athenians, during
the time of the plague, described by Thucydides.
"And in that day did the Lord God of hosts call to

weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to

girding with sackcloth : but behold joy and giadmjss,

slaying oxen and killing sheep, eating flesh and
drinking wine : let us eat and drink, for to-morrow
we die." The submission of Hezekiah, and the pay-
ment of an enormous tribute, for which he was
obliged to strip the gold from the walls and pillars

of the temple, for the present averted the storm;
and Sennacherib in person marched onward to a much
more important conquest, that of the great and flou-

rishing kingdom of Egypt. His general, Tartan, had
already taken Azotus, and Sennacherib in person
formed the siege of Libnah or Pelusium, the key of

that country. But he left behind him a considera-

ble force under Tartan, Rai)saris, and Ridishakeh
who advanced to the walls of Jerusalem, and made
a demand of unconditional surrender. Hezekiah
sent three of the chief othcers of his palace to

negotiate. Rabshakeh,as Prideaux conjectures, an
apostate Jew or one of the captivity, delivered his

insulting summons in the Hebrew language, with
the view of terrifying the people with the menace
of total destruction. He contemptuously taunted

them with their confidence in their God. " Hath
any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his

land out of the hand of the king of Assyria.

Where are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad ^

where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah 1

have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand ?"

The people listened in silence. The king clothed
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himself in sackcloth, and with his whole court anJ
the priesthood, marie a procession to the temple, in

that sad and humiliatiiifr attire. But Isaiah en-
couraged them in tiieir defiance of the enemy, and
Rabshakeh marched away to the army before

Pelusium. This city made a most vigorous resist-

ance; and Sennacherib received intelligence of the

march of Tirhakah, king of Kthiopia, (no doubt
'I'araco, a king of Egypt, who appears in tlie F]lbio-

pian dynasty of IVIanctho,) to relieve tliis iinpoilanl

post. The conquest of Judcca, and the surrender of

Jerusalem, became almost necessary to his success.

He sent a second summons by letter, more threaten-

ing and peremptory than the former, ch'scribing the

nations who, notwithstanding the vaunted assistance

of their gods, had fallen before the power of Assyria.

Hezekiah again had recourse to the temple, and in

a prayer, unequalU^d for simple sublimity, cast him-
self on the protection of the God of his fathers.

Isaiah at the same time proclaimed, that the Virgin

of Sion might laugh to si-orn the menaces of the

Mivader. The agony of suspense and terror, which
prevailed in .Terusalem, was speedily relieved by the

surprising intelligence that the army of Sennacherib
had experienced a fatal reverse, that all whicli sur-

vived had dispersed, and that the monarch himself

had fled to his capital, wliere he was slain by his

own sons, while offering public aacrifice. The
destruction of Sennacheril)'s army is generally sup-

posed to have been caused by the Simoom, or hot

and pestilential wind of the desert, which is saia

not unfrequently to have lieen fatal to whole cara-

vans. The Arabs, who are well experienced in the

signs which portend its approach, fall on their faces,

and escape its mortal inHuence. But the foreign

forces of Seiinacheril) were little acquainted with

the means of avoiding ilus unusual enemy, and the

catasti-ophe taking place liy iiigiit, (the miraculous

part of the transaction, as tiie hoi wind is in general
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tttnbuled to the heat of the merid'nn sun,) suffered

immense loss. Ilorodotus rela-c? a stranije story
of this ruin of Sennacherib's ^rniy : A number of

field mice gnawed asunder ilieii quivers, their bow-
strings, and shield-straps: upi<n which the army
took to flight. Has Herodotus derived this from the

misinterpretation of a hieroglyphic, in which the

shield, the quiver, and the bow, the usual syinl)ols

by which, as in Hebrew poetry, the might of a great

army is represented, were destroyed by some secret

and unseen or insignificant instrumt-nt of the divine

power typified by the field mouse ?*

At the latter end of the same yea\, the fourteenth

of his reign, Hezekiah fell dangeiously ill. His
earnest prayer for the prolongation of his life was
accepted at the throne of mercy. Isaiah foretold his

recovery, and the grant of fil'teen years of life, and
likewise of children ; for the good king was leaving

the kingdom without a legitimate heir. The prophet
directed the means of his cure, by laying a plaster

of figs on the boil from which he suffered; and
proved his divine mission by the sign of the shadow
retrograding ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz. On
this sign, and on the dial, volumes have been written.

