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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Editor begs leave to inform his readers of the

fources from which he means to draw the materials of

the prefent Work,

Some rare and valuable manufcripts with which he

has been favoured^ willfurnifh him with a copiousfup-

ply of original matter t

Extracts will be madefrom thehiftories of thefeve-

ral wars in Europe^ and particularly of the battles of

the late king ofFrujfia

:

Of the principal battles and anions fought during

the American revolution^ defcriptions will be given^

accompanied with engraved military plans ^ defigned by

officers that were prefent at thofe adions

:

Extracts will alfo be made from military Works of

merits in divers languages^ and of every thing inter-

ej^ing in thefeveral military periodical publications of
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Berlin^ Hanover and Paris, illujirated, when thefob'

jed: requires it, by plans, ^c» To which will be added,

occaftonally, the lives and heroic anions of thefeveral

brave commanders of the prefent age.

The Work will be enlivened with anecdotes, with

hifiory and hiftoric plates ; but nothing will be intro-

duced that is trifling or unimportant in itfelj.

The Editor will be thankfulfor any hints ofimprove-

ment, or valuable papers, that may be communicated

to him.
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MILITARY REPOSITORY,

ON THE ADVANTAGE OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE lO THE

M1LITAP.Y.

IT has been aflerted by feme writers, that, by a falfe application

of theory, a commanding officer may do more harrn than good,

and that he has little occafion for extenfive knowledge, provided

he has a good adjutant. A great extent of knowledge in a fub-

altern, they likewlfe fay, may create difcontent aiad envy, leading

him' to arraign the condu«5t of his commander, difpute his orders,

and thus deflroy fuboidination. An enlightened, well-informed

fubaltern, they continue, will thus become fenfible of the unim-

portance of his own inferior Nation, and be difcouraged at it; be-

Cdes, an acquaintance with the fxner arts, and a fcientilic knowledge,

•will fo far refine his ideas, as to enervate his mind, and render

him almoft unfit for the field; and the (landard-bearer's fenfe of his

own infignificance, will lower that military pride, in which he other-

wife would glory.

We will admit that the growing fire o£ the youthful warrior m.ay

have been thus, occafionaily, damped; but it is certain, the more

the foldiery are enlightened, the lefs frequently fiich confequences

will occur. Some are of opinion, that any other branch of lite-

rature but what tends to the utility of a military life, muft be fo

much lofs of time; but this is not univerfally the cafe. If we in-

ftru6l a foldier in moral duties, we teach him to be brave ; for no-

thing, furely, has a greater tendency to render him courageous than

to make hira a good chriftian, and of courfe not afraid to die. If

we teach him the duties of a citizen, he will naturally Hand up in

defence of his country and of liberty, and his bread: will glow with

patriotic v/armth. If in every garrifon there be a good military

police; if nothing be there allowed againft the rules of the fervice;

if the field officers be but affiible and condefcending to the fabalterns.
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receive them as friends, and join them in their diverfions and amufe-

ments, it will infpire them with mutual confidence, and induce

them to a6t as one confederate body. There are many little duties

connected with the military chara(51er, not fo unimportant as they

may feem to be. The better informed an officer is, the more he

will fee, that many things which the ignorant call trifling in his pro-

feffion, do not deferve that appellation. No one would extol

Newton or Locke for having been able to read; but would they

have been fuch limiinaries of the v/orld, had they not firft learnt

to read?

A foldier, we will allow, may be confidered as a piece of me-

dianifm ; fo is a clock ; but a clock will never go, unlefs wound up

?jid put in motion. The centinel, even in time of peace, fliould

be as dihgent as if the houfe befide him was an out poft of the ene-

my ; and in time of war, as quiet as if before the guard of his own

garrifon. Both thefe habits are acquired by pradice.

Though a foldier be a piece of mechanifm in fome refpe<51:s,

yet he is a man, a citizen, a hufband, a father, and a friend.

He becomes fometimes a commander, fometimesa military judge,

and is often em.ployed in civil life, in matters of importance;

furely, all this requires that an officer ffiould not only be taught the

duties of a military life, but thofe of humanity alio, and have a

general knowledge of men and things. According to military

law, every officer is judge of a foldier's crime or mifdemeanor ;

and, can he decide on this without a knowledge of natural rights,

and the morality of a<5lions ? It is neceffary, therefore, that,

whilfl he is made acquainted vvith the duties of a foldier, he fhould

be inflru61:ed in thofe of civil life ; they fhould go hand in hand.

The bufmefs of a commanding officer is of great extent ; his

duty requires him to correfpond with the firft men of the country ;

to take care of his men, quarter them properly; and, in order

to vi(5iual them well, he fhould be acquainted with the diftrid he

is in, and the productions, not only of the fi^ot where he is, but

of the places adjacent ; he fliould know well the laws of the

country, its national and natural fituation. He fliould, by his

own conduct, give fuch an example to the whole body of officers

under his command, as would make them ufeful to their country,

zealous in its fervice, efteemed by foreigners, and beloved by their

fellow citizens ; but, this can be done only by enlightening their

minds, extending their knowledge, by pradice, prudence, military

&:i<^lQefs, fatherly admonition and an unblemiffied charader.
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Subordination is the very foul of military life; but an olHcer

will, notwilhflanding, execute the orders of his gerteral vith

more alacrity, if he has reafon to look up to his perfonal merits,

»od admire his virtues ; not only the oScer, but the private, will

advance with greater intrepidity againil the enemy, when convinced

that his commander does not leave him to the chance of events,

but ventures an adion only with a moral certainty of fuccefs, or

where neceflity urges him to a defperate blow. The more en-

lightened an ofRcer is, the more military knowledge he has ac-

quired, the more contented will he remain in a lower flation, until

an opportunity of promotion offers. Knowledge of the v^^orld

will teach him, that in the arrangement of things he miifl ever

liipport a certain chain of connecllon, and cannot always fill the

polls he would afpire to ; for a great and noble mind, which every

officer Ihould poifefs, will pride itfelf more in having the know-

ledge of a general with the rank of a coronet, than to carry a

marlhall's ftaffwith the abilities of a corporal.

The more a young officer lludies, the more he will feel th*;

want of that knowledge, necefTary to make him an able general.

Even among the privates, it is not what a foldier learns from the

articles of war that can infplre him with a fenfe of duty ; It is

a due and impartial correftlon, an indefatigable attention in the

commanding officer to the comfort and protection of his men,

and a regular and unfaiHng fupply for their daily wants. In faort,

where is the man without principle, v/ithout knowledge of his

profeffion, that can difcharge his duty as he ought?

There is no fubalternbut looks forward to a command at fome

future time. Even the ferjeant, as the chief of his guard, has many

duties of a commander to perform. It muft, therefore, be allowed,

that an officer fhould be acquainted with the laws of war, and the

knowledge of that profeffion he has taken up; nay. the honor of

arms requires this of him, and when peace allows him to ffieathc

the fword, it mud be a fource of fatisfaiflion to him to feel, that

he has acquitted himfelf well in the fervice of his country, and

can return with well-earne(f|laurels, amidd the acclamations of his

fellow citizens.
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THE AMERICAN WAR, FROM I775 TO I783.

X HE end I defign in a part of this work, is to lay before my
readers, with exactnefs, plans of the principal battles fought during

the late American war. The reader is not to expedl: long hiflorical

details. I fliall confine myfelf in the narrative to thofe explana-

tions only, v/hich are neceffary to combine the great events. In

voluminous works, in vain we feek defcriptions that give clear,

{atisfa6lory ideas of battles; the chief part of thofe works are little

elfe than compilations from public papers, and breathe, like them,

a party fpirit.

It is from fa(51:s and from events only, that we fhould decide on

the merit or demerit of the a6lors. Of fuch fafts and events I fhall

treat in the moft limple manner ; without remarks, without obfer-

vaticns, without reafoning, and confequently without partiality.

INTRODUCTION,

THE difcovery of America by Columbus, in 1492, hasjuftly

been ranked amona the crreateft and mod beneficial events in the

iiillory of nations.

The fubfequent fettlements under the influence and prote(5lion of

Great Britain increafed in number, wealth and refources, with an

aftonifhing rapidity. In the fliort fpace of 150 years, their num-

ber increafed to almofl: three millions, and their commerce to fuch

a decree as to be more than one third of that of Great Britain.

"^Iheyalfo extended their territories 1500 miles on the fea-coaft,

and 300 miles to the weftward. From their firfl: fettlement in

America, the colonies were devoted to liberty, enjoying a govern-

ment which was but little fhort of betng independent. The quef-

tion, where parliamentary fuprera^y ended, and at what point co-

lonial dependency began, had nft^^^|n agitated. Thefe colonies

united with Great Britain their arjps m war, their commerce and

councils in peace; and, under thefe favorable circum (lances, ad-

vanced to the'magnitude of a nation, v/hile the greatefl part of the

globe was ignorant of their progrefs. Till after the war, from i 755
ta 1763, in which |the colonies v/cre diftinguinied parties, thecO'

Icni^il regulations feerted to have no other objjfte.but conimerce;

but Great Britain now thought proper to change me ancient falutary
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B
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but Great Britain now thought proper to change me ancient falutary
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fyilem. New regulations were adopted, which confifled in re-

ftridling the former commerce of the colonies, and in fubjecling

them to the taxation of the Britifh Parliament.

Oppofition to the feveral afts of the Britifh Parliament foon

became general. Debates, controverfies and adts, one repealing

another, on the fide of the Britifh Parliament, and reafonings and

oppofition on that of the colonies, kept equal pace from 1764 to

1774. At this period every thing alTumed a bolder afpe<ft; a con-

tinental congrefs having been convened, they agreed upon a de-

claration of their rights. An addrefs to the king and to the people

of Great Britain, was alfo drawn up ; different plans for conciliation

were brought forward in the Houfe of Commons, but men, accuf-

tomed to uncontrouled fvvay, are not eafily brought to regulate their

condua: by the fimple rules of reafon and ofjultice. Solid revenue

and unlimited fupremacy were the objedts of Great Britain. To
accomplifh them, the immediate coercion of the colonies were re-

folvcdupon; Parliament agreed on an augmentation of their forces;

the mercenary circles of Germany were ranfacked to dragoon the
colonies irito unconditional fubmiflion ; doraeftic infurrections w^re
excited among flaves, whofe price of freedom was the murder of
their mafters, and even the relentiefs favages were brought down
upon their defencelefs frontiers. *•

Commencement of Hojlilities.

BATTLE OF BREED'S HILL.*
[with a plan.]

In the beginning of 1774, general O-.gz, the new governor, ar-

rived at Boflon from England, followed by two regiments of foot,

a detachment of artillery and fome cannon, v/hich afterwards were
reinforced by others from Ireland, New-York, Halifax and Que-
bec. The Boftonians, who were thought to be the firfl and mofl
confpicuous in the oppofition, were fingled out as the firfl: objects of
military operations. The new governor fortified the neck of
land that joins Boflon to the continent, and feized the provincial

powder and military ilores at C;imbridge and Charleflov/n. Nothing
of any confequcnce, however, happened till April 1775, ^^hen the

pieparations throughout the colonies, to oppofe by force the exe-

cution of the obnoxious adls of Parliament, determined general

B
* Errcntoufl; calhd Buukei 'j Ii;!!.
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B
* Errontcun^ taihd Bunksi 'j Hill.
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Gage to feize and deftroy every thing that was coJlecfted for the

fupport of a provinciril army. With this view he detached a party

to Concord, which was oppofed in their way by a party of AmC'
ricans near Lexington. A lidrmifh enfued, the refult of which

v/as, that of the Britifh troops 6^ were killed and 174 wounded,

ind 24 made prifoners ; and of the Americans 49 were killed, and

39 wounded and miffing. The Britifh troops, however, executed

their commiffion.

After this action, which roufcd all America, not only the arms^

ammunition and forts in the colonies were fscutcd for the ufe of

the provincials, but regular forces were raift;d. A confidcrable

army was affembled in MafTachufetts, which formed a line of en-

campment from Roxbury to Miflic River.

About the latter end of May a great part of the remfcrcements

ordered from Great Britain, arrived at Boftcn ; three Britifh

generals, Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, alfo arrived about the

fame time. General Gage, thus reinforced, prepared for adion,

but before he proceeded to extremities, he iffued a proclamation^

holding forth thfe alternative of peace, or war :—Menaces on the

one fide, and premifes on the other.

Confidence among men is of a nature fo delicate, that when

once it is violated, , it is feldom reilorcd. Britifh menaces and

promifes had by this time lofl all influence. The blood of thofc

who were killed at Lexington had proved the firm cement of an

extenfiye union. The Americans fuppofing this proclamation to

be % prelude to hofHlities, prepared accordingly.

Adjacent to the peninfula of Boflon, on the North, Is ano-

ther of fimilar form, called the peninfula of Charleflown : They

arc Separated from one another by Charles River. Over againft

Bofton on the north bank of this river, lies Charleftown. The

peninfula of Charkflown being bounded on the North by the

river Me'dford or Miflic, and on the eafl by Bofton harbour, is

entirely furroundcd by navigable water, except where it is joined

to the main land by an iflhmus ; in the centre of the peninfula

rifes an eminence, called Bunker's Hill, with an eafy afcent from

the ifthraus, but fleep on every other fide ; and at the bottom of

this hill towards Bodon flands Charlefl:own ; Bunker's-Hill was

fi/.fificicntlyhigh to overlook any part of Boflon, and near enough

to be within cannon fhot.

The pofTclTion of that eminence was a matter of ^reat confc-
'

quence to either of the contending parties. Orders were therefore
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iflued by the provinx;ial commanders that a detachment of t oco
men (hould intrench upon Bunker's-HilL .They moved from

Cambridge, pafTed by Charleftown neck, in filence, and reached

the hill imobferved; but, by feme miftqke, the eminence called

Brecd's-Hill, fituated on the furthefl part of the peninfula, v/as

marked out for the intrench ment inftead of Bunker 's-Hill. Here
the prorincials threw up a fmall redoubt about eight rods fquare,

and anintrenchm-ent, reaching to the bpttom of the hill towards

Miftic River, both of which they had nearly completed in the

night time of the i6th of June ; their works being in m.any places

cannon-proof. (Plan No. i. a.) Although the peninfula was

almoft farrounded with Britifli fiiips of war and tranfports, the

provincials carried on the work with fach profound filence that

they were not difcoverd till the morning ; when, at break of day,

the alarm was given at BoRon by a cannonade, begun upon the

American works from the Lively fuip of war. A battery of fix

guns was foon afterwards opened upon them from Copp^s-Hill, in

Bofton. The provincials bore this with great firmnefs, and con-

tinued at their works.

About noon, a detachment from the aimy was landed upon the

peninfula of Charledown, under the command of Ma'^or General

Howe, and Brigadier General Pigot, with orders to drive the

provincials from their works. The troops were formed without

oppofition as foon as they landed, (3) but the generals thoughti-t

neceflary to apply for a reinforcement. While the troops were

waiting for this reinforcem.ent, the provincials, who occupied the

left of the bread-work, and the open ground ftretching to the v^^a-

ter fide, pulled up fome adjoining pofts and rail-fences, and fet

them down in two parallel lines at a fmall diftance from each

other, and filled the fpace between with hay, which, having been

lately mowed, remained on the adjacent ground, (c)

When the reinforcement arrived, the whole detachm.ent, con-

fiding now of near 3000 men, the flower of the Britifh armj^, formed

in two lines, moved on towards the provincials, with the light in-

fantry on the right v/lng-fa') commanded by Major-General Kcv/e,

and the grenadiers on the left,(6') by Brigadier-General Pigot; the

former to attack the provincial lines, and the latter the redoubt.

—

The attack was begun by a {harp cannonade from fome field pieces

and howitzers, (/) the troops advancing llowly, and halting at in-

tervals to give time for the artillery to produce fome effeft. The
left wing in advancing, received orders to burn Charlefrcvvaijin order
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to deprive the Americans of a cover in their approaches, which, by

the affiflance of carcafes thrown from Copp's hill, in Boflon, was

foon effeded.

The Britifh moving on but flowly, gave the provincials upon the

hill behind their works abetter opportunity for taking aim. They
referved their fire till their adverfaries were within ten or twelve

rods, but then began a furious and unremitting dlfcharge of fraall

arms. So incelTant and fo deftru6live was this continued blaze of

mufquetry. that the Britifh line recoiled, and gave way in all

parts. Major-General Howe, it is faid, was for a few feconds left

nearly alone, moil: of the officers who were about him, being either

killed or wounded ; and it required the utmoft exertions in all the

officers, from the general down to the fabakerns, to repair the dif-

order which this hot and unexpelled fire had produced. The
Britifli returned to the attack, but the provincials referving them-

felves again, put their enemies a fecond time to flight. At this

jundure, General Clinton, v/ho had arrived from Bofion during

the engagement, was extremely ferviceable in rallying.the Britifh

troops. He brought them back to the charge. By this time, the

powder of the Americans began fo far to fail, that they were not

able to keep up the fame brifK fire as before. The infide of the

breafl:-work was by fome cannon balls raked from end to end, the

fire from the fliips, batteries and field artillery were redoubled, and

thf redoubt was attacked on three fides at once. Under thefe cir-

cumilances. a retreat from it was ordered.

While thefe operations were going on at the brcafl: v/ork and re-

doubt, the Britiffi light infantry -vcre attempting to force the left

point of the former. The provincials here, in like manner, re-

ferved their fire till their adverfaries were near, and then poured it

npon them with fuch an inceffant ftream and in fo true a direction,

as mowed down their ranks. The engagement was kept up on both

fides with great refolution. The king's troops could not compel

the Americans to retreat, till they obferved that their main body
had left the hill, when they gave way. This retreat was, with httlc

lofs, efFi6led over Charledown Neck,(^)though it was enfiladed by

the Glafgow floop of war and fome armed tranfpoits and floating

batteries.

The numbei of Americans adlually engaged amounted only to

1500. The Britifh did not pufh the advantages they had gained,

contenting themfelves with throwing up works on Bunker's Hill

for their own fafety. The provincials did the fiime on Profped
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Hill, in front of them ; both were guarding againft an attack, and

both were in a. bad condition to receive one.

The fecond continental congrefs met on the tenth of Ma}', 1775

and, two days before this action, appointed George Wafhington, a

native of Virginia, to the chief command of the American army.

This general foon after joined the army at Cambridge, and, at the

head of his troops, publiflied a declaration, previoufiy drawn up

by congrefs, in the natuie of a manifefio, fetting forth the reafons for

taking up arms. In this, after enum.erating various grievances, it

was added: *' In our ov/n native land, in defence of the freedom

*' which is our birth-right, and which wc ever enjoyed till the late

** violation of it, for the proteftion of our property acquired folely

** by the induftry of our forefathers and ourfelves, againft violence

" actually offered, we take up arms, we fliall lay them down when
** hoftilitics fhall ceafe on the part of the aggrefibrs, and all danger

** of their being renewed fhall be removed, and not before."

When General Wafhington joined the army, he found the

Britifh intrenched on Bunker's Hill ; they had three floating batteries

in Miftic River, a feventy gun fhip below the ferry, between Bof-

ton and Charleftown, and a battery on Copp's-Hill. They v/ere

alfo ilrongly fortified on the neck. The Americans were intrench,

ed at Winter-Hill, Profped:-Hill, and Roxbury, communicating

with one another by fmall pofb over a diftance of ten miles.

This army, about 14.500 men ftrong, v/as fo ftationed round Bof-

ton, as to confine the Britiftito the town, and to exclude them from

the forage and provifions, which the adjacent country afforded

General Ward commanded the right wing at Roxbury, General

Lee the left at Profpecl-Hill, and the centre was commanded

by General Wafhington

LOSS OF THE AMERICANS
453 killed and wounded and miffing.

5 pieces cf cannon.--- --

l^To be continued.~]

LOSS OF THE BRITISH.
1054 killed and wounded.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN FORMING CAMPS

OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY.

IF an army affembles with a certain intention, and continues in

any environs for fome time, wc call the pofition that army has taken,

a camp ; as we fay, the army is encan-.ped. Tliere are camps in
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peace, in which the troops of a ftate are aiTembled and inflrucled

in grand manoeuvres, and camps in war. Thofe are either march-

camps, or fiich in which v/e continue for fome time expedling the

enemy's attack, or by which we cover the fiege of a ftrong place.

If we have recourfe to the general principles of the art of fortifi-

cation, it is not difficult to determine whether the camp, which the

army has pitched, is fuch as the army encamped m it, may expei5t

an attack from the enemy. It reils chiefly on the following
'

points :

Is the camp commanded by hills at a fmall diRancc. for inftance,

3coo fteps ? Can the camp be approached without being difcovered ?

That is, are there in the front of it hollow ways, ravins, hedges,

bufhes and woods, in which the enemy may make its arrangements

unobferved ? Are the flanks of the camp well covered, or can We
get round them ? Is the front of the camp fo fituated that croffing

fires might beappliei? Is it in the enemy's choice to attack where

they find it the eafieft, or mull: they abfolutely attack on one certain

point ; and can we give to that point all pofTible llrength ? How
are the ways in the rear of the camp ; and in how many columns

may the army retreat, if it fhould be compelled to do it?

We fhould likewife be acquainted with all the ways before the

right and left flank, and front of thi^ army; that we may be able to

march oflT to the right or left, dr forwards, according to circumi

fiances. A nd laft of all we Aould be informed of the two following

circumflances: How long the army may remain in fuch a camp, with

refpedto forage and other provifions; and whether it is pofliblefor

the enemy to cut us off from our magazines, by any little motion it

may make.

In forming a camp we fhould take care to give every arm that

ground, on which it can ad. The infantry is therefore placed on

hills, in villages, ifthefe lay at a little diltance before the front, or on

the flanks of the camp, behind hedges, ditches, even in woods, if

they can only keep a free profpeft before them. If the camp is on

a hill, the firfl: line crowns the defcent of the hill fo, that it can

perfealy fee the foot of the hill. The fecond line is placed at a

proper diftance on the fummit; here it is fuppofed, that at a diflance

of 3000 paces there is no other hill, which commands that where

the camp is. But if the hills before the front of the camp are as

high as the hills on which the camp is ; then the firfl line places itfelf

on the fummit ; and the fecond behind it, at fuch a dillance, that it

can go direaly to the affiftance of the firfl, if that fliould be com-
pelled to give way.
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The ar tiller)^ advances at war before the infantry. The field-

pieces remain with the field-guard, which, as it is known, throws up

a Jleche 300 fteps before the front of every battalion. The bat-

teries muft be ereded on fuch places, fo as to fee the foot of the

hill, and fo as to reach the plain below.

It is certainly a great military prejudice, if we are accullomed to

carry the heaviefl: cannons on the higheft hills, within the circum-

ference of the camp, as fuch there, lealt annoy the enemy.

We mull point out for the cavalry in the camp that fituation

where they will be able to a6t beft. If the ground is level,

we may place the cavalry on both the wings of the army ; or on

one only, if the other is properly fecured. If both wings are de-

fended by a river, morafs, great lake, or open ground, then the ca-

valry may be placed in the fecond or third hne. If the center of

the army be {tx^ ground, we muil: place the cavalry there ; but, at

all events, behind the infantry. For v/e never fhould place cavalry

in the firft line. But, if the ground is intermixed, then we place

the cavalry in feveral parts, behind the infantry, in order to be every

where at hand, when the enemy attacks. In intrenched camps, it

is of courfe underllood, that the cavalry takes the fecond or third

line.

In a camp, the connedion of the feveral parts of which the army

confiPts, mufl: not be fabjedled to interruption. A camp, therefore,

muft never.be crofied or cut through by great rivers, or fuch as are

difficult to be pafled. Though the communication may be kept

open by bridges, yet, it is certain, that the march of the infantry,

artillery, and particularly the cavalry, over bridges is extremely flow

and is fabjeded to many difficulties. That part of the army which

is feparated from the other by a river. Is kept to itfelf, and muft be

looked upon as a corps by itfelf. If the enemy finds that out, and

does not fall with all his forces upon that feparate corps, it fliews

want of capacity and refolution. In camp, there fiiould likewife

be no great defile, particularly fuch as arc inclofed by deep rocks.

We mud fay the fame of meadows, morafies and forefts. If the

army Is feparated by the latter, we have a double difadvantage; wc
cannot alTifl; the part attacked foon enough, and do not fee what

happens on the other fide of the road. The camp of an army,

alfo, fnould not be crofiied by villages, particularly when they arc

very long, as, fliould the enemy fet them on fire, by howitzer-gre-

nades, the communication In the camp would be for fometirae Inter-

rupted, and would be alfo difficult in future.
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But if a general is forced, by the fituation of the war, to pitch

his camp where the commiinlcation of the troops is interrupted by

rivers defiles, Sec. he fhould be particularly careful to fupply the

communication by bridges. If he has not a fufficicnt quantity of

pontons, he niuft make uf« of refTels, boats, or rafts. That part of

the army v.hich is feparated by a river or defile, muft be fo ftrongly

intrenched, that the enemy cannot attack it, without fuffering great

lofs.

Each camp muft be fpacious. The troops mull not only be

able to ftand with eafc in the camp, but they mud alfo be able to

make thofe motions within it, which are requifite to an attack,

without caufing confulion. However, it may happen, that infan-

try are obliged to take poll: in hilly environs, where there is but

little fpace. Sometimes they are ported as to be far extended,

where the ports are of that nature, fo that a fmall number can de-

fend themfelves, with advantage, againrt a fuperior force.

If an army is in camp, there fhould be no want of ftraw,

wood, or water, particularly if it be necelTary to rtay a confider-

able time in that camp. The wells, in the neighbouring villages,

may be fufficient for the infantry, but, for the cavalry, they arc

feldom fufficient. The place where they are to ride to watering

fhould not be too far from camp ; it is a good thing if there arc

watery ditches, rivulets, and rivers in the neighbourhood. But

thofe places fhould be fo fituated as not to be liable to raoleftation

from the enemy
;

particularly if we are at np great dirtance from

it, and if it can at every hour in the day attack us; for, if the ca-

valry, and other horfes in the camp, are obliged to go three or

foar miles or farther for water, the enemy may feize that oppor-

tunity to attack the army in reahty, or at leart trouble it very

much, by feint attacks. In fuch a cafe we fhould be obliged to

recal the cavalry fuddenly, that were fent to watering, which

would be injurious to the horfes, and perhaps occafion diforder

and confufion.

We muft remark here, that the rtaff ofBcers who choofe the

camp, and diret^ it for the army, murt likewife point out to

every brigade, as well cavalry, as infantry, where they are to ride

to watering, and where to fetch it.

Let circumrtances and fltu.uionsbe as they may, a camp can only

hz eligible, where we find forage for ilie army, and are not forced

to quit the ground for want of it. If it is determined, there-

fox-c, in the plan of operations, how long the army is to remain in
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fuch camp, or if we can nearly calculate the time, from the ar^

rangements the enemy takes for the fupport of its pofition, we
confider what quantity of corn, oats, hay, and Ibaw, the army will

want, in cafe we cannot forage green ; and how many forage-bundles

will be requifite, if; the feafon is fo far advanced that we can forage

green. Such a calculation is not fo very difficult; and it is better

for every officer, fent by his general, to a magazine, with an order

to make a calculation how long the army can be fupplied from the

^

corn, oats, hay and flraw, in llore, to do it himfelf, than be

obliged to apply to a commlffiiry for that purpofe. We know
from experience, that 75 pounds of ilour will produce, when
baked, lOO pounds of bread; two pounds is the daily portion for

a man; and thus, by multiplication and divifion, we may foon find

how many days an army, whofe number we know, may be fupplied

from the quantity in ftore.

We know the daily portion for every" horfe, in oats, hay and
ftraw, and, of courfe, it is eafy to find, by multiplication and
divifion, how many days the horfes may be fupplied by a certain

quantity in (lore ; or how much will be wanting, if the time we
arc to flay is determined.

It would not be unufeful, if every young officer would form
tables on that fubjea, according to the fpecimen we have here
given.

Let us fuppofe a biifhel of flour weighs 75 pounds, and this to

produce 100 pounds of bread. Suppofe the daily portion to be
two pounds a man, this, for a 100 men, is two bufnels of flour.

Suppofe, further, the army to confiil: of 40,000 men, and it will

require, daily, 800 bufliels ; we may, by the Rule of Three, fay,

If 800 bufliels are fufficient for one day, for how many days will

144,000 bufliels ferve ? This we fliall find to be 1 80 days. Taking
the month at thirty days, we can fay, for an army of 40,000 mea
it requires,

144,000 bufliels, for 180 days, or 6 months

120,000
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Now let us confider the cafe, when the feafon is fo far advanced

that we can forage green, x)r be fupplied with green meat,

how many forage-bundles an army wants, if they are to remain a

certain given time in camp. We will fuppofe an army to confifl of

12,000 horfes; for each horfe we mud count, daily, three {heaves

of oats, or any other corn. This army requires, therefore, 36.^000

fhcaves, daily; and, if the army is to be 20 days in camp, it will

want for that time 720,000 (heaves. That quantity we muft be

able to get in the environs, that is, within feven or eight miles, at

fartheft, of the camp ; as, otherwife, the procuring of forage is at-

tended with too much trouble.

The providing a fufficient quantity of forage, is of more im-

portance than m.any may think. From the want of it we are often

obliged to leave a very good 'poft, and place ourfelves in another,

where we give up great advantages to the enemy. Are we forced

to quit fuch a camp, we may run the rifle of being attacked on the

march in a place where the {ituation of the ground is very much to

our difadvantage.

The mOil elTential thing in a camp is, that the enemy may not be

able to attack iL, in front, flank, and rear, at one and the fame time.

There certainly could be no camp where the enemy could not get

round it, if they would take a great, round about-way ; but, if the

enemy rifles the attempt to get at the flank, or rear ofour army,

the camp muft be fo made, that the enemy ihould run the rifk of

being cut off from their magazines, and forts, or of expofing a whole

province to us. It is not probable that the enemy will venture fuch

a flep, if they have to fear one of the beforementioned cafes, neither

will they venture it, if they fhould be obliged to take a difad-

vantageous pofition, in our rear,'or in our flanks, in which cafe they

will be beaten, if we get direflly at them. Has the enemy detached

fome corps from their main army ? and do they venture, notwith-

ftmding, to turn our camp? This, perhaps, may give us the beft

Opportunity to get upon fuch a corps, and ruin it, before they can

obtain any afiiftance : Now we fay a flank is fecured, if it be either

abfolutely impofhble, or at leaft, very difficult, for the enemy to

attack it, and mufl facrifice, at the attack, many troops, without a

profpetft of good fuccefs. The following objeds are very proper

to cover the flanks of an army. Rivers, over which the enemy
cannot pafs: lakes, and marflies of confidcrable extent; hills, par-

ticularly when they are very deep, and if the foot ofthem may be
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commanded by a battery Tideways : long villages, particularly fuch,

through which fmall rivers, or ri'i^lets run, or which are furrounded

by fmall lakes, and fwampy meadows ; or fuch as lie at the foot

of hills, from whence they may be commanded j alfo lawns, forts,

and woods, if they are very thick.

If rivers are to cover the flanks of an army, they muft be fuch

as the enemy can neither ride nor march through. All the fords

mufl: be made impaflable. This is done by making them deeper:

by throwing trees into them, with their limbs ; or by putting car-

tropes ; becaufe the ground in rivers is always firm where v/e find

fords. If bridges crofs the river, they muft be thrown dov.n, or,

at leaft, fjch meafures muft be taken, that we can fet them on fire

as foon as the enemy fhews any fign to pafs them. Eut if we are

obliged to keep up a communication vith the environs, on the other

llde of the river, it is necefiary to raife a fufficient bridge-redoubt,

in which fome battalicns may defend themfelves againft a fuperior

power-

In maay places we find fiTiall rivulets whofe fhores are lined

with morafs. Thefe may, likewife, be made ufe of to cover the

flaijHs of an army. Should the enemy fucceed, in paffing their in-

fantry over at fome places, they cannot, however, get their cavalry

and artillery along. Befides, as the infantry cannot pafs in the belt

order, they may eafily be repulfed, if we get at them vigoroufly,

before they can form.

Some fay we lliould draw up the fiank of an army clofe to a

river, as then we have an opportunity of keeping the oppoCte fiiore

clear, and preventing the enemy's taking poft near the river. If

the fhore on this fide commands the oppofite, if we know that the

enemy is forced to fetch water for the cavalry, and for the army

in general, from the river, it may be advantageous to place our

flank near the river. Eut in other cafes we "(hould keep fo far

from it as not to be reached by cannon-fhot, for otherwifc we
fiiould be continually annoyed. If an army is often alarmed, it

will foon get accuftomed to it, and become carelefs and indolent.

But as foon as a lly enemy finds this out, they will at laft make a

bold effort, and furprife the army at a time when we leaft expe(51: it.

If a village is on one flank of the armiy, in which are many
{\rong built houfes ; or a good burial ground, furrounded

with a wall ; thefe may be put in a (late of defence, and occu-

pied with light troops ; but the camp muft not be pitched too near

the village, left the enemy fliould fet it on fire with howitzer gre^
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nados, as the fire and fmoke would be troublefome to the troopj^

in the camp.

If heights are fo fituated as to form a hook in our flank, and

level ground towards the enemy, or if they are commanded by

other mountains, and are feparated from them by defiles ; we may

very well ufe thefe to cover our flank. Vineyards are pajticularly

good for this purpofe, becaufe the trees, hedges and fences, by

which they are feparated, throw the greatefl obfl:acles in the ene-

my's way.

We may lean the flanks of an army on woods, if they are very

thick and bufhy, and have much cut ground; but we mufi; not

place the camp fo near it that the enemy may, under the protec-

tion of the wood, find an opportunity to furprize us. If, for

example, the wood is confiderable, fo that we can have no out-

pofts on the other fide of it; we fliall not be able to get intelligence

of the ny's motions. The enemy may therefore get round

cur f and on our rear before we perceive it. But, as in moun-

tainous environs, which generally are full of woods, we can fel-

dom avoid leaning a flank on a foreft ; we fliould raife on our

flank a ftrong barricade of trees, fo fituated, as to oblige the

enemy to work fideways, under a heavy cannon and cartridge-fire.

To thefe means already mentioned, for covering the flank of an

army, we muft every where add art, where more fecurity is re-

quired. Thus we may caufe inundations, where there is a fmall

river eafy to be pafled ; we may fortify heights, &c. We muft

remark alfo, that the fame means, by which the flanks of an army

are covered, will ferve to cover the front of a camp. This, for

inflance, may be done by rivers, lakes, morafl^es, great defiles,

villages, &c.

In a defenfive war, each camp fliould be fo fituated, that by the

pofition of the army in it, the frontiers of a ftate may be covered ;

this will render it difficult for the enemy to attempt any thing

againfl: the environs, either backv/ards or fideways, without danger

of being cut off from their magazines and detached corps, and of

being molefied in their tranfports.

Should the enemy, by penetrating into our provinces, give our

army an opportunity of penetrating with advantage into their

ftates, and there take a firm poll: ; fliould they not find an advan-

tageous pofl in our country, in which they may wait an attack

from us; fliould they after the lofs of a battle be liable to be en-

tirely cut oif from their magazines and forts ; if the lofs of a fort
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to them, or a whole province is the confequence, we may fay, that

the general underftands the art of carrying on a defenfive v/ar

well.

If our camp has fuch a pofitlon, that we may, by a flight move-

ment, get into thofe environs v/here the enemy diref: their intention,

and where they, on the contrary, arc forced to great motions ; if

we can move in a flraight line, and they are obliged to make ufe of a

round-about miOtion ; then fuch a camp is well known to cover a

whole province.

In a defenlive war, it is a general rule to have rivers, rivv.lets, id

Ihort all forts of defiles, before the front of a camp.

It is politic and wife to plan, ourfelves, an attack on that camp

where we wait, expecting the enemy's attack ; and examine the

points carefully, on which the attack can eafieft be made. We
fliould then fee, perhaps, the faults we have made in our- arrange-

ments for defence, and have fufiicient time to alter an»-n^'nprove

them; but, if the enemy is already drawn up, and basRo'hfiD all

meafures for the attack, we muft not endeavour to alter any thing,

for orders raifanderftood, may produce wrong motions, and expofe

us to the danger of being beaten.

Camps, in an offenfive war, fhould have the following requifitest

We fhould be able to march to all the environs; at each new

camp we fhould advance fo far that the defiles may remain behind

the front.

They mufl have fuch a fituatiori as to force the enemy to quit

^heir advantageous pofition. In this intention we fhall fucceed, if

we can take a pofition on their flanks, for the enemy is then expofed

to the danger of being cut off from their magazines and forts, or

from a detached corps. It is very advantageous if v/e can pitch

our camp fo as to be able to detach feveral parties, to make the

paffage of the enemy's tranfports difficult, trouble them when fo-

raging, threaten them with blocliading up a fort, and put the ene-

my's country under contribution. But we mufi likewife take care

that thefe detachments are fupported by the main army, if attacked

by a fuperlor force. As it may happen that the enemy fliall

change defence Into attack, as foon as they find it advantageous;

we fliould, in the choice of our camp, in an offenfive war, not lofe

fight of thofe rules of precaution which have been recommended

for camps in a defenfive war. This is particularly neceffary if we
are in the neighbourhood of the enemy ; we fhould then proceed

with all pofHble precaution, and not fend av/ay any detachment if

v/e cannot fupport it properly.
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As we are now upon an offenfive war, we will infert fome of the

mofl: important principles which (hould be obferved at the attack of

ilrong pofts. The whole army (hould never be drawn into the

combat. If the attack is made with one wing, the other wing

of the army fhould be kept back. If the attack is made from the

centre, both wings are kept back. The attacking wing muft have

all the ftrength of a military corps, that is, all the arms mud there

be connefted in a proper manner. To this end are requifite a nu-

merous artillery, feveral lines of infantry, which may fupport and
relieve one another, in cafe the attack of the firft line fhould not

have good fuccefs; and on the fide and behind the infantry afuf-

ficient number of cavalry, if the ground is advantageous for the,

latter. That wing of the army which is kept back fhould be co-

vered, that the enemy may not be induced to attack that wing.

The more advantageous it will be, if we can lean it on defiles or

mountains, which we mud ftrongly occupy with heavy arms.

At the attack of heights, wc muft make ufe of howitzers, ra-

ther than cannon, becaufe the grenados, which tear in pieces, by
fcattering more, caufe greater terror among the enemy than can-

non-balls, the greateft part of which fly over their heads.

Ifthe hills on which the enemy flands, are fo fleep that we
loofe breath in afcending them ; we mufl not attack with infantry,

as fuch attack could not pofTibly be fuccefsful. But it is another
thing with hills on v/hich a foldier can reft himfelf, and take
breath.

At the attack of a poft we muft know how to determine that
point, which is the key of the enemy's pofition, that is, the hill

which commands the enemy's camp. This hill we muft attack
firft. If we have gained that, we are mafter ofthe whole poft. It is

certainly more advantageous to lead the troops in the firft onfet to

the ftrongeft poft, v/hilft the battalions are perfectly clofed, than
when they are fatigued by the attack of a lefs confiderable poft, and
are intimidated by a view of the dead, and the groans of th§
wounded. .

The troops, which make this firft attack, muft have ftri(5t orders
to overthrow the enemy at all events. Some late generals of great
merit have propofed to lead on to the firft attack, not the bcft troops
of the army, but free battalions; in doing which, we muft ourfelves
give the fire, if they will not attack with vigour, or give way.
If the firft attack be not fuccefsful, we may always renew it, with
good troops, and continue it till we have carried our defion.
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KING OF PRUSSIA'S BATTLES.

xSEFORE I enter upon the Third Silefian, or what Is commoxnl3r

called the Seven Tears War in Germany, in which not only almoil

all the cations of Europe, but alfo fome parts of Afia and Ame-
rica were involved, and during which the greatefl military talents

of the prefent century were difplayed, it is necelTary to give a fliort

account of the two preceding Silefian Wars, in order to trace the

origin of the lafl:, and to combine all thofe great events.

After the death of the emperor, Charles VI. in 1 740, Frederic

II, king of Pniffia, in order to maintain the rights of his houfe

over fome part of Silefia, aflembled on the frontiers of that coun-

try, an army of twenty eight thousand men, under the command
of marihal Shwerln. He offered his afiiftance to the daughter of

Charles VI. Maria Therefa, queen of Hungary and Bohemia, in

order to fecure to her the poffeiTion of her other hereditary dates, on

condition, that fhe acknowledge the legality of his pretenfions; but,

in cafe of a refufal, he threatened to maintain his riahts by force

of arms.

The court of Vienna rtjefling this propofition, the king en-

tered and took poffeffion of all Lower Silefia. On the 20th of

April, 1 741, a battle took place near MoHwitz, between the

king, and the Auftrian field marihal Neippertr, in which the

Auftrians v/ere routed. George II. king of-England, allied with

Maria Therefa, afiTembled an army on the borders of Kent,
and took both Heifian and Daniih troops in pay. Maria Therefa,

perfifting in her refolution to give up no part of Silefia, in th^

month of September Frederic found himfeif compelled to join

the French and Bavarians ; and a ilrong army of the latter, with

marfhal BrogHo at their head, marched into Bohemia. They
took Lintz, and marched llraight to Vienna. Maria Therefa took

ftielter at Pre(burg. The king, during this time, took the foit

of Neifle, which accomplifiied the conqueft of Silefia.

The fecond campaign of the firft Silefian War, in 1 742, was dif-

tinguifiied by the battle of Czaflau, in Bohemia. Frederic, after

having been abandoned by his French allies, as well as by the Sax-
ons, haftened to Czaflau, to fave his magazines. There he was met
by prince Charles of Lorraine, an Auflrian general, whom, after

a bloody conflia, he forced to take fhelter io Moravia.



24 MILITARY REPOSITORY.

The refult of this viflory was the peace of Breflaw, by whIcSi

Maria Therefa ceded to Frederic, Silefia and the county of Glatz.

In 1743, ^^^^ ele(5lor of Bavaria was, by Frederic's influence,

elected emperor, under the name of Charles VII. but foiind in

his dignity no refuge againft the misfortunes which opprefTed him.

Whilft he was crowned at Frankfort, his hereditary ftates were

laid wafte by the Auftrians. In the next campaign of 1 744, be-

tween the allied Auftrians, Engliih and Hanoverians, the former

were forced to retire to their own country, and the new crowned

emperor was likewife compelled to fly over the Rhine, where he

died foon after. The misfortunes of the latter, in whofe election

the king of PrufTia had interefted himfeif, difpofed him to accede

to the union between the new emperor, France, the eledlor pala-

tine, and the landgrave of HeiTe CaiTei. He entered Bohemia,

and took Prague, but the French again remaini ng inadlive, he

flood expofed, aloae, to the whole Auflrian force, and was obliged

to relinquifh Prague, and withdraw through Lufatia.

This event put Maria Therefa, queen of Hungary, upon attempt-*

Ingto retake Silefia. The Auftrians, accordingly, made incuruons

into upper Silefia. and took the fort of Cofel by ftratagem. Prince

Charles of Lorraine affembled the Audrian troops, confiftit^g of

92,000 men. Frederic, to oppofe him, aifeinbled about ,;,o,ooo

men. On the 30th of May, 1745, Frederic marched to [;.uer«

nich, in order to meet prince Charles, and detached the vaB-guard

to Strigau. This manoeuvre brought down prince Charles from

the mountains into the plains, where, exulting in the fuperiority

of his numbers, he encamped, intending to furround the Pruffians.

On the 3d of June, at eight in the morning, Frederic left his

camp, and, by a forced march, came fuddenly during the night, to

Strigau. At day-break the battle commenced, the refult of

which was that the Auflrians were beaten. They counted 9000
killed and wounded, befides 9000 which the Pruflians took prifon-

crs. The Pruffians counted about 2300 killed and wounded.

Want of fubfiftence, however, compelled the king to retire

from one camp to another. The great detachments necefTary for

covering his convoys, diminifiied his army to 26,000 then. Prince

Charles, whofe army was above 60,000 (trong, defirous of profiting

by his fuperiority, proje(5led an attack. He followed the king,

and on the 30th of September, near Soor, a bloody battle took

place. The Auilrians were again beaten, with the lofs of 10,000,
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killed, wounded and prlfoners. The Auftrlans and Saxons form-

ing the project of a winter campaign, prince Charles, with a ftrong

army, marched into Upper Silefia, in order to join the Saxon army.

To prevent this jun6lion, the king, on the i jth of December,

gave battle to the Saxons near Keffelfdorf, over v/hich he gained a

complete vidory.

A few days after, the peace of Drefden was concluded; in which

Silefia, and the county of Glatz was again granted to the king of

PrulTia.'

THE SEVEN YEARS, OR THIRD SILESIAN WAR,
FROM 1756 TO 1763.

By I. IV. d'JRCHENHOLZ, Captain in the Priifmnfewke.

[Tranllated from the German, by the Editor.]

X HE peace of Aix la Chapel had, after a long continued con-

teft, reftored tranquillity to all the nations of Europe. The arts

flouriflied again, and the revival of warlike fcenes was thought to be

yery remote. However, the greateft potentates of Europe were at

that very time far from being peaceably difpofed. The cabinets

were never more zealoufly occupied in bringing new offerings to*

the Daemon of war. It fucceeded. Alliances were formed ;

not on the foundation of a wife policy, but rather on private

paffions. The wilh of making conquelis w^as entirely fubjeded to

the defire of gratifying hatred and revenge. Two prlncefTes, who

then reigned over numerous nations, thought themXeives perfonally

offended by a monarch, on whom the eyes of all nations were di-

reded, who had ended two wars crowned with laurels, whofe

greatnefs ofmind excited univerfal admiration, and v/ho by his virtu-

ous government, was celebrated as the pattern of kings. The mofl: ef-

fential plans were made to humiliate him, or rather to extinguifh his

exigence. Thus the fire was kindled of a war, vv'hich, on account

of the great number of armed bodies of men, of fuch different

nations and languages ; on account of the generals and their adions ;

of the refined art of war, that was employed; of the bloody bat-

tles by land and by fea, with their confequences ; of the extraordi-

nary events of fuch manifold kinds; and on account of its extent

over all parts of the globe, belongs to the mod: noted that

ever dcfolatcd the world.

D
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Slhfij, a fine country, fall of induftrious inhabitants, which Fre-

deric the fecond, king of Prufiia, foori after his acceflion tb' the

titrone, had conv|uered, and which he had fupported with his fwordj

as Vv'sli in the peace of Bredaw as in that of Drefden, could not

be relinauifhed by the emprefs, queen Maria Therefa. She was

compelled to yield it to the conqueror, who, at the commence-

ment, of her reign, was, of all her crowned enemies, the firft that

iippeared with fword in hand, and made unexpeded claims. The

value of that country became known then only, when Frederic,

in a manner peculiar to hirafelf, fliewed how to make ufe of it. To

reconquer it by formidable alliances, feemed to them a very eafy

enterprife. The king of Poland and elector of Saxony, Au-

guiius III. who, by his powerful neighbour, was once before driven

from his refidence, and who hoped to be indemnilied for that hu-

niihation by the acquifition of new provinces and fecurity for the

future, was the firft that joined the league. The fame did Elizar

beth, emprefs of FvufTia, who found herfclf highly offended by

fbme ex-oreiTions of Frederic on her private charaaer; and at lait

Lewis XV. king of France, who' was foUov/ed by the Swedes

a^ being dependent on him by the fubfidies they enjoyed.

This alliance betweenA uflria and France, which alloniftied ail thcr

v/orld, and which was confidered as the greateft mafter-piece of po-

licy, wasa mereaccident; for, France nevei wifned the total defeat of

the king of Pruffia: the chief plans of that court were direfted on

England ; they wanted to conquer Flanover, in order to obtain

greater advantages in America. As by this Auftrian alliance,

France had now an opportunity of fending troops into Germany,

the court of that country promifed to the eraprefs, Maria Therefa,

to furnifli her with 20,000 auxiliaries. But thofe troops were foon

augmented from divers caufes, by new principles, by changed plans,

by intrigues, and by the fate of w^ir, to more than 200,000 men.

Frederic's ruin, which, ho v. ever, by his genius and his good for-

tune v/as afterwards prevented, would have been inevitable, if he

had not, by treafon, received information of that dangerous league.

His difiDcrfed Hates, his open provinces, and his fecurity, invited the

allies to begin a campaign, which afforded a profpec% not of a

heavy war, but of a chain of eaf^/ triumphs. But the timely dif-

covery of thofe political defigns, weakened extremely the danger

of a prince, who, in a manner hitherto unknown, was always pre-

paredVor war ; who poffefTed the great talent of a gene?al in an ex-

traordinary dc-ree; wlio had 200;000 of the bcf> difciplmed fol-
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dieis, and a treafury richly filled. His great mind knew how to

iraprove upon thofe advantages, and as the court of Vienna repeat'-

edly refufed 'giving him the defired affarances of peace, he fad-

denly refolved to anticipate his enemies, and draw his fword the

firft.

The alhes had then hardly begun their preparations ; money was

every where wanting, and the troops deftined for the war were for

the moll part ftili in their cantonments, from the Pyrenees

to the Cafpian Sea, when the king of Prufiia, in the month of Au-

guft 1756, rofe Hke a hoa from his couch, and entered Saxony

with 60,000 men. To invade Bohemia, it was unavoidably necef-

fary iirft to take pofTeflion of Saxony. Pie had no oLher ally but

the king of England, George the fecond, who, on account of his

deflorate of Hanover had entered into an alliance with Frederic,

of which, however, the advantage appeared at a dillance only. The

prefervation of the king of PrulTia depended, th before, folely on

the promptnefs and on the effect of his war operations. Tlie march

into Saxony was effedted in three columns, the commanders of

vhich ^^ ere the king, the duke Ferdinand of Brunfwick, and the

duke of Bcvern, all which were to join at Drefden.

The confternation of that court v;as extreme on tlie news of

Frederic's march. They kept fecret counfels, at which count

Bruhl prefided, aminifler, whofe greatnefs confifted, not in a found

policy, but in the talent of making a royal fliow and in governing

his royal mafter entirely. In this dangerous fituation, therefore,

they took of all poffible meafures the moil unwife. They in hade

colleded the Saxon troops, who formed an army of 14,000 men,

and pitched a camp on the frontiers of Bohemia, near Pirna. The

fituationof this placewasflrongby nature, and with the afhrrance of

art they made it invincible. But they thought only on putting therd-

felves in a flate of defence againft the Piuffian fword, and forgot

to pra\-ide againd a far more powerful enemy ; an enemy who for
;

thoufands of years has conquered fo many armies, has put to fiiglu ]

fo many generals, x^ ho has deluded fo many victories, and at once

ended many a long extended Vv'ar. The word hunger could not

fail to be (Irange to a mnnifter, v ho, accufiomed to an Afiatic abun-

djipce, never had a notion of want, who, therefore, took the moil

infignificant meafures for the provifion of his brave and courageous^

troops, and who kept, even during that difficult fituatipnj a m^gni^ .,

ficent table. The army ha4 but a fortnight's pravifion in thlir-

camp. They provided themfelves with palifidoes but not witii
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bread, and relied on the Aiulrian troops, who were haftijy afTcm-

blcd in Bohemia, under the command of Field-Marfhal Brown.

During this, Frederic had entered Saxony, where he took

every meafure to keep firm ground
;

giving, however, the aiTur-

ance that he would take it in depot only—an invention of modern

policy, to obviate from fach a proceeding the appearance of an ini-

mical invafion ; which, however, the enemy commonly calls by its

proper name. Contributions of corn, cattle, and forage, were

demanded for the Pruffian army : They fortified the city of Tor-

gau, and occupied it with cannon, which they found in feveral

Saxon towns. Some thoufands of citizens were obliged to work

at thefe fortifications; for which, however, they were at firft

paid. In this place they put the Pruffian commiffion of war, and

the trcafury of war: all the contributions of the country were

]ikev/ife carried thither.

The king of Pruffia himfelf entered Drefdcn, the loth of Sep-

tember, without refinance, and occupied the town and the royal

palace. His conduct, and that of his foldiers, characlerifed on

that occafion, the fpirit of our age, where they endeavour to

employ refined morals, fenfibility and civility, even in war, in the

niidft of hard humiliations, and under terrible fcenes. Frederic

took his head-quarters in a garden of the fuburbs, in the neigh-

bourhood of v/hich his army was encamped. Every meafure was

taken to fcften the frightful pidure of war, in the eyes of the

confternated Saxons, and to fhew their new commander in aij

amiable light. He wifhed to be looked upon as a friend, as a

future ally, and as a gaefi:. Nothing was therefore wanting to

make his condud gracious. He held levies for the foreign ambaf-

fadors, at which all feemed to be in good fpirits. Almoft all

people of diftinCiion came to pay their refpefts ; the fame did all

the magiflrates of the town. All were well received. The king

r-ave public dinners, at which the Saxons appeared in great numbers

as fpe(!tator3. He frequently fent his compliments to the royal

family, and the latter extended their civility fo far, as to invite him

to dinner, and to offer chamberlains to attend him, which, how-

ever, he declined. Notwithftanding all thofe civilities, the public

offices at Drefden were all fealcd up; the trcafury was locked ;

bme of the civil officers difcharged ; all the artillery and amuni-

tion taken from the arfeiial of the Refidence, and carried to
k
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ivCagdeburg, and all the money in the different treafliries of the

country, belonging to the elector, was appropriated. The com-

munication between Drefden and the Saxon camp, was entirely

cut oif, fo that it was open only to the tran(|3ort of viduals, for th*

king of Poland's own table, and to the couriers and trumpeters, that

were fent.

This alliance, which v/as planned for the deflru6lion of the king

of Pruffia, was, it is true, revealed to the king ; he likewife had

copies of many important papers refpedling it, but many a thing

remained dark to him. Nevcithelefs, it was, for his fafety, of

the utmoft importance to know the form.ed plans thoroughly. To
this was added, the political duty, to juftify, by indifputable do-

cuments, his invaflon into Saxony, which aftonifhed all the courtg

of Europe. Thefe confiderations impofed on him the duty to

gain polfeffion of the Saxon archive. They forefaw his defire,

and tranfported thofe political fecrets into the apartment of the

queen of Poland. She herfelf had the key to it, and guarded it

as a treafure of the greateft value. Frederic's requell to deliver

it up, was, therefore, refufcd by that princcfs, who was his de-

clared fenemy. The PruiTian general Winterlield, a favourite of

the king, a man equally great as a warrior, as he was polite as a

courtier, was then fent to her. But all his propcfitions were nu-

gatory, fhe rem.ained firm, though Winterfield let himfelf down

upon his knees before her, in order to difpofe her to comply with

the king's wilh. He left her, but foon after, other mefiengers ap-

peared, who proceeded in a military manner and made figns to

open the cheft with the help of inftruraents. The queen thought

{he could fufRciently defend it by her own body, and placed her-

felf before it, extending her arms acrofs it. But this firmnefs

ferved only to humiliate her the more. They carried her fioni

her poH:, in fpite of her fcreams and her perfonal refillance, and

Frederic obtained the defired papers.

This difrefpec1:fi-il condu(5]: againd a royal perfonage, though

perfedly juftified by circumllances, was confidered as a particular

cruelty. 1 his event, which with great exaggerations, by the fuf-

ferers was fpread all over Europe, and Frederic's condud: in Sax-

ony, which was painted with the blacked colours, did not a little

contribute to increafe the number of his enemies, and to alter the

l^:ntiments of many of his friends. It is well known that the then

Dauphine, mother of Lewis XVI of France, a daughter of the
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offended qyeen of Poland, fell upon her knees, nnelted with tears,

before Lewis XV, and entreated his afllftance to fave her royal

parents and her native country. The court of Verfailles nov/ be- v

gan to lofe fight of the principles of policy, and took a ferious

part in a >^'ar that fo much oppofed her true intered, andwhich flie

had hitherto confidered as a mere political farce.

However, they continued in the endeavour to effe^ peace be-

tween the kings of PrulTia and Poland. The Englifli' and

Dutch ambalTadors, Lord Stormont and Mr. Calkocn, ufed all their

abilities to aecomplifa that beneficial bufinefs. Frederic required of

the king of Poland a drid neutrality and as a proof of it, he de-

iired that the Saxon troops fnould be difembodied and go to their

quarters. Augudus promifed to remain neuter, but he refufed

confirming his afTurance by fads. He encouraged his troops by a

public proclam^ation to fave the honor of their king, and to defend

themfelves to the laft drop of their blood. The faithful Saxons,

who love their regents to a high degree, whatever their charader
may be, manifefled their readinefs to comply with the expectation

of Augudus. In their camp tiiey already began to fuffer by want,

fo that the daily portions for men and horfes were fliortened of

one third. Their courage, 'increafed however, when they

heard of the approach of the Auftrian army, that was in Bohemia
already 70,000 men flrong.

Brovvn had pofitive orders from his court to rii]<: every thing, to

diflodge the Pruflians and give alTiftance to the Saxons. The junc-

tion of thofe two armies, under fo experienced a general, would
then have given another appearance to the war. Frederic

was fcnfible of this, and therefore doubled his affidiiity

to confine the Saxon camp, and to cut ofi^ every afiiftance that

might be given to the troops in it. In order to gain that point the

better, Field-Marflial Keith received orders to advance with a con-

fidcrable corps into Bohemia, to obferve the movements of the

Auftrians. The PrulTian Field-Marfhall, Count Schwerin, had
already entered Bohemia with 35,000 men from the fide of Silcfia,

having encamped himfelf near Koniggratz. Both thefe Pruffian

armies were to occupy the Auflrian in their ov/n country, accord-

ing to Frederic's plan, fo that they could not think of the Saxons.

He, himfelf expefied daily their furrender, not finding it prudent
to go before into Bohemia, v/here he had no magazines. He would
h- luch a proceeding, likev/ife have given the Saxons room to make



MILITARY REPOSITORY. 31

themfelves mafters of the Elbe, and to remain in his rear. Be-

fides, he was at that time in want of \7agg0ns, &c. for the tranfport-

ation of provifion ; and the terrible defiles that cover the avenues

to that country on all fides, requiri^d many other meafures.

Brown, in order to give affifiance to the Saxons, was obliged to

pafs the river Eger; but then he had not the neceffary pontoons.

They did not arrive with the artillery in his camp till the 3Cth of

September, after which he put himfelf inftantly in motion. It was

Ticrw Frederic's intention to compel him by a battle to retreat ;
he

therefore, rcfe the 30th of September, en the fam.e day in v/hich

Brown had pafled the Eger. The next morning, after day break,

the two armies fnet near Lowofitz, a Bohemian village. The Au-

ftrians were 52 battalions and 56 fquadrons ilrong, and they had

one hundred and two pieces of cannon. So thick a fog happened at

that time, that they hardly could fee three fleps before them. The

heiahts of Lobofli and Radoftiz, that commanded the pofition of

the^Auflrians, were not occupied by Brown. M'his circumftance

caufed Frederic to think that the Audrians had paffed the Elbe,

and that he only had touched their rear. Some thoufands of Croats

and Hungarian infantry, who were pofted at the foot of the moun-

tain of Lobofli in vineyards, and who made a lofmg fire on the ap-

proaching Pruffians, confirmed that opinion, as a retreat is generally

covered with fuQh light troops. The Auftrian cavalry, which had'

expofed itfelf to the fire of the Pruffian cannon, and which kept

ground as if they wanted to effed it by another intention, completed."

that error. They fought in the fog without feeing one another.

During this, the king caufed the heights to be occupied.
^

Bro'^wn's pofition being fecured towards the middle of his line,

and on his left wing, by a morafs and ether impenetrable avenues

a^aind every attack, he directed his intention entirely on the vil-

lage of Lowofitz, which covered his right wing, havmg polled

tl^ere his beft infantr)^ with a large quantity of heavy arms;

there was iikewife before it a firong battery and redoubts. Towards

the middle of the day the fog difi?erfed, and they faw one another.

The Prufiian cavalry made now a regular attack, and overturned

that of the Auf^rians, but they purfaed them v, ith too much ardour,^

till tliey came under the cannon of. Lowofitz. The violent fire of

t he artillery mounted there, repulfed them with great lofs. The

next undertaking of the Prufiians now was, to drive the Croats

from the vineyards, the fences and walls of which ferved thofc

troops as bulwarks. They faccecded with a great deal of trouble.
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Erown now fent his bed Infantry to attack the heights; but the

Pruflians who were polled there defended themfelves like Hons>

and fome regiments, after having fired away all their cartridges,

fell, with their bayonets, on t/.e enemy. This terrible fcene

Lifted till the Aiiftrians were pufhed down from the heights, and

into the village of Lowofitz. The Pruffians feized this time of

confufion to fet the village on fire, and to drive the enemy entirely

from thence, whereby the fate of the day was at laft decided.

Brown made a mafterly retreat, and left the field of battle to the

kincT, without giving up his pretenfions to the victory. This,

however, was not doubtful, as was proved by the confequences;

though the Pruffian army had lofl more men, and both parties

counted their prifoners.

Such was the firft battle in this memorable v/ar, which lafted

from feven o'clock in the morning till three in the afternoon, and

which was, as we may fay, the fignal of the Fruffian valour for tha

fiibfequent battles. The lofs of the conquerors v^as 3300, dead,

wounded and prifoners. The Aulhians loic a few hundred lefs.

Brown v/asnov/ compelled to letire over the Eger and obliged,

entirely to alter his plan of liberating the Saxons. It was refolved,

that thefe allies fliould go over the Elbe in the night of the i ith

ofOftober, and then they intended to attack the Pruffians from

both fides. But very rainy and Itormy weather caufed this pafTage

to be deferred. They determined to effedt it two days after*

Frederic made ufe of that precious time ; r'einforced the polls on

the Elbe, and fortified them by Intrenchments and barricades.

The right fide of this river, near Pirna and Konigflein, is full of

mountains, covered with vv'oods. The deep declivities that fepa-

rate them, prefent nothing but impradicable environs, not m.ade

for the march of an army, particularly when a powerful enemy Is

in the neighbourhood, having the heights in their pofTcfiion. The
Saxons, after having pafled tlie Elbe, hoped to hear fomething of

the approach of the Aufirians ; but they could not perceive any

thing of their allies, who were prevented from advancing farther

by a Pruffian corps ; they perceived on the contrary that the

Pruflians were raafiers of the defiles, which they were obliged

topafs, in order to reach Bohemia. However, they tried to form

themfehTs at tiic foot of the mountain Eilienrtein, but It was
Impradicable, on account of the fmall fpace, wherefore thcv
encamped themftlvcs, full of difmal expeaations of their forrowfiil
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fate. This fatal fituation had Its fource entirely in the Aufirlans

as well as the Saxons being ignorant of the ground, and who, there-

fore, made hazardous plans.

The Pruffiims inftantly took polTeflion of the camp which the

Saxons had left ; they touched on their rear, took them prifoners,

with the moll; part of their baggage and artillery. This was a

confiderable tranfport, w^hich could not reach the troops, the

bridge being bioke.

Never was a well difciplined army of a valiant nation in a more
deplorable fituation. It was quite the hiilory of Caudinum. Hun-
ger plagued the Saxon troops ; to this was added the feverity of

that rough feafon of the year and the lofs of their baggage. They
were three days and three nights fucceflive under arms without any

victuals; they even were in want of ammunition. They laid in the

open air, furrounded by vigilant enemies, deprived of all means and

qf every hope to fave themfelves. Their fate depended now en>

tirely on the conqueror's grace, to whom they at lafl offered a ca-

pitulation, with the confent of Augliflus. The conditions of it

were hard, as well for the Saxon troops as for their king. The
whole aimy was obliged to lay down their arms. The officers

were difmiifed, but the non-commiifioned officers had no choice ;

they were forced to fwear allegiance to the king of Pruffia.

The king of Poland now fuffisred a humiliation which for

fome centuries fmce has not been the fate of an European prince.

He loft at once his whole Saxon army that was faithful to him, and

a few of his body guard only were left to him who were with him

at Konigftein. His endeavors to gain better conditions from

the conqueror were in vain. Frederic himfelf, gave the anfwers

on the articles of capitulation of that memorable treaty. Som.e

of thofe anfwers, which refpcd the great want of the troops, are

quite laconic, and are fignlfied only by the word^ooJ, but all denote

the decifive tone of the conqueror, who thinks to comply wath more
than they had reafon to expeft. Auguftus begged he would leave

him his guards at lead. But Frederic's anfwer on that head was
extremely humiliating, and manifefted the right of the ftronger

over the weaker in a ftriking manner. It was this :
*' They fhould

" have the fame fate as the other troops, as he fhould net wifh*

*' the trouble of taking them prifoners a fecond time.

"

Ten Saxon regiments remained entirely together, with this dif-

ference only, that they received Pruffiaa uniforms, colours and com-
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manders; but the reft were with the whole cavalry diftrtbutcd

among the PrufTian regiments.

This allien of Frederic, to force a whole army of a foreign

prince, to ferve the conqueror In clofe columns, is perhaps without

example in the hiftory of the world. However, they relied to

much on Augudus' impotence of keeping an army, and on the

wants of the troops who were without a mafter. They did not

pay any attention to the attachment which the Saxons naturally

have to their princes and their native country. But this fhewed

itfelf foon to Frederic's aftonlHiment. Though they expeded

fome dcfertions among the Saxons, they did not think that

whole regiments would run away with order and refolution. Moft

of them fet off with all the military figns of honour, and went ei-

ther to Poland or joined the French army. The king of Pruffia

had given com/mllTions to many non-ccmmlflioned officers of the

Saxoifs, in order to make his fervlce agreeable to them. But this

meafure was not fufficlent; for thc/fe officers were at the head of

thofe'^defcrters; and thofe who would not go with them they forced

to go out of the way.

The fort of Konlgftein was declared r.eutral during the war, and

the king of Poland, who on that rock waited for the declfion of

his fate^ received pafTports for himfelf and his fuite to gofafely to

Vv^arfaw, whither he went without delay. This monarch was ex-

tremely humbled by his great misfortune ; he wrote, the 14th of

06lober, to his Fleld-Marfhal Rutowflvy: « We muil: refign our-

« felves to providence—I am a free king—As fuch I will live and

" die. I leave the fate of my army in your hands; your court

*' marffial may decide, whether to furrender or to chufe death, ei-

** ther by hunger or by the fword." He had carried on a corref-

pondence wltl^the Pruffian monarch from Konigftein, which, from

the firft offered neutrality, came by degrees to a propofal of an al-

liance, and as Augudus remained Immoveable, Frederic gave him

a kind letter as a companion on his journey. The title in thofe

royal Utters was, on both fides, my brother', a tender exprelTion

which, under fuch circumftances, deferves a place in hiftory. They

'

ffiewed to the departing king all poffible refpeft ;
they removed even

the troops from the road in order to prevent difagrceable objeds

from the eyes of the unfoitunate king.

The campaign was now at an end. The Auftrlan army drew

farther Into Bohemia, and the Pruffians went into their winter

quarters in Saxony and Silefia. Frederic remained during the
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winter at Drefden, and now treated his depofit as a conquered pro"

Tince. He often gave audience to the Saxon minifters, ilTued his

orders on all fubjecls relative to the adminiftration of the country,

and demanded of the reprefentatives 10,000 recruits.

The preparations of all the powers connected in the war, were

great for the next campaign. Frenchmen and Swedes, Sieben-

burgians, Maylanefes, Wallones, Cofaks and Calmuks, put them-

felvcs in motion, and as money was in great demand, they ufed

every art, partly to make loans, and partly to difpofe monied pea-

pie to furnifh neceffities in advance. But tiie king of PrulT.a had

the advantage over his enemies, not being in need of fuch means.

His gieat treafury and rich depofit afforded means to the PruiTians,

with every thing abundantly provided, to open the next campaign.

The Saxons, who, on account of the likenefs of their religion,

language, morals, and their way of thinking, had far more inclina-

tion to the PrulTians than to the Auilrians, were wifnlng that their

royal mafter (war being inevitable) might ally himfelf with the

foimer. They v/ere yet not treated with any fliadow of feverity.

The only thing they felt of the war was the contributions of pro-

vifion, which, however, were not burthenfome. They lived quite

amicably with ihe Prullians. They had comedies, balls, mafque-

rades and concerts at Drefden; the king himfeJf gave, alraoft daily,

concerts, which that fo powerfully threatened monarch accompanied

on his Germaa flute.

This tranquillity of mind, the refult of his philoh phlcal way of

thinking and of the knowledge of his forces, was, however, dif^

turbed in divers manners. Among other things there happened,

during that v/inter. an event, of which the particulars are known

by a few only. Before the nineteenth century it will hardly be al-

lowed to any hiftorian to communicate them to the world. Fre-

deric was to be poifoned. A page, Glafau by n^me, whom the

king liked particularly, v/as hired to fend the monarch out of the

world. The plan was known to a few only, and a difcovery was

not to be feared from thofe. However, an accident difqjfc^ered in

tliehour of the execution to the king, that a fcheme was lai| againfl:

his life. Glafau fell upon his knees before the king, ana begged

his forgivenefs, which, hov/evcr, could not be granted. Fie was

put under arreit, examined in the king's prefence, and fent next

day in irons to Spandau, where he foon after died in prifon in a la-

mentable manner. Itfeemed the king was fo anxious to keep tl.c
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sfFair fecret, that he even would not give leave to a phyfician to at-

tend him in his lad moments.

The moderation which the king had hitherto obferved in Sax-

ony, had its caufe in the hope which was ftili entertained, that Au-

guftus might be difpofed to a peace ; but the wound was too deep:

the alliance v/ith Auftria and Ruffia tob clofe; and his expedations

of a happy change too great for him to liften to the Pruffian pro -

pofals. On the contrary, the complaints of his ambalTadors, fup-

ported by his powerful allies, were at Ratifbone before the German

diet, and all the Europ€an courts without limits. Paflion fupprefied

all prudence, and weakened the faculties of learned men fo far,

that they reprefented Frederic's march into Saxony, in all political

publications, as an undertaking without example in thel^hiftory of the

world. They obtained their point. All the allied courts dou-

bled their zeal in their enormous preparations and the Germanic

diet at Ratifbone made ufe of a punirtiment that for many genera-

tions had not been put in force. They pronounced againft the king

of Pruffia the anathema, and declared him thereby to have for-

feited his ftates and dignities. To execute this fentence they caU

led together, nothwithftanding the CI ies of Pruffia's friends, an army

of all the nations of Germany, which under the name of^the execu-

tion-army of the empire, was to give effect to the decree of the

majority. In this manner a new army united itfelf to the many-

others, among whom Frederic's deftruclion -was the motto, and

they began already to determine the approaching moment when
the war Paould be ended.

Frederic, to whom nothing was left but to face every where the

thunder of war by the moll: effedual ufe of his arms, now began

to direct his fmance-operations in Saxony with more effed. The
pay of all the electoral fervants was curtailed or entirely taken

away. Hitherto 1 90,000 dollars were annually paid for the pub-

lic offices at Drefden; this fum was reduced to 30,000, and in

this m.anner he proceeded. This finance reform extended itfelf

over every thing. Two important perfonages at the court of

Drefden were the queen's confeffor and the diret^lor of the opera.

The former had 12,000 and the latter 15,000 dollars annually;

but now they were obliged to content themfelves with 2.coo dol-

lars. The enormous quantity of porcelain in the electoral manu-

fadlories was fold as property taken at war. A Saxon merchant

bought it for 200,000 dollars, and laid thereby the foundation ofan

enormous fortune. He rofe to the dignity of a Danifh minlder of

ilate, and died as thericheft man of the northern empires.
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Frederic, however, left the royal palace at Drefden untouched.

He often vifited the excellent colkaion of paintings, but without

appropriating anything of it; he made, on the contrary, great

prefents to the infpedors of The gallery. But this moderation left

him entirely, with refpeft to Count Bruhl, whom he confidered as

the caufe of the alliance between Saxony and his enemies.

The magnificent palace of this minifter, and his garden, an orna-

ment of the refidence and open to every body, was razed; and

to this very day the ruins of a beautiful pavillion are monuments of

a revenge whijch that crowned philofopher v/as not thought to be

capable o£ The Saxon recruits for the Pruffian fervice were now

demanded. The hereditary prince of Saxony made urgent repre-

fentations againft it, but Frederic requefted of him, in his anfwer,

with all poffible civility, not to trouble himfelf with thofe affairs.

In all the provinces of Germany there reigned nov/ a warlike

aaivity, which for centuries was not fo univerfal. In all the wars

of modern times, even when under Charles V. and under Gufta-

vus Adolphus, the Germans cut each others throats from a religi-

ous zeal, they did not make fuch powerful preparations as now;

when all the nations of Germany, great and fmall, took up arms,

in order to fight either for the fmgle or for the double headed ea-

gle. The army, before -mentioned, of the empire, was now afTem-

bled, which prefented that refpedable Germanic union in a ridicu-

lous light. Thofe troops were, perhaps, not unlike the crufadeis.

The contingents of Bavaria, of the palatinate, of \¥irtemberg and

fome other imi3erial ftates excepted, the reft of that army was a

coUeaion of undifcipHned hords, divided into bodies which form-

ed a variegated mafs. In Swabia and Franconia there were Itates

of the empire which had but a few men to furnifh. Some had to

give but a lieutenant without foldiers, who not feldom was a fel.

low juft taken from the plough ; fome furnifhed but a drummer, and

gave him a drum from their old magazines. Cattle-drivers were

converted into fifers, and old cart-horfes deftined to carry dragoons.

The prelates of the empire, proud of being the allies of fuch great

monarchs, changed the cloth of their convent fervants and fent

them to the army. Arms, cloth, baggage, in fhort every thing dif-

fered among thofe fellows whom they ftiled foldiers, and of whom

thev expefted great doings.

During all this Pruff.a took the mof^ necefTary mcafures for open-

ing the campaign early, in order to anticipate her enemies. The
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mofl formidable of them were the Au/trians. Frederic rcfolvcd,

therefore, to fall upon them with united forces, in order to ftrike a

great blow, before the armies of the other nations could approach.

The Imperial court adopted an oppofit'3 fyftem ; v. idling to a<fl dc-

fenfively, till, after the jun<5tiGn of all the allies, they could all at

once fall upon the king of PruiTia and deftroy him. In confe-

quence of this arrangement, Brown divided his army into four

great bodies in order to cover Bohemia. Frederic, notwithftand-

ing this, entered that kingdom in four columns. The duke of Bc-
vcrn led one of thofe columns, which confifted of 16,000 men;
and foon fell in with one of the enemy's, of 20,000, which, under

the command of count Konigfegg, had intrenched themfelves near

Reichenberg. The Auftrians were inftantly attacked, and for-

ced to retire, with the iofs of 1000 men, killed, wounded, and ta^

ken prifoners. After this battle the duke advanced; r.nd foon af-

ter joined the array of Field Marflial Schwerin, v/ho had entered

Bohemia by the way of Trautenau,

l^he king of Pruilia pafTed the Moldau foon after, in fight of the

enemy, who neglected the precious moment to attack Frederic's

fmall corps, notwithfranding the advantages of fuperior force, and
the profpeft of certain vidory. Jealoufies had arifen among the
chiefs of the Auflrian army, which appeared in a variety of fhapes
?ind in a very ftriking manner : for Brown was now under the com-
mand of prince Charles of Lorrain, who had the command in
chief.

^

On the 6th of May the PrufTian army was a/fembled in the vi-

emity of Prague, to the number of 100,000 men ftrong. They
formed a jun6lIon near that capital, except the corps commanded
by Keith and Moritz, who remained on the other fide of the Mol-
dau, and fome hours after commenced one of the moft memorable'
battles that ever was recorded in the annals of the world. The
Pruflian army that effeaively came to aftion, confided of 68,000,
and the AuHrian of 76,000 men. The latter flood on fortified

mountams. The avenues to them were fwampy meadows, ditches
full of morafs, very narrov/ ways, and fmall wooden bridges, over
which the foldiers could pafs but one by one. The Auflrian in-
fantry flood quiet in this flrong camp, and the cavalry was out on
foraging parties, when Frederic appeared. Prince Charles now
rccallcdhadlly the foraging troops, who partly fought in their un-
drefs witJi the PrufHans. In fpite of the badnefs of the ground, the
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attack of the PrulTians was conduded with an aflonlihing courage,

Thofe who were obliged to pafs the meadows funk into the morafs

at every ftep; fome regiments fell in to their very knees; it v. as

^ith great trouble they could ^extricate themfelves. In this fituation

they endeavored to aiTift and encourage each other. Several batta-

lions were obliged to leave their cannon behind, though they x^erc

in great want of them. At one o'clock in the afternoon thofe ob.-

{lacles were at laft farmounted, and the Pruflians began ranging

themfelves in order of battle. Without even taking breath after

the great fatigue, they fell impetuoufly on the enemy, v^ho received

them with a terrible difcharge of artillery. The king had given

orders to attack the enemy with fixed bayonets, and not to lofe

time with a mufquet fire ; but the fire from the Audrian artillery

vas fo horridly deftrudive, that humanity put limits to valour.

The PrufTians retreated.

Daring this the cavalry of both armies came likewife to aftion.

The prince of Schoneich, who commanded the Pruffian cavalry,

attacked with a part of his the whole Auftrian cavalry, and over-

turned their firft line : but he was outflanked and repulfed by the

enemy's fecond line. However, the Pruffian cavalry formed itfelf

aaain, received reinforcements, and fell afrefli on the enemy.

The -attack was decifive. The Auftrian cavalry was entirely

overpowered and pufhed upon their own infantry, which thereby

became difordered, and the Pruflian huffars made ufe of that oppor-

tunity to rufh in amongft them andincreafe the confufion.

Field marfhal Schwerin, was, during this, zealoufly occupied

to form the repulfed infantr)- a^ain; and he caufed them to advance

againft the enemy. He difmounted his horfe, put himfelf at the

head of his regiment, and took hold of a ftand of colours, which

in hi- hand was to open the way to vidcory. Tlie Pruflians found

that way ; but their noble leader fell to the ground, killed bythree

mufquet balls. Several Pruffian generals followed this glorious

example, and led their brigades on foot ; Even Prince Henry of

Pruffia leaped from his horfe, and at the head of his brigade forcea

a battery of the enemy. Now the whole PruiTian line fell upon the

Auftrians, who were in great diforder, and whofe wings were

fomewhatfeparated. Frederic made proper ufe of that advantage.

He advanced into the open fpace, and the feparation was complete

cd. The Auftrians now formed two large armies ;
of which the

©ne fled, and the other threw itfelf into Prague. Th^y chofc



40 MILITARY REPOSITORY.

this afylum In hafce, without reflefting on the confequences. How-
e\-er they foon faw the terror of that fituation. They even tried,

the very fame day, to draw thsmfclves out of it again ; but the
Pruflians had occupied all the forties from the town, and forced the
Auftrians back into their confinement.

This was the hiftory of that memorable day, which, on ac-

count of the great armies that fought, the quantity of blood that

was fpilt, the valour flicv/n by both parties, and the confternation

caufed by the defeat, was not unlike that of Rome, The Ro-
man decided the fate of all Italy, Rome alone excepted ; and the

Germ.an would have decided the whole war, if a very infigniiicant

circumfrance, a pair of miferable pontoons, had not determined
the fate of fo many nations. The army of piince Moritz of
DefTau, was on the other fide of Prague, and'on the other fide the
Moldau, over which this general endeavoured to make a bridge,
in order to fall on the enemy in the rear. This river was fwelled ;

they had not provided for that accident, and fome pontoons were
wanting to complete the boat-bridge. Thefe courageous Pruflians

remained, therefore, mere fpeftators of the battle. A few pon-
toons more, and the entire dcftruaion of the great Auflrian army
was not a moment doubtful. This day ^^•ould have been immortal
in the hiflory of the world. In that cafe, there would have been
no battle of Collin, no battle of Hochkirch; in lliort, a hiftory
quite different from that which we now read in the annals of the
eighteenth century. All that Moritz could do, in this difagree-
able fituation, was to cannonade thofe beaten Auftrians, who were
retiring towards the army of Daun.

1 helofs of the Frulnans on that day was ii,coo men killed
and wounded, 1500 were taken prifoners. The Auftrians count-
ed 12000, killed and wounded befides 8000 men, which with
fixty cannon, the treafury of war, and a qu'antity of baggage, fell

into the hands of the conquerors. - From the field of\attle the
king wrote to his mother, *' I and my brother are very vdl; the
Auftrians have loft the campaign, and I have free hands with
150,000 men. We are mafter ofa kingdom, that will afford us
men and money. I fhall fend a part ofmy troops to pay a com-
pliment to the French; with the reft I will purfue the Auftrians."

Bloody as tliis battle was, and great as the expeftations wer&
that all Europe had formed, matters however turned out quite dif-
ferent. This dreadful defeat is therefoi e the more remarkable, on
account of the confequences it did not produce. All the world
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thought the flying Auftrian army v/o&ld be pmfiied and annihi-

lated, and the confined part forced to furrender from hunger and

fire : but the fortune of "war fuddecly difqppeinted the hopes of

the PruiTians* and infpircd their enemies with new courage. At

the battle of Prague each army loft an excellent general. Frede-

ric lamented the death of Shwerin, his tutor in military taftics,

to whofe memory he ere'£l:ed a ftatue at Berlin at tlie end of the

war. Field marflial Brown died of his wounds ; and beheld be-

fore his dillblution the diftrefsflil fcenes which had been exhibited

at Prague.

A whole array w^as now within the walls of this large city.

There were, befides the garrifon of Prague, 50,000 men affem-

bled, among which were all the principal commanders, the princes

of Saxony, the duke of IModena, and even prince Charles of

Lorrain. So powerful an antsy had not been locked up in a city

in that quarter of the globe fince the fiege of Alefia. All the na-

tions of Europe, allied or neutral, expe(5led fcenes of an extra-

ordinary nature. Frederic now blockaded this city, which is ten

miles in circumference, and occupied all the forties with batteries.

1 hey thought at firft, at Vienna, that fo powerful an army as the

Auftrian would foon break the bolt of their prifon; however, all

their vigorous and repeated attempts, though planned \^ith pru-

dence and executed with defperate efforts, were fruitlefs ; and the"

Auftiians, repulfed by numerous batteries, were always obliged ta

return to their allowance of horie ilefn. This was the food of the

blockaded army from the very firft week : artillery and cavalry hor-

fes v/ere butchered, and the flem fold in the beginning for two

pence, and afterwards for four pence per pound. No preparations

were made for fo extraordinar\r an accident : the magazines in the

city were but indifferently filled : the troops in want of every thing,

and 8o,coo inhabitants in danger of perifhing by famine.

Prague v as now regularly befieged, and more and more enclof-

cd. Bombs and red-hot balls were thrown into the city, which

fet many houfes on fire and kept up a continual burning. The

fcreams and lamentations of the inhabitants were h*^rd in the night

time by the PrulTians. i2,oco of the inhabitants were expelled

the city to lelTen the famine, but the cannon balls of the befiegers

drove them back again. After a fiege of three weeks the whole

new town, and the quarter occupied by the Jews, in which were

F
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fevcral ilore-houfes, were reduced to afhes. Many people, who hid
nothing to do with the war, old men, women, and children, were
killed by the bombs, and by the falling in of the houfes. The
confufion in this unhappy city was inexprelTible. The ftreets

were filled with waggons and horfes, the churches with fick and
wounded, and death like a deftrudtive peftilence, committed dread-

ful ravages, among men and beafts.

The clergy, the magiftrates, and the citizens, intreated prince

Charles' eompaflion; which, willing as he was, he could not Ihew
to any eifeft. A capitulation was propofed, and a free departure

required. Frederic was deaf to this offer ; and, in return, f^jig-

gefted terms which they could not accept of. The hope of the

troops, to force their way out of the city, was vanifhed ; and their

reliance on the army of Daun, that flood near Collin, was very

doubtful. Nothing, therefore, remained to the blockaded but to

resign themfelves to their fate.

Such was the critical fituation of the emprefs Maria Therefa.

All the pafTes of her kingdom, Eohemia, tovVards Laufatia and
Vogtiand, towards Saxony and Silefia, were in pofTeflion of the

PrufTians. The flawer of her army, with the principal generals,

blockaded at Prague ; the remainder of her troops defeated, dif-

heartened, and fcattered about in fmall parties, and in want of

fubfirtence in their own country; the capital of Bohemia reduced
to the laft extremity by famine and fire ; the confined army on the

point of furrendering ; and the whole kingdom as well as the ad-

joining Auftrian provinces, approaching to the fate of being fub-

dued by the conqueror. From the fide of Saxony every affift-

ance was cut off, all the Imperial hereditary dominions were open

and expofedto the enemy: even Vienna itfelf was not fecure from

being befieged. The Prufiians, who fince the year 1 741 had been

viftorious in eight battles, without lofing one, were now confidered

invincible, and nothing, was thought impoffible to the king. The
confternation in that capital was therefore beyond defcription ; they

already imagined the victor to be before the gates of that refidence,

and already were means devifed to o-ffer to him peace with great

facrifices.

Frederic himfelf loft that favorable fituation by a precipitate re-

folution, which can be cxcufed only by the danger thatfurrounded

him. The fiege of Prague lafted longer thafi he thought ; he
knew that the Rufiians, the Swedes, the French, and the troops
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of the empire approached his ftates from all parts. Each day was

precious to him. Having never been conquered in the field of

battle, he could not entertain an idea of the poflibility of a defeat.