It is not necessary to suppose that the sun actually

receded, but that the shadow on the dial did; a phe-

nomenon which might be caused by a cloud refract-

ing the light. Whether the Jews possessed suffi-

cient astronomical science to franie an accurate dial

can neither be proved nor disproved; still less the

more rude or artificial construction of the instrument

Itself; for as the dial was probably set up by Ahaz,
who was tributary to the Assyrians, it might have
come originally from Chaldea. Immediately indeed
after this event, Hezekiah received an embassy from
Merodach Baladanthe independent king of Babylon,
for the ostensible purpose of congratulating him on

• According to Horapolli., total destruction was represented, In Eeyp
linn hieroglyphics, hy the symbol ol' ^ mouse.
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his recovery; some suppose for that of inquiring intc

the extraordinary astronomical phenomrnoii, the

intelligence of which had reached that seat of

Oriental science ; hut more prohahly with the view of

concerthig measures for an extensive revolt from the

Assyrian yoke. Hezekiah made a pompons display

of his treasures, very likely much enriched hy the

plunder of Sennacherib's broken army. For this

indiscreet ostentation, so calculated to excite the

cupidity of a foreijjn invader, the kin<r was reproved
by the more prudent Isaiah. Internal convulsions in

the kingdom of AssjTia permitted Hezekiah to pass
the rest of his reign in peace and opulence. His
public treasury was full; tiie husbandry and pastu-

rage of the country returned to their former produc-
tiveness. He strengthened the cities, ornamented
Jerusalem with a new aqueduct, and at length went
down to the grave, honoured and regretted by the

whole people. He was succeeded by Manasseh, a

king to whose crimes and irreligion the .lews mainly
attribute the dreadful evils whicli shortly after con-
signed them to ruin and slavery.

Manasseh ascended the throne at the age of

twelve: the administration fell into the hands of

unworthy ministers, of whom Shebna is represented,
by Isaiah, as the most haughty and violent. But
with his years the evil dispositions of the king came
to maturity. Idolatry was restored; every kind of

superstition, witchcraft, and liivination practised;

altars to idols were raised even within the sacred
precincts; the temple itself was defiled by a graven
image. The irreligion of Manasseh was only
equalled by his tyranny. The city ran with innocent
blood; the sacred persons of the prophets were vio-

lated. Tradition ascribes the horricl martyrdom of

Isaiah, who was sawn asunder, to this relentless

tyrant. His vices bronglit their own punishment in

the contemptible weakness to wiiiili the state was
reduced. When the army of Ksarhaddon, the new
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•overeigfn of Assyria, niarle its appearance under the
walls, Jenisalfm offered no resistance, and the
unworthy heir of David and Solomon was led away
to learn wisdom and piety in the dung'eons o(

Babylon. Ksarhad(ion completed the plan of colo-

nization conjuiciiced by his predecessors, and eslab-

lished bodies of his own subjects in the desolated
provinces of Israel. So friirhtful had been the
ravapfes inflicted on these beautiful and luxuriant
plams, that tlie new colonists found themselves in

dangler from beasts of prey. The strangers had
brought their own reliij-ious rites with them. The
Babylonians had sei up the pavilions of Benoth trie

Cuthites, the settlers from Ilamath the Aviles. and
the Sepharvites, had each their separate divinity

They trembled before the lions, which infested their

territory; and looked on them not only with terror,

but with religious awe, as manifest instruments ol

divine wrath. The remaining Israelites, no doubt
proclaimed that they were sent by their God; and
tlie strangers, in the true spirit of polytheism, recog
nised the anger of the local deity, wlioni they sup)-

posed offended by the intrusion of their national gods
into his territory. They appealed in haste to Ksar-
haddon, by whose command an Israelifish priest was
sent to propitiate the God of the land, whom they
readily admitted to a participation in divine honours
with their native deities; and thus a mingled wor-
ship of idolatry and true religion grew up in these
provinces.