He left the bert part of his army about Prague "to continue the

fiege, and marched with 32,000 men to attack Field Marfhal

Daun, in order to delude at once every hope of the be-

ficged.

This general came from Moravia with a ftrong army, intending

to join the main army of the Auftrians. On the day of battle, he

was but four German miles from Prague. This was favorable for

thofe Auftrians that fled ; Daun received them, and formed an en-

campmeet of 60,000 ftrong on the mountains near Collin, where

he entrenched himfelf. The cautioufnefs peculiar to this general,

and his limited knowledge of an offenfive war, made it extremely

probable that he would not have undertaken any thing ofnioment,

or at leaft that he would have done nothing effe6live for the deliv-

erance of the befieged, though the orders of his court were very

flrid on that point. Add to this that his troops became difcoura-

ged, the Pruifian name founding terrible In their ears. The duke

of Bevern,who was fent towards him beforehand with 20,000 Pruf-

fians, made ufe of thofe advantages, taking before Daun's eyes fome

corifiderable magazines. The king, at the head of a ftrong corps

of his beft troops, joined at laft the army of the duke of Bevern,

and advanced on the 1 8th of June towards the enemy.

Daun, in the mean while, had altered his pofitlon; one of his

lines ftood on the declivity, the other on the fummit of the moun-

tains. Before his front were villages, ravins and perpendicular

heights, partly infurmountable : a numerous artillery, which made a

tremendous fire, feemed to put limits to any attack, However

it was executed, after the king had turned that poft,. with a cou-

rage never excelled by any nation upon earth, and which filled the

enemy with aftoniftiment. This great day was worthy of the

Pruffian name. Since the battle of Arbela, where, on the fields of

Perfia, Grecian tacllcs decided the fate of numerous kingdoms,

perhaps herolfm and warlike fklll, were never united to a higher

degree. The Prufllans attacked the enemy feven times, although

very advantageouily pofted, and when the terrible fhcwer of b;»ll?

overturned every thing, and conftantly repulfed the battalions, it

was not as if they gave way; but only fell back, in order to rally

and renew the attack. Fidl of warlike enthufiafm, they fcrambled
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over the heaps of the llain, as over hillocks of earth. Not valor

or fldll, but accidents, decided the fate of this memorable day.

'i he Pruffians gained feveral important advantages ; the enemy's

right wing was defeated, the cavalry there polled was overturned,

and Daim thought already of retreating. The adjutant haftened

with the orders for that purpofe, from wing to wing, when the fcale>

in which the fate of men and empires is decided, fuddenly and un-

expectedly preponderated to Frederic's difadvantage. The wife

difpoiition of his army was not executed. One of his beft generals

broke the line, induced by military ardor ; he flopped with his

battalions at a time, when, without fighting, he fliould have moved

forwards with the whole war-machine, in an infcp arable connec-

tion. The Pruffian army became thereby a falfe «dire6lion, and

fome Sasion regiments of cavalry that were with Daun's army, an4

who burnt with ardor to cope with the Pruffians, broke their line

without v/aiting for orders, and fell upon the enemy.

1 ill the battle of ColHn, where the high difcipiine of the troops

kept pace with their valour, it was an invariable principle am.ong

all nations renowned in war, that if the cavalry can by any means

penetrate into the infantry, the latter have no other alternative but

to fly, to prevent imprifonment or death. Here they fuifered

entire fquadrons of Saxon horfe to penetrate ; and in the midH of

that tumult ofmen and horfe, which threatened death and deflrudion,

whole Pruffian regiments formed clofe fquares, with an allonifhing

prefence of mind and charged the enemy in platoons with an admi-

rable order, as if they were on the place of exercife. Confined

within thofe living walls, thatfpread deftruftion, horfe and men fell

in crowds, and formed hills of flain. Thofe courageous fquad-

rons faw nothing but certain death before them. But more caA'al-

ry came to their affi (lance, attacking the Pruffians at once in front

and rear, fo that they were at laft forced to yield to numbers. The
Saxons were eager after vengeance. The defeat which they ex-

perienced twelve years before, in conjunftion with the Auftrians In

Siiefia, where the fate of the Saxons was fo mournful, was fllll in

the memory of thofe warriors; and hence many cried out, whilfl:

their fwprds cut down eveiy thing before them, *' This is for Stri-

** gau!'' All that their fwords could reach were cut to pieces or

taken prifoners. Among the former were Frederic's life guards,

confiiHng of a thoufandof his ablcft men, brought up in the mili-

tary fchool of Potfdam and richly provided with military ambition.

They fought till every man was killed; and the bloody field was
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covered with their bodies. Therelii's g#nerals beheld the flain

Pruflians v/iththe fame fenfations which animated Pyrrhus on be-

holding the flain, v/hen he firft fought with the Roman legions.

The PrufTians left the field of battle to the Auftrians. It was

,cvenmg ; and a part of the Pruffian army, which had conquered,

made therafclves ready to encamp, and to celebrate the vidory.

Some regiments of horfe were even on the point of unfaddling,

when the dreadful news reached them, that the battle was lofh, and

that they were to retreat. This retreat of Frederic, with baggage

and artillery, was effected with fo much military prudence that the

great exploits of the day \veie outilione thereby. The enemy, to

whom a Pruffian retreat from the field of battle was a profped en-

tirely new, calmly beheld this fpedacle, and fuffered Frederic to

retreat uninterrupted in good order. His lofs was 11,000 men.

The Auftrians counted 90GO killed and wounded. Only 43

pieces of cannon fell into their hands.

( To he conUnued. )

Relation of CHARLES XII. King of Sweden, lehg taken

Pnfoner at Varniza, near Bender.

Having never found a clrcumftantial account, in the EngHfh

language, of this extraordinary defence of a houfe, ive here re^

late it from Lieutenant General Steel, who was prefent with the

king in that af^dr. It is tranflated from the Swedifh Bibliotheque

into French, and here, froni the Encyclopedic Militaire (Decem-

ber 1772) into Eagliih.

After the Turks and Tartars had blockaded the houfe in which

the king was, for three weeks, they refolved to florm it. They

fired at it with cannon, the firft of February, 1713, and attacked

the intrenchments at the fame time. They had juft ended divme

fervice when the attack began : each ran, at the firfl fhot, inftantly

to his pofl and the king mounted his hoife, and hallencd to the re-

doubt, which fome Swedes defended with great vigour. Notwlth-

ftanding this, they were all taken prifoners, and the king only

cfcaped.

He waspurfaed to the very houfe, rmd nothing but his valour

faved him. He did not difmount till he came before the door of
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his apartment, within the court-yard. Mr. Roofe intreate d him
to enter, " .Vo," fald the king, / -jjillftay here, andfee what the

" Turks intend to do,'* But, as they did not ceafe firing at him^

Mr. Roofe endeavoured to perfuade him to go In. He would

not; but wanted, abfokitely, to jump through a windoiv, into an

outer court, on the other fide, where many thaufand Turks kept

up a terrible fireagainft the houfe, whilft others had forced feveral

-windows, and fought with the .Sv/edes, in the faloon, and in the

apartments below. When the king perceived this, nothing could

retain him ; Mr. Roofe caught hold of him by the fword-belt, but

the king unbuckled it, and got from him ; Mr. Roofe caught hold

of him again, and threw his arms round him, faying, with warmth,
** Aow your majejlyJhaU not efcape mc." Two Swedes came to

the affiftance of Roofe, and drew the king into the apartment,

which fome others immediately barrlcadoed. The king then got

i^to the faloon, in which, as before mentioned, they were fighting.

The apartment was full of Turks, and it was fonie time before

they could drive them out. Some were killed, and others took,

flight, through the windows and the doors, The king placed

then, five or fix men before erery window, and, In this manner,

he withftood, with a handful of men, an army of Turks and

Tartars, for eight hours. He went from one room to another,

and animated his men to a vigorous defence ; carrying them
powder and balls in his hat. Even from the killed, he took the

ammunition they had about them, apd divided it amoHg the

living.

Vv^hllft he was thus occupied, he went Into an adjoining apart-

ment, and fhut the door behind him ; the next to this was the

apartment of Marfhal Duben, which, from want of men, could not

be occupied. Mr, Roofe, being informed that they had loft the

king, werit In fearch of him ; fcarce was the door of the faid apart-

ment opened, when he faw the king fighting v/ith three Turks.

Roofe inftantly fliot one of them, who had his back towards the

door. The king did not perceive this till the man fell ; he could

fcarce know Mr. Roofe for the fmoke ; he looked at him, without

faying a word, and cut one of the Turks to pieces. The third du-

ring this, was killed by Mr. Roofe's fecond piftol. " Jre you

noWi* f^id the king to Roofe, <' come to my ajjlflance? Ifee you
have not forgot me.'' This faying, he wiped away the blood which
ran from the wounds, he received from the Turks, and enquired
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after his other people whom he thought had left him ; but, learn-

ing they were moftly killed or taken prifoners, he faid : " Let m
** fww occupy the faloon only.'^ The Turks had endeavored, du-

ring this, to force the windows, but were repulfed ; they now ap-

proached with moveable parapets, filled v/ith dung, which they

jfhoved before them upon wooden machines. Thefe machines were

made fo that they could ftand behind them and fire. They ap-

proached in this manner, without much lofs, but were forced, by

the fire of the Swedes, to quit thefe machines. The cannonade

continued, however, uninterrupted, but this, alfo, could decide no-

things the building being very ftrong.

Towards evening they began to throv/ combuftibles, and fire

red hot balls. This, likewife, had no effe^:. At laft the Turks

brought to that fide of the building where Mr. De Duben*s apart-

ment was, and which was not occupied, a quantity of (Iraw, fet

it on fire, and thus fet the houfe on fire alio. The Swedes fcarce

perceived this, when the king took fome men with him, and en-

deavoured to extinguifh the fire ; but, when they opened the door,

in order to go up ftairs, they found themfeives in the midft of

flames, and fome of the Swedes had their faces and clothes burnt.

The king ordered the roof of the houfe to be pulled down ; but

as there were no inllruments neceffary for fuch a work, they

could not do it. At laft they were obliged to quit this intention^

and the more fo, becaufe the Turks fired continually at the place

where the Swedes ftood, with cannon and fmall arms. During

this, the fire had fpread fo far, that the king and the reft were ob-

liged to run through it, covering their faces \vith their clothes,

to prevent their being burnt. Even tht faloon, the chief place of

defence, was alfo on fire. The king now v/anted to defend himfelf

in another apartment, that had not caught fire, faying: " Let us go
'* in my hed-room; there ive can clefmcl ourfehes.^^ Scarce had he

fpoke thefe words, when he faw four Turks approach him ; though

continually fighting with his fword, he took the carbine from Mr.
Roofe, and (hot the firft with it, who fell ; but the others approach-

ing nearer; Mr. Roofe intreated the king not to expofe himfelf,

but, as the king did not pay any attention to his advice, Mr. Roofe
ran between the king and the window; where the Turks approach-

ed, and fired their piftols. A ball grazed Mr. Roofe's head ; he

fell into the arms of the king, but foon recovered ; whilft the three

Turks were killed by the Swedes. The Turks now undertook

another llorm, but in this alfo were repulfed.
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During all this, the fire fpread every where through the wain-

fcot and doors, and they were obUged either to get out of the room

or peri(h. They accordingly jumped into the court, which was

filled with the enemy. The king cried: " Courage ^ let us defend

Gitrfelvcs as long as <we can, let the confequence be as it mayJ^

They now placed their backs againft the wall of the houfe, in

which pofition they fought defperately, for an hour ; but, the roof

falling in; " Folloiv me^ to the chancery ,^^ cried the king, and

doubled his flrcps, with an intention, if poffible, to get through the

Tuiks ; but, unfortunately, his fpurs entangled together; he fell,

and the Turks got upon him, and upon all the reft of the Sv. edes,

and they were taken prifoilers. This was at eight o'clock in the

evening.

ExtraB;from an Order Bool of an American Colonel^ who 'was taken

Prifoner in the Battle of FlatlvjJj, Lovg Ijland.

Order of General Washington.
Neiv-Tork, Aug, 23, 1776.

1 HEAR the enemy is arrived at Long liland, and approaches

every hour nearer. The honor and fuccefs of the army, and the

good of our bleeding country, depend on our condud:.

Remember, officers and foldiers, that you are a free people

fighting for blefTed liberty—that flavery will be the lot ofyou and

your following generations, if you do not conduct yourfelves like

men. Remember, how your cruel deftruftors have laughed at your

courage and zeal, though they know from experience at Bofton,

Charleftown, and other places, what a few, v-ho voluntarily fight

in their country's caufe, can do againft mercenary troops. Be

compofed, yet firm: fire not at too great a diftance, but wait for the

command of your officers. It is the command of the general that

thofe, who fecrete themfclves, lie down or retreat without orders,

fl^iallbe inftantly fliot for the example of others. He hopes there

is no fuch coward in the army, but on the contrary, that every man

is refolved, either to conquer or die; and that he will fight, fure of

the approbation of God, in fo juft a caufe, with courage nnd firmnefs.

7'hofe who diftinguiffi themfelves by a good condud, may be certain

of reward, and fure of being diftinguifhed. If they imitate their

countrymen in other American virtues, the general doubts not but

that they will fave their country by a glorious viiflory, and acquire

immortal honor.
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to the liditoil op the military repository.

Sir,

As it will, no doubt, be agreeable to your plan, to collect the

portraits of the mofl: ciiilinguilhed military char?.t5L?rs in our country,

I fend you a Hcetch of one, who ranks high in the fcale of pubhc

opinion, not only for the part he a'iled during the war of inde-

pendence, butalfo for his late brilliant fucceffes againft the confe-

derate Indians and Britiili at the Rapids of the Miamis. I could

have wilhed that this produ6l of a few hours amufement had been

rendered more perfed and pleaiing to the eye of a true artift ; but

the unfinifhed ftate of the original from which this was taken, and

the want of fufhcient practice in the executor have prevented ;

however, he conceives it will be gratifjang to feme, to be prefented

even with the caricature of a man of fuch extraordinary Ikill and

undaunted courage. While we deprecate the horrors ofan Indian

v/ar; while we revere the characters of thofe men, who, in times

paft, encountered the fevered trials, and braved death in every

fhape, in order to eftablifh our freedom and independence, the

Hero of Stoney-Point, and the Vidor at the Rapids of tlie Mia^

mis, will not be forgotten.

January 35/Z', l']C)6. W.

ON THE INTERNAL DEFENCE OF FORTS.

iVlAJOR Greneral Bernhard Virgin who has the fuperintendency

of the fortifications in Sweden, has in his work entitled * La de-

fenfe da places mlfes en equlUbre avsc hs attaquss favantes et furteufes

d'au jourdhu'i^ given a more full and fatisfadory account of the

manner in which forts ought to be defended, than ever was done

before. His plans and remarks for putting forts in fuch a ftate,

that they may refift a fuperior force as long as poffible, are new, and

merit the attention of every engineer who v/ifiies to rife in his pro-

feflion.

la my opinion, therefore, I cannot render my readers a more

acceptable fervice, than to give them the outlines of the work. It

is divided into two' parts.

G
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The iirft part treats of the errors coriimltted in the modern

fyftein of fortification; of the ufe and prefervation of cannon and

mortr.rs in forts—and of the choice ofpkces proper to be fortified,

with general remarks on the manner in which forts ought to be

conitruc^ed.

The fecond pa: t fliews how to fortify a fquare, whofe (ides arc

two hundred toizes and treats of the different modes of eredting

fortrcfles

The mofl: impoilant articles of this work, fliall be given in this

repoGtory w ith occafional liriftures. I mean to begin with the

introdu<5tion- to the firil part, becaufe the author there relates many

important truths with great candour. General Virgin who has

written the above work, is now far advanced in age, and waS pre-

fent at no lefs than eight fieges in 17^5 and 1746 in the war af

the Lev/ Countries.

SUMMARY OF THE FIRST PART.

It has been a general remark for this century pall, that forts ne-

rer hold out long. Count Pagan, in a treatife written fo long ago

a.s the year 1645, ori the conftruftion of forts, obferves, that all

Europe v/as furprifed at the little refinance they were able to make ;

riiat the ftrongeft fort could not hold out longer than a month or

hs. v/ceks, and yet no one had thought it worth while to endeavor'

to remedy an evil, upon which the fafety of a ftate often fo much

depended. The engineers of the prefent century merit alfo cen-

fure, in not having paid forae attention to the art of conflrudling

and defending forts, as well as that of attacking them ; the latter

is brought to a very great degree of perfsction, whilil the former

has been totally neglected*.

The antient mode is IHll adopted in the confi:ru6Lion of forts

as well as in the repair of old ones; the abfurdity of vvhlch, though

formerly in great vogue, has been confirmed by fubfequent experi-

ence. ^ The mode of attack, befides, has been fufceptible of im-

provements unknown to our anceftors. Thefe improvements have

been fo rapid, that the (Irongeft fortrefifes have been.obliged to open

their gates in the courfe of a fev/ weeks to the befegers. For in-

fiance, Odend, Mons and Namur, three of the flrongefl garrifonS

in the Aurtrian Netherlands, which were taken after a fliort flegc

in the years of i 745, and 1746.

It is the nature of the art of attack, that its progrefs can go on

more rapidl}'-, and fooncr attain perfection, than the ait of defence;
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t»r, in the courfe of one campaign, v/e may take three, four, or
more fortified places. Faults, therefore, committed in the fiegc of
the firfl;, may be repaired in thofe of the fucceeding ones. Should
the war continue for any time, it is excellent means of improving
m the art of befieging, witiiout being expofed to fuffer a heavy lofs.

Quite different is the internal defence of any place. Forts alrea-

dy conftruded, cannot eafily be altered or converted. For this

purpofe, very coafiderable fums are neceFary, befides more time
and labour than political circumftances will fometimes permk. The
defence, therefore, remains imperfed, as the works will not hold
out againft a regular and obftinate fiege. With this evil another is

connected of no lefs importance. The art of defending our mo-
dern imperfea: works, as far as their fituation allov/s them to be de-

fended, is not eafily to be acquired ; becaufe the engineers who are

not killed during the fiege, are made prifoners with the garrifon,

and eonfequently cannot be employed in defending any other place.

The knowledge, therefore, they may have acquired in the firfl

place, wherein they have been befieged, they can neither apply nor

bring to further perfeaion. Thefe are the impediments which
have o-ccafioned the art of defending fortreffes to be fo very im-
perfed. It is not, therefore, furprizing that places do not hold out
longer, and that they are feldom or ever well defended. And
this is, in no fmall degree, conneded with the beft method of for--

tifymg poih or garrifons. For if it was equally well known how
to defend a place that is befieged, as it is, how to attack it to the

greateft advantage, the art of fortifying any place w.ouid fcon atr

tain its utmoft point of perfection.

It feems, however, that thofe only, v. ill bring the art of defend-

ing forts to this viflied-for perfeftion, who have attained the

greateft Ikill in the attack of forts. For before a place can

be well fortified, it fhould 'be known hov/ it can be beft attacked.

But it is very fingular, that the greateft mafters in the art of attack

have not been fo fortunate in their manner of fortifying ; which,

for inftance, the new fyftem adopted by Vauban, at Landau and
New Brifac, (two forts in Alface) clearly Ihews. The baron de

Landftserg is likewife an engineer of no lefs celebrity, who pofteft-

cd in the art of attacking forts a judgment confirmed by experi-

ence. Though his principles for his nev/ manner of fortifying are

cxccilent, their application feems liable to many obftacles. In the

courfe of this work, reafon will be given why thefe nev/ modes of
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fortifying are not to be held up as perfed fyftems of fortification^.

It may be aflced whether it is abfolutely neceffary to have been en-

gaged in the defence of forts to invent a new and more perfect man-

ner of fortifying them. It is true the fiege of Landau, fo much

celebrated in hiitory, which continued liear three years, was the

means of Reinfierns giving to the world his incomparable fyfleni

of fortification. But it is equally certain that Mallet and Schetier,

who v/ere prefent at that nege, havejn their rules for the defence

of forts, given nothing new on the lubje^^l:.

Whatever experience we may have in befieging and in being be-

fieged, or whatever praftical knowledge we may have acquired by

the number of new forts erefted, thefe v/ili never lead to any thing

excellent, if not aided by a creative genius who can labour with

indefatigable induftry, who can throw av.ay the yoke of prejudice,

and difregard the path in which his predeceflbrs have uniform-

ly trodden. Neither muft he fct too great value on the firft pro-

duction of his genius which would infallibly lock up the door to all

future enquiries.

But ^' here (hall we find fo fertile a genius, bleffed with fuch

talents? Who will be anfw arable, that he {hall not be looked upon

as an enthufiaft, by the military vulgar, who vociferate like geefe

at the appearan;ce of every novelty?

Until fuch an exalted genius Ihail appear, we will do all in our

power to labour for the prefent age, and that of an impartial pof-

terity. All progrefs in the fciences is attained but by flow degrees,

and little is performed at the firfl: outfet. We will, however, try

to be fortunate enough to contribute fomething at leail: for the

amelioration of the internal defence of forts.

Very confiderable alterations will be necefi'ary in the prefent

fydem of fortification, to prevent the danger accruing to a ihtc,

by the fpcedy furrender of its forts, if they may be fo termed.

Times have changed, and Machiavel and found reafon teach us,

that we alfo (hould change our fyflem not to be unfortunate.

The invention of gun-po\yder, of bombs, of the manner of

firing cannon with balls, a rizochds, (i. e.) balls which continue

bounding after they touch the ground, and the fecure manner in

which trenches are opened, have given fuch a decided fuperiority,

pver the fyflem of defence ; that if means are not found to refifl:

force with force, to oppofc fubtility by fubtility, and overpower fliill

?V^;'ith a greater degree of fiiill, our forts will, in a fliort time, be of
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no more fervlce than the common walls round a town. Cf what

ufe are fuch forts as will fcarce hold out as many days as they have

coft millions to conftru6l them ? What advantage do they offer

if an enemy can in a fingle campaign, take half a dozen of them

only with detachn^ents from the main army ? In this manner, more
' provinces are loft in one campaign, where Icarce a lingle fort ought

to have been taken. Ofuend and Candia have fuilained fieges of

from two to three years continuance. But if fortreffes are to be

ilirrendered to an enemy every three weeks with feveral hundred

pieces of cannon; if the enemy, in the courfe of a campaign bytaking •

of thefe forts, makes a whole army prifoners; if this is followed by

the laying wafte of the ftate, and the lofs of thoufands of its beil fub-

je6ls ; it may be aiked where is the advantage of fuch forts ? To

what end tend the enormous expences for their confiriidlion and

repairs ? Obftinately to perfiu in the erefting of them, muft be fol-

io wed by the deftruflion of the army and the impoverlfhment of

the ftate, in having furniihed fuch ufeiefs expences for its own fab-

yerfion and defolation.

It is not here intended to declaim 'again ft the ufe of forts in ge-

neral. Forts fhould be erected, but fuch only as deferve that namcp

A finc^le one ought to be able to fet limits, dunng a whole cam-

paign, to the progrefs of the mod; powerful army. This is not fo

difficult as might at firft be imagined ; and it is v/hat we fhali take

upon us to explain, with fuch perfpicuity as clearly to convince all

thofe whofe minds are not biaffed by prejudice, and who poffefs the

previous knowledge neceffary to form a right judgment on the

fubjea:.

But before we proceed^ it will be neceilary to remark that the

Ihorttime which forts have held out, mud: not always be attributed

to their not being well conftrufled ; ^r it b. too true, that in fpite

of any errors in this refpe»51', which we fliall examine into more crir

tically, in the fequel, there are many forts that might have held

out much longer, had the perfons to whom their defence was com-

mitted had the knowledge and experience necefHiry. To know

whether a fort has been well or ill defended, the follovv'ing circum-

llances will decide. Firfl, has the fort been well provided with

vl6luals and ammunition ? Was the garrifon ftrong enough to occu-

py all the Works, or did the number of the garrifon bear no pro-

portion to the extent of the fortrefs? V/as the garrifon compofed

of veteran troops inured to the fervlce, \^ ho f\;pport the fatigues and
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hcirdfliips of a fiege with unremitting labor? Or was it wholly

made up of the worf!: of troopr., of deferters ? What was the cha-

racter of the governor? Was he a man vvhcfe courage grows warm
with danger, or one vihofe head and heart fail on the fmalleil: re

yerfe of fortune ? Were there engineers in the fort who knew how
to defend one, or v/as its defence entruftcd to thofe whofe ne plus

ultra was the fcience of driihng a recruit? To underfland the art of

defending a fortrefs to the laft extremity, is the only way by which

in theprefcnt age, an officer can Immortalize his reputation.

Few officers ever attain to the rank of lieutenant general, and

if they fhould once be fo fortunate to beat the enemy at fome fa-

Tourabie moment, the glory of the aftion foon dies away. But
the cafe is widely different in underftanding how to defend well

a fortrefs. More knowledge more fortitude, more lading cou-

rage is required in conducing this latter objed, than to come off

vidorious in a fldrmifli or even in a general engagement. It is true

the firfl arrangement or plan of the battle is the work of the frenc-

ral, but the refult is that of chance. Excellent as the meafures

may have been which the general has taken, one lucky or unlucky

inflant is often fuffixient either for gaining a vidlory or for an ar-

my*s being routed. At a fiege we are for months with our ene-

mies in vle^AV Every advance which they make is attended with

danger and the lofs of their beft troops. Then only, if they con-

yert the fort Into a heap of rubblfh, if they demoillli the houfes.

If the whole garrifon is burled under the falling materials It is

allowed for the enemy to raife their ftandard on the ruins. -[Sec

an acccfmi ofthef.cge of Ehno in the hi/lory of the knights of Malta.)

It has not w^ithout reafon, therefore, been afierted that the colonel

of a corps of engineers to whom the defence of a fort is entruftecj,

may acquire infinitely more glory ; than a field-marfhal, who has

the honour to command under his fovereign the firfl line in a day of
battle, and wdiofe name will foon fink into eternal oblivion, whilil

the names of the glorious defenders of Grave, of Mentz. and of

Ivolberg, will be recorded In military annals to the lateil pofle-

rity. Perhaps a time will come when flatues fliall be ercfled to

the valiant defenders of a fortrefs, as well as to the field-marflial,

who with the colors in his hand, dies the glorious death of a hero.

I could demonflratc, remarks general Virgin, by the hiftory of

the eight flcges at which I was prefent in the years 1745 and.

1746, were I difpofed to make critical remarks, how feldom forts

are well defended. The artillery In thofe tov/ns was neither fuffi-
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dently covered, nor was it diftributed in thcfe parts where it

could be ufed to mofl advantage. It is true, a brilk fire was, at

ikft made upon the beficgers, but this the enemy foon filenced, and

the entrenchments were afterwards fufFered to go on with Httle or

no oppofition. I have myfelf feen the flippers digging in the

trenches in broad day-light, without one fliot being liied on them

from the fort, in order to make the men ceafe working. This

made the enemy fo bold, that they carried on the entrenchments

without the leaft apprehen-fion, and with much greater rapidity

than they otherv/ife could have done. 'i he aim of the befiegers

was not difcovered till it was too late to counteract them. The

hedeged were furprifed at the breaches that were made, which

tliey did not occupy and therefore defended them badly. Much
might he faid on the many crrca's committed by thole who had the

defence of thofe places. I touch upon them only to Ihew

that the fudden furrcnder of a fort muft not ab.vays be attributed

to the prefent mode of fortifying. It is in vain to exped a fort

will hold out to the laft extremity, however well conitruCled, if

thofe who h^ve the command of it, are not men ofildll and expe-

rience. How can a general who was never before at a fiege, and

afiifled by engineers of as little experience as himfelf, defend a fort

againft an artful and able attack ? Profound knov/ledge, and not a

little experiencCj are necefTary to fill with honor the po(l: of com-

manding officer in a befieged fort. Such kind of officers are not

every where to be met v« ith. To defend a fortrefs well, fays

Cohorn, requires as much fl<:ill as to ereft one. To compenfate as

much as poffibier for the want of able men, there fhoald be, in every

fort, written inftructions, explaining how it may be bed defended,

Thefe indruelions fliould be drawn up by an able officer, and

remain fealed up till the fort is befieged. In this manner there

would ffill be much judgment required, to execute the plan that

had been laid down ; but a man of genius or information would

always be able at leaft to derive from it ferae utility.

The commanding oflicer of a fort has ilill further means of

acquiring knowledge on the beft means of defending a place, by

reading the accounts of the fieges it has already fuflained, and

remarking the mode in which it was formerly attacked. It would
be unpardonable in an officer who would not endeavour to acquire

fuch knowledge, efpecially ifthofe accounts had long been publilh-

fd to the world. If the governor of Namur, when that city was

befieged in the year 1746, had read the critical remarks of the
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marquis de Fcuquiere, on the fiege of that 'place in 1695, ^*

would foon have difcovered the intention of the belieger, who made

a breach in the horn-v/crk before St. Nichoias's-gate, by which'

they entered and furprifed the garrifon on that fide.

At this latter fiege the very fame flratagem was made ufe of

that had been practifed in a former one. The counterfcarp was

ftormed from the froat of the horn-work, and troops v ere at the

fame time fent along the Meufe to a place which joins to the

wing of the horn-work. At laft thefe tioops penetrated a breach

made by the batteries on this part from the othei* fide of the river.

By this feint, thofe v/ho were defending the horn-work were at-

tacked in the flank, and four or five hundred men were thus cut

oft ficm the town and made prifoners. The taking of the horn-

v/ork foon followed by that of the town as a neceffary confequence.

Upon the Dutch officers who were taken prifoners being intro-

duced to marfhal Lowendahl, one of them faid to him with no

fmall degree of fimplicity :
** We did not think, marfhal, you

would have attacked us in that quarter f to which the general,-

laughing, replied; '• I beg your pardon, gentlemen, for not having

given you notice before hand of the fide on which I meant to

attack you."

It is very amazing, that in fuch an important fortrefs as Namur,

which pafied under the infpeftion of Vauban and Cohom, thofe

weak places on the borders of the Meufe near St. Nicholas's-gate

have not been put into a better ftate of defence. The front of the

horn-work fhould be fo conftruded, that it could not be taken in

flcink, and this is the more neceffary, as the fortrefs has been feve-

ral times gained by that means.

There are no obftacJes to prevent this being acconiplifhed. It

would be a work worthy of an able engineer, who pofTefies a tho-

rough knowledge both of the art of attacking and that of entrench-

ing fcrtreifes. If he di(i not pofTefs both thefe, he would never

accomplifh the objed;. With refpe(5l to the defence of forts, it

Would be a very inflruaive work, if exact and regular journals

were publifaed in every fortrefs that were befieged, of all the orders

that were given from tiirte to time, and the different manoeuvres

of the enemy. 1 hofe written by Landfberg are excellent in

their kind; what makes them fo valuable, are the critical remarks

of that able engineer on the differerirt faults committed in the fieges

at which ht was prefcnt.



MiLrrARY REPOSITORY . 5

7

•— ..,.-.

This would make us amends for the want of fulTicicnt informa-

tion refpeding any fingJe parts of a good defence, which is to he

fought for in vain, in the writings of engineers. 1 he brilliancy

of an attack fecms to have infpired them with a kind of enthufi-

afm and their memoranda and prefcriptions on that part of the art

of war are abundantly ample. But of the defence of forts, they

fpeak only in general terms, as if a brave defence was not equally

meritorious with a fpirited attack; nay, I will aver it is dill more

fo : becaufe it is more honourable to have withftood afuperior pow-

er with lefs force, than to contend with equal (Irength. Befides

juftice is more frequently on the fide of him who defends ; yet the

dodrine of the defence efforts has never been fo fully laid down,

as that of the attack. Vcmhan^ in his treatife on the attack and

defence of fortifications, dwelt very fuperficioufly on the latter.

To aid the attack, it was he who invented the ricochet-^o\.^y which

are fo deftru6ti%^e to guns of the enemy. But he thought fo little

of the art of defence in forts, that he propofcd no means of obvi-

ating the fatal effedls of thefe (hots. Yet thefe means are very

Cmple, and confift only in raifing the outward angles of the works,

which would in other refpeds be very ufeful, and in crofs walls

at different di fiances on the ramparts of the work.

It is very furprifing that we fliould have been fo long expofed

to the deflrudive powers of this artifice; which owed its invention

andfuccefs to the carelefTnefs of engineers in conflrucling their forts,

and the ill confequence of vv^hich might have been obviated by the

moft fimple means. No doubt Vauhan had his reafons for not

immediatly publifiiing tliefe counter-means. Mofu probably -he did

not like to ftifle in its birth this invention of the ricochets which

gave him fo great a name, and to which he was indebted for hav-

ing taken fo many forts. Befides, he fet out with this invention

at a time when all the firft heads in France v/ere filled v/ith the

fpirit of conquefl:, it is not therefore, fo very aflonifliing, that he

fhould be fo refeived in laying down rules for a defenfive fyftem

of fortification.

Although our mofl celebrated engineers who have v/ritten on

the fcience of fortifications have left no inflrudions as to the beft

means of defending forts, they l-uive not been deficient in laying

down a multiplicity of rules for making them as impregnable as

poGlble. But unfortunately, fcarce anv tv.-o writers agree in their

H
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fentlnients on this fubject. Each endeavours to convince the pub-

lic that his fyftem of foitificatton is preferable to that of others.

Hence have arif^n literary contefts to the detriment of the fcience,

which the public has imagined to be founded on no fixed and

certain principles. To be eni.blcd to form any judament in mat-

ters of this kind requires a very general knowledge of fortification

as a fcicRce, aided by long experience in the pradical part ; that is

in having been prefent at the attack as well as at the defence of
different fortrefTes. Even to underfland the very terms ufed in

fortification fome knowledge is neceffary. It is in vain to attempt

to explain to a blind perfon the doctrine of colours ; nor can the

beft reafoning upon any fubjcd convince one who has no know-

ledge of the matter propoled to him. Neither kings nor their

miniflers have the leifure to examine into the different fyftems of

fortification. Even generals enter into this examination no further

than as it refpefls the defence of the country, and the pL.ces mod
proper to be fortified. 1 he arrangement and creflion of the

v/orks is what they never look into. And if there be fome v/hofe

vanity may prompt them, although they never were at any fiege,

to expatiate on the attack and defence of forts, fuch perfons, if.

allowed to interfere in thefe matters, only make the evil flill worfe.

But fhould they have ever been prefent at the attack or defence of

any forts, and thereby acquired praclical knowledge and experi-

ence in the different manoeuvres, they then may be allowed to form

fome opinion on the manner in which they may be beft con(lru6led.

Even the advice of an engineer whofe knowledge is all theory^

and who never has been prefent at any fiege, is little to be depend-

ed on.

Speckle and afterwards Cohoni mention an anecdote that Is well

worth relating, which happened at the time of building the fort at

Antwerp, during the reign of Charles the V. This monarch had

fome very good generals; altiiough they v/ere bad engineers. How-
ever, the engineer to whom the eredion of the fort was entrufled,

found himfeif obliged to fubmit to their ditedtions, contrary to his

own judgment. Of this the Emperor afterwards repented very

much, as the remarkable exprcilion he made ufe of at the time fuf-

ficiently teftifics. The abfurd directions given in conil;ru(Sing the

fort by thofe generals, is the caufe of Its wenkncfs at this prefent

period, and in the year 1746 obliged the garrifon to evacuate It,

and confined their fole exeitluns to the defence of the citudeL
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The reply m.ide by Charks V. is given in the i Sth page o^Spechk's

Treatife on the architecture of Forts, pubhlhed at Strafburg in

1 61 9, and, hkewife, in the introduiflion to Cchorn^s new fyflern of

fortification pubhflied at Wefel in 1 706.

It feldora or ever therefore happens, that Sovereigns make a

vife choice in thofe fyfterns of fortification they adopt. "And no-

thing but calamities are to be expelled from thofe, who, puffed up

with the vain conceit of polfeffing the theory- of this fcience, think

that alone fnfficicnt to form theii decifions on whatever may occur.

This naturally makes an engineer, ho\;vever jfldlful and confident

in the rules of his art,cautious and circumfped in contradicting or

thwarting the v> ill of his Sovereign, or his Miniders.

I will not here make any remarks on the cuftom of free dates to

examine and deliberate upon the plans of fortification that are laid

before them. It muft be obvious to every one, how inaccurate

will be their decifion, which reds on the opinions ofthe Commit-

tees they appoint, not one of v/hich are oftentimes engineers, and

fometimes not two thirds of them holding any milit:-ry office. De-

liberations formed on the refult of fuch committees muif neceffarily,

at the bed, be inaccurate.

It io therefore expedient, for the Sovereigns, as well as for re-

publican governments, that all improvem.ents in fortification diould

be entrufted to engineers alone of approved experience, zeal, and

fidelity. Their honour is too much concerned, and the danger of

lofing their employments, fnould their labours not be crowned

with fuccefs, is alone fuuicient to make them exeit themfelves to

their utmolf, in the difcharge of their duty. But diould they not

anfwer the public expeftation, what matters it whether the date be

ill ferved by their engineers or by others ? The form.cr at lead are

not Hkely to commit fuch great errors as the latter, who are with-

out experience, and therefore cannot be called upon to account

for their conduct in this refpedl, like the engineers who are mod
imquedionably liable to a dri^ examination.

From what has been laid down, we may draw the follov/ing con-

clufions ; fird, that it is not always the faultof the engineers, that forts

are not better defended ; nor does it altogether arife from a defed:

in the modern fydem of fortification, and uant of ficill in thofe

who were appointed Governors of the fort. In thefecond place,

the plans to be adopted in ereding any new forfitifications do not

always depend on the ability and judgment cf the engineer, but on
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the will and pleafure of thofe who are at the headcf affairs, who

will oftentimes difmifs the abWl and bell concerted plan.

In thefe two indances, the engineers (land fuWj exculpated.

Tut there is another circumflance in which they jufUy merit cen-

iure, and that is refpe(51ing an error of as long (landing as the 'time

in which the towers built by our anceilors were transformed into

baflions.

The invention of cannon and mortars wliich followed that

of powde?, made this change indifpenfably necelTary, in order to

oppofe to fach terrible andindantaneous engines of general deflruc-

tion, flrong and folid bodies which would not only make a power-

ful refinance, but alfo enable the fime means to be made ufe of hi

defending forts, as were em.ployed in getting pofTeflion of them.

This end feemed beft anfv/ered by the invention of baflions, and

ilie engineers have been for thefe tVv^o centuries continually labour-

ing to bring them to greater perfedion. It muft be admitted, that

there were faificient reafons for changing the ancient fyflem of

fortification, but the inventors of the modern, are cenfured for

having overlooked the intentions of our ancedors, and for neglect-

ing thofe excellent principles v/hich guided them, and are as cffen-

tialat theprefent inftant, as they were in former times. It is to this

want of a proper application of the principles of our anceflors,

that we may attribute our not being able to repair any breaches

made in the principle ramparts, and that our forrs are fo much

cxpofed to their being taken by furprife, or by fcaling ladders ; and

that though we build wovks without number, they are frequently

furrendered before a fmgle fhot has been fired at them.

Fort St Philip, in the ifland of Minorca, was, notwithdanding

its out-works and mines, taken by afHiult, and what is flill

roore remarkable, this fort was taken, before even the trenches

had been opened, as the letter written by Marflial Ru-hel'icu to the

Spanifli general Je la Minas publicly tefHlics. We have bcfide,

fiill later inftanccs of other forts taken in like manner.

Againfi: accidents like thefe, our anceflors had taken v/ife pre-

cautions. 1 he tov/ers they conflruded, defended the town, not

only outwardly, but even when the enemy had already penetrated

into it ; they could not mount upon the wall and extend thcm-

fclves on the ramparts, till they had previoufly taken the towers.

It muft have been by the great.cA chance that i-hc enemy could de-
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fcend fi-om the walls into the town, as the ramparts In moft towns

were Ukewife encircled by a v\all of confiderable height. It v as

oftentimes more difficult to gel over this fecond wall than upon the

outward one. If the enemy had got poffeffion of one gate, or by

any means had Introduced themfelves into the town, they were

obliged to commence an attack upon the towers, in order to be en-

tirely mafters of the tOv>n, as \^as the cafe at the fiege of Stock-

holm in 1495. At that period of time we were not confider-

cd as maflers of a town, for having had a polygon ni our poffef-

iion.

Ancient hidory records many infcances of fach a brave and

valiant defence. We will indulge ourfelves in the liberty of ad-

ducing one from the annals of Sweden.

In a veiy fevere winter, in the year 1496, the Swedes were be-

fieged by the Rufiians at Wyburgh, in Finland. Two towers had

been converted into a heap of rubbiih, and a confiderable breach

made even in a third. The Swedes entrenched themfelves behind

the breach, which was attacked with the utmoft fury by between

two and three thoufand Ruffians. At the fame time, fcaling lad.

ders were fixed againft the v/alis between the towers that had been

demohfhed. The aiuult was carried, and the Ruffians mounted

the ramparts. Not being able to extend themfelves on account of

fome adjoining towers which the Swedes flill had in their poflef-

fion, they endeavoured to make their way into the town. As the

rampart, however, had a very high wall running round it, the Ruf-

fians could only defcend it on the other fide by ladders, which they

in vain attempted to fix. The people in the town, who pofred

themfelves at the foot of the rampart, inftantly pulled them away,

and killed the Rudians from above, whom this lower and internal

wall obliged at laft to retire from the rampart with confiderable

fiauohter, aRer an attack which laRed feven hours.

Let us here paufe to reflect on fuch an obftinate and fpirited

defence; as well as on the prudent arrangement of ancient fortifica-

tion. VVe cannot deny, that the internal defence of towers, and

the high wall on the rampart v^^ere the means that enabled the

Swedes to make fo good a refiftance, and that faved the tov/n, af-

ter the enemy had coiledlcd all their forces on the ramparts. * Let

* See thefirfpart of the Mctroirs of the JcaJemy of Saenccs of

Siveden on thepro^ypfs cf the art of War during the reign of Charles

XII. patre 2 2 1.
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us now apply thefe ancient fyflems to our modern ones of fortifica-

tion. What an obftinate refiftance might we not be able to make,

if inftead of thefe weak towers, proof againfl: arrows and muflcetry,

^^ e were to ered foiid and fpacious woiks, on which cannon might

be planted that fliould command the ramparts ? What advanta:^e

might we not reap in defending any fortrefs, if to the fimpie inter-

nal wall at the ramparts we were to add a fide defence, with a

ditch before it which might befides be defended by about thirty

pieces of cannon that were planted unknown to the enemy ? Might
we not, by a prudent application of thefe principles in the modern
fyPiem of fortification, Mi alTert, that it would be pradicable to

give to the defence of forts, at lead a kind of equilibre, perhaps

even an overbalance to the prefent artful and powerful mode of

attacking them?

We have therefore aded extremely injudicious in lofing fight of

th€ principles of our anceftors, refpefting the defence efforts. We
fliould render more juftice to thofe refpea:able old times, and can-

didly allow that every art and fcicnce vv'ould ftill be in its infancy,

did we not make ufe of the knowledge of our ancedors. It is

time alone, that brings all arts and fciences to any tolerable perfec-

tion. But if we rejeft principles founded on reafon and experi-

ence, this is the fure road to error.

Finally. As the greateft generals of the prefent century have

not been above recurring to the experience of pad ages, to improve

ourtadics;* engineers fliould ad in like manner in order to brinf?

the fcience of fortification to greater perfedion, and not have the

lofs of entire provinces attributed to their ignorance, which they

had before exhaulled by the enormous expence of uorks, and
which, after all, have proved fcarce of any utility whatfoever.

Reinplern was the firit who recalled our attention to the i3rin-

ciples of our anceftors. But this able and experienced engineer

had, like all great men, the fate of being treated ill and calumni-

ated. Every engineer pronounced his anathema againil him. His
fydem was ridiculed as the height of enthufiafm, although he evi-

dently demonllrated that he only wifhcd to bring things back

* // is true, indeed, that modern tadAcians have propofed to adapt

d'lffrrent plansfrom our ancejlors, hut the mojl important of their regu-

lations, nvhich tue Jind to he clearlyJketvn, are noiv nugatory in that

excellent wori entitled, Un EfTai fur I'influence de la poudre a canon

dans la tadique moderne.
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to their ancient principles, and apply them to the prefent defence

of fort?.

The leading feature In Reinplernsfyfcem is the internal defence

of forts. It is a fucccefsful application of the ancient principles

we have already defcribed. Reinplern has improved upon them

by recommending an internal ditch, which he (liews in what man-

ner it may be defended ; and likeuife by placing a parapet on the

rampart next the to vn. Confequently, before the befiegers can

get entire pofleflion of the fort, they mud attack and conquer one

polygon after the other. In Ciigagements, either by land or by fea,

we have not always come off conquerors by having defeated one

or two battallions, or having taken a fhip or two of the line. Nei-

ther ought the lofs of one or two baftions to be followed by that

of a fort as a neceflary confcquence, any more than the defeat of

a battallion or two, by that of the whole army. Why fhould ten

baftions farrender, one after another, without making the lead re-

finance, becaufe two of them happen to have been taken by the

enemy? Is not this fufficient to (Hqw the weaknefs of our forts?

Does not this fufficiently demonflrate how far w^e arc, in this re-

fpe6l, behind-hand v/ith our anceftors ?

Pvcinplern alfo propofes, for the internal fecurlty of great

forts, fortifying different parts of the tov/n. This thought, how-

ever, is by no means rvrw. A plan of this kind is laid down with

great minutenefs In a hlftory of the Northern ftates, written

above three hundred years ago. The author, after remarking

the fuperior flvill of our anceftcrs in fortifying and in-

trenching themfeives, as well as in defending their trenches, and

difputing every inch of ground with the enemy; adds, if all the

outworks were taken, they then defended themfeives agalnil the

enemy, by retiring into the town, and barricading the ftrcets and

the houfes. Each houfe had but one entrance, and therefore, in

cafe of necefRty, they might be confidered as feparate redoubts.

Speckle, in his Treatife on Military Architecture, tells us,

that at La Valette, in the ifland of Malta, in the year 1566, the

V hole town vvras fortified with towers, which not only defended

each other, but alfo the houfes ; and that by thefe means It was

thought, that an army of fifty thoufmd men might be repulfed,

even though they fnould have penetrated into the to'^ n.

The refult would perhaps have lelfened their admiration of this

ae.v fy Itcm of fortification, had they not devifed means to pre-
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vent the enemy's forming themfelves on the ra.mpa.rt, which

v/ould, in the end, have enfured them the entire pofTeflion of

the place. But ifthey had conneded the towers they had ered-

ed in different parts of the town, with the internal wall of the

ramparts, fo that they both commanded the ftreets, and gate a

fuie defence to the internal wall, the intention would then have

been completed of having given the town an internal defence, and

La Valette would have been the fbongeft fort in Europe. It is

a. very humiliating remark to make, in favour of the human un-

derftanding, that the mind often pciceives a truth v/hich itinilant-

ly lofes, and does not recover again till after it has made many cir-

cuitous paths.

From all thefe confideratIon3 it is evident, that Reinpler's plan

of fortifying the diiferent quarters of a tov/n was not unknown to

our anceflors ; nor was that of his internal ditch, which, accord-

ing to De Villein p. 133 of his work, had been propofed by an

engineer, when Leghorn was fortified, with this difference how-

ever, that no parapet was placed on the fide of the town. It was

intended to place this parapet on the oppofite fide of the ditch,

which would have increafed the works unnecefTarily; a proof

how diiiicult it is, fometimes, to perceive the truth, even when

it is before our eyes.

AN EULOGIUM, SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE MAJOK-

GENERAL WARREN, WHO FELL yiine I'jth, AT THE

BATTLE OF BREEd's-H I LL.

VV HEN an amiable man Viith a promifing family of children

periflics in the bloom of life, every friend to humanity mufl: fhare

in the diflrefs which fuch a calamity occafions in the circle of his

acquaintances. I'his diltrefs is heightened when we hear that the

virtues of the man were blended with the exalted qualities of the

patriot. We rife in our expreilions of grief, when we are told

that he poffeiTed not only the zeal of a patriot, but the wifdom, the

integrity and eloquence of a fenator :—But, when v/e hear that

thofe fhining qualities were crowned with the patience, the magna-

nimity, and the intrepidity of a warrior, we are led to contemplate

one of the moft auguft chara(5kr3 in human nature. When fuch a



MII.ITARY REPOSITORY. 65

man falls, grief is dumb—and eloquence is obliged, for a v liile, to

rnufe eiilogiums vs hich it cannot expref^.

Such were our feelings upon hearing of the death of the illuf-

trious General Warren, who fell on the 17th of June at the head
of a detachment of the American army near Bofton. It is im-
polnble to do juftice to his full-orbed charadcr. He filled each of
the numerous departments in life that were aiTigned to him fo w^ell,

that he feemed born for no other. He had difplayed in the
courfe of three and thirty years all tl:e talents and virtues of the
man, the patriot, the fenator, and the hero. Ke was unlike the
Spartan General only, in not expiring in the arms c; vicTory.

But even in this unfortunate event he has ferved his country, for

he has taught the fons of freedom in America, that the laurel

may be engrafted upon the cyprefs, and that true glory may be
acquired not only in the arms of viaory, but in the arms of death.

If our pleafures are exalted in proportioji to the extent and de-
grees of our benevolence, how fhall we decide thofe pleafcres

v^^hich the hero feels who performs the higheft a<5l of benevolence
to mankind, in dying in defence of the hberties of his ccuntrv.
He enjoys a prelibation the moft like the joys of heaven that
mortals can tafte upon earth. Ke partakes of the nature and hap-
pinefs of God.

Say illuftrious fliade I What new refentments kindled in thy
bofom at the profped of executing vengeance upon the foes of li-

berty ?— Say, what were the tranfports of thy mind when the
twice repulfed enemy fled before thy powerful arms ?—But when,
alas! born down with numbers, thou waft forced to letreat, and
death fhewed his commilTion to the ball that pierced thy bofom.
Oh

! %, what joy thrilled after it, at the profped of having thy
brows encircled with the patriots crown of martyrdom. ?—Tell
me ye brave Americans who beheld our hero fall.—Did he not in

his iafl m.oments pour forth his ufual expreifions of loyalty to the
crown of Britain, and his wonted prayers for the welfare of his
couutry? Did he not in flattering accents call upon his fellow
ioldiers to forget his death, and to revenge his country's wrongs
alone ?--.0h! he breathes his laft?—Croud not too clofely on his
fliade ye holy minifters of heaven. Pydake room for yonder
fpnit. It is the illudrioas Hampden who flies to embrace him,
and pointing to the wound that deprived him of life, in a conflict
vMih arbitrary power above a hundred years ago, he claims the
honour of condading him to the regions of perfect liberty and
happinefs.

I
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How InefTable are the delights of heaven to a virtuous lover of

liberty ? To behold the power of the fovereign of the univerfe, di-

reded by unerring wifdom, and limited by the eternal laws of

juftice !—To fee perfecftion in government, confifting in the hap^

pinefs of every member that compofes it ! To enjoy the mofl

perfed freedom, and yet to chafe nothing but fuch things as are

agreeable to the will of the Supreme Being. Thefe, bleffed fhade,

fhaJl now conftltute a part of thy enjoyments. Oh ! couldft thou tell

us what other pleafures now occupy thy capacious mind 1 Doefl:

thou flill dire(51: by an invifible influence the councils of thy native

colony? Doefl thou dill infpire whole battallions of thy country-

men with courage, and lead them on to danger and glory?—Thefe

we know ^ ould be a happinefs fuited to the benevolence and adi-

vity of thy fpirit, and we hope not an inferior part of the happi-

nefs of heaven. But it is not for mortals to pry too minutely into

the fecrets of the invifible world.

What a noble fpe^lacle is the body of a hero who has offered up

his life as a ranfom for his country 1 Come hither ye vindidive

minifters, and behold the firft fruits of your bloody edicts. What

atonement can you make to his children for the lofs of fuch a fa-

ther ? And to your country for the lofs of fuch a member of fo-

cietv ? You may now recall your military executioners. There

you may fatiate your lufl for arbitrary power ; you have flain its

mofl implacable enemy.

Come hither ye mercenary wretches who are hired to commit

murder upon your fellow-fubjeds, and behold the victim of your

cruelty. You have no tears to fhcd over a brother whom you have

butchered, for you have given up your title to humanity- You

have ceafed to be men, and we have nothing to exped from you

but the vices of flaves. We only bcfeech you not to infult the bo-

dy of our departed hero. Spare the anguifli of an aged mother,

whofe affeftiun extends to the corps of her beloved fon. You have

nothing now to fear from his eloquenee or his arms. Sheath your

fwords. You have performed an exploit ^^ hich has filled up the

meafure of your infamy, and while the name of liberty is dear to

Americans, the name of Warren will lire our hearts, 'and nerve

our arm againfl the execrable mifchicf of flanding armies.

Come hither ye military champions for American liberty and

glory, come and behold a fpedtacle that fiiail roufe in your bofoms

new principles of courage and ambition. Mark! the widenina

luflre of that path of glory which he trod.
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Come hither American fathers and mothers, and behold the fad

earnefls ofarbitrary power, behold your friend, your fellow-citizen,

one of the guardians of your liberty, the pride of your country, the

pillar of your hopes, beheld this hero covered with blood and

wounds. But paufe not too long in bedewing his body with your

tears. Fly to your houfes, • and tell your children the particulars

of the melancholy fight. Chill their young blood with hiftq^ies of

the cruelty of tyrants, and make their hair to (land on end, with

defcriptions of the horrors of flavery, equip them immediately for

the field, fliew them the ancient charter of their privileges.

Point to the roofs under which they drew their firft breath and

{hew them the cradles in which they were rocked. Call upon

heaven to prcfper their arms, and charge them, with your lalt

adieu, to conquer, cr, like Warren^ to die in the arms of liberty

and glory.

American War.
\_Continued from page 13.]

AfTEP^- the battle of Breeds-hill, which did not lad above an

hour, and which, on account of the fmall number of troops en-

gaged, the great numbers killed, and the bravery fliewn on both

fides, belongs to the moft extraordinary in the hiflory of wars, the

colo^iies caft their eyes on the province of Canada. Surrounded by

rivers and lakes, and llretching from Nova Scotia in an oblong di-

reaion, almo^ to the fouthern extremity of Pennfylvania, it was

conveniently fituated for hoftile invafion ; and would, if reduced,

prove a mod: important acquifition,

Ticonderoga and Crown Point, the former fituated at the north

end of Lake George, and the latter near the fouthern extremity of

. Lake Champiain, form the gates of that quarter of Canada. Thefe

polls had already been fecured in the following m.anner. A num-

ber of volunteers in Connedicut planned the icheme for obtaining

poffeffion of thefe valuable pods. Having made the neceffary pre-

parations, and colleaed 270 men, chiefly of that brave and hardy

people, called green mountain boys, they rendefvouzed at Caltle-

ton, .inhere they were joined by Colonel Arnold from Cambridge.

Having arrived at Lake Champiain oppofte Ticonderoga. in the

night, Colonel Arnold and Allen, with S3 men, croff^d over at

the dawn of day, entered the fort widiout rcfilbncc, and called

upcn the commander, who was yet in bed, to Hirrendcr the fort.
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He afl^ed by what authority ? Colonel Allen replied, I dc-

nicind it in the name of the Great Jehovah, and of-^.he Continental

Congrefs. Thus the fort was captured with its valuable (lores and

forty-three piifoners. Crown I'oint was taken at the fame time by

Colonel Seth Warner, and, Colonel Arnold got by furprife

pofTefTion of a floop of war, lying at St. John's, at the noithern ex-

tremity ofthe Lake. In this rapid manner the command ofLake

Champlain was obtained without any Icfs, by a few determined

men.

Ihe exeitions of the King's governor in Canada, which vers

principally made v/ith a view to recover Ticonderoga, Crown
Point, and the command of Lake Champlain, induced Congrefs

to believe that^a formidable invafion of their north weftern frontier

was intended from that quarter. They were fenfible that the only

pra6ticable plan for v/arding off {o terrible a blow, was to make a

vigorous attack upon Canada, while it v as unable to refift the un-

expefled imprellion.

Congrefs had committed the management of their military ar-

rangements in this northern department to General Schuyler and

General Montgomery. The Am.ericans, about one thoufand in

number, effeded a landing at St. John's ; which, being the £ril

'

Lritifli poii: in Canada, lies only 115 miles to the northward of

Ticonderoga. 1 he Britifli piquets being driven into the fort, they

reconnoitred the environs, and found the fortifications to be much

ftronger than they fufpedced. This induced the calling of a coun-

cil of war, v>hich recommended a retreat to lile aux Noix, twelve

miles fouth of St. J6hn's, to throw a boom acrofs the channel, and

to eredi v/orks for its defence. General Schuyler, 6n account of

his bad ftate of health, retired foon after this event to Ticonder-

oga, and the command devolved on General Montgomery.

This enterprifing ofticc'r in a few days returned to the vicinity

of St. John's, and opened a battery againft it. He alfo detached

a fmalhbody of troops, to ati-cmpt the re^luftion ofFort Chamblec,

only fix miles dillant. Succcfs attended this cnterprife. By its

furrender fix tons of gunpowder fell into the hands of the conque-

rors, V hich enabled them to profccute the ficge of St. John's with

vigor. The garrifon, though ftraitened for pro\ ifions, perfevered

in defending themfelves with unabating fortitude. The governor

of the province, with about 8comen, chiefly militia and Indians,

endeavoured tociofs the river St. LavN'rencc, and to land at Lon-

jr.eil, intending to proceed thence to attack thebefiegers, but Co-

lonel Warner v,vJi 3C0 green mountain boys, and a four pouuder,
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prevented the execution of the defign. The governoi*s party

V as fufFered to come near the fliore, but was then fired upon with

fuch efiecl, as to make them retire with great lofs.

After this the garrifon of St. John's furrendered. About 500

regulars and 100 Canadians became prifoneis to the provincials.

They alfo acquired 39 pieces of cannon, feven mortars, two

howitzers, and about 8co ftand of arms.

While the fiege of St.. John's was pending. Colonel Allen,

who was returning with about 80 men from a tour on which he

had been fent by his General, was captured by the Britifli near

Montreal, loaded with irons, and in that condition fent to Eng-

land.

General Montgomery now proceeded to^vards Montreal. The

few Britilh forces there, unable to fland their ground, repaired

for fafety on board the fhipping in hopes of efcaping down

the river ; but they were prevented by Colonel Eafton, who

was ftationed at the point of Sorel river with a body of continen-

tal troops, feme cannon, and an armed gondola. General Pref-

cot, who was on board, with fcveral ofiicers and about 120 pri-

vates, having no chance of efcaping, fiibmitted to be made pri-

foners on terms of capitulation. Eleven fail of veffels, full ofam.-

munition, provinons, and intrenching tools, fell into the hands of

the provincials. Governor Carieton efcaped in a boat with muf-

fled paddles, by a fecret v/ay, to the Three _ Rivers, and arrived

in a few days after at Quebec.

General Montgomery, after leaving fome troops in Montreal,

and fending detachments into different parts of the province, ad-

vanced towards Quebec, where his little army arrived v/ith expe-

dition. Nothing could dampthe ardour of the Americans. Not-

withftanding the depth of winter was at hand. Colonel Arnold

formed a defign of penetrating with a detachment of one thoufand

men, through woods, marfhes, and the moil: frightful defarts,

from the camp of Cambridge to Canada, by a nearer v/ay than that

which Montgomery had chofen ; and this he accompliflied, ia

fpite of every difficulty, to the adonifhment of all who fiw or

heard of the attempt. In afcending the river Kennebeck, the

troops v/ere conftantly obliged to labour again it an impetuous cur-

rent. They were often compelled by cataracts or other impedi-

ments to land and to haul their batteaux up rapid flreams, and

over falls of rivers. On their march by land, they had deep

fwamps, thick wood?, and craggy precipices alternatively to en-

counter. At fome places they h^d to cut tlvc-ir way for miles to-
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gether, through forefts fo cmbarralTed, that their progrefs was only

four or five miles a day. IncefTant fatigue, and the want of provi-

fions, caufed many men to fall fick. From this caufe, one third of

the number which fet out were obliged to return ; the reft pro-

ceeded with unabated fortitude and conftancj. Having fpent thirty

one days in traverfing a hideous wilderncfs, without ever feeing any

thing human, they at length reached the inhabited parts of Canada.

Arnold arrived at Point Levy, oppofite to Quebec, before

Montgomery left Montreal. Such v/as the condernation of the

garrifon and inhabitants ai this unexpefted appearance, that had not

the river intervened, an immediate attack in the firfl farprife and

confufion, might have been fuccefsful. The bold enterprife ofone

American army marching throuah the wildernefs, at a time when

fuccefs was crowning every undertaking of another invading m a

tilfferent direflion, ftruck terror into the breafts of thofe Cana-

dians who were unfriendly to the defigns of Congrefs. In a few

days, after Arnold had arrived at Point Levy, he crofied the ri-

ver St. Lawrence ; but his chance of fucceedirrg by a coup de

main was in that fliort fpace greatly diminiflied. The critical mo-

ment was pad. The panic occafioned by his firft appearance had

abated, and folid preparations for the defence of the town were

adopted. At the time the Americans were before Montreal,

General Carleton, as has been related^ efcaped through their hands,

and got fkfe to Quebec. His prefencewas itfelf a garrifon. The inha-

bitants, both Englifiiand Canadians, as foon as danger prefleti, united

ibr their common defence. The failors were taken from the (hipping

in the harbour, and put to the batteries onfliore. As Colonel Arnold

had no artillery, after parading fome days on the heights near Que-

bec, he drew off his troops, intending nothing more, until the arrival

of Montgomery, than to cut off fupplies from enteringthe garrifon.

•On the fivflof December General Montgomery eifeaed a junc-

tion with Ccloncl Arnold at Point aux Trembles.

The liege of Quebec was then commenced; but it may fiilt be

ncceiTary to give a fliort defcription of the town, in order to con-

- vey a better idea how it was attacked, and hov/ defended. That

part of it which is called the Lower Town, is feparated from the

Upper, by an inacceffible precipice, in the centre of which is a nar-

row road, cut out of the rock that leads to the Higher Town. The

diftance at this place to the edge of the river, is fomewhat better

than one hundred yards ; from thence to the extreme ends, the

rock grows gradually narrower, till the prccipiceadmitsonly ofone

1 o A of hovifes belov/ it.
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The Lower Town forms nearly the figure of a half moon ; this is

likewife, the fhape of the Higher Town, with regular baftions and

curtains facing the country, running acrofs from the precipice on

one fide to the precipice on the other, from (a to f. See Plan

No. II.) No place can be better fituated for a defence. There are

three gates out of the Upper Town. St. Lewis gate, marked

{Jig. I.) St. John's gate [ I ) and Palace gate ( m ), all built with

ftone and brick. Between the Upper and Lower Town is a

ftockaded gate.

In the Lower Town, the merchants chiefly live, and have their

ware houfes, fnops, &c. for the convenience of receiving goods

from the fhips. In it aifo is a Cul du Sac, (jig. 3.^ where the

fhipping winter with fafety from the ice. Dire6lly facing this, on

the fouth fhore of the river St. Lawrence, at the diftance of nearly

one Engllfli mile, is Point Levy, on which Gen. iVJonkton the

preceding war had his batteries, and from whence he almofl: def-

troyed the Lower Town. Here the Americans, in the courfe of

the fiege, (April 4.) brought four pieces of cannon, which did bu:

little damage to the dipping, and none to the tov/n, their guns be-

ing only 12 pounders. About half a mile to the northward is the

river St. Charles, where is an old French work, called St. Roche.

General Montgomery, upon his arrival before Quebec, found,

that this place was not to be taken by raifing batteries ; however,

to intimidate the French inhabitant's and merchants, he began by

opening a fmall battery of fire fix pounders and one howitzer, v. ith_

in feven hundred yards of St. John*s gate. At the fame time, he

v/rote a letter to the Brltifti governor, recommending an immediate

furrender, to prevent the dreadful confcquences of a ftorm : but

the inflexible firmncfs of the governor could not be moved either

by threats or dangers.

The garrifon of Quebec at this time confifted of about 132©
men, of which 8co were militia. The American army were net

above 800 firong. Some had been left at Montreal, and near a

third of Arnold's detachment, as has been related, had returned ta

Cambridge. This force was too infignificant to attempt the re-

du(5lion of a place fo ftrongly fortified. General Montgomery,

however, from a native intrepidity and an ardent thirfl: for glory,

overlooked all dangers, and refolved at once either to carry the

place or perifii in the attempt. Trufting much to his good fortune,

confiding in the bravery of his troops, and depending fomewhaton

the cxtenfiveiiefs of the works, hs determined to attempt the
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town by afiault. He held his men in conflant readinefs, to take

the advantage of the fxrft bad night ; hoping then to find the gar-

rifon off their guard. Arnold, v ho commanded about 350 men,
was to enter the Lower Town, at the north end. called the Smit

du Matelote (pretty near to z.) and Montgomery was to attack and
enter at the fouth end, jufl: under the precipice called Cape Dia-
mond. (^) At length the night of the 3 • ft of December prefented

them with the ^^ iflied for occafion ; it was very dark, and there

was a great fall of fnow. Gen. Montgomery then made his dif-

pofition, which confiiled of four different divifions ; two inconfi-

derable ones, to make a falfe attack on the baftions, facing the

country from [h to e) and two real ones, on the Lower Town. He
had ordered rockets to be thrown up by Arnold's party and his

own, to let each other fee, from time to time, how far the parties

were advanced. This was undoubtedly what they might have

wifhed to know, yet the diftance from their head quarters, was
not fo great but each division might have afcertained what time it

would take to get to the different barriers. The hghts that were
thrown up, naturally gave the alarm ; the bell was rung, and moft
of the ganifon ran to their pofts.

About four in the morning. Col. Arnold, at the head of his
party, approached the bars at Saut du Matelot on the north. He
attacked a two-gun battery, and carried it, but with confiderable

lofs. In this attack Arnold was faot through the \tg, which
made it neceffary to carry him off the field of battle. His party,

neverthelefs, pufhed en. Seme part of the way they were under
Shelter from the fire, by a row of houfes, but paiTmg fome openings,

feveral of the Americans were killed and wounded from the pi-

quets above. They, hov^^ever, paffcd thefe intervals, with their

fcallng ladders on their Hioulders, with fpirit and perfeverance.

They m.ade themfelves mafters of a fecond barrier, and fuiiained

the force of the whole garrifon for three hours; butat laft, finding

themfelves hemmed in, and without hopes either of fuccefs or re-

lief, they yielded to numbers, and the advantageous fituation of
their adverfaries.

It is generally thought, that wounding Arnold In the begmning
of this affair, was the faving of the Lower 'lown. He certainly-

had arranged matters in his own mind previous to the attack ; de-

termining what to have done, in cafe he found things in fuch or

fuch a ftate. He knew the town perfealy. which, perhaps, hi?

fucceffor in commi:nd did not.
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General Montgomery, in the mean time, attacked the other end
«f the Lower Town, (c7, in the PJan, or 5 llrds in the Yiev/\-

He pafTed the fxrft barrier, and was juft opening to attack the fe-

cond, when he was killed, together with his aid-du-camp. At
this barrier were feven finall pieces of cannon, all pointed to de-
fend the pafs, below the precipice, the only place where it was pof-

fible for tl-ic Americans to approach. As foon as the Gentries -rave

intelligence of the lights in the air, all the men ftood to their guns.
The river not being fl-ozen over, the narrownefs of this pafs, from
the rocks on one fide, and the river on the other, admitted only of
four or five men to advance in front, (See Jig. 4. in the Plan.)
Montgomery was at their head, and the heavy fill of fnow and
darknefs prevented their being perceived by their ensmles till they
came within a few yards of them. They were then fired upon
v.ith cannon and muflcetry at the fame inftant. Montgomery's
fall fo difpirited the men, that Col. Campbell, on whom the ccm-
mand devolved, thought proper to draw them off.

The lofs of the Americans in killed and wounded, in the differ-

ent attacks, was about one hundred, and three hundred were taken
prifoners. The garrifon had only five killed and thirteen wound-
ed. Few men have ever fallen in battle, fo much regretted by both
lides, as General Montgomery. This amiable qualities had pro-

cured him an uncommon fhare of private aiFe6lion ; and his

great abilities, an equal proportion of public efteem.

The ilTue of this affault reHeved the garrifon of Quebec from
all apprehenfions for its fafety. The provincials were^ fo m.iich

weakened, as to be fcarcely equal to their own defence. Hov/-
ever. Colonel Arnold encamped within three miles of the town ;

and, difficult as his fituation was, impeded the conveyance of re-

freflimcnts and provifions into the garrifon. 7 he fufferings of
his troops were great; they were expofed in the open air to the
extreme rigour of the feafon.

On the 23d of April, the Americans raifed a battery on the
heights oppofite the gate of St. Lewis, but it was foon filenced by
the befieged. An attempt to burn the Lower Town and the
flipping was made on the 3d of May by the befiegers. Their plan
was well conceived. They had prepared a fire fhip, charged with
combufiibles proper for the occafion. About ten in ti.e evening,
fte ftood in for the Cul du Sac, and was hailed at the difcance of
about one hundred yards. The men on board very imprudentlv

K
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made no anfwer ; had they replied from England or Halifax, they

would hare come in unmolefled. Their filence made them ful^

peded, and a (hot was fired to bring them to. The three men

who had charge of the veffel, then thought it high time to efcape
;

they flipped into a boat they had along fide, after lighting the

match, and made the beft of their way back to the other fliore.

They had fet off with the fliip rather too late for the tide ; had

it flowed five minutes longer, the light wind, and the flood would

have brought her flraight to the Cul an Sac, and into the midfl: of

the (hipping, which would inflantly have been in flame, and that

mufl: inevitably have communicated to part of the Lo'ver Town.

She v/as driven dov/n the (Iream to the Me of Orleans, where flie

confumed to the water's edge.

The morning of the 6th of May the van of the long expelled

reinforcement from England arrived before Qnebec, They made

good their pafTage through the ice up tlie river St. Lawrence. The
expedation of their coming had for fome time induced the befieg- \

ers to think of a retreat, which no v.- Vv-as carried into execution

with great precipitation.

(To he Contlnvcd.)

DIRECTIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTrON OF PONTON-BRIDGES, -

Addrejfed to thofe who w'lfJj to acquire fome general knoivledge on

this juhjtcl.

\_By an Officer in the Pruffian ArUlkry.~\

jL hough the conflrudlion of bridges, the putting them toge-

ther and taking them to pieces does not abfolutely belong to the

department of engineers, yet, as it has been the cuflom in the dif-

ferent European armies that the artillery fliould con{tru(5t the pon-

tons, take care of every thing belonging to them, and carry them

along with them, it may not be amifs to point out what an artillery

and every other ofhcer ought to know refpeding them.

The pontons are of different materials : of copper, tin, leather

or fail cloth ; and are carried with the army in carts or waggons, in

order to be ready at hand if there fliould be any rivers to pafs»

They arc made with flat bottoms, and the bottoms with feparations

in the lengthi, each fix inches from one another ; that if there

fliould be a hole, and the water penetrate the ponton, it may not fisk

and go to the bottom.
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The pontons are carried reverfed, that they might not be filled

with water if it fhould rain ; and that in cafe of neceflity, i\\t men
might lie dry under them. They may alfo be ufed to cover the
ammunition and other things.

'I'hofe made of copper and block tin are the moll in requef^ ; the
other two forts being more remarkable for their fmguiarity than
utility, they being neither fo durable nor fo eafiiy carried-

The French, and fome other nations, have them made of cop-

per,^ and carry them on waggons; but in the PruiTian and Dutch
armies they are made of block tin ; in the latter carried in cart?.

They were formerly carried in carts in the Pruffian army, but at

prefent in v\ aggons, the fore-wheels of which are like thofe of a
carriage, that by turning about the wheels may go underneath.

This fpecies of boat bridges, made of block tin, became known
to the PrulTians through the Dutch, whom they copied after in this

particular. They are not approved by many perfons, both on ac-

count of the materials from which they arc? made, and the mode
of carrying them, from which arife many inconveniences.*

Difadvantage of Boat-Bridges made of Tin.
1. Block tin is not durable, and very liable to be rufty, by

which it is eaten through and full of holes; while, on the con-
trary, copper is more lafting, and does not ruft fo foon.f

2. If any ponton Is damaged, it cannot be appHed to any other
purpofe ; on the contrary, in thofe of copper, nothing is ioli b-t

the ihape.

3. There muft be perfons confiantly employed; fuch as tin-

men, to keep them in proper order.

4. As thefe pontons are carried on carts, which are more likely

to overturn than v\ aggons, they are fooner dam.aged than thofe

of copper.

5. That carts are more liable to break down, particularly in go-

ing down hill, when the whole weight lies on the fnaft-horfe, by
which every thing is rendered unfervlceable.

6. That pontons are much eafier carried on waggons, where the

weight relb on two axles, and where more Ipace is allotted for the

whole carriage.

* Everyone knows the m?.ny wars in which the Pruflians have been enga-
ged, yet they never made ufe or" any othe.- pontons but th:-!? maae of tin, and
have made good and durable bridges over the largeft rivers without any accident
ever happening, even when tSie bridges have been lo:ne weelcs m the water.

t As the pontons are pamted over I'everai times in oil colours, the tin will
refift the rult as long as the paint adhe-es to it; beiiies, it is llronsly Ibdered,
which is, hkewife, a preiervative againli: ruit. Edit>r.
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Jdvantages ivhuh Boat-Bridges of Tin hmye over thofc of Copper.

1 hofe of Copper, on the contrary, are

:

1

.

Much more expenfive than thofe of tin.

2. Their weight is hkcwife much greater—therefore,

3. They cannot carry fo many of them.

4. If thefe pontons are.loft, the lofs is much more than if they

were made only of tin.

As pontons of tin, befides other advantages, are much more

commodious and better calculated for carrying heavy loads, which

is v/hat they are particularly dcfigned for, and which is confirmed

by expeftence; the abovementioned difadvantages, except as far as

relates to the carriage, are not of any gieat moment, and we have

only to look out in what manner they may be beft tranfported.

TIow bridges are made over rivers and marfhy ground, is known

from the ufual pradice : It will not be amifs, however, to men-

lion what is to be particularly obferved in placing them.

Precautions to he obferved la tnaklng a Ponton Brldg

1

.

Boat bridges muft not be made in thofe parts of a river where

the current is molt rapid.

2. Such place, like wife, muft be avoided where the river is very

broad, or very deep; as in the firft inftance more pontons are

reqiiilite, and in the other, the ufual length of the cable work for

the anchors, will not be fufficient.

3. Such places m^TiH: be chofen where the fhcre is fiat, and

where trees may alfo be found to which the ropes may be faftened

that hold the bridge, otherwife flakes muft be driven into the .

ground for that purpofe, which often give way, by which means

the bridge is loofened and unfafe.

4. The boats muft not be too near each other, that the v/ater

may pafs eafily between them without any obftru(5lIon ; and like-

wife if the enemy fliould fend down trunks of trees, pieces of

timber, or other things to break and force away the bridge, that

we iP.ay be able, by long poles or oars, to direct them fo that they

may pafs between the boats without any damage or inconvenience.

(f. At both ends of the bridge, and alfo at feme little diftance

centinels fnoiild be placed to give notice if any parties of the

enemy fhould make their appearance, or if they fhould attempt to

put the abovementioned manoeuvres in execution, ^or even to fend
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combullibles down the river in order to fet the bridge or the ca-

ble work on fiie j and of which they muft inftantly inform their of-

cers, who muft immediately take all poflible precautions to pre-

vent the enemy from obftrufting their plans.

6. In order to fecure bridges properly, halt and
^^f^'^'

doubts Ihould be thrown up, that the troops who are to defend

the paffage of the bridge, may, by being Hreltered behind them,

be better able to refill the attacks of an enemy, and defend the

bridce, and thefe redoubts will be the mere formidable if they are

occuti^d by ca.non. The back redoubt on the oppofite ftore is

made, that if the troops who cover the bridge are obliged to retire

on account of the fuperiority of the enemy, they may poll: them-

fclves againftit, for which reafon the firft intrenchment (hould^

confillof half redoubt: only, that in cafe of a retreat no place o.

(helter may be left for the enemy.
.

7 Daring the retreat, we muft take away the boats as qmck as

poffible from the three or four pontons next the fliore. and carry

them with aie pontons to the oppofite fide. We ihould likewife

take off the boards from the middle of the bridge, to ftop the ene-

„,y, if the flatnefs of thcfiiore lliould enabldthem to get footingon

the bridge while they are in purfait.
, c .u

The boards being thrown off, are to be heaped up before the

opening, behind which as many men from the piquet are to be

placed as the fpace will admit, in ordei to fire at the enemy and

defend the bridge, whilft the others retreat to the bac. redoubt,

and endeavour to force the enemy to retire by keeping up an m-

cefTant firing. _ , . ^ ^ u
As, in general, no time is to be loft in a retreat of this fort, it

would be dangerous, and take up too much time to difengage one

ponton after another, and carry them away ; the beft method is

as foon as the boards and timbers at the extremity ofthe bridge a e

taken off, to untie the ropes which f.ften the bridge on that fide of

the river where the enemy is approaching, and to pull up all the

anchors on the oppofite fide of the bridge, and let it drive round,

as it remains, to the other fide.

Alfo, in conftrucling the bridge, we may make ufe o. this ad

vantage, bv putting it together on the fide where vve are, and then

pu2g it from th.: ihore, let it drive round of itfelf to the oppo-

L fide, where it muft be inftantly m.ade faft by letting go tne .n-

chors. This will enable us to work at it with more iaiety ana e v-

pedition, and without being difcovercd.
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Manner in tvhich Bridges are ccnfruSed.

Firll of all, if trees are not to be found on the b;inks o/
thofe rivers x^hcre we have occifion to throw over a bridge, we
muft drive into the ground obhquely towards the water, foarf[ron;T
pofts at the diftance of20 or 2 1 feet according to the length of the
ponton, in order to fallen the ropes to them, which are to go
acrofs the river.

The pontons mufl then be taken down from the carts by ten Or
twelve men, and placed in betv.^een the two ro[>es that go acrofs
the river one after another. They are put betv/een them crofs-

ways, at a proper diilance, and parallel to each other, and then
faftened by their four rings to the principal rope that goes acrofs the
river.

Formerly it was ufual to draw the principal rope tliat goes acrofs
tlie river through the rings which arc Mened to the pontons, and
not tie the rings to the rope, but tJie above method is preferable,

becaufeifapontonis damaged, it may be removed, and another
put in its place, v.ithout being obliged to remove all the reil, and
loofen the whole bridge ; befldes, the pontons by the method now
adopted, cannot move out of theii place, and get all together,
when they are fhook by the dream, or by any-heavy weight

'i he diftance of the pontons from each other varies partly on
account of the current, which, being more or lefs rapid, gives a
proportionable motion to the bridge, and partly from the intention
With which it is conaru6tcd, whether as apaiTage for infantry, ^ca-
valry or artillery.

For infantry and light baggage, and likewife for cavalry if dif-
mounted, the pontons may be fix feet apart; but if the cavalry does
not difmount, and heavy baggage or heavy artillery is to be tranf-
ported, the pontons mufc be only as far diftant from each other, as
they are wide, which is four feet.

Vv hen the pontons are properly arranged, according to the
^vcight that is to be carried over, aud fallened to the principal ca-
ble that goes acrofs, the ancliois muft then be letdown in the fol-
iowmg manner: v.e either t;ike a ponton on purpofe for this bu-
hncfs, or that which is the laft placed on the bridge, and puttinc.
the anchors with their cables into it, pufh off with them to a proper
difuincefrom the fliore, and then throw out the anchor oppofite to
that ponton to which we intend to fiftcn it, we then row to
tne ponton, and fallen the cable to the ring, and continue in the
lame manner with the other pontons.
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But if the fiream is not deep or very rapid, we then make one

anchor ferve for two pontons which is fill:ened to the middle of

the rope, and both the ends are then faftened to each of the pon-

tons, in order to keep them fteadier, and this miift be done on both

lides of the bridge. In fattening them to the anchor ropes, the pon-

tons may be drawn in a ftraight line, if there is a man on fnore to di-

rect them.

Aftenvards the timbers are placed along over the pontons, and

properly fallened through their holes, and placed at a proper di-

ftance from each other. Each timber reaches over two pontons,

and touches at its extremity the band of the third.

The number of timbers to be placed in a row wit^ each other

depends upon the width of the burden which the bridge has to fup-

port, and fometimes fix, and even eight, or perhaps fewer, are

placed along fide each other. In order to get thefe timbers from

one ponton to another, long boards are made ufe of.

When the timbers are properly placed and linked together like

a chain, then the boards are laid over them, and fecared at both

ends with long boards placed lengthways and fallened down with a

few nails, that the boards which cover the timbers, and are placed

crofs-ways, may not be moved out of their place by the horfes or

waggons going over them ; this, however, is not always done, as it

is a great hindrance in removing the bridge.

To cover the bridge with earth might not be amifs, as it v/odd

prevent the boards from being injured by the horles feet, but as it

makes the bridge fo much heavier it is generally omitted.

BritJges of large boats or barges.

If the pontons x^hich the army carries with them are not fufH-

cient, or if feveral bridges are to be conftrucT:ed, and we can pro-

cure large boats or barges, the bridges may be made like\rife with

them ; and for bearing heavy loads they are far better than the

pontons. Anchors, cables, tim.bers and boards are equally necef-

fary for thefe, and what we have not witli us, mud be piocured

from the place where the army is.

If the boats cannot be brought with fafety by water to the fpot

where the bridge is to be erecT:cd,. they muft be carried by land on

waggons.

The fame methods are to be ufed in building bridges of large

boats or barges, as if they were built of pontons, with this differ-

ence only, that if the timbers are very ftrong they may be placed

ten or twelve feet apart, and that half the number of large boats

will fuffice, and yet the bridge will be both iirmcr and Wronger.
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A LETTER, on the conclufion of Monfici

Work, which gained the Prize of the Royal Academy ofAntiqua-

rians at Paris ; to Mr. Rcy, piihl'i/her of the Journal des Sav-

ans, at Amjlerdam, July 25, 1 78 1.

In your journal of this month, page 288, a learned Abbe fays,

the ancients knew America ; and, that from the little the ancient

authors have left us on the long voyages of the Phoenicians, Car-

thaginians, Maifeillois, and Vannois, there is no doubt of their

intercourfe with the Americans ; and likewife, th? t Julius Caefar

intended to reform the Roman Nayy on the Rhodian and Vannois

plan.

Though I believe eafily in hiftory, when it has an air of truth,

yet I cannot but look on thefe afiertions as ftrange hypothefes ; they

appear the more fo, as the moft experienced fea-faring gentlemen

can give no probable conjed:ure on fuch matters, not even how the

ancients worked their fhips, nor the manner of managing the

number of oars on tkeir fliips of war.

But, Sir, as I have fome pradlice in the nautic arts, and know

moil of the methods for working fhips in the known world, and

what has been done for fhortening voyages to the Eaft Indies, and

the weftern parts of the South Seas, I make bold to hazard fome

objcdlions on the opinion of this learned antiquarian.

I agree that the ancients built large fhips, and fome much larger

than necefTary, to crofs the Atlantic ocean, though not of a proper

figure for that purpofe ; and that the Greeks conflruded vefTels

double the length of our firfl rate men of war, as may be feen by

Ptolemy's fhip of 500 feet long, and 50 broad in the mid-fhip,

with a proportionable height; (Rollin) it had 4000 men for row-

ing, 3000 foldiers, and 200 failors ; this number proves that Pto-

lemy prefeired oars to fails, which in all likelihood were fmall in

proportion to thofe made ufe of in our days, though his fhip was

double the length of our largeft which have fix times as many

failors.

To give a farther proof of the largenefs of fome of the ancient

fhips of v/ar, I fliall mention what a French author fays In his

Commerce des Egyptiens.

** The military navy of Ptclcmy was tvv'o fhips of 32 rows of

" oars, one cf 12 rows of oars, four of 13 rows, fourteen of 11
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"^ rov/s, thirty-nine of 9 rows, with a double number of quadri-

" femes, and others of lefs fize."

Hiero, king of Syracufe, had a fhip built under the direction of

Archimedes, it was of a very extraordinary fize, and had fuch a

number of conveniences that v/e can have no notion of them, be-

ing fo diffeient from thofe of our time.

But to i]3eak of fhips not fo extraordinary, and which were

more proper for the Mediterranean fea, than any of thofe built bv

the Armonicans, or ancient Gauls, we have but to look on thofe

conllrufted by Demetrius for the fiegt of Rhodes, v;hich, as far

as we can conjedure, were fach as could contain tv/elve hundred

men.

Here is what Plutarch fays of thofe veffels :
** Demetrius built

" large fhips, which had fo majeflic an appearance that they fafci-

** nated the eyes of all thofe who perceived them, and in fuch a
*' manner, that his very enemies were ffruck with admiration when
'' they faw this king's fhip, with fifteen or fixteen rows of oars,

** pafs fo quick along the fliore."

The learned Abbe CalTier fays, " That the death of Csefar

" hindered the reform he intended to make in the Roman navy
;

" Mark Anthony, at the battle of Adlium, followed Csefar's prin-

*' ciples, and it is known that he would have gained the day had
*' not Cleopatra fled with her {hips."

To fuch afTertions we make bold to anfv/er, that fuch a man as

Mark Anthony, engaged in continual civil wars, running from

Rome to the Alps, then to Lombardy, from thence to the capital,

and again to Afia, againft the Parthians and Egyptians, and at lail

plunged into perpetual feaflings. Sec. fuch a man, v e muft think,

was very improper to make reforms in matters which had teun

found ufeful for many centuries, fince we fee, that in our days, we

have been more than fifty years in finding the proper length of our

naval canon.

I fhall not pretend to decide on Csefar's intention, but I leave

you to judge if fuch an account as Monfieur PAbbc gives on Cae-

far's intended reform is probable ; v/hat Plutarch fliys of the battle

of Axium, may be a little in favour of Anthony's preferring heavy

fhips ; but his conduit proved his wrong judgment, 'i his ancient

author fays, " Mark Anthony had no lefs than five hundred fhips,

*' among which were fever al of eight and ten rows of oars ; his

" veiTels appear more fit for triumph than battle.

L
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*' Csefar had two hundred and fifty flilps, all light and eafy to

^* ^vcrk, but without the leaft appearance of pomp."
* Mark Anthony burnt ail hisfmall vefTels, but referved his bed

*^ and largeft, from three to ten rows of oars, and lixty Egyptian

" fhips. Vvhen everything was in order, he went round his fleet

** in a light frigate, encouraging his men to keep their poft in the

*' flraights, and think themfelves upon firm ground, from the

** weight and fteadinefs of their fiiips. After much flay in the

*' fame place, Mark Anthony's men, impatient to attack, from

" the opinion they had of the flrength of their vefTels, made their

" left wing advance, w^hith Caeflir perceiving, made his right wing
*' fail back to decoy his enemy out of the ftraights. Anthony's

" motion was very agreeable to C^far, as he knew Anthony had
" not hands enough to move his ponderous vefTels, for which rea-

f' fon they could not ftrike with their beaks as was ufual in fea-

'* fights ; thus Oetavius, taking the advantage he had over his an-

** tagonid:, gained the viftory."

This battle fhewed the judgment of Ccefar, and the little un-

derftanding of Mark Anthony, in what was neceffary to work

heavy fnips j for if he had had men in proportion to the fize of his

vefTels, he w-ould have funk Odavius's fhips at the firfl: fiiock; but

what could be expedted from fuch an imprudent man I

Let us now fee if the Romans thought the Gallic fhips prefer-

able to theirs ; when Julius C^efar's fleet was built on the Loire,

and had the neceffary quantity of men for rowing, as well as pi-

lots and failors, in order to attack the Vannois, he fays, '' The
" enemy had an advantage from, the make of their fhips ; their bot-

" toms were flatter than ours, and ofcourfe,they were lefs liable to

" be damaged, when the tide left them on fhallows: their heads and

" flerns were Iiigh, and better fitted to withfland the violentwaves

" of the ocean: they were built with oak, their crofs timbers were

'1 a foot fquare, and faflened with nails of an inch thick. Their

" anchor faflened with iron chains ;
* their fails were made with

*' pliable, and well prepared fl^ins, more proper to endure the

** tempefKious winds of the ocean, and give motion to fuch heavy

" bodies. It ^-^^as againfl fuch fliips, (faid he) our fleet was to en-

" gage ; but we furpafl'ed them in quicknefs of motion, though

*' we could not hurt them with our beaks, they being too ftrong-

" ly built for us ; nor could we £ifely attack them, on account of

*' their height ; for the fame reafon, they were not afraid of fhal-

* Thcfe iron inftrumcnts prove that the Gauls had Ironworks.
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" low water, nor being left afliore, when the tide went off, all

" which our veflels dreaded."

To fhew how much fitter the Roman fhips were for their pur-

pofe, than thofe of the Gauls, we fee that when C^^fir fir ft ap-

peared on the Britifh coaft, the natives were adoniihed at the

Ihape and manner of going of the Roman Hiips, and at the eite6l of

the Roman engines, which made them fall back, and give Caefar's

-army time to land. This demonftrates that the Roman manner

of building was fitter for their purpofe than Monfieur VAhhe Car-

Her thinks; from ^^hich we may conclude that Csefar thought little

about changing his manner of building to copy an inferior one.

A farther proof that the Romans would never have copied the

Gallic method of building Ihips is the flow manner in which the

Gauls made their veffels- The ancient Romans had fare rules by

which every carpenter could work properly, as may be conceived

by the great number of fhips they built when wanted, and as it ap-

pears by what thefe conquerors did on the Gallic fiiore, where

Csefar ordered his army to build * as many veffels as they could,

while he was in winter-quarters ; but, as he had obferved, "that

" the waves on the ocean were lefTened, by going in and outofthc

*< tide, he ordered his faips to be lefs lofty than thofe built in the

** Mediterranean, in order to have them drawn on fhore, v. ith

" lefs difficulty; and that they fiiouldbe broader, in order to car-

" ry more burden, and be lighter for rowing, as well as for fiiil-

" ing."

At Ccefiir's return from winter-quarters, he found upwards of

600 fiiips and 28 gaUiesf built, though his men had had a hard

winter ; fo defirous were they to follow his orders.

« C^far,at the head of five legions, left the Gallic fhore, with a

<* gentle foutherly wind, which fell at midnight ; this made the tide

« carry him to the right, and, at day-break, he perceived Britain

« on his left hand, which made him tack about, to regain what he

«* had loft in the night, in order to land in the fame place which

* This (hews that every man could work at fhip -building, from eafy rules,

very different from our method, which is attended with an mhnity ot coft.y

""+ At firft fight, it is furftlfiug how the Romans could build fuch a quantify

of (hips in a wmter ; but, if it be rightly conlidered, it wUl be leen that a

the foldiers could make ufe of faws, axes, augurs, and all the necel ai. too s

for working wood : and as every man who can make^ufe of luch.nllrun.eat.

can figure timber as he plcafes, all the army could be ^^^^^^"^^ \)f'X
more fo, as the ancients had general and fimple rdles for

f^jr^^^^^^'^^'^ ^^^^^^^^^^

the officers, in winter quarter., hikd up their tane v^.Ox iupermiendins thofe

works.
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** had been fo fortunate for his return laft campaign ; on this occa-

'* fion, his foldiers fhewed their defire to make up for loft time,

^'^ and rowed for." aid the heavy tranfports, with as much quicknefs

'* as if they had been galHes, for which Casfar praifed them much."

This fingle inftance fhews how the Romans could make ufe or

oars on their fhips of burden ; and that the ancient refTels were made

fo as to employ fails and oars at the fame time, and of couife, to

keep up to the wind, nearer than we can, in moderate weather.

The better to prove thc-improbability of the P-omans copying the

heavy Gallic fliips, we hare but to look at the fea-fight before

Marfeilles, were they had much trouble with tv/eive great vefTels,

built in thirty days after they had cut dov/n the trees ; the green-

nefs of the wood rendering them fo heavy that they could hardly

be managed.

From thefe premifjs every one will conclude, that Csefar never

dreamed of changing his manner, for that of the clumfy Gallic

mode, fince, three centuries after, as Appian fays, ** the Romans
" had two thoufand light fnips, and fifteen hundred vefTels, with

" five and fix rows of oars; they had alfo eight himdred large

jfhips, which they nam.ed Ptolemiques, for their Em.peror's pomp,

carved and gilt from hc:id to fl-ern."

Having faid fomething of what is moll: remarkable in the anci-

ent {hips of war, we muft take a little notice of their mercantile

veffcls. As far as we can difcover, their proportions were four

breadths^for one length, as may be feen in the Wifhes of Lucian,

when he mentions a large fiilp which carried corn from Alexandria

to Rome, which, from b:id weather, was driven into the Pyreura

the port of Athens.

As the Grecian and Roman feas were notfo extenfive as tliofe

of the ocean, their fnips had no need of fuch ftrong timbers as we
make ufe of at prefent ; for which reafon, v; e may fafely fay, that

neither the Grecian nor the Roman merchant fhips, could crofs the

long fpace, in the x^tlantic ocean, which feparates Europe from

America, though they went over the Black Sea, as appears by

what follows.

An ancient author, mentioned by Diodoras Siculus, fays, that

« from the northernmoft part of the Black Sea, where the Scy-

<< thians dwelt in ice and fnow, fhips have been feen to come, with

" a good ^^ ind, from thofe frozen countries, and arrive in ten days;

** after which they have been at Alexandria in four days; in ten

*' days more v^eirt up the Nile into Ethiopia.'* Ccmmcrce its
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Egypiletis, And thus they could run, in the fpace of 24 days from

the coldeil regions to the hotteft.

From what has been feen, fhip-builders, in thofe days, knev/ hov?

to make their veiTels run from the north part of the black Sea, to

Egypt, in 1 4 days, which fliews that the ancients had more know-

ledge in maritime affairs than generally our fea-faring gentlemen

think, who feldom give themfelves the trouble of looking into an-

tiquity, where they would find our forefathers had fome underftan-

ding in the arts as well as ourfelves. From what has been faid, the

Romans had no need to change their fyflem of fhip-building for

that of the Gauls.

We allow that Monfieur I'Abbe Carlier's remarks maybe curi-

ous ; but, from the little which the ancient authors have faid on

thcfe matters, how could he imagine fuch a problematic propofition

could be believed by the members of the Academy ? Yet they did

believe it; but, from v: hat has been fliewn, anybody may boldly

fay, that nineteen hundred years paft, our forefathers could never

crofs the Atlantic ocean, and, of courfe, could not know America.

I nave heard, indeed, forty years 2.go, that an Irilhman, taken by

the favages, in America, cried out in his native language ; and that

the words he fpoke had fuch an effect upon thpfe people, that they

thought there was fome connection between the Irifli tongue and

their own, which induced them to give him his liberty. There,

Sir, is one more difcovery for your inventive antiquarians ; it may

lead them to the analogy of the Hibernian grammar, with that of

the Americans; as well as on the arts and fciences, manufactures,

and commerce of thefe wild people.

But, to fliew how cautious writers fliould be in advancing hj^o^

thetical notions, the fhorteft way to America is more than 30 de-

grees in longitude, through ftrong currents, and terapefluous oceans,

large enough to fwallow ten millions of Gallic nat bottom (hips,

rigged I know not how, iv'ith pliant^ nvdl-drejfed f/ins, and anchors

fajiened to iron chains.

Befides they raiaft have had other methods of working their

fhips, than ihofe they have left us a notion of, to navigate in thofe

dangerous feas, which make the boldeft mariners tremble. But to

come from that new world, how could they find their way, in lati-

tudes where fogs are fo thick as to hinder one man's feeing another

half way over the {hip.

From what you have feen, Sir, it mud appear very extraordi-

nary, that Monfieur 1'Abbe Carlier fhould conclude, fo poiitively,
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from, as he fays, the little documents, to hint the ancient authors

have left us ; but it is ftill more extraordinary, that an Academy
of Antiquariiins fliould have crowned fuch a work, cfpecially when

moll: of the fea-faring gentlemen of our days, are of opinion that

all that has been faid of the ancients, on their fhips of vv'ar, is fa-

bulous.

Let thefe gentlemen remember that Julius Csefar, in his Com-

mentaries, is very particular in the defcription of his engagement

with the Egyptian fhips before Alexandria.

I do not pretend to give reafons why our writers and mariners

do not believe what the ancients have faid, but I am perfuadedthat

thofe who generally comment on ancient arts, have very little ex-

perience, in thofe of our own times, being more converfant in

ftyle, than in the experience arts require, as may be feen in the

Encyclopedies, hich are almoft written and copied by men, who

make it their bufmefs to write on arts they have never prad:ifed.

From this we m?y conclude, that the knowledge of the ancient

arts is not eafily obtained from the works of our prefent writers,

who, for inl^ance, name three-banked fhips, &c. thofe with three

rows of oars, for i^nt of underftanding the practical part ; hke

thofe tranfl.itors, who undcrfiand not the true ifile of the language,

and much lef: the techuical terms of arts, which will ever put in

confufion the great ti: orator in the world, if he has not experience

in the ar: he fpe.iks of

As you lee, Sir, I have given fome reafons to fliew how far wc
are from having a thorough knowledge of the ancient maritime

arts. I hope to be excufed if I venture an opinion on what I

think is very material for faving of Ihips, in many cafes, together

with a oreat number of men's lives. I mean to take fcmethin^

from the ancients, and aT'>ply it to our manner of ading, for which

I fliculd propof; a premium; '• For the beft manner of tacking

" about, vithout fail, and with fail, to go in and out of port, back-

"vards and forwards, v itnoat tuni'.'o. in all weather, except

*' ftorms and ftrong winds, as the ancient Greeks and Romans

"did; this to be done without obdru^^ing tl^e prefent manner of
*' working fhips, one thoufand pounds.*'

Many think the French are the bed theorifls in naval architec-

ture; but their method, as well as thofe cf other nations, appears

not to be founded on plain and fixed principles ; for the dimen-

fions of their ftiips are at variance one with the other. For exam-

ple, fays a builder at Brefl, a fhip ought to be from one hundred and

feventy-five to one hundred and ei^^htv feet long, by forty-fe-



MILITARY REPOSITORY. By

ten to fifty broad, and twenty-two to twenty-five in the hold. Vef-

fels of other fizes have no better rules; a frigate of thirty-fix guns,

they fay, ought to be one hundred and twenty to one hundred and

thirty feet in length, by thirty-three, or tliirty-four in breadth, and

/ixteen or feventeen in the hold

I fhall not fay that fuch a diverfity of dimenfions proves their

not having juft ideas of the proportions of their art, but Ifliallmake

bold to put a few queftions to thefe gentlemen.

What inconvenience would there be, in making a firft-rate faip,

of 200 feet long, and 50 broad, with a hold of 25 feet ? It would

carry more fail and go quicker. Such dimenfions are fo fimple,

that a child could put them in pradice ; fince they give four breadths

for one length, and the hold half the midfliip. All fhips fhouldbe

made in .thefe proportions, that is, in aliquot parts ; then we ihould

be certain which would be bed: for different ufes.

To build frigates of 108 or i ro feet long, for thirty guns merely

for the accommodation of the metal, is like being guided by accef-

fary parts, to find principles for the direction of the whole

;

•whereas, it fiiould be the fubjeft which governs the! attribute.

Nothing, in fiiort, is more apt to lead Into difficulties than reafon-

ing from landom principles, inflead of founding them on harmoni-

ous rules, which lead to true maxims, and give the firft ideas of

the parts which compofe an invention. 1 his ancient manner of

reafoning is not eafily to be found in the modern contrivers, who
feldom, or never look out of the track they are in, and even offer

premiums to underftand a part more of the wrong routine they have

been born in.

I am, my good Friend,

Your humble fervant,

IV. BLJIET.

THE SEVEN YEARS, OR THIRD SILESIAN WAR,
FROM 1756 TO 1763.

[^Continuedfrom page 45

r REDER.IC wrote, foon after this battle, a very remarkable

letter to Lord Marlhal, expreffive of his feehngs ; he fald, " fuc-

cefs, my Lord, fometimes betrays us into a fatal confidence. Twen-

ty-three battallions were not enough to beat fixty thoufand men

«ut of an advantageous poft. Another time we fiiall do it better.
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Fortune flicwcd her back upon me that day. I fhould have ex-

pelled {he is a woman, and I am not gallant. She declared in fa-

vour ofthe ladies who are at war with me. What do you think

of a league again ft the Margrave of Brandenburg ? With what

aftonifliment would the great Frederic William behold his grand

fon engaged in a war with Ruffia, Auftria, nearly all Germany, and

an hundred thoufand Frenchmen. I do not know whether it is a

Ihame for me to be overcome ; but certain I am, that it will be but

little honour to conquer me."

This philofophical ma»ner of thinking on a change of fortune

difarmed his ccnfors and encreafed his admirers. From this fin-

gle day his fituation became dreadful ; his good profpeds vanilh-

cd, and his deflru6lion feemed to be inevitable.

The battle of Collin decided the fate of Prague, the fiege being

immediately raifed. The departure of the Pruflians was with

great order, and not fecretl}?-. They quitted the trenches and ea-

trenched pofts early in the morning, with colours flying and drums

beating, though not without fome lofs. A number of wounded

and fonie cannon were left to the enemy ; who now haftened out

of their confinement, and fell upon the retreating troops. The
fatal fituation of the latter was, however, much amended by Fre-

deric's difpofition, who divided his forces fldlfully into feveral

feparate corps and milled the enemy in that manner, facilitating

thereby greatly the march of his troops over the Bohemian moun-

tains. The king's attention was now directed towards his own
provinces, which required protection : for Collin was in a manner

the lignal to the French, Ru ans, S'vedes, and the troops of the

Empire, to invade vigoroully the Pruffian dominions ; and he was

now formally outlawed by the grand council of the Empire. The

French, under the command of Marflial D'Etrees, took polTefiion

of Weflphalia, and defeated the Hanoverians under the Duke of

Cumberland. The Ruflians entered the kingdom of Pruffia with

an army of 100,000 men, which field Marlhal Lehwald endca-

Toured to protedl with 30,000. Prince Soubife, with a fecond

army of French, joined the troops of the Empire with the view of

entering Saxony, and the Swedes crofied the Baltic to invade

Pomcrania.

Brown was now dead, and the Auftrian troops were under the

command of Prince Charles and Daun. Thcfe generals invaded

Lufatia. The corps "of the Duke of Bevern, which were to protcdl

that province, being too weak to make head againfl fuch a power,
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were forced to retreat continually. The Auftriar.s puifued the

Pruflians, ftep by ftep, through Saxony and Silefia, to the very

gates of Brefiav/. Another Auftrian array in the mean time be-

(leged Zittau, oiae of the moil: flourifhing manufacturing cities in

Germany. The rage of the enemy was fo great, that, in order to

gain poffeffion of that place, which was open and only occupied by

fome Prullian battalions, they threw bombs and red hot balls into

the town ; fo that it reprefented, after a few hours, a mere heap of

afhes ; a barbarity to \^ hich they v ere animated by Prince Xavier

of Saxony himfelf. The Pruflian troops cut their way through

the enemy that farrounded them, and a few only were taken pri-

foners.

Already in the fpring an army of obferyation had affembled in

the northern part of Germany, which confifled of Hannoverians>

Heffians, Brunfwicks. and feme battalions of the troops of Gotha

and Bukeburg. Thefe were joined by a few thoufand PrufTians,

fo that this army was 50,000. But it was too a^ eak to refift

the French army, whofe numbers were greater. After the latter

had pafled the Wefer. taken Emden, and put Hannover under con-

tribution, a battle enfued near Hafknbeck between Marfhal D'Et-

reesandthe Duke of Cumberland, in which the latter v/as beaten.

The victorywas, however, in itfelf infignificant, and would not

have had any material confequence, if the Duke, from an appre-

henlion for the archives of Hannover and other things of value,

conveyed to Stade, for fecurity's fake, had not been diO^ofed to

withdraw with his army to the north, in order to cover that town.

But he was foon enclofed by the French, cut off from die Elbe,

and put in a fituation that left nothing to him but to capitulate,

which was done the 8th of September, near Clofler-Seeven, under

the grant of the king of Denmark. The chief article of it was,

" that alLthe troops, Hannoverian as well as HeiKan and Brunf-

wicks, fhould be difembodied." This was done. The foldiers

went home, and their commander returned to England. Fre-

deric loft thereby an auxiliary army, ^^hich hitherto had occupied

the French in the field, and who now could direft their whole

force againft him.

They had, befides Hanover, likewife occupied the Heffian dates.

The French comiflliry of war, Foulon, reigned at CafTel like a

grand Vizier. The Landgrave, that he might not be a fpectator

U
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of the tyrannies committed in his own refidence, was gone to

Hamburgh, where he remained during moft part of the war.

The civil proceedings of the French were, however, mo-

derate, as long as the Marfhali D'Etr6es had the chief command.

He manifefted on every opportunity his generofity, as well as his

military talents. The Univerfity of Gottingen requefted his pro-

teaion. D'Etrees' anfwer deferves a place in this hiltory.

*' Gentlemen, .

« The univerfity of Gottingen, on account of the many great:

" men it has produced, who have confirmed its renown, is in too

«« great a repute to let this opportunity efcape, without (hewing the

«« particular efteem I entertain towards It. The univerfity may be

« eafy about the hard&ips the war carries along with it. I Ihall keep

«* them at a diftance from it, as far as it depends on me. I know

" very well how difadvantageous they are to the fciences; and I

" fhall take care that the troops do not moled fo excellent an aca-

« demy. With thefe fincere fentiments, I am, in reality.

Your mofl humble Servant,

Hshmunden, the^ MARSHAL D'ETREES."

i6/.6>/j', 1757.3

The very fame month D'Etrees received a royal letter from Ver-

failles, with orders to give up the command to the duke of Riche-

lieu, a creature of Madame de Pompadour ; but he was given

to underftand that the king would be glad if he would neverthe-

iefs ftay with the army. D'Etrees obeyed the order v.ithout pay-

ing any attention to the king^'s wifh. He departed as foon as his

fucceffor arrived.

Richelieu, therefore, reaped the fruits of the prudent meafures

of his ptedecelTor, as he forced the allies to the before-mentioned

capitulation. He had now formally taken upon him the command

of the whole Erench army, and occupied Brunfwick, from whence

he fent a great part of his troops (among which were the gens d'ai-

mes) to the army of Prince Soubife, vho now, in conjunaion

with the troops of the empire, marched towards Saxony. R i-

chelieu himfelf entered the Pruffian provinces ; the towns and

Tillages he either plundered and devaiUted, or threatened them

with fire and fword, in order to extort enormous contributions

from the harmlefs inhabitants. The exccfles of thofe Frenchmen

were fo great, that they almoft outbalanced the cruelties of the
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Coflacks. Many rich people were dreadfully beaten by order of
the French officers, to oblige them to pay contributions for their

fellow-citizens ; they violated young virgins and married women,
and fported with the lives of men. Nothing was moic frequent

among them than hanging up innocent people as fpies, on the moft

frivolous pretexts and groundlefs fufpicion, without the leaft (hadow

of evidence. This was the fate of many hundred Germans du-

ring the war, v/ithout refped to rank, age, or lituation.

The motto of the new French general, was extortion ; not fo

much for the fervice of his king, as for his own emolument.

Protected by his royal millrefs, he committed the niol'l fcandalous

a«5tions ; and very often arrangedj,his military operations according

to his private intereil:. Of all the generals, who commanded du-

ring the war, none, of any nation, enriched himfelf fo much as

Richelieu. He was fo far from concealing it, that, even before

tlie end of the war, he built, in the capital of France, a magnifi-

cent palace, which the Parifians called, Le pavilion d'Hannowe.

Frederic divided his army in many corps, in order to lay obfta-

eles in the way of the feveral armies, that advanced from all parts

towards Saxony, and towards the center ofhis ftates. He, how-

ever, did not confine himfelf to defence only ; he operated ofFcnfive-

ly wherever an advantageous opportunity occurred. Colonel May-

er entered the Palatinate, coIIe(5led contributions, palTed the circle

cf Frahconia, and threatened Nuremberg. The inhabitants of

this city, in their anxiety, made application to the afTembly of the

circle, requefting protection. This Franconian afTembly raanifeft-

ed its wifdom on that occafion. They defired of Colonel May-

er to legitimate himfelf about his invading Franconia; and that

he fliould make good all damages. The Pruffian general was not

provided with parchment; but be had ammunition and courageous

fotdiers. Fie, therefore, fliewed to the delegates his companions

in arms, and alked them whether they required a better legitima-

tion? after having obtained his deiign, he retreated; but took hoft-

ages along w ith him.

The Auftiians made ufe of thatdiviuon of the Prufiian troops;

and General Haddick ventured, with 4,000 men to the gates of

Berhn. This refidence, being without a rampart, partly v^ ithout

a wall, and only provided with pahfades, was then occupied only

with 2000 militia, befides a fexv recruits and other foldiers. The
royal family retired to Spandau, as foon as they heard of the ap-

proach cf the Auflrians. They had therefore not much to fca
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from a flying corps, that was deprived of every means to diflurb

the Metropolis, and -vhlch had to fear the being ait off. Had-

dick challenged the town, attacking tv/o gates at once. 1 he pali-

fadcG of the one 'vere fired to the ground, and now the Aiiftrians

entered the fuburhs in cro>^ ^s. The inhabitants (liev/ed themfelves

v/orthy of the name of Brandenburg—whole liveries joined and of-

fered to rcpulfe the enemy; but the commander, General Rcchau,

would not' allow any fiich trial. At the fdburbs of the gate of

Copcnick only, a flviimilh happened between a Pruffian detach-

ment and the Auftrians, but nothing decifive.

Hov/ever, the nev.^s of the approach of Prince Moritz of An-

halt-Defiaudifquieted the enemy. Haddick, who knew the dan-

ger of a delay, was moderate in his demands, which at laft were

agreed to, not fo much from fear, as from a wifli to put a period

to the exiting troubles. They paid to the enemy 200,000 rix-

dollais, v/ith which they marched off in great hafle.

In the kingdom of Pruffia the fcenes of war were likewlfe

opened. TIic Ruffians arrived there to the numbei of more than

lOOjOOO men under the command of Field-Marfhal Apraxin, and

had taken poffeffion of Memel. Their light troops, Coffacks^

Calmucks and Tartars, devaftated the country with fire and fword,

in a manner unknown to Europe fmce the time of the Hunians»

Thofc barbarians either killed or disfigured harmlefs people from a

diaboUcal plcafure. They hung many on trees, or cut of their ears

and nofes ; of fome they amputated the legs ; whilft others had

their bellies ripped open, and their hearts torn out. Even tombs

were ranfacked, and the bones of the dead thrown about in wanton

cruelty. Noblemen and clergymen were terribly beaten, laid na-

ked upon burning coals, and murdered in every poffible fliape which

the moft infernal barbarity could devife. They took children from

their v/retched parents and maffacred thera before their eyes.

Tvlarried women and viigins were violated. Many a lady killed

herfelf in order to efcape the brutality of thofe monfters. Num-

bers of people fled to Dantzig, whither the royal archive from

IConigfberg were carried. The Pruffian General Lehwald, could

oppofe the enemy with 30,000 men only. He attacked them,

however, on the 30th of Augafl:, near great lagerfdorf in their

entrenchments. Succefs declared at firft in favour of the fmaller

r.rmy, which this time did not fight for the gratification of the am-

bition of a monarch : they fonght againft barbarians for their own

fake, for their lives, and for their welfare. The Pruffians had aU
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ready taken many Ruffian cannon, had overturned their cavalry,

and beaten one v ing of the main army ; when fuddenly viftory

declared againft them. The Pruffians had fet fire to feveral vil-

lages, laying within the field of battle. The fmoke confounded

them ; they attacked in confafion and v/ere outflanked. Lehwald

had here the fame good fortune as Frederic had at Collin. Kc
was fuffered to depart unmolefted. His lofs was 5,700 killed and

wounded. The Rufiians counted 7000, But their viAory

brought them very little advantage. They had no hopes of find-

ing provifion for their enormous army in that kingdom, already re-

duced to a dcfert. Apraxin, therefore, left but 1 0,000 men to

occupy Memel, marching off with his army a few days after the

battle. This retreat v as like a flight ; and happened fo precipitate-

ly, that 15000 men, fick and v/ounded, eight cannon, and a quan-

tity of war-ftores, were left behind. The march was effefted in

two (Columns, and both the routs marked with fire, plunder, and

every imaginable cruelty.—All towns and villages, where thofe in-

fernal hordes palTed, were deftroyedby fire and the roads v/ere co-

vered with dead bodies of men and cattle. The Prullian peafants,

driven to defpalr, defended themfelves, and thereby augmented

their misfortunes. The beaten, but not conquered Pruffians, pur-

faed the Ruffians to the frontiers of Frederic's {b.tes.

At this retreat a fingular accident happened. The King of

Pruffi.a received an ally, which he never could have thought of,

whereby he got rid of fome thoufands of Calmucks. This aiftive

ally was t\itfmcJI-pox. The Calmucks who, in their country, had

lived without the knowledge of that diforder, became acquainted

with it here, to their aflonifiiment. Many fell a facrif^e to it.

Even their commander \Tas attacked by it, and now nothing could

retain them any longer. The w hole corps of this wild people re-

turned to their homes.

The- Ruffian generals fuffered them to depart q^iietly. They

were glad to get rid of thofe monfters who were worfe than the

Coffiacks, and would not be governed at all. A few only of

them, guided by rapacity, quitted their countrymen, and remam-

ed with the Ruffian army.

That nation, who, for the firll time, came into the field againfl

Germans, was the wildeft of all Frederic's enemies ; they were

as unworthy to be led againft a cultivated ftate, as to fiipport a

difciplined army. Incapable oT giving aid by their arms to any

Tiaory of the regular army, the latter rather fuffered by their de-
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vaftations, being obliged to fliare in the fcandal occafioned by the
cruelties of thofe hordes, who approached the ftate of wildnefs

nearer than that of barbarity. 1 hofe Calmucks live along the Caf-

plan fea, and the river V/oIga. They are a free people ; being,

however, under Ruluan protedlion, for which they are obliged to

take the field whenever the monarchs of that empire require it.

They have no pay; but each of them receive annually one ruble

and a fur coat of fheep ikin. They are Monades, having neither

towns nor villages. Their habitations are tents. They are con-

tinually roving about with them from place to place, wherever they

find a fitnation which affords food for their cattle ; for in this only

confifts their whole wealth. They are extremely ugly ; refembling

oiie anotlier fo much, that it is very difficult to diftinguifh them.

'J^heir faces are very flat, and almofl fquare. Their eyes like thofc

of the Chinefe, are very little and deep in the head, the nofe iiat,

mouth and ears extremely large, the latter projeaing from the

head. They carry bows and arrows, which they throw very far

and veryexadl. Their religion is the heathen.

Frederic now called Lehwald from Rufha, ordering him to

march againft the Swedes. Thefe French allies Vv^ere at that time
arrived in Pom^rania to the number of 22,000 men, among which
they had 4000 horfe. The warHke fpiritof that nation threatened

the Rufiians with a formidable enemy. But the honour of a
crown, and the glory of brave troops, were perhaps never more
expofed than on this occafion. The equipment of the Swedifh
army, as it appeared at that time in Germany was a pcrfedt iatirc

on the modern art of war. There were.foldiers ranged in rank
and file well exercifed, and full of eagernefs to fight, but they
were in want of every thing elfe. Without a commifTary, without

a bakery, without magazines, without boat-bridges, no light

troops, no fubordination, leaders without experience in the art of
^^ar, to whom, ho *a ever, every (lep was minutely prefcribed by
the Swedifli council of war, w^ho never were unanimous among
themfelves, and at every undertaking threatened with being made
anfwerable for the confequences. In this manner it appears plain,

why the warriors of this nation, which more than once decided
the fate of Germany, fword in hand, and in the Weftphalian peace
dictated laws to Europe, returned after five campaigns to their

homes difgraced and ridiculed.

T he want of light troops, forced the Swedes often to relinquifh

the beft defigns
: for the PrulTians mocked them from all fides and
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they were conltantly cutting off their fupplies. For v. ant of maga-

zines and pontons they could not penetrate far into the PruiTian do-

minions, and their iundion with the French, Ruffian, or Auiliian

armies which was their conftant objetfi:, was always expofcd to fo

many difficulties, that they even did not once attempt it. The

Swedifh theatre of war was therefore confined to a fmall corner

in the north of Germany. Thofe troops moved about in Pomera-

nia and a part of the Mark, without ever attempting any thing

worth notice, and thus they a6ted during the whole war.

The king now endeavored to bring the French and the troops

of the empire to a6lion, direding, for thispurpofe, his march to-

v/ards them. His fituation was terrible—Far and near furrounded

with enemies, who dally multiplied, his viftories availed him no-

thing. It was like cutting off the head of the hydra; for as foon

as he had defeated one army, two others marched againft him.

—

By a decree of the empire, he was declared to have forfeited not

only his dominions but alfo his Ele6loral dignity. The defign and

the power to overcome him entirely were ftronger, and therefore his

hopes were weaker than ever- Yet at that very moment the ferenity

of his mind-was great enough to enable him to compofe his will in

French verfes, Jull: as his apprehenfions v/ere, that he fhould be

fubdued by numbers, he neverthelefs took all neceffary fteps to

conquer. His army, reduced by fo many engagements, confifted

only of 22,000 men,; that of the enemy 60,000. The latter had

already experienced a proof of Pruffian valour near Gotha. All

the French general ofHcers, with their commander Soubife at

their head, and a body of 8coo men, had felefted Gotha for

their place of recreation, to refrelli themfeives from the fatigues of

war. The duke held a grand court-day, and mighty preparations

were made at the palace for the fuitable entertainment cf thofe

great and warlike guefls. It was dinner-time ; the tables were laid

and the French faewed great appetite, when the Pruffian general

Seydlitz appeared at the gates v ith 1500 horfc. The 8000

Frenchmen relinquilhed without refinance the fraoaking difhes,

and fled out of the city. A few foldiers cnly were taken prifon,

ersjbuta number of valets, footmxn, cooks, hair dreifers, miflrefP

es, field-chaplains, and players—commodities infeparable from a

French army. The equipage of many generals fell into the hands

of the Prulfians, among which were found v/hole chefls of per-

fumed waters and pomatums, a oum.ber of powdering gowns, hair-

bags, umbrellas, night gowns, and parrots. Seydlitz left to hh
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huiTars that toilet-booty, and fent back the dregs of gai: with-

out ranfora. ;/

The French were as much pleafed to End themfelTCs once mor^

in polTeffion of thofe preffing neceffitles they had loft, as if they

had gained a vidory. Their courage for lighting increafed fo much,

that they v/ere folely concerned left the king ftiould efcape them.

Several of his marches and pofitions confirmed this conjecture

:

they knew the promptnefs of his movements, his manoeuvres, and

his art of \var, hitherto, merely from reports; which, however,

made fo little imprefHon on their minds, that they took courage

to attack him on a ground, where he had an opportunity of difplay-

ing his tadical knowledge. Their expectation was not only to

beat him, but to take his whole army. They even ftarted the quef-

tion in the French camp, whether it would be an honour to engage

fo fmall a body ? There never exifted a more ridiculous military pre-

judice, and never v/as it more fuitably punifhed.

It was on the 5th of November, near the village of Rofbach m
Saxony, one mile diftantfrom Lutzen, where Guftavus Adolphus

fought and died for the liberty of Germany, that one of the moft

extraordinary battles was fought. The king, by a motion of re-

treat, drew the French out of their advantageous pofition. They

thought he endeavoured to fave himfelf from their hands, and

ftrove to fall upon his rear. Frederic, who was again encamped,

depending on the alacrity wherewith he could range his troops in

order of battle, viewed the movements of the enemy calmly, even

without fuffenng his troops to draw out. The Prufiian camp ftood

immoveable ; and, as it was juft dinner-time, the foldiers were bufy

at their meals. The French feeing this at a diftance, could hard-

ly believe their own'^eyes: they confidered it as a ftupor of defpe-

ration, in which even the idea of defence is given up. This de-

ception, wound up to the higheft pitch, was not a fmall caufe of

the trifling refiftance, and the dreadful panic which made that day

fo renowned.

General Seydlitz at once ruflied forwards with the Pruflian 1

cavalry from behind a hill, and fell like a thundei-ftorm with a maf*

terly manoeuvre upon the enemy, who was intoxicated with hopes.

Here was performed what never before was feen on a field of bat-

tle. Tlie light horfe charged and overturned the heavy one.

The huITars with their fwift horfes had the boldnefs to attack

the French gens d'armerie. Neither the courage peculiar ta

that corps, nor their ColofTian horfes, were here able to decide.
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AB-V; '"•'^pttlfed. Soubife ordered the corps-de-refervc to ad-

. an*. . at it no fooner appeared, than it was beaten out of the

iieid. At the fame time the Pruffian infantry, who till now had

remained inaftive, advanced fuddenly in order of battle, and re-

ceived the French with a tremendous nre of cannon, followed by

a regular difcharge of mufquetry, the fame as zt reviews. The

French infantry were nov/ forfaken by their cavalry, and attacked

by the enemy in the fiank. Soubife attempted French experi-

ments in vain. His columns were cafily difperfed, and nothing

remained but a general flight. The French, as well as the troops

of the empire, threw away their arms, in order to facilitate their

fafety. A few regiments of Sv/ifs only fought a little longer, and

were the laft on the field. The viftory was fo quickly decided,

that the vanquifhed could not even lay claim to the honour of a

fpirited refinance ; on the contrary, they accufed themfelves with

being panic-ftruck ; not omitting, at the fame time, to lay all the

blame on the troops of the empire.

Schwerin died a month too foon, to have the pleafure of behold-

ing this triumph of the Prullians. In his opinion, which he often

declared, a victory over the French was the bnly thing to crown

the military glory of Pruffia. Several Cnguiar occurrences aug-

mented the remarkable events of that day. Frederic found on the

field of battle a French grenadier, furioufly defending hirafelfagain ft

three Pruflian horfemen, to whom he would not furrender. Fre-

deric's command put an end to the unequal combat. He aflced

'the grenadier whether he thought himfelf invincible? " Yes, Sire,"

•faid the grenadier, '* under your command." The king walked

about the field of battle, confoHng the wounded French officers;

who, moved by his condefcenfion, hailed him as the moft accom-

plifned warrior, who, not contented with having vanquifhed their

"

bodies, had conquered their hearts likewife. The booty of the

Prullians was very confiderable. Among other things, a number

of St. Lewis' croiTes fell into the hands of the Pruffian hulfars,

who decorated themfelves vith them. Seventy-two cannon, and

feventy-two ftandards were taken with 6,220 prifoners. The com-

. bined armies counted 3.560 killed and wounded, and the Pruffians

300. Prince Henry of Pruffia and General Seydlitz were among

the wounded. So cheap and complete a victory over a warlike

nation is a phenomenon in modern hiftory. The fhortnefs of the

days at that feafon of the year faved the flying army from tot;aI de*

N
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ftiualon; for it was not a retreat, but a flight in the greateft con-

fufion.

The German nations, large and fmall, without refpea to party

and private intereft, were iatisfied with this via:ory over the French,

V hich was looked upon as a national triumph.

Of all human tranfadions there is certainly none more ferioas

than a battle where thoufands ©f men murder one another: but the

batttle of Rofbach was confidered as a mere fierce both by friends

and foes ; even the Parifians were not the laft to entertain fuch an

opinion. Soubife was particularly ridiculed by the Parifian wits

who were perpetually making epigrams and ballads on him. In the

French capital, where new objeas were panting for, time at length

nearly obliterated the humiliation of this French General : but in Ger-

many it remained in lively remembrance ; and the word Rofbach re-

founded from the Baltic to the Alps, without refpeft to rank, in

the ears of every Frenchman whom they wanted to infult.

The great prepofTeffion of Frederic towards that nation, which

manifefted itfelf upon this occafion, could not weaken the derifion.

Several hundred French ofHcers were taken prifoners, who were

fent to Berhn whh leave to appear at court. A few of them on-

ly had feen the court of Verfailles; the royal palace at Berlin was

therefore to them a (Irange region. '] o that came the idea of a

marquis de Brandenburg, to whom, as the fafhion was at Paris,

they did the honour, de falre iine efpece de gueree. This was the

rcafon why thofe French ofEcers forgot Rofbach and their confine-

ment, and conduced themfelves in that refidence in fo unbecoming

a manner, that it was thought neceflary to remove them. They

were carried to Magdeburg.

To this circumftance the following trait belongs : A lady at the

Pruflian court, who in the queen's apartment was prefent with a

French Colonel, afl^ed him his opinion of Berhn. ' The French-

man anfwered.: " I confider it as a large village." T he lady, of-

fended by this unexpeded infolence, had prefence of mind enough

to aire him the following excellent anfwer: "You are in the

" right, Sir; fmce the French peafants arrived at Berlin, it has

" greatly the appearance of a village : otherwife, it is a very mag-

*' nificent city."

The news of the battle of Rofbach had fuch an effea' on the

queen of Polafid, in whofe foul the flroRgefl pafTions raged, that

fhe was found dead the next morning. She had been fickly fome-

timc before, but not fo much as to create any apprehenficns of her
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Jeath. She had left her courtiers the evening before full of grief;

and, when they made their appearance next moining, (he had ex-

pired. Frederic loll in her an Irreconclliable enemy, who, guided

by fanaticifm, had not a fmall Ihare in that difaflrous war which

made her fubjeiSts fo miferable.

Of the defeated French, and the troops of the empire, there

tvas not a veftige in Saxony and the adjacent provinces. They de-

ftroyed all the bridges behind them left they iliould be purfued and

difperfed thereby; fo that many bodies of them did not halt till

ihey came to the Rhine—continually in dread of having the king

at their heels. But Frederic was called to Silefia by the progrefs

of the Auftrians. The French army under Marfhal Richelieu,

which he left at the frontiers of his dominions, he hoped foon to

keep in awe, with an army that began aiTembiing in an unexpedled

manner*

[To he cont\nued.'\_

LIFE OF NADIR KOULI, A PERSIAN HERO, FROM lG%^

TILL 1747.

X HE birth and beginning of this man, who is often called the

fccond Alexander, are as obfcure, as his actions are known, and

muft excite the curiofiiy of thofe who are inquifitive into the ob-

je6ts of hiftory.

Nadir was born In the year 1687, probably In a tent not fir

from Mefched. The name of his father was Iraan Kouli, who earn-

ed his bread by making Iheep-fldn coats, the apparel of the lowed:

people in Perfia. Nadir hirafelf was bred up to the employment of a

fhepherd. He v/as but thirteen years of age when Tman Koali

died, who left him In fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to

gather fticksin the v,^oods,for the fupportof himfelf andhis mother,

and to carry them to market on an afs and a camel, which were his

only patrimony. In the year 1 704, when he was feventeen years

old, the Oufoeg Tartars made an Irruption into Khorafan ; among

the number of inhabitants, whom they carried into flavery, was

Nadir Kouli and his mother ; fne died in captivity, but he made

his efcape in 1708, and returned to Hcrafan. By ail accounts he

lived by robbery, till the year 1712, when he entered into the fer-

vlce of a Beg, by whom he was emplv>yed as a courier. He vv'as

fent with difpatches ofImport to the Perfian court at Ifpahan, In com-
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pany with another courier, whom he killed on the road ; however,

he knew how to tell his liory fo well at Ifpahan, that he received

preferits, and was Tent back with anfwcrs. His mafter, notwithrtand-

ing, received him fo indifftrently, that Nadir fufpeded he was dif-

trultcd ; this,'and a violent paflion he had conceived for his mafler's

daughter, whom he had afked in maniage, but was refufed, led

him to the murder of his mader: which done, he took the lady

away, and retired into the mountains, a^ here he again refamed his

former profefTion of robbing. In 17 14, Nadir found an opportu-

nity of entering into the fervice of Babulu Khan Governor of

Khorafan, three or four hundred miles diftant from the place of

his robberies. In 1717, the Ouibegs, in a body of JO,ooo men,,

bet^inning to lay wafte the fertile plains of Khorafan, Babulu Khaa

colleded his forces, which did not exceed 6000 men, and Nadir

Kouli, who, by his genius, became a favourite of his mafter, was put

at the head of them, and though much inferior in nnmber, decla-

red that he would pledge his life for the fuccefs of the expedition.

The Ouibegs were already within a few days march of Mefched.

Nadir, with great apphcation, provided every thing necelTary, and

%\ ent in fearch of the enemy, who w as almoft double in number,

llie Tartars charged ^^ith great fury; Nn-dir chofe a proper ground,

and flood the fhock ; and when the Tartars by their own im-

petuofity were in fome diforder. Nadir's troops made a general

attack, and falling on the enemy with their fabres and battle-axes,

put them to flight, deftroying 3000, and retaking their plunder

and captives.

Nadir returned in triun'iph to Mefched. His fire of ambition

now be-r^an to blaze, and he demanded a confirmation in his office

of general. But for one redfon or other he did not fucceed, and
o

the command was given to a relation of Babulu Khan. Nadir,

with a ferocity peculiar to him, declared that the Khan had not a6l-

ed as a man of honour. In confeqnence ofwhich he was condemned

to be beaten In the fevereft manner, on the foles of his feet. A
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could not brook fuch indignities ; he

therefore left Mefched, in fearch of fome ne^v adventure.

The mind of a man like Nadir, could not long be idle. His

uncleachief of the Afghans, commanded at Kcelat, a ftrong place :

to him he applied, but without faccefs. It is probable that he had al-

ready, at this time planned a dedgn of getting pofTelTion of Koelat

;

however, he retired for the third time into the mountains, and took

to his old trade of robbery. He foon found means to colle<5l a
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a body of defperate fellows, and by robbing feveral caravans, lie

acquired riches enough to bring together a number of about eight

hundred men, who laid part of Khorafan under great contribtition.

"i he Afghans had at that time invaded Perfia, and compelled

HufTein to yield up his capital and his diadem. Toehmas, his fon,

had nothing left him but the province of Mazauderen, where he

took the title of Shah, whilfl: Nadir extended his lawlefs fove-

reignty in the eailern frontiers of that country, living on fpoil.

In 1727, Toehmas collected a little army, but one of his generals

fled from his cam.p, with the troops under his command, and join-

ed Nadir Kouh, who now had under liim, bet'een 2 and 3000
men, not more than thirty leagues diflant from, Ecslat. Nadir's

uncle, through fear, wrote to him, intimating that he and his fol-

lowers had now a fair opportunity of receiving pardon of hjs law-

ful fovereign, Shah Tcrhmas, by engaging in his fervice. Nadir

rehfhed the propofal, and ihe Shah being in need of fo experien-

ced an officer, immediately fent his paidon to Koelat. Nadir Kou-

li entered that place with 100 of his men, and found now a good

opportunity of exercifing his genius in the art of treachery. His

uncle meant him no harm, but Nadir was determined to revenueo
himfelf for the indignities he had received from him five years be-

fore. Having left orders that 500 of his beil men fiiould follow

him the next day, and keep thcmfelves in readinefs near Koelat;

he ordered his v/om.en within the cafde, on the fecond night, to

afTaffinate the centries, and fhut up the refl of the garrifon in their

barracks, whilft he went himXelf into his uncle's chamber and

murdered him. His 500 men were let in, and he became abfo-

lute mafler of the place. Nadir relieved his relations and friends

in that neighbourhood by his bounty ; and many of the inhabit-

ants, induced by his humanity, enlifted themfelves in his fervice.

Nadir, thus becom^e formidable, afpired to be the deliverer of

his country, and to drive out the Afghans, who, for five years pafl:,

had treated the Perfians with the utmoft barbarity; but confcious

that Shah Tcehmas muft refent his murdering of his uncle, he

rcfolved to atchieve fome fignal adion in behalf of the king, in

order to obliterate his 'condu(5t at Koelat.

He prepared, therefore, for an expedition againfl: the Afghans,

who, fecure in the neighbouiing city of Nicabar, where they had

a garrifon of 3000 men, had no great danger to apprehend. Na-
dir, unaccuftomed to ficges, made ufe of a ftratagem to draw the

enemy out of their garrifon : the Afghans, to ihe niuiiber of 600,
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were marauding, when Nadir detached feme of his cavalr)^ who
attacked them and cat them to pieces; upon this the governor,

with his whole garrifon, made a fally, but the Perfians retreated

towards Banrahad, a defile in the mountains, this was the rendez-
vous appointed. The Afghans purfued them for feveral league",

till they came to this defile. Nadir, in the interim, marched with

1500 of his men, and concealed them in a wood, at the entrance'

cf the defile. The Afghans, not fufpecT:ing any other enem.y,

followed thofe before them with impatience to revenge thelofs they

hadjuft fuftained; and as foon as they had entered the defile, the

Perfians faced about, whilft Nadir with his 1 500 men fell upon
them in the rear, with fuch impetuofity, that the afxoFillied Af-
ghans, fufpecling themfelves furrounded by a great army, became
an eafy prey, and few of them efcaped the flaughter. Nicabax

fan endered in confequence of this to Nadir, of which he took

poiTciTion in the name of Shah Toehmas. The effeds of the Af-
ghans he divided among his foldiers, and the humanity with which
he treated the inhabitants, procured him, fi-om them, a reinforce-

ment of loco men-

Shah Toehmas was, at this time, reduced to great extremities,

and Nadir's military reputation was greatly increafed. Tcehmag
had his quarters at Farabad, and received Nadir's ofl^er, to keep

himfelf and his troops in readinefs for his fervice, with pleafure.

Nadir was introduced to the Shah, by Tatey All Khan Khagar,
.

the chief of Tcehmas's finall army, and matters were adjufted toj
their mutual fatisfadion. Nadir's troops nov/, to the number of
five thoufand entered the province of Mazanderan, and joined

thofe of Tatey AH Khan, fo that the whole was an army of eight

thoufand men. Nadir made it his ftudy to^ cultivate a good un-

derftanding with the Khan, but not being able to bear an equal,

much lefs a fuperior, he inftigated his creatures to complain of

tlie condud of the Khan, and he, himfelf, took a proper oppor-

tuiiity of acquainting his Majefty v/ith a treacherous corrcfpon-

dence, carried on between the Khan and Meluck Maghmud, the

rebel-governor of Mefched. Toehmas, who had the misfortune

rot to be wifer tlian his father HufTein, believed the fadl, and the

ruin of the Khan was refolved on. Kc was put to death at Court
by a fervant, and Nadir carried forth the head on a fpear to the

foldiers, declaring the reafons of the Khan's death.

In 1728, Nadir having thus removed the bar to his ambition,

was inftituted Khan, and received tb^e command of the whole

army : he now began to difplay all the talents of an able miniller
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and a great General. He was madcr in the art of improvlncr ad-
vantages. One of his peculiar charadleriftics, was a piercing?

knowledge of men, and he gained the affeaions of the commoii
foldiers, by an unwearied attention to every circumflance that

could promote tlieir intereft. His firfl: care v/as to engage his

mafter to march his army into Khorafan, and Tcehmas made his

entrance at Nicahar, the 15th of May, Nadir found no difficulty

to augment the Shah's army to the number of eighteen thoui-md men.

Nadir prepared to march againft the Abdallees, who had taken

pofTeliion ofMefched; where the Shah found no refinance and
retook it, and Nadir, v ho was perfonally known in that city,

where Babulu Khan had feme years ago treated him with ii^'igni-

ties, was now loaded v/ith honours. As the higheft m.ark of dig-

nity, which Tcehmas could confer upon him, according to Per-

fian* cufiom, was, to give him his own name; he ordered him to

be called Tcehmas Koulilvhan; by which name we ihali diftin-

giiifli him, till he wrefted the diadem from his raafter's head.

He next marched at the head of a confiderabie body, to reduce

the other cities and towns of the province, and beforethe end of

that year, all the vafi: country of Khorafan Vv^as fubjeded, and the

Afghans obliged to retire, without daring to give battle.

Tcehmas Kouli Khan made now a propofitlon to reduce He-
rat, the inhabitants of which, had ten years ago fhaken oft the

Perfian yoke, and obtained permilTion to march to that province,

v.'ith about 12,000 men. This city furrendered without refinance,

not wiftiing to come to an engagement with a General of Tcehmas ^

KouU Khan's valour. Returning vidorious, he began to form a

more important enterprize.

In 1729, Afhrefr, the ufurper of Perfia, who had hitherto

dreaded no e\il from the fugitive Tcehmas, and the lefs fo, being

.acknowledged by the '^1 urks, as the fovereign of Perfia, began

now to look about him. Shah Tcehmas was fo much the ridicule

of the court of Ifpahan, that though the news of his fuccefs in the

eaflern part of the empire, did not feem to give the lead alarm to

the foldiers, yet be began now to change his opinion of Toehmas

Kouli, whom he had confidered merely as a robber, and thought

it high time to provide for the florm that threatened him.

After having made fome proper difpofitions, he encamped h^s

iirmy in the beginning of September, without the walls of Ifpahan.

In a few days he began his march, and at the end of the montii,

after a march of 400 miles, arrived in the plains of Damgoon,
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Toehmas Kouli Khan had this year collefted an army of twenty

five thoufand men, in the completing and difciplining of which,

he had given the highefl proofs of his abilities. The Shah pro-

pofed to march to IfjDahan, bat his fagacious General prevented it,

by reprefenting the length of the march, and the difadvantage of

attacking the Afghans at fuch a diftance from Ifpahan, and the

difficulty of their retreat. However, not wifaing to bring the war

into Khorafan, it was determined to advance and meet AfhrefT.

They arrived near Damgoon before AfhrefF had enteied thofc

plains. This fituation was not far from the mountains, along the

fouth coall of the Cafpian fea. Toehmas had already encamped

his forces, when Aflireff approached with his whole army. Afhreff"

loon difcovered from the advantageous pofition of the Perfians,

that he had to do with a General of experience ; he, however,

made the attack with that impetuofity, which the Afghans often

found faccefsfuL The Perfians ftood the fliockjfo that the Afghans

could make no im.prefTion on them. AflirefF detached tv" o bodies,

Ordering them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear and

flank, whilft he attacked them in front. Tcehmas Kouli Khan

was prepared to receive the enemy, and repulfed them with

fiich valour, as put them into great confufion. It was now his

turn to attack ; and falling furioufly upon the Afghans, he obtain-

ed an eafy vidory. The Afghans retired by forced marches to

Ifpahan, and encamped themfelves in an advantageous fituation

near Mourfchatkor.

In 1729, Tcehmas Kouli Khan's army was confiderably aug-

mented, and followed the Afghans ; a hot battle enfued, wherein

the latter v ere again beaten, with the lofs of 4000 men. AflirefF,

v/ho returned with his troops to Ifpahan, took his revenge by

killing Shah Huflin, after having reigned as conqueror of Perfia

feven years and twenty-one days, and quitted that place with about

12,000 men.

Shah Taehmas now made his entry into Ifpahan. Going into

the haram, an old '^ oman threw her arms about his neck in great

tranfports ofjoy ; this woman was his mother,, and had, ever fince

the invafion of the Afghans, difguifed herfelf in the habit of a flave.

The army of Taehmas amounted now to 40,000, and Shah

Tcehmas yielded to the demand of Tsehmas Kouli Khan, and

granted him the power of levying money for the payment of the

army. Having thus obtained his point in fo important an article,

he took the field, and before the end of December, the Perfian
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army began their march towards Shirafs. The Afghans had

fixed their camp in an advantageous (ituation. and the PeiTians,

who, on their march, were much reduced by the rigour of the fea-

fon, were impatient to give them a finifliing llroke. A battle en-

fued the 15th of January, 1730 ; in which the Afghans were put

to flight. Toehmas was too circumfpedt a General to feparate his

troops in order to purfue them : too great caution may certainly

bring on the fame confequences as too much rafhnefs, but the Khan
refolved to leave nothing to unneceffary chance, fmce it was plain

that the pride of the Afghans was much humbled.

AfhrefFmade a fudden and fecret flight from Shirafs, and the

aunt and fifter of Shah Tcehmas, who were among the captives

of the form^er, were conducted to the court of Ifpahan, and the

Shah's aunt was given to Tcehmas Kouli Kahn in marriage. Afli-

refF was in his flight, cut to pieces with 200 men, by a body of

Baluches ; and thus ended the ufurpation of the Afghans, but not

the calamities of Perfia. The death of AfhrefF was but a prelude

to thofe mifchiefs which Nadir was about to bring on that country.

The Turks had, during the troubles of Perfia, conquered feve-

ral Perfian dominions, and Tcehmas Kouli Kahn, whofe fecurity

was abfolutely inconfiflent with peaceable meafures, direded his

march towards Hamadan, where he defeated the Turks and took

the town. After putting garrifons in thefe places, he marched for

Tauris and Ardeville, and out-marching the Turkilh General, who
was to defend it with 40,000 men, took thefe places, l^he Turks
demanded a truce, to which Toshmas the more readily confented,

as his prefence was wanting near Herat, where the Abdallees had
revolted, whom he, however, after a fatiguing march, in a pitched

battle defeated. The Turks took advantage of the abfence of

Kouli Khan, and prepared for the march of the Ottoman arm5\
In 1 73 1 Tcehm.as Shah left Ifpahan in Oiftober, with an army of

20,000 men, and marched towards Tauris. After having joined

the troops left there by his general, Tcehmas Kouli Khan, he paf-

fed the mountains of Armenia, and reached Erivan in February.
In divers battles the Perfians were beaten. The Shah returned to

Cafbin, and Hamadan fell again into the hands of the Turks.
Thus the Ottoman army gained this year, what they loft the year

before. During thefe tranfatftions in the field, the fituation of af-

fairs in Turkey was changed by inteftine commotions. Peace was

become very defirable, the more fo.as the return of Toehmas Kouli

O
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Khan might render the fuccefs of another campaign, very different

fromthelaft. The 1 6th of January, 1732, articles of peace were

ligned.

Tcehmas Kouli Khan, being poffeffed of royal authority fo as

to be able to raife money, efkbiilhed already a kind of indepen-

dency'; for the fupport of v.hich, he engaged in his fervice a con-

fKierable number of Abdallees, Afghans, Oufbegs, and Turko-

men. Thefe v^ere mofl: likely to be at his devotion, fo long as he

paid them well. He no fooner heard of the peaceable turn of af-

fairs, than he wrote to his Majefty, faying he foon would join

him, with an army of viaorioiis troops. From motives of policy,

hovrever, peace was concluded, and Toehmas Shah defired his

General to difband the army, and repair to Ifpahan.

He who, in lower rank of life, had been accuftom.ed to follov/
\

the diaates of his own pafTion, could hardly be expedled to fho^^

apaffive condua at the head of a viaorious army, entirely devot-

ed to his fervice. He reprefented to his chief officers the conduft

of the Shah, as inglorious and impolitic, and made them fenfible,

h ow much fuperior their valour and knowledge in the art of war,

was to that of the Turks. To the common foldiers he took care

ro make the confideration very fenfible, that no particular gratuity

was promifed them on their difmiilion, after their great and fignal

fervices. Under thefe circumibnces, a man of lefs art and re-

folution than Nadir, m.ight have tainted their minds with rebellious

fentiments; however, it was neceffary to condua his defigns to

an iifae with great circumfpeaion. Of every intrigue and private

commotion at court, Nadir vv^as acquainted by his creatures, and

was therefore better qualified how to ad: his part, v/hen he fliould

return to court.

He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning

of this, chisfly in levying men, and difciplining his arir.y; vv'hich

now amounted to feventy thoufand men. The government of the

province of Khorafan, he gave to his fon Riza KouH.

About the ir.onth of June he fet out, making flow marches to-

wards Ifpahan, where he arrived in'' Auguft. He waited upon the

King, and took care to extol what he had already done, and hov/

much he had his Majefiy's intereO" at heart. The Shah did not

fufpea any of his treacherous defigns, but Nadir feared the more

that his dell:ruaion was refolved en. He acquainted the chiefs of

his army, v/ith his apprehenfions, and poffeffed them with an

opinion, that their intereU and fifety, were infeparably conneacd
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ukhhls own. He then communicated the proje61: he had form-

ed of depofmg Tcehmas, and putting that Princess fon Abas Myr-

za, an infant of fix months, in. his place. The matter being

agreed to, under an engagement of fecrecy, the Shah was invited

to fee his army in review, and the evolutions, and appearance of

his foldiers, gave him great fatisfaction. After the review v. as

over, the Khan invited the Shah to a repafl, which was the fnare

to entangle his fovereign, who was foon overpowered by the in-

fuGon of a drug; afmall quantity of v.ine intoxicated him. In

this condition he ordered him to be removed to an apartment in

the gardens of Hazar Jerib. His attendants were feized by the

guards, and put under confinement.

Tcehmas Kouli Khan hjiving corrupted tlie great oiTicers &f

ftate, as well as his own Generals, called an aiTembly, the iilue of

which was, that the King fhould be removed to fome remote

part, in the eaftern provinces of the empire.. Preparations vere

then made, for the inauguration of the young Prince Abas.

Tcehmas Kouli Khan entered Ifpahan with great pomp, and

public notice was given, that the great officers of ftate had found

Shah Tcehmas incapable of holding the reins of government ; and

therefore had chofen his fon Abas, the third of that name, Em-
peror of PerCa.

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle

and the diadem iixed to the right fide of his head, as a mark of his

fovereignty.

Kouli Khan and his creatures, now gave the blow. His eldeil:

fon, Riza Kouli, we have obferved, was appointed governar of

Khorafan ; and his fecond fon, Nezr Ali, was now made governor

of Herat; his elder brother, Ibrahim, one of the followers of his

fortune, was made a Khan, and the government of Tauris v/as af-

figned him ; Kherraan was conferred on his next brother. All

this paffed in the month of Auguft.

Thus did this great and wicked man, under the pretence of

promoting the honour and interell of his country, prepare the way

to afcend the heights of his ambition. The aclivity of his genius,

fufFered not a moment to be loft, he publifhed a menifefto, dif-

claiming the peace which had been lateJy made with the Turks. It

was addrefled to the Badiaw of Bagdat, and conceived in thefe

terms: " Be it known to you, tlfe Bafliaw of Bagdat, that we
** claim an indubitable right of vifiting the tombs of the Imans,
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*« Ali, Cherbellai, Mahallade, Mauza, and HafTem*. We de-

*' mand the delivery of all the Perfians, who have been taken pri-

** foners in the late war ; and as the blood of our countrymen yet

" fmokes, and calls upon their fovereign for vengeance, there

** ought to be fo much fhed of thefubjeds of the Grand Signior, as

" thefe have fpilt of the fubiefts of the king of Perfia. Vt'e make

*' thefe our fentiments known, that you may not accufe us of the

* difhonour of taking you by furprife. We are going foon, at the

*' head of our vidlorious army, to breath the fweet air ofthe plains

" of Bagdat, and to take onr repofe under the fhadow of its walls."

The lurks in confequcnce made preparations for v/ar, and the

troops marched to the fuccour of Bagdat. Tcehmas Kouli Khan af-

feded great unconcern at the menaces and preparations ofthe Turks,

he knew that the fortune of war did not fo much depend on num-

bers, as on the valour and expeiience of foldiers. He thought it,

however, his interefl: to cultivate a good underftanding with the

Ruffians, and the natural intereft of Ruffia, but could not render it

agreable, to find that the 1 urks were threatened to be humbled by

Tcehmas Khan.

The Ferfian General colleded all his forces, and engaged a body

of Arabians. His army confifted of 80,000 men, and the firft

opeiation of the campaign, was the ficge of Kermaniha, which the

Shah had yielded up to the Turks, but the inhabitants opened the

gates to him, and the governor was put to death. Tcehmas began

his march towards Bagdat, the favourite objedt he had in view.

The Turks fent detachments to guard the defiles on the Perfian

fide, which cover the plains, towards the frontiers of Eagdat; thefe,

however, were eafily forced. Traverfing the foreft, between the

cities of Mendeli and Nezerth, he paiTed the river Synce. Then
coming into the plains of Bagdat, he crofTed the river Kentaul,

and after a march oftwenty days, arrived the icth of April. 1733,
under the \AalIs of Bagdat.

This fortification is fo compofed, that under an experienced

commander, it could fcarcely be taken by an eaflern army, any

ctherwife than by famine. Its happy fituation on the Tigris, is

an advantage which enables it to lay in a large fupply of provifions.

Tcehmas Kouli Khan made his advances with great confidence.

However, being in want of artillery, he was not capable of making

* Thefe are Prophetsy ivho are held in 'veneration by the Perfians,

mid ivhoje tfjmhs are near Bagdat,
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regular approaches. His great bufmefs was, to invert the city

and force the inhabitants to fttbiriiffion, by famine, or fubdue them

by ftratagem. Myrza Khan was fent with 1 0,000 men, a league

up the Tigris, which they pafled near the fuburbs of Kouch Ka-

lefli, where they found a piece of cannon of a very great lize, which

the Balhaw had neglected to bring away. This was the only

battering cannon in the Perfian army, and was by no means fufn-

cicnt to make a breach.

Bagdat was now clofely blocked up, on both fides the Tigris,

by an army of 80,000 : The TurkiiTi garrifon, within the wails,

confined of about 20,ogo men. Toehmas expelled now to oblige

Achmed i 'afliaw to a (tirrender by famine ; nor could he well have

failed, if his vanity had not got the better of his prudence.

Topal Ofman Baihaw was appointed Serafkier of the Ottoman

ai my ; but as the fuccours and reinforcements were fent in a very

irregular manner, he was obliged to remain feveraJ months in a (late

of in-adion. 1 he blockade lafled three months, and the place

was on the point of falling into the hands of a cruel and enraged

enemy.

Toehmas having advice of the march of the Turks, detached

30,000 men, modly cavalry, to farprize them ; but as he underftood

that Topal Ofman had aw army of 100,000 men, he marched im-

mediately at the head of his forces, near 70,000, leaving a confi-

derable body of his men before Bagdat.

The 1 8th of July, the advanced guard of the Turklfh army,

met a detachment of the Perfians, and a flcirmiih enfued. ^ The
Turkilh general, having reached the plain, ranged his forces in Hne

of battle, dividing them into five different bodies. Toehmas di-

vided his men into ten different columns. The Turkifh cavalry

advanced with great fury, but w ere repulfed as far as their infan-

try; but thefe were lb firm, that the fury of the Perfians was

flopped. The battle was for fome time undecided, till a body of

Arabs, bribed by the Turks, fell on the main body of the Perfians

in fiank. The Perfians could not fupport the fhock, a total rout

enfued. Their lofs was not lefs than 30,000 men, with all their

t>^gg^g^* The Turks, however, paid dear for this vidory, for

tliey loft near as many men as the Perfians, In the mean time the

garrifon of Bagdat made a fally, and the Perfians were obliged to

yield to numbers.

Toehmas Kouli Khan retired with the remains of his army to

Hamadan, from whence he wrote to the governor of Bagdat, fay-
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ing, he was determined to make war like a generous enemy, there-

fore acquainted him, that he might be prepared ; for, that early

next year he would take the field with a more numerous army, and
meet him once more at Bagdat.

His real defign was, however, to return as foon aspoffible ; and
he ordered his fon, Nezr All, governor of Herat, to join him
with all his forces, and tiius foon completed again a formidable

army.

Top-cil Ofraan, on his part, was in want of every neceflary for

his army. He ferit, however, a Baihaw v/ith 6000 men, to take

poft at the pafs of Takayer, but the already advanced Afghans,
drove them from thence. Topal Ofman entrenched his army,
confining of near 100,000 men, in tlie plains of Aronia, in an
advantageous fituation. Tcehmas marched towards them, and
came within light of their army the 2 i ft of Oftcber. The next
day a part of the Turkifn army fallied from their entrench-
ments, and the Perfians were routed with the lofs of 4000
men.

The Perfian General now prepared for a decifive ftroke. Re
fought the fir ft battle in his own name, as General; the fecond in

the name of the young king, Shah Abas III. Both thefe being
unfuccefsful, the army began to be fuperftitlous. Kouh Khan re"^

folved to make his decifive blow in the name of Shah Tcehmas.
The 26th of October he advanced, and the two armies were foon
near enough to one another, {o that the battle became general, in

which the Perfians vere victorious, and Topal Ofman flain. The
Turks loft^all their baggage and artillery, and near 40,000 men.
Toehmas Kouli was preparing to befiege Bagdat again, when the
news arrived, that Seefle Mahomed Khan governor of Shirafs,
had collected an army of 30,000 men, and proclaimed Shah Tceh-
mas their la Aful king. Toehmas Kouli marched back into Perfia,
with forced marches, and put them to flight; Mahonjed Khan'
\vho fell into Toehmas' hands, hanged himfelf in prifon. Tcehmas
Kouli Khan returned to Ifpahan, wliere he remained till the next
fpring. In the mean time the Ottoman court made all pre-
paration poffible, to defend themfelves againfi this formidable
enenu'.

Kouli Khan having recruited his army to near 300,000 men
opened the campaign this year, by marching dlre% to Tauris!
from v< hence he. fent his fon, Nezr All, with a body of forces to'
the banks of the Keira, to drive the Lefgee. back again into their
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mountains, which foon was accomplilhed. but he himfc'f penetrated

into Ceorgia, as far as Teflls. ^ KouH Khan, in the exultation of
his heart, declared that he would carry his victorious arms to the

Hellefpont, with a more formidable power than that of Xerxes.

All the dominions of the Grand Signior, did, indeed, tremble

at his name. Georgia and Armenia, fell a prey to him, and to-

wards Otflober he came before Ganja, \vhich place, thouoh well

provided and garrifoned, foon fubmitted at difcretion. From
thence he directed his courfe to Shamakle, a very flourifliing place,

tlie inhabitants of which he drove into the mountains, and the place

he razed.

The Turks defircd peace, but Kouli Khan proudly defpifed any

accommodation, and the Ruffians yielded up to the Perfians, all the

diilricts fituated on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, which had been

conquered by Peter the Great. The Grand Siguier gave orders

to the new Seraflder Couproli, who received great reinforcements,

to give battle to Kouli Khan.

On the loth of June, Tcehmas Kouli Khan appeared with

55,000 men, in the valley of Arpakari. The Seraflcier had an

army of 80,000. At the approach of the Turks, the Perfian

General broke up his camp, with a feeming precipitation, retired

to Erivan, and concealed a body of men in a wood, whilft ano-

ther party was covered in a valley. In this fituation he prepared

to receive the Turks. The van of the Turkifa army faw them.-

felves at once attacked in iiank and rear, by the Perfians. 7 he

adion was very bloody. The Seraf^ier \vas killed v\ ith twenty

thoLifand men, and every thing fell into the hands of the Perfians.

The Turks were again anxious for peace, and Kouli Khan was

defirous of engaging Ruffia in a war with the Turks, as the moll

effectual means ofpromoting his own fchemes.

If we confider to v/hat a wretched flate Perfia had been re-

duced, fix years before, when Kouli Khan appecLred at the head

of its forces, we mud impute this rapid fuccefs to his military ge-

nius and fortune.

I 736. The beginning of this year ripened the plot. The young

Prince Abas died. The loth of March, Kouli Khan afTembled

all the governors of tlie provinces, and the generals of his army,

and in a long fpeech, palTed many encomiums on the fervice he

rendered his country, and how neceffary it was now to chooie a

proper fucceiTor to the throne, and defired their anAver in three

i^ys. Thefe being expired, the deputies waited on the General,
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and declared him king. The next day, being the i ith of March,

he was proclaimed under the name of Nadir Shah.

I'hus did this afpiring genius reach that point, which Cxkv could

not obtain. He being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, be-

gan to exert that boundiefs authority with which he was inveiled.

The coins which he c:iufed to be ftruck, had thefe infcriptions :

Nadir, King of Kings, and glory of the age.

The aflcmbly were difmifled, and the firft arbitrary ftep he took,

was to appropriate the revenues, and lands of the church, to the

fupport of the army. MeiTengers v/ere fent to Peterfturgh and

Conftantinople, and Nadir was acknowledged as fovereign of Per-

fia ; all the conquered provinces were yielded back to that empire,

and a full permiiTion was granted for the Perfians to vifit the tomb

of Mahom^ed. Nadir recruited his armies, and his fecrct defigns

againfi: India was foon confpicuous. He nominated his fon, Riza

Kouii Mirza, regent of Perfia.

In reviewing the expedition' of Nadir Shah into India, the rea-

der will indulge the inclination of making fome eomparifon between

this undertaking and that of Alexander the Great.

It appears that thefe ravagers of the eaftern world, Alexander

and Nadir, were actuated by the fame predominant paffion. Alex-

ander had the ftrongeft defire of fame and glory; Nadir added to

this, an infatiable thirft of accumulating riches. The one reigned

by right of birth, the other by an ufurped power; Alexander was

moft beloved ; Nadir moft feared. Both appear as objeds of

terror and ailonifliment. Alexander, born as a Prince, foon was

led and inftructed to his deftination ; but Nadir, born and brought

up in the loweft ftate, formed himfeif, and found his military and

tadtic flcill, meerly within hirafelf.

It is now 2144 yeai^s fmce Alexander made his expedition into

India. In the month of Becember, 1736, Nadir began his

march with a ftrong army, and his firft expedition was the taking

of Kandahar. He pufhed on to Cabul, which is efteemed the

gates of India, on that fide, ajid which place he took by ftorm, In

the month of June. From hence he marched through the large

tradl of country, between this place and Peifhor. After having

taken this place, he prepared to pafs the Indus. The MoguPs
court, ftruck with terror, refoived to prepare for redilance. Na-
dir Shah advanced to the bank of the Indus, and paffed It the be-

ginning of January £739. He then traverfed many Ihiall rivers,

till he reached the Indian army, which was foon put to the rout.
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Mahomed Shah, the Indian monarch, commanded his army In

^erfon, advanced tiDwards his enemy, and after fiow marches

pitched his camp in the plains of Karnal. The pomp of the Im-

perial army was great. It was one of the moil numerous and bril-

liant, that had for many ages appeared in the can: ; confiiring of

hear 200,000 fighting men.

After a march of 25 months, and 1850 miles, Nadir> arrived

with his army in the neighbourhood of Karnal. We mufl notice

here his method of paffing rivers. He made ufe of tv/o iron

chains, to which he fixed the fl^ins of beafcs blov/n up ; thefe float-

ing upon the furface, fupported the fcveral parts of a fmall bridge

of timber, which he carried with Iiim. The chain, being fecu-

red on both fides of a river, ferved alfo to hold a regular bridge

of boats.

Nadir's army amounted to 160,000 men. They came foon to

an engagement vv'ith the Indians, in which 17,000 of the latter

T/ere flain. A peace enfued, and by this treaty, Niidir, vv'hofe

cbjed: was gain, got all the jewels, military chei:s, and every thing

elk belonging to the Indian camp, that was worth his taking.

Nadir now continued his m.arch tov/ards Delhie, the oates cf

which were opened to him. His advanced guard confiiied of

4000 m_en, who efcorted his haram ; and 20,000 of his bell:

cavalry guarded them at a proper diflance. About two miles be-

hind followed Mahomed Shah, the Indian Monarch, attended by

his courtiers, and efcorted by 12,000 Perfians. The Indian

Lords, at the head of their troops, marched at the diilance of a

mile from each other, having great bodies of the Perfians between

them. Nadir himfelf brought up the rear, with the reft of his

army ; the whole compofed a number of near 350,000 men, who
covered near twelve miles of ground in length, andthree in breadth.

In this manner they proceeded five days march till they came to

Sonput. This and many other places on the way were plundered

by 4he Perfians. From Sonput they advanced to the gardens of

Shalemar ; here a very folemn entry v\^as made, and the articles of

peace were regulated, in which all the countries, to the weft of the

Indus, were yielded up to Nadir. Aftpf this h6.^ave again the

Indian diadem to its legal pofTefTor, having iirft raifed enormous

contributions, in whiclvalLthe barbarities imaginable v ere com-

mitted.

P
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The trcafure amafTcd by Nadir is eflimated as follows :

Jewels taken from the Great Mogiil, Crores.l p 2cc o-o
and the Indian Lords. 25 j

^'3'* ^ '

"

The Peaccck throne, with nine others, gar- "j

nifhcd with precious ilones, value 9 j

Gold, fiiver, plate, and money 30 37,500,000

Rich manufactures of many kinds 2 2,500,000

Cannon, warlike ftores. 4 5,000,000

II,250,0^50

Rerling 87,500,000

Befides this he took back with him 300 elephants, 10,000 horfes,

an equal number of camels, many of v/hich were loaded with

fpoil. Mod of the gold and fllver was melted into large ingots,

and {lung over the backs of camels, horfes, and mules. If we

reckon one half part of the 30 crores to bs in gold, and the other

in filver, it would require 5700 camels, and 2050 horfes and

mules to carry it.

Let us compare the two eaflern heroes a little further, I mean

Alexander and Nadir. What juft reafon can be affigncd for the

invafion of India by Alexander, which happened 2144 years

ago ? Though his conqueft of Darius may be cenfured by hirtori-

ans as rafn and extravagant, as not guided by experience, and un-

fupported by wifdom ;
yet if we confider the events previous to it,

wc fliall find his conduct correfpondent with the rule of Princes in

latter ages. The expedition of Xerxes, and other attempts made

to enilave the Grecian republics, could not be eafily forgotten.

To prevent any future defign of the fame nature, v/as to take the

firft favourable opportunity of humbling the Perfians. There was

no other way to filence their fcruples, to gratify their jeaicufy, or

appeafe their refentment.

The ?eifian monarchy, in the reign of Darius, began to fink

under its own weight. Luxury and corruption contributed to the

eifeminacy of the people, snd if the unhappy circumftances of

Perfia, at that time, were a concomitant motive to Alexander's

invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger reafons of felf-prefer-

vation.

Nadir had be^n lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried

him into India, but his expedition \vas certainly founded as

much in avarice as ambition, or a fond notion of glory.

Alexander abandoned India entirely, probably becaufe he

could not keep it; but Nadir received a confiderable ftiare, en a
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preramption that he could keep it. He now prepared to march

bad; into his OTvn country ; he lepafTed the Indus, and by fome

pretext or other, took from the officers in the army, all their

jewels and riches acquired in the Mogul's country. His difciplinc

was rigorous, and his barbarities unparalleled. At the iiege of

Cabul, to convince the Indians of his determined refolution to

preferve the excellent difcipline, he caufed eighty of his foldiers

to be ripped up, for being prefent when one of their comrades

forced an Indian woman ; and when at Delhie, he delivered up

the city without limitation to {laughter and pillage. A place ti-

ken by ftorm never exhibited a greater fcene of horror. The Per-

fian foldiers fpread themfelves, broke open houfes and palaces,

flaughtering with an unbridled fury, with very little diiHnftron of

cither age or fex. The carnage lafled from eight in the morning

to three in the afternoon. The unhappy Indians fought bravely,

but being unaccuftomed to the ufe of arms, had only the fatisfaction

of dying fv/ord in hand. Four hundred Perfians were killed, but

of the citizens not lefs than eleven thoufand. Many, who were

jealous of their honor, killed their wives, otliers committed mur-

der on themfelves ; numbers vv^ere burnt in their houfes, nor did

the fword fpare the infant at its mother's bread. Honor and def-

pair had plunged the inhabitants into fach diftrefs, that near ten

thoufand women threw themfelves into wells.

Nadir, though returning in triumph, loaded v.ith fpoils, was

now to fuffer one of the bittereft calamities; as if Providencehad

ordered it as a punifhment. His eldel't fon, P.iza, whom hz

loved, entered into a confpiracy againft his life. Nadir was fliot

at in a narrow pafs, by a man, v/ho had dv.g a pit to conceal hira-

felf, that he might take the bett^tr aim. He was fliot in the kit

hand. A reward was offered to apprehend the aifailin, and he

was taken. It was foon difcovered that his fon Vv'as the perfcn

who hired this man to commit the murder. Riza being brought

before his father, was i ntreated by him to repent of his crime, to

aflc pardon, and promife obedience for the future. " Confid?r

** (fays Nadir) I am your general, your fovereign, your friend,

^' and your father. Coniider the duty youov/e me in thefe fcve-

" ral relations, Refied on the fiiiall acknov/ledgeoient I alic.

*' You are in my power, but I would not have you periih. Live,

" be happy, and a king, whenever Providence ihall take ir.e irom

" the earth." But Riza, who was of his father's difpofition, re-

" plied, You are a tyrant, and ought tc die. '1 he mod you c^a
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** do to me is to kill me, I am prepared." The. - .liatud parcnt|jK

between rage and tcndernefs, faid, " No, I will itot take
, yourji

** life, but I will make you an example to all the prtTiees J.k.1 ithejs

" earth, I will put out your eyes." This was accordingly doiic

It was in February, 1740, that the Shah arrived again x^itlv*

his array in the neighbourhood oflfpahan, and he employed noW-

fome time in reducing the neighbouring tribes, v/ho revolted in^

his abfence. In 174 ij he marched againft the Lefgees, and was t

rcpuiied.

1 742. 'i he good underflanding, fappofed to Tubfifl: between

Nadir Shah, and the governor of Bagdat gave the Turks no finali

inquietude; but the check Nadir met with from the Lefgees,

brought the Ottoman court to an opinion, that Nadir was not fo

povv^erfal an enemv as they thought. War againft him was again

determined on, and their army on the banks of the Euphrates

were ftrengthened. The Perfians began hoftilities, and BafTorat

and Bagdat were inverted. During this, rebellions were exciteji

in all parts of Nadir^s dominions. He found means, however,' to

reduce fome ofthem, but the flames of civil war fpread tl^mfclves

like a torrent.

1 744, The fortune of this eaftern fpoilcr feemed nov/ faft to de-

cline. He abandoned, for the prefent, his defigns againft the

Turks and returned into the plains of Hamti^dan ; but foon re-

turned to the Turkifh frontiers, and fo divided his forces, that the

revolts he had moft to fear, were no longer dangerous to his de-

figns.

1745. The Turks prepared vigorouHy for a new campaign,

and at the end of July, the Perfan army, about eighty thoufand,

and the TurkiHi army, above one hundred thoufand ftrong, ar-

rived in the neighbourhood of EriVan. A hot battle enfued,

vn hich lafted from mornmg till night, in which the Perfians at

hii were vidlorious. Nadir proceeded in this a6lion with the ut-

raoft caution, and difplayed all the talents of a prudent and learn-

ed general. The lofs of the Turks v/as enormous.

I 746. Nadir faw too well the darjger impending from intcftine

commotions in Pcrfia, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his

vivflories agaiaft the Turks : he rather \hofe to enter into as fpeedy

an accommodation with thcni as poflibi^. I'he greater part of

this year paifcd in negociations, till at length peace was concluded,

on the foundation of that of Amurath IV. The Court of Peterf-

buigh now thought proper to fend a formal ei^^kbafTy to Nadir, v/ho
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^iin got nr^ fefinefs on his hands, for he received the intelli-

_,€nce tba-t. rebellion v/as breaking out on the borders of Ehoralan,

-tod ' the Geoigians were ready for the fame.

1747. In this critical fituation of affairs. Nadir took the refo-

iiition of marching to Mefched, Vn here he arrived about the end

of May, and left tokens of his barbarity and avarice every where.

.'.le next marched into the plains of Sultan Meyd.in, a day's jour-

iiey from Mefched. Here he fummoned fome of the chiefs of the

Oafbegs, Tukomans, and other Tartars, who compofed a great

part of his army, and haying fworn them to fecrecy and obediencs

difclofed his defign of putting to the fword all the Perfians in his

camp, faying, he would play off a ilvy-rocket at twelve at night,

as a fignal to begin the maffacre : that when this work was done,

he would load the Tartar chiefs with money and great honours ;

propofing, when he had erefted a huge pyramid of Perfian heads,

to retire and end his days at Koelat.

A Georgian Have, in Nadir's tent, qverhearing fome part of

the conference in which this bloody plot was refolved on, difcover-

ed the fccret to a principal Perfian officer, who fent for feveral

others, and communicated the inteUigence. Under this fatal ex.

tremity, what refolution could be taken, but that Nadir himfelf

fliould die ?

Saleh Beg, an. officer of great intrepidity, and colonel of the

body guard of Afghans, offered his fervice for this purpofe, and

demanded only four chofen men as his followers. The ufualtmie

of Nadir's going to reif being paft, and a few hours before the fig-

nal for the intended maffacre, Saleh Beg, and his followers, un-

der a pretence of urgent bufinefs, paffed the guard, and rufiiing

into the outward partition of the haram, met a eunuch, wiiom they

difpatchcd. 1 hence they proceeded into the haram, where they

met an old woman, whom they alfo killed. They were yet at a

Icfs in which of the tents Nadir flept, till by the light of a lamp

they difcovered fome jewels ; here they ruilied in and found him.

Either he had not yet flept, or was awakened by the cries of the

v.-oman, and rofc from his bed. When the affaffms approached.

Nadir drew his fabre, and demanded' what bufinefs they had.

Saleh Beg made no anfver, but immediately cut him v.itb his fa-

bre on the left fide of the collar-bone. This did not prevent the

Shah's colleding faff cient force, to kill two of the foldiers, who

cam.e up to him to linilli their leader's bufinefs. Ke was then re-

tirng out of his tent, when the cords of it tripped him up, and
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Saleh Beg gave him a mortal wound. Nadir cried, ** mercy, and
i

" I will forgive you all :" to which this officer replied, " You
j

'* have not fhewn mercy, and therefore merit none." :

. Saleh Beg having performed this important buiinefs, cut olT Na-

dir's head.

The Tartars, no fooner heard that he ^vas killed, than they took
;

to their arms, upon which a general pillage and confuGon enfued:
|

fo that before day light, above five thoufand men on both fides
''

were flain.

The whole army difperfcd, after a continued campaign of eigh-

teen years.
,;

Thus fell this fccurge of the eaRern world, at the age of fixty- 1

one, after a reign of eleven years and three months ; leaving a fatal

proof how much it is in one man's power, to plunge a v/hole na-

tion into an abyfs of mifery.

The adions of this ufurper made fuch a fnlendid figure in the

European world, that it was doubtful, for many years, on what
principles he a61:ed ;but time took off the difguife, and it was foui"!d

to be ambition and avarice. To him, however, Perfia N"as in-

debted for her deliverance from the Afghans. To him flie owed
the reftoration of her legal fovereign, and, by his valour and con-

du6t, the Periian monarchy recovered, in little more than eight

years, the feveral dominions which had been torn from her ; butj

it is plain fi-om the ifhie, that he was influenced by motives which

eclipfe his lall: aftions.