The lessons of adversity were not lost on Ma-
nasseh: he was restored to his throne, and the end
of his long reign of fifty-five years, past in the

observance of law and religion, in some degree com-
pensated for the vices of his youth. His son Amon,
who succeeded, following the early career of his

father, fell a victim to a conspiracy among his own
officers.

At the age of eight yenrs (B. C. 610) Josiah came
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to the throne. The memory of this prince is as

deservedly dear to the Jews, as that of Manasseh is

hateful. Josiah surpassed even his mosl reiig-ious

predecessors, Asa, Jchoshaphat, Azariah, or Heze-

kiah, in zeal for the reformation of the naiional reli-

gion. His first care was to repair the temple.

While the work was proceedinof, the kin": and tlie

whole naticjn heard, with the hi<!hest exultation, that

Hilkiah, the hi^^h priest, had discovered the orijfinal

copy of the law. J3ut so little were its real conlcnis

known, that, on its first reading-, the kin^ was struck

with terror at its awful denunciations. The book

was read in public ; .losiah and all the nation renewed

the solemn covenaMl with their (Jod. The kins,'' pro-

ceeded to carry into execution the divine precepts of

the Law. He be^an l)y the total extirpation of ido

latry, not merely in .ludea, but throughout all the

holy land. The vessels of the temple, which had

been abused to unhallowed uses, were burned to

ashes; all the hiijh places levelled— the worship of

the host of heaven suppressed—the filthy and san-

guinary rites of the Sodomites and worshippers of

Moloch forltidden—the sacred places defiled. The
horses dedicated to the sun—the altars which Ahaz
had built on tlie top of tlie royal palace—the high

places which Solomon had consecrated to the deities

of his foreign wives—the altar raised by .leroboam

at Hethel—were not merely destroyed, but defiled

with tlial from which .lewish feelings revolted with

horror, as the foulest contamination, the ashes and

the bones of dead men. The autlicjrity of .losiah

was acknowledged, and his orders fulfilled to the

most remote part of Palestine; an apparent proof

that, notwithstanding the mnni)ers that had been

carried away into the foreign colonies, the ten tribes

were not so entirely exterminated, but that theii

descendants, at least o*" the lower orders, were still

the predominant jiopulation of the country. Josiah

completed his reform bv the celebration of the great
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national festival, tlin passovei, on a scale of gran-
rlfuir and mafjiiifK'fncc unknown to the later ages of

the Jewish kinirdom. Yet tlie virtues of Josiah

delayed ordy for a time the fate of Jerusalem. The
hopes of reunitino^ tlie dominions of David and Solo-

mon inioone powerful kinirdom, animated witli lofty

relig'ious zeal, and flourishing under the wise and
henefieent constitution of Moses, were cut short, su
Divine Providence ordained, by the unfavourable cir-

cumstances of th(! times, and the death of the wise
and virtuous king. A monarch of great power and
abilities, Necho, was now the Pharaoh of I'gypt.