He v/as a ftrong, rcbufr, handfome man, fix feet high ; had

voice fo ilrong and fo foncrous, as had great effecTt with his fol-

dicrs and enemies, and proved one great ftep to his advancemem

to regal power. His ftrength was not lefs inilrumental to his for

tune. He reftored to ufc the battle-axe^ and this weapon in hi;

hand carried with it inevitable death. No part of his charadle

was more diftinguiflied than that of a general. He had lived in th"

field in the feveral characlers of peafimt, captive, fervant, robbery

foldier, general, and King. He was forward, bold, and entei

prifing. His intrepidity eaufed wonder, but his fuccefs confirmet

his abilities. He was never wounded, but when Hiot by the

faffin ; and in the height of his grandeur he would, upon an imme!
gency, out-march his baggage, and fuffer any hardfliip incident t<

a common foldier. His qickncfs of obfervation, where his force!

were weakefi, and his prefencc of mind in fuccouring them, evi

made him fuperior to his enemies. His refolution fccmcd to ia
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fpire his people with a determined purpofe, either to conquer or to

die ; nor did even his officers behave ill with impunity. In adion

he generall)^ tired many horfes, being never long miffing, where

his prcfence was needful. On thefe occafions, he was accuflomed

to addrefs his men in fuch famiHar terms as feemed to demonftrate

an opinion, that a foldier will never perform his duty well, when

he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenfdbly ne-

cefTary to keep his army always in motion, in order to prevent thole

confpiracies, for v/hich a great part of his foldiers were always ripe.

By this means alfo, the people in the remoteft parts of the empire

V ere kept in awe, and he was ready to oppofe the invafions of his

neighbours, or make conquefls. Never was a man more indefati-

gable, in perfonal applicatiori and attendance to every duty of a

commander. He was puniluai in the payment of his army, and

took furprifing care to fupply his cam.p with the neceffaries of life.

In tlie conduct of his w^ars he ever preferred (Iratagem to force.

His marches w^ere always rapid, and his progrefs fo contrary to the

ordinary rule of v/ar, that he confounded his enemies. Thus he

often defeated their bed laid fchemcs, and attacked them where

they were leafl able to defend themfelves. Yet, in matters of the

greatcft moment, his refolutions w^ere generally fo good, and fur-

paffing ordinary apprehenfions, that it feenied doubtful whether

they v/ere the eitedts of a folid judgment, or a blind temerity.

As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were. Before

a battle it w^as his conftant cuftom to proftrate himfelf for a minute,

and make an ejaculatcry prayer. His mind was flrongly backed

with the notions cf predeflination, and this made him the more

dauntiefs.

In his politics he w^as anfathomed, particularly in punifliing
;

petty crimes he often chaftifed with heavy punifliments, whilft

offences of the blacked: die efcaped with impunity. But, as there

is no good character without fome fiiades and mixture of vice, fo

there is no bad charafter \vithout fome portion of virtue. Nadir

had his vices and his virtues too, but unfortunately, for himfelfand

his people, the form.er were too predominant. But great was the

corruption of the Perfians, and this corruption was foiiered and

encouraged by the corruption of the monarch.

From his example v^^e may learn, that the moft ambitious prmce

can never arrive at the power of doing much mifchief, till a people

are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, corrupt to an extreme,

and loft to all fcnfe of virtwe^ Perfia could not have groaned un-
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der lach a vorld of mireries, but by the iniquity of the Perfiafls |

that iniquity became the inftrument of their tyrant's power ; and

never will there want a tyrant in any country, where the people

are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality and corruption.

THE SEVEN-YEARS, OR THIRD SILESIAN WA^,
FROM 1756, TO 1763.

\_CQnt'tnu£d from page 99*2

1- HE French gave to king George the Second the befl opportu-

nity to break the convention of Clofler Seveen. The Hannovcri"

ans flattered thcmfelves with a kind of neutrality, according to that

treaty: but they found themfelves fadly deceived. The country

was treated like a conquered province, and was termed fo in the

French edi6is. Richelieu exaded not only large contributions in

money and all forts of necelTaries for his troops, and likewife enor-

mous fums for himfelf ; but, befides this, a farmer-general was fent

from Paris, to take the whole Eleditora-te in farm, after the French

cuftom; and thus to plunder it methodically*

This farmer general was alfo appointed over the German pro-

vinces which might be conquered. A French royal cxtraordina^

ry eaicl of the i8th of 0(5tober, 1757, publiflied this refolution ;

in confequence of which the Frenchman Gautier eredted his far- *

ming fnop at Hannover. Thefc procedings drove the Hannover-

ians almoil to defpair. George had more love for his Eledorate
,

thaa for his kingdom ; he was affifted by the Britifh parliament*
'

and decifive rcfolutions were taken. The conrention was in En-

gland confidered as broken ; and the battle of Rofbach turned

the fcale. The Hannover troops, hitherto difperfed, were drawn

together ; and the Landgrave of Heffia was eafily prevailed on to

join them uith his army, the French having given him great reafon

to complain. At firfl he vas inclined to adhere to the conven-

tion of Clofter Seeven, and recal his troops ; the route of the

march was even arranged : but Richelieu caufed a change in that

determination. He infifted upon their being totally difarmed, re-

fufing to let them march off on any other condition. The Land-

grave remonllrated in vain, that his foldiers, being free, armed, and

provided with every thing, fliould not be confidered as prifoners of

war, whofe arras might be taken away at pleafure. The Duke of

Cumberland wrote on that account to the French general ; and the
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Danifh ambaflador. Count Lynar, by whofe mediation the above

meBtioned convention was concluded, went in perfon to the

French head quarters. He prcpcfed remci^ing the Audrians inlo

Holftein, in order to make the French court eafv on that fubiefi.

The landgrave confenting to it, Richelieu wrote to Verfailies about

it; but the French miniilers refufed this expedient, infifting upon

the difarmins.

The couit of England put an end to the difpute by declaring

that it would renounce keeping the KeSan troops in pay, if the

lanVigrave would net immediately leave them to the difpofition of

the king of great Britain.

This prince hefitated now no longer giving his i2,oco Heffians

to the difpofal of king George, and expofed himfeif thereby

to the whole fury of the French. A courier was fent from the

French head quarters with the Hicfl dreadful menaces. They
threatened thit the reljidential palace at CafTel fhould be blovvn in

the air, the city burnt, and the whole country deflroyed by lire and

fword, fo that it fhould for centuries feprefent a defart. The
Jandgrave defpifed thefe threats, went av/ay, and the mofl: terrible

extortions commenced. Strange it was, that an Auftrian com-

mifTary of the name of Chriftiani appeared at Caffcl, in order to

fliare \- itli the French the contributions. Orders v/ere given that.

within four and twenty hours all perfons fnould deliver up th:ir

gold and filver coin. The arfenais were emptied | and the co-

lours, kettle, drums, and other trophies of Hefiian bravery cf form-

er wars, depofited there were reduced to afaes.

Meanwhile the army of the alhes^ began to form icfelf. The
Hannoverlans and Heffians were joined by the troops of Erunf-

wick. The cavalry not being proportionable to the infantry.

they were joined by fome regiments of Pruilian horfe. Frederic

could not fp.re many foldiers to give them^ but he provided

a general equal to an v hole arm.y.—Duke Ferdinand of Biunf-

wick; oneof thofe extraordinary men, in v/hom fiiperior talents,

grcatnefs of mind, a geneiofity of heart, were cnited to an extra-

ordinary degree, and added luftre to the human charader. Riche^

lieu threatened in vain to reduce all Hannover into a heap of rub-

biih, and even to dedroy the royal palace, if the lead: inimical mea-

fure fhould be taken. Ferdinand atfwered very laconicaliy.

he would wait the confequences, and give a mere diftinct e:ipla-

nationat the head of his army. Iramediately after this the ope-

ration of the allies began. Two French corps v/ere attacked and
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beaten. Richelieu became raving, and gave orders to plunder the

city ofZelt and to burn the f.iburbs. The inhabitants fupplicated

for the prefeivation of the Orphan Hoiife only, but to no putpofe;

it was reduced to allies. '! lie inclemency of the feafon obliged

at la-l both parties to ^o into winter quarters.

Frederic had in the mean time entered Silfla. The Duke of

Bevern, who with 25,000 men endeavoured to cover that province

tvas unable io lefiit the whole power of x^uftria, whjch was here

wnited to conqaci- that country. A Pruffian corps, with which ge-
\

neral Winterfeld had maintaiaed the communication between Silefia

and Saxony, had, after a very hard engagement, been obliged to

relinquifti its poft, and to retreat. This misfortune was heightened

by th« mortal wound which that general received, Who was Frede-

ric's favourite, a man of great talents, and one who pofielTcd a noble

heart. His crowned friend, the army, and the whole countryj

lamented him, and confrdered his death as a national lofs.

The Auftrian General Nadafti advanced now towards Shweid-

jiitz, and took that fortrefs by ftorm, after a fiege of fixtecn days,

"vhich the Duke of Bevern could not prevent. The garrifon of

6000 men, was taken prifofler, ?x large quantity of all forts of ftoresj

~-i';h 200,000 florins in cafh, fell into the hands of the A^flrians,

f.'.i conqueft facilitated the communication of the Auflrians witk

oliemia; aud Nadafli joined the grand army near Breflaw.

The Prufiians were here encamped. 1 he Auftrian general

..; jught it advifeablc to attack them before the arrival of the king,

-.v-^.o v/as on the march thither with his viiflorious army. I'hc

b;.trie happened the twenty fecond of November. The Prulfiau

cnt'enched camp was bombarded like a fortrefs, v/ith the

he.ivy artillery taken at Schvv'eidnitz ; anti the attack happened en

five different pi:ic:3 at once. On both fides the combat v/as

lailained with great bravery. Night approached—-The flite o^

the day was not decided—The Duke expelled the attack to be

lenewed at daybreak, and was concerned about the ccnfequenccs,

on account of the fuperior force of the enemy , he therefore march-

ed during the night through Breflaw, and left the field cf battle

to Prince Charles of Lorrain, the Auftrian General, mucli againft^

big expectation. The army of the latter amounted on the day of

battle to above 86,000 men : that of the PrulTrans to only 25,000.

PhePrufTrans had 6,20c killed a id wounded, the Auflrians 5,8©0.

Of the Prufiians 3,600 were taken prifoners. The Duke of Be-

vern himfelf was made prifoner two days after, when reconnoitring.

He had no guard with him ; and a great fufpicion was therefore



MILITARY REPOSITORY. 123

excited LlnL he had fcrnicd the defign to avoid being refponfible for

what had happened.

General Zieten took the commandj and led the remainder of the

beaten army towards the king. The refult of this retreat was the

taking of Brefiaw; which furrendered without refiftance. A free

march was allowed to the garrifon of 3,000 Pruflians. Frederic

was fo much difTatisned with General Leitwitz, the commandant,

that he punifhed him with imprifonment in a fortrefs. - he Au-

Ihians gained a very confiderable booty of provifion, ordnance,

and efpecially ammunition.

Siiefia feemed now to be as good as loH: to the king of PruiHa.

The Auitrians formed great expectations : they had gained a battle,

taken two forts, were in pofiefiion of the capital of the country,

had a prodigious army to retain what they had conquered, and

therefore the fineft profpevft of making i« a fnort time an end of the

war according to their own wiihes. Such was the fovtimate fitua-

tion of the Aulirians at the end of November. The winter fea-

fon which had begun, was thought to have fet limits to ti'ie farther

operations of the Pruflians. and the winter quarters w?re alreadv

the chief confideration ; v.jien, on a fudden, the whole fc^ne chang-

ed, to the aftoniinraent of all Europe. The approach of Frederic

was looked upon as the laft feeble effort ofadefpairing man, and his

little army was among the Auflrians called the parade-guard of Ber-

lin. The Silefians of the PrufGan party were without hopes; thofe

of the Audiians totally without care.

Of this general opinion, ShafgotHi the Eifhop of Breflavv' gave

a very glaring example. Frederic had axalted this prieft to the

rank of a prince; creating him a Bifliop, and loading him with fa-

vours. He had been often a companion to the king at Pctfdam,

was honoured with the order of the h'lack Eagle, of which from the

firft year of his reign to the day of his death, Frederic v/as Icfs

liberal than of any thing tKt. All this was forgot by that ingrate,;

v/ho now confidered his benefaftor as loil, and wanted to gain the

favour of his enemies ; he even fet the mofi: coram.cn forms of prud-

i!:nce and decency afidc, fcandalizing the king, tearing offand f'tamp-

ing upon the black Eagle ; a behaviour at which even the Auftrian

officers revolted, and v/hich drew upon him general detell-ation.

He foon after fled to the mountains of Bohemia, to hide his fhrme ;

from thence he went to Vienna, where he met with contempt,

and Therefi as v.^ell as the Emperor Francis highly dlfguiied with

his condu^i, denied him an audience. At Rome, where he was

hated for his loofe morals, he found likcwife neither prote^^lion

nor companion; and now he lives in Bohemia ?s sn civile.
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The conquerors had already made many regulations for the go-
vernment of the country, and a nuinber of civil oilicers had pro-
feiTed their allegiance to the Emprefs Maria Therefa, when the
Berlin parade-guard, as it was called, advanced near the Capital of
Sileiia. Frederic had upon the march joined the army of Bevern,
that was iied ; but they were always obliged to encamp at a certain
diftance, in order not to damp the fpirit of his viaorious troops.

They daily approached nearer to the enemy, who was entrenched
near Brefl^w; when the king called all his generals and ftaff ofH.

cers together, delivering to them a fliort but very energetic fpeech.

He reprefented to them lib perilous fitualion ; calling to their me-
mory the bravery of their an ceftors, the blood of the warriors,

who fell in the defence oftheir country, v/hich ought to be avenged,
and the glory cf the PruiBan name; declaring at the fame time
nis nrm. reliance on their courage, their zeal and love for their coun-
try at a time when he was going to attack the enemy and to wreft
from them the advantages they had gained. This fpeech infpired

his warriors with an enthufiaftic ardor. Some fhed tears ; all were
moved. The moft eminent of the generals anfwered in the name
or that body oF heroes, promifing the king to conquer or to

<^ie. This animation foon dilFufed itfelf through the whole of the

Pruilian army ; and as they learnt that the Auftrians had left; their

advantageous pofition, in order to meet the PrulTians, they con-
iidered the enemy already as good at vanquifhed.

It was on the 5th of December- that this battle, the greateH in

this century was fought, near the village of Leuthen. The fitua.

tion cf the two armies were in every refpetSt diirerent : the PrulTians

were only 30,000, the Audrians 90,000 ftrong. The latter

lull of confidence in their great power, their CololTian alliance, and
the poiTellion of Silefia which they had already half conquered;
the former, on the contrary, full of reliance on their fuperior fldil

m military tactics, and on their great leader. In the one army
reigned plenty through the fupplies, which without interruption

CGuId be brought from Eoliemia; but in the other was the want
ofmany neceflaries. The one had enjoyed a long refr, the other

was much fatigued by a long forced march. The Aiiftrians were
on this memorable day fitted out with only common warlike fpirits^

the PrulTians infi^ircd v/ith hcroifm.

I^hus both armies met on a plain, a better than which Frederic

could net have delircd. The Auflrianc flood in mighty lines, which
the eye could not meafure ; and could hardly believe their fenfes, when
they fdW the fmall Prufiiun army advance to the attack. But row
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Frederic's great genius broke forth. He chofe the oblicue order

of battle, which gained the Grecians fo many vidories and by the

help of which Epaminondas vanquiihed the ahrjod invincible

Spartans ; a pofition that belongs to the mafler-pieces in the art of

war, and refts upon that rule to bring more foldiers on the chief

point of attack than the enemy, and thereby, as it were, to forc^

the- vi^^ory. Frederic made feint movements towar ds the enemy's

right wing, whilft his defign was directed en the left. He
ordered a particular mancsuvre, v/hich other troops, have attmpted

to imitate, but which to this day has been executed by the Pruilians

only v/ith the requifite order £nd alacrity. The art of that evo-

lution confifts in dividing a line into many bodies, to join thofe

bodies clofe together, and thus to caufe the whole mafs of

men to move on. Frederic Invented that method. It was an

imitation of the Macedonian Phalanx^ which marched and fought

in (ixteen ranks, and was for many ages confidered as invincible,

dil the {word of the Roman legions deftroyed it, fo that nothing

but the name of it is remaining. This fo conLrived body of foldiers

cakes but a Imall fpace in proporticn and ihews at a diftance a

mod confufed lump of men promifciioufly huddled together. How-
ever it reouires but one figna.! of thegeneral, to untie the knot

with the gres-teft order, and with fuch rapidity that it reprefens:3

thp breaking out of a uorm.

Thus Frederic attacked and overpowered the left wing oi the

cne'j^rr/. Pveiuforccrr.cDts came to the afuucirjce of the beaten

trcoi?s, but no time was given them to, form : they no fooner appeared

than they v;ere repuKsd. One Auftrian regiment fell upon the

other, kad the confuiion wai' inexpreiTible, Many- thpufand of

Auftrian troop^ould not.i:aliie to a {hot, but v/ere carried along

with the torrent. The ftrongeilrefilbnce was in the village of Leu.

then, v/hich was occupied by many Auftrian troops and artillery.

To thofe came a great number of fugitives, who H'iled all the houfes

and corners of the place, and made a defperais defence. At lad

they were obliged to give way. Terrible as the conFLfcn v/as in.

the defeated army, fome of their bell troops ende^ivomcd to form

again under favour of the ground; but the Pruilians foon put them

to flight, and their cavalry ^ breaking in on ^.11 fides, made prifoners

by thoafands. At Collin it v/as neither Hdll nor biavery, but the

iron vomiting machines, placed on inacceffible heights, that decided

the fate of the day: but at Leathen vic1:ory was determined by tac-

tics and valour on?y. Tv/enty one thoufmd priioneis were made

on the f eld of battle, 6.500 were killed and wcandid-, and 6,oco
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more went over to the conquerers after the battle. The lofs of

the PrulTians was 5.coo killed and wounded.

The immediate confequence of that day was the fiege of Bref-

law, which was left to its fate by the defeated, army, aftei they

had ftrongly garrifoned it. There were gibbets ereiled in

.town for thofc who fliouid talk of a furrendcr; however in a fort-

Hight itwas given up after the Pruflians had made every preparation

tor a florm ; and the garrifon. confiding of r 3 generals, 700 offi-

cers, and 1 8000 men, were obliged to lay down their arms. The
Pruflians made here . a booty of a confiderable magazine, a vaft

quantity of provifion-waggons, and 144,0' o florins in cafh. Ge-
neral Zietcn, who was purfuing the enemy, made bcfides, 2000 a

prifoners, and took 3000 waggon. Thus the Audrians loft in 1

two weeks, nearly 60,000 men ; and the reft of their army, a few
weeks before fo formidable, prefented only a corps of fugitives,

who, without cannon, colours, or baggage, opprelTed with want,

and petrified with cold, ^^e^e creeping over the Bohemian moun-
tains in fearch of a home.

The king's principal military talents confined in repairing errors,

and making the bed ufe of advantages. 1 he recovery of Silefia,

which he had nearly iofi, and more than 40,000 prifoners, vould
not have been fufriciect to impede the vi<florious career of that

relilefs general, had not the advanced v/inter feafon, and the deejy

fnow put a flop to his farther progrefs. Even the fiege of
Schv/eidnitz v as obliged to be deferred till the fpring. The lad

operation in this camp^.ign was the re-taking of Liegnitz. The
garrifon of 3500 men obtained a free march ; but a large magazine
of proviiionsand ammuoition was left behind for the Pruflians.

Frederic had at the end of this year the fitisfacTiion of feeing all

his dominions cleared from the enemy. The Auflrians hadened
to the Imperial hereditary countries to recover from their dreadful

defeat. The Ruflians had evacuated Pruflia ; the French were
driven from the frontiers of Brandenburgh, and in pofleflion of fome
fmall remote provinces of Wedphalia only. 1 he troops of the
Empire were fent home, and the Swedes driven out of Pruflian

Pomerania by general Lehwald, vrhereby even S • cdifli Pomera^
nia fell into the hands of the Pruflians, who hkewife took poffeflion

ol Mccklenburgh, taking winter quarters in Saxony without in-

terruption.

Thus ended a campaign unparalleled in the annals of the v oild-

In this one year, fevcn capital battles were fought befides a number
of nre:.t flcirraidies, of which in pad times m.any ^ould have been
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coniidcrcd as battles. Great generals, who were among the phe«

nomena of nature, Frederic and Ferdinand, appeared at once

en the theatre of war, to perform actions, worthy the imitation of

the wariiors of future ages. Henry, the hereditary prince of

Brunfwick and Laudon , had alfo unfolded here the genius of fu^

perior talents ; and fome others, though lefs great, yet of abilities

fufiicient to found the military fame of a nation at any other pcri-

riod: SeydHtz, Keith, Fouquet, Eevern, Etrees, Broglio, Had-

dick, Romanzow. Wunfli, Zieten, Werner, and many other ce-

lebrated commanders of different corps had here the firft opportu-

nity of difplaying their extraordinary capacities. Three other

generals, renowned for the trophies they had gained, whofe me-

mory (hinds immortal in the journals of warlike achievements,

fell in that ever memorable campaign ; Schwerin. Brown, and

Winterfield, fealed their glorious adions with their blood. More

than 700,000 warriors had been in arms. And of what nations?

Not of enervated Adatics, who in ix)rraer times covered the

fields with numberlefs hordes, and afforded the Grecians, the

Romans, and the Britons an opportunity of obtaining fingular

triumphs. They were not Crufadors promifcuoufly collecled, vv'ho,

like grafhoppers, overflowed whole provinces in monftrous fwarms,

fought without order, and murdered men from a fanatic zeai.

No: they were all warlike nations, who fought here on German

ground; none of them unworthy the high culture of the eigh-

teenth century, and fome of them equal to the moil valiant na-

tions of ancient times, and more than one of them by itfelf able

to give laws with the fword to a great part of the world.

The extraordinary revolutions v/hich happened within the fhort

fpacc of that campaign, were fuch as to bid defiance to all human

precaution and experience, and feemed to deviate from the natu-

ral courfe of things. At the beginning of the year we faw the

king of PrulTia triumphant; the power of Auftria -almoft annihi-

lated; a large army blocked up in a city on the point of furrender-

ing; the Imperial metropolis itfelf not fecure; and Therefa's hope-

alraort annihilated. At once tlie fcale of Auilria finks again.—

The Auftrians are viaorious, gain battles, and make conquers

—

On the contrary, Frederic is beaten, driven from Bohemia, for-

faken by his allies, furroundcd by enemies on all lides, and on

the point of deftruaion. But fuddeniy he rifes again to triumph

more than ever. The armies of the Ruffians, the Swedes, the

troops of the empire, the French and the Auftrians, partly beaten

and partly deftroyed ; whole armies are taken prifcners; and Si-
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ielia, that was half Icftj regained in the midd of the wint-r b)

one firoke of the fword. The Ruffians are vi«5torious in Pniffis;

and fly: they leave many thoufands of their lick and v/ounded be-

hind, and the beaten Fi v.flians purfiie them to the frontiers of Po-

,

land. The warlike Swedes, on their arrival in Pomerania, find

no enemy; their foldiers pant for dangers^ and their officers for glo-

ry. The fate of Berlin is iii their hands. Nothing is done;' and,

foon after, they are forced to feek for fafety under the cannon of

Stralfiind. The French army is in quiet pofleiTion of all the pro-

vinces between the Elbe and the Wefer. The Kannoverians take:

up arms ; Ferdinand piitc himfeif at their head ; and that mighty

enemy flees, leaves confiderable magazines behind, and is locked

up in a corner of Northern Germany.

The Britons hitherto would hear nothing of av/ar by land i

however, Hanover fuffering in their caufe, and the exploits of

Frederic, v/hich Were no where more efteemed than among that

nation, changed their former fentiments. The king of

PruiTia became quite the idol of the Englilh. They celebrated his

birth day in London, and in the provinces like that of their own

beloved monarch. The parliament granted him an anna?l fubfidy

of 670,000 pounds fierling. It v/as agreed to fend Britiili troops

to Germany ; and the great Pitt, who foon after took the rudder

of the ftate into his hands, and governed by the power of his great

''enius the Britifa empire like a didator, laid it down as a principle,

that America was to be conqueied in Germany.

(1758.) Both belligcrant powers nov/ had new hopes and new

dcfit^ns ; both had gathered newftrength ; and fo the campaign of

1758 vras opened. '1 he Rufiians v- ere the firft on the theatre of

war. Apraxin v'as recalled, FermiOr received the command witli

pofitive orders to take Pruflia in pofTelTion, which he performed in

the midil: of winter. Frederic, not doubting but this enemy would

advance farther, and havir-g regain recruited his armies, which v^ere

by fo many battles greatly leduced, and having like- ife provided

them abundantly with every thing, vas v/iiliing to undertake fome-

thlng againfl the Aufhians before he attempted any thing againft

the former. He therefore turned his views towards Moravia, be-

ginning his operations with the fiege of Schweidnitz. T his for-

trefs v/ith its garrifon of 5000 men, which was blockaded all the

winter, fuiiendered to the PruiTians after a defence of fixteen days.

It was now his turn to befiege Olmwtz. This fort v as provided

with a flrong garrifon, and all neccffaries to hold out a long liege.

To this fort came as the commander, General Marfhal, a man of



MILITARY REPOSITORY , ^29

experience, coiir?.ge, and refoluticn ; fo that they had every re^ifon

to expedl a vigorous refiflance.

The many diiKvulties attending an invaficn into Moravia were

not a little augmented by the diftance of the Pruilian magazines

from OJmutz, which Avas 82 miles. Hov/ever, all obfia-

cles were furmounted. ^i he king made figns as if he intended

to enter Bohemia ; but deluded the enemy, and forced his way
into MoraTia. The enemy's corps, who attempted to (top the

undertaking, were repulfed ; and the fiege was formally com-

menced. The commander took the moft efFedlive meafures for

defence, repaired the fortifications fpeedily, augm^ented his ftore of

provifions, difburthened hirafelf of all ufelefs inhabitants, and de-

molilhed the fuburbs. Field marfhal Keith commanded the be-

(ieging corps. But the firil: meafares they took augured an unfor-

tunate refult. Balby, the Pruilian colonel - f-engineers, a French-

man, committed the mofl extraordinary blunders whereby every

thing was protracled. The firft trench of the befiegers was 7500

paces from the fort, a diftance which rendered all firing f- uitlef?,'

They advanced by degrees in fpite of the faliies and the vehement

fire of the befieged^ and the place was cannonaded mth 50 pieces

of ordnance.

The wants, in commencing and continuing a fiege, according to

the modern art of war, are immenfe ; at this there was daily occa-

fion for feveral hundred waggon loads of powder and balls. The
neceiiary fupplics for the PruiliansWere daily brought in iar^e and

fmall tianfports. '1 hey generally arrived fafe ; but the liege re^

quired much more ; all depended, therefore, on a large traniport,

which was expecfled from Silefia by the way of Troppau, confi. incr-

of more than 3000 waggons loaded witKam.munltion and provifions.

To prevent its arrival was Daun's chief defign, in oider to five

Olmutz without engaging the king, to which he veiy feldom

inclined
;
precaution being his le tding chafafler. He made ufe

of the ftrength of his army, fending dinerent corps to occupy the

roads and environs through which the tranfports were to pafs,

3Tiany fldrmiihes happened. Fortune alternately declared in favor

of both ; but, on the whole, nothing wt.s decided.

Frederic did every thing that his fituation as befieger, and the

v.'eakncfs of his army would permit, to obtain the transports fafely,

on which all depended. Colonel Mofel, an experienced officer,

commanded the convoy. This corps v/as 90CO men ilrong ; and

v/ith this aftonilhing train he began a very tedious and difncuk

R
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march. From the rain and the continual parage, the roads weft

fo much iijured, that the waggons almoft every moment fluck in

the mud, and the train was thereby retarded and feparated. Mo-

fcl was obliged to halt from time to time, notwithftanding which

one third of the train was left behind. He could not wait for

them, but proceeded on his march which led through hollow ways

and near the enemy^s batteries. Here Laudon was waiting for

tliem. His Croats, polled in a v/ood, attacked the PrufTians with

gre;!t heat ; but they pufhed on into the wood, repulfed the enemy

and made feveral hundred prifoners.

During this engagement the train was put Into the greatcll con-

fjl-GR. 'j he peafants, v/ho drove the waggons, were fo frighten-

ed at the firft cannon-fliot, that they left erery thing, and difperfed*

.Many took off their horfes and haftened away. A great part' of

" never appeared again, but fled direftly home. Even many

vv ag;:;ons wheeled about regularly and returned to Troppau. Mofei

made the beft of this (hocking difafler, and -continued his march.

The king detached general Zieten to meet him, who was lucky

enoueh to join him; but there was not the half of the waggons,

vr.d n:any of thofe could not proceed for want of drivers, who

were difperfed. A frefli halt was abfolutely neceffary, and this

precious time the Auftrians ufed to poll 25,000 fele6l troops

among n.- the builjcs near Darmfkdel. Laudon and Ziflcowitz

v/cre their commanders. The train had hardly reached thofe

mounti.neous paffcs, when they were attacked on all fides, 'i hey

fired v/ith cannon at the waggons, killed the horfes, blew up the

powder waggons, and put every thing in the m.oft dreadful confu-

fion. However, the Pruflic^ns did not lofe courage, defending

themfelvcs miOre than two hours in the mod difadvantageous fitua-

tlun. They were divided in feparate parties to cover the immenfc

line of waggons; but the enemy could draw together at pleafure,

making their attack in whole columns. The PrufTians were at lafl

overcome, and the v hole tranfport feparated. Zieten was cut off

with a fmall part of the convoy, and obliged to retreat to Troppau

under continual fighting. General Krowkow collected the remain-

ing troops, and 250 waggons, wath which he fafely arrived at the

king's camp. AiJiongft thofe were 37 waggons laden wdth mo-

ney of which none fell into the enemy's hands.

/Ml the bravery of the FruOi;ms was fruitlefs in an engagement

fo unequal, for it v/as not difficult to deftroy a tranfport which

forn-ied a line of waggons from fifteen to twenty miles, and where

the troops were feparated at the dillance of a league. In this fitu-
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ailon the PrufHans did ever)' thing that could be expected of the

bravefl: warriors. A number of recruits were with the tranfpotts

eighteen and twenty years old, drawn from the cantons of the

Mark, and Pomerania, who never had feen an enemy, and who
fought here hke Romans. Out of 900, but 6^ were tukcn prifon-

ers, the bodies of the remainder were left on the fisld of battle.

[ Tc be cont'itiued. J

YHE INFLUENCE OF THE SCIENCES ON THE ART OF WAR.

X HE experience we may acquire from hiftory, is the

** beil inftrudion ; for it enables us, at all times, and under all

*' circumftances to form a correct judgement of whatever is

** good."

AN ancient {late,* which fee-ned to have a prcdileflion, that iu

was one day deflined by the fword of vJars, to become the rcgcr.t

of the earth, took the heroic refolution, to dedic/;:e its life wholly

to the fatiguing labours of warlike exercifes. Convinced that in

war not the mind but the body is moil afFe<51:ed ; the arts and f:icn-

ces, which feemed only to contribute to the cultivation of tlie

mind, and not to be in an immediate connection - ith military

operations, were here defpifed, ncgleded, and even expelled.

Accordingly they became what they endeavoured to be; Soldiers

without troubling themfelves with geometry, philofophy and the

arts.

The life of this ftate was a perpetual chain of war and victory.

Its triumph over beaten enemies, over conquered cities and pro-

vinces are innumerable. If we add the great lift of its renowned ge-

nerals, the number of Its old and experienced foldiers, ^^hofe bodies

were covered with wounds and fears, (glorious maiks of their v>clo-

ries!) we have glaring evidences of the uncommon v ar experience

of that nation. Yet this military (late with all its experienced

generals and foldiers, made not one piogrefTive ftep in the im-

provement of the art of war. At the end of five wr.rlike centu-

ries, this art was at Rome on the llime contraded fcale on v/hich

it was at its beginning. Fabulous as this may appear, it is confirm-

ed by hiilory.
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What was it then, we may ailc, that kept the warlike fpirit of

that nation in fo narrow a compafs ? was the greatnefs of thofe def-

plfers of the fciences, founded on chance only ? or upon their al-

ways having had enemies to oppofc, who were more ignorant than

they? But let us fee v hat flight military tadics took am-ong that

nation,* who adored Minerva both as the goddefs of wif-

dom and of the art of war; and who fet out v/ith the fame de-

opee of knowledge, but with different principles.

Geometry, philofophy, eloquence, hiftory and poetry were at

home among thcfe people. They were the infl:ru(5):lon of the

youth, the rtudy of the more advanced, and the entertainment

of the experienced foidier. The officers cultivated by thofe fci-

ences, regarded war with the fame philofophical eye as Newton

looked upon nature. Military objeds were to them what phy-

fical appearances are to the mathematician. In the combat for

their country and for liberty, they meafured the effe6l of power

^yere the common foidier thinks on nothing but killing and oq

avoiding being killed. Accuflomed, in every campaign, to write

down their experiences and obfervations, to deduct fiom them con-

cluijons and. rules for poderity, to them no event was loft, no

misfortune v it-hout utility, no event without confequenees. And
fo was the art of war, among that nation, at an early period raifed

to a fcience, and was publicly taught in their feminaries. The
notions which they connected with the inftrucftion of the art of

war in their fchools may bed be conceived from fome cxpreffions of

c ocrates, who, at that time, v/as a common Athenian foidier, but

who, upon the iield of battls knew to obferve with the eye of a fage?

and 10 give even to generals ufeful Icffons. Being informed that

a certain Dionefidor had arrived at Athens, in order to give lectures

on the art of v/ar, he took an opportunity of thus addreffing one of

his young friends :
*' It would be a fhame, if one v ho aimed at

*' occupying the ftation of a commander in the army, fhould let

'* this fine oppoitunity efcape to <"'udy the artof '^ar. The fate,.

** of a country, during a war, depends on the general ; therefore,

** any one that fhould faffer himfelf to be elefced to fuch a pofi

*• without having acquired the recuifite knowledge, ought to be fe-

" verely punilhed.*'

This difpofed the yonng man to take leHons of the beforemcn-

tioned inllrufcor. Socrates, fome time after, meeting the young

man 3gain in company, addreffed them in the following manner*

** Is not this youth, in your opinion, mere venerable fince he has

* Greece.



MILITARY REPOSITORY. i;;

r fludicd the art of war? For, as a man may be a phyficiaiji %vkh-

.« out pra<5tiring his art, this young man is now a general, crea

«' though he Ihould not have one voice at the eledion to the com-

«* mand ; whilft, on the contrary, aaother who knows nothing of

" the art of war does not become a better general by having fuf-

<* feredhimfelf tobceleaed."

Xenophon, who relates this anecdote, and who moft likely was

the very man alluded to, has, by his example, juiHfied the judgment

of Socrates. He was afterv/ards among the corps often thouCnd

Greeks, as a volunteer v/ithout command. The terrible fituation

of that body of troops, after the lofs of a battle, in the centre of

the Pedian empire, is well known. Before them an enraged monarch,

v/hofe empire and life they intended to take a ay, who could

raife millions of men to his vengeance ; in their rear large rivers,

impra6:icakle mountains, pafTes occupied by inimical nations, many

hundred miles from their own country, without a guide, without

the means to pafs rivers, without provifions, without commanders.

Who was it that in this perilous fituation knew to give advice, take

the neceflary precautions, point out the road, the order of march,

determine the attack and defence, and to conduft'the whole corps

fafely to their home? It was the youngeft of the fxve new elected

generals—the fchQlar of Socrates.

The Greeks philofophifed in the field and arranged batties in

their ftudiesj extending thereby their knov/ledge, and at every

new war they made progrefs in tallies. In lefs than two hundred

years they brought the art of v^a.v to the higheft perfeAion ; and

after three hundred years they became the inftruftors of the Ro-

mans, who, with all their perpetual wars and vidories, looked upon

tactics as a trade, they having fuffered this art to degenerate upon

their field of Mars into a mechanical famenefs.

An evident proof of the perfedion of the Grecian taftics to-

v/ardsthe end of the firft period, is Alexander the Great; who

from the 20th to the 25th year of his age, in his Afiatic campaign,

already made ufe of all the tactical arts, v/hich in the prefent cen-

tury Frederic II. of Pruffia has fo excellently difplayed. In the

paflage bver the Granicus, in the battle of Arbela; in the paifage

over the Hydafpes, ^' e behold the m.odels of the battles of Prague,

of Leuthen, of Collin, and of Crefeld. ^
It is, therefore, not kf-

fening the knowledge of Alexander if we afiert that he had only

weak Afiatics to combat ; it fuffices, that his plans were i'o wife

that he might have adopted them againft any nation on earth ; his

enemies poifeired fo much tadical knowledge that they oppofed to
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him the fame, and often better manoeuvred, as in the beforemention-

ed battles, the Auftrians to the PruiTians, and the French to the

allies.

A ftate may negle6t or defpife the arts and fciences, and the art

of war, which always keeps equal pace with them ; they at laft

prevail, and take a terrible vengeance of their opponents, "i his is

what Rome experienced, to which we now return again. They

already began to rank Regulus among his great predeceffors, having

beaten in their own country the army of Rome*s powerful rival,

Carthage; a ftate, v/hich infignlficant as its beginning was, now

reigned over numerous provinces and feas, and which by the extent

of its commerce, and its indefatigable induflry, poffefTed immenfe

riches, when the pride of the Roman warriors became humiliated,

and the theory of the art of war, accompanied by the other fci-

ences, began to fnine in the Occident with the fame brightnefs as it

had hitherto done in the orient.

At that time there was at Carthage a man, of a mean appear-

ance ; but he was educated in that warlike ftate, where they were

accuftomed, before every battle, to bring offerings to the amiable

Mufes, the protedors of the fciences. Xanthippus. who never be-

fore was heard of having been at the head of an army, was bold

enough to declareamong his friends, that the Carthagenians were not

beaten by the art of the Romaus, but by the ignorance of their own

generals. The Senate, in their defpair, placed the fate of the ilate

and their army into the hands of this man. AH were ailoniflied,

when they faw how he divided the undifciplined troops into fpartan

legions, and inftrujSled them before the town in war manoeuvres.

All now were eager to combat under the lead offuch a commander.

The army of the Romans was beaten, and the proud Regulus takea

prifoner.

Xanthippus, to avoid jealoufy, the fare companion of merit, re-

tired to his native country ; but he left among the Carthagenians a

light In the art of war, which afterwards fpread death and deflruc-

lion in Italy. He left his fcholar, the Carthagenian Hamilkar, a-

worthy fucceffor in his Oifhce, and heir of his arts. That able '.

taflician, who defeated the rebels of the flate by a flrilful manoeuvre

on the river Macar, and who, according to the expreffion of Po-

iybius, proved how great the difference was between generals who

arc mailers of the ta<5lics, and thofe of mere mechanical pradllce.

T his zealous defpifer of the Romans did all in his power to in-

fpire his fon, Hannilal, with the fame fentiments of hatred againfl

the Romans. When a boy of nine years old. he made him fwear

at the altar of jupiter, an eternal enmity againfl them.
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Inflamed by hatied againft the Romans, and inftruaed by a

fccond Xanthippus, Hannibal, though not above 27 years old, was

bold enough to declare war againft the ftate of Rome. The great-

nefs of this enrerprize we fee by confidering the then fituation of

Rome. During 500 years ftie had carried on innumerable wars,

and fmiflied them all viftorioufly. They had 150*000 infantry

and 6000 horfe for the defence of their capital. Their whole

force, withthofe of their allies, was 700,000 infantry, and 70,000

horfe. Hannibal entered Italy, againft di thofe forces, with lefs

than 20,000 men.

Such an enterprize can be equalled only by the fortitude with

which Hannibal performed this march, the mod difncult that ever

was made. Nothing was capable of impeding his courfe, neither

rapid rivers, nor numerous foes* They endeavored in vain to ani-

hilate his army between the precipices of mountains. Nature had,

in vain, fortified Italy with the Alps, whofe rocks and mountains,

covered with fnow, are loft in the clouds. In the midft of winter,

and the feverity of the feafon, he broke through thefe rocks and

mountains of fnow, a road never before trodden by man or beaft.

When he arrived in Italy, the fortune of ^^ ar among the Ro-

mans, their valour and experience melted away before him like bad

metal in the refiner's furnace. Evidences of this are the great bat-

tles on the river Trebia, on the lake of Trafimene and of Cannae,

in each of which he annihilated almoit a Roman army. Rome

was plunged into grief. In vain they recalled to their minds their

former brilliant triumphs ; they only ferved to augment their con-

fternation. The moft experienced generals feemed to have loft

all prefence of mind ; Fabius alone acquired the praife of his

countrymen, by having found out that it was impollible to attack

Hannibal upon a ground favorable to war manoeuvres. He faved-

his army by marching them on the fide of Hannibal over mountains

and almoft impaffable ground, while th« latter devaftuted the fertile

plains of Italy with fire and fword. But to conquer Hannibal, re-

mained a fecret to him as v/ell as to his calleagues, who little knew

tliat the art of v ar muft be ftudied, and was not to be learnt by

mere mechanical pradice.

Aichimedes, whofe writings we ftill pofiefs, and who laid the

foundation of almoft every modern difcovery in mathematics, pre-

pared, at this time, death and deftrudion to another Roman army.

Archimedes, who thought pradice to be the flave of theory, was^

often requefted by king Hiero, his relation, to ftiew the utility of

his ftudies by pradicsl appUcation. But now, the place of his



236 MILITARY REPOSITORY.

nativity being befieged by the Romans, he manifefled it by inven-

tions of war machines of all kinds. Sometimes he. prevented the

afTaalt of a Roman army by a torrent of (tones and arrows. Some-

times b€- annihilated the Roman veflels with rocks thrown by ma-

chines. Sometimes he deftroyed thofe. who, by favor of the night,

had approached the wall, by other machines, like drawing wells.

With thefe he drew the boats, with the men in them* out of the

water, and plunged them back into the abyfs Marcellas, the -Ro-

man general, in vain made ufe of all his forces during three years

before Syracufe, a city, v/hich he thought to conquer by one fingle

alTauIt. All his C«ll and force availed him nothing againft one

fmgle mathematician, till at laft on a fail day, by the negligence of

the guard, they were faffered to mount the walls, and Archimedes,

amidft his mathematical iniiruments, in his fludy room, was killed

by a Roman foldief.

Though the examples of Xanthippus, Hannibal, and Archi-

medes, and the lofs of fo many armies, gave to the Romans.evident

proofs of the infAicnce which the fciences have over the art of

war ; yet they would not have found out their error, if one of their

fellow citzens had not by an indifputable example, opened their

eyes. To oppofe Hafdrubal in Spain, a general was to be elect-

ed. The moH: experienced officers trembled at the idea of general-

fliip in a country where de^.th feemed particularly to perfecute the

leaders. Scipio alone (a yoang man of 24 years,) was not difccu-

raged. From his infancy, according to the example of the

Greeks, he had addicted himfelf to philoibphy. elocution, poetry,-

the Greek language, and the ftudy of their taflical writings, and

was prefent at feveral campaigns. He jiras eledted to the com^

mand of the Roman army in Spain, in confcquence of an eloquent

addrefs to the people

His firft epdeavor was to exercife his army in the grand ma-

nceuvres, which he had learned from the hiftory of the Punic war ;

the lefs important manoeuvres only being hitherto knov n at Rome
in the fame manner as they were at Carthage before Xanthippus,'

and in the prefent century before Frederic the feccnd. The hap-

pieli confsquences were the refult of his flcill and activity. He'

defeated the Cariliagenian army in Spain, and formed the impor-

tant projeft of palling over to Africa with his army, and attacking-

the Carthagenian (tate in its very bofom. He proceeded Vv'iththe .

caution of a veteran general, pafTing a whole yea/ in Sicily in making

preparations for his African campaign, and in eir.ercifing his troops.

At the review, the Roman infpedtors beh^d new evolutions bf
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land and by Tea. Sclpio fafely landed his troops in Africa. The
C-arthagenians were defeated in feveral bloody engagements ; and,

beginning to be terrified at the fame of Scipio's fuccelTes, they

recalled Hannibal out of Italy, to oppofe the Romans at home
;

but nothing could refill the Ikilful mancsurres of Scipio. Even

Hannibal was unable to iland agamft him. He who \v?s fixtecn

yearstheterrorof Rome, and their inftrudlor in military m-^^'jeuvres,

was now, in a decifive battle, on which the fate of Carthage depen-

ded, defeated by his fcholar.

This battle clofed the fecond Punic war, the end of that pow-

erful combat between theory ?.nd pradice, vhich had lailed fmce

the time of Xanthippr.?, and was decided io favor or the former.

They began now to be convinced at Rome, what the mind of one

man who is enlightened by the fciences, can do in war. Scipio's

enemies were no longer able to le/ien his a<5tioas and his merits.

His triumphal entry into Rome was the triumph of the fciences.

From the hiftory of Scipio, as well as that of Alexander and Han-

nibal, it became evident that a young man, aiUfted by theory, and a

few years experience, may take the com-mand of an army to more

advantage than any old general, whcfe knowledge is the refuit of

prafflice only. Then they were convinced, fays SalkO:, that ia

var, the mind does more than the body.

The Roman youth, and particularly thofe who had formed pre

tenfions to higher military poftSj nov/ endeavored to cultivate

their minds by the fciences. We ftill have to regret the iofs of

the works of Cincius, Dimentus and Cato. The latter, as he de-

clared himfelf, was more proud of his writings than of the many

vi<51:ories he gained as a Roman general.

The refuit, which was dearly bought with the ruin of lo many

fiourilhing provinces, v/ith the blood of millions of men, with enor^

inous expences, was, that the mind of the officer was to be culti-

vated by ftudy as well as the body of the common foldier by exer-

cifes and manoeuvres.

It is true, that common foldicrs, \^ ho never had a fcientiiic

education, often diftinguifli themfelves in war by a noble condu6r.

But vho knows by what fecret way the fciences often Ihew their

influence ? And even if we allow that a man may bear wixh. forti-

tude the greateft hardfViips of v/ar. be adive in his enterprizes, and

valiant in danger, \\ithout taking, like Charles XII, Alexander

as a pattern ; nay, without even knowing that Alexander ever ex-

ifted ; yet the prefence of mind and the refolution of a leader, as

S
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fiir as we difllngiiidi it from bluntnefs, depends entirely on th?

theory he polTefTes of the art of war, fo as that theory pre-fuppofes

a mind cultivated by the fcienccs. To deny that, would be the

fame as to affert, that the narrower a phyfician's notions are of the

fymptoms of difeafes, the better he would be able to diiiinguifh the

difeafes themfelves ; and that the lefs he has taken notice of what

other phyficians have found ferviceable in fmiihr cafes^ the greater

would be his abilities to prefcribe fiiitable remedies.

It is true, they want to fupply all that by experience ; as if a.

man w-ould acquire a perfedt knowledge of phyfic by viiiting the

patients for fome time in company with a phyfician, without having

previouily ftudied medicine. Is the experience in war, on which

manv a one values himfelf fo much, of another complexion ? I>o v/e

knowthefituationof an enemy ? Does the general communicate to irs

liis intentions ? Are we acquainted with all the fprings, which he

puts in motion? Do we know what in reality, has decided the adi-

on? Is the art of war fo fimple a thing, th?„t v.-e may penetrate the

whole at one view, asd foolifhly imagine that from a few cafes at

which wev/ere prefent we can judge of all its extent? Can it be

])ofrible> for any one to have the opinion of himfelf that he could

fupply all by the greatnefs of his own geniu?, v/hen even Frederic

the fecond, declares his great experience and exalted talents to

be infuiliciens ? The art of war, fdjs that Monarch after he had
;

atlonilhed all Europe by his militaiy exploits, " the art of war is

** not born with us. And even if natilre has beftowed upon us the

** moft extraordinary talents
;
yet a profound lludy and a long ex-

'* perience are required to bring them to perfeclion." I venture

to ad^, ihat a profound ftudy is the more neceffary, the lefs libe-

ral nature has been in her gifts. For no one is more in need '

to ftudy the invention of others, and thereby, as it were, to make

them their own, than thofe who have not the gift of inventio-a.

And many a one, who feemed to be without talents, became by

continual application, a luminary which enlightened the world.

The many v. ritings of Fredeiic the fecond, evince how much

he Y/as addifted to ftudy, how many nights he muft inevitably

hare paffed among his books. But did that prevent him from fur-

pafTmg the molt adive general in a<^ivity, the firmeft in fortitude,,

and the mod determined in refolution i Or was not all that a con-

feqiierftr^-^f his ftudies ? 1 he Prufiian taflics, in the fpace of 15

years, came to as high a degree of perfection as the Macedoniaa,

in which the greateft geniufes, the moll: renowned generak, and the

moft learned men of Greece, employed alnioft 200 years. It was
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the influence of thefciences that produced this adonlfliing progrefs^

And even the Romans were at lali: convinced by the example of

their fellow citizen, and were excited to ftudy. All thefe exam-

ples ought to attrad our attention, and excite immitation.

REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER AND MILITARY TALENTS

OF CHARLES XII. KING OF SWEDEN, BY THE

LATE KING OF PRUSSIA.

1 HAVE endeavoured, merely for my own information, to ob-

tain ajuft idea of the chara6ter and military talents of CharlesXIL
I eftim.ate his worth neither by the pidure which have been drawn

by his panegyrifts, nor his critics. Occular witneffes, and memoirs,

which are, by all authors, 'acknowledged to be authentic, have beca

my'guides. We ought to fufpe<5l all thofe particular, and minute

relations, which we too often find in hiftory. Of a multitude of

£61ious and fatyrical remarks, few things prefent themfeves which

are worthy of notice.

Among the many turbulent fpirits, whicli have been devoured

by tlie paffion of reigning, thofe rulers, who have fought to render

nations happy, or to fubjed them to the yoke of fervitude, none

deferve to fix our attention, except fuch v/hofe genius was capable

of embracing all things, whofe vafl: plans produced great adlions,

and whofe powers of mind created circumftances, as it were, from

nonentity, or profited by the moft advantageous of thofe which prc-

fented themfelves. to efFc6l efiential changes in the relations wliicli

exift betvv-een fcates.

Such was the genius of Caefu'. The fervlccs he.had rendered

the republic, his great defeats, his ftill greater virtues, and his for>

tunate viflories, all united to raife him to the empire of the world.

Guftavus, Turenne, Eugene, and Marlborough, in a fph-rc mote

confined, v/ere animated by the fame fpirlt. Some of thefe great

men made their operations conform to the plan which they intend-

ed to purfue during the campaign ; others connected all their la-

bours, all the operations of various campaigns, with the plan of

the war they carried on; and the end they endeavoured to attain

is difcovered, when we with attention purfue their entcrprizc?,

which were conduced with prudence and feconded by audacity,

and which often v/ere crowned jvith fplendid fuccefs.

Such was the plan of Cromwell, that ambitious affaffin of a

king, and of Richelieu, that adroit prieit. who, in confequence of
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his perfevferancc, obtained the power by which he governed the

grandees of the kingdom, with the iron fceptre of defpotifm, al-

moil extirpated the proteftants, and humbled the monarchs of Auf-

tria, who were the irreconcileable enemies of France.

I do not i;?tend to examine by what right Ca^far overthrew the

repubhc, of Vv^hich he was a member; nor is this the place to de-

cide whether the cardifial, during his adminiftration, did good or

harm to France ; nor yet to qucftion how far Turentje merited

reproaches for having ferved the Spaniards againd his country.

"Vyje flip.ll here only fpsak of the real value of great qualities, and

not of the proper or imprcpei- manner in which they have been

employed.

The violent paffionc of Charles were, it is true, often obliged

to. cede to the efiimates and f?gc iaeafiires of politics; but this king

is, neverthelefs, one of thofe lingular apparitions that Lave excited

the fear and aftonimmer,!; of Europe.. The grj.ndeur and fplen-

dour of his aftions furpafe the expe."dion of the mod ardent and

determined warrior. KiRg of a valiant lu.iion, and arbitrator of

the norrh, his fucceeding misfortunes were exceilive. Obliged tq

feek an afyium among barbarians, by whom he was finally made

prifoncr: he merits obfervation both during his "good and ill for-

tune; neither of which can be indifferent to warriors.

My intention is not to diminiih the worth of this hero, I only

meaa to obferve him v/ith greater accuracy, that I may exactly

determine in vihat he ought to be imitated, and propofed as an

example.

To imagine a man, wlio has attained the perfeft knowledge of

any fcience whatever, v/ould be as ridiculous as to pretend that

fire quenches third:, and that v/ater fatisfes hunger. To inform

the hero that he has been guilty of an error, is but to make him

recolledt he is aman. Kings, generals, miniflers, authors, in a

v/ord, all you v/ho are obliged to appeal on the great theatre of

the world, you are equally fubjcift to the decifion of your cotem-

poraries, and to the fentence of unpardoning poderity.

The toodi of criticifra can only inake an imprefiion on excel-

lence; bad writings arc not v/orthy the trouble. It is the fame

with all the paths which lead to the temple of fame. Commbn
mortals are fulfcrcd to pafs on without attrading attention ; but the

penetrating eye is fixed on thofe who endeavour, with uncommon

talents, to open to themfelves nev/ roads.

Charles XII. is, from many confideiations, excufable in not

hating pofTeded all the perfec'^ion in the art of w;.r. This diiH-
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cult art is not Inn&te with man. Though nature flioaid have bc-

ftowed upon us fuperior genius, profound ftudy and long experi-

ence arc not the Id'z neceflaty for the improvement of the moll au-

fpicious quahties. It is requifite the warrior fliouJd begin his ca-

reer under the guide of a great captain, or be taught the principles

of his trade at much expence and peri), ^and after having received

many fevere lefTons. "VVe cannot poiTibly deceive ourfelves when

we fuppofe all the capacity of a great general did not exifc in a

youth who was a king at fixteen.

Charles XII. firftfav/ the enemy v/hen he firft fiw himfelf at

the head of his forces. nq-m

I Iliall here take occafion to remark, that all thofe who hare

commanded armies in their early youth have imagined that courage

and rafnnefs only were neceiliiy to vidtory. Of this Pyrrhus, the

great Conde, and our hero, are examples.

But fince the difcovery of gun-powder has changed the art of

war, the whole fyflem has in confequence been changed iikewife.

Strength of body, the nr(t of qualities among the heroes of anti-

quity, is at prefentof no eftimation. Stratagem vanquiHies ftrength,

and art, courage. The underftanding of the general has more in-

fluence on the fortunate or unfortunate confequences of the cam-

paign, than the prowefs of the combatants. Prudence prepares and

traces the route which valor muft purfue ; boldnefs mull direcfl: the

execution ; and abilities, not good fortune only, will acquire us the

applaufe of the well informed. Our young ofnccrs may learn ths

theory of this difficult fcience, by the iiudy of fome Glafiical works,

and form themfelves by frequenting the fociety of men of expe-

rience.

Thefe were refources which the king of Sweden wanted.

Whethei it were to amufe him, or to infpire him with a love of the

latin tongue, which he hated ; he was obliged to tranOate the in-

genious romance of Quintus Curtius ; and it is poflible, that this-.

book avv'akened in him the defire to imiiate Alexander ; but it

could not fupply him with thofe rules which appertain to a more

recent military art. Charles indeed, generally fpcaking, owed no-

thmg to art, but all to natuic. His genius- was not refplendent

with acquired knowledge, but his mind bore the (lamp of audacity

• to excefs, and fortitude not to be fhakcn, fo that it was capable of

forming the greateft refolutions. Fame was the idol to which all

was facriiiced. His acrioiis, fmgly, gain, when they are more

nearly examined, in proportion as his plans faffer lofs. The firm-

nefs with which he oppofed misfortune, his indefuig^ible acrivity
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in all his enterprizes, and an heroical courage, which was blind to

danger, were certainly the charafterifHc traits of this extraordinary

monarch.

By nature deftined to be a hero, the young king followed the

irrefiftable inclination which hurried him along, at the moment that

the cupidity of his neighbours provoked him to war. His character,

which, till then, had been miftaken, fuddenly difplayed itfelf. But

it is time to follow the hero on his various expeditions. I mean to

confine my remarks to his nine firft campaigns, which open a vaft

£t\d for obfervation.

The King of Denmark made war on the Duke of Holftein,

who had efpoufed the fiftcr of Charles. Inftead of fending troops

into Holftein, where they could only have aided in completing the

ruin of the country he wifhed to proteft, he ordered eight thoufand

men into Pomerania. He, himfelf, with his fleet, proceeded into

Zealand, repulfed the enemy's troops that guarded the coaft, be-

fieged Copenhagen, the capital of his foe, and, in lefs than fix

weeks, obliged the King of Denmark to conclude a peace, which

was very advantageous to the Duke of Holftein.

The plan and its execution were equally admirable. By this

lirll efra}^ Charles raifed himfelf to the rank of Scipio, who tranf.^

ported the war into Africa, that he might oblige Carthage to re-

call Hannibal out of Italy.

From Zealand I Hiall attend the young hero into Livonia, whir

ther his troops marched with incredible fpeed ; and the veni, vidi,

vici of Casfar, were perfeflly applicable to the whole campaign.

The fame enthuliafm which infpired the King in his enterprizes,

animates our imagination, at the recital of the memorable vidory

he gained.

The condufl of Charles was fagely audacious, and by no means

rafii. It was necelfary to fuccour the town of Narva, which the

Czar befieged in perfon ; and for this purpofe he was obliged to

attack and to vanquifli the Ruflians. 7'heir army was numerousj

but it was only a fwarm of ill-armed barbarians, without difcipline^

and defHtute of commanders. The Swedes, therefore, might

expedl: to gain the fame advantages over the Mufcovites, as the Spa-

niards obtained over the favage nations of America. Their fuc-

cefs was perfectly correfpondent to their hopes, and Europe heard

with ailonifhment, that eight thoufand Swedes had beaten and dif-

perfed eighty thoufand Ruffians.

From this triumph, I fiaall accompany the hero to another vic-

tor^^, on the banks of the Duina, the only artion in which he em-
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ployed ftratagem, and by which he i^^rofited like a confummate

General.

The Saxons were on the oppofite fhore, and Charles deceived

them by an artifice, of which he himfelf was the inventor. He
concealed his manoeuvres by the thick fmoke of wetted ftraw, under

favor of v/hich, and an uninterrupted cannonade, he caufed his

troops to pafs the river before old general Heinau, who commanded

the Saxons, had time to fufped an adion of fuch a nature. Scarcely

were the Swedes on the oppofite fide of the water, before they

were formed, in order of battle, to fall on the enemy. The cavalry

made fome attacks, and the infantry a few difcharges, and the

Saxons were difperfed and took to flight.

How fplendid was fuch condu<n: ! On palling the river, how
great was the prefence of mind, the adivity which Charles difplay-

ed, while he put his troops in order of battle, at the very m.oment

they progrefliveiy landed ! What valour he demonitrated in gain-

ing the vidory fo rapidly, and with fo much honour ! Meafures

taken and executed after this manner, m.erit the praifes of all ages,

and of all nations.

But it is inconceiveable to recoiled, that we are obliged to fcek

malter (Irokes of Charles in his firft campaigns. Was it that he

was fpoiled by the interrupted favour of fortune ? Or could he

fuppofe that a man whom nothing refifted, had no need of art ?

Or did his courage, as admirable as it was aflonifaing, fo far mif-

lead him, as to entail on him the defers of thofe w^arriors, who

poiTefs no virtue but rafhnefs ^

Hitherto Charles had turned his arms only again (l: foes whom he

was obliged to comibat, in his own defence. But after the battle of

Duina, we lofe fight of the clue by which he was conduced.

We perceive a great number of enterprizes, ' without connection

and without defign, intermiglcd with brilliant adions, but which

in no manner contributed to produce that great eifect, he m.ight

have reafonably propofed to himfelf in making v/ar.

The Czar, paft contradiction, v/as the moft puiiUmt and moft

iangerons enemy of Sweden. Should not the hero have returned

in fearch of him. immediately after the defeat of the Saxons ? The
remains of the army beaten at Narva vv'ere not yet reunited.

Peter I. had haftily aflembled thirty or forty thoufand new raifed

men, who were not ofgreater v/orth than the eighty thoufand, whom
Charles difarmed. He ought therefore again vigoroufly to have

attacked him, to have driven him out of Ingria, and not to have

given him time to recoiled himfelf, but have profited bv- thi" fitua-

tion. and have forced him to peace.
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Auguftus who had recently been eleded, but not unanimouily,

beheld himfclf feated on a tottering throne. Deprive him of the'

aidof Ruffia and he muft fall. Or Charles might dethrone him

T/bcnever he (hould pleafe, fuppofing this to be a real advantage to

Sweden. But infiead of adling thus prudently, the king feems to

have forgotton the Czar, and the Ruffians at bay, that he might

give chr.fe to I know not what Polilh-magnate of the contrary

party. The purfuit of individual vengeance made him negled:

real advantigcs, and lofe fight of the principal objeft.

After he had feized on Lithuania, his array entered Poland like

a torrent which overflowed ^nd inunduted the whole kingdom.

The king was to-day at Warfaw, t,o-morow at Cracow, and. the

next day at Lublin or Lemberg, Kis troops fpread themfelves

through Poiifh Pruffia, 3.g?.ln appeared at Warfaw, dethroned king

Augudus, purfued him into Saxony, there peaceably to take up

•winter quarters.

We muft rccollecl: that thefe campaigns, which I haflen over?

afforded Charles employment during feveral years. Here I ihall

flop a moment to examine his condudt. Let me however rem.ark,

that, during the interval of thefe marches and counter marches, the

vidory of Cliffow v/as gained, for ^^ hich he was indebted to an

able manceuvre to take the Saxons in flank.

The method which Charles purfaed in the war of Poland, was
• certaiely very defective. The conqneft of Poland, which is every

where an open country without fortreffes, is a thing of no difHcul-

ty ; but its prefcrvation as Marfnal Saxc V/ell obfervcs. Is very pre-

carious. The eafier it is to be conquered, the more difficult it is

for a convqv.cror there to fix and maintain himfelf ; the method the

Marfhai propofcG, no doubt appears to be flow, but it is the only

one which can be followed by thofe who would ait with fafcty.

The king of Sweden was by nature much too hafty to make pro-

found refledtions on the country in V/hich he made war, and on the

difpofitions fuitable to his military efforts. Had he firfl: eflablifhed

himfelf in Poiifh Pruflia, had he progieilively fecured the Viilula

and the Bog by throwing up entrenched places of arms, at the con-

fluence of the rivers, or in other proper places ; had he a<5lcd in

the fame manner on the other rivers which traverfe Poland, he

would have obtained points kt which to rally, would have guarded

the conquered diftrids, and the places he occupied would have

enabled him to r.-ifc contributions, and form magazines for the ar-

my. By this conduct the war v/ould have become more regular,

and he Vv'ould have prcfcribed bounds to the inroads of the Ruflians
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arid the Saxons. The pofts v/eil fortified, would have obliged his
'

enemies, if they would a6l effedually, to undertake diRant fieges,

to which it would have been very diihcult to tranfpoft the artillery

neceflary, on accouHt of the kidnefs of the roads in that country.

His fituation never could become defperate, fhould misfortune

happen ; his rear would have been open, and by his pofts he would

have gained time to repair the lof^, and to retard a vidtorious enemv.

By a contrary conduct which Charles preferred, he was only

matter of the c6untry which his troops occupied ; his campaigns

were continual marches ; and the leaft unfortunate accident endan-

gered the lofs of his conquefts. He was obliged to fight innumer-

able battles, and by the moft glorious viftory, only gained the un-

certain pofTellion oi provinces, from which -he had long befor^

expelled the foei

We infenfiWy approach the period when fortune began to de-

clare againll: our hero. It is my intention to be ftill more cir-

cumfpeifl than I have been, in judging events, the termination of

which was fo unfortunate.

We ought not to pafs judgement on the goodnefs of the plan,

by the i/Tue of thq undertaking. Let us carefully guard againlr

placiag that reverfe offortune, which happens in execution, to the

account of Want of precaution. It may be produced by invifible

caufes, which the multitude calls blind fatality, and which notvv^ith-

ftanding their great influence over the deftiny of men, from their

obfcurity and complication, efcape the mofl: profound and mofl-

philofophic fpirit of remark.

We cannot in any manner accufe the king of Sv/eden, of hav

ino^been himfelf the caufe of all the misfortunes whic^ befell him.o

The fuccefs which had feconded his enterprizes, during the v/ar in

Poland, did not permit him to obferve, that he often departed from

rules of art ; and, as he had not been punifhed for his errors, he

was unacquainted with the danger to v/hich he had been expofed.

His conftant good fortune rendered him fo confident, that he did

not even fufpeft it was necelTary to change his meafures.

In what relates to his projeds on the duchy of Smolenfko and the

Ukrain, it appears, he may be accufed of not having taken the lead

precaution. Suppofmg he had dethroned the Czar at Mofcow,

the execution of his plan would not have done liim any honour
5

fmce fuccefs would not have been the v/ork of prudence, but the

efFe<5t of chance.

The fubfiflence of his troops fhould be the firflcare of a general.

An army has been compared to an edifice, the bafis of v/hich is the
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belly. The negligence of the king in this eflential point, was

what mod contributed to his misfortunes, and moft diminifhed his

fame. What praife would the general merit, who in order to

vanquiih, muft have troops that have no need of nouriihment, fol-

diers that are indefatigable and heroes v/ho are immortal ?

Charles XII. is accufed of having too inconfiderably depended

on the promifes of Mazeppa, but he was not betrayed by the

CoiTack. Mazeppa on the contrary, was himfelf betrayed by a

fortuitous concourfe of unfortunate circumftances ; which he could

neither forefee nor avoid- Befides, minds of the power of that of

Charles, are incapable of fufpicion, and are never diffident, till they

have been taught the wickednefs and the ingratitude of mankind

by repeated experience.

But I return to examine the plan of operations which Charles

intended to execute, during his campaign. True it is, I cannot

fay, with Corregio, ** I alfo am a painter," yet I will venture to

prefent m.y ideas to the connoifieur in the art of war.

That he might repair the error he had committed, in having fo

long neglefted the Czar^ it appears to me, that the king fhould have

penetrated into Ruilia, by the moH eafy route, as the mofi: certain

means of overwhelming his all powerful adverfar)'-. This route,

undoubtedly was not that of Smolenflco, nor the Ukrain. 7 here

were in both, iniprafticable marches, immenfe deferts, and great

rivers to pafs, before a half cultivated country could be entered,

and the army arrive at Mofcow. By taking either of thefe routes,

Charles deprived himfelf of all the fuccour he might have received

from Poland or Sweden. The farther he advanced into Ruffia,

the farther he found himfelf from his kingdom. To complete

fuchan entcrprize required more than one campaign. Whence
v/as he to obtain provifions ? By what road were his recruits to

march ? In hat Mufcovite or Coffack avenue could he eftablifii

a place of referve ? Whence could he obtain arms and clothing

which are continually to be renewed in an army with numerous
other things of lefs value, but which are abfolutely ncceflary ?

So many infarmountablc difficulties, ffiould have taught him to

forefee that the Swedes were undoubtedly expofed to perifh by fa-

tigue and famine, and that they mufl diminifh and melt away, even

if viaorious. If, therefore, the afpedt of fuccefs was thus gloomy,

how dreadful muft be the pidure of poffible misfortune ! A lofe

eafy to be repaired, in a different fituation, muft become a decifive

catartrophc, to an army abandoned to chance, in a defert country,

wihoutt flrong holds, and confequently without retreats.
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Inftead of expofing himfelf to fo many dilHcuIdes, with fo much
temerity, inflead of braving fo many obflacles, a much more na-

tural plan prefented itf^lf, which might have been conceived ?.nd

executed without effort. Charles fliould have proceeded imme-

diately to Peterfburg, through Livonia and Ingria. The Swedifh

fleet, and the neceffary trafports, with a fupply of provifions, might

have follov/ed by the gulph of Finland ; the recruits and other

things neceffary, might hare been fent on board this fleet, or march-

ed through Finland. The king would thus have covered his befl

provinces, and not have removed from his frontiers Succefs

would have been more fplendid, and the utmoft adverfity would

not have rendered his fituation hopelefs. Should he have feized

on Pcterfberg he would have deftroyed the new fettlement of the

Czar; Ruffia would have loft fight of Europe, and the only link

which connedled that empire,- with the quarter of the globe v/e

inhabit, v ould have been broken.

This point gained, he would have been able to profit by fuccefs,

and proceed farther; though I do not perceive it was any ways ef-

fential, he fhould fign the articles of peace at Mofcov.''.

Let me be permitted, for my own information, to compare the

condu<51: of the king of Sweden, during thefe two compaigns, to the

rules which the great maflers of the military art have given.

^ Thofe rules are that a general fhould never endanger his army; nor

advance with any corps which is not fiifficient fuftained. Charles,

as it were, buried himfelf in the duchy of SmolenlKO, v/ithout think-

ing ©f preferving a communication with Poland. Our inftru6lors

have eftabiiihed it as a law, that we fhould form a defenfivc line

of communication, and cover it by the army, that our rear may be

open, and our magazines in fafety. The Swedes found themfelve?

near the town of Smolenfkoj y/ith only proviiions fafficient for a

fortnight ; they drove their enemies before them, beat their rear

guard, and purfued them at a venture, without exadly knowing

whither the fugitive enemy v/as leading them.

We know of no precaution which the king took for the fubfifl-

ence of his army, except that he ordered general Lowenhaupt to

follow him with a confiderable convoy. He, therefore, ought not

to have this convoy, which the army could not do without, fo far

in the rear ; nor to have begun his march to the Ukrain before its

arrival ; for the farther he removed from it, the more he expofed

himfelf to defeat. He fhould rather have chofen to return with

his forces into Lithuania. He, on the contrary, continually pufh-

cd forward, and thus accelerated the lofs ofhis army.
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To fuch a condud, fo oppoflte to all the rules of the art of war,,

and which alone was fiifficient to incur luin, misfortunes wer^

added, which can only be attributed to fatality. The Czar, thrice

attacked Lowenthaupt, and at length obliged him to deilroy a

great part of his convoy.

The king of Sweden, therefore, was ignorant ef the views and

motions of the Ruflians. If this were negligence on his part, h?

ought bitterly to have reproached himfelf ; but if it were occafi-

oned by invincible obrtacles, we muit once again place this difaf-

ter to the account of inevitable deftiny.

AVhen war is made in a half barbarous and ;»lmoft defert coun-

try, it is necefiary tp build fOrtrelTes in order to keep pofleflion.

Thefe are, in fonie fort, creations. The troops muft aid in con-

iiruc^ing roads, mounds and bridges, and in raifing redoubts, ac-

cording as each fhall become requifite': but a method fo tedious,,

was little correfpondent to the impetuous and refllefs fpirit of the

kino. It has been rightly remarked, that, in what depended on

bravery and promptitude, he was incomparable ; but he was no long-

er the fame man on occafions wheq regular plans o:; (low meafures

were to be obfeived, which time only cQuld reform.

Thefe confideratioHs prove how necefTary it is that a warrior

fliould be mailer of his paffions. and how difficult it is to unite, in

aiingle perfon, all the talents of a great general.

I fliall pafs over the battle of Holofzin, as well a^ other com^-

bats of that camjpign, becaufe they were as ineffectual, relative to.

war, as they were fatal to thofe who fell the forrowful victims.

Charles, in general, was prodigal of the blood of men. Ther?

are, now doubt, occafions on which it is necefTary to fight; as,

when more may be gained thotn loft, when an enemy difcovers ne-

gligence in his camp, or on his march, or when a decifive blow

may oblige him to make peace ; but many generals only fight becaufe

they do n-ot know how,- otherwife, to rid themfelves of their em-r

barraffmcnt; therefore, fach condud is not attributed to them as a

merit, but rather to the want of genius.

At length we approach the decifive battle of Pultawa. The er-

rors of great men are exemplary le/Tons to thofe pofTciTed of lefs

abilities, and theie are few generals in the world to whom the fate

of Charles may not teach prudence, circuip.fpedion, and wifdom,

Marfhall Keith, who afterwards commanded in the Ukrain, as a

Ruffian general, and who has feen, and examined Pultawa, has

fifluredme, that the fortifications of that place were only of earth*

furroundcd by a bad ditch. Ke was perfaaded that the Swedes,



N'lLlTARY REPOSITORY. 149

pn thsir arrival, might, without further preparations, have carried

it fwor-d in hand, had not the king purpofely prolonged the fiege,

in order to attrad, that he might vanqiiiih, the Czar.

It is certain that the Sv/edes did no there difcover the^ fame ar.

dour and impetuofity tor which they were famous, it muft alfo be

allowed, they did Jiot make an attack till Menzikoff had fir(l:

thrown fuccours into the town, and till he had encamped near it,

on the banks of the Worihla. But the Czar had a ccnfiderabis

magazine at Pultawa. Should not the Swedes, v ho were in want

pf every thing, have feized, with all poflible expedition, on this

magazine, that they might, at a blow, have taken it from the Rufii-

anst and have abundantly fappiied themfclves ? Charles Xll.^had

undoubtedly the mod powerful leafons to pulh the fiege with vigor,

and he ought to have em.ployed every m.eans to have rendered him--

felf mafter of this trifling place, before the anival of fuccour.

Without including the rambling Colllicks of -Slazeppa, who, on

the day of battle, did more harm than good, the king had no more

than 18,000 S'>vedes. Hov/ v/as it poiTible he fliould think oi"

undertaking a (lege, and giving battle at the fame time, with fp

fm.all an arm.y ?

On the approach of the enemy, it was requillte either to raife

the fiege, or to have left a confiderable corps in the trenches -, the

one was difgraceful, and the other much dim.iniihed the number of

his combatants. This enterprize, which was totally contrary to

the Intereft of the Swedes, was highly advantageous to the Czar,

and feems unv/orthyof our hero ; it fcarce could have been ex-

pected even from a general, who had ever rnade v.ar with refiectton.

Without feeking to difcovcr ftratagems where there were none ;

without attributing to the king views, which he never entertained,

we ought rather to recoika:, that he was very often uninformed of

the march of his enemy. It is to be prefamed that he had no m-

telligence of the march cf Menzikoff, nor of the approach of the

Czar ; and that, confequently, he did not think it neceiTary to

haften the fiege, becaufe he immagined Pultawa could not but fur-

render. Let us further remember, that Charles always made war

in the open field, that he did not underftand making lieges, and

that he never had opportunities of acquiring knowledge by experi-

ence ; when we confider too, that the Swedes lay three months

before Thorn, the works of which were no better than thofe of

Pultawa, we may, without injuflice, pronounce v/hat their abilities

were for carrying on a fiege.

When Mons, Tournay, and the works of Cohcrn and Vauban,

fcarce impeded the progrcfs of the French for three v^ eeks ;
and
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wlsen, on the contrary, Thorn and Pultawa occupied the Swedes
for feveral months, may we not well conclude the latter did not

underftand the art of taking towns ? No place could refift them, if :

it were poflible to carry it by afTault, fword in hand ; but they were
flopped by the moft infignificant fortrefs, before which it was ne-

eeffary to open trenches.

Should thefe proofs be infufficient, I will aflc, would not Charles,

hot and impetuous as he was, have befieged and taken Dantzick,

that he might have made the city feel the whole weight of his

wrath, on account of an offence which he had received; or would
he have been fatisfied with a fum of money, if he had not fuppofed

the fiege to be an enterprize above his ftrength ?

But let us return to the principal objea of this effay. Pultawa
was befieged, and the Czar approached with his army. Charles
ftill had it in his power to chufe his poft, and there to wait for his

arrival. This pod he might have taken on the banks of the,

Worflcla, either to difpute the paffage of the river, or, the foe having

paffed it, immediately to have attacked the Czar. The fituation

of the Swedes demanded quick determination. Either they muft
fall on the Ruffians, the moment they arrived, or entirely abandon
the projea of attack. To fuffer the Czar to chufe his poft, and to

give him time neceffary to put himfelf in a ftate of defence, was an
irreparable fault ; he already had the advantage of numbers, which
was not a little

; and he was allowed to acquire the advantage of
ground, and of military art, which was too much.
A few days before the arrival of the Czar, the king was wound-

ed in vifiting his trenches ; the greateft blame, confequently, fell

on his generals. It neverthelefs appears, that as foon as he was re«

folved to give battle, he ought to have abandoned his trenches, that

he might have been able to attack the enemy with more vigor.

Were he victorious, Pultawa would furrender itfelf ; were he van-
quifhed, he would equally be obliged to raife the fiege.

So many miftakes united, announced the iffue of the unfortu-
nate battle, the approach of which was daily perceived.

It feemed as if fate had previoufiy difpofed every thing to the
j

difadvantage of the Swedes, and thus prepared their ruin. Th(
wound of the king, which prevented him from perfonally heading
his troops as ufual, and the negligence of the generals, who, bj,

their erroneous difpofitions, fufficiently ftiewed that they were un-
acquainted with the pofition of the enemy, or at leaft that theii

knowledge was imperfeft, greatly contributed to that remarkable ca-

taftrophe. The attack, alfo, was begun by the cavalry ; wherej
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it was the bufinefs of the infantry, and of a well direfted artil-

lery.

The poft of the Ruffians was very advantageous by its fitnation,

and was made ftronger with redoubts. A part of their front only

could be attacked, and the fmall plain, on v/hich it was poffible to

form for the aflault, was flanked by the crofs fire of three rows of

redoubts. One wing of the Ruffian army was covered by an ab-

batis, behind which there was an intrenchment and the other was

defended by an imprafticable marfh.

Marflial Keith, who perfonally examined this fo famous ground,

maintained that, even with an army of an hundred thoufand men,

Charles could not have vanquiihed the Czar thus pofl:ed,becaufe the

various difficulties that were fucceffively to be overcome, muft have

coft an infinite number of men, and it is known, that the braveft

troops at length lofe courage, after a long and murderous attack-

when they are oppofed by new and unceafing impediments.

I know not what were the reafons, which induced the Swedes,

in a fituation fo. critical as they then were, to hazard an attempt fo

dangerous. If their neceffity was abfolute, the error of obliging

themfelves to rilk a battle in their own defpite, and under the moft

difadvantageous circumftances vv^as great.

All that might well have been predicted happened : a confidera-

ble army diminifhed by labour, want, and even vidory, was led

to the flaughter. General Creutz, who by a circuitous rout was

to have taken the Ruffians in flank, lofl: himfelf in the v/oods, and

never appeared on the field.

Thus twelve thoufand Swedes attacked a poft, defended by eigh-

ty thoufand Mufcovites, who no longer were that multitude of bar-

barians whom Charles had difpcrfed at Narva ; they were meta-

morphofed into well armed and well ported foldiers, commanded by

able foreign generals; well intrenched, and defended by the fire of

a formidable train of artillery.

The Swedes led their cavalry againft the batteries, and, as might

have been expefted, were obliged to retreat in valour's defpite.

—

The infantry-advanced; and though it was recelyed by a moft

dreadful fire from the redoubts, they feized on the two firft of them.

But the Ruffians attacked the Swediffi battalllons at once, In front,

flank, and rear; repulfed them feveral times, and obliged them to

relinquifh the field of bittle. Diforder then fpread through the

army ; the king being wounded, was unable to rally his troops, and

there was no perfon who could colled the fugitives foon enough*

becaufe the beft generals had been made prifoners at the beginning
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of the bcittie ; and, as the Swedes h?.d no place which covered tK6

rear of their army, it was their fault that thefe troops, vho fled 2^3

far as the banks of the Boryfthenes, were obliged to furrender at

difcretion to the conqiicrcr.

An author of confiderable wit, but who probably fiudied tat

military art iri Homer or Virgil, imagines the king of Sweden

ought to have put himfelf at the head of the fugitives v/hom ge-

iicral Lowenhaupt had collefted on the banks of the Boryfchenes

and pretends that the fever which his v/ound received, and whicl:f,

as lie truly obferves, was little calculated to infi)ire courage, was

the reafon that he neglected the only means Vvhich, according to

him, remained for repairing his lofs.

Such a determination might have been proper in ages when men

fought with the fword and the club; but after a battle, the infantry

is always in want of powder. The ammunition of the Swedes

formed a part of the baggage, which the enemy had already taken

therefore, if Charles had been unwife enough to have headed thefc

troops, deftitute as they were of powder and bread, two thin<

which oblige even fortrelTes to furrender, the Czar would foon have

had the pleafilre of giving audience to his brother Charles, for

whom he waited with great im.patience ;^ confequently, in a fitucf-

tion fo defperate, the king, had he been ifi perfe(fl heahh, could do

nothing better than" to^take refuge among the Turks.

Monarchs, no -doubt, ought not to fear danger ; but their digni"

ty equally induces them c'arefully to avoid being made prifoners;

and iefs from perfonal confideration than from the dreadful confe-

quences which refult to their (late. French authors fliould recol.

hG: the confiderable injury which their nation fuffered by the ca]3-

tivity of Francis I. The wounds which France then recei^^d frijl

hlt^d, and the venality of flate dignities, which was inevitable, in

order to raife the fum for the royal ranfom. is a double monument

of that difgraceful epocha.

In flight, itfelf, our hero Is worthy of admiration. Any other

man would hay's fank under a blow fo fevere ; but he formed jne^

plans, found refources even in misfortune, and, when a fugitive in

Turkey, meditated to arm the Porte againil Ruma.

It h with pain I behold Charles degrading himfelf to the rank

of a courtier of the Sultan, begging a thoufand puifes ; and perceive

with what headlong, what inconceivable obfHnacy he perfevered rn

wlfhing to remain in the ftates of a monarch, who v/ould not fufFcr

him there to remain. I could wifli the ftrange battle of Bender

might be blotted from his hiflory. I regret the precious time he
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loft in a barbarous country, feeding on delufive hope, deaf to the

plaintive voice of Sweden, and infenfible of his duty, by which he

vv'as fo loudly fummoned to the.defenqe of his kingdom, which he,

in fbme manner, feeraed, while abfentj voluntarily to renounce.

:

The plans whisli are attributed to him after his return into Po-

fncrania, and Vv^hich certain perfons have made originate with count

Van Goertz, have always appeared to me fo indeterminate, fo

monitrous, and fo little confnlent w;ith the fituation and exhaufted

i^ate of his kingdom, that my readers,will permit me, in behalf of

the fame of Charles, to leave them in fdence. 1 hat war fo.fmitful

in fortunate and unfortunate events, was begun by the. enemies of

Sweden; and Charles, obliged to refill their plan df aggrandizemeist,

was only in aftate of defence. His enemies attacked him becaufe

they mifanderdocd and defplfed his youth. While he v>^as fucceff-

.ful and appeared to be a dangerous enemy,
_
he was. envied by Eu-

rope; but when fortune turned her back, the allied pov/ers fliook

the throne of Charles,, and parcelled out his kingdom.

-.. Had this hero poffeffed moderation equal to his courage, had he

let limits 10 his triumphs, had he reconciled hirafeif to the Czar,

^hen an opportunity of honorable peace, prefented itfelf, he v/<i>uld

have ftifled the evil defigns of his enemies ; but. as foon as tliey

had recovered from their panic, they only thought of the means of

enriching themfe]ves by the ruin of his monarchy. Unfortunately

the paiTions of Charles were fubjecl to, no contraul, he v/iflied to.

carry, every thing by force and haughtlnefs, and defpotically to lord

eves over defpots.. To make v/ar, and to dethrone kings was to

him but.one and the fame a6l.
:

. In ail the books which' treat of Charles XH. . -I find high

founding praifes beftowed on his frugality and continence; but

"twenty French- cooks in his kitchen, a thoufand courtefans In his

train, and ten companies of players In his arm.jr, v/ould not have

occafioned his kingdom the hundredth part of the evils brought .pa

it by his ardent thiril of glory, and defire of vengeance. Offences

made.fo deep and fo durable an Irripreffion on the foul of Charles,

that the moft recent effaced all traces of thofe which had preceded.

It maybe fald, we fee the different paffions which agitated tlie irre-

conclkable mind of this prince with fo much violence, difclofe

-themfelves by degrees, when we obferve and attend him at the head

of his armies.

He began by making war on the king of Denmark; he after-

wards perfecuted the king of Poland wldiout meafure or limits;

prefcntly, the whole weight of His anger fell on the Czar ; and at
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length his vengence feledcd the king of England fcS its only oh-

je&'f To that he forgot himferf, fo far, as to lofe fight of the natural

enemy of his kingdom, th^athe might conrfe a fliadow, and feek an

enemy who ^vas become his foe by accident, or rather by chance.

If we collefl the various fruitf, which chardlerizd this extraordi-

nary man, we fnall find him lefs intelligent than courageous ; lefs

f?ge than aclive, lefs attentive to real advantage, than the (lave of

his pafTions ; as enterprlfing, but not fo artful, as Hannibal ; rather

refembling Pyri'hus than Alexander; and as fplendid as Conds at

Racroi, Friburg, and Nordh'ngen. But he could not at any time

be c mpared to Turenne, if we obfervethe latter at the battles of

the Downs, nearDunkirc, andatColmar; and efpec'ally during

his two lair campaigns.

Though the adions of our hero faine wilh great brllllanc}'-, they

muft not be imitated, except with particular caution. The rriore

refplerident they are, the more eafily may they feduce the youth fuf,

headlong,- and angry warrior ; to whom we cannot often enough

repeat that valour, v/ithout wifdom is infufHclent ; and th it the ad-
;

verfary, with a cool head, who can conioine and calculate, will'
'

finally be vi^Lorious over the rafli.

To form a perfe<a: general, the courag;'e, fortitude and a(5livlty of

Charles XII. the penetrating glance and policy of Marlborough, the

va^ plans and art of Eugene, the ftratagems of Luxemburg, the

wifdom, order, and forefight of Montecuculii, and the grand art

which Furenne pofiefied, of feizing the critical moment, fhould be

united. Such a phcenix will with difficulty be engendered. Some.

pretend that Alexander was the model on v/hich Charles XIL
formed himfelf. If that be true, it is equally fo, that the {"uccefibr

of Charles is Prince Edward ; and if unfortunately the latter Ihould

ferve as an example to any one, the copy, at beft, can only be a

Don Qaixote.

But what rigii? have I to judge the mofl: celebrated and the great-

eft generals ? Have I myfelf obferved the precepts I have juft pre-

fcribed r I can only reply, that the faults of others, on the flightel^

effort of the memory, Hart to viewi and that we glide lightly over

our own.
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B

American War.

f Continued from page 'J^.J

EFORE the end of ;that memorable year, lord Dannicre,

-the governor of Virgick, gave proofs that he was but il]y fitted to

be at the helm in this tcmpeiluoiis feiifon. 'i his province, though

there was not a fmgle Britiih foldier v/ithin its limits, was, by his

indifcretionj inv-olved, for Several months, in difficulties but little

fliort of thofe to v/hich the inhabitants of MafTdchufetts v/ere fub-

j^dled. In common with the other provinces, they had taken ef-

fectual meafares to prepare their militia for the purpofes of defence.

Lord Dunmore, about this time, engaged a party belonging to a

r.oyal veiTel in James' River, to convey fome public pov/der from

a magazine in Williamfburg on board their fliip This alarmed

the inhabitants—They affembled with arms, and demanded its

reftitution. Extremities were prevented ; and, for this time, the

affair ended in a negociation.

Lord Dunmore, however, thought praper to fend his hdy and

fimily on board the Fav/ey man of v> ar, in Jame's river, and to

fortify his palace. The aflembly, who then was convened, ap-

appointed a committee to examine the (late of the magazine.

They found moft of the remaining powder buried ; the muikets

deprived of their locks, and fpring guns planted in the magazine.

Thefe difcoveries irritated the people, and the governor privately

retired on board the Fawey man of war. The royal government

in Virginia from that day ceafed. i\.n armed force was now raif-

ed, and other meafares taken for putting the colony in a flate of

defence. Lord Dunmore, whofe paflions piedominated over his

iinderftanding, was precipitated int6 farther follies. With the aid

of fome toiies, run-away negroes, and fome frigates that v/ere on

the ftation^ he eftabliihed a marine force. By degreesj he equip-

ped and armed a number of veifels of different kinds and fizes,

in one of which he ccnftantly lefided, except when he went on

fhore in a hoftile manner. On the 25th of Otlober, he made an

attempt to burn Hampton ; but the crews cf his vefTels were {6

annoyed by riflemen from the fiiore, that they were obliged to quit

their ftation. Soon after, lord Dunmore, after having proclaim.ed

liberty to the flaves, was joined by feveral hundreds, both whites

and biack, at Norfolk, and having once more got footing on the

main, he amufed himfelf v/ith hopes of acquiring the glory of re^

ducing one part of the province by means of the other. The pro-
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vincials had now an obje«5t againft which they might diiea dicir

frms. An expedition v/as therefore concerted againft the force
which had taken the poft at Norfolk. Lord Cunmore conftrua:-
ed a fort at the bridge, on the Norfolk fide, and furnlfhed it with
artillery. The provincials, alfo, fortified therafelves near to the
fame place, y/ith a narrow caufeway in their front. On the 9th oc
December, the rdyaHRs commenced an attack. Captain Fordyce, at
the head of about 60 men pafTed the caufeway, and boldly marched
up to the provincial entrenchments v. ith fixed bayonets. They
vere cxpofed to the fife of the provincials in front, and enfiladed
by another part of their works. The Captain and leveral of his
men fell, the Lieutenant %yith others were taken, and all who fur-
vived were wounded.

•

•
.•,•

The royal forces, on the enfuing night, evacuated their poft
at the bridge, and Lord Dunmore fhortly after abandoned Nor-
folk, and retired v/ith his people .on board his Hiips. Many ofthe
Tories, fought the fame afylum. The Provincials took pofTelTion

of Norfolk and the fieet v/ith its ne\v incumbrances, moved to a
greater diftance. The people on board, gut off from ail peaceable
intercourfe with the fhore, were diareffed for provifions and ne-
ceflaries of every kind. At length on the arrival of the Liver-
pool man of war from England a flag was fent on fhore to put the
<iueftion, whether they would fapply his Majefty's fhips with pro™
vifions ? An anfwer was returned in the negative. It was then de-
termined to defhoy the tov/n. This was carried into "eife<5l, and
Norfolk was reduced, to afnes. The whole lofs was eftimated at

300,000 Pounds (terling. The provincinal?, to deprive the fhips of
every refoarfe of fiipply, deftrcycd the hov.fes and plantations that
were near the water, aiid obliged the people to move their cattle,

provifions, and effecls, firther into the country. 'Lord Dunmore
with his ileet, continued for feveral months on the coafl and in the
river of Virginia. His unhappy followers fuffered a complication
of diflreffcs, which induced him foraetimes afcer to burn the leaft

valuable of his vdfels, and to fend the remainder amoucting to

30 or 40 fail, to Florida, Bermuda and the well Indies.
•'

'

"^

While thcfe tranfa^ions xa ere carrying on, another fcheme, in
which Lord Dunmore was a party, in like manner mifcarried»
This fcheme was formed by one Conolly a Penfylvanian. the firil

ftepof his plan was, to enter into a league with the Ohio Indians.
He fet out, and a^lually fucccded in his defign. On his return he'
was d^fpatched to general Gage, from whom he received a Colo,
nei's commifHon. The plan v/as, that he ihculd return tc the Ohio,
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were by the affiftance of the Britifii and Indians in thefe parts, he

was to penetrate through the back fettleraents into Virginia, and

join Lord Duyimore at Alexandria. But by an accident he was

difcovered and taken prifoner.

In Sos.th^Carolina, regiments were raifed—forts were built—the

MiHtia trained, and every necefTary preparation made for that

purpofe. Lord W. Campbell, the . royal governor, havin^

endeavoured t» form a party for tlie fuppprt of ^Britiih govern-

ment, was obliged to take up his refidence on board of an armed

veflel in the harbour. Governor IMartin of North Carolina, v/ho

was alfo very zealous for the royal intereft likev/ife confiilted his

fafcty, retiring on board a floop of war in Cape Fear river.. Ha
attempted to raife the back fettlers, confilling chiefly of Scots

Highlanders, againft the Colony. He fent commiffions amoncc

them for railing and commanding regiments ; and he granted one

to Mr. McDonald to aft as their geneial. Upon the f rll intelli-

gence of their aflembling, Brigadier-General Moore, with fome
provincial troops and militia, and fome pieces of cannon, marched

to oppofe them. He took poilefijon of Rock Fifh,bridge, and
threw up fome works. He had not been .there many days Vvhen

IvI*Donald approached and endeavoured to join governor Martin,

but colonel's Tiliington and Cafwell, with about i poo mijitia men,
took pofieffion of Moore's creek bridge, which lay in their wav.
End raifed a fraall breafi: work to fecure themfelves.

On the next morning, the Highlanders attacked the mihtia, poll-

ed at the bridge; but M'Leod, the fecondin command, and feme

more of their officers being killed at the firfl onfet, they fied with

precipitation. General M'Donald was taken prifoncr, and the

whole of his party broken and difperfed.

At the end of the year 1775, ^^^^^^ was u general termination

of royal government, and Britain beheld the whole of America
united' againft her in the mod determined oppo-iition..,

Second Campaign^ i *" 7 6'

AT .the beginning of this year, the vail: pofldlions of Great

Britain in the weftern world, that now form the fifteen United;

States, were reduced to the {ingle town of Bcfton, in v.hich her

troops v/e^e fuffering the inconvenience of a blockade- From the

19th of April, they were cut off from thofe reiVeflimeuts which
their fituation required. Their fjppiies from Fnoiand did not
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reach the coaft for a long time after they were expected, and were

partly taken by the American cruifers.

In the month of February, the American army before Bofton

was, by reinforcements, augmented to 17,000 men. General

Wafliington ilated to his officers that he had not powdei fufficient

for a bombardment
J and aflied their advice whether, as reinforce-

ments might be daily expeded to the enemy, it would not be pru-

dent, before that e^ent took place, to m.ake an aflault on the Britifli

lines. The proportion was negatived; but it was recommended

to take pofTeflion of Dorchefter Heights. To divert the atten-

tion of the garrifon, a bombardment of the town, from other di-

redions, commenced, and was continued for three days. T-he

night of the 4th of March was fixed upon for taking pofTeffion of

Dorchefter Heights. A covering party of about 800 men led the

way ; thefe were followed by the carts with the intrenching tools,

and 1 200 of a working party. Commanded by general Thomas.

In the rear there were more than 200 carts, loaded with fafcines

and hay in bundles. While the cannon were playing in other parts*

the greateft filence was kept by this working party. The provin-

cials lompleted lines of defence by the morning, which aflonifhed

the garrifon. The admiral informed general Howe, that if the

Americans kept pofTellion of thefe Heights, he would not be able

to keep one of the king's fhips in the harbour. An engagement

was hourly expedled—It was intended by general Waftiington, in

that cafe, to force his way into Bofton with 4000 men, who were

to have embarked at the mouth of Cambridge river. T hey were

reminded that it was the 5th of March, and were called upon to

avenge the death of their countrymen killed on that day. But gene-,

ral Howe did not intend to attack till the next day. In order to

be ready for it, the tranfports went down in the evening towards the

caftle. In the night a mod: violent ftorm, and tov/ards morning a

heavy flood of rain, came on, A carnage was thus providentially

prevented, that would probably have equalled the fatal one on the

1 7 th of June at Breed*s-Hill. In this fituation, it was agreed by

the Britilh, in a council cf war, to evacuate the town as foon as.

poifible.

General Howe ifTued a proclamation, ordering all woollen and

linen gcodr, to be delivered to Mr. Crean Brufli. Shops > ere op-

ened and flripped of their goods. A licentious plundering took

p^ace ; much was carried off, and more was wantonly deftroyedv

Thefe irregularities were forbidden in orders, and the guilty threat-

ened with death, but neverthclefs, every mifchief which difap-

pointed malice could fugge ft was committed.
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The Britifh, amounting to more than 7000 men evacuated Bofo

ton, leaving their baracks (tanding, a number of cannon fpiked and

ftores to a high amount. On their departure, a great number of

the inhabitants, afraid of public refentment, follov edthem. From"

Bofton, they failed to Halifax ; but all their vigilance could not

prevent a number of valuable (hips from falling into the hands of

the American privateers. Some of the velTels which they captur-

ed, were laden v/ith arms and warlike ftores. Some tranfports,

with troops on board, were alfo taken. T'hefe had ran into the

harbour, not knowing that the place was evacuated. The embark-

ation of the Britifli troops was fcarcely completed, when general

Wafiiington, with his army, matched into Boftan, where he was

received with marks of approbation more flattering than thofe of

a triumph.

The progrefs of general Montgomery in Canada, induced con-

grefs to reinforce the army under his command." There was a fair

profjietfl of expelling the Britifli from thence, and of annexing that

province to th^ United Colonies. While this was in- agitation^, tlie

army iii which they confided v/as defeated, and the general whom
they adored v/as killed. This, hov/ever, did not extinguiih the

ardour of th€ Americans. Congrefs refolved that nine battalhons

ihould be kept up, and maintained In Canada. The colonies of

Maflachufetts, Connedlicut, and New-Hampdiire v ere requeued

to raife three regiments, and forward them to Canada. It was

alfo refolved to raife a corps of artillery for this fervice, and to take

into the pay of the colonies one thoufand Canadians, in addition

to colonel Liringilon's regiment; Mofes Hazen of Mafia clrafetcs,

who hadrefided many years in Canada, was appointed to the com-

mand of this nev/ corps.

Though congrefs and the fiates made great exertions to fupport

the war in Canada, yet from, the fall of Montgomery, their inter-

eft in that colony daily declined. Their unfuccefsful afiault on

Quebec made an imprenion, both on the Canadians and the Indians,

unfavourable to their views.

The fmail force which arrived at Quebec early In May, was
followed by feveral Britifii regiments, together with the Brunfwick
troops, in fuch a rapid fuccefiion, that in a few v\'eeks the whole
was eftimated at 13.006 men.

The Americans, In their retreat from Quebec, marched to the

Sorel, at which place they threw up fome fiight v/orks for their

lafety. They were there joined by fome battalhons coming to re-

inforce them.. About this time general Thomas died, and the
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comnllnd devolved at firft on general Arnold, and afterwards on

getieral Sullivan. An attack was now projecfted'on tTie Brltith

poft at the Three Rivers. \Vith this view, a detachjnent of

600 men was put under the command of colonel St. Clair. At
their head he advanced to the village of Nicolette. When every-

thing WJs ready for the enterprife, intelligence was received that

fixtraTifports, efcorted by two frigates from Quebec, Had arrived,

and brought a large addition to the late force at the Three Rivers.

This caufed fome Hew movenients, and a delay till more troops

could be brought forvvardV (general Thompfon then came on with

a reinforcement, and took command ' of the whole. It was deter-

mined to maketlte propofed attack in four difiVfeht places at the

fame time. One divifioft, commanded by colonel Wayne, was to

gain the eailern extremity of the town ; one under colonel Max-

well was to enter from the northward, a;nd the other two divifions,

commanded by colonels Sinclair and Irvine, were to enter from

the weftward. The whole having embarked at midnight, l:'nded at

tTie Point du Lac, aboirt three hours before day. . At fomediftance

fi'oni this Point there a.re t\vo v/ays of approaching Three Rivers,

Intelligence \vasbrought to general Thompfon, foon after his landing,

that a party of three or four hundred men were polled at three

miles diftance. The troops were inftantly put in m.otion to diflpdge

them'. The mteliigence pi'oved tO be falfe, but it had carried the'

detachment fome diftance beyond the point where the roads fepa-

?ated. To have returned would have confumed time that could

riot be fpTired, as the day, Wiis approaching.
.
It was, therefore,

rcfolved to proceed in a diagonal dircdion towarcfs the road tney

had left. 1 hey arrived at a morafs which feemed irnpalTableo

Here the day broke, when they were fix miles from their objed.

General Thompfon, reverfing his march, again reached, the road

by the river. lie liad not advanced far when he was fired iipbp by

tv\ o armed velTels. All expeftatlori of fuCceeding by furprife was

nov/ at an end; it was, therefore, inftantly determined to make an

open attack. They advanced with the greateft alacrity—the van

ftruck into a road on the left, v/hich alfo led to the town, and was

(Covered from the fire of the lliips. This laft road was circuitous,

and led through a vail tfaft of woodland at that feafoo almoft ivk-

pafiuble. They neverthelefs entered the wood, and the reft of the

detachment followed. After incredible labouf, they gained the

open counti-y north of the village. There they difcovered a par-

ty of the Englilh between them a:rid the town. Colonel Wayne

iramedia'tely attacked them. The onfet was vigorous, bVt tTie
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ccmteft was unequa]. The Amsrieans v/ere Toon forced to retreat*

The BritUli being then difcovered on the river road, advancing in

a direction to gain the rear of the Americans, a retreat of the main

body Was ordered. This was made by treading back their (leps

through the fame dilmal fwamp by which they had advanced.

The Britifli marched direftiy for the Point du Lac with the ex-

pe'ftation (if fecuring the American batt^aiix. Gn their approach,

major Wood retired with them to the Sorel. At the Foint du

Lac the Britifh took a very advantageous pofitionj and a party of

them purfued the Americans, who, at their arrival near the place

of their embarkation, found a large pariy of their enemies polled

in their front at the fame time t!iat ..nother wa: only three quarters

of a mik in their rear.' ' Thhri w^s an immediate neceffity either

to lay down their arms, or attempt, by a fudden mardh to turn the

party in front, and get into the country beyond it. Tlie laft was

thought pradlicable, and the greateil: part of the detachment arriv-

ed fafe at the army of the Sorel. -;"*'- /

The Britifti forces having arrivecl','^"aM^ a Confiderable body of

them having rendezvoufed at the Three Rivers, a ferious purfuit

of the American army commenced:—The dil^.refTes of the re-

treating army were great. General Sullivan, who conducted the

retreat, neverthelefs aded with fo much judgment and propriety,

that the baggage and public frores v/ere faved, and the numerous fick

brought off. The Amiericari army reached Crown Point on the

ift of July, and at that place made their firft (land.

General Gates v/as about this time appointed to commiand in

Canada, but on coming- to the knowledge of the late events in that

province, he concluded to ftop fliort within the limits of New-

York. The fcene was henceforth revcrfed, Inftead of meditat-

iT\o the re-commencement of offenfive operations, that army which

had lately excited fo much terror in Can ..da, was called apon to

be prepared for repelling an invafion- threatened from that province.

It was therefore refolved to ere6t works of defence, eaii: of Ti-

conderoga, and efijecially by every means to endeavour to main-

tain a naval fuperiority on Lake Champlain. In conformity to

that refolution, general Gates, with about ; 2,000 men, which

were collefled in the courfe of the flim.mer, was fixed in command

cf Ticonderoga, and a fleet was con{lru(5led at Skenefborough.

This was carried on with fuch rapidity, that in a fnort time there

were afloat in Lake Champlain, one iloop, three fchooners, and

fix gondolas, carrying in the whole 58 guns, 86 fvvivels, and 440

men. Six other veiTels were alfo nearly ready for- launching at

X
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the fame time. The fleet was put under the command of general.

Arnold, and he was inllruded by general Gates to proceed beyond

Crown-Point, do'vn Lake Champlain, to the fplit rock ; but moft

peremptorily retrained from advancing any farther, as fecurity

againil an apprehended invafion was the ultimate end of the ar-

mament.

The expulfion of the American invaders from Canada was but

a part of the Britifh defigns in that quarter. They urged the

purfuit no farther than St. John's, but indulged the hope of being

foon in a condition for pafTing the lakes, and particularly through

the country to Albany, fo as to form a communication with New-

York. Before they could advance with any profpe<5l of fuccefs, a

fleet, fuperior to that of the Americans on the lakes, v/as to be

conftrufted. It was fo late as the month of Os5lobcr before their

fleet was prepared to face the American naval force on Lake

Champlain. The former confiiled of the fhip Inflexible, mounting

1 8 twelve pounders, one fchooner, mounting 14, and another of

1 2 fix pounders ; a fiat bottomed radeau, carrying fix 24, and fix

12 poun,ders, and a gondola with feveji 9 pounders. There were

alfo twenty fmaller velTcls with brafs field pieces, and fome long

boats ; befides a vafl number of vefTels detained for the tranfporta-

tion of the army, its flores, artillery, &c. The whole was put

under the command of Capt. Fringle. The naval force of the

Americans was far fhort of what was brought againfl: th-em.'

The Britifh proceeded up the lake and engaged the Americans^

The wind was fo unfavorable to the Britifh, thatt'.ieir flilp Inflexi-

ble, and fome other vefl'els of force, could not be brought to adion.

This lefTened the inequality between the contending fleets fo

much, that the principal damage fuftained by the Americans was

the lofs of a fchooner and gondola. At the approach of night the

adion v/as difcontinued. The vanquifhed, during the night, made

their efcape, but the wind becoming more flivorable, the Britifh,

next morning, overtook the Americans, when a fmait engagement

enfucd, which v/as well fanported on both fides for about two

hours. Some of the American veffels efcapcd to Ticonderoga.

One of the galHes x»i as taken, and general Arnold, determined^

that his people fliould not become prifoners, ran the Congrefs gal-

ley, a fine gondola, on fhore in fuch a pofitlon as enabled him to

land his men and blow up the vefl^el.

The American naval force being nearly deflrcyed, the Britlfli

had undifputcd poiTefTion of Lake Champlain, which terminated

the northern camp'ign of 1776-
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The British had cleared Canada of its hivaders, yet from im-

pediments thrown in their way, they failed in their ulterior defigns.

General Gates, by well contrived delays, retarded the Britilh for

fo great a part of the fummer, that by the time they had reached

Ticonderoga, their retreat on account of the approaching winter

became immediately necelTary. On the pait of the Americans,

feme men and a few armed vcffe^s were loft, but time was gained,

their army faved, and the frontier of the adjacent ftates fecured

from a proje(5led invalion. On the part of the Britifh, the objeft

of the campaign, in which 13,000 men were employed, and near

a million of money expended, was rendered, in a great meafure,

abortive.

In the feflion of Parliament, between the 26th of Odober,

1775, and the 23d of May, 1776, the ultimate plan for reducing

the Colonies was completely fixed. They were declared out of

the royai proted:ion, and the king entered into treaties with the

Landgrave of HefTe Caflel, and the Duke of Brunfwick, for about

i6;OCO men, who were to be fent to America to alTift in fubduing

the Colonies. The parliament alfo paiTed an ad:, forbidding all

intercourfe with America, and declaring all American property on

the high feas, forfeited to the captors.

It was refolved to open the campaign \^ ith fiich a powerful force

as wouJd look down all oppofition, and efFeduate fubmiffion with-

out bloodfhedj and to dired its operation to the accomplifliment of

three objeds. The firft was the relief of Quebec, and the reco-

very of Canada. The fecond, was a ftrong imprefiion on fome

of the fouthern Colonies. The third and principal was, to take

polTellion of New-York, with a force fufficiently powerful to keep

pofieilion of Hudfon's river, and form a line of communication

with the royal army in Canada, or to overrun the adjacent country.

The nrft part of this plan was partly executed, and the execu-

tion of the fecond w^as committed to general Clinton and Sir Peter

Parker, the latter of whom had failed with his fquadron diredly

from Europe and formed a jundion with general Clinton at Cape

Fear. They concluded to attempt the redudion of Charleilon,

having 2,800 land forces, which they hoped, v/iththe co-operation

of their (hipping, would be fully fufhcient.

For fome months paft, every exertion had been made to pu

the Colony of South Carolina, and efpecially its capital, Charles

-

town, in arefpedable pofture of defence. V»^orks had been ered-

ed on Sulivan's Ifland, which isfituated fo near the channel lead-

ing up to the town, as to be a convenient port: for annoying v^efleJr^

approaching it.
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The 28th of July Sir Peter Parker aitacked the fort on thai

Ifland, with two 50 gun fnips, four fiigates, each of 28 guns, %

floops of 20 guns and 2 of 8 guns each. On the fort were mounted

26 cannon, 34, i B, and 9^^ pounders. The attack commenced

between ten and eleven in the forenoon, and was Gontinued for

upw.^rds often hoUrs. The gairifon confuting of 375 men, un-

der the command of Colonel P'^oultrle, made a raoil; gallant de-.

fence. The fliips were almoft torn to pieces, and the killed and

wounded on board expeeded 2D0 men. The lofs of the gairifon

was only 10 men killed, and 22 wounded. General Clinton had

landed ^-^ ith a nurvber of troops on L-ong Ifiand, but his crofiing

over the narrow pafTage v/hich divides the two lilands, and attack-

ing the fort in its unfinifked rear was jpfevented by Colonel Thora-

ibn, who witii 700 men was ftatianed at the Eaftend of Sulivan^s

Ifknd. The firing ceafed in the evening and before morning the.

(liips had retired abo^:t two miles fiorn the Ifland. A few days

after the troops re- embarkei, and the whole failed for New-York,

By ti^e i"cp,uifs of this annaraent, the fouthern dates obtained a

refpite from the calamities cf war far two years and a half; The

efievTt of this vick)ry, in animati-ng the Americans, were great.

It difpelled the gloom which overfliadowed the minds of many, of

tlie colonifts, on hearing pf . the powerful fleets and numerous ar-

mies which were coming againft them.

On the 9th of June, a motion for deelaririg the Colonies free and

independent, was made in Congreis. The debates on thatfubje6l

were continued for fome time, aad after a full difcufiion, the pro-

pofed meafure was, on the 4th of July, approved by neaily an

unanimous vote, which was exprefled in the following words :

" When in the courfe of human events, it becomes neceffary for

one people to dhfolve the political bands which have connefted

them with another, and to affume among the po'sveis of the earth,

the feparate and equal ftation to v,/hich the laws of nature and of na-

ture's God entitle them, a decent refpe^t to the opinions of man-^.

kind requires that they fiiould declare the caufes ^which impel them

to the feparation.

** We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident, tliat all men were cre-

ated equal, tliut they are endowed by their creator with certain

unalienable rights..that among thcfe are life, liberty, and the perfuit

of happinefs ; that to fecure thefe rights, governments' are inflituted

among men, deriving tlieirjull powers from the confent of the gOr

verncd ; that whenever any form of government becomes deflruftive

of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolifh it.
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and to inrtltute new government, laying its foundation on mcli pria-

ciples, and oraanlzing it- power in fuch form, as to them (ha II feem

moft 'likely to effeA their flifety and happincfs. Prudence, in-

deed, will dilate that governments long eftabliftied fhodd not bs

changed for light and tranfient caules ';
and accordingly all expe-

rience hath fiiown, that mankind are more difpo'fed to futTer while

evils are fufFerable, than to right themfelvesby aholifliing the forms

to xvhich they are accuftomed. But when a long train of abufes

and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the fame objeft, evinces a de-

iign to reduce them under abfoiute defpotifin, it is their right, it is

their duty, to throw off fuch government, and to provide new

guards for their future fecurlty. Such has been the patient luf-

fcrance of thofe Colonies and fuch Is now the neceffity which con-

tains them to alter their former fyftems of government. '
The

hiftory of the prefcnt king of Great Britain is a hiftory of repeat-

ed injuries and ufurpations, all having in direcl objea, the efcabiifli-

ment of an abfoiute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this,

let facts be fubmitted to a candid world.

" He has refufed his afient tolaws the'mo^ v/holefome and ne-

ceffary for the public good.

*« He has forbidden his governors to' pafs laws of immediate

and rr effing importance, unlefs fufpended in theh; operation till his

aifent fhcufd be obtained; and v/hen To fu%nded, he has utterly

neglefted to attend to them.

^,' He has refufed to pafs other lawsfor the accom.modation of

large didrias of people, unlefs thofe people would relino^uifh the

right of reprefentation in the legiflature; aright ineftimable to

them, and formidable to tyrants only.

" He has called together legiflative bodies at places
.
unufiial,

uncomfortable,, and difrant from, the depofitory of their pubHc

records, for the fole purpofe of fatigaing them into compliance with

his meafures.

" He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for oppo-

fing with manly firmnef:5 his invafions on the rights of the people.

" He has refufed, for a long time after fuch difTolutions, to

caufe others to be elefted ; whereby the legiilative powers, incapa-

ble of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their

exercife ; the ftate remaining, in the mean time, expofed to all the

danger of invafion from without, and convulfions within.

*< He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe Hates,

for that purpofe obftrufting the laws for naturalization of foreign-

ers; refufing to pafs others to encourage migration hither, and

raifing the conditions of new appropriations of lands.
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" He has obftrudled the adminiftration of juflice, by rcfuCwo
his aflent to laws for eftablifliing judiciary powers.
He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure

of their offices, and the amount and payment of their falaries.
«' He has ereded a multitude of new offices, and fent hither'

fwarms of officers to harrafs our people and eat out their fub-
ftance.

^

'* He has kept among us, in time of peace, ftanding armies,
without the confentof our legiilatures.

« He has afFeaed to render the military independent of, and
fuperior, to the civil power.

"^ He has combined with others to fubje<5l us to a jurifdidion
foreign to our conilitution, and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his affent to their ads of pretended legiHation

:

.** For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
.,«; For protecting them, by a mock trial, from puniihment for
any murders whicii they fhould commit on the inhabitants of thefe
States

:

« For cutting ofF our trade with all parts of the world:
*« For impofing taxes on us without our confent:
" For depriving us, in many cafes,, of the benefits of trial by

jury: '

" For tranfporting us beyond feas to be tried for pretended
orrences

:

" Forabolifhingthe free fyftem of Englifh laws in a neighbour,
mg province, eftabliffiing therein an arbitrary government, and
enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once an example and
ht inamment for introducing the fame abfolute rule into thefe
colonies :

« For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft valuable
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments :

^

"For fufpendmg our own legiflatures, and declaring themfelves
mvefted with power to legiflate for us in all cafes whatfoever.

*' He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his
protedion, and waging war againft us.

"He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our
towns, and deflroyed the lives of our people.

** He IS, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign raer-
cenanes to complete the works of death, defolation and tyranny,
already begun with circumftances of cruelty and perfidy fcarcely
paralleled in the mofl barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
neaa of a civilized nation.
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*' He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the

high feas, to bear arms againft their country, to become the execu-

tioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themfelves by their

hands.

" He has e5;cited domeftic infurredlions amongft us, and has

endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the mer-

cilefs Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare is an undiftin-

guiihed deftrudion of all ages, fexes, and conditions.

" In every ftage of thefe oppreffioi.s we have petitioned for

redrefs in the molt humble terms: our repeated petitions have been

anfvv^ered only by repeated injury. A prince whofe character is

thus marked by every ad which may define a tyrant, is unfit to bs

the ruler of a free people.

" Nor have we been wanting to our Britifh brethren. We
have warned them from time -to time of attempts iftade by their

legiflature to extend an unwarrantable jurifdijflidn over us- We
have reminded them of the circuraftances of our emigration and

fettleraent here. We have appealed to their native juftice and

magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by the ties of our

common kindred, to difavow thefe ufuipations, which would ine»

vitably interrupt our connections and correfpondence. They, too,

have been deaf to the voice of judice and confanguinity. We
muft, therefore, acquiefce in the neceffity which denounces our

reparation, and hold them as we hold the reft of mankind, enemies

in war, in peace friends.

" We, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the United States of

America, in General Congrefs afTembled, appealing to the Supreme

Judge of the world for the red:itude of our intentions, do, in the

name and by the authority of the good people of thefe colonies,

folemnly publifh and declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and

ofright ought to be, FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES;
that they are abfolvedfrom all allegiance to the Biitifti crown ; and
that all political conneiftion between them and the State of Great

Britain is, and ought to be, totally difiblved ; and that as Free and

Indepent States, they have f^ll power to levy war, conclude peace,

contract alliances, eftablilh commerce, and to do all other acts and

things which Independent States may of right do.. And, for the

fupport of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protedion

of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives,

our fortunes, and our facred honour."

From the promulgation of this declaration, everything afiiimed

a new form. The Americans no longer appeared in the charac-
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ter of fubje(51s in arms againft their fovereign, but as an independent

people, repelling the attacks of an invading foe. i he people were

encouraged by it to bear up under the calamities of war, and view-

ed the evils they fuffered only as the thorn that ever accompanies

the rcfe.

The American army received the declaration of independence

with unfeigned acclamations of joy. Though it was well known

that Great Britain had employed a force of 55,000 men to war

upon the new formed ftatesj and that the continental army was not

equal to one half that number, and only engaged a few months^

and that cohgrefs was v/ithout any affurarice of foreign aid, yet

botli the American officers and privates gave every evidence of

their hearty approbation of the decree which fevered the Colonies

from Great Britain, and fubmitted to the fword, whether they

fhouid be free ftates or conquered provinces. ** Now," faid they,

** v;e know the ground on which we ftand; ftow we ar£ a nation;

no more fhaii the opprobrious term of rsbel^ with any appearance of

juftice. be applied to us. Should the fortune of war throw us into

the bnrids cf cur enemies, we may expeft the tre;itment of prifon-

ers, and not the punifhment of rebels. 1 he prize for which we

contend is of fuch magnitude that we may freely rifque our lives

to obtain it."

The command cf the force which vas defigried to operate .

fisrainfl New-York, in this cam.puign, was given to Admiral Lord

Kcv/e and his brother Sir William. To this fervice was allotted

a powerful army, confifting of about 30,000 men. This force

was f^perior to ar.y thing that America had heretofore feen.

A fc.^' da3's after the declaration of independence, general

Hovv'C, arrived oif Sandy Hook, which he had previoufly com-

manded at Bolton, and was foon alter joined by admiral lord

Howe, with part of tlie reinforcement from England. 1 he Britifli

general; on his approach, found every part of NeW-York ifland,-

and the moft expofed parts of Long-Ifland fortified and well de-

fended v/ith artillery. It had early occurred to gei^eral Wafhing-

ton, ih:U the pofTelFion of New-York would be with the Britifti a

favourite objed'. General Lee, while the Britilh were yet in poP^

fclTion of Mafiachufctts, had been detached from Cambridge to pue'

Long-Ifland and New-York into a pofture of defence. Works'

were then creeled in and about New-York, on Long Ifland, and'

the heigi..'^ of Fiarlem. Thefe, befides batteries, were field re-

doubts, formed of earth, with a parapet and ditch. Yhe former
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'^-ere lometlmes fraifed, and the latter pallifadoed, bat they were in

iio inftance formed to luftain a liege. Shght'as they were the

Campaign was nearly wafted before they v/ere fo far reduced ^s to

permit the royal army to penetrate into the country.

The American army in and near New-York amounted to 1 7,200

men. Thefe were moilly new troops, and were divided into ma-

ny fmall unconnedled ports, fome of which -pc^ere fifteen miles re-

moved from others. General Wafhington had early in April fixed

his head quarters in New-York. The.Britith force was increaUng

by frequent fucceOiVe arrivals from Halifax, South Carolma, Flor-

ida, the Weft-Indies and Europe. But ib map.y unforefeen delays

had taken place that the month of Auguft was far advanced before

they were in a condition to open the campaign.

The royal com.miilioners, admiral and general Hov/e, thought

proper before they commenced their military operations to try

v/hat might be done in their civil capacity, towards effeding a re-

union between Great- Britain and the colonies. Lord Howe firft

fent afhore a circular letter to feveral of the royal governors in A-
merica informing them of the late adl of Parliament " for reftorinc^

peace to the colonies, and granting pardon' to fuch as fliOuld de-

ferve mercy," and de(iring them' to publifn a declaration

which accompanied the fame. Here, however, congrefs faved him
trouble, by ordering his letter and declaration to be publiftied

in all the nev/fpapers " that every one might fee the infidioufnefs

of the Britilh miniftry, and that they had nothing to truft to be-

lides the exertion of their own valour.

Lord Howe next fent a lettef to general WafrxingfCD ; but as it

t^as dire6led " to George Wafhington, Efq." the general refufed

to accept of it as not being direfted in the ftyle fuitable to his Ra-
tion. Some time after adjutant-general Patterfon was fent by gen-

era! Howe, with a letter addrefTed to genefal Waftiington, &c 5cc:

a polite reception v as given to the bearer, but general Wafhington

I'eplied, that a letter direcled to any perfon in a pubHic character

ftiould hate fome defcription of it, otherv^ ife it would appear a mere
private letter ; that it was true the l^c's implied every thing, but
they alfo implied any thing.and that he fhould therefore decline the

receiving any letter direded to him as a privi.te perfon, when ic

elated to his public ftation. A long conference enfued, in v/hich

the adjutant- general obferved, that the comm'ilioners were armed
with great powers,and would be very happy in efFeding an acccm.

mcGation,'' He received ibr aiil\v'er, " th:^t fi-om what appeared
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th-^Ir powers were only to grant pardon ; that they who had com-

mitted no fault wanted no pardon."

Tiie Britifh commanders then refolved to make theii firft attempt

u;o&n Long Lland. They landed between Utrecht and Gravefend,

The American works protedcd a fmall peninfula having Walla-

bout Bay to the left, and Hretchmg over to Red-Hook on the

rialit, the Eal-R.ver hdng in their rear. General Sullivan

With a (liong foice, A^-as encamped within th-fe works at Brooklyne.

From the ea^ fide of the Narrows rims a ridge of hills, covered

'<• ?th thick woodj about live or fix miles in length, which termin-

ates near Jamaica. There \n ere three paiTes through thefe hills,

o--i% near the Narrows, a fecond on the Flatbufh: road, and a third

0-. the Bedford road, and they are all defenfible. Thefe were the

oM'y roads which'couldbe paiTedfrcm the fouth fide of the hills to

the American lines, e5icepta road which led round the eafterly

end of the hills to Jari:>aica. The Ameiicans had 800 men on each

of thefi roads, and Colonel Miks was placed with his battalion of

lifl.Mmen, to guard the road from the foiith of the hills to Jamaica*

and to watch the motions of the Britifli*

General de Heiiler, with his HeiTums, took the 26th. of Augufl,

pofl at Flatbufh. In the following night the greater part of the

Eritifh army commanded by general Clinton, marched to gain the

rond leading round the eallefly end of the hills to Jamaica, and to

tura the left of the Americans; He arrived about two hours be-

O.e day, within half a mile of the road. One of the parties fell

in ith a patrole of American officers, audtook them ail prifoners,

which prevented the early tranfmiiTion of intelligence. At the

oreak 01 day general Clinton advanced and took poiTelTion of the

heights over t/hich the road pafied. General Grant, with the

l?ft wing, advanced along the coad by the v;eit road near the Nar-

rows ; but this was intended chiefly as a feint.

The gucird which was ftationcd at this road fled without making

anv rcfirtanee. A few of them were afterwards rallied, and lord

Stirling advanced ith 1500 men, and took pt)fieffion of a hill a-

bout two miles from the American camp, and in front of genera*

Grant.
^ .

On the 27th of AuguO: an attack was made very early in the

morning by the Hcflians from Flatbufh, under general Heifter, and

by general Grant on the coall, and was well fupported for a coii-

fiderabe time on both fides, i he Americans who oppofed Heifter,

were firft informed of the approach of general Clinton, who had

come' round on their left. , TJicy immediately began to retreat to
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iheir camp, but were intercepted by the right wing under general

Clinton-, who got into the rear of their left and attacked them with

the light infantry and dragoons while returning to their lines. They

were driven back till they were met by the HeiTians. They were

thus alternately chafed and intercepted between general Keifter

and oeneral Clinton. Some of their regiments neverthelefs found

their way to the camp. The Americans under lord Stirling, who

were engaged with general Grant, fought with great refolution for

about fix hours. Th;ey w.ere uninformed of the movements made

by general Clinton, till fome of the troops under his command had

traverfed the whole extent of co^intry iri their rear. Their retreat

was thus intercepted, but.feveral, nptwithflanding, broke through

and got into the v/oods ; many threw themfelves into the marfli,

fome were drowned, and others perifned in the mud, but a conii-

derable num.ber efcaped by this way to their Hnes.

The lofs of th* Britifh and Heffians was vabout 450. The kil-

led, wounded, and prifoners of the Am.ericans, including th'.fe

who were drowned or periflied in the woods or mud, exceeded a thcji-

fiind. Among the prifoners of the latter were two of their general

officers, Sulliv-an and lord StirUng, and feveral other officers of

diftindtion.

General Waffiington called a council of war, to confult on the

meafures proper to be taken, after which difpofitions were made for

an immediate retreat. This commenced foon after it was dark,

from two points, the upper and lower ferries, on Eaft River.

The intention of evacuating the Ifland had been prudently conceal-

ed from the Americans, that they knew not v/hither they v/ere

going, but fuppofed to attack the enemy. The £eld artillery, tents,

baggage, and- about 9000 men, v/ere ccn-eyed to the city ofNew,

York over Eaft River, in lefs than. 13. hours, and ithoutthe know-

ledge of the Britirti; though not. too yards dil^ant. Towards

morning an extreme thick fog came up,\yhich hovered over Long

Ifland, and by concealing the Americans enabled them.to compleat

their retreat. In about half en hour the fog cleared away, and

the Britifli entered the vvcrks which had juft been relinquiihed.

General Sullivan, Vv'ho was taken piifoner, was immediatly fent

pn parole, with the following verbal meiTage from Lord Howe,

to congiefs " that though he could not at prefent treat with them

in that charader, yet he was very defirous of having conference

yith fome of the members, whom he would confider as private

gentlemen; fetting forth at the fame time the nature and exten

of his t)0wers as commillioner. Congrcfs rep]ied> that the reprc-
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fentatives of the free and inclependant dates of America could np^

with propriety fend any of their members to confer with Lord
Howe in their private charafters, but that ever 4efirous of efta-

blifhing peace on reafonable terms, they will fend a committee of

their body, to know ^^ hether he has any authority to treat with

perlbns authorized by congrefs for that purpofe, on behalfof Ame-
rica, and what that authority is ; and to hear fuch propofitions as

he fhrill think fit to make refpeding the fiime." They eleded

Dr. wTranklioj John Adams, and Edward Rutledge, their com-

mittee for this purpo{p. They were very politely received by lord

Howe, but the conference proved fruitlefs, lord Howe's commif-

miffion not containing any other authoiity than that exprefled in
J

the aft of parliament—namely, that of granting pardons- Lor^

Howe ended the converfation on his part, by expreiTmg his regard

for America, and the extreme pain he would fuifer in being obli-

ged to didrefs thofe whom he fo much regarded. Dr. Frankliq

thanked him for his regard, and afTured him, that the Americans,

"would fnew their gratitude, by endeavouring to leiTen as much as

polTible all pain he might feel on their account, by exerting their

Tqtmofl: abilities in taking good care of themfelves."

A council of war recommended to a<5l upon the defcnHve, and

riOt to rifle the army for the fake of New-York. 1 he public

fiores were moved to Dobb's ferry about 26 m.iles from New-

York; i2,OQO m.ep were ordered to the northern extrem.ity of

New-York ifland, and ^jSCO to remain for the^defence of the ci-

ty, wl«ile the remainder occupied the intermediate fpace. Before

the Brltifh landed, it was impofiiblc to tell what place would be

firfl: attacked : this made it neceflliry to ereft worlcs for the defence

of a variety of places as well as of New-York. Though every

thing was abandoned when the crifis came, that either the city

muft be relinquiHied or the army riiked for its defence, yet from

the delays occafioned by the redoubts and othei^ works, a whole

Campaign was loft to the Britifli and fared to the Americans. Con-

grefs had determined to raife 88 battalions, to ferve during the

"war. To wear away the campaign with as little misfortune as poL- |,

fiblCi and thereby gain time to ralfe a permanent army againfi: the "^^^

next year, was to the Americans a matter of the laft importance'

On the 15th of September, general Howe began to land his

men under cover of five (hips of war, between Kipp's-Bay and

Turtle-Bay. As the different divifions landed, they pofted them-

felves on the high grounds that ftretch in an afcendirg diredion

from the fca flioie. At the fame time a detachment of Heflian -
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tioops advanced to New-York, and in their way fell in with a par-

ty of the Americans retreating by the pafs at Blooming Dale. A
fl^irralfli enfued, in which the Heffians uere vidlorious. About the

fame time, another detachment of the BritiHi troops made a

movement to the right, in order to attack, a body of the Americans,

who however retreated to the main body pofted on Morris's

Heights. No attempts being made to defend ,New-York, it was

taken pofTelTion of by the Englifh. They had been a few days in

pofTeffion, when a dreadful fire broke out and confumed a thoufand

^oufes.

After the Americans had evacuated New-York, they retired to

the north end of the ifland on which the city is erected. On the

morning of the i6th of September a detachment was fent out

from the main body of the Americans, to a wood flicing the left

flank of the enemy. The Britifn in order to diflodge them, dif-

patched three companies of light infantry, and three companies of

Heffian riflemen. An adlion enfued, which was carried on by

reinforcements on both fides, and became very v/arm. Many were

killed on both iidcs, but the advantage was on the fide of the

Americans.

General Wafhington while retreating from New-York, ported

his troops fo as to m.ake a line of fmall detached and intrenched

camps on the feveral heights and ftrong grounds from Valentine's

hill on the right, to the vicinity of the White-Plains on the leff

The Britifh troops employed themfelves in throwing up a chain of

redoubts on M'Gowaus Hill to cover New-York, and to render

it capable of a vigorous defence. As foon as the redoubts were

compleated it was determined to attempt the rear of the Ameri-

cans, by the New-England road, from which they received the moft

of their fupplies On the i8th of O^ober the Britifh troops re-

imbarking proceeded along the coaft to PelPs Point, and difem-

barked there without difficulty. Soon after they landed a fldrmifn

happened in an attempt to diflodge the Americans from a narrow

pafs, at which they had taken pofl with a ftrong corps. The lat-

er retired. On the 20th of Oftober the main divifion of the Brit-

ifh army moved to New Rochelle fituated on the Sound that divi-

des Long-Ifland from the continent. There they were joined by

the fecond divifion of foreign troops, from England, under the

command of general Knyphaufen. 'i he American army ftretched

along the ground parallel to that on which the Britifh troops were

marching ; from Kings Bridge on the right, to White Plains on

the left. The two armies vvere feparated by the river Brunx, the
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troops advanced to New-York, and in their way fell in with a par-

ty of the Americans retreating by the pafs at Blooming Dale. A
li^irmifli enfued, in which the Heffians v^ ere vidorious. About the

fame time, another detachment of the Briti(h troops made a

movement to the right, in order to attack a body of the Americans,

who however retreated to the main body pofted on Morris's

Heights. No attempts being made to defend .New-York, it was

taken poffefEon of by the Englifh. They had been a few da^'-s in

poiTeflion, when a dreadful fire- broke out and confunied a thoufand

i^oufes.

After the Americans had evacuated New-York, they retired to

the north end of the ifland on which the city is eredled. On the

morning of the i6th of September a detachment was fent out

fiom the main body of the Americans, to a wood facing the left

flank of the enemy. The Britifn in order to diflodge them, dif-

patched three companies of light infantry, and three companies of

Heffian riliemen. A.n adlion enfued, which was carried on by

reinforcements on both fides, and became very warm. Many were

killed on both fides, but the advantage was on the fide of the

Americans.

General Wafhington while retreating from New-York, pofled

his troops {o as to make a line of fmall deta.ched and intrenched

camps on the feveral heights and frrong grounds from Valentine's

hill on the right, to the vicinity of the White-Plains on the left*

The Britifh troops employed themfelves in throwing up a chain of

redoubts on M'Gowaos Hill to cover New-York, and to render

it capable of a vigorous defence. As foon as the redoubts were

compleated it was determined to attempt the rear of the Ameri-

cans, by the New-England road, from which they received the moft

of their fapplies On the i8th of October the Britifh troops re-

imbarking proceeded along the coaft to Pell's Point, and difem-

barked there without difficulty. Soon after they landed a flcirmifn

happened in an attempt to diflodge the Americans from a narrow

pafs, at which they had taken pofl with a flrong corps. The lat-

er retired. On the 20th of Oftober the main divifion of the Brit-

ifh army moved to New Rochelle fituated on the Sound that divi-

des Long-Ifland from the continent. There they were joined by

the fecond divifion of foreign troops, from England, under the

command of general Knyphaufen. 1 he American army flretched

along the ground parallel to that on which the Britifh troops were

marching ; from Kings Bridge on the right, to White Plains on

the left. The two armies were feparated by the river Brunx, tlie
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rear of the Britlfli whs covered by the Sound, not far dllknL
With this relative arrangment the armies moved flowiy towards the

White Plains, where on the eaflern fide of the Brunx, a detach-

ment had been fortifying a camp for the Aniericans, which camp

ihey occupied v/ith their v/hole arjny confiding of about i8,ooD

men, on the 26th. (See plate No. III. ^)

The Britilh army,! 3000 llrong,early in the morning of the 28tli.

cf October, in two columns marched from its encampment near

Ward's houfe, on the banks of the Brunx, the left hz'mg com-

manded by general Heifler, accompanied by general Howe. iSir

Henry Clinton commanded the right. As they approached the
j

White Plains the right column fell in with feveral bodies of the
j

Americans whom they drove back to their works. The Americans I

were .encamped on a long ridge of hills the brow of which was

covered with lines lately thrown up. A bend Oj" the Brunx pro.

te6led their right flank, and by another turning in its courfe en-

veloped alfo the rear of their right wing. The point of the hill

on their right, was exceedingly fleep and rocky, and was covered
by a ftrong abbatis in front of the entrenchment. Their left was poft

ed in very broken ground, difficult to be affailed. The weakeft
part was the centre. The flope of the hill was very gradual in the

direction of the road by the Court-houfe. The lines were by no
means formidable, not being fraized ; and the rockinefs ofthe foil

prevented the ditch from being made of any troublefome dejfth.

* The Americans on the approach of the enemy, kept up a fharp

cannonade, which the Britifh returned, but the diflance as fo

great, that there was little efted on either fide. Part of the Brit-

ifh columns formed behind fome rifing ground, nearly parallel to

the front of the Americans but the right v ing of the Britifh

did not extend beyond the centre of the American lines. That
part of the pofition of the Americans did not feem to be confider-

ed ; all the attention of the Britifli commander being fixed on ano.

ther part of the field. A large party of Americans were pcfted

'

on a hill (r) in a line with the right-of their camp,but feparatedfrom it

by the Brunx.f Againft this hill all the efforts of the Britifh army

* Had an ajfault been mack on the centre of the Ameruan nvorh
defeat ivoidd have been dcftmaion to the Americans. The nuhole of
their right mufi have fallen into the poiver of the Britifo ; for the

Brunx not Icing paj'able in thai party cut offtheir retreat.

f The reafon of the Americans occupying this pojiure is iuexplicahle,

unlefs it be ikat thsy could n:t be contained ^within the ai'orks of thm
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^'ere direded. A part of the left wing pafled the ford, which

was mtirely under command of their cannon. Previous to their

attack, Col, Rail, commanding a brigade of the Hefiians, on the

left pafTed the Brun:?:, and gained a poil which enabled him to an-'

my the ilank of M^DougaPs corps. The Americans were drove

from the hill. While they v ere engaged the American baggage was

moved off, in fall view of the Britiih army. The main army of the

Americans remained tranquil in their entrerichrnents.

On the night of 28th cf Oftober the Britifh troops lay on their

arms, arid encamped next day with the left wing on the field of

battle, and the right extending from the other fide of the Brunx,

V hich pofition enabled them to make a front parallel to a certain

extent to that of the Americans. In the mean time the latter em-

ployed themfelves in (Irengthening their lines. General Howg

having been reinfored by four battallions from York Ifland and two

from Mharonneck Poft made difpofitions for attacking the Ameri-

can lines eatly on tlie lad: of 06tober. This refolution however,

was abandoned, on account of raifiy v/eather. On the 31ft the

weather proved fine about noon, but the Britifh commander did

not think proper to put his former intentions in execution. The

Americans had rendered their lines fufEciently ftrong to refill an at-

tack, but being inform.ed by a deferter that the Britiih army would

march againft them the next morning, they evacuated their lines an

the morning of the firfl of November, and retired acrofs the Crot-

ton river to North CaRle. Their poiition was now fo advantage-

ous, that any attack on them muft have proved very unfuccefsfu!?

for the river Crotton flretched along their front, and their rear

was defended by woods and heights.

ca?i7p. The pojefion of that hiU nvoiiU not enalle the Brlt'ifi^ to an-

noy their camp, for it rofe fo gradually from the Brunx- that its crefl

<ivas not within random cannon foot, as nvas pronged by many of the

Britifo battallions lying upon it on their arms the whole evening after

the action ' tior had general Wafliington to apprehend that, from that

quarter, an attack might he made on his rear, fines the Brunx, deep

and impraaicable, ivould have been fill between the two armies.

Though we fhoulH neyer judge on the merits or demerits of miU-

tarv difpofitions from refidting events, yet theplacing of aconfderable

body en that hill cffeaually dlfpcfedgeneral Howe to commit the blunder

of not affalUng the centre of the American lines and to direB all Lis

attention towards that pof, which was the cavfe that their 'v:cic'^y

was not followed by a fingk advantage.
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W.th.„ a few days, general Wafhington with part of hk army,
cjoffed the Norh River, and took poil in the neighbourhood of
fort l.ee. A force of about 7,500 men was left at North-Caftle<
under general Lee.

_

The Americans having retired general Howe determined to
.mprove the oj^ortunity of their abfence for the reduQion of ICingf. :

bndge and Fort Waftington. T his laft poil was of the utmoff
importance as much as it fecnred an .mmediate intercourfe wuH
the Jerley ffiore to Fort Lee, and effeftually obilrufted the navi.
g.t,on of the North River Senfible of the importance of this port,

mIoTw
"""' garrifoned it under the command of Colonel

On the fifteenth of November the BritiJh batteries being com-

mandmg officer anfwered that he «ould defend the fort to thelaft
extremuy. It was determined therefore to commence a vigorou"

f n The fecond on the caft by general Matthews, fuppoued by

Si,?""ft /"V'"' *^ """" thedireaion o7 Colonel
btirhng, and the fourth was commanded by lord Piercv The
outworks bung carried by the enemy, the Americans lefttheir lines'
and crouded mto the fort.* The garrifon finding that it was not
pofce to defend the fort longer fu.rende.ed prifoners of war.The number of pr,foners amounted to 2700. The lofs of theBrunir, mclullve of killed and wounned, was about , .00. LordCornwall, w.th a conhderable force paffed over to attack Fort Leeon the oppofite Jerfey ftore. Ti,e ganifon was faved by an im-
med.ate evacuafon, but at the expence of their artillery and ftores.rhe term of tm,e for which the American foldiers had engaged
to ferve ended m November or December, the army having b^enorgamzed t.e precedmg year, on the idea that an accommodation
would take place within a twelve months.
When it « as expeftcd that the conquerors would retire to « i«.

ter quarters, they commenced a new plan of operations' more alar-

\rlIiZ7:""/T''J'' ^"'^ ^^"^'"'"' """ie Mired his troops to

hatlT. 1''"""'
^rr^ "i'

"'•"' ""d U'l', the Left Luld

but the grand error nvas tn not ra:]ildram,h,rftt. t .j
-^
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Jblirig than all their previous conquers. The reduftlon of Fort

Waihinoton, the evacuation of Fort Lee, and the diminution of

the American army, by the departure of thofe v.'hofe time had ex-

pired, encouraged the Brilifh, notwithftanding the feverity of the

winter, to purfue the rem.aining inconiiderable continental force

with the profpeft of annihilating it. To retreat was the only ex-

pedlent left. This having corhmericed, lord Corn\rallis followed,

and was clofe on the rear o£ general W'aihington, as he retreated

fucceffively to Newark, to Brunfwick, to Princetown, to Tren-

ton, and to the Pennfylvania fide of the Delaware.

The Britilll took poITelfion of Rhode-Ifland without any lofs?

and in the mean time blocked up commodore Hopkin's fquadron*

and a number of American privateers at Providence.

In this period, when the American army was relinqulihing its

general, the people giving up the caufe, fome of their leaders going

over to the enemy, the Britifh commanders fucceeding in every

enterprize, general Lee v/as taken prifoner at Baricenridge, by

lieutenant colonel Hartcourt. This caufed a deprelnon of fpirits a-

mong the Americans, far exceeding any real injury done to their

eflential intcrefts. They had fepofed great confidence in his mili-

tary talents, and experience of regular Eurcpean v/ar.

By the advance of the Britifh into Nsw-Jerfey, the neighbour-

hood of Philadelphia became the feat of war. Congrefs therefore

adjourned themfeives on the 12th of December, to m.eet in eight

days cLt Baltimore, refolving at the fame tim.e, *' that general

Walhington fliould be pcflefTed cf full po\7er to order and direct

all things relative to the department and the operation's of war."

"With the year 1776, a retreating army was to be dlfmifTed, and

the profpeftof anewonew^asboth didant and uncertain. Therecent-

ly aflumed independence of the States was apparently on the verge

of diilblution. But in proportion as difficulties increafed. congrels

redoubled their exertions to oppofe them ; they addrefied the States in

animated language,- calculated to rem.ove their defpondency, renew

their hopes, and ccriiirra their refolutlons. They at the fame rime

dlfpatched gentlemen of charader and in iluence to excite the militia

' to take the f?eld. General Wafhington was empowered to ralfe a_nd

Colled together in the moil fpeedy and effectual marmer from any

or all of the United States 16 battahons of Infantry in addition to

thofe already voted by congrcTs; to appoint officers for the faid battal-

ions of infantry, to raife officers, and equip 3000 light horfc ; thrcg

regiments of artillery, a corps cf engineers, and to eftabliHi their
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pay ; to apply to any of the States for fach aid of the n-iKtici as h^'

fnall judge neceflary ; to form fuch magazines of provifions, and m
i"ach places as he fhall think proper ; to difpofe and appoint all

officers under the nnk of brigadier general ; to fill up all vacancies

in every other department in the American armies.

About that time the number of troops under the command of

general Wafliington amounted to 2 or 30CO men only. In this

crifis of danger, 1500 of the Pen nfylvania militia embodied to re-

inforce the Continental r.rmy. The merchant, the farmer, the

tradefman, the labourer, cheerfully relinquiihed the conveniences

of home to perform the duties of private foldlers, in the feverity of

a winter campaign. General Wafl-i-ington now formed the bold re-

folution of re-cfofiing into, the State of Jerfey, and attacking that
''J

•part of the enemy which waspofled at Trenton.

The Bntifn commanders in the fecurlty of conquefl: cantoned

their army at Burlicgton, Boidenton, Trenton, and other towns

in Nevz-Jerfey. Of all events none feemed to them more impro-

bable than that their late retreating half naked enemies, fliould in

this exrcme cold feafon, flice about a'-id commence olfeniive opera-

rations.

In the evening of Chriftmas day, general Wafhlngton made ar-

rangements for the recrolling of the Delaware in three divifions

:

at I^i'Konckey's ferry, at Trenton ferry,. and at or near Borden-

ton. The ice in the river retarded their pafiage fojong that it was

three o'clock in the morning before the artillery coiild be got over*

On their landing in Jerfev, they were formed into tv/o divifioTg

commanded hy general Sullivan and Green y one ofthefe divifions

was ordered to proceed on the lower op river road ;' the other, on

the upper or Pennington road. CoL Stark withfome light troops

was alfo direded to advance near to the river, and to pofTefs hlm.

felf of that part of the town which Is beyond the bridge. The di-

vifions I:aving nearly the fame diihince to march were ordered im-

mediately on forcing the out-guards, to puHi d:i;eclly intO' Trenton*

that they might charge the enemy before they had time to forn-i.

Though tiiey marched diff:icnt reads, yet they arrived at the

enemy's advanced poll: within three minutes of each other. The

out -guards ot the HelTian troops at Trenton, I'bon fell back, but

kept up a condant retreating fire. 1 heir main body being hard

preffed by the Americans, who had already got poITeffion of half

their artillery, attempted to file off by a' road leading towards

Prince town, but were checked by a body of troops throv/n in

their way. Finding llicy wcie furrounded, they laid down their
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l-nns. The number which rubmitted \7as 20 officeis, and 8S6

men. The detachment in Trenton confiried of tliree HefTip.n re-

giments, amounting to 1500 men, and a troop of Britilh iighj-

horfe. All thefe were killed or ca])tured, except about 600, who

efcaped by the road leading to Boi Jcntown.

Immediately after the fiuprize of the Hefiians, General Walli-

ington, with his prifoners. re-crolTed the Delaware, v. hich at this

place is about three quarters of a mile over, and reafTumied his poll on

the Pennfylvania fide. Trenton remained unoccupied, and the

.enemy \yere pofted at Priacetown, twelve miles diftant, on the road

towards New -York.

The efFe-<5ts of this fuccefsful en>erprize were fpeedily felt in

Kcruiting the American army. About 14CO regular foldiers,

whofe time of fervice was on the point of expiring, agreed to

ferve fix weeks longer, and reinforcements came in from feveral

quarters to General Wafhington. The w^eather was new growing

very ferere, and as there were very few houfes near the fhore

v>;here General Wafliington had taken his ftation, the greateft

part of his army remained out in the woods and fields, Thefe,

with fome other circumfiances, induced the general once more to

pafs the Delaware, and to take pofleffion of Trenton. ThisWas
undoubte-dly a bold adventure, and carried with it the appearance

of defiance,

Trenton is fituatcd on a rifing ground, about half a mile diilant

from the Delaware, and is cut into tv^'o divifions by a fmall creek,

fufficient to turn a mill Vv'hich is on it, after which it empties itfclf

at nearly right angles into the Delaware,,

Scarcely had General "Wafliington taken poft here, and before

the fcverai parties of militia, out on detachments, or on their way>

could be colle-^.cd, than the Britifii, leaving behind them a ftrong

garrifon at Princeton, marched fuddenly, and en|:ered Trenton at

the upper or north eall quarter. A party of the Americans flvir-

miflied with the advanced party of the Britilh, to afford tim.e for

removing the flores and baggage, and withdrawing over the

bridge.

In a little time the Britifn had pofTcfiion of one half of the

town; General Wafhington of the other; and the creek only

feparated the tv/o armies. Nothing could be a more crltic:d ficua-

t" on than this; and if ever the fiite of America depended on the

event of a day it was now. The Dehuvare was filling fiift with

large fheets of driving ice, and was impaffable ; fo that no retreat

into Pennfylvania could be effedled, neither ir it poffble, in the
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face of ?.n enemy, to pufs a river of fuch extent. The road-3

were broken and rugged with the froft, and the main road was oc-

cupied b}'^ the enemy.

About four o'clock a party of the Britilh approached the bridge

avith a deiign to gain it, but were repulfed. '1 hey made ro more

attempts, thougli the creek itfelf is pafllible any where betw.-en the

bridge and the Delav/are. Evening was now coming en, and the

Britifh believing they had all the advantages they could wifli for,

and that t>cy could ufe them v/hen they pleafed, diicontinued

all further operations, and held themJelvcs prepared to make the

attack next mcrning.

But the next morning produced a fcene as elegant as it was un-

expected.—The Britifli were under arms and ready to march to

aaion; when one of their light horfe from Princeton came furi-

oafly down the ftreet with an account that -General Wafuington

had that morning attacked and carried the Britifh pofl at that

place, and was proceeding on to feize the magazine at Brunfwick ;

on which the Britiih, who were then on the point of making an

aiTault on the evacuated camp cf the Americans, wheeled about,

and marched for Princeton.

General Wafliington, the better to cover and dliguife his retreat

from Trenton, had ordered a line of fires to be lighted up in front

of his camp, Thefe not only ferved to give an appearance of

goincT to reft, and continuing that deception, but they effeftually

concealed from the Britifn whatever was acting behind them;

After this, by a circuitous march of about qghteen miles, the

Americans arrived near Princetown early in the- morning, and

were defcried by a party of Britilh troops, confilHng cf about three

re-ments %vho were on their march to Trenton. They briildy

attacked the center of the Americans, who gave way m diforder.

The moment was critical ;
general Wafliington puflied forward,

and placed himfelf between his own men and the Britldi, fronting

the latter. The Americans encouraged by his example, made a

(land and returned the Britilh fire. They killed 60, wounded

many, and took between 3 and 400 prifoneis of the Britifli ;
obli.

gincTthe reft of them to make a precipitate cfcape ;
fome towards

^i renton, and others to Brunfwick. The lofs of the Americans

>vho immediately fet off with their prifoners, was inconfiderable in

point of' numbers ; but the full of general Mercer rendered it

important.
, r r

The Britlfn army that had abandoned 1 renton, for the laicty

of their magazines at Brunfwick eighteen miles diftant, marched

for that place where they arrived late in the evening ;
and from
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vbich they made no ?.tter.:pts to movej for n-ear five months.

The triumphant iVmer leans retired to Morriflown. General

Wadiington divided his array into fmall parties, fo as to be able to

re-unite them on a few horns warning, and thereby covered the

country, and rc-polTcffed hinirelf of ail the important places.

The campaign of 1776 did not end till it had been protracted

into the firft month of the year 1777, the Britifli had counted on

the complete and fpc^dy redudion of their late colonies, but they

found the work more difficult of execution than they fuppofed.

They wholly failed in their defigns on the Southern States. In

Canada they iccovcred what in the preceding year they had loil—

•

drove the Americans out of their borders, and defrroyed their

fleet on the Lakes, but they failed in making their intended im»

prelTion on the north weftern frontier of the States. While their

main army was fuccefsful in the Jerfeys, a party undertook an expe-

dition 'd02.mil Rhode-llland. The Americans abandonedthe ifiandy

and the Englifli took poPfeffion of it
; but the acquifition v^as of

little fervice, perhaps was cf detriment. For three years feverai

thoufandmen fktioned thereon for its fecurity, were loft to every

a(ftive co-operation with the ioyai forces in the iieid , and the pof-

feffion of it fecured no equivalent advantages. The Britifli fuccee.

ded again ft the city oF Nevv-York and the adjacent country, bu^

when they puifued theii vi6lories into Nevv'-jerfey, and fubdivided

their army, the recoiling Americans foon recovered the grcateil

part of what they had lolh

The war, on the part of the America:is, was but barely begun.

Hitherto they l>ad engaged with temporary forces for a redrcfs of

prievances, but towiirds the clofe of this year they made arrange-

ments for raifing a permanent army to contend v/ith Great Britain

for the fovereionty of the country. To.have thus far flood their

ground with their nev/ levies was a matter of great importance,

.becaufe to them delay was viclory, and not to be conquered was

U) conquer.

The tlxrd Campaign, 1777.

THREE months which followed the anions of Trenton and

Princeton, paffed away without any important military enterprife

on cither fide. It was matter of aftonifliment, that the Britilh

fuffered the dangerous interval between the diPoanding.of one ar-

my and the raifing of another, to psfs aw:i-y without ?.ttempting
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Something cf conicquencc ag.iinfl: the rem?.lning fliadow ofan a*v|

mtd force. v

Hitherto there had been a deficiency of arms and amunition, as

well as of men ; but at the beginning of this campaign a vefTcl of

24 guns arrived from France at Portfmouth in New-Hampfliire,

with npwards of i r,ooo Oand of arms, and koo barrels of pow-

der. Ten thoufand (land of arms arrived about the fame time in-

another part of the United t'tates.

J3efore the Britifh army took the iicld, two enterprizes for the
]

dertr/jdion of ArncriGaiT flores v/ere undertaken. Col. Bird lan-

ded with about 5C0 men at Peek's-Kill, March 2 3> fifty miles from

New-York. The fe-v Americans who were Rationed as a guard

at this place on the approach of the Eritifn, fired the principal

florehoufes, and retired. The Jofs of the provifions was confide-
jj

rable. Cn the 26th of April, major gen. Tryon, with a detach-
''

ment of 2000 men, embarked at New-York, and pafTmg

ti}rough the SounJ, landed between Fairfield and Norwalk.

'i J-'Cy advanced through the country v/ithout interruption, and ar-

rived in about t'vventy hours at Danbu^y. The f/\v Americans v/ho

were ip the town withdrew from it, and the Britifli burnt and de-

flroyed 18 houfes, 500 barrels of pork and b,2<if, 8co barrels of

flour, 2000 bufhels of grain, 170Q tents, &c. In returning from

this expedition, however, the Britidi were greatly harrafled by

the Americans under generals Arnold, Wooller, and Sullivan ;

but they made good their retreat, with the lofs of i 70 killed and

wounded. On' the American lide, the lofs was likewife confide-

rable; general vVoofler Vvas killed and Arnold in the mofl emin-

ent danger. Soon after the Americans dedroyed the enemies

ftores at Safrg Harbour, on Long-Iflacd, and made prifDners of

all who defended the place.

As tlje icafoii advanced the American army in New-Jerfey was

reinforced by the fucccflive arrival of recruits ; but neverthelefs at

the opening of the campaign, it amounted only to 7,272 men.

Towards the latter end of May, general Wafliington, quitted

his winter encampment at Morriftown, and took a flrong pofition

at Middlebrook. General Howe endeavoured to provoke him to

an engagement and left no manoeuvre untried that could induce

him to quit his pofition, but without fuccefs. General Walhing.

ton knew the full value of his fituation, and was well apprifed that

it was not the interett of his country to commit its fortune to a

fingle adion. General Howe, thought it to be too hazardous to

attempt paflin£ the Dchiware, while the country was in arms, and
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^hCmain American army in his rear; he therefore pafTed over to St?.-

ten liknd, refolving to profecute the objeds of the campaign by an-

other r"brite.

About this time, the Americans found means to make amends

for the capture of general Lee, by that of general Pref:ot, who v/as

feized in his quarters with his aid- de camp, in much the fmie man-

ner as general Lee had been. This v/as very mortifying to the

general himfelf, as he l:\rtd not long before fet- a pHce upon gene-

lal Arnold, by offering a f.im of money to any one that appre-

hended him, vhich the Utter anfwcred by fetting a lower price

upon general Prcfcot.

The defigns of general Hov/e were involved in great obfcurity^

Though the fi:afon for m-ilitary operations was advanced as far a';

the month of July, yet his real obje<5t could not be afcertained.

General Wadiington received intelligence, that Burgoyne was co-

ming in great force towards New-York from Canada, which favo-

red the idea that a jun61ion of the tv/o royal armies, near Albany

was intended. General Waihington therefore detached a brigade

to re-inforce the northern dlvifion of his army. Some movements

vseie likewlfe made towards Peek's Kill, and on the other fide

towards Trenton, while the main' army was encamped near tiie

Clove, la readinefs to march either north or fouth, as the raove-

m.cnts of general Howe might require. At length the mainbod\''

of the Britifh army, confiding of 36 battalions with a regiment of

light horfe, and a body of loyalifls, raifed at New-York, and a

powerful artillery, amounting In tl-e whole to about 16,000 men,

departed from Sandy-Hook. After a week's failing they arrived

at the mouth of the Delaw.ire ; but, for reafons that' do not ob-

vioufly occur, general Hov/e gave up the idek o'f approaching

Philadelphia by afcending the Delaware, and refolved on a circui-

tous route by the way of the Cheafapeak.

The navigation from the Delavv'are to- the Cheafipeak took up^

the beft part of the month of Augud. At laft they afcended the

bay and landed at Turkey Point: Intelligence thereof in a fev/

days reached the American army, and difpelled that cloud of uh-

€ertalnty In which general Hov/e's movements had been envelop-

ed. Th'e American troops v ere put In motion to m.cet the Bl-'it-

ifh army. The real efreflive force of the f^rm.cr did not qkcqqcL

<^ooo men. They were pofied near Newport. The royal army

advanced till' they were within two miles of the American army.

General Wafmngtcn then changed his pofiticn, and tcolrpcflon

the high ground near Chad-s Ford, on the Brandy' Ine- Greek,
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with an intention of difjrating the pafTage. It was llie wifh, but

by no means the intereit of the Americans to try their ftrejMth by

an engagment. The opinion of tiie inhabitants however, impofed

a fpecies of neceiTity on the American general to keep his army in

front of the enemy, and to riik an a6lion for the fecurity of Phi-

ladelphia. This took place ,the nth of September at Chad's

Ford, on the Brandywine, a fmall ftream which empties itfelf into

ChriRmas Creek, near its conflux with the river Delaware.

The Britifii' army advanced at daybreak, in two colums ; com-

manded by general Knyphaufen, and lord Cornwallis. The firM.

took the dired road to Cliad's Ford and made a fhew of paiTing it iit

front of the main body of the Americans ;' at the fame time the other

column moved up on the we(l fide of the Brandywine to its fork,

and croITcd bo?;h its branches about two o'clock in the afternoon
;

and then marched down on the eaR fide thereof, with a view of

turning the right wing of tlieir adverfiries. This they effefted,

and compelled them to retreat with great Icrfs,- General Knyp-

haufen amufed the Americans- with the appearance of croffing the

ford, but did not attempt it, iinill lord Cornwallis having crofTed:

above, and moved do\vn on the oppofite fide, had commenced

his attack. Knyphaufen then crofit;d the ford, and attacked the

troops ported for its defence. Thefe, after a fevcre conflid, were*

compelled to give way. The retreat of the A.raeficans foon be-

came general, and was continued to Cheftef y under cover of gen-

eral Weeden's brigade, which came off in good order. General

Wafl^iington was by a fmall circum fiance, prevented from execu-

ting a bold defign ; to effeft v/hich, his troops were actually in

motion. This was to have croffed the Brandyvvine, and attacked

Knyphaufen, while generals Sullivan and Stirling fliould keep

Earl Cornwallis in check. In the moft critical hioraent general

Wafnington received intelligence which he was obliged to credit,

that the column of lord Cornwallis had been only making a feint,'

and v/as returning to join Knyphaufen. This prevented the exe.

Cution of a plan, which, if carried into effet^, would probably

Iiave given a different turn to the events of the day. The killed

and wounded of t^ie Britiili army were 600 ; the lofs of the Ani-

ericans was above loco. In the lill of their wounded, were two

of their general oiticer?, the rjarquis dc la Fayette, and general'

Woodford ; the former was a French nobleman, who, animated'

wiih the love of liberty, had left his native country, find offered'

his ftivice to congrefs.
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The bulk of the Britifh army being left in German-Town,

general Howe with a fraall part, made his entry into Philadelphia.

Congrefs, which after a fliort refidence at Baltimore had retur-

ned to Philadelphia, were obliged a fecond time to confult their

fafety by flight. They retired to York-Town.

The firft care of the Britifh general was to cut off, by means of

ftrong batteries, the cdmmunication between the upper and lower

parts of the river. The American, frigate Delaware, of 32 guns,

feconded by fome ffiialler vefTels, commenced a heavy cannonade

upon the batteries,- but upon the falling of the tide flie ran aground,

and was then foon compelled to farrender, and the other Ameri-

can vefTels retired. The next undertaking of the Britifh comman-

dei was to open a communication by fea. Avafc number of batteries

and forts had been erected, and machines formed like chevaux de

frt%e, funk in the river /to prevent its navigation. As the fleet

was fent round to the mouth of the river in order to co-operate

with the army, this work, after furiTrouhVmg great difficulties, was

at laft accomplifhed.

General \Vafhington having been reinforced by 2,500 men

from Peek*s-Kill and Virginia ; and having been informed that

general Howe had detached a confiderable part of his force fof

reducing the forts on the Delaware, conceived the defign of at-

tacking the Britifli poft at Germantown. It was refolved that the

attack fhould be fudden and vigorous. On the 4th of Odober,

the Americans began their attack about fun-rife, on the 40th re-

giment, and a battalion of light infantry, which were pofled on the

Chefnut Hill road, tbi-ee quarters of a mile advance. Thefe two

corps were obliged to retreat ; but the morning being extremely

foggy, it concealed the true fituatipn of the parties, and made fo

much caution neceffary as to give the Britifli time to recover from

the effeds of their firfl furprize. From thefe caufes the early

promifmg appearances on the part of the alTailants were fpeedily

reverfed, the Americans were forced to leave the field, and all

efforts to rally them were ineifedual. The lofs of the Britifh ar-

my, dead, wounded and prifoners, was about 500. Among their

flain were brigadier general Agnew, and lieutenant col. Bird.

The lofs of the Americans,including 400 prifoners was about 1000.

Among their ilain were general Nafh and his aid de-camp, Major

Witherfpoon.

Soon after this aclion the Britlili left German-Town, and as

there (lill remained two fVrong forts on the Delaware to be reduced,

A a
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they turned their principal attention towards them. Thefe were

Mud-Ifland and Red- Bank. The various obftruftions which the'

Americans had thrown in the way, rendered it neceflary to bring

up the Augufta, a fhip of the line, and the Merlin frigate, to the

attack of Mud-lfland; bat, during the aaion, both the Aiiguda

and Merlin took fire and were burnt to afhes. At laft the Britifh

general found means to convey a number of cannon, and to ere^:

batteries within a gunihot of tne fort by land, and biinging^ up

three fhips of the line. The garrifon, after making a vigorous de-

fence, from the latter end of September to the 4th of November,

perceiving that preparations were making for a general afTault aban.

doned the place in the night. Three days after Mud-Ifland was

evacuated, the garrifon was alfo v/ithdrawn from Red-Bapk, on the

approach of lord Cornwallis wheat the headofalarge force prepared

to afTault it* Some of the American gallies and armed vefTels ef-

caped by keeping clofe in with the Jerfey (hore, to places of fecur-

Ity above Philadelphia, but 1 7 of them were abandoned by their

crews and fired.

Thus the campaign of 1777, in the middle ftates, concluded,

upon the whole, fucceflively on the part of the Britifh. In tks

Ko^th, hov/ever, matters wore a different afpe6t.

(To be continued.)

aEMARKS ON THE ANCIENT AND MODSRN METHOD OF
J

rORTIFYING.
I

From the ^^ Fortification Pertendiculairr^^ of the Marquis de ^
Montalembert.

[with a plate.]

In every period of the world it has been the practice of all na»

tions to contrive faitable means for defending themfeves againfl the

tyranny of power. But it feems that men have greater abilities

for deftroying than for preferving ; as no fufHcient means have

been hitherto found out, whereby we might confine in proper

limits the fpirit of conqueft which animates the ambitious princes,

of the earth, whofe exigence is too often a misfortune to mankind.

By well eredled forts we might probably befl attain this obje6l

and impede the progrefs of an enemy ; but in the prefent day they

are a weak obflacle, and feem to exifl only to heighten the

cnemy^s triumph. If the ilTue of a battle has been once fortunate
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Cor the one or the other party; the conqueror purfues his advan-

tages with avidity, and ftrong towns farrounded v ith walls and

ditches, leave to him hardly fo much time as he wants, to doubt of

Its fubmiiiion. They cannot fend deputies foon enough to folicit

the favour of their new mafter. Towns u ith bulwarks and half-

moons, befides aii other outworks, hardly wait till the Saps of th«

befiegers have reached the Glacis^ and their batteries are ere<£led

upon the Crete oi it, to open, their gates to the conqueror. A liege

of two or three weeks is in our day a very long and obftinate one.

Only capital forts, which are furrounded by a double and triple line

of works, the fortifying and keeping of which have coil: enor-

mous fums, and to the garrifoning of which a fmall army is

requifite—fuch forts only may hold out a regular fiege : and, if

they are well defended ; the fiege lafts about fix weeks or two

months after the opening of the trenches. * But this is all that wc

can expe6t ofthem. Neverthelefs it is certain that they lay great

obftacles in the enemy's way. Ifthey were better fortified ; they

v/ould be capable of interrupting the conquers of the moft formi-

dable and powerful enemy. Men of experience know how

great is the trouble, and, how enormous are the expences re-.

quifite to get to the places, all the utenfils belonging to a fiege, if

the fort is of importance. Perhaps we have attained the higheft

degree of perfeftion, and of force in the attack of forts. In a

fiege a frill greater number of arms and a ftill longer time, are necei-

fary by which an enemy might at lad find himfelf compelled

to leave the moft part of his arms behind, v^hen an advanced fea-

fon does not permit hun. to continue the fiege.

Forts, built on true principles, would therefore proteft whole

provinces againrt devaltations, which are but too often the confe-

quencesof war. A ftate, whofe frontiers are fecured by forts,

the befieging of v/hich would caufe great difficulties to an enemy,

would be butfeldom drawn into a war; for it frequendy happens

that the facility of the conqueft firil prom.pts the ambitious neigh-

bour to bVcome a conqueror. But no art deferves our attention-

more, than that on the perfedion of which depend the quietneis,

and the domeflic felicity of the nation of which v^'e are members.

As the annals of all centuiies teach us, that force can only be re-

fiftedby force, that a greater power only is able to put limits to the

injuftice of men ; let us fearch after means of defence wh:ch

will compel the rapacious neighbour to be at leail equitable

^ Th^fege of GllraJfcr h a gr^at c^:crUhu to ihU^ rule.
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Thofe reafons have difpofed rne to make fome examinations o%
the means of making the defence of cur forts perfe6t. The im-*

portance of the object alone can outbalance the difagreeablenefs

which is connedled with confiderations of that kind. _ What I

learned in my youth of the fortifying of towns according to th?

principles of the mod renowned engineers, had given me a fmcere

averfion againft that fcience. The knowledge vvdiich we gain

thereon difcovers to us ^he principal faults of all the methods of

fortifying, without pointing oi^t a remedy to us. The more we;

get acquainted y/ith the univerfally-adopted theory of fortification,

the more we fee the impofRbilty of mehorating the fortifying of

our towns, if we adhere to that theory and to the ftale prejudices

which it produces. If we confider the fmall difference which

exifts between the (fo named) different manners of fortifying, Wie

Ihould think that the inventors of thefe fj^flems have but given dif-

ferent names to one and the fime iriethod. Hence it foUov/s: that

^he impoffibility lies within the narrow circle in which they have

fo long time acted, and in the thing itfelf; as fo many great men
have in vain made effays ^n that branch. All the methods of

fortifying confift of Faces (a)', l^lanks (^), and Curtains (r),

which connect the flanks; Some have given the commanded angle

{/,) (angle flanque,) a greater or fmaller number of degrees, acco.r-

" ding as they have adopted the perpendicle (d) fmaller or greater.

Others have combined the length of faces, flanks, and curtains in

all manners poffible, lengthened feme of thefe lines, and fliortened

others. Particularly the flanks v/ere the obje<5t of the moft am-

ple enquiries, and the caufe of the moft violent and the bittcreft

literary difputes. One of the firfl fyftem-forgers, Errard, put his

flank perpendicular on the face (as o-^), that the flank might be

denied to the fire of the befiegers, without confidering, that, if

it is not feen by the enemy, it cannot fee the enemy neither, and

fire at it very little. That confequently the flank, muft become

bv this quite ufele|s. In order to mend that fault, chevalier de

^'V/Zfput his flank (^^7^ perpendicular onthe curtains,and thereby ame-

liorated itspofition. However count de Pagan rightly difcovered

that, chevalier de Ville had not done enough ; and that the flank

on the lengthened Face, th.: Foffe of which it is to defend, mufl

be perpendicular. T his difpofed him to drav/ this flank {g^J on-

the line of defence (^fij perpendicular. In reality his was the befl

fituation which he could give to the flank, as th'e perpendicular

defence is incontcfHbly the mod advantageous. The outworks

which lay bcicrc the bafUons and curtains are then only of ufc



MILITARY REPOSITORY. 189

when they defend themfelves perpendicular : and we have hitherto

been contentedwith an oblique defen ce for that reafon only'as we did net

kno:v any means to give to the faid works a perpendicular defence.

The fituation of the flank propcfed
,
by count de Pagan fnould

therefore have ended the conteft j but they afferted, that, as he

wanted to approach the appointed aim too near ; he had ftept

over it ; that the ivhok flank at the lengthened face of the oppo-

fite bulwark flioujd not be perpendicular i that this could be faid

pf thepoint(i) of the flank; and that all the other points of the

flank, had towards the face an inward bended fituation. Fi-

nally they made againit the pofition of the flank, propofed by Pa-

gan, the following fingular objeaion ; As the commanded angle

(f) is the molt important point, which is to be taken into confi-

fideration ; fo the flank muft be drawn fo, that it can beft defend

this point
;

juft as if the fofl'e (Im,) v here the enemy undertakes

the pafnng over,did not deferve a far greater attention ! Therefore

marflial Vauban drew his flank (gu) fo, that it made a pointed

angle with the defence line. However this angle is not more

pointed than the angle, which the flank (gi) of chevalier de Ville

makes with the defence line.

It is not a little aftoniftiing that fo great a man as Vauban, has

occupied himfelf with fo trifling a thing, as the difference of the

pofition of his flank with that propofed by Pagan, In order to

defend the commanded angle ftill more, he made his flank [p q)

concave, by which hkewife the defign was attained that it could

iefs be hurt by ricochets. At laft he adopted the Orillon (r),

what was known before him, and facrificed the third part of his

flank that both the other parts of it mJght be better fecured againft

the batteries of the befiegers, and thai he might have a place for

a cannon, which from the fide of the field could not be feen, as

the cannon itfelf only fees the face of the oppofite bulwark.*
^

The

concave flanks provided with Orillions were therefore applied at

feveral places and approved of by many of the newer engineers.

However here hkewife they have made feme alterations, in the

length and inclination of the. flank towards the cm tain. For in

order to have a pretenfion to the honour of being the inventors of

a new fyftem, it was at lead neceflary to fliorten or lengthen the

faces, flanks and curtains oflfome toifes.

* This as well OS all other cannon ivh'ich Jlmd along theflav.h,

may be caught at their wheel-icork hy the enenifs Rlochcfs and may

be difmoi'.nted.
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But if the different fituation of the flanks have for a long time
divided the opinions of the moft able engineers ; they have had
Jio lefs violent difputes on the advantages and difadvantages of the

fecond flanks. Second flank is called that part of the curtaia

'Which can defend the face of the oppofite bulwark, if the defence

line reaches to one point of the curtain, but not to the end of it.