He determined to act on the offensive against tiie

rival empire of Assyria, at this time, probably, weak-
ened by internal dissensions among the different

kingdoms of which it was composed. His tlesigii

was to gain possession of Carchemish, a city which
commanded the passage of the Kuphrates, and make
that river his frontier. Josiah was bound to the Assy-
rian interest by the terms of his vassalage, by treaty,

by gratitude for the permission to extend his sove-

reignty over Samaria. From one, or all of these

motives, or fron\ a desire of maintaining his own
independence, instead of allowing free passage to

the army of Necho, he determined on resistance. A
battle took place, in which Josiah was unfortunately

shot by an arrow. On tlie scene of the battle it is

difficult to decide. The sacred writers place it at

Megiddo, in the district of Maaasseh, to reach which
the Egyptian army must have passed through the

whole of Judrea, and almost under the walls of Jeru-

salem. Herodotus, with greater local probability,

fixes the scene of action at Magdolum, on the fron-

tier of Egypt—Josephus at .Mendes. T!ie Jewish
copyists may have substituted the more familiar

name, Megiddo, for the more remote !\lagdolum.

At this period of the approaching dissolution of the

Jewish state, appeared the prophet Jeremiah, a poet,

from his exquisitely pathetic powers, admirably cal
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culated to perform the funeral obsequies, over the lasl

of her kinjjs, over the captive people, the desolate

city, tlie ruined lemjile. The prophet himself, in the

eventful course of his melancholy and persecuted life,

learned tliat personal familiarity with aflliction which
added new energy to his lamentations over his coun-
try and Ins religion. To our great loss his elegj' on
die death of Josiah, in which the nation joined with

heartfelt anguish, is not now extant among his pro-

phecies. Necho, after his victory over the Assyrians

and the capture of Carchemish, took possession of

Jerusalem, where, by a hasty choice, Jehoahaz, a

younger son of Josiah, had been raised to the throne.

The capture of the city under the name of Kadutis

(the holy city) is related by Herodotus. In the cele-

brated royal tomb, discovered by Belzoni, in the valley

of Beban el Malook, near Thebes, the name of Necho
was thought to be distinctly deciphered.* A paint-

ing, on the same walls, exhibited a procession of

captives, some of whom, from their physiognomy
and complexion, were clearly dii^tinguished as Jews.
The conqueror deposed and imprisoned Jehoahaz,

after a reign of three months ; exacted a heavy fine

from the kingdom, and placed Eliakim (Jehoiakim) on
the throne. From this period the kingdom of Judaea

fell into a state of alternate vassalage to the two con-

flicting powers of Kgypt and Assyria. The shadows
of kings, who were raised to the throne, were dis-

missed at the breath of their liege lord. It is a de-

plorable period of misrule and nnbecility. Without
ability to defend them, these unhappy kings hatl only
the power of entailing all the miseries of siege and
lonqueston their people,by rebellions which had none
of the dignity, while they had all the melancholy con-

sequences of a desperate slrusrirle for indejiendence.

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim (B. C. C04), the

mightiest monarch who had wielded the Assyrian

A strong objeriinii Iihn Iimmi raiHcri to this supposition; Necho wm
jf the Saitic dyinisty of kincs ; anil IIproilotUM clearly aHnortH that Ih*

Ininal-place ol' itiat whole race was m Lower Egypt Tli« tomb waa
MCtalnly not thai of Necho.
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power, Nebuchaflnczzar, was associated in the

empire with his fatlicr, and assumed the command
of the armies of Nineveh. The prophetic eye of

.leremiah foresavv the approaching tempest, and
endeavoured to avert it by the only means which
remained in the ( mpnverished and enfeeWed state of

the kingdom, timely submission. Long had he
struggled, but in vain, to restore the strength of the

state by the reformation and religious union of the

king and the people. In the royal palace and in the

temple, he had uttered his solemn warnings. His
honest zeal had offended the priesthood. He had
been arraigned as a false prophet before the royal

council, where, by the intervention of powerful
friends, he had been acquitted. Uriah, another pro-

phet, who had boldly exercised that unwelcome
office, after having fled in vain to Egypt, had been
seized and put to death. At this juncture, Jeremiah
again came forward. In opposition to a strong

Egyptian faction, he urged the impracticability of

resistance to the Assyrian forc^es, already on their

march. But he spoke to deaf and heedless ears.