If therefore the defence line (fcj cuts offthe part of (nc) of the

curtain ; {o this part of the curtain is called the fecond flank, as,

though in a very oblique direction, it commands the face (a) of

the oppofite baftion. Againft fecond flanks they have made the

following two objections. Firff, they fay, they command the

face, (a) only in a very oblique dire<5lion ; and the true greatnefs,

ofthe fecond flank cannot be judged ofby the greatnefs oftheline (nc )

.

but/ on the contrary by the greatnefs of the line (no,) But even
from that it is clear that this is no well founded objeftion againft

the fecond flank ; for the face (a) can indifputably be better de-

fended by the flank (go),l\i^Ti by the flank (gn) as the fir -I is lon-

ger than the fecond. The fecond bbjeftion is : In order to get

fecond flanks we fiiould adopt the commanded angle (f), fliarper

pointed. But as all the authors on the fubjecl, have agreed that

this angle maybe augmented from 60 to i i o or 120 degrees,without

caufing the le.-.d diiadvantage ; and as we can have fecond flanks,

in all polygons, the pentagon excepted, without being obliged to a-

dopt the commanded angle lefs than of 60 degrees ; fo it follows

from hence,thatthis fecond objedion againft the fecond flank, is as

jittle founded as the firft ; and that there is no ground, why this

method, like the once adopted fyftem, has not been followedmore
generally.

This is a fhort account of the moft important difputes on thofe

matters. It v/ould be renewing them, were we to fay more on
'

the fubjed-; and it m.ay f.ifiice to have briefly fignified their nul- '

lity.

I truft it v/ill not be concluded from hence, that I do not do
juftice to the talents of thofe who have written on thefe matters.

Some authors have done all that could ever have been done by the

once adopted fyftem; and have given, in divers works, particulai

proofs of Genius. But as they contented themfelves with only

mending the very faulty methods of their predeceffors, the end of
their endeavours was only, that their methods were lefs defedive.

Had Cohorn never fecn the works of count de Pagan, he would
not have adopted his fyftem, and would not have confined him-
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felf merely improving thatfyftem.* Ke would, and we could, have

expelled as much of fo great a man as Cohorn,have invented fome-

thing eminently good, if Vauban had not been fo mucli prepofTefed

in favour of the art of fortifying with bulwarks, he would not

have contented himfelf to invent onjy the (fo named) Tours baf-

tionn^es, and contre gardes with flanks, of which the latter

are nothing but feparated bulwarks. Thofe counter gardes

were made with a defign to have a fecond line of works,

by which the fort would be enclofed. But it does not feem that

this intention was crowned with fuccefs. People, who underfland

it, have obferved, that the bulwarks are notfuihciently fecured by

the contre gardes, and that the enemy may build batteries on the

Crete (fummlt or top) of the glacis, with which he may lay breach-

es into the chief wall. If therefore a breach can .be made Into

the chief wall at the fame time that it can be done into the contre

gardes, it is not neceffary to raife new batteries and to fire a breach

into the contre gardes. Then we have nothing to do but to ex-

tend the lodgement to the right and the left as far as the flanks,

and to undertake from thence the ftorm on the chief ramparts,

and this, the fo named Tours balHonnies, are, as we eafny fee, not

able to prevent. Many able authors have fhewn the faults of that

fyfteni; among others, the Chevalier de St. Julien, in his military

architecture.

Marflial de Vauban, who pcffeiTed fo much fkill in the attack

of ftrong places, has therefore not thrown a great light on the art

of defending forts. Perhaps he would have been more fuccefsful

had he ventured to go out of the common road. All thofe who
fet out from the fame principles, muft neceffarily come to the fimie

rcfults. Therefore, though much pains were taken to perfect the

art of fortifying cities, yet it is certain, that it remained far beneath

the degree of perfection on vv'hich it was before the invention of

gunpowder. With the opinions that reign at prefent, this afTei-

tion will excite furprife; but, I hope, the following will evince

that it is well founded 5 and if the eflays I have made, to open a

new road, may produce fome advantageous alterations, the defign

of this work would be, in fome meafure, already attained; par-

ticularly, if men of knovv'ledge thould thereby be animated to

make examinations into an art which has the peace and fecurity ©f

4II. nations for its object,

* Cohorn^sjirjifyjcm Is entirely hke that ofPagan. The fcrmer
has only applied at every OrilUon a tower 'UJith cafemats, in order /#

defend the highfaces of th& hul'wark. •
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6rF THE STRONG PLACES, AND THEIPv DEFENCE BEFORE THE
INVENTION OF GUNPOWDER.

If fociety owes its origin to a defire of promoting the general

mtereft ; fo the defire of felfprefervation, has given rife to the art

of fortifying our abodes, and of fecuring ourfelves againft any

fudden attack. At firll: this art was very fimple indeed : all for-

tifications confiffed, perhaps of a ditch, provided with pallifadoes.

But as foon as the habitations of men became more confiderable

they were cbiiged to have recourfe to invention for fomething lefs

vulnerable. The care fo natural to every one, for the preferva-

tion of wives, children' and property, muft foon lead to the

means, how thi? great aim might beft be attained. They therefore

eiefled high walls, to the foot ofwhich they gave a fide defence by-

towers, which were ereded from diftance to diflan'ce ; and before

thofe wail they made a large deep ditch. \ Though this manner of

fortifying Was fimple yet it did not merit contempt ; if we confid-

er the times in which they were ufed, and the attacks then in ufd

which they were to reiifl:. At that time they had nothing to fear

for the foot of the Wall, as long as the ditch was not filled up.

In comparirvg this manner of fortifying with the modern o»e, we
muft particularly take this circumftance into confideration. The
great height of the v/alls and towers was therefore advantageous

to the befieged. T he towers, particularly the round ones, whicit

were ftrongly buih,forced the befiegers to attach themfelves to that

part of the wall which in courfe of time received the name of the

curtain. But from this caufe it wai that the battering rams were at

the front as well as at the flanks expofedto'the arrows of the be-

fieged. It therefore often happened tliat thofe enormous ma-

chines were ruined by the befieged, before they could efFed a-

breach

This forced the befiegers to ere<5l new machlnes,and their build-'

ing was connected with fo much lofs of time, and with fo many
difficulties, that many places had to be thankful to thofe wooden

towers fof not having been ruined. Not to reckon the difficulties

to which the building of thofe machines were fubje<5led, it requfred

infinite labour and pains to get them at the foot of the wall.

Ancient hiilory has handed down to us many examples of towri*j'

which have withftood the moft impetuous attacks, and the greatefl"

perfeverance to fubdue them. That renowned Carthagenean, tKe"

brave Hymilcan, who defended Lilibaca with fo much valour and'
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art, and converted all the befieging machines of the Romans into

^ heap of cinders, forced them at laft to raifs the fiege, and to'

blockade the town merely. . The fieges of Jeruflilem, of Tyrus,

Carthage, Numantia, Rhodus, and MarfeilleS will remain for ever

rnemorable in the annals of the hiftory of war on ac'coimt of the ob-

llinacy vrith which they were defended. Not to^ mention the fieges

of Troy, that of Veya deferves our whole attention, which town

\7as not conquered till after a fiege often years: and had not Ca-

millus conceived the lucky thought of making a fubterraneous paf-

fage from the Roman cam.p into the town as far as under the

Temple of Juno, the Romans would not have made themfelves

iftafters cff the place. When the Roman Confjl faw at the fiege

of Ambracia that he could cffe(fl: nothing with a vifible force ; he

took to the like fcheme of a fubterraneous parage. But as the

befie^ed gueiTed what was going foward; they made a large foffee

behind the wall oppofite tbe place where the befiegers were at

work ; and made from that ditch a gallery diredly towards the

gallery of the befiegers. Here one of the blodiefl combats en-

flied; atiaft the Rom.aris were forced to retire, as thebefieged had

fet fire to the wood of which tne Roman mine v/as compofed.

If therefore \7e read the hiftory of tlVat era v/ith attention, we

/hail be perfeftly convinced' of the goodnefs of the ancient manner

of fortifying ; for a thing Is good or bad fo far a" it promotes more

or lefs the defign which vre feek to attain ; and if thofe m.ethods of

fortifying often enabled the beileged, to delude every endeavour

of the befieger's (though the latter may have been far fuperior in

number to the former) wc mull do them judice, and give them

Our entire approbation^

We can on the contrary by no means oppore, that the forts

of the ancients had held out fo long fieges on account of the ig-

norance of the bcHegers, and that they cordufled their attacks

without courage. We have had In our times no fieges, '.vhere under

the walls of the forts had happened mere lively and more repeated

combats, than at the fieges which the ancients undertook; and,

Befides we can by no means compare the labours of the fieges of

the ancients with tiie works which our trenches and batteries re-

quire. Thcfe v/orks are fubje^t to a few rule? only which c^n be

underiloodby every one ; where, en the contrary, the buildings cf

thofe machines, and every thing requifite to put them in motion

prefuppofed great knowledge In him who ordered the work and

great abilities l.i the workmen. The grand f'C'^St of the BalliiT'-.

B h
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and Catapultae muft alfo be merely attributed to the mr.nner ofmak-
ing them, as we have not been able to give that power (elafticity)

to thcfe machines, which in our days have been made as an imi-

tation of the Bailifts and Catapultae. We therefore muft al-

low that the ancients have carried on their fieges with as much
art and fcience, as courage and refoJution, and as they ihowed
great perfeverance in their undertakings, it evinces, that walls,

which could refift all thofe powerful means, v. ere a manner of for-

tifying V- hich did not leave much to be wifhed for. How well

would it be if we could fay the fame of cur modern art 1 but it is

too true, that it has loft that afcendency over the art of attack.

Before the invention of gun powder, there was a fort of equil-

bre between ^ the attack and defence efforts ; and we may even

afTert that the defence often had an afcendency over the attack, if

we take into confideration the want of victuals, which often forced

the forts to furrender. But fmcc this epoch, or rather fince the

time of Marfhal de Vauban, the attack has gained fuch an afcenden-

cy and the defence is fo much negleded, that forts, can no more be

Gonfidered as forts ;* for the longeft fieges, which happened fince

the before mentioned epoch, did not laft longer than 40, 50, or

60 days,- after the opening of the trenches. Ryfiel one of the beft

forts in France, was defended in the year 1708 by a numerous
garrifon which performed prodigies of valour, yet this place, after

a fiege of t^'o months, was obliged to open its gates to the con-

querors. At four places there were breaches in the chief rampart;

and how many places are there which have held out a much
ftiorter time? Jth Is one of thofe forts which Marfoall de Vauban
has fortlfyed with the greateft attention. The engineer, who-
has kept a journal of that fiege afTures us, that Vauban had tak-

en the greateft care to give every line its moft advantageous length.

From the plan, we have of that fort, we fee, that according to the

fyftem he had laid down, he could do nothing better. In fpite

of all that, the fort held out but 1 3 days, when Vauban himfelf

bcfieged It in the year 1667. It is true that this general made
at this fiege the firft ufe of liis newly invented ricochet-batteries,

and that, by this m^ans, he fired at all the flices and flanks of the

attacked polygon In the length, by which the garrifon was forced

to quit the walls, and could therefore not fuiEciently oppofe the

* The iifarlurns morefiercely than ever ; and they ti'rhe 7nsfrom
Flandersy " that the tcjonsfall Me tiles in aform/''

Vol I. ofXilettre of Pope Clementi, XIV. (Ganganelli.)
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rapid udvancing cf the works of the bellegers. But it is true, that

the great efFeft of thefe ricochet-batteries ihows the weaknefs of

that manner of fortification.

At this..fiege the epocha happened, where the art to attack

forts attained the higheft degree of perfecrion. As at this fiege,

the place for the batteries of the befiegers was appointed on the

lengthening of the faces and flanks of the '.vorks ; fo the befkged,

could no more fecure their heavy arms againft the enemy's fire«

But if the guns of a befieged place are once filenced, the moft va-

liant garrifon can defer a capitulation but a few days.

This we have feen in the war in Flanders in the year i74T»

where the ftrongefi: places held out but 15 to 20 days, after the

opening o{ the trenches. The fiege of Namur lafted 7, and the

fiege of the caftles round it 6 days. Only the city of Eergen-op-

Zoom held out a fiege of 62 day. But he who knows the fitua-

tion of that place, mull naturally be aftonidied that it could be

conquered. If we examine clofely the plans of the attack on

Bergen-op-Zoom, which were publicly knov/n afterv/ards, VvC do

not find tv/o batteries which were made according to Vauban's

principles. The fire of the fort could therefore not be filenced«

How did it happen then that the garrifon who was fupported by a

whole army, to which victuals could be carried by land and by

water, funfered itfelf to be conquered ? This is one of thofe ex-

traordinary occurrences, which we mufl not take as a pattern in

like enterprizes ;
particularly if we fliould operate with the fame

degree of art and precaution as \vere exercifed at this fiege.

The defence cf Landau conduced by M. de Melac in the year

1702, is one of the finell v/e can ailedge. It deferves the

^reateft praife,as this valiant commander held out in that fmall place

a fiege of 82 days from the opening of the trenehes. Within the

compafs of a hundred years, this v/as the longeft fiege. The de-

fence of Garve in the year 1609, v/hich did fo much honour to

the marquis of Ufelles, lafted 40 days ; the defence of Dual by

M. d' Albergoti, as well as the defence of Aire by M. de Go-

briant in the year 1 7io.only 52days. It would be ufelefs to enter

into a more ample narration of fimilar examples.* It iswell known

that we dare not expect a longer refinance of the bed forts ; and

ihall by no means be ationillied, if we confider the g reat adran^

tages ^^ hich the modern methods of fortifying afford to the befie-

gers, wheteas, on the contrary they leave but few means to the

befieged. But as this important truth has never been looked upon in

an exact point of view,and as even thofe who endeavoured to improve

* Thefijcrt jitges of the prefent ivar confirm this.
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military artlchltccSture fell into the fame e rrors as their predeceflbrs,fo it

is necelTdry to place the advantages of thofe methods of fortifying',

'Which were made ufe of direflly after the invention of gunpowder,
3n a clear light; that we may convince ourfelves that we have not
improved it, and that we cannot come to a better manner of for-

tifying' if in future we do not proceed on other principles.

REMARK OF THE EPITOK.

IF we, among other gallant defences, confider the fiege of
Colbergin the year 1761, where that brave Pruffian commander,
Hayden, with a fmall garrifon, refifted a num.erous Ruffian army
by land, and a RuiTian ancj Swedifh fleet of feven and twenty
ftiips of the line, with a proportioned number of fmaller ones, by
fea, and deluded by his adivity and prudence every attempt of
the enemy, till after four months he was compelled by hunger to
fjrrender

; if we likewife take the gallant defence of Gibraltar from
July 1779 to .September 1782 in confideration, we {hall find, that
the aflertions of Montalembert, qf Virgin, and of others who pre-
tend that the art of defence did not keep equal pace with the art of
attack, will fuifer fome refutation. How many ftrong places would
never have been. taken, if the commander had eitHtr polTefTed fuffi-

cient fldll and adiivity, to delude the enemy's endeavours, or faith,

fulnefs enough not to Hlien to fecret propofals.^
'

.

If we^ allow even that few forts can at prefent refift the art of a
regular fiege, the query wiil be, whether the art ofattack has gain-
ed particular afcendancy over that of defence ; for in ancient times,
>yhen hardly any firong place could be taken; the art of attack
Vas behind that of defence; and it is therefore confpicuous, that
both thefe arts came then upon an equal fcale, as foon as the at-
tacks have been rendered fo that forts could be taken. Should
new methods of fortifying be invented, of fuch magnitude as to
defy any of the prefent artful attacks, then the latter is again be-
hind the former; fo that truth will ever remain indifputable, that
with every invention it will depend on the ildll, activity and faith-

fulnefs of the commander, to exercife with fuccefs thofe advan.
tages which art or nature has given for his defence.
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A Plan to inJiruB as <well the officer of horfe, as the private, in the

Jield-fervicey aud to give him, in time of peace, dij}inci notions, cf

g , every thing necejfary to be known in time of ivarj hy a diflingitjlied

* officer in the Pruffian fcrvice,

INTRODUCTION.

IT is necefTary, and Indeed among divers armies, Itisufual, in

time of peace to inflriift the troops, and exercife them in every

thing belonging to their duty in the field : but having often found

that the cavalry has been either too little, or not fufliciently In-

ftru6led; after I have arranged and opened my Ideas on the fub-

jeft, I will proceed to give fuch Inftrudtions, particularly to light-

horfemen, fiom the common man to the officer, that they may

have occafion to know, in every thing neceflary for them in the

field, point out to them the advantages of ground, teach them

how to make the bed ufe of it, and enable them to aft againft their

enemy, either In the day or night, as well ofFenfive as defenfive.

Patience Is the principal and fird thing I recommend to every

one, whofe duty it is to inftruift his fubordinates. The generality

of young men become timid byharlh treatment; when they com-

mit faults they lofe their zeal in the fervice, and, to avoid punifh-

ment, work as machines 5 not indulging their own good Ideas, be-

caufe they have not fufficient courage to addrefs their impatient,

ifurly, or proud commander on the fubjecl. I fhall have an op-

portunity to fay more hereafter upon this head : at prefent I will

begin with fhewing what I exped of a troop or fquadron, before

the men are Inftruded in field manoeuvres ; this fliall be, Indepen.

dent of Inftruaions for the private, the firft part of my plan.

The fecond Ihall contain Inftruflions for the fubaltern officer;

the third for the officer of higher rank. I write not as an author,

but as a foldier; my words are direded to military men, and I

wilh only to make myfelf intelligible to thofe I addrefs.

FrRST Part.—InflruBions for the Private.

Every building muft have its foundation ; each labourer muft

know his utenfils before he beg-ns to work ; more necefTary it is

in the bufinefs of a foldier, that he ffiould firft acquire a know-

ledge of his arms, and how to ufe them In his own defence ;
and

that he ffiould know how to unite and apply them to his advantage?

before we can exped him to ^di properly In the field.
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The private muH", confcquently, if he would be of fervice i«

tirae of war, be drilled and graduaJly infb iKf^ed. To this purpofe,

as I hcive already obferved, he fliould be well acquainted with his

arms, and know how to make ufe of them. He fliould firil learn

to ride well, to manage his horfe, and ufe his fword and piftol :

with effetfl:. T he light-horfe-man, particularly, where opportunity

offers, fliould pradife fwimming. He fliculd next knowperfedly

the evolutions, and manoeuvres in the exercife of the fauadron.

This is to be learned by the officer, as well as the private, for un-

lefs they know this, and its ufe pcrfeftly, they never can be very

ferviceable in the field. We mull not therefore fpend years mere-

ly in inftrudting them to make a good attack, and in forming the

fquadron v\ell, teaching them merely to tuheel and to break. W^e

muft give the men notions of real fervice in the field. This de-

pends much on th^ management of the time, and in the manner of

exercifing.

The greatefl: objeftion againft frequent exercife of the cavalry

H the neceffity of fparing their horfes. But it is the obje<5lion of

ihofe only who attend too much to trifles, talk much, but who
^ow not hov/ to make the befl ufe of time or ground, and who ne-

ver exercife with the necefTary ftri61nefs and accuracy. I have feen

them travel fall for fome miles to the place of exercife, and back

again in the fame manner, without any attention either to time or

ground ; then pity their horfes, and fay, tbey have been exercifed

three hours! But how? Has not time been v/afled? Can we not

in the march of two a brcait at lead, take care that the men ride

in order, and clofe, and that they do not avoid every puddle J

that they do not at one time trot, at another ^^alk; but continue

one pace, in order to ufe them to a good colnmn march r Can we
rot, where ground permits, march with a large front, form fquad-

rons, trot and break all together, according to circum/fan ces?
By this mode we iliould not be obliged to flay fo long upon the

place of exercife, and fliould return an hour fooner to quarters,

and the horfes would be in the liable. But if this is not done on

the pLice of exercife, it is confidercd as no exercife at all. Be-
fidcs, wc do not accuflom the men fufficiently to have their eyes

and ears on their commander; but merely preach to them, tell

them what they have to do, as they exercife one day after

another, teaching them by rotinc, as children are taught the alpha-

bet. It is this th^t makes the men not attentive to their employ;
they never acquire a thorough knowledge of their duty, but aft

like a piece of mechanifni, or like a clock when w:ound up, their
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f<xerelfe being always the fame, and ever explained to them be-

fore; whereas they fhould be taught to adt accoiding to theexfj^.

diency of time and place.

The recruit fliould certainly firft be infLiiKfted in the man-oai e:!i-

crcife, and proper^- difcipiined, but, this done, fach inftru^tiofis

fliould ceafe as foon as he is ran^d in the fquadron. And thoii^li

fome repetitions are neceiTary to thofe who in the fpring joi« thefif

regiments after fome time of abfcRce, yet it is likewife neceffiiy,

that he who is not attentive ihould feel it, and when the men are

once ufed to this way of infraction, there v/ili be fewer to 2'»uniili.

Why do we not on the march aifo, and from the place of ex-

ercife. wherever ground permits march with van and rear-guard,

and with fide-patrols ? Why do we not fearch the villages, hed<^«,

3cc. which lie in the wav? should a time be fixed for beina with

the fquadrcnon the place, this may be done on returning. In one

word, we may do a great deal without fatiguing men or horfes un-

neceffarily, if v e know only how to make the beft ufe of the

time.

In order to have, at every exercife the field fervice in vIcnv, to

give the men more adroitnefs, what the Pruffian's call appeL to iife

them to quick motions, and a prompt execution of their co^a-

mands; I think it fhould be done as follows :

SeU. I. Exercife fftould never be performed after or.e and the

fame way, whereby we only lofe time and fatigue the horfes ; tke

fquadrcn fhould receive infiradion only in that point vWiere it is

moR deficient. If they know not how to make a proper attack,

ve (liould begin by this: why fliould they fuil pafs bv in lines,

form and break ? If they cannot quickly ^(?,!t/6)'fr, or extend their

lines, which I fhould principally attend to, we may commence
with tliat.- even if nothing elfe fhould that day be done on the

place. In this manner we fliould have fufficient time, and the

horfes fufficiect fhength to inftru6t the ofiicers, as well as privates,.

in other things belonging to the field-fervicc.

To make the officer, as v/eli as the private, attentive, and to

ufe them to every quick and unforefeen motion ; the commandcj-

fhould fometimes, whilfl the fauadion is making a commanded
motion, lide to another platoon, and dired another motion. For

inflance, if he has given the words of command. Form thefquadrcn

,

fo that all are in motion, he m.ay ride to the iirfl: platoon, give the

word of command, thejirj} platoon ivith four to the right
;
go on,

trot with them to the right, command. Haltfront ; and give the

officer, who leads tlie troop, orders what further he is to do. Thf



200 MILITARY REPOSITORY.

other three platoons take no notice of this, but form the fquadron,

and wait for further orders. Or, during the attack, the comman-

der may order one platoon to halt, or to turn out of the line. In

tliis manner, the fquadron, attentive and ready, will be more expert,

and will, in occurrences before the enemy, know how to diredJ"

themfelves. Befides, in fuch ntptions, the ,commander fhould al-

ways ride near the platoon, and command diftindly ; the officer

who leads the platoon^ fhould take the command from him, and

goon repeating it. On the Contrary, if the.words of command

are given for the whole fquadron, no one fliould, but the comman-

der, open his mouth. If the fquadron is once ufed tp this, it will

become eafy, and be of great ufe in .real adion. All motions muft

be done backwards and forwards, thatis, if the fquadron, with four

is wheeled to the right,' they muft be able to wheel as well in pla-

toons, to form and break, and do every thing that is defired of

them : with one word,' the iirft line, whether in front or in rearjf

Ihould know readily how to execute every thin^.

SeSI. II. To make every thing to the men as eafy as poffible,'

they fhould not be harraflcd with many divificns. The fimple

peafant has fo little thought and judgment, that it is difficult to

make him underftand the nioft neceffary things; yet he fhall have

fometlmes four or five different divifions to ke^p in his head, and

rhake ufe of it at a proper time,- without confideration, directly

after the word of command. For example, ifl. He is in the

fourth platoon. 2d. By extending, be is No. 4,' 3d. In out-

flanking before the attack, when they are to trot to the point d(

vuc, he is No. 5. 4th. In difmounting, he is the fecond man.

(jth. If they are to wheel with four to the right, lie is perhaps the

firft, or othcrwife. Now I aflc, is this poor man not to be pitied,

and does he deferve to be punifhed when he fails ? It is'to be con-

sidered, whether the following two divifions are not fufficient for

all the abovementioned motions ; that is to fay, when the fquadron'

is divided into tv/o, I'/z. in half, and into quarter platoons ?

For example : Firil, if they are to make or extend a fmall

front in order to pafs a redoubt, a bridge, or other obflacle, I file

off with two. (N. B. as ufual out of each line) confequently",'

have four men in front, not being able to get with a larger front

tlirough fuch a paffage. If there is no obftacle, I file off always

with half, or quarter platoons. Secondly, if we have to trot to the

poini de vue, in order to out-flank : v^ hy eannot that be done with

half, or quarter platoons, as well <is with a fifth or a third ? If the

platoon be not too great, it is done with half platoons. Here
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t\\eh we wheel always with half platoons, fo thcit the fecond line,

is continually behind the fird: ; but not fo, if done as in the fecond

deploiement, where, ivith fottr to the right, the four men of the

fecond rank come always to the light of thofe of the fiiil hne^

confequently, they are eight in front. Thirdly, for difmounting

I v/ant no other divifion than by tv/o ; becaufe I can fay to the

men, which will anfwer the purpofer in difmoiinting one advance

andt^uo retreat, inftead of faying advance the foil: and third, and

retreat the fecond and fourth. Fourthly, if we are to wheel by

four to the right, it can always be done by h df and quarter pla-

toons. (N. B, If the platoon is Icfs than twelve files, we wheel

to the light by half platoons; in cafe it is above twelve, by quarter

platoons, becaufe three men. wheel as well, and indeed quicker

than four.) If ever I would allow another divifion in the fqua-

dron, it would be that of wheeling by three ; that, in cafe a part

of the fquadron is to difmoimt, to cover the paffage of a defile or a

bridge, the firit and third men difmcunt, and give their horfes to

the fecond; and in this the men muft be indrufted. The fubal-

tern of the wing of the platoon remains, if poffible, on his

hoffe, and he v/ho clofes tlie platoon difmounts.

Scdt. III. In garrifon the men muft be exercifed in faddling

and marching out, and mud: learn to make all kinds of forage-

bundles. To this end we may order th-e men fometimes to prepare

their faddles, and all belonging to them at a fixed hour, as it is

done in .camps. The ofhcers then go into their (tables, and

command the ijien to faddle their horfes in their prefence as quick

as pofTfole. No one fliould put on his faddle, till the ofHcer

is prefent, at which time, the whole (iable faddles togcth.er.

In order to make the men more attentive to.the fignals, a general

order fhould be given and never varied. If the alarm is given, by

trumpet and beat of drum/ the fquadron marches out with bag

and baggage;^- and eaeh brings his comrade's horfe, if his com-

rade is abfent, to the place of alarm ; but in cafe tiie found of

alarm is given only forexercife, the fquadron arm-cd and faddled,

with their arms quit the liable, but leave their comiade's horfes

behind. I make this diftindion, that the men may know direvfiiy,

whether there is an alarm in reality, or whether it be merely lor

exercife.

Of great utility it would be, if we could life the men more to

fgnals, that they may know from the found of the t^umpe^,

whether they are to advance, retreat, or draw to the right or
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left ; at ieaft the officers ought to know it. This is attended to

among many Prulhan regiments, particularly the Huflars.

If, in gairifon, food is received, a party fliould come to the

magazine in their undrefs, and make laddle, and baggage bun-

dles of their hay, anS ftraw in order to teach thofe men, v/ho

were never in a campaign. The liule fodder perhaps that is loft

by it, cannot be fo much injury to the horfes, as the advantage

arifing from the ufe of it will be in tfme of war<r

This is fhe general preparation. We will proceed now to a

mock engagement ; for this it is necefTary that the private fliould

learn well to flank.

Sea. IV. The flanker ipuft know how to ufe his arms well

particuiarly nis piftol; to apply his fliot, and to manage his horfe

properly.
' AH this he muil: learn v/hilft a recruit. It remains-

then to {how him hov/ he mufl draw the fire from his adverfary,

how to fave his own fire, and fecond his friend. To this end we

muft ufe the men, fo as that in flanking two are always together^

to fecond each other. If whole ^les are advanced in order ttf

flank, tv/o men from each file remaltf together, as folio vvs: the

flanker from the lirft line rides up within a piftol fliot of his enemy/

manages his horfe v/ell, and wheeling himfelf fo that his enemy

lliall be on his right, takes his m.ark, careful to fecure his own

fire till his adverfary has fired, or till he thinks himfelf fure of his

aim. If his adverfary £res firft, he fliould advance a few paces

more towards him, and then fife. As foon as the flanker from^

the fecond line, who ftiould always be eight or ten paces behind

the former, fees that the one before him has fired, he fhould ad-

vance haftily and do the fame : but the firft retreats immediately

behind him, and re-charges his piftol; he never, hovvTver, fhould*

ftand ftill, but be continually wheeling with his horfe, or ride up

and down. If thofe of the fecond line remark that any one of

his enemy's flankers ftand ftill, and is not attentive, they fhould

endeavour to' flioothim with their carbine; fo, if they can reach'

the enemy, the flankers of the fecond line, fliould fire at them

V ith their carbines, but never forget that they are to fecond their

foreman. Of courfe, we fliould particularly fhew the men how

to take aim with their carbines without quitting the bridle. When

thev fire with carbines, they mufl be always on the right of the

enemy, in order to be able to prefent with the left hand. If the

enemy's troop retreats, they fliould endeavour to come up with it,

as clofe as polTible, to be able to fire with efFe(51:; and muft keep to
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ihQ flanks, fo as not to be in the way of their own troop, in caie

that fnould mean to attack.

If the enemy retreats, fome of the flankers fliould join and rufh

upon the rear of the enemy, fliouting with fword in hand, or feem

as if they intended to cut into the. troop, in order to interrupt cr

force it to make front- and give their own troop an opportunity to

attack it with effed.

If it is necelTary to retreat, the flankers fhould always follow

their troop at a proper diftance, and never lofe fight of it, in cafi

twolines.of battle are formed. In this cafe, they always diaw

behind their troop through the fecond line, and not make front

again till their troop makes front. If the enemy fiiould attack us

daring the retreat, they fftouldbriildy fall on its flank, in order to

give their troop an opportunity of gaining tim.e to get into proper

pofitions. For all this, the men iliould, during their manceuvres,

he well Inftruaed. Of courfe, we fnould always, when they

make thefe manoeuvres, leave a fabaltern officer with them who

underftands the bufmefs well, and who can teach them hovv^ to

take the right point of time. If they fail, they {hould be punilh-

ed on the place of exerclfe- We cannot conceive what great utili-

ty, good flankers are of, in.the field, particularly in a retreat*
.1

Se8, V. This having been made intelligible to them, they are to

learn their bufmefs at the h£ad of the van and rear-guard, and that

of the lide patrols,. He who is at the head of the van guard fliculd

be very attentive to every thing ; as foon as he difcovers any thing

of the enemy, he is direcTcly to report it, each by communication

to the man behindhim, to the fubaltern, v/h.o leads the troop,

but he is himfelf, by no means to lofe fight^of the enemy. He

ftiould beforehand be inliruifledj: whether the. i^itention is to attack

or retreats This coniequently mull be determined at every ma-

noeuvre, in tkt latter cafe, he direftly draws back ilowly, bat-

obferviqg always the enemy's motion* Are they to attack, he

mufi: not run dire<flly up to the enemy, but v/ait the approach of

the Tubaltern's troop, then get up to the enemy as clofe as.

pofTible, and attack brillly. If it is not determined which troop

is to retreat (as we ihaiifee in the continuation), and as in war,

an attack is often changed into a retreat, the foremoil man retreats

fiowly, and w^aits for further orders, or condu(51:s himfelf accord-

ing to the motions of his troop. The lail: of the rear muft have

his eyes always backwards, to fee whether the enemy approaches

him in the rear, in which cafe, he dire6lly, if the enemy be at a

diftance, rauft give information. But fhould the enemy be within
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500 paces of him, he (hould fire, that his trcop may put itfeJf 11.1

a proper pofition.

" Tiie hde patrols Ihould learn properly to fearch mountains

hedges, plains, villages, and give information of every thing they

difcovei ; but there is a diiTercnce to be made betv/een feeking the

enemy to attack, or wifhing to get ilyly by; conftquently they

^ould be inftrudeci in both.

If we feek the enemy m order to ad oifenfivelv, the flankers

fliould ride quietly up a hill, and look round on all fides. If we
act on the defenhve only, they ihould afcend the hill flowly and

fiyly, and move flow when upon it, that from a diftance, they

may not eafily be difcovered. The fide-patrols alfo, fliould never

flray fo as to be cut off from their fquadron ; for inflance. if a

river, ditch, redoubt, or morafs is before them, they fhould never

go round it, fo as that fuch river, &c. fhould at any tim.e be be-

tween them and their fquadron, becaufe this river, &c. would co-

yer their fquadrcn from any unexpefced attack, they (hoidd at

fuch a pafTage draw towards their fquadron and pafs the place with

it. 1 have, to my great miOrtificsition, fecn a number of fubal-

terns and officers of higher rank thoughtlefsly foliov/ing one ano-

ther, and leaving moraffes, great ditches, and fuch like places,

betv/ccn them and their column—and v/hy ? becaufe they were

rot properly indrafled in thefe matters ; fp have I feen a quantity

of gun powder fred awa}^, during the exercife of a regiment, to

110 ufe, owing to the ignorance of the officers.

If any thing unexpefledly occurs to the fide-patrols, they

fiiould inflantly fire, in order to inform the fquadron as quick as

poffibie, of theprefence of the enem.y. One principle thing is, to

inflruft the men to be always on the look out after their fquadron,

£nd dired themfelves according to its march ; for it is impoflible

that the commander, (particularly in war) fliould be able to call

to his detached nien, and that if he finds it neccffary to alter his

march, they fliould, on feeing it, know how to a61:. In their ma-

ncEuvres they fliould be accudomed to this. In night-marches

they are to acft differently, here they are not to go fo far from their

troop, but that, if it is out of (jght, they may be within hearing;

in fhort the ear fliould in this cafe fupply the ufe ofthe eye. They

fnould ride cautioufly, often flop and lifcen, T^diether they hear

the noife either of men or horfes ; if they do, endeavour to draw

up to the noife as filent as poffible, examine it nearly, and give in-

telligence of the fame; ffiould any thing approach them before the

intelligence be given, they fliould inflantly nre and call out.
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They fliould early be taught, together, in fuch cafes, to retreat

to their fquadron, or dired their courfe another way, in order to

miflead the enemy.

Ifthey are firfl: difcovered by the enemy, it is their bufmefs net to

retreat, but ride oiF another wp.y, firing frequently, fo as to draw

' the enemy after them ; and thus give their fquadron an opportunity

to take its own meafares, and either fall on the flank or rear of

.the enemy.

They fhould be inftrucled in certain fignals that (liQuld govern

.
them in the dark, fuch as for example their leader's whiftling, or

! ftriking againft a tree, either of which may be heard at forae

I diftance, and which, by previous explanation, may dire5 them

how to a6t.

The men, in time of peaee, fnould be well inftrucTied, or in war

I

we never fhall have a good fide-patroi, and fhall unnecefliirily lofe

:
many a man. If it is not requifite to inftruft the men in night-

manoeuvres, in the dark ; we, at leaft, fhould do it in the day, and

explain to them every thing dilHnaly. Tli^y Ihould learn to pa-

trolthe villages, both in day and night, be taught how to feparate

themfelves among '

villages, hedges, and hollov\^ ways, &c, and

how to affift each other, fo that no place remains unfearched.

Seff. VI. Should a troop be detached, in order to reconnoitre,

the vanguard and fide-patroi fhould know how artfully to exammc

tlie pafTengers and country people they meet, and gain from them

fill the intelligence they can without difcovering their defign, and

if they find it necefTary, to take them before the commanding of-

ficer ; how to feize an inhabitant, and frighten him out of infor-

mation ; how they are to affifl each other in making difcoveries ;

that one fliould give his horfeto another to hold, whilfl he climbs

a tree, a precipice, or hill, or whilfl- he goes to the top of a houfe

or fteeple, in ofder to make a good look out ; how to creep up to

the fire of an enemy at night, or get near a houfe where any of

the party are, to obferve what fort of ti oops they are. If this is

not praaifed in time of peace, fo as to give the men a thorough

potion of it, and convince them tha^ they are prafticable things

;

it will be impoffible, in time of war, to get it done. When ad-

vancing to the enemy, the obflacles the men at fuch a time will

naturally anticipate, will prevent its being effeaually done. If

thefe things are praftifed in time of peace, and a fmall reward given

to fuch as are more expert than others, they will take a pleafure

in doing it, and in time of war, uiil do the fame, (even without

ordets,) and venture courageoufly irto the midft of danger, m
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hopes of meeting their commander's approbation. At lead, by

by fuch a praftice, an army will have men e:5cpert at this bulinefs,

at the commcement of a campaign.

They fhouldbe gi\'en to underftand, that this is more practicable

in real fervice, than at exercife ; as in the firft cafe, the enemy

will not be apprized of what they are going to do : whereas in the

laftj thofe againft whom their defigns are aimed, are aware of it.

Sei^. VII. The men fhould alfo be inftrucfled in every thing,

refpedlmg a field-guard j how to examine all who come to the

chain, and fuffer none either to pafs or repafs, moire particularly at

night, whom they do npt know, or who have rvot a paffport;.

how to give fignals to each other, and pafs the watch-word; how.

to ftop a trumpeter with difpatches, blindfold him, and condu6l.

him to the guard ; how to conduct themfelves in cafe they fee, at

a diftance, a great fire, a cloud of duft, a glittering of arms, or.

a body marching, or in cafe they hear a voice at night, how to.

draw up to it undifcovered, and make themfelves acquainted with .

•^vhat is pafling, before they give the alarm, and finally, how to,

condu<S themfelves in an enemy's approach.

Thefe are the things in which the privates fhould be principally^

infl:ru(5led, and which we fhould make to them very clear and in-

telligible. We will no\y proceed to the fubaltern.

Of infiruBicnsfor the Non-comniifjloned Officers,

SeS. I. It fhould be the chief viev/ cf the commanding officer

of a fquadron, particularly of light horfe, to have able, adive, and

well informed non-comraiilioned officers ; as in war they are often

left to themfelves, and employed in expedients which, though they

inay feera trifling, may, in facfr, be of the utmofJ: importance ; we
fhould endeavour, therefore, to form them in time of peace, and

improve their underflanding as much as poffible. For example,

they fhould b? accuflomed in private affairs to ad on commiffion,

in the difcharge of which, they fliould be exad and adroit ; by this

their abilities will be better known.

Sea, II. They fhould be able to read and write, that, in cafe

of neceffity, they may make their reports in writing. As foon as

they can give fome account of what they have done, viva vGce^

they fhould be accuflomed to do the fame in writing; and if they

cannot do it properly, they fhould be taught ; examples fhould be

laid before them to copy and f^udy. Men that teach them fhould

do it with patience, and point out v/here they err, with

temper.
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Care Should be taken that non-commiffioned, and even officers

M higher rank, fhould exprefs themfelves in their reports with

precifion, and notufe themfelves to vague and indefinite terms;

for inftance, they fhould not ufe the expreilions, on this part, or,

the other part ; or, if fpeaking of rivers, the right or the leftJJoore,

I have known great miftakes arife from fach undetermined ex-

preffions.

They fhould learn to make reports of the patrols, in writing?

and in teaching them this, we fhould ufe great patience, and go

on with them gradually. At lirft they fhould merely relate the

way they have taken. Here they fliould learn to determine what

ibrt of ground they pafTed ; whether fandy, ftony, hilly, or boggy

;

how and were it changed ; whether they paffed bridges or defies.,

and where and with how large bodies they could be pafied. Vv^he-

ther the river could be forded or not ; v.hether the bridge is of

ftone or wood. By this they will know the way, and be certairi

of making true reports.

' If, for example, a manoeuvre is made to reconnoitre the enem.y,

we fhould ufe them to defcribe its pofition ; that is to fay, where

they found the enemy ; hov/ (trcng they are ; v/hat fort of troops

they confill of; and how and from v/hat fide they approached.

Here again they muft be very explicit, and not fay, " I marched

by on the other fide of the village, and the field-guard v/as at the

tower part of it ;" but " I had the village on my left, and the fleld-

- guard being at the end of the villag-e, the village v/as on its right

flank.'* We fhould, if poffible. teach them to write down their

own movements, and thofe alfo of the enemy ; viz. in v/hat manner

and with how many troops, the enemy made the r.ttack or retreat-

ed ; how they conduced themfelves in the bufmcfs ; hov\^ tliey

followed the enem^^, in v. hat pofition, and why they did not pur-

fue them further.

Few non-commiilioned officers will have cccafion to put this in

pra6lice ; but if fome of them only are equal to the tail^, fhouli

there be occafion fo to employ them, the commanding oincer has

{t in his power. How often does it happen in war, that an eiticsr

is fent out on a dangerous patrol, to reconnoitre ; or on a bufinef'

which requires chofen men ; and how glad v/oald fuch ofncer bs

to have Itich ferjeants and privates with him, on whofe prudene;

and experience he can rely ? I will here m.entiou a circumftanc"

which happened to me in the campaign of 1 758. I went out on ?.

command, and was cut off from my corps, and had neither money

or vi(5tuals for man or horfe. Not being able to learn an>*' thing
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of die corps I belonged to, which had taken another route, on

account of the enemy's approach ; I drew up to one of our fortsj*

in order to procure intelligence of the enemy's pofition and ours,

and, at the fame time, to get money, and provifions ; but the

commanding officer refafed both, and would fcarce allow me to

take quarters in a village under his cannons, and could give me

no further intelligence, than that he fuppofed Lieutenant Gene-

ral, , was with liis corps about four miles off. I wrote there-

fore to this general, fent a ferjeant, with two well mounted men,

whom 1 dire6ted v^ hich way to take, and inflrudled him in th^

manner in which he might get through to the place I fent him.

He fucceeded, and the general, who, indeed, was no friend to the

cavalry was aftonifhed at it. He defired the ferjeant to point out

to him on the map, the way he had taken, and how he had

crept by unnoticed. The ferjeant having given fuch an account*

ilndfuch a defcription of the environs, as highly, pleafed him, he

made him a prefent, and gave him inftrudtions which way to re-

turn. I received a fuitable anfwer, and every thing I wanted;

was quartered in the fuburbs of the fort, and joined our corps f^-X

days after.

This is a proof that a clever ferjeant or corporal with four or

fix men, n^ay make his way every where; whilft an officer, with.

30 or 40 horfes, perhaps dare not venture.

An officer would be very badly off, who with a troop of 30 or

40 horfes, is appointed to a command, and in which he has fome-

thlncT to rifle, and in cafe of neceffity, mufi: add force to craft,

if he had not at lead one non-ccmmilTioned officer with him, on

whom he could rely, and to whom in a cafe of urgency he could

tell his fecret, and who might fhare with him in the danger.

How frequently does it occur, that on fuch expeditions, we a:re

obliged to open our way back with fword in hand. Should the

officer be killed or taken ptifoner, who is to make the report

to the general ? Or fuppofe I was gone with a party to the rear
|

of the enemy, and had detached feveral troops commanded by

ferjeants and officers, of higher rank, further into the country

;

with orders to (hew themfelves every where, to' deceive and alarm'

the people, in order to make them believe that we were as ftrong

again as we were ; that they might carry fuch a falfe report to

their army, and thus difquiet them, and make them take another

pofition ; or perhaps induce them to detach a force ten tines

flronger than mine againlt me, from which our army might draw

good advantag'es : if this v/asto happen, and I had only fuch noo-
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CQiriralffioned officers under me as knew nothing of the fervice,

and were not able to make a report, how could I rely on them,

and how could they give me a proper account of what they did,

or of what they knew of the enemy? I know no greater misfor-

tune can befal an oi5cer on.acommind, than that of havinT none

but blockheads as fubalterns with hina. It is a principal thipg

then in the cavalry, that non-com.Taflioned officers fbould be in-

llru(9-ed in time of peace, fo as to acqinre knowledge and con-

fideration.

4^.^^?. III. H01V to i?ijlru6l I 'cn-commlff.or.ed Officers in a Campaign.

It will feldom occur, that a non-comm.iffioned officer will be left

to place his field-guard according to his own plan; for fuch field-

guards are commonly detached from a larger body, or are at leafl

placed by an officer of higher rank; in which cafe they receive,

their orders, and their pofts are fixed; yet there is flill a oood

deal left to their own conildcration.
, A non-cammifTioned officer^

therefore, fiiould know how to infpedl his «y/Vf//(fj- properly, that

they may give him good intelligence of all they hear and fee

He fhould be able, to tell them how they are to detain every one

that comes towards, them ; how they are at night alternately to

ride backwards and forwards for forae hundred paces, and lifien

whether they hear a
.
noife or any thing approaching them ; how

they are to call to the patrol, and how difpatch them. . To this

end he mufi: give them the patrol or v/atch-word diftin^lly, and fo

as that they fhall imderfland It; and to make them ready at this,

he fhould himfelf ride forwards fo as to be fpoke to, and that the

watch-word may be demanded of. him.

In the campaign of 1761, I was very nearly being killed by-

one of my own men : the non-commiffioned officer having given

him a wrong watch-word., . As the circumflance applies fo ciofely

to this fubjecl, I will relate it..,

.The regiment was ported in three villages; it v/as not half com-

plete, having only feven non-commifTioned officers fit for fervlce,

who were chiefly on command and patrols ; of courfe thefe only

had the field-guards, and as I was in the village near the field-gMarc.

I had the charge of vifiting them, and Inflrufting and difpatching

the pratrols. Having once reached the indette of a corporal.,

and let him puq^ofely call out tv\ ice, he demanded the watch-

word; and on my giving it in his opinion wrong, he advanced and

fired. I then called to him, and., he knov/ing me by my voic;:;

D d
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carae up to me. I examined him and took him with me to the

troop. He had received the watch-v/ord in writing, and (hewed

me the paper, but the misfortune was, he could not read ; and

had given out the word Cajfimir as the watch-word, inftcad of

C'lrrighii. I give this as a proof of the neccffity of ferjeants and
corporals being better informed.

THE SEVEN YEAR3 WAR IN GERMANY.

{^Continued from page 131.)

X HE immediate refult of that lofs was the railing of the fiege

of Olmutz. This was executed by field mar fh a] Keith with the

utmoft prudence and precaution, fo that he brought away unmoleft-

ed all the ammunition, all the v aggons with provifions, and e-^en

the fick, only 30 of the v/eakeft were left to the generofity of the

enemy.

Frederic again revealed his fatal fituation to his generals in a

fpeech, wherein he declared great confidence in the bravery of his

troops, hoping they would conquer the enemy, though they fhould

be ported on the higheft mountains or buried within batteries.

Baun wanted to block up the king's retreat into Sllefia, occupying

all the pafies that led thither from Moravia, thinking already to

have taken the king priibner. But Frederic turned fuddenly,

taking his march not to Silefia but to Bohemia, dividing his army
into feparate corps ; and thus he arrived, after having furmounted
the greateft difficulties, in thofe pathlefs mountains and at laft in

Silefia by the way of Glatz, after many hot fiiirmifhes. Keith
covered the artillery of the fiege, and about 4000 waggons. This
immenfe train aifo pafied fafely the high mountains and a chain of
denies, though the enemy purfued them. The offenfive war
againfl the Aufhians was for the prefent at an" end, for the Ruf-
fians having penetrated to the center of his dominions, called

for the mort fpcedy meafurcs to repel them.

They had already at the beginning of the year returned to Pral
fia under the command of general Fermor, and finding the king-

dom void of troops they took pofibfiion of it without a ihot.

Fermor made a triumphal entry into Konigfburg, trumpets and'

kettle-drums were heard ^\ day long from off die church fteeples.
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The inhabitants, bearing in mind the former crueUies of the R-uf-

fians, fapplicated thfi prote6lion ofthe cmprefs. The general's anf-

fwer is remarkable. He faid : " It is foitunate for you, ;entlemen,

that my moft gracious monarch has taken poiTeiT.on of 'b • kingdom,

you will be happy under her rnild fceptre and I will take cere to lup„

port in their former cou.rfe all regulations, which I find perfeif^ly

good, and admitting of no amendment.'* Ke immediate' y dif-

patched a courier to Peterfberg with die keys of the city, and gave

audience to the nobility ; after that, pompous entertairments fol-

lowed. From that period the Rufiians confidered the kingdom cf

Pruflia as their property, which they would peacably keep ; and it

muft be conferred, that they treated it uith exemplary forbearance

during the remainder of the war.

The members of all the royal colleges were obliged to fvvear

allegiance in the church, to do nothing contraiy to the intereft of

the emprefs of Ruilia, either public or private. The Cck members
took their oaths at their dwelling-houfes. The confijflory received

orders to pray in the churches for the emprefs, and a form of pray-

er was added. At lad: the nobility as well as the citizens were
forced to fwear allegiance in the churches appointed for that pur-

pofe. Rufiian officers conducied them thither, and prefided at

the ceremony. The RufSan court feafl-days were publlflied to

be celebrated with devotion and cefTation of labour, and every

meafure taken to prefervCj uninterrupted, the commerce, the

pofts, and other regulations of public utility.

The Ruffians obtained at Konigfberg and Piilau 88 iron cannon,

with a confiderable quantity of balls and bombs, likev/ife feveral

hundred barrels of powder, Neyer was a kingdom eafier con-

quered than PruITia, and never barbarous foldiers condufted them-

felves with mpre lucderation. The court of Vienna, to reward
this unccntefted conqueft, created Fermor a count of the empire,

and the Ruffian monarch confirmed all his regulations.

The Inhabitants of Pruflia, by this unexpefled moderation,

feemed to forget their king, and fubmitted quietly to the yoke of

his enemies. At Koniglberg, efpecially, more was done thaa

required. On the 2 [ft of February (the birth-day of the prince

of the crown) they illuminated the city, difplayed fireworks, and
the univerfity afeed leave to read a public oration on that occafion.

Such Illuminations, at the expence of the people of Konigfberg,

and other pompous fliews, were uf^al at the Pvuffian court-feafis

;

and though poHcy had a greater (liare than choice In thofe doing?,

yet Frederic could not forget tirat behaviour, and he never after^
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wards fet his foot in his kingdom of Praffia. Every thing went

on quietly^. The adminiuration of all the branches of govern-

ment was continued without alteration. The revenues fell to the

conquerors. However, the chiefs of the departments, as in Sax-

ony, found means to give to their monarch effsdual proofs of

their loyalty and zeal. This remained a fecret to the Ruffians.

Fermor at laft quitted Pruffia with his army, which was fapplicd

with provifion on 20,ceo (ledges, taking his march towards Pome-

rania and the Mark. But the conquerors, v/ere not, as in Pruf-

fia, retrained hy fuperior orders, and therefore purfucd their laft

year's- pra^Iide, by marking their footftep's in thefe unfortunate

provinces with fire and blood.

The army of Dohna before the arrival of the Ruffians had dri-

ven the Swedes Into a nairov/ compafs, and kept even Stralfuni

blockaded. But thefe advantages were foon fruftra-ted at the ap-

proach of this enemy. The operations of that army were much

retarded by the transport? of proviiion and the eftablifhing of ma-

gazines. It was not fdficicnt'for' the 'Ruffians to be rnafters of the

Weichfel ; they'af)'ired to be mafters of the Warthe alfo. They
took pofTeffion of Pofen, the capitll of Great Poland, of Elbing,

and Thorn. Even D.mzig they wanted to occupy and to edablifa

there the magazines, but they fiiled. The inhabitants of that

place, being then very much concerned for Pruffia, declared them-

felves formally againft this deiign, to deliver up their outv/orks Id

the Ruffians ; and they made preparation's to repel them by force in

Cafe of neceffity. HowcverjTt did not come to that. The Ruf

(ians had no time to lofe. llieir view was direcfted to the interior

part of the Pruffi;-m dates, whither Termor diieded his march.

He' cj^iteted Fomerania and the Nev/ Mark with 8o,oco men^ and

befieged- Cuftrin, which Dohna could not prevent with his fmall

army. The fyftera of thefe troops was fire and deftru^tion, after

the manner of barbarous hord?. The unfortunate town was the

very firft day reduced to a heap of afhes, and a large magaziije

deftroyed. The inhabitants, beteft of every thing, had fcarcely

time to fave their miferabic lives. They fled acrofs the Oder, and

beheld with grief the fmoke afccnding to the clouds from the fire

which confumed their all. Many inhabitants of the adjacent

country, and fome from a greater diflance, had brought their moft

valuable effects into that fort, to five them from the rapacity of

theCoficks; fo that an aflonifliing quantity, of great value, was

confumed by the fliimes. Ihe enemy's defign was that the inha-.
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bitants (hould prefcrve nothing ; for they continued throwing red

|iot grenades, when the fire had already raged in every corner of

the place. Towards evening they ceafed the fruitlefs bombardment.

Fermor himfelf gave orders to throw the remainder of the grenades

into the city, faying, " they would not be wanted any more this

campaign, but the cannon balls (hould be referved for the battle."

After five days the commandant was, for the firft time, fummoned

to fuirender, becaufe it now and then came into the head of tlie

Ruffian general to aft in the ftile of .civilized nations: and even

that fummons denotes the favage. He threatened with a ftortn, and

.

to put the whole garrifon to the fword, if the fort was not imme-

diately furrendered. The commandant anfwered, " the city, it is

true, is no more than a heap of ftones; the magazines are burn-

ed ; but the fort is (till in the beft (late, and the garrifon h^s fuf-

fered nothing: I fiiall therefore defend myfelf to the lad man."

He defended himfelf upon the heap of rubbifli, but without ihev/-

ing much fldll. The king, to whom he aftei wards made an excufe,

anfwered: " It is my fauk; why did I make you a commander? i

The threatened ftorm of Cuftrin, however, did not take place

;

for the approach of the king engaged all the attention of the Ruf-

fians. Dohna came to the affiilance of this narrowly enclofed

fortification before the king's arrival, and opened thereby a com-

munication, To that the garrifon could condantly be relieved.

The king had left the greateft part of his army in Silefri : he

jtook but 14,000 men, and began with them a very forced march.

This fmail army burned with a defire to be revenged of an ene-

my whom they had never feen ; but w'hofe cruelties anddevafla-

tions, well known by report, called for itreams of blood. Their

courage increafed when they fet foot on provinces where they faw

nothing but ruins and afhes flill fraoking. So great was the devaf-

tation, that they could hardly diftinguilh their native country.

All fatigues were defpifcd. I'hey drank, in this fultry time of

the year, the water out of ftanding pools. In twenty four days

Frederic ended a march of 60 German miles (300 Englilh), ar-

rived the2ift of Auguft near Cuftrin, and joined the army of

Dohna. He pafTed the Oder at a place where it was hot expefted.

Termor's defigns were now totally fruftrated. The liege of Cuf-

trin was raifed. Both armies approached each other, and prepa-

red for battle. Perhaps, there riever was an army that wilhed

more for a battle than did thatof the Prufiians this time. The

daemon of war feemed to have infpired them. Frederic himfelf,

moved to compaffion by the numberlefs heaps of ruins, and the
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fugititres wa^lderIn^ about deprircd of every thing, f^raot every
paffion 'but that of rerenge. He gnve orders tbat no" quarter's
Jiu^uid be given to the Ruilians. Every preparation was made to
cut off the retreat of the enemy, and to drive them into the mo-
/afs along the Oder. Even the bridges, which might im-e favour-
cd their i],ght, were burnt down. This the Ruffians learned juft
as the battle commenced: « The Pruffians give no quarters.-
•^ Neither will we," was the echo of the Ruffians.

Frederic's fituation was again def|;cratc, and^very thina depen-
i^i on the event of a battle. The enemy w^re on the point to
^nite and to cut him off from the Jilbe and the Oder. The
French and tJie troops of the empire were on their march "to Sax-
ony, #e^r Daun had likewiie marched u^ith the main army of
ih^ A^^9^. The Swedes, having now no enemy before them,
proceG,4€^ awards Berlin, v/hich is not fortified; and, above all
the Ruffians, who had "DESTRUCTION- for \heir motto

'

were in the lieart of his f^ates.
'

The «ell,meditated difpofitlon of Frederic', army was not onir
direfted to a vidory, but to the total annihUation of the eremv'
army, referving to himfelf, however, a retreat towards Cuftrin
jn caTe of a misfortune. This gieat batUe was fov-^ht tbe -

-th of
Auguft, near Zorndo.f. The RufT.ans were jo.ocq and the
Pruffians -,o,=oo ftrong; the latter began the attaek witi> a liveV
cannon fne. The portion of the Rv.Sans was a bulky fquare.nkdm the s'ars agolnihhe Turks, in the midft whereof was their
cavalry, then- baggage, and the referve corps. The cannon-balls
had a tcrru>!c effcft on the Suffian n.afs cf n,en fo badly polledBy one cannon-ball 42 men of a grenadier regiment were hrown.own

;
they created befides a horrid cor„a.fio„ among the baggaoehe horfes ran away w.th their waggons, and broke throu.f ttranks fo tl,at they were obliged to clear the f,„are from ^Ht ncum ranee. Meanwhile the Pruflian left wingldvanced fjt !ly that they expofed a ilank. This cncumftariee the Ruffiancavah-y m.H!e ufe of to penetrate into the Pruffian infa ;,t"d.eatfevera! battahons out of the field. Fcrmor who tho^ oht a^

.outs of viaory Lt the Ru^alTLtJ:: ^^^^ ^i: \ re^

n^^^r R,wr J • • ,

^fui'ian cavalry and overturned th?
>

*w.^ uicm bac;v on tneir own mfantry. A
t

no-
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ther body of Prufiian horfe attacked the Ruffian infantry fat ioafly;

they cut down without mercy whatever their Avords could reach.

Some regiments of PrufTian dragoons, not reftrained by the fire

that raged ia the village of Zorndorf, rode .through the mictfc of

the flames to^varcl3 the Ruffians ; and Seidiitz, who by that time had

quite done with the enemy's cavalry, followed this irevvT road to

viiStory, The Ruihan infantry was now attacked on all fides irf

the flank in the front and rear, and dreadful ivas the carnage.

Thcfe warriors prefented to the Pruflians fcenes of battle, they

never faw before. After having fpent all their fliot, they ftood^

in their ranks like ftatues. However here it was not valour, wor«

thy of admiration, arifmg from ambition or partriotifm maintain

their poft to the lad: moment ; for they did not defer ^t!^?fefelves

at all. It was a kind of ftubborn infcnfibiiity to fufleV fh'enifelv€!j

to be killed where they flood. If whole lines were flretched ta

the ground, new ones appeared, feeraingly v>^ifliing to be difpatched

in the fame manner. It was eafier to kill them than to put them

to flight. Even a fliot threugh the body was not luflicient to

bring them to the ground. The Pruffians had therefore nothing to

do but (laughter ail that v/ould not give way. The whole right

wing of the Ruffians was partly cut to pieces, partly driven into the

morafi. A number of the fugitives came araongfl the baggage ;

the waggons ofthefutlers were plundered, and the brandy fwal-

lowed with brutality. In vain did the Ruffian officers break the

cafl<s. the foldiers threw themfelves in full length on the ground ta

fip their favourite lic^uor out of the dai>. Many vomited out their

fouls, others maffacreed their own officers, whole crouds ran raving

about the field, without any attention to the calls of their com-

manders.

Such was the ftate of things on the right wing of the Ruffians,

It was noon. On the left wing little N^as done hitherto ; but now

the Pruffians attacked it likewife: however, the regiments that

might have put the feai on the already gained viiflory, did not

fhew their ufual valour. They forgot the fame of the Prufiiaii

name; they loft their (trength in the moft decifive moment; and

fell back, in theprefence of their king, before the weakened ani

already half-beaten enemy. The diforder was great, and all th.e

valiant adions of the Pruffian left wing feemed to be loft, when

Seydlitz came flying with his cavaliy from the ^idorious wing,

advanced into the opening that was made by the retreating in*^kn-

ry ; held out a very heavy mufeet and grape-ffiot iire; and theii

broke in, net only upoE the Ruff.an cavalry, but alio upon th^t
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part of the infantry which had kept ground, and drove the adfarjl
ced enemy, who had already gained fome batteries, into the mo-
rafs. This grand manoeuvre of the cavalry was excellently fup-
ported by the flower of the Pruffian infantry, confifting of the
regiments. Prince of Pruilia, Forcado, Kalkftein, Alfeburg,
and feveral grenadier, battallions, all troops which the king had
brought with him. Thofe veterans had, v ithout regard to the bat-
talKons that were retreating near them, conftantly been advancing,
and with the cavalry fell on the Ruffian infantry with fixgd bayo-
i?ets. 1 lie firing ceafed every where; ammunition began to fail -

bud-ends of guns, bayonets, and fwords, were now the weapons
wherewith they were beating and pufhing about each other/
The animofity was on both fides beyond expreffion. The Pruf-.
fians, grievoufly wounded, forgot their own prefervation, and
were thinking only on the murder of their enemies. '1 he Ruf-
fians did the fame. One was found mortally wounded lying uporr
a dying Pruffian, gnawing him with his teeth: The Pruffian,

^ruggling with death, and unable to move, v.as forced to fuffer

that gnawing, till one of his comrades came and perforated the
cannibaL

Ihe regiments of Forcade and Prince ©f Pruffia fell upon the
Ruffian baggage and the military chefts, of which they took the
greateft part. The total weaknefs cf both parties, and night break-
ing in, put at laft an endto the /laughter : only the CofFacks wer^
fwarming about the field of battle, killing the defencelcfs wounded.
Both armies remained during the night under arms. The Ruf-
fians were in the rnoft dt eadful confufion ; all theif troops were
like a confufed chaos. They would have willingly yielded to the
Pruffiians the honour of the vidory, had not their retreat been
blocked up, the bridges over the rivers having all been deftroyed.
In this diforder general Fermor demanded, on the very evening
of the battle, a truce of two or three days. His pretext was tht
burial of the dead. 1 o this extraordinary demand general
Dohna replied, " Since the king my mafler has gained the battl^,

by his command the dead will be buried, and the wounded taken
care of;'' giving him thereby to underftand, that a ceifation of
hoftilities was a very uncommon thing after a battle. The fol-

lowing day nothing happened but cannonading. The king thought
to renew the battle formally: but want of ammunition among the
infantry, and the great fatigue of the cavalry, who had fought
with the utraoft exertion of their itrength, made neceflkrily an
end of the battle, and afforded the Ruffians an opportunity of
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extricating themfelves from the labyrinth in which they were in-

volved. They retired by the way of Landfberg upon the Warthe.
This defeat coft them 19,000 killed and wounded, befides qoco
prifoners, 103 cannons, many colours, their military chefl:, and
a quantity of baggage. The PruiTians had 10,000 killed and

wounded, and 1400 piifoners or miifing; they like wife had loft

26 cannons by the giving way of their right wing.

This fmall number of cannon, the few prifoners, and the cir-

cumftance that part of the Ruilian army in fcattered crouds had

remained on the field of battle, induced the Ruffians to afcribe to

themfelves the vicftory. The Ruffian general Panin, was however

honeft enough to fay," we have, it is true maintained the field of bat-

tle, butithasbeenby thofethatwereflaughtered, wounded, andintox-

icated. Notwithdanding it \va.s Fermorhimfeifjwho lolicited permif-

fion to bury the dead,he fent couriers vvith the news of the victory

to all the courts 'and armies of the allies. Never was more ufe

made of martial bravados than in the feven years war ; but the

Pruffians defpifed fuch tricks. If they were really beaten they

owned it freely, with the fure confidence to repair the loiTes by

future exploits. That was the fsntiment of Frederic, and of

all the leaders of his aimies^. They left it to the conquered, to

amufe themfelves with imaginations and falie accounts ; and made

good ufe of the victory. The king, niafter of the field of battle

near Zorndorf,purfued his fiying enemies to Ludfbcrg. He was

fo convinced of their prefent impotence that he ordered them to

be obferved only by a part of his army under the command of general

Dohna : he detached again a corps againll: the Swedes, and vv'itU

the remainder of his army he m.arched to Saxony, where his pre-

fence was highly necefiTary.

The king was generous enough to acknowledge the extraordi-

nary merit of general Seidlitz ; he declared publicly, that the

battle was won by that general. He however, was not fparing

of his own perfon, having entered fo far among the Ruffian fire

that ail his adjutants and pages around him v/ere either killed or

wounded.

The enormities committed by tlie Ruffians being ftill in the m.e.

mory of the Pruff.an foldiers and peafants, flipprefTed in them, for

a fhort time every feeling of humanity, fo that many laying wound-

ed and helplefs on the field, were, together w^ith the dead bodies,

thrown into one hole and buried alive. Thefe unfortuniLte

wretches endeavoured in vain to crawl from under the dead j other

E e
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corpswere thrown upon them, which foon prevented their feeble

motions.

In the mean t'mc the Auftrians did all in their power to make

good ufe of the king's abfencc. They now were able to a(5l of-

tenrivel}^ and from the fuperiority of their numbers they had to

expeft the moft brilliant f.iccefs-. Every thing depended on a

quick execution. In Silefia there were, an account of the num-

ber of fortreffes and occupied pofts, many obftaeles in their way,

the removal of which required time. In Saxony they expecled,.

to gather laurels eafier. The v hole army of Daun was there, and

the duke ofDeux- Fonts had alio arrived in Saxony with the army

of the Empite. '1 he lofs of that coui^try, fo ufeful to the Pruf-

fians, feemed to be inevitable. Prince Henry of Pruffia, vho

covered the country with a fmall army, was compelled to yield to

fuperiority of numbers, and to retire to Drefden. Daun's plan

was to take this royal refidence, and to annihilate the Pruflians or

at leafl to drive them out of Saxonv, ynd to cut off the king from

the river Elbe. The execution of all this depended on detaining;

that formidable general long enough in his own dom.inions. Daun
therefore, in a letter warned general Ferraor, not to enter into an

engagement with the king, a cunning enemy, whom he did not knovv^-

yet, advifmg him at the fame time to a6t rather on the defenfive till

:iaxony vvas freed from the PruiTiatiS, Tlie courier with that let-

ter fell into the Ling's hands ; vvflio after the battle of Zorndorf,

fcnt in Fermoi's name to Daun the following anfwer :
*• You have

reafjn to warn general Fermor to take care of a cunning enemy,

whoip you knov/ better than him; for he Rood his ground and was

beaten."

Prince Henry, relying on Frederic's aflivity, endeav-

oured to maintain, by divers operations his poil againft the nume-

rous enemies, and, he fucceeded. The troops of the Empire be-

fjcged the. fort of Sonnenflein. The Pruilian commandant lo/l

courage, a/ld furrcndcrcd the place v/ith 14CC rnen. Daun made

a trial of taking Drefden. He approached that refidence, which

was v^eakly ganifoncd, and not fliongly fortified. But the pru-

dence and refolution of the commandant count vSmettau, made up

fhofe deficencics. He made arrangements for burning the

mannificcnt fubuibs, where tiie houfes are fix and fevcn (lories

high, and pi-cjcd over the ran.parts. This defign put the

count and the' whole city in the grcatell conflernation : An uni.

veifd lam^tat ion look place, v. hen the Pruflians began filling

he houfes with combuft ibles. Smcttau allcdged neceflity and hi?
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QiTty to defend himfelf. He declared that the Saxons could nor.

expedt of him as the enemies of hi? king^ any confideratlon far

their royal refidence, whiil: their allies designedly did the" fame.
Daun, threatened to avenge in the moll: barbarous manner the bur.

ning of the fuburos ; and after taking the place, never to give

cuarter to any PiuiTian. Smettau in his turn declared to defend

himfelf from flreet to Itreet, to make the royal palace his lafl: caf-

tle, and to bury himfelf under its ruins. He refolved to carry a

quantity of gunpo^vder into the palace, to aiTemble there by force

the nobility and the firfl: men of the court, and then in the apart-

ment of the Eledloral prince, in the midii of the dejefted royal

family, to expe6l:- the final enterprifes of the enemy. Such a m-r-

nace, uncertain-! as its execution might have been, was too well

meditated, and fo congenial to the circumftances, that the effed:

could not fail.. Daun relinquiiTaed his intention upon r/iefdeiij

and Smettau left tlie Riburbs undifiurbed. The combaP.ibles were

taflen oat of the houfcs, and the inhabitants became quieted.

The -enormous fiipericrity of the Aufhians and troops of tlie

Empire, however, difpofed the allies to new and isiportant plans

They intended to farround prince Henry, attack him at once in

front and in rear, and to annihilate his army. The generab c:

the different armies, already had conference en the projecfr, and

meaiures for its execution were taken, \vhen the thundering ix)ord

;

Frederic is drawing near \ defeated all at once the v/hole plan.

He arrived and formed a junction with prince Henry. His defire

was immediately to come to a battle, in order to drive the Auftri-

ans into Bohemia, and' then to march to the alliliance of Silefii^,

which being but weakly provided with troops was in great danger.

The enemies levied. contributions in that province and befieged at

once the forts of Nelfe and Coiel. General Fouquet ilood intren-

ched with a body of four thoufand Pruffians near Landfnut. He
could throv/ difficulties in the way of the enemy, but could net

prevent their operarions. Daun carefully avoided a batttle en-

deavouring to protraft Frederic's march to Silefa by well polled

corps. His camp near Stolpen was one of the ilrongefl: in Saxo-

ny. It was upon deep hills, covered by ditches, moraffes, for-

cfls and ravines. The general as well as hio troops were coura-

geous, in good fpirits and devout." On account of the imagined

ricf^ory of their allies near Zorndorf theyftng theTi? Z)f/^r/accompa-

pled by martial mufic, and the firing of cannon and fmali arnxs-

Thofe among them, however,that were net void ofreafonj doubted

that viaory, which was (ufficiently refuted by the arrival of th-'j



520 MILITARY REPOSITORY.

Hht and the alteiation in ail their preat plans. Several x^uHriajj
o _

•
,

ox
cor^:'S were driven from their polls, and /Icirmifiies became frequent.

The way to Silefia became open, but Daun remained unmoveable

in his camp. Neverthelefs the king did not lofe the hopes of dri-

vinp him back to Bohemia by cutting of his provifions and def-

trovin--^ his magazines. About the troops of the Empire he was

Quite unconcerned, whcfe departure he was certain of, they alrea-

dy luffering by want of provilion and forage. He, therefore, en-

camped near Baiitzen. His troops whofpr eight weeks were daily

in motion, wanted fome reft. 'I he feafon had already commenced

to be rou;;h ; he ordered therefore his infantry to build huts, and

his cavalry ftables of branches of trees. Of the then fituation of

the kincT and his army we^may judge from a letter which he

wrote at the beginning of Oclober to lord Marflial. He there

f.\rs :
'' Until the fill of fnow, I ihall be obliged to dance upon

" the rope. How often would I give the half of that glory of

« which you write, for a little reii."

Both armies, at laft, altered their pofitions. Daun took again

a flrona camp at a little diftance from his former, and the PrufEans

encamped near Hochkirch. A fault, committed by the Pruflian

pencral, Pi.etzow, in leaving a"mountain unoccupied, was here the

c.i'afe of a great event, which brought the king to the very brink

of deflrudlon, fiicwed his heroic genius in its brjghteft light, and

belongs to the mod: extraordinary fcenes of this war.—The ne-

nlefted hills were immediately occupied and fortified by the Auf-

trians. The advantages they gained thereby were fo great, that

they excited in Daun, cautious as he was, the idea of furpriiing

the king in his camp. Every thiilg favoured this delign : Th^

armies were fo near each other, that the right wing of the Pruf-

iians was but a cannon-fliot fron) the enemy's camp. The vaft

number of light trcop? in the Aiillrian army was particularly fa-

vourable to a farprife, and, flcirmiihes continuing day and night,

they were a^e to coyer raore important plans. The PrulTians,

accu'.lomed, under Frederic's lead, ahvays to attack fir ft, did not

dream even of a pofiibility of an attack from the cautious Daun,

whofe camps hardly ever could be made ftrong enough when he

knew Frederic to be in his vicinity.

The king, however, was fenfiblc of his pofition being difad-

vantageous; yet he thought it to be dilhonourable, and not abfo-

lutcly necefiary to retreat. Field-marfhal Keith obferved to the

King, " if the Auftrians leave us tranquil in our prefent camp,

they dcfervc to be hanged." Frederic replied, " we muft Jiope,
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that they are more afraid of us than of the gallows." Neverthelefs

he refolved to alter his pofition as foon as the army could be afrefh

iiipplied with provifions. The night from the 14th to the 15th of

Odober was feleded for the removal of the camp.

But the Auftrian columns had already, in the night of the 15111

quitted their camp, in order to farprife the Pruffians. General

Odonel led the van, confilting of four battallions and thiriy-fis

fquadrons ; they were followed by thirty-four battallions, under

the conamand of generals Sincere and Fortgatfh. The corps of

general Laudon, which was pofted almoil in the rear of the Pruf-

fian camp, was reinforced by four battallions. and fifteen fquadrons,

which afterv/ards were joined by the whole Auflrian cavalry of

the left wing. The infantry of that wing was led by field-mar-

fhal Daun himfelf. All thofe troops, and fome frnaller corps

were deflined to attack the Pruflian right wing, their front and

rear; the duke of Aremberg, with twenty-three battallions and

thirty-two fquadrons, was to obferve the Pruffian left wing, and

to attack, then only, when the defeat of the enemy was completed

every where elfe. In their van they had volunteer grenadiers,

who mounted behind the dragoons, but difmounted before the

Pruflian camp, formed and puflied forwards.

The tents remained in the Auftrian camps, and the ufijal fires

were carefully continued. A number of labourers were employ-

ed the whole night in felling trees, confently calling out to each

other; whereby they intended to prevent the Pruiiian out pofls

from obferving the march of the troops. But the vigilant Pruf-

fian huffars difcovered the enemy's movements, and informed the

king of it. At firll he doubted the movements; but they being

confirmed by repeated rep rts, he gueffed at every other caufe but

that of a formal attack. Generals Seidlitz and Zieten were with

the kingj endeavouring to remove his doubts in this critical mo-

ment ; they fucceeded at laf]: fo fiir, that orders were fent to fe-

veral brigades to rife. But this order was counterm.anded towards

morning, and the foldiers now yielded to a profound lleep.

But day light had not yet appeared, and the clock frruck five

in the village of Hochkirch, when the enemy appeared before the

Ci.mp. Whole crouds of Auftrian foldiers arrived at the Pruf-

lian out pods, announcing themfelves as deferters. Their num-

ber encreafed fo rapidly that they were foon able to overturn out

polls and field guards. The Auftrian army, divided into ieveral

corps, followed their van clofely, and now entered, in columns,

the Pruffian camp. Many royal regiments v ere fir ft waked from
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tl>e{r fleep by their O'^'n cannon ; for the enemy, who had left moft
of their great guns behind, found at the furprifed field-guards and
^xlttenes, cannon and and ammunition, with whichthey fired into
ihe Pruflian camp.

Never an army of brave troops was in a m.ore terrible fituation
than thofe Prullians, carelefsly fleeping under the Tgis of Frede-
ric, who now at once were attacked in the interior of their camp,
and wakened by fire and fword to the fleep of death. It was yet*
night, and the confufion beyond expreffion. What a fight for
thofe warriors, refembiing a nodurnal vifion ! the Aaftiians, as
It rifen from out of the earth," in the midft of their camp. Ma-
ny hundreds were flain in their tents before they could open their
eyes; others ran half naked to their arms: few could get their
own: each laid hold on what firft fell into his hands, and flew
with it into line and rank. Here the advantages of an excellent
difcipline appeared in a flriking light. In this terrible fituation,

where refinance feemed almoft to be madnefs, and where flight

2nd f.Jvation muft be the thought of every foldier, a total de-
flruaion would have been the fate of the army of any other na-
tion whatever; courage availed here little, SfcipHne did all.

The war cry fpread like a torrent through the Pruffian camp
;

all ran from out of their tents, and in a few moments, notwith-
ftanding the great confufion, the moft part of the infantry and
cavalry (tood in line of battle. The manner of attack obIi(;ed the
regiments to aft fingiy. They oppofed the enemy every where,
and repelled them in fome places, but in mod they were forced to
yield to fuperior numbers. The break of day did not ferve to
le/Ten the confufion, for a thick fog was hovering over the furfice.
The Prufi*ian cavalry, [^d by Seidlitz, ilew about in fearch of thi
enemy: Wherever, in the dark, their fwords could reach them,
the cut dov\ n every thing before them. The dragoon regiment of
Schoneich, alone, overturned a whole line of Auflrian^infantry,
and took 500 prifoners.

The village of Hochklrch was in flames, yet the Pruflians de-
fended it bravely. Victory feemed to depend on Its poffe/Tion,

wherefore Daun renewed the attack continually \^ ith frefh ticcps.

Only 600 PrulTians remained here to be conquered, who, after

having fpent their ammunition, endeavoured to cut their way
through their numerous foes. A fmall party of them efFe^ed it,

the others were killed, wounded, or taken prifoners. Whole
Prufiian regiments advanced and drove the enemy again out of the
village. The blocdieft combat took plac- ^^re. A cannon-ball
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took away the head of prince France of Brunfwick; field-marfhal:

Keith was {hot through the breaft ; prince Moritz of DefTau was

mortally wounded. The Pruflians, attacked in front and rear,

were forced to yield. The king in perfon now advanced with

frefh troops, and forced the Auftrians again to retreat, but the

Auftrian cavalry regained loft advantages.

The fog now difperfmg both parties beheld the field of battle

covered \^ith dead bodies. Both parties formed new lines of

battle. Daun, his advantages notwithftanding, did not think of

having conquered an army, that had deluded all human expecla-

tions ; which, though furprifed in the night in the niidli of fleep,

had combated fo many hours with bravery in darknefs, which had

ioft many of its leaders, and yet ftood ready to renew the at-

tack. This was Frederic's intention, v. hen the duke of Arem-

berg under cover of the fog approached with his ftrong corps the

king's left wing and attacked it. Several thoufand men were here

Overturned and a Pruffian battery taken. But here the vidory

ended. The king who had now enemies in front and rear, aflem-

bled his troops in the mid ft of this murderous tumult, and made

after a dcfpcrate combat of five hours a retreat v hich ever will be

memorable in the annals of wars. The Auftrians were in too

great a ccnfufion to interrupt this retreat.

Frederic's maich was but fhort. Two miles diftant from the

field of battle he encamped v/ith his troops, who had loft moft part

of their artillery and baggage, had their fhort coats for a cover,

and the Ikies for a tent. They even were in want of powder and

balls. A new battle would have been renewing the ancient me-

thod of fightings where every one depended on his fift. How-

ever the kings poGtion was fo advantageous, his means to defy dan-

gers fo various, and his troops even after their defeat ftill fo for-

midable, that Daun would not venture a new attack. The Pruffian-

army loft on this unfortunate day befides their baggage, above

ICO cannon and 9000 men. The Auftrians loft Scoo.

1 he king had ventured into the hotteft fire ; a horfe was killed

under him, and two pages were {hot on his fide. He v/as in the

greateft danger of being taken prifoner. The enemy had already

farrcunded him but he efcaped by the valour of the huiTars that

accom.panied him. He was prefent wherever the combat was the

moft bloody. His great talents never appeared in [0 glaring a

light as on that night, whicli, inftead of diminilhing his fame,

heightened it in the extreme. Not the king, who in the midft of

v/arlike tumult foverns bis 'iominions the fame as in time of
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peace by his own' regulations ; who in hours of dangers plaj-s on

the flute, and foort after gives the wifeft orders ; who on the day of

a decilive battle, makes French verfes, gives laws and infpedls ac-

counts ; not the vidtor at LifTa, who on Silefian fields performs

Grecian tadics, and artnihilates a v/holearmy of warlike nations ;

not this extraordinary man is fo venerable to the philofopher, the

hiftorian and the thinking man, as the kingwho is furprifednearHoch-

kirch,beaten,but not conquered,who calls his fleeping warriors toge-

ther, oppofes them to a valiant and more numerous enemy, which

is already in the midtl of their camp, killing Pruffians with Pruf-

fian balls ; who in thofe terrible moments lofes his bofom friend,

all his bed generals, and now, Ifeft to himfelf, takes by the power

of his genius the mod: falutary meafures j- converts the chaos of his

army in the midft of death and deftruclion into harmony, combats

five hours and retires with the greatefl order ; who in thatdelper-

ate fituation, without cannon, without ammunition and baggage,

ftiil infpires the enemy with fear,and foon after is able to diflodge be-

Ceging armies. Such a prince forces the admiration of all nations

andof all centuries^

(To hs continued)

FOETRT.

THE AMERICAN SOLDIER.

D
[^ PICTURE FROM THE LIFE.^

EEP in a vale, a ftranger now to arms,

Too poor to fiiine in court, too proud to beg,

He who once war'd on Saratoga's plains

Sits mufing o'er his fears and wooden leg.-

Rememb'ring ftill the toil of former days.

To others' hands he fees his earnings paid;

They (hare the due reward

—

he feeds on praife,

Loll in the abyfs of want, misfortune's fliade.

Far, far from domes where fplendid tapers glare,

'Tis his from dear-bought peace no wealth to win,'

Remov'd alike from country cringing 'fquires,

The great man's levee, and the proud man's grin.

Sold are thofe arms that once on Briton's blaz'd.

When flufh'd with conquefl: to the charge they came.

That power repell'd, and Freedom's fabric rais'd,

She leaves her foldier

—

famike and a name I
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MILITARY MEMOIRS AND MAXIMS.

THE DISPOSITION OF AN ARMY.

Y,OU muft chufe wide and open ground, if you are ftrong

in cavalry ; and clofe and narrow, if your ftrength be in

your foot.

Reconnoitre well your ground, and know the fpace the

movements you defign to give your army will take up.

Each general officer ftiould aflift at the council of war,

and be well informed of the General's designs, the means he

intends to ufe, and the retreat he chufes ; whirh fhould

be always well fecured, in cafe you fhould lofe the battle.

He muft make good ufe of his troops, according as time

and place offers, and not fuffer them to lie idle.

Wind, dufl, rain, the fun, fogs, are things that may be fer-

viceable to you ; but you mull not trufl to them too much,
they being liable to change.

Hollow ways and moraffes in your front may be of great

life. You fend out troops advanced before them, who may
hide themfelves from the enemy ; and when they approach,

your troops retire by paffages made on purpofe, you employ

them elfewhere, and the enemy's troops remain ufelefs oa
that fide.

Poft your befl troops on your wings.

Cover your flanks, at leall front your wings, with an im-

penetrable fituation, as a morafs, a river, a mountain, or for-

tify it with your chevaux de frife, waggons, great trees cut

down, and the like : and if one wing has moraffes or very

flrong ground before it, you may fend the greatefl part of

your cavalry to the other wing.

Let your infantry and cavalry be fo difpofed, as to be able

to fupport and reinforce one other, according as you have

more of one than the other : and obferve-to-mix fome foot

by platoons with your horfe.

Appoint general ofHcers to be on the wings, in the centre,

and every where if you can, even in the rear, to animate and

rally thofe who give way.
F f
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Be furc to have a good referve, to return to the charge,

and fupport the broken troops. That army who keeps molt

troops together at the end of a battle is always vidorious.

The troops of referve are pofted in the rear of the infantry in

the centre : they are of ufe to fupport the troops who give

way, to poffefs the ground the others have loft, and to march

to any place where the General thinks they may be wanted.

You divide your artillery, and poft the cannon where you

think they may do moft execution ; and avoid halting under

the cannon of the enemy : or if you are obliged to it, it is

no difgrace, but prudent, to order your men to lie on their

arms, in rank and file ; it may fave the lives of many men,

and they can get up in an inftant when commanded.

When you command brave and faithful foldiers, you

fi-iould not let the chance of war depend on a Tingle battle.

But if you fufpeft your troops, and you are obliged to fight,

let them know they muft conquer or die.

Begin by endeavouring to take fome prifoners and examine

them, feverely, in order to get the beft intelligence you can

of the flate and fituation of the enemy ; but take but few of

them, left they encumber you in time of battle.

When it is refolved to light the enemy, your troops fhould

be weakeft where the ground is ftrongeft ; and ftrongeft,

efpecially in cavalry, where the ground is openeft.

And therefore it is of the utmoft importance for a com-

mander to know well the ground between him and his ene-

my ; fuch as moraffes, rivers, rivulets, thick hedges, large

ditches, &c. behind which the infantry only is of ufe ; and

to have near him thofe who can inform him whether they

are palTable for horfe and foot, the better to take his advan-

tages from them.

The General is not to aft by conftant rules and methods,

but to vary as he fees occafion ; remembering what the great

Turcnne often faid, viz. Q'un fot Vembarrajfoit quelqueJoU

plus qu'n habile komme : That a blockhead had lometimes per-

plexed him more than an able General.

As foon as a General has an opportunity of giving the ene-

my battle to advantage, he fhould do it immediately if he

has day-light for it. This gives fpirit to his men, and fear

to the enemy, and prevents their intrenching themfelves.
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In good fuccefs pufli the advantages as far as you pofiTibly

can : in bad, find all the remedies in your power.

A General is more to be eileemed for preierving a country

after the lofs of a battle, than he is who gains it, and does

not know how to make ufe of the advantages of it»

Aftions ought more to be prized for their confcquences

than for themielves. In field expeditions it is impoffible

exadly to prefcribe to an army or feparate body how to go-

vern itfelf in each adion, becaule every different motion of

the enemy, and the various accounts a man has of them,

ought to make him alter his meafures; and there is no giving

a commander other than general rules, the reft depending

on his own conduft and behaviour of his troops.

When a man boafts of never having committed errors in

war, it is a fign he has not been long a general officer.

If your army is fuperior to the enemy in goodnefs, fpirit

or number, it is befl to attack them in the morning : you

have the whole day to drive them before you, and make

your advantage of the viftory. But if there be a neccffity

of giving them battle in other circumftances, do it in the

evening : if your army is viftorious, it is well ; if not, you

have the night to favour your retreat.

Remember always to begin the attack, and keep your fire

till the enemy have given theirs ; then march brifkly up with

recovered arms, and you will find they will fly before you.

When you have gained the battle, keep moving after the

enemy, and fend a good body of light horfe to continue in

fight of them. This keeps, up their fear, not knowing but

your whole army is at hand ; and thus they may abandon a

whole country to you, if no fortified town or river is in

your way ; and if the latter, you may drive many of the ene-

mv into it, take their baggage, and, it may be, their cannon.

After the battle is gained, and the enemy fly before you,

forget not to fend bodies of horfe immediately to fummon

the towns to furrender which the enemy leave behind them ;

and leave fmall detachments at the roads leading to them,

to prevent your fliragglers from mifl:aking their way, and

being taken by their garrifons.

When a proje6l of importance is to be executed, chufe the

commander you think beft qualified for it ; and as duty i*

done by feniorily and rotation, fend thofe oncers who ar*-
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before him on other commands, to prepare the way for the
officer you have your eye on. Thus will your fchemes prof-
per, and your officers jealoufy of your partiality be prevent-
ed

; for it is highly neceffary that all Generals and oficeri
fhould gain the efleem of their inferiors.

If it is neceffary to intrench a poft of great ufe to your
army, fee that it be done efFeaually, that your foffe be large

and deep, that your works be fteep and give a good flank
fire, that you be well ftockaded and palifaded ; make ad-
vanced foffes and out-works if you have time ; and, in a
word, make it defenfible againft the whole force of the ene-
my, till your army can come to your relief ; and have good
communication with them by feveral bridges over the rivers
between you.

If a river is between you and the enemy, in the field, or
in winter-quarters, and they have the poffeffion of the
bridges over it, fend a fmall guard of horfe every twenty-
four hours to watch them, and give you intelligence if any bo-
dies of men are coming over, that you may not be furprized.

It is not always neceffary to fight in two lines with a corps
de referve ; for if the enemy be more numerous than you,
and the ground open, fo that they may out-flank you, care
muft be taken to extend your front (though you fight in
one line) equal to the front of the enemy : but if your right
and left wing be well covered with rivers, moraffes, thick
woods, or other ftrong giound, your front need only to ex-
tend to them ; the refl: of your troops fliould be difpofed fo as
be ft to fupport the front line, or to force the enemy where
the ground is openeft.

Wx4en you attack, march up to the enemy with as quick
a pace as good order will allow : it gives fpirit to your troops,
and fear to the enemy ; a flow motion allows too much time
for refledion, damps their courage,* and expofes them too
much to the enemy's fire. But take care to march in even
front.

When your troops are inferior in number and goodnefs,
chufe to give your enemy battle in flirong or clofe ground;
if you are fuperior, in as open ground as poflible.

* The French praaifc it, but the Gcimans and Hollanders marcii
with a flow p2.ce.
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r- If you command a body of foot in a plain, and are like to

|)C attacked by a fuperi«r number of horfe, throw your foot

into a fquare ; let your officers and ferjeants be in the front

ranks on each fide, with their pikes and halberts ready to

prefent to the enemy ; the foldiers with their bayonets fixed,

clofing their ranks and files, fo as to make the whole body

as compaft as the ufe of their arms will allow. Thus march,

and thus receive the enemy'* charge, who will foon rcfpeft

and grow weary of having to do with you.*

Chevaux de friie are of great uie on the above and many

other occafions. The Ruffians never march without them ;

though if the foot make a clofe compad body, and a good

front every way, they need them not ; for we have oftea

feen large bodies of cavalry pay great refpeft to lefs bodies

of foot, and let them march quietly off, without rifquing

their lives, or (which is almoft as dear to them) their horfes.

Have your eye on the enemy's motions in time of battle ;

if they draw off troops from one wing to reinforce the other,

do fo too ; or immediately attack the weakened wing, if the

ground permits ; if not, be always ftrongefl where the

ground is openeft, and intermix bodies of foot with (or

have them at hand to fupport) your cavalry on your wings.

There is nothing fo weak as the flank or rear of cavalry ;

if they are thus attacked, they make no refiftance; but bo-

dies of foot can make a refpeftable front every way.

Cavalry fhould always attack fword in hand : there Is lit-

tle hope from thofe who begin with the fire of their car-

bines. Therefore their fwords fhould have weight and

length, be of the beft metal, and a full yard in the blade.

As this is the weapon mofl to be depended on, they cannot

be too well chofen.

* Charles XII. the brave King of Sweden, with 8000 horfe, him-

felf at the head of them, attacked a body of between five and fix thou-

fand Saxon foot, commanded by General Schulenbuvg, in the plains of

Poland, drawn up in ore fquare body. He fir ft gave a furious charge

to one front only, and was gallantly repulfed : after that, the King

attacked every front at once with the greatefl vigour, but was again

beaten off. This gave the King and his cavalry enough of it ; and Schu-

lenburg, by the favour of the night, pafTed a rivulet, and leaving fonie

foot in a mill, the fire of which ftopt the enemy, he made a fafe re-

treat.
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In open countries you muft have large bodies of cavalry.

In woody countries, as America, dt hilly, as Switzerland,

^avalry is of little ufe.

When your wings are in the air, that is, when they have

no cover, and may be attacked in flank, the ufual method

has been to draw your wheel.carriages, cut down trees, and

plant chevaux de frife on the wings. By thefe you make as

good a cover as you can : but remember, where your wings

are expofed, the beft method is to ftrengthen your flanks

with good bodies of foot,* which alone are capable of refi fl-

ing the efforts of horfe, or the torrent with which they

drive your broken fquadrons.

Your centre fhould likewife be well fupported; for an

army broken in the centre we may pronounce defeated, and

and the battle irrecoverably loft.

General officers fhould keep the pofts affigned them, or

vhich their rank gives them ; and not leave them, to go

where their curiofity or a diftant fire invites them ; and to

have it faid in print. Such a one was every zohere : when

really they fhould remember, that he that is every where is

no v/here ; and that he is the beft officer, who is found where

the duty of his poft requires his prefence.

As every thing depends upon the ftrength and good re-

liftance of the front line, it lliould be made much ftrongcr

than the fecond ; and therefore care fliould be taken to have

good bodies of foot in the rear of both wings of horfe, and

in the rear of the centre and both wings of foot.

Horfe fhould never be fent againft an enemy, without a

proportionable body of foot for their fupport.

Never begin the attack with part of your army, if the reft

are not at hand to fuftain you.

Never give the command of a brifk and important attack

to a flow officer.

When horfe are fent to attack the rear of a retreating army

which is near you, let them take foot behind them. They
fhould not grumble at it, for they will find great ufe from

them.
Take care in all ftrong or inclofed ground to make large

openings in the hedges, on the flanks of each regiment, that

* The wings beino; thus fccured, there is little to fear, though yott

fliOuld be out-flank'd by the enemy's fquadrons.
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the battalions may have a free and eafy communication with

each other from right to left of your army.

Avoid encampingln fwampy bottoms, or where great tor-

rents of water from hafty rains may fweep away the baggage,

forage, and tents of the army.

Be fure let your camp have the advantage of water, for the

health and convenience of your men and horfe : a good river

in front or flank will flrengthen your camp, and refrefh both.

Keep your camp clean, and order the malefadors of each

regiment to bury all dead horfes, dogs, &c. that are found

in front or rear of their regiment.

When you are near the enemy, and refolve rather to fight

than quit vour camp, chufe the ground, and be ready in an

inftant to form in order of battle on it ; and that, before the

enemy can come up to you.

Try and reconnoitre well, and as foon as poflibie, the riv-

ers, rivulets, morafTes, ditches, &c. which are between you

and the enemy ; and prevent as much as you can their doing

it.

Always endeavour to be mafter of the bridges between you

and the enemy, and fecure each head of them with good

works well guarded ; and encamp not too far from them.

If before a battle you judge it neccflary to take poffelTion

of the villages in your front, let them not be much advanced

or too far from you, but rather in a line with your front.

Open their flanks largely, and make good communications

within, that you may fuftain them, and they within, one the

©ther.

Leave nothing for chance to do, but what wifdom cannot

effea.

Let no inferior officer officioufly attack any poft or part of

the enemy's army without orders.

If you find it difficult to diflodge an enemy from an advan-

tageous poft, fend fome troops with trumpets and drums in-

to the inclofed ground on their flank or rear : their found-

ing and beating a march will often make them believe they

are to be attacked there, as well as in front, and fo caufe them

to quit their poft.

If the enemy lay fiege to an important place, do not at-

tempt the raifing it, till by the length of the fiege, fatigue,

death, and defertion, which is frequent on thele cccafions,

the enemy's army is leflened and difpiiited.
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And to approach their army, and be afterwards forced to
retire, would be attended with very ill confequences both
to your army and the town btfieged.

If you r^folve to befiege a place where the enemy's army
may poilibly cut off your provifions and communication with
your magazines, take care before you open your trenches, to
be well provided with all neceffaries for the duration of the
whole fiege.

When you detach from one wing to ftrengthen and make
a grant effort with the other, if pofTible do it fo that the ene-
my may not perceive it, left they attack immediately your
weakened wing and defeat you.

^

When any part of the firft line is broken, the neareft re-
giment of the fecond fliould inftantly march up, repulfe the
enemy, and make good the line ; and give time to the bro-
ken regiments or fquadrons to form in their room.

Confider well before you come to an engagement with the
enemy, the fituation and circumftances of their army ; and
whether you may not gain more by temporifing, cutting off
their provifions, or otherwife diftrefling them, than by giving
Ihem battle, and the chance of a viftory over you.

If their means of continuing the war be fcanty, and yours
©therwife, it is bed to dally with them, and come to nothing
decifive, though your army ftiould be fuperior. Want of
forage, bread, or other neceffaries, will often oblige an ene-
my to quit their camp, when your whole force could not
have done it.

If you chufe to give the enemy battle, let the circumftances
of it be fuch, that if you lofe it, it may not be decifive on
your part, but may be fo to the enemy if you gain it; and
never give or engage in battle, but when there is much more
to be gained by viftory, than loft by being beaten.
Always encamp your army, if near the enemy, in the man-

ner you intend they fhall fight.

^

When an enemy would attack you, and you have rivers,
rivulets, or moraffes, &c. before you, draw up your army
fo near them, as that if they pafs, they may not have room
or time to form, but be overfet and driven into them as faft
as they come over.

If your right wing beat the enemy's left, fo as that they
break and fly before you, and feem to be quite routed, yet
purfue them not too far, but with your troops in good order
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wheel to the left, and charge the remaining enemy in flank,

whilft your left wing is bufying them in front ; lo will you

eafily defeat them.*

A General fhould always endeavour to make his war be-

come offenfive. His troops will often be quiet in their camp,

while the enemy are infecure and harrailed.

A commander in chief ihould never be prevailed on to

drink to excels : that might give the enemy a terrible advan-

tage over him.

Prevent gaming among the troops as much as poffible. Sol-

diers have often deferted when they have loft their pay, and

are indeb ed to the company, which gaming is frequently

the caufe of.

Take care your army never wants bread; other neceffaries

of life will follow of courfe; for as all viduals in an army

are paid for in ready money, butchers, bakers, wine mer-

chants, &c. will flock to you. But you muft make your

communications with your magazines as fecure as poffible,

and have them in more places than one, that if one fhould

be cut ofF, others may iupply you.

It is of the greateft importance that your foldiers be in-

ftrufted in the beft and moft adroit method of loading and

firing their firelocks. Without this their manual exercife

is but ornament and fhew. The French do not cut the neck,

from their ball, but tie their cartridge to it as it comes from

the mould: the paper being ihin, when the cartridge is un-

capp'd and put into the barrel, the bullet at the end of it,

by a ftamp of the piece, and the weight of the ball, drives

down the paper, fo that the firelock is charged and wadded
expeditioufly, and without drawing the rammer. This leems

worthy of imitation.

At the fame time that you are obliged to punifh your fol-

diers with feverity, take care not to loie their afi^eclions.

Let none fear you but the enemy, and the evil doers :

get that refped from the reft of your troops which is confift-

ent with their love.

See that there be fubordination in your army ; for he that

knows not how to obey, will not know how to command.

Carefully find out and imitate what the foldiery efteemed

in your predeceiTor, and avoid what they diiliked in him.

.

* There are many inftances where battles have been loH by noi ob-

ferving this maxim,

Gg



$34 MILITARY REPOSITORY,

• llllllIM llllll IIIIIBI—> II

'

Let not any pique or ill-will to your fuperior officer divdrt

you from doing all the real fervice you can to your countryi

Regulate all your atlions by a drift regard to your duty.

Inflead of wifhlng for a war that you may make a greater

figure, endeavour nothing fo much as the good and tranquil*

lily of your country.

Be more anxious to gain the love of your troops, than to

heap up riches ; and fpare not one to gain the other.

In a word, do every thing for the good of the foldier, that

is confident with your fervice to your Country.

It is better to march up to the enemy, than to expeO:

them ; and endeavour to move up to them in good order be-

fore they are ready to receive you : charge them brifkly, and

let your artillery keep a continual fire on them : attack their

fquadrons in flank by fmall detached bodies ; and nevcc

attack a fquadron without breaking or putting it in diforder.

You mud be ready at all times to fuccblir and refrefh your

troops who feera to be mod fatigued ; and take care that

thofe who are repulled do not put your fecond line into dif-

order. For this end make large interval in the fecond line^

by doubling the files of each battalion.

You mud not march too far forward, nor feparate youi?

troops in the purfuit of the enemy, unlefs the viftory is fully

declared for you; and even then it is bed to keep your

troops together, and in good order, as much as podible.

In the rear of the regiments you pod your iurgeons, and

fome officers, to take care of the wounded.

If you are beaten, affemble your troops where they may
be in fafety ; let your militia betake themfelves to arms ;

furnidi your drong places well, and the pods and paffes of

your frontier; break down your bridges ; dop up your waySj

by cutting, or laying great trees crols them.

Put your army immediately in good order and reinforce it.

D
THE SEVEN YEARS WAR IN GERMANY.

[Continuedfrom page 224.)

AUN never was more cautious than after, a fortunate

event. He now fortified himfelfinan almod impregnable

fituation, and neglefted every meafure to hurt the King.

Frederic made good ufe of that precious timci He pro-
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cured in hafte from Drefden, as well as from the army of

Prince Henry, ammunition and provifions, ordered new
tranlports, and was joined by a reinforcement of 6000 men,
which Prince Henry fent him, and made preparations to

inarch to Silefia. He faid ;
" Daun has let us efcape ; the

game is not loft; let us take repofe for fome days, and then

pitrch to free Neiffe." But there were yet many obftacles

to furmount. The camp was full of fick and wounded, for

whofe fafety they had to provide. Saxony was to be cover-

ed, the field bakery taken care of, and the enemy, who oc-

cupied the roads to Silefia, was, by countermarches, to be

deluded. All this was executed, and on the 25th of 061:o-

ber, eleven days after the battle, Frederic was again on his

march to Silefia, with fuch advant?.'Tes, that Daun himfelf

ga\fe up all hope to prevent it. He however detached a

ftrong corps after the King, to throw at leaft fome difScul-

ties in his way. Laudon (hewed in this expedition his fkill.

Sometimes he threw light troops into hollow,ways,, in order

to obftru6t the Pruffians ; fometimes he cannonaded them

from advantageous fituations ; fometimes he burft like a

flream from out of theforefts, attacking the marching enemy.

But nothing effentiai was thereby gained; a few Pruffian

pontoons and baggage v/aggons only were taken.

The Auftrian General, Harfli, befieged NeiiTe, which,

like all PrufTian forts, was weakly garrifoned, on account of

the troops being wanted in the field. The hope of conquer-

ing that important place was great, on account of the King's

abfence. By the battle of Hochkirk, the lofs of Neiife [etm-

cd to be inevitable. To dillodge a befieging army is the na-

tural confequence of a victory, or other fortunate events
;

but that Frederic, afterbeing beaten, furrounded by large

armies, at the diftance of near 200 miles, could haflen to

the afliftance of NeiiTe, was an event that furpaffed the ex-

peftations of all Europe. After a march of 13 days, he ar-

rived on the 5th of November, three miles diftant from that

fort. More was not requifite, to gain the end ; for on the

fame day MarPn r^iifed the ficge, left a large quantity of am-

munition and provifions behind, and retired to Moravia.

He had blockaded that p'ace fince the 4th of Auguft, and

bombarded it fince the 5th of Otlober ; but all his attacks

became nugatory by the gallant defence of the garrifon.
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The fortrefs of Colel, which was hitherto blockaded by
the Auftrians, was alfo freed, and Silefia evacuated by the

enemy. The campaign was at an end in this province, but

in Saxony, where Daun remained with the main army, and
which was but weakly covered, this General hoped to make
important conquefts before the winter. All Europe looked

for the fruits of the viftory of Hochkirk, of which no fign

had yet appejred. They were however not backward iri

forming plans. Drefden, Leipzic, and Torgau, were to be
taken by different corps at one time. Daun himlelf approach-

ed the capital. There was but a fmall corps of Pruffians in

Saxony, under the command of General Fink, but great afti-

vity reigneJ among them. They took the moft effe£lual

meafures againfl the great luperiority of the enemy, and re-

inforced the garrifon of Drefden. The Commandant, Gen.
eral Smettau, was now under the forrowfulnecefifitv of burn-

ing the fuburbs, which were, from their manner cf build-

ing, equal to the moft magnificent cities of Europe.

Daun made preparations to befiege Drefden in the regular

way; but the bad news from Silefia, the raifing of the fiege

of Neiffe, the retreat of the Auftrians t o Moravia, and Fred-

eric's march towards Saxony, again made his plan nugatory.

He retired. In the Auftrian account of that event, itisfaid,

that from a certain important reafon the plan was altered.

But that important reafon was nothing elfe than Frederic's

approach. The plans upon Torgau and Leipzic met with
the fame fate. Both theie places were relieved by the Pruf-

fian Generals Dohna and VVedel. Nothing remained to the

Auftrians and the troops of the Empire, but to march to Bo-
hemia ; even the fort of Sonnenftein was given uo. Daun
endeavoured to divide his armies in their winter quarters

in luch a manner as to form an enormous chain of troops,

iuch as never was heard of in Europe. It commenced on
the frontiers of Silefia and Saxony, and ended on the con-
fines of Switzerland.

The Ruffians, who after the battle of Zorndarf were
fomewhat relieved by Frederic's ablence, relolvcd to be-

fiege Colberg. The fea port of that place promiied them
on account of the tranfports great advantage, and from the
weaknefsof the garrifon, they expefted an ealy conqueft. The
fate of all Pomerania depended upon 700 men rniliiia under
the command of a major of invalids of which the garri-
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Con of Colberg was compoled. But the commandant Hav-
den, was not of the common cl.ils of warriors. He took the

beft meafures for defence aad dil played great courage and

refolution. General Palmbael befieged the fort with loooo
RufTians, and after five days the covered way was in nis

hands. The conqueft now feemed to be certain, but the va-

lour, of the commandant and his armed citizens, put a ftop

to all farther progrefs. The befiegers were daily reinfor,

ced from their main army, and renewed then their attacks

with frefh troops. But they could not fucceed and were

after a 19 days fiege compelled to retire. The Ruffians,

after this mifcarriage evacuated Pomerania and Branden-

burg, taking their winter quarters in Poland and Prulfia.^

The operations of the Swedes were in this campaign as in-

fignificant as in the preceding. In the month of oftober

whilft Brandenburg was totally without troops, they mar-

ched towards Berlin, and were but 20 miles from it when
General Wedel with a fmail corps advanced and made

them retreat. The Pruffians did not ftop till they had driven

the enemy under the cannon of Stralfund.

The campaign was now every where at an end. In the

midft of December there were no more enemies in Silefia,

Saxonv, Brandenburgh and Pomerania. Frederic, beaten in

Oftober, was now mafter of Saxony of the rivers Elbe and

Oder. In the fpace of feven weeks he marched from Sax-

ony to Silefia, thence back to Saxony and again to Seleha;

during which time the forts of Neife, Cofel. Dreiden, Leip-

zic, Torgau and Colberg were freed from their befiegers.

If theie oi^erations aftoniHied people ignorant in taftics,

they fiirpriied ilill more the warriors who knew the difi-

culties of fuch continued movements in their fi.ll extent.

The Auftrians in Moravia and Bohemia were now making
new plans; the Ruffians m Poland and Pruffia endeavoured

to fill their Magazines; the troops of the Empire in their

winter quarters in the heart of Germany enjoyed reft ; and
the Swedes, who now faw their own part of Pomerania

in the hands of the Pruffians did not think themfelves fe-

cure under the cannon of Straiiand.

Tiiis year's campaign t)f the Allies againft the French,

was alio very remarkable ; at the beginning of the year

Richelieu was obliged to yield the chief command to the

Count of Cleriiiont. This conima;i"^'^r was a clergyman,
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who nev<*r had [een an army, even not at a review. This
xhoice of a commander lurprized all Europe, and Frederic

faid on receiving the news : *' I hope the archbilhop of

Paris will foon relieve him.*'

Clermont found the troops, confided to him in the moft

deplorable fituation ; he made to his King the following fin-

gular report : " I have found your Majefty's army divided

into three veryidifferent parties. The one is above ground,

clothed in rags and compofed of thieves and marauder&s

the fecond party is below ground, and the third in the hofpi-

tals;*' he therefore begged for orders, whether to lead the

£rfl: back to their own country, or whether to flay till they

"Were united with the two latter parties.

The Duke Ferdinand of Bruniwick gave him no time to

mend his iituation : he advanced towards Hanover. The
French fled in every direftion, leaving their cannon and

baggage behind. At Hoya on the Wefer, they made a

iland, but the hereditary Prince now reigning Duke of

JBrunfwick, after a lively engagement routed them and

made 1500 prifoners. This was the firft aftion of that

young prince, who foon after was ranked among the firfl

generals of the age. The French retired over the Rhinei

As foon as the troops, during the fhort winter quarters,

Iiad refrefhed themlelves, Duke Ferdinand opened the cam-

paign with the defign to carry the war into France, but as

the French army was advantagcoufly polled on the banks of

the Rhine, the paffing of that large river was connefted

with extraordinary difficulties. They however were by

prudent nieafures furmounted, and the allied army efPefted

in the night of the f.rfl of June a pafTage over the Rhine

near Cleves. Clermont with his far fuperior army flrongly

intrenched himfelf near Rhinefelden. Nothing remained to

Ferdinand but to manoeuvre the enemy from out of their

flrong camp. In this he fucceeded and a few days after

he attacked the whole French army, in the plains of Crefeld.

The battle was obflinate and bloody, but the French were

forced to retreat with the lols of 7500 men. The allies

counted 1500 wounded and dead.

The conlequeiice of this vi6lory, was the fiege of Duf-

fcldorf, where the French had their head quarters. On the

8th day the place was furrendered, and the conquerors ob-

tained an enormous quantity of ammunition, cannon and pro
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vifions. This new lofs caufed difquietude in France ; tho

Baftille became filled and Clermont was recalled. The-

command on the Rhine was now given to the experienced

Marfhal of Contades, and Soubife received orders to pene-

trate at any hazard into HeiTia. Ferdinand being diftant,

they counted upon an eafy conquell of that province, which

likewife vvould draw the army of the allies from the Rhine,

Soubife advanced, and though his van was beaten by the

HefTian Militia, he penetrated with 30,000 men into th©

heart of the province, which now again experienced all

the hardlhips of war.

England was by the battle of Crefeld and Ferdinand's pro«

grels on the Rhine determined to combat the French by
hnd as well as by fea. Parliament refolved to fend 1 8,000

men to Germany. If this had been done fooner, Ferdinand

would have been able to maintain himfelf on the other fide

of the Rhine. But now his fituation was critical, he had

an army of 80,000 men under the command of an experien-

ced general againft him; provifions began to fail and a long

continued rain had ruined the roads and made the rivers

overflow. Hanover which was threatened by Soubife, was

in need of immediate a ffiftance; and the Englifh troops, which

were to land in the north of Germany, and could eafiiy be

cutoff, required proteftion. Thefe confiderations compel-

led Ferdinand to recrofs the Rhine ; but the dilHculties of

efPefting this were great, the enemy being in the vicinity

with a powerful army. The allies erected a bridge near

Rees, which general Imhof was to protefl; with 3000 men.

A French corps of 10,000 men attacked him, and Ferdinand

not being able to fend any afTiftance, he was left to his own
valour. His camp was covered by diches and hedges. The

enemy was unacquainted with the ground, and Imhof,

not waiting their attack, advanced and in lefs than half an

hour routed them. They left eleven cannon, their wag-

gons, ammunition, and 300 prifoners behind. Such was the

hurry of that French corps, fo much fuperior in number,

that on the way moft of them threw-^ away their arms. On
the road to V/efel above 2000 mufkets were found.

Infignificant as this event was in fo bloody and aftiv^e a

war, yet it had the fame effeft as the moil fignal victory ;

for it decided the fate of the large magazine at Emmeric and

the pontoon bridge, without which it would have been ira-
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poffible for Ferdinand to crofs the Rhine. On tlic loth of

July the whole allied army palled the river, and General Im-
hof was foon after detached with a corps to meet the Eng-
lilh troops, who had landed at Emden, They formed a

junftion at Crefeld.

Ferdinand, in order to give fome reft to his troops, took

advantageous pofitions, on the river Lippe, whereby he co-

vered Hanover. General Oberg was to cover HelTia with

2O5OOO men. He occupied a ftrong camp near Sanderfhau-

fen, and did every thing to provoke Soubife, who with 30.goo

men ftood oppofite him, to an attack. The latter avoided

it, and endeavoured to gain Oberg's rear. This drew Oberg

out of his camp, who was now attacked on all fides by ihe

fuperior enemy near Lutternberg. The Heflians defended

themfelves bravely, and forced the enemy's infantry to re-

treat, but were in the moment of viftory taken in flank and
rear by the French cavalry. The want of horfe in the Hef-

:Ran army augmented this misfortune, and compelled them

to retreat, with the lofs of 1500 men dead and wounded,

betides 28 cannon.

This victory procured Soubife the Maifhall ftaff. He
now began to make inroads into the neighbouring provinces,

and to ex?61; heavy contributions. Ferdinand's marches and
pofitions, however, prevented their making farther progrefs.

The French evacuating Heffia, both parties went into win-
ter quarters. The French under Contades between the Meufe
and the Rhine, and thofe under Soubife along the borders of

the Rhine and the Mayne. The allies occupied Heffia and
Wcftphalia.

(1759.) The belligerent powers madepreparati< ns foranew
campaign. Frederic refolved to aft on the defenfive, without

however neglcfting an opportunity to make himfelf formida-

ble. During this winter, the Polifh Prince Sulkowfky 'ook,

without refpeft to the neutrality of the republic of Poland,

an aftive part in the war. He raifed troops, and erefted

magazines for the Ruffians. To Frederic's reprefentations

he gave haughty anfwers, continuing zealoufly his prepa-

rations to the advantage of the Ruffians. He refided in the

town of Rcifcn, in Poland, at a confiderable dilhnce from
the frontiers of Silefia. He had foldiers and cannon of his

own, and befides thought himfelf protefted by his republic.

But Frederic, without any political confiderationSj detached
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General Woberfnow with a corps to Poland. Reifen was
furprized without a (hot, the Prince taken priioner, and his

foldiers difarmed. The magazines were ruined, and all can-

non, horfes, waggons, and ammunition carried to Silefia,

The ioldiers were forced into the Prulhan iervice, and the

Prince was fent to the fort of Glogau, where he remained

prifoner to the end of the war. Another ally of that kind

was a newfpaper writer at Erlangen, who relying on his fo-

vereign, had in his papers declared war againft the Pruffians,

His papers were filled with lies and fcurrility. A Pruflian

olTicer took upon himfelfto chaftiie this newfpaper hero. He
took with him two corporals, and after having in a military

manner applied to his back a good portion of firokes, he

forced the patient to give a formal receipt in writing for the

number of ftrokes received.

The Pruflian troops never were more a£live than during

this winter. They took Erfurt, deftroyed a number of ma-

gazines, and beat a ftrong corps of the Auftrians. Prince

Henry, the feverity of the feafon, and the fterility of the

mountains notwithftanding, advanced into Bohemia, forced

the paffes, and difperfed the enemy. General Halfen de-

feated the Auftrian General Reinhard, made 2000 priioners,

and took large magazines. Againd the troops of the Empire
alfo diveriions were m.ade from Saxony. Prince Henry de-

tached into Franconia feveral corps, and the troops of the

Empire fled. The Swedes alfo had no refl: during this win-

ter. Five places which they had occupied were taken from

them, with 2700 priioners, and a large quantity of provili-

ons and warlike fiiores.

The Rufiians, during this time, had affembled in Poland,

threatening the Pruflian States with a new attack, Frederic

detached towards them a lirong corps under Dohna, in or-

der, if not to prevent, at lead to make diiHcult their marclu

Want of fubfi Hence compelled the PruiTians to draw towards

the river Oder, and the Fvuffians, from the fame reafon, follow-

ed them thither. Field Ivlarihal ZoUikow was now in Fer-

mor's place, who, had refigned the command. Frederic, be-

ing difcontented withDohna, gave the command to General

Wedel, who was totally unacquainted with the ilrength of

his enemy, and with their manner of fighting. Pie however

had flirict orders to attack the Ruffians without delay, if he

could not orevsnt their junftion with the Auftriaus by gihej:

nil
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means. Laudon was for that purpofe on the march tvitk

5O5OOO men. Wedcl foon came to an engagement with the

Ruffians, who were much fuperior, and with confiderable

lofs forced him to retreat. Nothing now prevented the Au-
dftrian and Ruffian armies from joining. They fortified them-

felves, 8o,oco ftrong, on the borders of the Oder. Wedel
did all in his power to make their paffage over this river dif-

ficult.

The King had contented himfelf with afting on the defen-

five in Saxony. He remained encamped for feme time near

Landfhut, in order to wait a favourable opportunity. Daun,

who with the main army was encamped oppofite him, was
alfo waiting a favourable opportunity to advance, or to en-

gage. To delude this hope, and to drive the Auftrians into

Bohemia, the King did all he could to make their fubfiftencc

difficult. But the march of the Ruffians altered the plan

entirely.

The unfortunate battle near ZuUichau difpofed the king

to haften to his States of Brandenburg. Henry detached a

great part of his army from Saxony to reinforce that on the

Oder, and went himlelf to Silefia, to take the command of

the army that Frederic had left behind. Even the corps un-

der General Fink received orders to march to the Oder.

Frederic's march was fuccefsful. Near Guben he met with

an Auflrian corps under General Haddick, which he attack-

ed, made 2000 prifoners, and took 500 waggons with flour ;

after which he formed a junflion with Wedel's army.

He refolved without delay to give battle. His army was

4O5CO0 and that of the Ruffians and Auftrians above 70.000

ftrong. The latter flood between Frankfort and Kunnerf-

dorf upon heights in an intrenched camp, defended by aa

enormous artillery. Their right wing was covered by the

Oder, and their left by fwamps and hedges. Before the

front there were ditches and broken ground. AH thofe ad-

vantages notM'ithftanding the King refolved, to attack them

on the 12th of Auguft. He formed his army in a wood,

whence his line attacked the enemy's left in colums, with

great impetuofity. It was Frederic's plan to attack the ene-

my at once in the flanks and in front and rear. But he waft

not well enough acquainted with the ground. The march

of his troops was interrupted by unexpefted great ditches.

They made great round about ways, whereby the troops be-

came fatigued, anU the precious time lofl. At iafl th«
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PrufTianS approached the Ruffian entrenchments, and cano-

fiaded them brifkly from three batteries, which the Ruffians

anwef'red by an hundred cannon, from their left wing. The
King ordered an affault on the batteries. The grenadiers

worked themfelves through barricadoes, advanced through

broken ground, aud at lafl gained the heights, whence the

Ruffians made a murderous fire. They however did not

loofe courage, mounted the batteries and drove the enemy

from their intrenchment. The whole left wing of the Ruf-

fians fled, leaving all their artillery behind. Viftory fee-

med to be decided, and couriers were already difpatched

from the field of battle to Berlin and Silefia, when all at once

the fate of war turned in the mofl extraordinary manner.

The Pruffian infantry had done all, but the viftory

could not be purfued, as the Pruffian cavalry was on the

other wing, and the cannon could not follow fo quick. At

laft they brought fome cannon upon the heights, but too

few in number to accompUfh the defeat. Meanwhile ths

King advanced with the other wing towards the Ruffians,

The fame did the corps of Gen. Fink. But their march was

every moment impeded by the badnefs of the ground. The
troops had fometimes to pafs over fmall bridges, fornetimes to

go round large ditches. The Ruffians made ufe of that de-

lay, affembling and bringing their heavy artillery to bear.

Laudon, who had not yet taken any part in the combat

now put his troops in motion. The King ordered his caval-

ry to advance, which under the lead of Seidlitz pafled be-

tween the ditches, formed under the Ruffian cannon fire,

and dvanced, but the ftream of grape-ffiot was too inceflant

from the Ruffian line, that it flretched whole platoons of man

and horfe to the ground, put the courageous cavalry into

confufion, and forced them to retreat.

However the Pruffians had not lod any thing yet. The
Ruffians, being preffed together 80 and 100 men deep, for-

med a chaos ; but that chaos, was covered by fifty cannon.

The Pruffians were fatigued in the extreme by a march of

almoft 40 miles, by their great exertions and the intenfe heat

of the day. The battle was gained and the lofs of the Ruf-

fians fo great, that in all probality they would retreat during

the night. But Frederic was of opinion, that the Ruffian

army ffiould not only be beaten, but totally annihilated, as

tkey always returned tg renew their devailations* The Pruf-
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fian generals, amongft whom was Seidliz, rep refented i&
the King the extreme fatigue of the troops, and the King
was on the point of defiftiug from any further operation,
when an other general approached, whofe opinion the
King alked, and who, being a courtier, agreed with the
King, to continue the battle. March ! was'now the order.
To complete the vi6lory it was neceffciry to conquer a

height cal.ed the Spizberg. This height was extremely fteep
and occupied by Laudon's befl: troops. The PrufTians en-
deav )ured to climb up the hill, but whoever reached the
fummit met with immediate death. All courage availed no-
thing. The inceffant fire of the RulTians and Auftrians fell
like a torrent upon the Pruffians, and flretched every thing
to the ground. Frederic expofed himfelf to the greateft dan-
ger, but allattempsto drive the enemy from the heights
were fruitlefs. The troops came into diforder, and no^^r
Laudon, advanced fiom behind the right wing with frefli
troops,^ and attacked the PrulTians in flank and rear. The
b:Utle wa^Toon after decided.

Frefeic's fortitude was never more {haken, than on that
unfortunate day. Jn a few hours, the fate of war precipi.
tated h,m from the height of viaory into a complete defeat.
His lively imagination painted to him in the firft mo-
ir.ents, the confcquences of this event, in a terrible lioht
Irom the lame field of battle whence a few hours before he
<^.Hpatched couriers with the news of viaory. he now lent
orders to Berlin, to remove the royal family', the archives
and every thing v^iluable. Nothing he thought could hin-'
der the enemy from marching to his refidence. His troops
were dirperfed m fuch a manner, that the day after the
battle he had but about 5000 men together. Not onlv allthe cannon taken from the Ruffians, but alfo an hundred ofthole of the PruOlans were loft. General Wunfh, whocommanded a fmall corps of Pruffians on the other fide of

Fra, f ? A rf"?
'^"""^^ ^'^ ^"^ -f'^' battle, at^ran:fort, and had taken the RufiTian garrilbn pnfoners-but the battle being loft he was obliged I wuhdraw Sapproaching night was favourable to the Kin. He retreated w:H his army, and gained fome heights, Li^.^Zmy did noi venture to attack.

Wh^
''

t!'T '^ '""'' •""^'*"™' "^'' '"'' hi.hertol,ee,.
fought. The Pruffi.„s had 8000 dead, and above ...00a
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i woundedjOf which however a few only were taken prifoners.
'' Almoil all the PruflTian Generals and officers of rank were

wounded. The Ruffians had, according to their own ac-

If count, 165OOO dead and wounded. General Soltikow, in

' giving to the Emprefs of Ruffia infornriatjon of the battle,

lavs, " Your Majefty will not beaftonifhed at the great lofs,

*' knowing that the King of Pruffia fells his defeats always

" very dear. If I gain another fuch viftory, I fiiall be obli-

*' ged to bring myfelf an account of it, with a ftick in my
*' hand, to Peterfburg."

The day after the battle, Frederic p^. {Ted the Oder, affem-

bled his fcattered troops, formed a junftion with Wunfh,
called General Kleift with 5000 men from Pomerania, and

procured in hafhe cannon from his arfenals. The Rafiians,

who, his defeat notwithftanding, were afraid of him, en-

trenched themfelves. The King, by a fpeech to his trooDS,

again infpired them with courage ; and in a few weeks Ber-

lin was out of danger, his army provided with every thing,

and reinforced in fuch a manner, that the Eleftorate of Han-

over could be covered, and General Wunfli was ..Ue to

inarch with his troops to Silefia.

(To be continued.)

ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF CUDAIORE. IN THE EAST

INDIES, IN THE YEAR. 1'782.

(Written by an Hanoverian Officer.

J

o N the morning of the 13th of Jane before day-break,

t\\Q whole army formed into lines. The fecond was
compofed chiefly of battalions of feapoys, fome of M'hich

were placed between the European rejJiments according

to the cuftom in India. We, Planoverians, took poll with

the loift regiment in the centre, under the brigade of Colo-

nel Elphinflon. The -ySth regiment, and three regiments of

feapoys, were on our right, under the brigade of Colonel

Stervart, the 73d, the Madras regiment, and three battali-

ons of feapoys, were to our left, under Colonel Gordon*

and to cover the whole left flank, Colonel Kelly was placed

with three battalions of feapoys, from the Grenadier corpi

of Colonel Cathcart.

We were under arms the evening before, and mufl:ered by
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General Bruce, who was lately come from Europe, and had
fcrved in the American war. On both wings, were well
occupied batteries of eighteen pounders, as well as in the
centre, where the head quarters were.

The firil attack was made, about five in the morning
after the whole army had advanced in front r however^
a fmall wood of cocoa trees feparated us from the enemy.
The canonade foon became general, with very brifk firing

;

after a few hours, feveral French batteries, on both the
wings were taken.

We were forced to advance with the loift regiment, and
a batallion of feapoys, about ten in the morning, under the
batteries of the head quarters, where we ftood above two
hours, expofed to a very heavy fire of the enemy's cannon,
as well as mulketry: we did not, however, fuffer much on
this occafion, as their batteries were pointed too high. At
one o'clock, we received orders to ftorm the large ft French
redoubt, which was oppofite to one of our batteries, that

mounted 21 guns. The men had firft fome rum and bifcuit

diftributed among them, and afterwards a fignal from head-
quarters was made to begin the ftorm.

We advanced in front with the ufual march, until we
came near the fmall wood, were we took our fuzees in the
right hand, and held them en balance, haftening forward,
with quick fteps, through the wood, which was inter feaed
with ditches and barricadoes. The heat on that day, as
well as the fire from the mufketry, and which wc v/cre in
the reach of, was intolerable. Not only cannon balls, but
twigs and branches, which were torn by them from tho
trees, were continually fhowering down upon us. Whole
ranks dropped down at once, either dead or wounded.
One of the firft who was killed, was our worthy friend,

Major rarenius: and, at his fide, fell lieutenant M .-.

However we got through the wood, behind which at about
40 paces diftant, was the above mentioned battery called
Siegtum, which kept up a very brifk firing upon us; but to
the unfpeakable aftonifhment of us all, we faw the loift
regivient had not advanced zvith mj; and that we, Hanoveri-
ans, were left quite alone, expofed to the fire of the enemy.
Our men, however, were extremely refolute. When wc

came cut of the wocd we were obliged to form afrelh. The
French were entrenched up to their chin j we, however,
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How kept up a regular and brifk firing, and then advanced,

with fixed bayonets, until we came up to the parapet.

The gre^t fuperiority in numbers of the enemy, preven-

ted the iuccefs of our firft attack ; but, as we retreated ia

good order, to the wood, and formed again, we attempted

a fecond, although we had been purfued by fonie hun-

dreds of the French, who anoyed us very much as we fell

back.

With the affiftanceof a batallion of fepoys, wc renewed

the attack, with an intrepidity that entirely deranged

the enemv ; who, on their commanding officer being fhot,

quitted the fort, and retreated, with the utmoft precipi?-

tation, to Cudalore,

We took poffeflion of it, with 17 pieces of cannon, and

fome artillerymen, who were wounded ; we alio found many

killed. The troops in the fort confided of 1,500 men, be-

longing to the regiments of La Marc and Aujlrajia.

Such was the end of that memorable hot day. We al&

got poffieffion of that important redoubt at Bondlbridge.

Our killed and wounded amounted to near 300; among th«

latter of which were ten Hanoverian officers.

ANECDOTES.

FIRMNESS*

jHLt a Ikirmllh near Saratoga, a Bat-man of General Frs-

zer's refcued from the Indians an officer of the Americans,

one Captain Van Swearingham, of Colonel Morgan's Vir<

ginia rifi'^-mcn ; tfiey were on the point of ftripping him,

which the man prevented, and recovered his pocket-book

from them containing all his papers of confequence, and his

commiffion ^ r i.
•

The Bat-man' brought him up to Gen. Frafer who in-

terrogated him concerning the enemy, but could obtam

no other anfwer, than that the American army was com^

manded by Generals Gates, and Arnold. General Frafer,

exceedingly provoked that he could gain no intelligence,

told him if he did not immediately inform him as ^o/^^^'^''

ad fituation of the enemy, be would hang Mm vp direttly ;
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the officer, with the moii undaunted firmnefs, replied,
<' You may if you pleaie." The general perceiving he could
make nothing of him, rode off, leaving him in the cuflody
of Lieutenant Dunbar of the artillery.

HEROISM.

X N the courfc of the aftion of Saratoga, Lieutenant Her-
vey, of the Britifh, a youth of fixteen, and nephew to Gen.
Hervey, received feveral wounds, and was repeatedly or-
dered off the field by Col. Anftruther; but his ardor would
not allow him to quit the battle, while he could ftand and
iee his brave lads fighting befide him. A ball ftriking one
of his legs, his removal became abfolutely neceffary, and
while they were conveying him away, another wounded
him mortally. In this fituation the furgeon recommended
him to take a powerful dole of opium, to avoid a feven or
eight hours life of moft exquifite torture : this he immedi-
ately conftnted to, and when the Colonel entered the tent
with msjor Harnage, who were both wounded, they afkcd
whether he had any affairs they could fettle for him ? '• His
reply was, that being- a minor, every thing was already ad-
juftcd;" but he had one requeft, which he had juft life

Ciiough to utter " Tell my uncle I died like a Soldier ]'-'

T ^^
JL HE Pruffian Field Marfhal ^cAzymn, died, as is weli

known, the death of a hero, in the battle near Prague.
His body after the battle, was carried to a neighbouring con-
vent, where foon after, appeared Princes, Generals^ and
officers of all ranks of the Pruffian army, to pay the laft re-
fpeft to this immortal General. They entered the room
where the lifelels corps was lying—and, impelled by a pro-
found relpea, all, at once, pulled off their hats, as if this
great vmnjiill was prelent, and alive; and leemed to wait,
as if they were ftili expeding his orders. The monks of
the convent, though, leis moved at it, admired with a filent
attention, the great impreffion, which true grcatnefs and
merit muff make on noble minds, when even the view oi
a dead body could inijpire i'o much veneration.
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THE AMERICAN WAR-,
V

{Continuedfrom page 186.)

CAMPAIGN, OF 1777 IN THE NORTH.

O efFeft a free communication, between New-York

and Canada, and to maintain the navigation of the Lakes,

was a principal objeft with the Britifh, for the campaign of

1777. An expedition in that quarter had been projeftcd,

by the Britifh miniftry, as the moft effeftual method that

could be taken, to crufh the colonies at once. They confi-

dered the New-England people, to be the foul of the con-

federacy, and promii'ed themfelves much by fevering them

i'rom all free communication with the neighbouring ftates.

They hoped, when this was accomplifhed, to be able to fur-

round them fo effeaually with fleets and armies, and Indi-

an allies, as to compel their fubmKTion.

For this purpofs an army of 4000 Britifh and 3Q00 German

troops, exclufivc of the corps of artillery, were put under

the command of General Burgoyne. Their train of artille-

ry was perhaps the fineft, that had ever been allotted to

fecond the operations of an equal force. Gen. Burgoyne

was furnlfhed with picked and experienced officers. The

moft eminent of thefe were Gen. Philips, Frafer, Powal,

and Hamilton ; the German generals, Riedefel, and Specht*

This large body of veteran troops, was to be kept together

as much as poflible. In order to produce this efte6l, the

inhabitants of Canada, were commanded to furnlfh men

fuSicient to occupy the woods on the frontiers, to prevent

defertion, to procure intelligence, and to intercept all com-

munication between the Americans and the malcontents in

the province. They were alfo required to provide men,

for the completion of the fortifications, at Sorel, St. John's,

Chamblee, and Ifle Aux Noix, for the carriage of proviii-

cms, artillery, and ftores, and for making roads Gen. Carle-

ton was ordered to ufe his intereft with the Indians, to

perfuade them to join in this expedition.

The Americans had bsen early attentive to their fecurlty In

that quarter. TIconderoga is fituatcd on the weftern fhore,

a few miles to the northward of that narrow inlet, which

unites Lake George, with Lake Champlaln. Crown Point

li«s more northward than Ticonderoga, and is iituate on aa

I i
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angle of land wafhed on two fides by water flowing over
rocks. A deep morafs covered the third fide, except in a

fmall part, where formerly the French had creaed lines,

and which ftiU continued. Thefe the Americans had
ftrengthened by additional works. Oppofite to Ticonde-
roga, on the eailern fiiore the Americans had with great in-

duftry fortified a high hill called Mount Independence.
On the top of it, which is flat, a fl:ar-fort had been ereacd,
Containing extenfive barracks well fupplied with artillery.

Themount ain ftretched in a floping direftion into the water,
ftrongly intrenched to its bafe, fupplied with heavy artil-

lery. Midway up the mountain, another battery was erec-
ted to cover the lower works. M^ith infinite labour the
Americans had united Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen-
dence by a ft;rong bridge of communications over the inlet.

Tv/enty-two funken piers fupported the bridge, at equal
diftances. Between the piers, floats were placed, fafl:ened

together with chains and rivets, and bound to the funk-
en piers. On the Lake Champlain fide of the bridge, a
boom, compofed of very large timber, was erefted, faften-

ed together by rivetted bolts and doubk chains, made of
iron an inch and half fquare. They ftrengthened Fort Schuy-
ler and erefted other fortifications, near the Mohawk Ri-
ver, requifitions were made by the commanding officer, in
the department for 13,600 men, as nccefl'ary for the fecurity
of this diftria. The adjacent ftates were urged to be in
readinefs for an aaive campaign.

Col. St. Leger, with a body of light troops and Indians
amounting to between feven and eight hundred men, having
been previoufly detached by the way of Lake Ontario, and
tlie Mohawk river, in order to make a diverfion in favour
of the Britilh army. General Burgoyne fet out from St.

John's on the fixteenth of June, i^-j-j^ The naval force,

under the command of Commodore Lutwych, preceded the
army, and opened the way for its advances, detachments of
Indians having been previoufly made from the river Bouquet.
Their fleet proceeded Vvithout any oppofition, and under its

proteaion the troops were landed about the middle of June,
and encamped at a fmall diflance from Crown Point, on the
north fide.

At this place General Burgoyne thought proper to give
the Indians a war feaft, and to make a fpeeeh to them. The
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purport of it was, to inda ce them to refrain from cruelty

and to mitigate their natural ferocity.

Gen. Burgoyne, before he advanced to Ticondcroga, iffucd

a manifefto, in which, with an ill judged policy, he threat-,

ened to punifii, with the utmoft feverity, thofe who refufed

to attach themfeives to the Britifh caufe, magnifying at the

fame time the ferocity of the favages. Having remained at

Crown Point a few days, the whole army proceeded to Ti-

condcroga,

This place, notwithftanding its apparent flrength, had one
difadvantage to contend with. To the fouthward of the

bridge of communications, which effe6lually prevented any

attack by water from the northern fide, was a hill called Su-

gar Hill, which overlooked and commanded both the works
at Ticonderoga and on Mount Independence. This hill the

Americans were unable to fortify, on account of the want

of men ; Gen, St. Clair, who commanded at Ticonderoga,

not having above 3000 men.

The Britifh army advanced with great circumfpeflion and

prudence on both fides of the lake, the fleet keeping in the

centre till the army had enclofed the Americans on the land

fide. The royal army proceeded with great expedition in

conilrufling works neceffary for the inveftment of that place.

By the 5th of July thefe works were completed, and a road

made to the top of Sugar Hill for the conftruftion of a bat-

tery there. In thefe circumilances Gen. St. Clair refolved'

to evacuate the poft. The fituation of this oihcer was em-

barraffincr. Such was the confidence of the States in the

fancied flrength of thispoft, and of the fuppofed fuperiority

of force for its defence, that the retreat without rilking an

aftion, could not fail of drav/ing on him the execration of

the multitude. To ftand ftill, and, by fuffering himfelf to be

furrounded, to rifk his whole army for a fingle poft, was

contrary to the true intereft of the States. In this trying

lituation, with the unanimous approbation of a council of

war, he adopted the refolution of facrificing perfonal repu-

tion to fave his army. In confequence of this determination,

ihe retreating army embarked as much of their baggage and

{lores as they had any profpeft of faving, on board batteaux,

and dilpatched them, under the convoy of five armed gallies,

to Skeneiborough. The army took the Caftle-Town road,

ia order to reach Skenelporough by land. The dawn of daj'j^
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on the 6th of July, difcovered this retreat. The Britifh im-

mediately began renxoving the immenfe work of framed tim-

ber funk in the water, and, after having cleared their way,

purfued the Americans with a brigade of gun-boats. They
came up with them near the falls of Skenefborough, engaged

and captured fome of the largeft gallies, obliging the Ameri-

cans to fet the others on fire, together with a confiderablc

number of their battcaux. The grand divifion of the array

under General Burgoyne, in gun-boats and two frigates,

followed and landed at South Bay. The Americans, after

fetting fire to their works, left Skenefborough. Gen. Fra-

fer, at the head of the advanced corps, preffed hard upon

the rear of that divifion of the Americans which had taken

the route of Hubberton, and which he overtook at five

o'clock on the morning of the 6th of July. He attacked

the Americans, who maintained their poft with great rcfolu-

tion.

Viftory for a long time was doubtful, but the arrival of a

reinforcement under the German General Riedefel decided

the fate of the day. The Americans, after fuftaining conli-

derable lofs, were obliged to give way.

The deftruttion of the gallies and batteaux of the Ameri-

cans, and the defeat of their rear, obliged General St. Clair

to turn off from Caftleton to the left, fearful of being inter-

cepted at Fort Anne. After a diftreflTing march of feven

days, he joined General Schuyler at Fort Edward. In the

xnean time a party of the Americans took the road by Wood
Creek, in order to proceed beyond Fort Anne, The ninth

regiment of the Britifli having been detached to take pofl

near that fort, overtook them. A warm engagement imme-

diately cofnm.enced, which, with various fuccefs, lafled

above two hours, but at lafl the Americans, after fetting fire

to Foit Anne, were obliged to retreat to Fort Edward. The

combined ftrength of this place did not exceed four thou-

fand four hundred men, including militia.

The latillcry lol>, by the evacuation of the northern pofls,

and taken or deflroyed in the armed vefTels at Skenefborough,

amounied to 128 pieces. The lofs of provifions was alf«

very confxdcrable.

Such was the rapid torrent of fuccefs, which in this peri-

od of ilie campaign i'vvept away all oppofition from before

the Royal aimy. They were highly eUicd with their good
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fortune; conlidercd their toils to be nearly at an end ; Alba-

ny to be within their grafp, and the conquell of the adjacent

provinces reduced to a certainty. Before we proceed, it

may not be improper to relate here a well contrived ftrata-

gei-n. General Schuyler took out of a canteen, with a falfc

bottom, a letter from a perfon in the intereft of the Ameri-

cans to Gen. Sullivan, and prepared an anfwer to it, drawn

up in fuch a flrain as to perplex and diftraa Gen. Burgoync,

and leave him in doubt what courfe to follow. This letter,

which fell, as was intended, into the Britifh General's hands,

had the defired efFea-, for he was completely duped and puz-

zled by it for feveral days, and at a lofs whether to advance

or retreat.

General Burgoyne, after remaining fome days at Skenef-

borough, left that place with an intention of taking the road

that leads to Pludfon's river, and thence to Albany, in order

to open a communication with Lake George, on which he

had embarked the heavy artillery and baggage. In this un-

dertaking the difiiculties which the royal army had to en-

counter were infinite ;* but all obftaclcs were furmounted i'o

that after making every exertion poffible, it reached Fort

Edward, on Hudfon's river, the 3eth of July.

Gen. Schuyler, who at this time commanded the Northern

American army, had pofted himfelf, immediately after the

affair of Hubberton, as already obferved, at Fort Edward.

On the advance of the Britifh army he retreated down

Hudfon's river to Saratoga, where he iffued a proclamation

calculated to counterad the efFed intended to be produced

by the manifefto pubiiihed by Gen Burgoyne.

While the Britifn were retarded in their advance by the

combined difficulties of nature and of art, events took place,

which proved the wifdom and propriety of the retreat from

Ticonderoga. The army faved by that means, was between

the inhabitants r.nd Gen. Burgoyne ; this abated the panic of

the people, raid became a center of rendezvous for them to

. * This general has, w5ih mucli reafon, been blamed for adopting

this difficult and tardy mode of condua; by returning (o Ticonderoga,

^nd embarking again on Lake George, he might have eafily p-'oreFflc'd

to Fort George, where there tvas » waggon road to the place ci h;» dtf*

tiir^auooj Foil Edward,
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repair to : On the other hand, had they flood their ground
at Ticonderoga, they mufl in the ordinary courfe of events,
in a fliort time, either have been cut in pieces, or furrender-
cd themfelves prifoners of war.

While danger was remote, the preffing calls of Congrefs
for the inhabitants to be in readinefs to oppofe a diftant foe
were unavailing; but no fooner had they recovered from
the firft impreffion of the general panic, than they turned out
with an unexampled alacrity.

Where the Mohawk falls into the Hudfon's river about

8 miles from Albany, is an Ifland in the fhape of a half

moon, called Stillwater. On this place General Schuyler,

pofted his army, in order to check the progrefs of Col. St.

Leger, who, as already obferved, had been detached by the

way of Lake Ontario and the Mohawk river, to make a di-.

veilion in favour of the main army of the Britifli. Gen.
Burgoyne ftill remained in the neighbourhood of Fort Ed-
ward, where on account of the difficulty of bringing the
(lores from Fort Edward to Hudfon's river, his army began
to experience great hardfhips. At this junfture he recei-

ved intelligence that Col. St. Leger had advanced up the
St. Lawrence, and had commenced his operations againft

Stanwix, a Fort fituate on a rifing ground at the upper end
of the Mohawk river. Gen. Burgoyne faw the nsceffity of

co-operating with Col. St. Leger, and of making a rapid

movement forward. The only difRculty was the v/ant of
provifions ; and this it was propofed to remedy by reducing
the American magazine at Bennington, a place about 20 miks
from Hudfon's river. On this expedition the German Col.

Baum, was difpatched with about fix hundred men, moflly

Germans, including a detachment of Riedefel's dragoons. On
the firft day Baum, furprifed a body of the Americans who
had affembled for the purpofe of oppofing the progrefs of
his detachment. On the fecond day's march he captured
fome cattle, and routed a fmall party of the Ameiicans near
a village called Cambridge. Here Baum was informed that

the Americans were affembled from New-Hamplhirc, and
the borders of Connecticut, for the defence of Bennington.
He halted at M^alloon Creek, and tranfmittcd this intelli-

gence to Gen. Burgoyne, who fent a detachment of five

hundred Germans under the command of Col. Brcyman ta

his aHi (la nee.
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The American General Starke, with a body of one thou-

fand men from New-Hampfhire and Maffachufetts, was at

this period on his route to join Gen. Schuyler. Having

rect:ived intelligence, however, of the approach of Colonel

BAurn. he altered his courfe and haftened towards Benning-

ton, where joining the continental troops under Colonel

V/arhCr, he fct out on the fixteenth of Auguft, and by teii

b* clock in the morning, furrounded Col. Bziim, at St, Co-*

jek's mill, on Walloon creek. The Americans commenced
a furious attack on all fides, and forced their advcrfaries to

retreat into the woods, leaving their commander mortally

iv^dunded on the field of battle. The favages who had ac*

compariied Baura, retreated at the commencement of the en-

gagement. Flufhcd with this vitlory, the Americans advan-

ced ^gainft the detachment under Colonel Breyman, who ig-

Xldrant of Bauni's defeat, ^v^s advancing to his relief ; but

the dbllacles which the roads prefented, had retarded their

progrefs. Breyman came up juO: in time to join the fuga-

tives of Baum's detachment. The Americans began a vi-

gorous attack on him and forced him to retreat. The lofs of

the Britifh in thefe two aftions, amounted to about 700 kii*

led, wounded and token prifoners. They alfo loft four

brafs field pieces, and four ammunition waggons. The lofs

of the Americans, inclufive of their wounded, was about

100 men.

Immc Jiatcly a;ter the defeat of Col. Baum, the royal ar-

my, which had advanced to Saratoga, drew back. In the

mean lime Col. St. Leger had commenced his attack upoii

Fort Stanwix, a fmall fquare log fort, with four baftions and

a ftockaded covered way, without any other out-works. It

was defended by Colonels Ganfevert and Willet, and 700

men. Col. St.*Leger had received intelligence that one thou-

fand Americans, under the command of General Harkimer,

were advancing to the relief of the fort. He therefore dif-

patched a party of regulars, and a number of favages into thci

woods, to lay in ambufli. The Americans advanced incau-

tiouHy. An unexpefted fire was poured upon them from

behind trees and bufhes, and the favages ruHung from their

concealment, made a dreadful {laughter. The Americans,

though furprized, did not retreat precipitately, but recover-

ed a riftng ground, which enabled them, by a kind of run-

ning fight, to preferve part of their detachment. The be-

iiegsd beiag informed of ilarkimei's appiuach. made a fally
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under Col. Willet, which was attended with fome fuccefs*

Having received, however, intelligence of the defeat of

liarkimer, he and another ofiicer undertook a very perilous

expedition. They penetrated, during night, through the

camp of the befiegers, and traverfed a fpace of fifty miles,

through deferts, woods and motaffes, in order to bring relief

to the fort. The befieged treated every propofal for a fur-

render with contempt. Col. St. Leger received information

that General Arnold, with 2000 men, and ten pieces of can-

non, was advancing rapidly to raife the fiege. This pro-

duced an immediate effed on the favages. A large party of

them departed, which made an immediate retreat neceflary.

The tents were left Handing, and the artillery and (lores fell

into the poffellion of the garrifon. General Arnold had ad-

vanced up the Mohawk river ; but, in order to arrive more

fpeedily at the place of his deftination, he had left the maia

body, and moved rapidly forward with a body of about 900

men. He arrived at the fort two days after the fiege had

been raifed. His affiftance being now unneceffary, he re-

turned with his army to reinforce General Gates, who had a

fliort time before taken the command of the American army

in the north.

The arrival of General Gates at the army had given frefli

vigour to the exertions of the inhabitants. The militia,

flufhed with their recent vidory at Bennington, ccllefted in

great numbers to his ftandard. A fpirit of adventure burft

forth in many different points of direftion. While General

Burgoyne was urging his preparations for advancing towards

Albany, an enterprize was undertaken (Sept. 13) by Gen.

Lincoln, to recover Tlconderoga and the other polls in the

rear of the Britifli army. He detached Col. Brown, with

500 men, to the landing at Lake George. The Colonel con-

duced his operations with fo much addrefs, that he furprized

all the out-poTcs between the landing at the north end of Lake

George, and the body of the Fort of Ticonderoga. He alfo

took Mount Defiance and Mount Hope, the French lines,

and a block-houfe, 200 balteaux, fcveral gun-boats, and an

armed PiOop, together v/ith 290 prifoners. Flowever, Col.

Brown and Col. Johnfon, the latter of whom had been de-

tached with 500 men to attempt Mount Independence, found

that the rcduftion of either that pod or of Ticonderoga, was

bfvond their ability.
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ACTION AT STILLWATER.

VTENERAL Burgoyne having at laft coUe£ted about thirty

days provifions, and a bridge of boats being conftrufted in

lieu of the bridge of rafts which had been carried away by
incelTant rains, his whole army croffed Hudfon's river on
the 13th and 14th of September, and encamped on the

heights and plains of Saratoga, with a vaft train of artillery.

On the nineteenth of September, they advanced in front of

the Americans at Stillwater. Their right wing was com-

manded by General Burgoyne, and covered by Gen. Frafer

and Col. Breyman, with the grenadiers and light infantry,

who were pofted along fome high grounds on the right.

Their front and flanks were covered by Indians, Provincials,

and Canadians. Their left wing and artillery were com-

manded by Generals Philips and Reidefel, who proceeded

along the great road. The nature of the country preventing

the Americans from beholding the different movements of

the Britifh army, they detached a body of five thoufand men
to attempt turning the right wing, and attacking Gen. Bur-

goyne in the rear. Being checked in their defign by General

Frafer, they made a rapid movement, which the peculiar

fituation of the country prevented from being difcovered,

and advanced to attack the Britifh line on the right. The
engagement began at three o'clock in the afternoon of the

igth of September, and continued till after fun-fet. The
conflift was only partial for an hour and a half, but then it

became general. A conftant blaze of fire was kept up, and

both armies feemed to be determined on death or vi^lory.

The Americans were led to the battle by General Arnold,

who diftinguifhed himfelf in an extraordinary manner.

As day light clofed, the Americans retired, leaving the

Britifh mafters of the field of battle. The Britifh loft up-

wards of 500 men, including their killed, wounded and pri-

loners. The Americans, inclufive of the miffing, loft 319*

No folid advantages, however, refulted to the Britifh

troops from this encounter. The conduft of the Americans

had fully convinced every one that they virere able to fuftain

an attack in open plains with the intrepidity, the fpirit and

the coolnefs of veterans. For four hours they maintained a

conteft hand in hand, and when they retired, it was not be-

Kk
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ACTION AT STILLWATER,

G'ENERAL Burgoyne having at laft coilefled about thirty

days proviflons, and a bridge of boats being conftrufted in

lieu of the bridge of rafts which had been carried away by

inceffant rains, his whole army croffed Hudfon's river on

the 13th and 14th of September, and encamped on the

heights and plains of Saratoga, with a vaft train of artillery^

On the nineteenth of September, they advanced in front of

the Americans at Stillwater. Their right wing was com-

manded by General Burgoyne, and covered by Gen. Frafer

and Col. Breyman, with the grenadiers and light infantry,

who were pofted along fome high grounds on the right.

Their front and flanks were covered by Indians, Provincials,

and Canadians. Their left wing and artillery were com-

manded by Generals Philips and Reidefel, who proceeded

along the great road. The nature of the country preventing

the Americans from beholding the different movements of

the Britifh army, they detached a body of five thoufand men
to attempt turning the right wing, and attacking Gen. Bur-

goyne in the rear. Being checked in their defign by General

Prafer, they made a rapid movement, which the peculiar

fituation of the country prevented from being difcovered^

and advanced to attack the Britifh line on the right. The

engagement began at three o'clock in the afternoon of the

a9th of September, and continued till after fun-fet. The
conflift was only partial for an hour and a half, but then it

became general, A conftant blaze of fire was kept up, and

both armies feemed to be determined on death or viclory.

The Americans were led to the battle by General Arnold,

who diftinguifhed himfelf in an extraordinary manner.

As day light clofed, the Americans retired, leaving the

Britifh mafters of the field of battle. The Britifh loft up-

wards of 500 men, including their killed, wounded and pri-

foners. The Americans, inclufive of the miffing, loft 31 9.

No folid advantages, however, refulted to the Britifh

troops from this encounter. The conduft of the Americans

had fully convinced every one that they w^re able to fuftain

an attack in open plains with the intrepidity, the fpirit and

the coolnefs of veterans. For four hours they maintained a

conteft hand in hand, and when they retired, it was not be-

Kk
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caufc they were conquered, but becaufe the approach of

night made a retreat to their camp, abfglutely neceflary.

This aftion though it decided nothing, was followed by

important confequences. Of thefe one -was the diminution

©f the zeal of the Indians in the BritiOi army. Fidelity and

honour arc bat feeble motives in the minds of Savages,

They had been difappointed in their hopes of plunder, and

%he check which the EngliCh had received at Bennington

and Fort Stanwix, had chilled that ardour which they had

at firft manifefted. They deferted Gen. Burgoyne in th©

feafon when their aid would ha.ve been moft ufeful. Very
little more perfeverance was exhibited by the Canadians and

•- .. /nil . .

•'

other Britifh provincials. They alfo abandoned the Britifh

iiandard, when they found, that inftead of a flying and dif-

pirited enemy, they had a numerous and refolute force oppo-
ied to them.

Both armies lay in fight of each other for fome time, each

fortifying thei.r camp, in the ftrongeft manner pofliblc. This

delay was extremely beneficial to the Americans, in as much
a& it enabled them to increafe the number of men, and to

obtain a powerful reinforcement of {lores and provifions,

from the Southern States.

From the commencement of the expedition. Gen. Bur-

goyne had promifed himfelf a flrong reinforcement from

that part of the Britifh army, which was ftationed at New-
York. He depended on its being able to force its way to Al-

bany, and to join him there, or in the vicinity. With this

expedation he had crofled Hudfon's river and given up
all communication with the lakes.

Such a diverfion was indeed made about this time. Sir

Henery Clinton condu6led an expedition upon the Hud-
fon's river. This confided of about 3000 men, and was ac-

companied by a fuitable naval force. They reduced the

Forts, Clinton and Montgomery, in the lower parts of Hud-
fon's river. The Americans deftroyed Fort Conftitutionj

and fet fire to two new frigates, and fome other velTels,

Inftead of pufhing forward to Burgoyne's encampment or

even to Albany, the Britifli fpent feveral days in laying

w^fte the adjacent country. Gen. Tryon, deftroyed a fettle-

ment called Continental Village, which contained barracks

for 1500 men. Sir James Wallace, with a flying fquad-

ron of light frigates, and Gen, Vaughan, with a delaclimeut
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of land forces, continued on and near the river for feveral

days, defolating the country near its margin ; Gsn. Vaughan

lb completely burned Efopus, a fine tlourifhing village,

that a fingle houfe was not left ftanding, though on his ap-

proach the Americans liad left the town, without making any

refiftance. While the Britifh by thsfe wanton devaftations,

were doing mifchief to individuals without fervingthe cauie

of their royal mafter, they loft the precious time to bring

Gen. Gates's army, by pufliing forward, bet weeri two fires.

General Burgoyne's difficulties began to in^re:'i'e daily.

The Americans had augmented their ftrength Ji fuch - man-

ner as to render him diffident of the ^o^ihifY of mining

^ood his retreat. His army was reduced to Iil..e more than

5000 men, who were limited to half the ulual allowance of

p^ovifions. The ftock of forage was entirely exhaufted,

Ld the horfes were perifliing in great numbers for the want

of it In addition to thefe circumftances, General Burgoyno

had yet received no intelligence of the approach ot General

Clinton, or of the diverfion which was to be made. Envi-

roned thus by difficulty and danger, he refolved to try the

difoofition of the Americans, to examine the pombihty of

advancing, and of dinodging them from their polls on the

left which would enable him to adopt the melancholy re

fource of retreating to the lakes. Purfuant to this determina-

tion he detached a body of fifteen hundred men, which he

headed himfelf, being attended by Generals Phdips Riedc-

fel and Frafer. The Britifh camp was defended on tne

hik grounds by Generals Hamilton and Specht ;
and the re-

doubts and parts adjacent to the river by brigadier Gell. This

detachment' had fcarce formed, within lels than half a miie

of the American entrenchments, when the Americans made

a furious attack on their left, where the grenadiers were

pofted The Americans alfo made a movement round the

ri-ht of the Britifh, to prevent their retreat; but the Bntilli

li^ht infantry and the 24th regiment inflaiitly formed, m

order to fruftrate the intentions of the Americans.

The BritiOi left wing in the mean time, was obliged

to retreat, and would inevitably have been cut to pieces,

bu^ for the intervention of their hght infantry, and the

twenty-fourth regiment. The whole detachment was no^

Ider'the neceffuy of retiring; with the lots of hx pieces

Of urtilkry. Scarce had the BriUn. Uoo^^ entered Ui.ii
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lines when they were again impetuoufly attacked by the
Americans, who, notwithftanding a mofl heavy fire, began
a furious aflault upon their intrenchments. They were led
by Gen. Arnold, who attacked Lord Balcarra's light infan-
try with great eagernefs. The refi fiance was firm, and the.
engagement for a long while doubtful. A wound which
Arnold received, at length gave the vidory to the Englifh,
and the Americans were repulfed from this quarter. In
another however, they were more fuccefsful. The intrench-
ments defended by the German troops under Colonel Brey-
man were carried fword in hand. The Colonel was killed

and his troops retreated, with the lofs of all their baggage,
artillery, &c. Night clofed the dreadful fcene. The Britifh

officers fuffered this day more than their common proportion.
Among their flain, were Gen. Frafer, Colonel Breyman

j

and feveral other officers of note, befide a confiderable num-
ber of wounded. The Americans took upwards of two
hundred officers and privates prifoners, befides nine pieces of
brafs artillery

; and the encampment of the German brigade
with all their equipage. But what was of the greatefl con-
fequence, they obtained from the fpoils of the field, a

large fupply of ammunition, under a fcarcity of which they
had long laboured.

General Burgoyne was now mofk critically fituated ; he
could not continue in his prefent pofition without a cer-

tainty of deflruftion ; he therefore refolved to make a to-

tal and immediate change of pofition. With great fecrecy

and filence the whole army removed, with all their baggage

and artillery to the heights above the hofpital during the

night. This movement reduced the Americans to the necel-

fity of making a new difpofition. On the fucceeding day,

the eighth of oftober, tlie Britifh made feveral attempts to

induce the Americans to hazard a battle. They were howe-
ver ineffeftual, and the whole day was occupied in continu-

ed fkirmifhes.

The Americans had refufed to hazard a battle becaufe they

were preparing to carry meafures into execution which

would have immediately completed the ruin of the Britifh

army. Thefe were to turn General Burgoyne*s right, which
if efl^^efted would have enclofed him Qn all fides. The Bri-

tifh General, however difcovered thefe intentions before

they were carried into execution. An niftant retreat there*
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fore to Saratoga was now the only alternative left, which

was efFcfted without any ob{lru8:ion on the part off the

Americans, but it was impoflible to carry off the fick and

wounded from the hofpital. General Gates, however, be-

behaved whh his wonted humanity, and the unfortunate

tenants of the hofpital were treated with all imaginable ten-

dernefs. When the Britilh arrived at the fords of Fifhkill

Creek, which is iomewhat towards the northward of Sarato-

ga, they found the watchful Americans already occupying

them, but on the approach of the retreating army, they reti-

red over the river Hadfon,to a larger fo/ce, which had

been detached thither to obHrud the paffage of the royal.

troops.

An attempt was now made to retreat to Fort George.

Gen. Burgoyne detached a body of artificei.^ under a ilrong

efcort before the army, in order to repair the bridges, and

open the road to Fort Edward. The appearance of the

Americans, however prevented the artificers from cffeding

their purpole, and they were under the necelTuy of making

a precipitate retreat, en account of the defertion of their ef-

cort. The Americans ftreiching aloag the farther fhore of

the river Hudfon, annoyed the batieaux of the royal army

in fuch a manner, that they we: e forced to l.nd the provi-

fions and convoy them to the camp up a ftsep hill ;
the

Americans pouring, during the whole time, a mod tremen-

dous fire on the men employed in this fervice. Surrounded

in this manner by deflruclion. Gen. Burgoyne reiolved to

attempt a retreat by night to Fort Edward, each foldier car-

rying his provifions on his back. Their artillery was to be

left behind. But even this fad alternative was rendered

impradicable. While the Britifn army were preparing to

march, they received information that their enemies had al-

ready poffeffed themfelves of the road to Fort Edward, and

that they were well provided with artillery.

The fituation of the royal army had now attained the cli-

max of difficulty and danger. Abandoned in the moft criti-

cal moment, by their Indian allies, unfupported by their

brethren in New-York, enervated by incelTant toil, and

greatly reduced in their numbers by repeated battles, they

were inverted by a numerous army, without a pofiibihty of

leueat, or of procuring provifior>s. A eontinual cannonade
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pervaded their camp, and rifle and grape fhot fell In many
parts of their lines.

Every hope of relief being now at an end, on the 13th of

Oftober, 1777, General Burgoyne ordered an cxaftftatement

to be made of the flock of provifions, which was found not

to exceed fcvcn or eight days fubfiflence for the troops. The
JBritifh General inftantly called a council of war, at which
not only field ofhcers, but every Captain, was ordered toaf-

fifl. Their unanimous opinion was, that their preTent fitua-

tion juflified a capitulation on honourable terms.

After various melTages between General Burgoyneand Ge-

neral Gates, the fubfequent articles of Convention wefre fet-

tled.

1. The troops under Lieut. General Burgoyne to march

out of their camp with the honours of war^ and the artillery

of the intrenchments to the verge of the river where the old

fort flood, where the arms and artillery are to be left. The
arms to be piled by word of command from their own ofHcers,

2. A free paffage to to be granted to the army under Lieut,

General Burgoyne to Great-Britain, upon condition of not

ferving again in North-America during the prefent conteft;

and the port of Bofton to be afTigned for the entry of tranf-

ports, to receive the troops, whenever General Howe fhall

fo order.

3. Should any cartel take place, by which the army un-

der Lieut. General Burgoyne, or any part of it, may be ex-

changed, the foregoing article to be void, as far as fuch

exchange fhall be made,

4. The army under Lieut. General Burgoyne is to march

to MaJlachufetts Bay, by the eafieft and mofl expeditious and

convenient route; and to be quartered in, near, or as conve-

nient as pofTible to Boflon, that the march of the troops may
not be delayed when tranfports arrive to receive them.

5. The troops to be fupplisd on the march, and during

their being in quarters, with provifions, by Major General

Gates's orders, at the fame rate of rations as the troops of

his own army; and, if pofTible, the officers, horfes, and

cattle are to be fupplied with forage at th« ufual rates.

6. All olliccrs to retain their carriages, bat-horfes, and

other cattle, and no baggage to be molefted or f'earched ; Lt.

General Burgoyne giving his honor^ that there are no pyb-
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lie ftores contained therein. Major General Gates will of

courie take the neceffary meafures for the due performance

of this article : fliould any carriages be wanted during the

march, for the tranfportation of officers baggage, they are,

if poOible, to be ftjpplied by the country at the ufual rates.

7. Upon the march, and during the time the army Ihall

remain in quarters, in the Maffachufett's-Bay, the officers

are not, as far as circumftances will admit, to be feparated

from their men. The officers arc to be quartered according

to their rank, and are not to be hindered from aifemblin^

their men for roll-callings, and other neceffary purpofes of

regularity.

8. All corps whatever of Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne's army,

whether compofcd of failors, batteaux-men, artificers, drivers,

independent companies, and followers of the army, of what-

ever country, (hall be included in the fulled fenfe and utmoft

extent of the above articles, and comprehended in every re-

fpeft as Britifh fubjefts.

9. All Canadians, and perfons belonging to the Canadi-

an eftablifliment, confiftingof failors, batteaux-men, artificers,

drivers, independent companies, and many other followers

of the armv, who come under no particular defcription, are

to be permitted to return there : they are to be conduaed

immediately, by the fhorteft route to the firft Britilh poft oa

Lake George, are to be fupplied with provifions in the fame

manner as the ether troops, and to be bound by the fame con-

dition of not ferving during the prefent conteft in North-

America.

10. Paffports to be immediately granted for three officers,

Tiot exceeding the rank of Captains, who (hall be appointed

by Lieut. General Burgoyne, to carry difpatches to Sir Wil-

liam Howe, Sir Guy Carleton, and to Great-Britain by the

wav of. New-York; and Major General Gates engages the

public faith, that thefe difpatches ffiall not be opened. Theic

officers are to fet out immediately after receiving their dif-

patches, and are to travel by the ffiorteft route, and in the

moft expeditious manner.

,1. During the ftay of the troops in the Maffachufetts-

Bay, the officers are to be admitted on parole, and are to be

permitted to wear their fide arms.

12. Should the army under Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne find

it neceifary to fend for their clothing and other b^sgage from-
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Canada, they are to be permitted to do it in the mofl convei
nicnt manner, and neceffary palFports to be granted for that
purpofe.

13. Thefe articles are to be mutually figned and exchang-
ed to-morrow morning at nine o'clock ; and the troops un-
der Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne are to march out of their entrench-
ments at three o'clock in the afternoon.

Horatio Gates, Major-General,

To prevent any doubts that might arife from Lt. Gen. Bur-
goyne's name not being mentioned in the above treaty, Ma-
jor General Gates hereby declares, that he is underftood to
be comprehended in it, as fully as if his name had been fpc^
cifically mentioned.

^ Horatio Gates.
l-^amp at Saratoga,

Oftober 16, 1777.

_

The number of men who furrendered, amounted, includ-
Kig Canadians and Eritifh Provincials, to near fix thoufand.
ihe hck and wounded in the hofpitals amounted to fix hun-
dred; and it was computed that their lofs in killed, taken
and deferted, fubfequent to the capture of Ticonderoga, was
i^ear three thoufand men. The ftores which the Americans
acquired were confiderablc. The captured artillery confifted
of 35 brafs field-pieces. There were alfo 4647 mufkets, and
a variety of other ufeful and much wanted articles, which fell
into their hands. The Continentals in Gen. Gates's army
v^ere 9093, the militia 4100 ; the number of militia, howe-
ver, was conftantly fluftuating.

Such was the melancholy event of a campaign from which
the Britifli expefted the moft important benefits. The cap-
ture of General Burgoyne was the hinge on which the revo-
lution turned. While it encouraged the perfeverance of the
Americans by well grounded hopes of final fuccefs, it en-
creafed the embarrallments of that Miniftry which had fo in-
cffeftually laboured to compel their fubmiffion.

In a fhort time after the Convention was figned, General
Gates moved forward to Hop the devaftations of the Britifti
on the North river. But on hearing of the fate of Burgoyne,
Vaughan and Wallace retired to New- York.

Immediately after the furrender of the troops, commanded
by General Burgoyne, they were marched to the vicinity oJF:
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BoHdn, From the general unwillingnefs of the people to

oblige them, it was impofliblc to provide immediately for fo

large a number of officers and foldiers, in luch a manner as

from the articles of the Convention they might reafonably

€xpe£l. The officers remonftrated to General Burgoyne,

that fix or feven were crowded together in one room^ with-

out any regard to their refpe^iive ranks, in violation of the

7th article of the convention. Gen. Burgoyne forwarded

this account to General Gates, and aided, " the public faith

is broken.'* This letter corroborated an apprehenfion, pre-

vioufly entertained, that the captured troops, on their em-

barkation, would make a jundion with the Britifli garrifons

in America. The declaration of the General, that '« the

public faith w,s broken" while in the power of Congrefs,

was confidcred by them as deftroying the fecurity which

they before had in his perfonal honour: for in every event

he might adduce his previous notice tojuftify his future con-

dua. They therefore refolved, " That the embarkation of

General Burgoyne and the troops under his command, be

poftponed till a diftina and explicit ratification of the Con-

vention of Saratoga be properly notified by the Court of

Great-Britain to Congrefs.

EUROPEAN PROCEEDINGS CONNECTED WITH THE AME-
.

RICAN REVOLUTION.

X HE confequences which the capture of Burgoyne's army

produced in Europe were of great moment. In Great Bri-

tain the mod fanguine expedations had been raifed from the

Canada expedition, the rapid fuccefs of which, in its firft fta-

ges feeming to promile the mod fortunate iffue. A jundioii

of the northern army with that of New-York was confident-

ly expefted ; it was hoped that by thisjunaion a decifive

blow 'would be given to the rebellion, by cutting off the

northern from the middle and fouthern dates. The Britidi

nation, elevated with fuch hopes, and encouraged to cheridi

them by the fird intelligence from Canada which brought an

account of the almod indantaneous reduaion of Ticonde-

roga, and the deftruaion or capture of the American naval

force in the Lake Champlain, iuffered proportionate diiap-

poiatment upon hearing of the ultimate failure of the ex-
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pcdition, and the total lofs of the army. But if the dlfap.
poimment of the Britifh nation was great, that of the mini-
ftry was ftill greater

; and in a fit of defpondency it would'
Icem, they determined, for the fake of peace, and of getting
rid of a troublefome and expenfive war, to give up every
thing for which they had orginally contended. To the
furpnze of all and to the no fmall mortification of thofe who
had hitherto zealoufly fupported the meafures of admi-
mftration, the minifter in the month of February 1778, intro-
duced two bills into the Houfe of Commons, which were
paffed through both houfes of parliament with great difpatch
and received the royal affent on the nth of March By
the firft of thefe the duty payable on tea imported into
America, which was the original caufe of difpute, was
repealed and a legiflative declaration was made, tl4t tho
King and parliament of Great Britain would not in future
impofe any tax or duty whatfoever payable in the colonies,
except only fuch as fhould be neceffary for the regulation of
trade, and in fuch cafe that the nett produce of the duty fo
impofed fhould be applied to the particular ufe of that colo-
ny in which it fliould be collefted in the fame manner as
other duties colkaed under the authority of the affemblies.
By the other of thefe aas, authority was given to the King
to appoint commiflioners with full powers to treat, confult
and agree, with any affemblies of men whatfoever in America
and even with individuals, concerning any grievances exift,
ing in the goverment of any of the colonies ; or in the laws
of Great Britain extending to them, concerning any contri*
bution to be furnifhed by the colonies, and concerning any
other regulations which might be for the common good of
both countries

; with a provifo, however, that fuch agree,
ment fhould not be binding until ratifiea by parliament. But
in the following inftances the commiflioners were to be in.
vefted with abfolute power, exercifeable however, accord,
ing to their diicretion, for proclaming a ceffation of hof-
tiluies by fea and land, for opening an intercourfe with the
mother countr^s for fufpending the operations of all afts of
parliament relating to the North American colonies, paffed,
fince the tenth of February 1763, and fbr granting pardons
to all defcriptions of perfons.

This moment of defpondency, humiliation, and debafement
^ii feized by the court of VcrfaiUes, to give a fatal blow to
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the over grown power of her rival. Ever fince the com-

jnencement of the revolution the Americans had been encou-

raged in their oppofition to Great Britain, by iec ret a ffuran-

ees of affiftance from the court of France, and by fupplies

of money, arms, and ammunition, clandeftinely conveyed to

them. The French were in the mean time making prepara-

tions ; and their original delign was, probably, to abftain

from an open declaration, until Great Britain and the Ame-
rican States had mutually weakened each other in their ci«

vil contention. But the difafter which happened to Gen.

Burgoyne's army, and the confequent conciliatory mealures

about to be adopted by the Britifli cabinet, at laft obliged

them to throw of the mafque. They knew that the Ameri-

cans, notwithftanding their fuccefs at Saratoga, ftiU labour-

ed under very great difficulties; and that for want of in-

ternal refources, whilft their foreign trade was almoft anni-

hilated by the Britifh cruifers, it was impoflible for them,

without affiftance to keep a refpeftable army in the fields

for any length of time ; and they dreaded, left under fuch

unpromifing circumftances, they fhould be induced to ac-»

cept the terras which they knew were to be offered to them.