He then denounced an impending servitude of the

whole people, which was to last for seventy years,

and to give farther publicity to his awful remon-
strances, he commanded Baruch, a scribe, to write

on a roll the whole of his predictions. The roll was
read, during a general fast, in the most public place,

before the gate of the temple. The chief nobility of

the city were strongly affected, but the headstrong
king cut the roll to pieces, cast it into the fire, and
Jeremiah and Baruch were obliged to conceal them-
selves from his vengeance. The event soon justi-

fied the wisdom of the prophet. Nebuchadnezzar,
having retaken Carchemish, (B. C. 601,) passed the

Euphrates, and rapidly overran the whole of Syria

and Palestine. Jerusalem made little resistance.

The king was put in chains to be carried as a pri-

soner to Babylon. On his submission, he was rein-
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staled on tht throne, but the temple was plundered
of many of its treasures, and a number of well born
\ ouths, amono^ whom were Daniel, and ihrre others,

host known by their Persian names, Shadrach,

Mcshech, and Abedne<ro. From this date fommence
the seventy years of the captivity. Jehoi;ikim had
learned neither wisdom nor moderation from big

misfortunes. Three years after, he attempted to

throw off the yoke of Assyria. Nebuchadnezzar,
occupied with more imptirtant affairs, left the suhju-

Sfation of Palestine to the neig-hbouringr tribes, who
for three years Ioniser ravag-ed the whole coi ntry,

shut up Jehoiakim in Jerusalem ; and at leufrt. this

weak and cruel kinir was slain, (B. C. 508,) perhaps

in some sally. His iiuhonoured remains were
buried, " with the burial of an ass."

Jehoiachin (Jeconias or Coniah), his son, had
scarcely mounted the throne, when Nebuchadnezzar
himself appeared at the irafes of .lenisalem. The
city surrendered at discretion. The king and all

the royal family, the remainiu? treasures of the

temple, the strength of the army and the nol)i]ity,

and all the more useful artisans, were carried away
to Babylon. Over this wreck of a kintjdom, Zede-

kiah (Mattaniah), the younger son of Josiah, was
permitted to enjoy an inglorious and precarious

sovereignty of eleven years, iluring which he abused

his powers, even worse than his imbecile predeces-

sors. In his ninth vear, notwithstanding the remon-
strances of the wise .leremiah, he endeavoured to

assert his independence; and Jerusalem, though
besieged by Nebuchadnezzar in person, now made
some resistance. The Kgyplian faction in the city

were encouraged by the advance of Hophra ( Apries),

the reigning Pharaoh, into Palestine. This march
suspended for a time the operations of the Assyrians.

The Jews, released from the pressing danger, re-

canted all the vows of reformation, which they had

oegun to make. Bat H(*phra ami Uv; Kgyptian
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army wore, defeated ; and the toils elosed again
anniiid tlie devoted <'ity. Jeremiah, undaunted by
his ill-success, still boldly remonstrated apainst the
madness of resistance. He was thrown into a foul

and noisome dnn<reon, on an accusation of treason-

aide correspondence wiih the enemy. At length

famine reduced the fatal obstinacy of despair. Jeru-

salem opened its gates to the irresistible conqueror.
The king-, in an attempt to break through the

besieging forces, was seized, his children slain

before his face, his eyes put out, and thus the last

kinp if the royal house of David, blind and childjess,

was ed away into a foreign prison. The capture of

Jerusalem took place on the ninth day of the fourth

month : on the seventh day of the fifth month, (two
days on which Hebrew devotion still commemorates
the desolation of the city by solemn fast and humi
liation,) the relentless Nabuzaradan executed the

orders of his master, by levelling the city, the palaces

and the temple, in one common ruin. The few
remaining treasures, particularly the two brazen
pillars which stood before the temple, were sent to

Babylon ; the chief priests were put to death, the

rest carried mto captivity.

Jeremiah survived to behold the sad accomplish-
ment of all his darkest predictions. He witnessed all

the horrors of the famine, and, when that had done
its work, the triumph of the enemy. He saw the

strong holds of the city cast down, the palace of

Solomon, the temple of God, with all its courts, its

roofs of cedar and of gold, levelled to the earth, or
connnitted tO the flames ; the sacred vessels, the ark
of the covenant itself, with the cherubim, pillaged

by profane hands. What were the feelings of a

patriotic and religious Jew at this tremendous crisis

he has left on record in his unrivalled elegies.

Never did city suffer a more miserable fate, never
was ruined city lamented in language so exquisitely

Dathetic. Jerusalem is. as it were, personified, and
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bewailed with the passionate sorrow of private and
domestic attachment : while the more general pic-

tures of the famine, the common misery of every
rank, and age and sex, all the desolation, the car-

nage, the violation, the dragging away into cap-
tivity, the remembrance of former glories, of the

gorgeous ceremonies, and the glad festivals, the

awful sense of the Divine wrath heightening the

present calamities, are successively drawn with all

the life and reality of an eyewitness. They com-
bine the truth of history with the deepest pathos
of poetry.

How solitary doth she sit, the many-peopled city!

She is become a widow, the great among the Nations;
The Queen among tlie provinces, how is she tributary!

Weeping—weeps she all the nicht ; the tears are on her ctaeelOi
From among all her lovers, she halh no comforter;
Her frieiida have all dealt treacherously ; liiey are become her (boii

The ways of Sion mourn: none come up to her feasu.
All her gales are desolate ; and her Priests do sigh

;

Her virgins wail! herself, she is in bitterness.—i.4.

He hath plucked up his garden-hedge, He hath destroyed Fits Templat
Jehovah hath forgotten made Ihesnlemii feast and t^abbath;

And in llie heal of ire He hath rejected King and Priesu

The Lord his altar hath disdained, abhorred his Holy place,

And to the adversary's haii<l iriveii up his palace walls
;

Our foes shout in Jehovah's house, as on a festal day.—ii. 7, 8.

Her gates are sunk into the earth, he hath broke through her ban;
Her Monarch and her Princes are now aiiiotig the Heathen;
The Law hath ceased ; the Prophets And no vision from Jehovmh.

U.10

My eyes do fiiil with tears ; and iroiibli-d are my bowels

;

My heart's bloo<l gushes on the earth, for Ihe daughter of my people

;

Children and suckling babes lie swooning In the s<|uares—

ruey say unto their Mother^ where Is corn and wine t

They swoon ns they were woiind'-d, in the city square!
;

While glides the soul away Into their Mmher's bosom.—ii. 11, IS.

Even dragons, with their breasts drawn out, give suck unto their yooii^i
But cruel Is my people's daughter, ai the Osirich in the desert

;

The tongues of lucking iivfants to their palate* cleave with Uilral
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YoiiMf; children nsk for hrrad, and nn man breaks it for tbeai:
Tlinsf lliat fed on dninlifs are di'siilalc in the iHreetn,

Tliow brought up in scarlet, even tlioHeeniliraceihedunfrhill— iv, 3, I, 5

Behold, Jehovah, think to whom thon e'er hast dealeO Ihtie'

Have women ever ••at their yonnc, hahi'.s fondled in their handit
Have Priest and Prophel e'er been slain in tlie Lord's Holy pidCe t

In the streets, upon the cronnd, lie slain the yonnc and old
;

My virgins and my youth have fallen hj the sword
;

In thy wrath tliou 'si slain them, thou hast had no mercy.

Thou hast summoned all my terrors, as to a solemn feast

;

None 'srapt'd, and none were leltin Jehovah's day of wrath
;

All that mine arms have bortie and nursed, the enemy hnth slair

ii. 30. 1,3.

Remember, Lord, what hath befallen.

Look down on our reproach.

Onr heritage is given to strangers,

Our home to foreigners

Our water have we drunk for money
Our fuel hath its price.—v. 1, 2, 3

We stretch our hands to Egypt,
To Assyria for our bread.

At our life's risk we gain our food,

From the sword of desert robbers
Our skins are like an oven, parched,
By the fierce heat of famine.

Matrons in Sion have they ravished,

Virgins in Judah's cities.

Princes were hung up by the hand.
And ace had no respect.

Young men are grinding at the mill,

Boys faint "neaih loads of wood.
The elders from the gate have ceased.

The young men from their music
The crown is fallen from our head.

Wo ! wo ! that we have sinned.

*T is therefore that our hearts are faint.

Therefore our eyes are dim.
For Sion's mountain desolate,

The foxes walk on it.

The miserable remnant of the people were placed

onder the command of Gedaliah, as a pasha of the

^eat Assyrian monarch: the seat of government
was fixed at Mlzpeh. Yet ambition could look with

envy even on this eminence. Gedaliah was assas-

sinated by Ishmael, a man of royal blood. Johanan
attempted to revenge his death. Ishmael, discom-
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fited, took refuge with the Ammonites, but Johanan
and the rest of the .lews, apprehensive lest they

should be called in question for the murder of Ge-
daliah, fled to Kgypt, and carried Jeremiah with

them. There the prophet died ; either, according to

confli(!ting traditions, put to death by the .lews, or

by King Hophra.
Thus doses the first period of the Jewish History

;

and, in the ordinary course of human events, we
might expect, the national existence of the Israel-

itish race. The common occupancy of their native

8oil seems, in general, the only tie that permanently
unites the various families and tribes, which con-
stitute a nation. As long as that bond endures, a

people may be sunk to the lowest state of degrada-

tion; they may be reduced to a slave-caste under
the oppression of foreign invaders ; yet favourable

circumstances may again develop the latent gernie

of a free and united nation: they may rise again to

power and greatness, as well as to independence.

But, when that bond is severed, nationality usually

becomes extinct. A people, transported from their

native country, if scattered in small numbers, gra-

dually melt away, and are absorbed in the surround-

ing tribes : if settled in larger masses, remote from
each other, they grow up into distinct common-
wealths ; but in a generation or two the principle of

separation, which is perpetually at work, efiectually

obliterates all community of interest or feeling. If

a traditionary remembrance of their common origin

survives, it is accompanied by none of the attach-

ment of kindred ; there is no family pride or aflfec-

tion; there is no blood between the scattered de-

scendants of common ancestors. For time gradually

loosens all other ties: habits of life change; laws

are modified by the circumstances of the state and
people; religion, at least in all polytheistic nations,

18 not exempt from the influence of the great inno-

vator. The separate communities have outg-rown
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the common objects of national pride ; the memora-
ble events of their history during the time that they
dwelt together; their common traditions, the fame
of their heroes, the songs of their poets, are super-
seded by more recent names and occurrences ; each
has his new stock of reminiscences, m which their

fonner kindred cannot participate. Even their lan-

guages have diverged from each other. They are
not of one speech, they have either entirely or par-

tially ceased to be mutually intelligible. If, in short,

they meet again, there is a remote family likeness,

but they are strangers in all that coiniects man
with man, or tribe with tribe.

One nation alone seems entirely exempt from this

universal law. During the Babylonian captivity, as

m the longer dispersion under which they have been
for ages afflicted, the Jews still remained a separate
people. However widely divided from their native

countr}% they were still Jews ; however remote from
each other, they were still brethren. What then
were the bonds by which Divine Providence held
together this single people 1 What were the prin-

ciples of their inextinguishable nationality ? Their
law and their religion. Their law, of the irreversible

perpetuity of which, they were steadfastly convinced,
and to which at length they adhered too long and
too pertinaciously. Their religion, which, however
it might admit of modifications, in its main princi-

ples remained unalterable.

Under the influence of these principles, we shalj

hereafter see the Jewish people resuming their place

among the nations of the earth, and opening a new
and extraordinary career, to end even in a moi<
awful dissolution.

END OF VOL. L
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