To prevent this, and to defeat the efFe6l of the conciliatory

meafures about to be adopted by the Britifh cabinet, two trea-

ties were now entered into between the French King and

the Thirteen United States ; one of commerce, and another

of defenfive alliance ; which were finally figned at Paris,

the 6th of February 1778, by the Chevalier Gerard, in be-

half of the French King, and by Dr. Franklin, Silas Deane,

and Arthur Lee, in behalf of the American States. The

firft of thefe, as its title imports, was intended to regulate the

commerce to be carried on between the countries of the con-

trafting parties ; and the principal objeft of the other was^

to fecure the fovereignty and independence of the colonies

;

it being ftipulated, that if a war in confequence of this treaty

fhould break out between Great Britain and France the two
contrafting parties (hould mutually aflift each other, according

t'i their power and ability, and that peace fhould not be made

without the confent of both, nor until the fovereignty and

independence of the colonies, both in matters of govern-

ment and commerce, fliould be exprefsly or tacitly acknow-

ledged by the King of Great Britain.
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Intelligence of the engagements between France and Ame-
rica was quickly tranfmitted by the Britifh Ambaffador at Pa-
ris, Lord Stormontjto the BritiQi miniftry ; and this was the
caule why the conciliatory bills were pafled with fo much dif-

patch through the two houfes of pailiament. It was hoped that

they might reach America, before the Congrefs had received

intelligence of what had been done in France, and, that they
might be apprifed of what was intended, even before it was
com,)leated, rough drafts of the bills, as foon as they were
introduced into parliament, were immediately difpatched to

the Britifh commander in chief in America, to be forward-

ed to Congrefs, On their arrival in America, they were
fent to Congrefs then at York-Town. When they were re-

ceived, on the 2ift of April, Congrefs was uninformed of

the treaty which their deputies had lately concluded at Pa-

ris. A committee was appointed to examine thefe bills and
report on them. Their report was brought in the day fol-

io iving and adopted. The Britifh plan for conciliation be-

ing wholly founded on the idea of the flates returning to

their allegiance, it was utterly reje£ied. The Britifh c-om-

miirioners for peace, who iometime after arrived in Ame-
rica, were not more fuccefsful. They received an anfwer
of Congrefs, which ftiewed that all negociation, except upon
the ground of acknowledging their independence, would be

unavailing, a.id that nothing but conqueft could reunite the

colonics to the Britifh Empire".

O 1 the 2d of May, i>ilasDeane arrived at York Town, with
copies of the treaties already mentioned, entered into by the

French King and the American Plenipotentiaries which were
recciveo with heartfelt joy.

Soiicwndi mo; e than a month previous to the failing of the

Briull;i commiilioners, the French ambalTador, by order of his

court formally notified to that of London, the nature of the
cngdi^cments entered into between his fovereign and the Uni-
ted Slates of Annerica, and fome days after quitted London, and
returned to France, about the lame time that the Britifh Am-
bailador quitted Paris, This notification was confidered as

^mouniin^ to a declarition of war, and although war was not
adually deqla^red both kingdoms rigoroufly prepared for open
boflilities,

Vv'c now return to the two armies which we left towards,

the cloic of the prefent campaign in Pennfylvania.
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General Wafhington, foon after the furrender of the Rrit-

i(h northern army, received a confiderable reinforcement from

the army under the command of General Gates. With this

increL\fed force he took a pofition near White Marfli, which

in a militaj-y point of view was admirable. On the 4th of

December, General Howe, who had new enterprizes in view,

marched out of Philadelphia with almoft his whole forcC;

exutiding to bring on a general engagement. He marched to

the right of the Americans, and made every appearance of an

intention to attack the American camp. Several days paffed

away, during which fome fkirmifhes took place. A general

adion was hourly expetl d, but after various marches and

counter-marches, the Britilh hied off from their right, in

full march for Philadelphia. Soon after thefe events, Gen.

Small wood, with a corps, was pofted at Wilmington, on the

banks of the Delaware, and General Wafhington, with the

jnain armv, retired to winter quarters at Valley Forge, fix-

teen miles diflant from Philadelphia. This pofition was pre-

ferred to dillmt and more comfortaWe villages, as being cal-

culated to give the mjfbextenfive fecurity to the country ad-

jacent to Piulad^lohr^i. Some hundreds of the Americans

were without lilies, (lockings, or bhnkets. Whilft the

Britifh enjoyed ;ll the e.^iveniences which an opulent city

afforded, the former h d to fit down in a wood, in the latter

end of December, and 10 build huts for their accommodation.

Tire cheerfulncfs wita which the General and his army fub-

mitted to fpend a I'evere winter in fuch circumftances rather

than leave the country expofed by retiring farther, demon-

ftrated as well their patriotifm as their filled refolution tO

fuffer eveiy inconvenience in preference to fubmillion.

FOURTH CAMPAIGN, I778,

X HE winter and fpring paffed away without any more re-

snaikdble events in either army, than a few luccefsful excur-

fions of parties from Philadelphia to the neighbouring coun-

try, for the purpofe of bringing in fupplies, plundering or

deftroying property.

The firil adive meafure of this campaign, on the fide of the

Britilh, was the evacuation of Philadelphia, and the retreat
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of their army to New-York. Through the interference of a
hoftile maritime power, the command of the Tea was about
to be difputed by the contending parties. Hence greater cir-

cumfpeftion became neceffary in the choice of ports for the
Britifli army. It was uncertain where the French might at-

tempt to ftrike a blow ; whether upon the continent of Ame-
rica, or in the Weft-Indies. It was therefore neceffary that

the Britifh army fhould occupy a ftation from which rein-

forcements might be fent with eafe and expedition wherever
they fhould be required. Philadelphia bein^ an hundred miles
diftant from the fea, and communicating with it only by a
winding river, was not adapted to fuch a purpofe. Order*
were therefore fent from England for the evacuation of Phila-

delphia, which was effefted at three in the morning, on the
i8th of June, the Britifh army retiring to the point of land
below the town formed by the confluence of the Delawarfe
and the Schuylkili, where the boats and veffels belonging
to the Britifh navy were ready to receive them. They paffed
the Delaware unmolefted, and were encamped on the Jerley
Ihore, by ten in the forenoon.

General Wafhington having penetrated into the dengn of
the Britifh commander to evacuate Philadelphia, had previ-
oufly detached General Maxwell with a brigade into New-
Jerfey, with orders to affemble the militia, break down the
bridges, and by every means in his power impede and harrafs
the Britifh troops in their retreat, until he, with the main
army, fhould crols the Delaware, and fall upon their rear.

The route of the Britifh army was along the eaftern bank
of the Delaware as high as Trenton. General Wafhingtoii
therefore was obliged to make a confiderable circuit to crofs
it higher up. A little to the left of the moft northerly road
leading from Trenton to New York, the country of New-
Jerfey becomes high and mountainous. This country Gen.
Wafhington entered when he pafTed the Delaware at CorrelPs
Ferry. The flow movement of the Britifh army indicated a
iJe'fign in Sir Henry Clinton, who now commanded the Brit-
ifh army, to draw General Wafhington from his advantage-
ous fituation, and either force ah engagement in the level
Country, dr, by a rapid movement, gain the high grounds
which the Americans had quitted. This, Gen. Wafhington
guarded againfl, by keeping for Tome time a cautious dif-

Cahce, fending forvvard detachments of light troops to watch
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the motions of the enemy, and hang on its flanks and rear.

The courfe of the Britifli army now pointed from the Dela-

ware, and the farther it advanced in this new direftion, the

more General Waihington fl^rengthened hi^ detachments.

BATTLE OF MONMOUTH.

wHEN Sir Henry Clinton had advanced to Allcn-town,

he determined, inftead of keeping the direft courfe towards

Staten-lfland, to take the road which led to Sandy Hook,

as that which prefented the feweft impediments to obftru^.

bis progrefs. Along this road, therefore, the Britiih army

was ordered to march ; and having proceeded fome miles,

they encamped on the 27th of June, on fome high grounds,

in the neighbourhood of Freehold court-houfe, in the coun-

ty of Monmouth. General Wafhington had fo powerfully-

reinforced his advanced detachments, that the Marquis d^

la Fayette firft, and afterwards General Lee, were in fuccef-

fion fent to take the command of them. They had takea

poft at Englifti Town, a few miles in the rear of the Bridlh.

army. General Wafhington, with the main body of the Ame-

rican army, encamped about three miles in the rear of his

advanced corps.

Such was the difpofition of the two armies, on the even-

ing of the twenty leventh of June. The American General

relolved to make an attack the follQwing morning, before,

the Britifh troops fhould reach an advantageous pofition,.

about twelve miles in their front. Orders were accordingiy

fent to Gen. Lee, to begin the attack with th? advanced

corps as foon as the Britifli army fhould be in motion, with

an intituationthat Gen. Wafliington with the main body of

his army would advance and fupport him. Sir Henry Clin-

ton fenfible of the approach of the Americans made a new

difpofition in order more efFeftually to prote^ his baggage.

The Britifh array marched in two divifions ; the van com-

manded by Gen. Knyphaufen, and the rear by Lord Corn-

wullis ; but the whole of the baggage was now put under

the care of Gen. Knyphaufen's divifion, that their rear di-

vi'fion, under Lord Cornwallis, being difencumbered, might

be ready to a6: with vigor, as circumftances fhould re^uirc^
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• This arrangement being made, Gen. Knyphaufen*s divi(i«

on, confifting of the German troops, the yagers excepted, the

fecond battalion of light infantry, with the baggage, march-

ed at break of day on the 28th of June, whilft the other

divifion, headed by Sir Henry Clinton, did not move till

near eight, that it might not prefs too dole upon their bag-

gage, which was fo enormous as to occupy a line of march

of near twelve miles in extent. The rear guard of the Bri-

tifli army had fcarcely defcended from the heights of Free*

hold into a plain of three miles in length and one in breadth,

when the advanced corps of the American army appeared,

defcending into the plain from the fame heights which the

Britifli army had juft before quitted. Sir Henry Clinton,

about the fame time, was informed that large columns of the

Americans were feen marching on his flanks, which confirm-

ed him in his firft opinion, that the defign of the enemy was

upon his baggage; and as that was now engaged in defiles

which would continue for a confiderable diftance, no other

mode of affording relief to Gen. Knyphaufen's divifion ap-

peared to him fo eligible, as that of making a vigorous attack

upon the corps which appeared in his rear, which, if luc-

cefsful, would compel the American commander to recall

the detachments lent forward on his flanks.

The Britifh made a difpofition for commencing the attack

in the plain; but before it could be carried into execution

the Americans retired and took poft on the high ground,

from which they had before defcended.* The Britifh troops,

afcended the heights and attacked the Americans with fo

much fpirit, that they were obliged to give way. In this

critical moment Gen. Wafhington came up with the main

body of his army, and took poffeflion of iome flrong ground

* Theconduft of General Lee, on this day, which was fo fevercly

arraigned by the Americans, was worthy ofapplaufe. He had been be-

trayed acrofs fome n^irrcw paflVs of a marfti, by the perfuafion, that he

had to deal with a rear-guard of only two or three battalions. When
be fuddenly perceived fix thoufand men, forming to leceive him he

retired with fuch quicknef; and decifion, though not attacked, that he

repaired the marfli before the Britifh line was in rcadinefs to move.
Had he, in expectation of fupport, maintained his ground on the plain,

until the enemy had attacked him, he muft have been overpowered,

and would not have had any retreat.
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behind a defile, over which the Britifh troops muft neceffa-

riiy paCs in purfuit of the retreating corps, by this judicious

pofition, he probably faVed his advanced corps from total

ruin. The check the Britifli received afforded time to make

m difpofition of the left wing,and (econd line of ihe American

army in the wood, and on an eminence to which Lee was re-

treating. On this, fome cannon were placed by Lord Ster-

ling, who commanded the left wing. Gen. Green, took aa

advantageous pofttion, on the right of Lord Sterling, The

Britifh now attempted to turn the left flank of the Ameri-

cans, but were repulfed. They alfo made a movement to

the right, but Gen. Green with artillery difappolnted their

defign. Gen. Wayne, now advanced with a body of troops,

and kept up a fevere and well direded fire. The enemy re-

tired and took the pofition which Lee had before occupied.

Here their flanks were fecuredby thick woods and morafl"es,

while their front could be approached only through a narrow

pafs. Night put a flop to any further operations. Gen. Wafh-

ington, intended to renew the aftion the next day, but the

Britilh commander being confident that the end was gained,

for which the attack had been made, marched his troops fi-

icntly away in the night, leaving behind him four officers

and about forty privates, all fo badly wounded, that they

could not be removed.

In the different engagements of this day, the lofs of the

Britifh army in killed, wounded and miffing, and thofe who

died of fatigue, amounted to three hundred fifty eight men,

including twenty oflicers. Such was the extreme heat of

the day, that three fergeants, and fifty fix men, dropped dead

without a wound. The lofs of the Americans in killed and

wounded was about two hundred and fifty, including thirty

officers. The miffing amounted to one hundred thirty, but

many of them, having only dropped through heat and fatigue

foon joined the army.

The Britifh army proceeded on its march, until, the bag-

gage having reached Sandy-Hook, there was no farther ap-

prehenfion for its fecuriry. The Britifh fleet from the De.la-

-w'are Was there ready to receive it ; and whilfl preparations

were making, by a bridge of boats for tranfporting the Bri-

tifh troops acrof^san inlet of the fea, which feparates Smdy

Hook from the continent, Sir Henry Clinton, with the army

Mm
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under his command, lay for two days encamped at the dif-

tance of fome miles in the country, expefting an attack

from Gen. Wafhington. But the American army, after the

aftion of Monmouth, marched to the North River. The
B/itifh General proceeded from his camp to Sandy Hook,

where his army was embarked on the fifth day of July, and

the fame day landed at New York,

Gen. Wafhington, with his army, encamped at the White

Plains, a few miles beyond Kingfbridge, where the Britifli,

though only a few miles diftant, did not molefh them. They

remained in this pofition from an early day in July, till a

late one in the autumn, and then the Americans retired to

Middle-Brook in Jerfey, where they built themfelves huts

in the fame manner as they had done at Valley Forge.

The Britifh having departed from Philadelphia, Congrefs,

after an abfence of nine months, returned to the former feat

of their deliberations, and foon after gave a public audience

to M. Gerard, the Miniftcr Plenipotentiary from the Court

of France. It afforded ample materials for philofophic con-

templation, that the fame fpot, which, in lefs than a centu-

ry, had been the refidence of favages, fhould become the the-

atre on which the reprefentatives of a new, free, and civil-

ized nation, gave a public audience to a Minifter Plenipoten-

tiary, from one of the oldell and moft powerful kingdoms

of Europe.

The French, as foon as they had determined to take aa

open and aftive p^rt in behalf of the Americans, began im-

mediately to arm by fea. At Toulon they equipped a Fleet

of twelve fhips of the line and fix frigates ; which, with a

confiderable number of troops on board, failed from thence

on the thirteenth of April, under the cbmmand of the Count

d'Eftaing; but from adverfe winds, did not pafs the Straits

of Gibraltar till the fifteenth of May, and arrived on the

coaft of Virginia on the 5th of July, the fame day on which

the Britifh army had embarked at Sandy Hook. Had he

found the Britifh fleet in the Delaware, and their army in.

Philadelphia, it is not eafy to determine what might have

b^en the confequence of a joint operation between him and

General Wafhington.

The Britifli Miniflry, who were not unapprized of the

equipment of the French fleet under the command of Count

D'Eftaing, got ready a fleet of an equal number of fliips, thp
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command of which was given to Vice Admiral Byron. This

fleet failed from Plymouth on the ninth of June.

The Count D'Eftaing, difappointed in his firft fcheme hf
the evacuation of Philadelphia, of which he received intelli-

gence whilft he lay off the mouth of the Chefapeak, coafted

along the American fhore to the northward, and on the ele-

venth of July appeared off Sandv-Hook.

The Britifh fleet then in the harbour of New-York, altho*

much inferior to the fleet under D'Eflaing, was neverthelefs

refpeftahle ;fthe fhips being well manned, and ably officered.

It confifted of fix fhips of the line, and four of fifty guns,

with a number of frigates and fmaller vetfels. The fight of

the French fleet raifed all the aftive palTions of their adverfa-

ries. Irritated againft the French, for interfering in what

they called a domeflic quarrel, the Britifh difplayed a fpirit

of zeal and bravery which could not be exceeded. A Brit-

ifh fleet blocked up in one of its own ports was fuch a phcc-

nomenon as filled them with indignation.

The French fleet continued without the Hook for eleven

days, during which time the Britifh had the mortification of

feeing the blockade of their fleet, and the capture of about

twenty veflels under Englifh colours. On the twenty-fe-

cond, the French fleet appeared under weigh. The long

meditated attack, it was now fuppofcd, was inflantly to be

made ; and fo confident were all, that it would prove abor-

tive, in confequence of the preparations made for defence,

that the critical moment which was to decide, not only the

fate of the Britifh fleet, but of the army, was waited for with

impatience. But the count D' Eflaing, as foon as the fhips

had weighed anchor, inflead of attempting to enter the har-

bour made fail to the Southward, and was foon out of fight.

Whether he ever ferioufly intended to make an attempt

upon the harbour of New-York, but after reconnoitering its

fituation, with the difpofitions made for defence, relinquifh-

ed the defign as imprafticable, or whether his appearing be-

fore that harbour was only a feint to draw the attention of

the Britifh commanders from the place where his attack was

really intended, is uncertain. After quitting New-York,

and flanding to the fouthward as far as the mouth of the

Delaware, he changed his courle, and fleered for Rhode-

ifland, before which he arrived on the twenty-ninth of July.
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By his departure, the Britlfh had a iecond efcape, for ha€
lie remained at the Hook but a few days longer, part of the
fleet of Vice Admiral Byron muft have fallen into his hands.
That officer, as already obferved, failed from England on the
ninth of June, to counteraa the defign of Count D'Eftaing.
This Iquadron, on the third of July, was difperfed and fepa-
rated by a ftorm. It now arrived fcattered, broken, fickly,
difmafled, or otherwife damaged. Within eight days after
the departure of D'Eftaing, four fail of the line arrived fmgly
at Sandy Hook.

The expulfion of theBritifh troops from Rhode-Ifland. of
^^'h^lch they had been in poffeflion fmce December, 177&,
had been in the contemplation of the Americans for fevercl
months paft. In the fpring of this year. General Sulhvan
was fent to take the command in its neighbourhood, and made
preparations for invading it. Such was the eagernefs of the
people to co-operate with their new allies, that fome thou-
fa.ids of volunteers engaged in the (ervice. The royal troops
on the ifland, having been lately reinforced, were about 6cooi
and General Sullivan's force was about lo.roo.

The Britifh commander at Rhode-ifland, General Pigot
perceiving the object of his adverfaries, projeaed about the
end of May two different enterprizes into Providence Planta,
tion, in order to retard the operations of the Americans. Ii>

the firft, under Col. Campbell, feveral houfes at Briftol and
Warren, filled with military and naval (lores, fome gallies and
armed Hoops, and one hundred and twenty-five boats, which
were built on the Hickamuft river, for the purpofe of the
invafion, were burnt and deftroyed ; and eighteen pieces of
ordnance, were rendered unferviceable. And in the laft ex-
pedition under Major Eyre, a laige quantity of boards, plank,
and other materials for fnip-building, were burnt. Thefc
loffes retarded the preparations of the Americans fo much^
that when D'Eftaing arrived off Rhode-Iftand, they were
not in readinefs for co-operation.

The French Admiral ffationed two of his frigates in the
f^eaconnet Paffagc on the eaft, and two of his line of battle

ilnps in the Narraganict Paffage,on the weft fide of the iiland,

to interrupt the communications of the garrilon, whilft,.with.
the remainder of his fleet, he anchored off Brenton's Ledge,
at the louth caft fide of the ifland, in a fituation open to the.

ka. On the eighih of Auguft, every thing being in readi-
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nefs on the part of the Americans, he entered the harbour of

Newport with his fleet.

The Britifh fleet was now increafed to eight line of battle

fhips, five (hips of fifty guns, two of forty four guns, four

frigates, three fire-fhips, two bombs, and a number of fmall-

er vefl'els. With this force Lord Howe followed the French

fleet, and appeared in fight of Rhode-Ifland onUhe ninth of

Auguft. He came to an anchor the fame evening, off Point

Judith, which forms the entrance on the fouth-weft fide into

the great bay that encompafl'es Rhode-Ifland, and the other

fm-iUer iflands adjacent. On the following morning, the

wind having changed to the north eaft, the French Admiral

failed out of the harbour with all his fliips, and forming them

in order of battle as they came out, bore down upon the Brit-

ifh fleet. The Britifli Admiral, for the prefent, thought it

prudent to decline an engagement, and flood to the fouthward,

in the hope that a fhift of wind might enable him to gain the

weather-gage.

While the two commanders were exerting their naval flcill

to gain refpeftively the advantages of pofition, the wind frefh-

ening into a tremendous ftorm, not only parted the t'>vo fleets

from each other, but feparated and difperfed the individual

fliips of each fquadron. In this confliO: of the elements, two

French fliips of theline were difm-afted. Thedifperfion of the

two fleets gave occaiion to the accidental meeting of fingle

fhips, and produced engagements between them. The Re-

nown, of fifty guns, fell in with the French Admiral's fhip,

the Languedoc, of eighty-four guns, difmafted ;
and relolute-

iy afi"ailed her with apparent advantage, until darknefs put

an end to the engagement. The fame evening, a fimilar en-

gagement happened between the Prefton, of fifty guns, and

the Tonant, a French fhip of eighty guns, with her main-

maft only ftanding. Night put an end to the conflift. Six

fail of the French fquadron coming up in the night, faved

the difabled fhips from any farther attack. The Briufh fuf-

fered lefs in the ftorm than their adverfaries, yet enough to

make it necefi"ary for them to return to New-York, for the

purpofe of refitting. The French fleet came to an anchor on

the 2orh, near to Rhode-Ifland, but failed on the 22d to Bof-

ton.

As fcon as the Britifh fleet, which was now further aug-

mented by the arrival of the Monmouih, one of Admiral By-
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ron*s fleet, was fufficicntly refitted, Lord Howe put to fea

with it again, hoping lo reach the Bay of Bofton before the

French fleet; but in this hope he was difappoirited. Upon.

his entering the bay, on the 13th of Auguft, he found the

French fleet already in the harbour, and fo well fecured by
,

lying within certain points of land, on which batteries had

been erefted to cover and command the anchorage ground,

that all attempts againft them, in this fituation, appeared ira-

^rafticable. He agaia fee fail, proceeding to the relief of

Rhode-Ifland : but his affiftance in that quarter no longer be-

ing neceflary, he returned with his fieet to New-York, to-

wards the middle of September. After the arrival of the re-

mainder of Admiral Byron's fquadron, Lord Howe refigned

the command of the BrU'fh fleet to Admiral Gambier, and

took his departure for England.

Before the French fleet failed for Bofton, the Marquis de

la Fayette and Gen. Greene went on board the Languedoc, to

confult OH meafures proper to be purfued. They urged the

French Admiral to return with his fleet into the harbour, but

his principal officers were oppofed to the meafure. He had

orders to go to Bofton, if his fleet met with any misfortune.

But whatever were the real re^fons which induced him to

fail for Bofton, the Americans were greatly difTatisfied.

They complained that they had incurred great expence and

danger, under the profpeft of the moft effeftive co-operation ;

that they were abandoned at a time, when by perfevering in

the original plan, they had well grounded hopes of fpeedy

fuccefs.

We will briefly relate the progrefs and iffue of the invafton

of Rhode-Ifland, wliich would not have been undertaken

but in the profpeft of a co-operation of the French fleet.

Previoufly to the arrival of the French fleet, Rhode-Ifland

was fufficiently protedcd againft ara invafion from the Ame-
ricans, by the garrifon which the Britifh had placed in it,

and by the frigate and other fmaller veflels of war, which
were ftationed round it for its fecurity. Soon after the ar-

rival of the French fleet upon the American coaft, the Bri-

tifh garrifon was reinforced with five battalions, under Ge-
neral Prefcot. As foon as the Count D'Eftainghad detach-

ed t wo of his line of battle fhips into the Narraganfet pafTage,

and as many frigates into the Seaconnet pafTage, the retreat
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of fuch of the Britifh ftiips as were advanced beyond them.

Was cut off : They could neither put to fea nor return to tho

harbor of Newport ; and in order to prevent them from falling

into the hands of the French, they were difmant-led and burnt.

Sir Robert Pigot, being threatened witli a defcent in feveral

quarters at the fame time, was obliged to withdraw his out-

pofts, and concentrate his force in an intrenched camp ia

the neighborhood of Newport. Thus all the north part of

the Ifland was left unguarded by the Britifh, and there Ge-

neral Sullivan efFeded a landing on the ninth of Auguft, th«

day after the French fleet had entered the harbour of New-

port. On the fourteenth, the Americans took poffeffion o£

Honeyman's-Hill, and began to conftrud batteries, form

lines of communication, and make regular approaches, which

were continued without intermiffion until the morning of

the twenty-fixth. But the departure of the French fleet for

the harbor of Bofton, threw a fatal damp upon the fpints of the

men who compofed Gen. Sullivan's army. They returned

home infuch numbers (three thoufand of them having gone

off in the courfe of one day) that the force which at laft re-

mained, did not exceed that of the Britifh garrifon. In thefe-

embarraffing circumftances, Gen. Sullivan extricated himfelf

with judgment and ability. He faw the impoffibility of fuc-

ceeding, and took meafures for effeaing a retreat. Orders

were difpatched to repair and ftrengthen the works in his

rear upon the north part of the ifland, and alfo at Bnft«l

and Tiverton, upon the continent. His heavy artillery and

ba-age were fent off; and every preparation that was necef-

farT being made, he began his retreat in the night of the

twenty-eighth of Augufl:. Gen. Sullivan gained a march of

feveral hours, unperceived by the Britifli army, and by poll-

ing his lieht troops on various eminences in his line of march

and leavi^ng them behind him with orders to fl.irmi(h with

the Britifl. troops as they advanced, and then retire, he wav

enabled to make good his retreat with the main body of hi*

army, to a commanding fltuation at the north end o the

ifland ; which, as we have feen, he had^previoufly ftrength

ened with fome additional works, for the purpofe o cover

ing his retreat. Gen. Pigot difcovered the -treat of the

Alericans at day light, on the morning of the twenty-.mth

anda purfuit being inllantly ordered, the whole day was
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fpent in fkirmifties ; in which, the covering parties of the
Americans were driven from the different pofts occupied by
them, until they fell back upon the main body of their army,
by this time encamped on the ground already mentioned.
Thefe flcirmifhes were terminated by afharp aftion, in front
of the American encampment, obftinately maintained for
half an hour, at the end of which, the Americans being rein-

forced, repulfed their purfuers. The lofs on each fide, in
killed, wounded, and miffing, was between two and three
hundred.

Gen. Sullivan, the next morning, received advice, that

Lord Howe's fleet, with Sir Henry Clinton and 4000 troops
on board, had again failed from New-York, and that a fleet

was off Block-Iffand. He therefore concluded immediately
to evacuate Rhode-Ifland. In the evening of that day, after

having purpofely exhibited every appearance of an intention
to maintain his ground, he filently ftruck his tents as foon as

it was dark, and withdrew his troops unperceived ; which,
with the help of the numerous boats that attended upon him,
were in a few hours tranfported acrofs the channel to the
continent.

Sir Henry Clinton, having been difappointed in cutting

off the retreat of the Americans from Rhode-Ifland, return-

ed with his fleet to New-York, but direfted General Grey to

proceed to Bedford and the neighbourhood, where feveral

American privateers reforted. The fleet of tranfports landed
the Britifh troops on the banks of the Acufhnet river, on
the fifth of September ; and fuch was the rapidity of the exe-
cution, that by noon of the next day they were all re-em-
barked, having in the mean time burnt and deftroyed all the
fhips in the whole extent of the river, amounting to above

70 fail. They alfo burnt at Bedford and Fairhaven a num-
ber of ftorc-houfes filled with provifions and warlike ftores.

On the eafl: fide of the river they difmantled and burnt anin-

cjofed fort mounting eleven pieces of heavy cannon. The
royal troops, being re-embarked, proceeded to the ifland call-

ed Martha's Vineyard, where they deftroyed a few v'effels,

and obliged the inhabitants to deliver up the militia arms,

the public m.oney, 300 oxen, and 2000 fhcep. A fimilar

expedition, under Capt, Fergufon, was about the fame time

undertaken againft Little Egg-harbour, on the caft coaff of
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New-Jcrfey, at which place the Americans h d a number of

privateers and prizes. Several of the vellels got off, but all

that were found were dcftroyed. Before the , e embarkation

of the Britilh from Egg Harbour took place, Capt. Fcrgu-

fon wi'h 250 men, in the night, furprized and put to death

about fifty of Pulafki's corps, which was pofted in the vicin-

ity. But one of the mod diiaftrous events which occurred

during this campaign, was the furprize and maffacre of an

American regiment of light dragoons under the command of

Col. Baylor. They weie employed in a detached fituation,

to intercept a Britifti foraging party, and had taken up their

lodgings in a barn, near the village of Old Taapan. Major

General Grey commanded the party which (urprized them.

His men proceeded with fuch filence and addrefs, that they

cut off a fcrjeant's patrole without noife, and furrounded old

Taapan fo completely, that very few of the regiment quar-

tered in it were able tomake their cfcape. They ruftiedinupon

Baylor's regiment, while they were in a profound lleep. In-

capable of defence, the furprized dragoons fued for qu-r-

tcrs. Unmoved by their fupplications, the Britifh applied

the bayonet, and continued its repeated ihrufts while objcas

could be found in which any figns of life appeared. Baylor

himfelf was wounded. He loft 67 killed and wounded, and

40 were made prifoners, Thele were indebted lor their

lives to one of Grey's Captains, who gave quarters to the

whole fourth troop, contrary to the orders of his fuperiors.

Humanity would induce us to throw a veil over fights fo

hideous and deformed, did not a fenfe of duty, with a view

to prevent their repetition, inftigate us to narrate fuch enor-

mities.

The feafon for aaive operations drawing near to a clofe,

and no other force being neceffary to be kept at New-York,

during the winter, than would be fufficient for the defence

of the different pofts occupied by the Britifh troops, a de-

detachment of live thoufand troops was embarked to pro-

ceed to the Weft-Indies, under the command of Gen. Grant,

This force, which failed from Sandy Hook on the third of

November, was elcorted by* a iquadron of fix ftiips of war,

under the command of Commodore Hotham.

In thefummer of this year, General Robert Howe, an of-

ficer in the American fervice, undertook an expedition a-

gainft Eaft Florida. This was rcfoived upon, with the doa-
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ble view of protefting the State of Georgia from incurfions of
the loyalifls, who were obliged to fly from the Carolinas and
Georgia, and of caufing a diverfion. Howe, with two thou-
land men, moftly militia, proceeded as far as St. Mary's riv-

er. On his approach, the Britifh deftroyed a fort they had
crefted there, called Tonyn, and retreated towards St. Au-
gufline. However, ficknefs raged among the Americans to
luch a degree that an immediate retreat became n^ceffary.

Hitherto the conqueft of the United States had been at-

tempted from North to South : But in the clofe of this year

that order was inverted, and the Southern States became the

principal theatre of Britifh war operations. Georgia being

one of the weakeft States in the Union, was marked out as the

firft objeft of warfare.

The Britifh troops fent on this fervice (confifting of two
thoufand men) were commanded by Col. Campbell, and the
Baval force by Commodore Hyde Parker.

Gen. Howe had juft returned from his unfuccefsful expe-

dition, and lay with his army encamped in the neighbour-

hood of Savannah at the time of the arrival of the Britifh

fquadron from New-York.
This fleet accomplifhed, the twenty-ninth of December, a

knding about 12 miles up the river Savannah. From the

landing place, a narrow caufeway, with a ditch on each fide,

led through a rice fwamp, to a high plantation ground, at

the dilUnce of fix hundred yards. Capt. Cameron, of the
71ft regiment, having firft reached the fliore with his com-
pany of light^infantry, immediately formed them, and ad-

vanced along the caufeway, at the end of which was pofted

a party of the Americans under Capt. Smith. Thefe receiv-

ed him with a general difcharge of mufketry, by which this

ofEcer and feveralof his company were killed. But the Brit- '

ifh, rufhing on with impetuofity, made their way good, and
compelled Capt. Smith to retreat. Whilft the refl of the

troops were landing, Col. Campbell reconnoitered the pofi-

tion of the Americans, and determined to attack them before

the evening. The Britifh troops having advanced within
half a mile. of the enemy, were formed in order of battle.

Gen. Howe, the American officer to whom the defence of
Georgia was committed, had drawn up his forces, confifllng

of about 600 continentals, and a few hundred militia, acrofs

t^e main road leading to Savannah, and about half a mile from^
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It. His right was covered by a thick woody fwamp, and the

houfes of a plantation filled with riflemen ; his left reached to

the rice fvvamps upon the river, and the town and fort of Sa-

vannah covered his rear. In this pofition the American G«.

neral waited the approach of the Britifli troops ;
and had the

attack been made only in front, probably the ground would

have been obftinately difputed. But the Britifti commander

having received information of a private path leading through

the fwamp, which covered the right flank of the Americans,

detached the light infantry, under Sir James Baird, fupport-

ed by the New-York volunteers, to proceed by that path,

and gain Howe's rear. This detachment, having fafely

gained their ftation, fuddenly iffucd from the fwamp, and at-

tacked a body of militia, which was pofted to fecure the great

road leading from Ogeeche. Hitherto the Britilh troops iii

front had remained quiet upon their ground ;
but as foon as

it was perceptible that the light infantry had turned the flank

of the Americans, the whole BritiOi line received orders to

advance and move on brifl?:ly ; and the artillery, which had

been previoufly formed behind a fwell in the ground, to con-

ceal it from view, was inftantly run forward to the eminence,

and began to play upon the Americans. Howe, thus attack-

ed in front and rear, ordered an immediate retreat. The

Britifh purfued with great execution. Before night, thirty-

eight commiffioned officers, and four hundred and fifteea

men, 48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, the town and fort of

Savannah, with its ammunition and ftores, the fliipping in

the river, and a great quantity of p^rovifions, were in thd

pofl'efnon of the conquerors, whofe lofs, during the whole

of this day, amounted only to feven killed, and nineteen

wounded,

. General Prevoft, who commanded the Britifh forces in Eaft

Florida, had received orders to advance with them into the

fouthern extremity of Georgia. He accordingly began his

inarch from Eaft-Florida, about the fame time that the embark-

ation took place from New-York. After encountering many

difficulties, he arrived at Savannah, and took the command

of the combined forces from New-York and Eaft-Florida.

Previous to his arrival, a proclamation had been iffued to en-

courage the inhabitants to come in and fubmit to the con-

querors. Campbell difcovered abilities no lefs adapted to

govern than to conquer. He did more in a few days, and
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with a fmall number of men, towards reftoring the BritJIk
government, than all the General officers who had preceded
him in the projefted conqueft. He at once extirpated mili-
tary oppofition, and lubverted, for iome time, every trace
of a repuoixan government. Georgia was the only State in
the Union, in which, after the declaration of Independence,
a Icgiflative body was convened under the fanaion of Bri-
tain.

Such were the principal events on the American fea-coafl:

<5uring thi.s campaign. On the weftcrn frontiers a delultory
war was carried on between the States and the Indians, in
the mode peculiar to thole lavages. Mutual incurfions were
made, and rum and devaftation followed on the fteps of the
invaders. Whole families were butchered, their houfes
burnt, the growing corn cut up, and entire plantations laid
V'afhe. In this barbarous warfare the flourifhing new fettle-

mem of Wyoming, on the banks of the Sufquehannah, fell

a facrifice to an incurfion of the Indians : And the Indian
fettlements of TJnadilla and Anaquago, upon the upper parts
of the lame river, which were alio inhabited by white peo-
ple attached to the royal caule, were in their turn ravaged
and deftroyed by the Americans.

^^ FIFTH CAMPAIGN, I779.

A HE rigour of winter fufpended all military operationt
between the two great armies in the State of New-York, un-
til the return of fpring ; but even after that time the war,
during the whole campaign, was, as {hall be hereafter relat-
ed, carried on for little more than diftrels and depredation.
In the more Southern States, Carolina and Georgia, however,
the re^eftablifhment of Britifh government was effeaually
attempted. After the reduftion of Savannah, a great part of
the State of Georgia was reftored to the King's peace. The
royal army in that quarter, now under the command of Gen.
Prevoft, was ftrengthened by numerous reinforcements. At
that time there were but few continental troops in thofe
States, as during the late tranquillity in that quarter, they
had been detached to ferve in the main armv under Gen.'
Wafhington. A body of militia was railed, an<i fent forward
by North-Cai-olina to aid her neighbours, hut did not join the.
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continental troops till they had retreated out of Georgia, and

taken poft in South-Carolina. 1

General Lincoln was, in September of the laft year, sp*

pointed by Congrefs to the command of their Ibuthern army.

That officer was the fecond in command in the army which

captured Burgoyne, a circumftance which of itfelf was fuf.

ficient to give him eclat. But his judicious, brave, and fpi.

rited conduE on the occafion, gave him flill better pretenti-

ons to fame, and entitled him, in the opinion of the Ameri-

cans, to no fmall fhare in the glory of the atchievement. He

arrived at Charlefton in South-Carolina about the beginning

of December.

The royal army at Savannah began to extend their pof!s,

and made preparations to take poiTeffion of Port-Royal, in

South-Carolina. Major Gardiner, with 200 meia, being de-

tached with this view, landed on the ifland, but General

Mouhrie, at the head of an equal number of Americans, at-

tacked and drove him off it. This repulfe reftrained the Brit-

ifh from attem.pting any immediate enterprize to the north-

ward of Savannah, but they fixed ports at Ebenezer and Au-

gufta, extending themfelves over a great part of Georgia ;

they alfo endeavoured to ftrengthen themfelves by reinforce-

ments from the Tories in the weftern fettlements of Georgia

and Carolina. In this attempt they were fuccefsful. Several

hundreds of them rendezvoufed, and fet offtojoin the royal

forces at Augufta. Among thofe loyalifts, there were many

of the mod infamous charafters. They had no fooner began

their march, than they commenced fuch a Icene of plunder-

ing of the defencelefs fettlements through which they paffcd,

as induced the orderly inhabitants to turn out to oppofe

them. Col. Pickens, with about three hundred men, pur-

fued and came up with them near Kettle Creek. An aflion

took place, in which the Tories were totally routed. About

40 of them, with their leader, were killed, and the reft dif-

perfed.

The Britifli had extended their pofts on the Georgia fide

of Savannah river. This induced Gen. Lincoln to fix en-

campments at Black Swamp, and nearly oppofite to Augufta^

on the Carolina fide. From thefe pofts he formed a plan of

crolTing into Georgia, with the view of limiting the Bntifh

to the low country, near the ocean. In the execution of this

defign, Gen. Afh with 1500 Norih-Carolina militia, and a-
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few regular troops, after croffing the river Savannah, tcr\
a pofnion on Briar-Creek

; but in a few days he was lurr ru
2cd by Col. Prevoft, brother of G,n, Preyoft, who havuP
Blade a circuitous march of fifty miles, came unexpeftedly on
his rear with about 900 men. The militia were thrown into
confufion, and fled at the firft fire. They had 150 men kil-
led, and 162 were taken prifoners. Of thofe who got off
lafe, a great part returned home, fo that the number which
rejoined the American camp, did not exceed 450 men. This
event opened a communication between the Biitifh, the
Indians, and the Tories of North and South-Carolina.
The Americans foon after refumed their original plan of

penetrating into Georgia
; part of their force was ftationed

on the North fide of the Savannah, while Gen. Lincoln and
the main army, which was reinforced by this time, croffed
near Augufta into Georgia. Gen, Prevoft availing himfelf
of Lincoln's abfence. croffed into Carolina over the fame ri-
ver, with about 2400 men, among which there were a lar^e
party of Indians. Gen. Moultrie, who was charged witli
the defence of South Carolina was forced to retire. Vx/hen
Lincoln found that Gen. Prevoft was lenoufiy pufliing for
Charlefton, he re-croffed the Savannah, and purfued him.
The abfence of the main army, Moultrie's retreat, the plun-
derings of the invaders, and above all the dread of the Indi-
an Savages, diffufed a general panic among the inhabitants-
Many were induced to apply for Britilh protedion. In the
mean time,the South Carolinians' made every preparation for
the defence of their capital, the fuburbs were burnt down •

lines were carried acrofs the Peninfula, between Afhley and
Cooper rivers; and cannon were mounted at proper inter-
vals, in its whole extent. In a few days a force of 3300 men
alTembled in Charlefton for its defence.
An advanced detachment of the Briti'fh of 900 men, appear-

ed before the town, the eleventh of May. The town was
-ummoned to furrender. CommifTioners from the garrifon
xvcre fent to propofe a neutrality during the war between
Great Britain and America. But as thefe terms were refufed
thcgarnfon expefting an immediate alfault, prepared accordl
Higly. The Briiim however, did not think proper to at-
tempt a ftorm.

The approach of Gen. Lincoln induced the Britifh com-
maiider to retreat from Charkflor., filing off with his wtole
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force from the main, to the iflands near the fea, to prevent

being between two fires. Both armies encamped in the vU

einity of Charlefton, watching each others* motions. John's

Ifland, of which the Britifti had taken poffeflion, is fepara-

ted from the main land by an inlet, to which has been given

the name of Stono River ; and th« communication between

the one and the other is prefervcd by a ferry. Upon the

main land, at this ferry, the Britifh had eftablifhed a poft, as

well for the fecurity of the illand, as for the proteaion of

their foraging parties. For the defence of it they had thrown

up three red^oubts, joined by lines of communication. The

rear was covered by Stono inlet.

The weak ftate of the garrifon, which did not much ex-

ceed 500 men, fit for duty, tempted Gen. Lincoln to attack it

with a view of cutting it off. On the twentieth of June, he

advanced againft it with a fuperior force. The attack lafted

for above an hour, but at la ft the Americans were forced to

retreat, which they did in good order, carrying with them

fome of their killed and all their wounded. The Britifh

counted 129 killed and wounded ; and thelofs of the Amer-

icans was above two hundred killed, wounded and mimng.

The militia under Gen. Lincoln were diftieartened by this

unfuccefsful attack, and the greateft part of them foon after

returned to their plantations. The Britifh troops were no

farther molefted. They evacuated Stono Ferry, and retiring

2lon<r the fea coaft, paffed from ifland to ifland, until they

reached Beaufort, in the ifland of Port Royal. At Beaufort

Gen. Prevoft eftablifhed a poft, the garrifon of which he left

under the command of Col. Maitland, and returned with the

reft of the Britiih army to Georgia.

The profligate condud of the officers and foldlers of the

Britifti armv, in plundering the houfes of individuals, during

this incurfion is incredible. Negroes were feduced or forced

from their mafters, furniture and plate were feized without

decency or authority, and the moft infamous violations of

every law of honor and honefty-, were openly perpetrated.

Individuals thus accumulated wealth, but the royal caufe fuf-

fered, and the Britifn arms incurred an everlafting ftigma.

The American army under Gen. Lincoln, foon after the ac-

tion of Stono Ferry, retired to Sheldon, and nothing of any

confetiuence was attempted by either army, till the arrival ot
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a French fleet on the coaft, rouled the whole country to im.
mediate aaivity. ^ ^
As foon as Admiral D'Eftaing, in the month of November

W *A ? .'' "'"^ '^' ^''"'^ ^''' '' ^°^°"' he iailcd for thewelt Indies. About the fame time, as before related, Com-
modore Hotham with the Briuft fleet, fet out from New-
^ork, to the fame theatre of operations. The Britifh took
it Lucia, and the French took St. Vincent's and Grenada.
After the redoftion of the latter, D'Eftaing retired to Cape
^lanco.s. Here he received letters from Gen. Lincoln and
Mr. Plombard, the French Conful at Charlefton, i„ which
they reprelented to him the ftate of affairs in the fcuthera
provinces, and pointed out the advantages which might be
expeaed, ftiould he, during the hurricane months in ihe
Weft Indies, vifit the American coaft wiih his fleet, and co-
operate with Lincoln in the recovery of Georgia. The
French Admiral, having dilcretionary orders from his Court
ior luch a co-operation, failed forthwith for the American
continent, and arrived on the coalf of Georgia on the firft of
September, with twenty fail of the line, two fifty gun Ihips
and eleven frigates. He arrived fo unexpededly, that the
^xpenment of fifty guns, commanded by Sir Jrmes Wallace
the Ariel of twenty-four guns, and two flore ihips, fell in!
to his hands.

General Lincoln, as foon as intelligence of the arrival of
the French fleet reached South-Carolina, marched with the
force he had with him, towards Savannah, and the militia
of Georgia and South-Carolina received orders to rendezvous
near the fame place. Veffels of a proper draught of water
were dilpatched from Charlcfton, to affift in landing the
irench troops.

The Britifh, on their fide, took meafures for increafing the
fortifications at Savannah, and putting the town in a proper
pofture of defence. The garrilon at Sunbury was with-
drawn, and orders were difpaiched to Beaufort to the corn-,
manders of the Bruilh troops and armed veffels, to repair iu
all hafte to Savannah.

On the ninth of Oaober the French fleet came to an an-
chor off the bar

; and as the line of battle fnips could not pafs
It, nor come near the fhoie, the fmall coafting veffels lent
from Charlefton were employed in receiving the troop&
irom the Freiith llii^^s, auu lauding them at Beaulieu, ia



u.., uu. wee .ncr oati.nes rcaay .o open un<u tn= rour.h

ef Oaober.- The batteries of the bef.esers havng ou -hat

Oo



from the French lhii>s, aiiti Iduding them at Beaulieu, Ta



MILITARY REPOSITORY . 28^

O^abaw Sound, an inlet of the fea fome miles fouth of the

mouth of the river Savannah. On the following day four

French frigates entered the anchorage ground at Tybee, and

the Britifh naval force moved up the river to Savannah. The

euns were landed from the Britifh (hips, and mounted on the

batteries. They incorporated the marines with the grena-

diers of the 60th regiment, and put the feamen on fhore to

alTift: in working the artillery. They funk the Rofe, and Sa-

vannah armed fliip, with four tranfports, acrofs the channel

below the town, to prevent the French frigates from com-

ing higher ; and above it they laid a boom acrofs to prevent

fire rafts from being fent down. The Germaine armed brig

alone retained her guns ; and fhe was ftationed off Yamiraw,

above the town, to flank the nght of the Britifh lines. Thefe

difpofuions the Britifli made on the river, whilft on fhore,

aflifted by fome hundreds of negroes, they ftrengthened

the old, and erefted new works for the defence of the town.

Count D'Eftaing, as foon as the debarkation of his troops

was completed, marched againft Savannah, and without wait-

ing for a junftion wiih the American army, fummoned Gen.

Prevofl: to furrender the town to the arms of the King of

France. General Prevofl, to whom it was of the utmofl im-

portance to gain time, defired twenty-four hours to confider

of an anfwer. This was inconfiderately granted, D'Eftaing

expefting nothing lefs than a furrender of the town at the ex-

piration of the time fixed for an anfwer : But Gen. Prevolt

hoped that the troops who had been ftationed at Beaufort,

under Col. Maitland, might arrive during the interval ; and

in this hope he was not difappointed. That officer arrived at

Savannah before the expiration of the truce, with the bcft:

part of his detachment, amounting to about eight hundred

men. The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement infpir-

ed the garrifon of Savannah with new animation. An an-

fwer was returned to the French commander that the town

would be defended to the laft extremity.

The French and Americans formed a junftion on the fol-

lowing day, but fome time being required for landing and

bringing up the heavy artillery from the ftiips, the combined

armies did not begin to break ground for the purpofe of car-

rying on their approaches until the twenty-third of Septem-

ber, nor were their batteries ready to open until the fourth

©ifOaoberV The battcri'es of the beftegers having on that

Go
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O.Tabaw Sound, an inlet of the fea fome miles fouth of the

mouth of the river Savannah. On the following day four

French frigates entered the anchorage ground at Tybee, and

the Britilh naval force moved up the river to Savannah. The
guns were landed from the Britifh {hips, and mounted on the

batteries. They incorporated the marines with the grena-

diers of the 60th regiment, and put the feamen on fhore to

affifl in working the artillery. They funk the Rofe, and Sa-

vannah armed fliip, with four tranfports, acrofs the channel

below the town, to prevent the French frigates from com-

ing higher ; and above it they laid a boom acrofs to prevent

fire rafts from being fent down. The Germaine armed brig

alone retained her guns ; and fhe was ftationed off Yamiraw,

above the town, to flank the right of the Britifh lines. Thefa

difpofuions the Britifli made on the river, whilft on fhore,

affifled by fome hundreds of negroes, they ftrengthened

the old, and erefted new works for the defence of the town.

Count D'Eftaing, as foon as the debarkation of his troops

was completed, marched againft Savannah, and without wait-

ing for a junftion with the American army, fummoned Gen.

Prevoft to furrender the town to the arms of the King of

France. General Prevofl, to whom it was of the utmoft im-

portance to gain time, defired twenty-four hours to confider

of an anfwer. This was inconfiderately granted, D'Eftaing

expeding nothing lefs than a furrender of the town at the ex-

piration of the time fixed for an anfwer: But Gen. Prevofb

hoped that the troops who had been ftationed at Beaufort,

under Col. Maitland, might arrive during the interval; and

in this hope he was not difappointed. That officer arrived at

Savannah before the expiration of the truce, with the bcft:

part of his detachment, amounting to about eight hundred

men. The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement inlpir-

ed the garrifon of Savannah with new animation. An an-

fwer was returned to the French commander that the town

would be defended to the laft extremity.

The French and Americans fonned a junftion on the fol-

lowing day, but fome time being required for landing and

bringing up the heavy artillery from the fhips, the combined

armies did not begin to break ground for the purpofe of car-

rying on their approaches until the twenty-third of Septem-

ber, nor were their batteries ready to open until the fourth

eif OaobeV.' The batteries of the beftegers having 011 that

Go
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day opened with a difcharge from fifty three pieces of heavy
cannon and fourteen mortars, a requeft was m^de by Gen,
rrevofl; that the women and children might be permitted to
leave the town, and embark on board vcfiels in the river,

wiiich fliould be placed under the protcftion of the Count
D'Eftaing: But this propofal was rejc6led, the combined
armies fulpefting that a dcfirc of fecrcting the plunder, lately-

taken from the South-Carolinians, was covered under the
veil of humanity.
From the fourth to the ninth of Oftober an incefTant can-

nonade was continued
; but, fortunately for the inhabitants,

lels injury was done to the houfes in the town than might
have been expeaed; few lives were loft, and the defences
were in no relpea materially dam.aged. The French troops
amounted to about five thoufand men, and the militia joined
General Lincoln in fuch numbers, that the combined armies,
it is faid, amounted to about ten thoufand men. T^he garri-
fon in Savannah did not exceed two thoufand five hundred
of all forts, regulars, feamen, militia, and volunteers. But
the difparity in numbers was in fome degree compenfated by
the extraordinary zeal and ardour which animated the befieg-
ed. At the time the French landed, not more than twelve
pieces of artillery appeared upon the fortifications at Savan-
nah

: But fo inceffantly did the garrifon labour in enlarging
the old works, and in erefting new redoubts and batteries
that before the conclufion of the ficgc, near one hundred
pieces of cannon were mounted.
The town of Savannah being fituatcd upon the Southern

bank of the river of that name, had two of its fides fecured
by natural boundaries, one by the river behind it, and the
other by a thick fwamp and woody morafs communicating
with the river above the town. The other two fides wera
originally open towards the country, which in front of them
for leveral miles was level, and entirely cleared of wood:
But they were by this time covered with artificial works, the
right and left being defended by redoubts, and the centre by
feamen's batteries in front, with impalements and travcrfes
thrown up behind to proteft the troops from the fire bf the
behegers

;
and the whole extent of the works was furround-

ed with an abbatis. The redoubts on the right towards the
fu'amp were three in number : That in the centre was gar-
riiuned by two companies of miliiia, with the North-Caroli-
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na regiment to fupport them, under the command of Colonel

Hamilton. The provincial corps of King's Rangers were

pofted in the redoubt on the right, and the corps of Provin-

cial dragoons in that on the left, called the Spring-Hill re-

redoubt, fupported by the South-Carolina regiment. To /»

the right of the whole was a failor's battery of nine pounders,

covered by a company of the BritiQi Legion ;
and between

the centre and Spring- Hill redoubt was another of thefe bat-

teries, behind which were pofted the grenadiers of the 6oih

regiment, with the marines which had been landed from the

Ihips of war. The whole of this force on the right of the

lines was under theorders of Col. Maitland. On the left

of the lines Were two redoubts, ftrongly conftruaed, with

a maffy frame-work of green ipongy wood, filled up with

fand, and mounted with heavy cannon, one of them com-

manded by Col. Cruger, and the other by Major Wright,

having under him the Georgia loyalifts. Behind the impale-

ments and traverfes, in the centre of the works, were pofted

the two battalions of the 71ft. regiment, two regiments of

Heftbns, the Netv-York volunteers, 1 battalion of Skinner's

brigade, one of Delancey's, and the light infantry of the ar-

my under the command of Major Graham,

Such was the ftatc of the works at Savannah, and fuch

the pofition of the troops for its defence, at the time when

the Count D'Eftaing refolved to diicontinue his regular ap-

proaches, and ftorm the Britifh entrenchments. To this re-

folution he was forced by his marine ofHcers, who had re-

monftrated againft his continuing to rifk fo valuable a fleet

on a dangerous coaft, in the hurricane feafon, and at io great

a diftance from the fliore, that it might be furprized by a

Britilli fleet, completely repaired and manned.

In order to facilitate the fuccefs of the enterprize, an offi-

cer with five men, on the eighth of Oaober, advanced un-

der a heavy fire from the garrifon, aiid kindled the abbatis ;

but the dampncfs of the air, and the moifture of the green

wood of which the abbatis was compofed, Toon exftinguilhed

tlie flames. The morning of the ninth of Oaober, was hx-

ed upon for making the affault ; and two feigned atlac ks

by t4 militia, were to draw the attention of the beficgcd to

their centre and left, whilft a ftrong body of chulon troops

from thg combined armits, ftiould advance on the right of

tlie Britifn lines, and in iwo columns make the real attack.
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The principal of thefe columns was commanded by Count
B'Eflaing, affifled by Gen. Lincoln, and was deftin'ed to at-
tack the Spring-Hill redoubt in front, whilft the other co-
lumn, commanded by Count Dillon, fhould filently move
along the edge of the fwamp, pafs the redoubts and batteries

and get into the rear of the Britifh lines. The troops which
compofed thefe two columns confifted of 3500 French, 600
regulars of ihe Americans, and 350 of the Charlefton mili-
tia. They were in motion long before day-light. The co-
lumn commanded by Dillon miftook its way, from the dark-
Tiefs of the morning, and was entangled in the fwamp, from
which it was unable to extricate itfelf until broad day-light
appeared, and expofed it to the view of the garrifon and the
fire from the Britifh batteries. This was fo well direfted
that it was never able even to form. In the mean time, the
column led by D'Eftaing advanced againft the Spring-Hill
redoubt, juft as day-light appeared. As foon as it was difco-
vered, it became expofed to a continual blaze of mufquetry
from the redoubt, and to a deftruaive crofs fire from the ad-
joining batteries, which mowed down whole ranks of the
allies as they advanced. They, with great bravery, moved
en until they reached the redoubt, where the conteft became
jnore fierce. A French and American ftandard were for a
Hiort time planted upon the parapet. The conteft for the pof-
fefiion of the redoubt neverthelefs continued to be obftinatc-

ly maintained on both fides, and the event remained in fuf-

penfe; when Col. Maitland, feizing the critical moment, or-
dered the grenadiers of the 60th regiment, with the marines
to move forward, and charge the American column. This
movement decided the fate of the attack. The afi"ailants

were repulfed, driven out of the ditch of the redoubt, and
rouied with great lofs, leaving behind them, in killed and
wounded, 637 of the French troops, and 264 of the Ameri-
cans. The lolsof the garrifon, during the fiegc andalTault,
did not exceed 12a Count Pulafki, who commanded an
American corps, received a mortal wound, and D'Eftaing
was wounded in two places, but in neither of them danger-
oufly.

This unfuccefsful affault determined the ifTue of the ficge.

The Americans and French kept poITelTjon of their lines only
till the artillery and heavy baggage were withdrawn, and re-

Cmbarked on board the fleet. As foon as this was accoin?
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pllflied, the fiege Was raifecl, and the allies feparated, the

Americans retreating into South-Carolina, and the French

returning to their {hips. The Count D'Eftaing, with part

of the fliips, returned to France, and the reft proceeded to

the Weft-Indies.

With the raifmg of the fiege of Savannah ended the cam-

paign to the Southward, without any thing decifive on eiiher

fide. During this year, the Britifh had overrun the State of

Georgia for 150 miles from the fea coaft, and had penetrated

as far, as the lines of Charlefton, but at the end of the cam-

paign they were reduced to their original limits in Savannah.

The campaign in the States to the northward of Carolina

was fpent in defultory operations and partial expeditions, the

©bjea of which feems to have been to diftrad the attention

of the Americans by their multiplicity, and to weaken them

by cutting off their refources, and deftroying their maga-

zines of naval and military ftores.

Admiral Gambler, who fucceeded Lord Howe in the com-

mand of the Britidi fleet on the American coaft, was recalled

in the fpring of the prefent year, and in the month of April

refigned the command to Sir George Collier. Not long after

ills arrival, an expedition to the Chefapeak, in Virginia, was

concerted between him and Sir Menry Clinton, the com-

mander in chief of the Britilh army. A detachment, confift-

ing of the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards, the 42d

regiment, a regiment of Heffians, and the royal volunteers

of Ireland, with a detachment of artillery, amounting in the

whole to one thoufand eight hundred men, under the com^

mand of General Mathew, was afligned for this purpofe,

and embarked on board tranfports. Sir George Collier, in

the Raifonable of 64 guns, and iome other veflels, conveyed

Ihem. The.fleet entered between the Capes of Virginia on

the eighth of May, and on the thirteenth entered the mouth

of Elizabeth river. The Britiai troops effeaed a landing

about three miles below the fort of Portfmouth. The Ame-

rican garrifon, fearful of being furrounded, and having their

retreat cut off, haftily evacuated the fort, leaving behind all

the artillery, ammunition, baggage, and ftores. Gen. Ma-

thew, after having taken poffeffion of the fort, took a ftrong

pofition with his army between Fortfmouth and the country,

his right wing reaching to the fort, the left to the South

branch of Elizabeth river, and the centre covered in front
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by an impenetrable (wamp. Tlie Britifli commander fent
detachments to Norfolk and Gofport ; and all the vefTels ia
Elizabeth river, with an immenle quantity of naval and mi-
litary ftores, merchandize, and provifions, were either ta-
ken or deftroyed by the Britidi troops. At Kemp's Land-
ing, in Princefs Ann county, and at the town of Suffolk, in
Nanfemond county, an immenfe quantity of provifions and
ftores of all forts, with fome vcffels richly laden, were either
taken or deftroyed by other detachments.

Thefe fervices being performed, the Britifli troops were
re-embarked, and the vhole fleet, with the prizes, having
quitted Virginia, arrived at New- York before the end of the
month, having been abfent only twenty-four days. The
damage done to the Americans has been eftimatcd at Haifa
million ftcrling, but it did no fervice to the royal caufe.

Soon after, a fimilar expedition was projeaed againft Con-
nefticut. Governor Tryon was appoined to the command
of about 2600 land forces, employed on this bufinefs, and he
was fupported by Gen. Garth. The tranlports which con-
veyed thefe troops, were covered by a fuitable number of
armed vefl*els, commanded by Sir George Collier. They
landed at Eaft-Haven, and reduced the town to aflies ; after

which they marched to New-Haven. The town was deliv-

ered up to promifcuous plunder, and the inhabitants were
flripped of every thing. An aged citizen, who laboured under
a natural inability of Ipeech, had his tongue cut out by one of
the royal army. After perpetrating every fpecies of enormi-
ty, the invaders reimbarked, and proceeded by water to Fair-
field. On their approach, the town was evacuated by mofl:

of the inhabitants, A few women remained, with a view of
faving their property. Parties of the Britifh entered the de-
ferted houfes, where they took every thing of value that
came in their way, abufing the women with the foulefl lan-

guage, threatening their lives, and prefenting the bayonets to
their brcafts. A fucking infant was plundered of its cloath-

ing, while the bayonet was prefented to the breaft of its mo-
ther. Towards evening they let the houfes on fire, which
they had previoufly plundered. The town of Norfolk, and
a part of Green's farms were likewife burnt, and two houles
of public worfliip were demoliflied.

During this fliortexpcdition,which had lafted only nine daysj

the injury fuftuined by the inhabitants of Conneaicut in the
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lofs of property, was very confiderablc : But notwithftanding

ttieconflagratlonof fo many towns on thefea-coaft, Gen.Wafn-

ington could not be prevailed upon to abandon his ftrong fitu-

ation in the neighborhood of New-York, He apprehended,

that one defi^n of the Britifh in thefe movements was to draw

off a part of his army fromWeft- Point.to favouran intended at-

tack on that important poft. It was his uniform practice, to

rifque no more by way of covering the country, than was

confiftent with the general fafety. His apparent apathy,

with refpeft to Connefticut, produced murmurs among the

inhabitants, and the Britifh commanders were devifing mca-

fures for improving the difpofition, which had manifefted

itfelf in Conncfticut : But Gen. Wafliington had already at-

chieved an enterprize, which difconcerted all their defigns

againft that State, and called their attention to a different

quarter. This was the furprife of the fort of Stony- Point,

which was taken by affault in the night of the fifteenth of

July. It was an enterprize of difficulty and danger ; and

the American Gen. Wayne who condufted it, deferved great

praifc for his gallantry and good conduft, as did the troops

which he commanded, for their bravery.

With a ftrong detachment. Gen. Wayne fet out at noon,

and completed a march of fourteen miles, over bad roads, by

eight o'clock in the evening. After having reconnoitered

the works, he divided his troops into two columns, entered

the works in oppofite quarters, and met in the centre of

them about one in the morning of the fixteenth of July. Nei-

ther the m.orafs, the double row of abbatis, nor the ftrength

of the works, damped the ardour of the affailants. In the

face of the moft tremendous fire of mufketry, and of cannon

loaded with grape fhot, they forced their way at the point of

the bayonet, through every obftacle. Col. Johnfon, of the

17th regiment, commanded the Britifh garrifon, which con-

fifted of the 17th regiment, the grenadier company of the

71ft, a company of the regiment of Loyal Americans, and a

detachment of artillery, amounting in the whole to about

fix hundred men ; of thefe one hundred and fifty two were

either killed or wounded, and the reft, with their command-

er, were made prifoners. Two flags, two fiandards, 15 pieces

of ordnance, and a confiderablc quantity of military ftores,

fell into the hands of the conquerors.

The condud of the Americans upon this occafion was
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highly meritorious; for they would have been fully juflified

in putting the garrifon to the fword ; not one man of which
was put to death but in fair combat.

As foon as the news of that event reached New-York, pre-

parations were made to recover the fort. The Britifh com-
mander expefted that Gen. Wafhington might be tempted to

quit his faftnefifes, and rifque an engagement for the poffeiri-

on of Stoney-Point. But this was not Gen. Wafhington's

intention. Orders were given for evacuating Stoney-Point,

which was done after as many of the works had been de-

ftroyed as the time would permit. On the third day after

the capture of that fort, the Britifh regained poffeflion of

it, repaired the works, and placed in it a larger garrifon.

This fuccefsful enterprise was fpeedily followed by ano-

ther, which equalled it in boldnefs of defign. This was the

furprize of the Britifli garrifon at Powles's Hook, oppoflte to

New-York, on the Jerfey ihore, which was effefted by Ma-
jor Lee, with about 350 men. About 30 of the Britifh were
killed, and 169 taken prifoners. Major Lee, according to

the orders he had received, made an immediate retreat, with-

out waiting to deftroy either the barracks or the artillery.

But thefc advantages were counterbalanced by an unfuc-

cefsful attempt, made by the State of Maffachufetts, on a
Britifh poft at Penobfcot.

Gen. Francis Maclean, who commanded the Britifh troops

in Nova- Scotia, with a detachment of 650 men, in the month
of June embarked in tranfports, and, elcorted by three floops

of war, arrived in the bay of Penobfcot, in order to form a

fcttlemcnt, and eftablifli a poft which might not only fervc

to check the incurfions of the Americans, into Nova-Scotia^

but be the means of obtaining a conftant fupply of fhip tim-

ber, with which the neighbouring country abounded, for the

ufe of the King's yards at Halifax and other places. The
bay of Penobfcot is about feven leagues in breadth at the

mouth, and (eventeen leagues in length, terminating where
the river Penobfcot empties itfelf into the head of it ; and the

lands all round were then covered with wood, fcarcely anv
fettlements having been made upon them. About nine miles

below the mouth of Penobfcot river, on the eaftern fide of

the bay, is :i Imall but convenient harbour, which flill retains

its ancient Indian name of Mnjabagaduce ; and a point of

land, forming one fide of that haibour, wa* the fpot fixed
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upon by Gen. Maclean for erefting a fort to prole6l the fet-

tlcmcnt.

This occafioned alarm at-Boflon, and it was refolvcd t©

counterift the eftablidiment of the poft. A fquadron wa»

foon got in readinefs, which confifted of nineteen armed

fhios ir.d brigantines, the largefl carrying thirty-two, and the

fnridiieO: ten guns. To thefe were added twenty-feven tranf-

ports, having on board three thoufand troops ; the fleet be-

ing unde- the direftion of Commodore Sditonftall, and the

troops under the command of General Lovel.

Gen. Maclean received intelligence of the failing of this

armament only four days before its arrival at Penobfcot. At

that time, two of the ba [lions of the intended fort were not

begun, and the other two, with the curtains, were in no

part above five feet in height, and twelve in tliicknefs;

There was no platform laid, nor any artillery mounted, and

the ditch in moft parts was not more than three feet deep.

Upon the arrival of this intelligence. Gen. Maclean employe

ed his troops day and night on fuch works as were immedi-

ately neceffary to fecure them again ft an allault.

The Americans effeded a landing before day in the morn-

ing of the twenty-eighth of July, at a place which had been

thought inacceffible, and on the thirtieth opened a battery

againft the works, at the diftance of fcven hundred and fifty-

yards. From the inceffant labour of the garrifon, the gorge

of one of the unfinifhed baftions was filled up with logs of

timber, and the other was furrounded with a work of facines

and earth, ten feet thick ;
platforms were laid, and artillery

mounted ; fo that by the time the Americans had opened

their battery, the Britilh thought themfelves tolerably pre-

pared to refift an allault. The Americans made frequent at-

tempts to enter the harbour, but were conftantly repulfed

by the fire from the Britifh (hips of war, and a battery ereft-

cd to fupport them on flaore. The American land forces,

neverthelefs, continued to make approaches, and ered new

batteries ; and a brifk cannonade was kept up between them

and the garrifon for near a fortnight. Frequent fkirmifiies

happened without the fort, the garrifon being under the nc-

ceffity of preferving a communication with the fiiipping and

the battery which covered it. Gen. Maclean received, on

the twelfth of Auguft, intelligence by a deferter, that on the

foUawing day an alTauU-W»s to be made on the fort, and an
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attack upon the fn ips of war about the fame time. But the

approach of the Britifli fquadron under Sir George CoHicr,

which had failed from New-York to the relief of the garri-

fon, prevented the Americans from executing their intention.

During the night of the thirteenth to the fourteenth of Au-
guft thebefiegers evacuated the works, and re-embarked with
the greateft part of their cannon on board the fliips. A flight

of tlie American fleet took place, not daring to wait the fhock

of the Britifn fquadron. Tv/o of the American armed fliips

endeavoured to get to fea by pafiing round Long-Illand,

which lies in the middle of the bay ; but they were foon in-

tercepted, the firll being taken, and the other run afliore and

blown up by the crew. The reft of their iieet, with the

tranfports, fled to the head of the bay, and entered the mouth
of Penoblcot river, where they landed, and thereby became

Gxpofed to a danger almoft as great as that which they had

elcaped. They had, without provifions or any other necef-

laries, to explore their way for more than an hundred miles

-through this pathlefs defert, before they could reach a place

from which fupplies might be obtained. All the American

armed vefTels were either taken or dcftroyed. The garrifon

loft 70 mer., killed, wounded and miffing.

Sir George Collier, on his return to New-York, found

iiimfelf fuperfeded by the arrival of Admirrd Arbuthnot from

England, with fome fliips of war, and a fleet of tranfports,

bringing a reinforcement of troops. To the Admiral he re-

figned the command, and embarked for England.

When this reinforcement arrived, the feafon for aftion

was not entirely over ; but the appearance of the formidable

Trench fleet on the coaft of Georgia, and the expefted attack

againft New-York, from the Frexich by fea, and the Ameri-
cans by land, obliged Sir .Henry Clinton to give up all

thoughts of offenfive operations during the remainder of the

campaign, and in order to concentre the Britifii forces,

'Rhode-Ifland w?s evacuated, and the garrifon withdrawn to

New-Y'ork. This vifit of the E>ench fleet to the American
'Coaft, though unfuccefsful as to its main obje61:, may be faid

to have been forviceable to the American caufc, a? it obliged

the BritiOi commander \f change his fyftem, and a£l upon
the defenfivc during tlic rCmafnder of the campaign.

While the war thus was languifliing with refpeft to great

objcft&in the country, where it originated, it was raging on

a ,ucu' Clement. Iloftililics Letwccn the fleets of France and
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England were carrying on in both the Indies, and in the Eu-

ropean Teas, as well as on the coaft of America. Diftrcinntr

was at this t?me the lituation ef Great-Britain. She was

weakened and diftraded in a domcilic conteft, was involved

in a new and much more dangerous war with one of the

greateft powers of Europe, and before the end of this year,

Ihe had the mortification to iee the King of Spain al(o take a

decided part againO: her. This union of Spain with Francs

had for fome ti.ne been forefeen by Great-Britain, and

the mod vio"orous preparations were made by her to rehft

the impending dorm. Gibraltar, where an attack was cx-

peftcd, was, in the fpring of the year, reinforced v/ith troops,

and plentifully fupplicd with provifion, and ftore.

The declaration of war againft Great-Britain, on the part

of the Spanifii nation, though long expefted, was not made

till the month of June, after every thing had been prepared

by them for afting with effetl. The grand Spanifli fleet was

ready to fail ; troops were in motion to occupy the works at

St. Roque, and inveflGibraltar by land, whilfta naval force

was proceeding to block it up by fea. Whilft Gr. Britain

was embarraffed with the complicated operations of fo exten-

five a war, it was hoped that Spain might with eafe recover

back fome of the poiTcfTions that had been wrcded from her-

in lefs aufpicious times.

The province of Weft- Florida, in the month of Auguft^

was invaded by two thoufand Spaniards, under the command

of Don Bernardo de Galvcz, and the reduttion of Gibraltar

being thought impra8:icable any other way than by blockade,

it was inveiled both by fea and land.

By this time, the difiicultics under which the new formed

States of America were labouring, had been greatly increafed

by the depreciation of their paper currency. The conteft

originating on the fubjefl of taxation, the laying on of taxes

adequate to the exigencies of war, would have been impoli-

tic. The only plauhble expedient in the power of Congrefs

was therefore to adopt the emilTion of bills of credit, rcpre-

fenting fpccie, under a public engagement to be uhimately

funk by equal taxes, or exchanged for gold or diver. The

United States derived from this paper creation, for a conh-

derable time, much benefit. But the cncrcafmg expences of

the war, the want of other ref«urces, and the readineis of the

people to receive thclc bills, prompted Congrcfs to inuUply
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them beyond the limits of prudence. A diminution of their

value was the unavoidable confequencc. The depreciation

continued by a kind of gradual progreflion from the year

1777 to 1780 : fo that at lad the Continental dollars were

palfed in moft parts erf America from 50 or 60 for one, and af-

terwards 150 for one. The requifition made by Congrefs to

the feveral States for fupplies, were alfo far from being al-

ways regularly complied with, and their troops were often

in want of the moft common necefl'aries. Hitherto the caufe

of the United States appears alfo to have fuffered by their de-

pending too much on temporary enliflments. But, during

this year, the Congrefs endeavoured to put their army upon

a more permanent footing, and to give all the fatisfatlion to

their officers and foldiers which their circumflances would

permit. They appointed a committee for arranging- their fi-

nances, and made fome new regulations refpefting the war-

ofHce and treafury board, and other public oiHces.

From thefe events, which caufed but temporary embarraff-

ments, I reaffume the thread of the hiftory of the war.

T,
SIXTH CAMPAIGN, I780.

HE departure of Count D'Eftaing, after his unfuccefs-

ful attack upon Savannah, which has already been related,

was no fooner known, than Sir Henry Clinton fet on foot

an expedition, the objeft of which was the taking of Charles-

ton, and the reduction of the province of South-Carolina.

The troops defigned for this expedition, were immediately

embarked on board the tranfports ; and thefe, efcorted by
admiral Arbuthnot, with an adequate naval force, trailed from
Sandy-Hook on the 26th of December, 1779. ^^^ Henry-

Clinton accompanied the expedition, committing the com-
mand of the royal army in New-York, to Gen. Knyphaufcn.

Such was the feverity of the feafon, that this fleet was foon

feparated, and driven out of its conrfe by tempeftuous

weather ; and fcarcely any of the ftiips, arrived at Tybee,

their place of rendezvous, before the end of January.

Some of their vefl'cls were taken ; fomc others were loft,

ind all received damage. Amongft the fhips that were loft,

was one which contained the heavy ordnance, and almoft

all the horfes belonging to the artillery or cavalry, perifiied
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during the paffage. After having repaired the damages, the

fleet proceeded from Tybee to North Edcnton Sound ; and

on tae i ith of February, the Britifli troops were difembarked

on John's liland, about thirty miles from Charlefton.

They advanced flowly through the country, pafifing from

Jo:in'5 to James' liland ; and from thence over Wappoo-
Cur, to the mam land, until they reached the banks of Afli-

ley river, oppofite to Charleflon. At the fame time, part

ot the fleet was fent round to block up the harbour oF

Charletidn by lea.

ilie lolies which the Britifli army had fuflained in the

late tcmpeftous weather, induced wSir Henry Clinton, to dif-

patch an order to iSIew-York for reinforcements of men and

ffores. He at the lame time direfted Gen. Prevoft, to fend

on lo iiim twelve hundred men from the garrifon of Savan-

nah. Gen. Patterion at the head of this detachment, made

his way good over the river Savannah, and through the in-

termediate country, and foon after joined Sir Henry Clinton

near the banks of Afliley river.

It was not until the 29th of March, that the advance of

the royal army croTed that river at the ferry, and landed on

Charleflon Neck, lomc miles above. On the following

day the Britifh troops encamped in front of the American

lines; and on the ill of April, began to break ground before

Charleflon, at the diflance of about on« thouland yards

from the American works.

The tedious paiTage from New-York to Tybee, and the

flow advance of the ro^al army, after they had landed, gave

the Americans time not only to flrengthen, but greatly to

enlarge the defences of Charleflon. A chain of re-

doubts, lines, and batteries, was thrown up extending from

Afhiey, to Cooper river, upon which were mounted up-

wards of eighty pieces of cannon and mortars. In front of

the whole, was a ftrong abbatis, and a wet ditch made by

paiTmcr 2 canal from the heads of fwamps, which run in op-

pofite diie£lions. Between the lines and the abbatis, djzcp

holes were dug at fho-rt intervals. The works on the right

and left, were not only of great fh-ength, but advanced fo far

beyond the range ol the uitermediate line, as to enfilade the

canal, almoft from one end to the other : and in the centre

was a hornwork of malonry, which being tloied during the

fiege, formed a kind of citadel. Works were alio thrown up
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during the paffage. After having repaired the damages, the
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Joiin'5 to James' lilaad ; and from thence over Wappoo-

Cur, to the main land, until they reached the banks of Afli-

ley river, oppofue to Charlefton. At the fame time, part

ot the fleet was fent round to block up the harbour of
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late tcmpeftous weather, induced Sir Henry Clinton, to dif-

patch an order to ^]ew-York for reinforcements of men and

{lores. He at the iame time direded Gen. Prevoft, to fend

on 10 iiim twelve hundred men from the garrifon of Savan-

nah. Gen. Patterion at the head of this detachment, made

his way good over the river Savannah, and through the in-

termediate country, and foon after joined Sir Henry Clintoit

near the banks of Alhley river.

It was not until the 29th of March, that the advance of

the royal army cro.Ted that river at the ferry, and landed on

Charlefton Neck, iomc miles above. On the following

dav the Britifh troops encamped in front of the American

lines; and on the iftof April, began to break ground before

Charlefton, at the diftance of about on« thouland yards

from the American works.

The tedious paifagc from New-York to Tybee, and the

(low advance of the ro; al army, after they had landed, gave

the Americans time not only to ftrengthen, but greatly to

enlarge the defences of Charlefton. A chain of re-

doubts, lines, and batteries, was thrown up extending from

Afhlev, to Cooper river, upon which were mounted up-

wards' of eighty pieces of cannon and mortars. In front of

the whole, was a ftrong abbatis, and a wet ditch made by

palling a canal from the heads of fwamps, which run m op,

pofite diredions. Between the lines and the abbatis, d^cp

holes were dug at ftiort intervals. The works on the right

and left, were not only of great Th-ength, but advanced lo far

beyond the range ol the intermediate line, as to enFdadc the

canal, almoft from one end to the other : and in the centre

^vasa'hornwoIk of mafonry, which being cloied during the

fiege, formed a kind of citadel. Works were alio thrown up
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en all fides of the tou-n, were a hndh^T^^r^akMe. B„t
belKles thole numerous batteries, Charlefion «.as ttill
moreeSeauallyprotefted by the b.r, or fand bank, at the
mouth of the inlet that led from the fea. This bar could
not be paired by large Ihips of war, and the entry of others
was rendered d.fficult and dangerous. The American com-
modore, Whipple, occupied the ftation which commanded
the bar, with a Itjuadron of of nine fail ; the lar.-cft carryin .
lorty-four, and the fmallcft fixtecn guns.

" "

Great expeaations were at firlt entertained, of the fuc
cefsful defence of the bar, from the advantageous pofuion
of the Amer.can fquadron

; but, on further examination
thts was found to be impraaicable. Commodore Whipol-'
therefore fell back to fort Moultrie, and afterwards' to
Charleaon, and the crew and guns of all his veffels ex
cept one, were put on fliore to reinforce the bslteries

'

To
preyent the Britilh armed yeffels from running into CoopernVcr, eleven veffels were funkacrols the mouth of it /hiswas a moft tmportant precaution

; for had the Britilb fleetbeen permitted to gain poffeffion of Cooper river, their lar,-
efl ft.ps m.ght have been fo ftationed as to rake the Amet^can l.nes and to interrupt the only communicafon, that re-maiaed between the town and country.
Commodore Whipple having quitted "his ftation, admiral

Arbu.nnot entered the bar. On the the 9th of April h<=we.ghed anchor, at five fathom hole, and with the advan-
tage of a ftrong foutherly wind, and flowing tide, paffedwuhhts Ih.ps the fire of fort Mo.ltre, with very little
ofs, and the.r entry into Cooper river being precluded,
they anchored near the remains of fort Johnfon. This
fquadron confifted of the Renown of fifty', the Romulus,

Blonde Ralegh and Vrrg.nia, fr.gates, and the Sandwich
armed fh,p The fame day on which th.s fleet panned fortMoultr.e the firft parallel of the befiegers was fin.fl.ed

; and
.netownbe.ngnowa!molUomple.eIy,nvefted,

both by (ea
...d land, the Br.tilb commanders fummoned Gen. Lincoln to
furrender. His aniwer was (hort, but firm, declaring thathe would defend the town to the laft extremity
The batteries of the firft parallel wer6 opened upon thetown wh.ch did lome execution ; but ftill the communica-

tion between the cou..try and the ^arrifon w.s kept open
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acrofs Cooper river. The American General, Woodford,

paff-i chis river with fevcn hundred nn.en, and entered tne

town on the very day on which the fummons was Tent to

Gen. Lincola. Neverthelefs, the regular force in the garr.-

fon was much inferior to that of the befiegers, andbut few

of the militia could be perfuaded to leave their plantations,

and reinforce their brethren in the capital. In order to

ke-p up the communication between the town and country,

Gen Lincoln had left his cavalry without the lines, with or-

ders *to traverfe and keep open the country to the eaftward

of Cooper river; and the militia without the hnes xv.rc

requcfted to rendezvous there ;
but Sir Henry Clinton,

afier having fecured his own communications with the fea

detached Colonel Webaer, with one thoufand, four hundred

men to cut off thofe of the Americans. The advanced

Puard of this detachment, compofed of Tarleton's legion and

Fer.ufon's coros, in the night of the fourteenth of Apr,!,

furprilcd the American cavalry, with the militia attached to

them, at Bi-in's Bridge, near Monk's corner, thirty-two

miles from CharlePton, and completely routed and aifperled

^"
After this defeat, the BritiQi extended themfelvcs to the

eaftward of Cooper river, and the arrival of a reinrorcemcnt

cfoooo men from New-York, enabled Sir Henry Clinton to

fend more confiderable detachments to the Eaflward of Coop-

er river, fo as to cut off from the garrifon all reafonable

hopes of effeaing a retreat. By the advice of a council of

war offers of capitulation were made to Sir Henry Clin-

ton,\vhich he inftantly rejetled, but the garrifon adhered

to them, in hopes that fuccours would arrive from the

neighbouring ftates. In the mean time the behegers

were daily advancing their works : the fecond parallel was

completed on the twentieth of April, and the third on tha

the 6th of May. On the fame dAV, the garrifon of Fort

Moultrie furrendered to Capt. Hudfon of the navy, who had

landed on Sullivan's ifland, with ?.oo feamen and ma-

rines, to attack the Fort by land, whilfi: the (hips prepared

to batter it from the water ; and, on the fame day aI(o, the

remains of the American cavalry, which efcaped from the

furprife at Monk's corner, were again furprifed by Col.

Tarleton on the banks of the S.nlee, and the whole either

captured, killed, or difperfed.
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While thus every thing profpered xvith the Britifh, Gen
Clinton, xvah a view of faving the efFufion of blood, once
riore opened a correfpondence with Gen. Lincoln for the
furrender of the town. But the American commander
wi.hmg to gam better terms for the citizens, demanded a
conference; which Clinton refufed. The garrifon then
recommenced hoflilittes, .nd the befiegers immediately fol-
owed. The batter.es of the third parallel opened upon the
town, and d,d great execution. During this fire, which
continued for two days without intermifsion. the befiegers ^

gained the counter-fcarp of the outwork, that flanked the
canal; the canal itfelf was pafTed : and the works were ad,
advanced almoft to the verge of the ditch. Ail exoeaation
of fuccours was at an end ; and an immediat^ aiT.ult
jas to be expcfted. Under the preffure of thefe circum.
Itances, a number of the citizens addreffed Gen. Lin-
coin in a petition, exprefsing their acquiefccnce in the
terms which Gen. Clinton had offered, and requefting his
^rcceptance of them. A flag of truce was accordingly fent
out with a propofition to that efFea ; and the Brififb com-
mander, unwilling to prefs to unconditional fubmifsion a
reduced enemy, whom indulgence might yet reconcile, ac-
cepted the propofition, and agreed to grant the fame term*
which had been before rejeded. On the 12th of May a ca-
pitulation was figned

; and the fame day the g.rrilon laid
down then- arms, and Gen. Leflietook pofl-efsion of the town.
By articles of capitulation, the garrifon was to march out

et town, and to depofit their arms in front of the works
but the drums were not to beat a Britifli march, nor the co'
iours to be uncafed. The troops and feaman were to keep
their baggage, and remain priloners of war till exchanged
The mihtia were permitted to return to their refpeaive
hom.es, as pnfoners on parole; and while they adhered to
their parole, were not to be molefted by the Britifli troops
in perfon or property. The inhabitants of all conditions to
be confidered as prifoners on parole, and to hold their pro-
perty on the fame terms with the militia. The oflicers of
the army and navy, to retain their fervants, fwords, piflols
,Dd baggage unfearched. They were alio permitted to fell
their hon'es, but not to remove them. A vcffel was allowed
to proceed to Philadelplya with Gen. Lincoln', difpatches
unopened,

(^7^0 be continued.)
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.,.,«,, ro-l NON-COMMISSIONED ornCERS OF
IKSTRUCTIONS TOR I-u.-.

liORSE.

(Continued from pai^' -'o-^

. ^TO^J-COMMISSIO^'ED Of&ccr (l-,ouU be acqu.int-

A edrUo with the name of every village wtthtt. v.ew o

S^ol and to be able to tell their diRance •. ^^^^^
officer or the commander of the corps v.ftU lu.., he may

give them proper anfwers
^^^^^^ .^ ^^^^

Tf the enemv Attacks, he inou.a cuu^ux^i

th t top commanded by an ofHcer. higher in ranK taan a

-on-com'urtoned officer; and mould the enemy advancs

iriftTbu troop notwithaancUng, he fnould know how to

'^i";\sTbavefaid,.non.comm;ffionea officer -js fel-

dol k t tohimfelf, he ^ay be under a neceflity of plactng

S:< « • of cottrle'be Ihould be inftruBed in this ,n ume of

;te, a;d this is the -V o^- -cer ;
--^hofe BeU-

^-.t,1v;^ttS;!— irtoned ofHcers in makin,

f;.rrl' is a thi.i2 principally to be attended to. They

.cut ground, utanottce ^
^^^_^^^^^ ,„,, ,„a even to

theiTi ,:How t.iey aie to at. m
^ ^^^^ ^^

frequently occur in fl^"™'";";
,, ...,„ ,,U1 be able to r.-

$.fh V If they can patrol well, tne, v.

,rVw U and to get good intelligence of the enemy,
connoitre w>.U, ana \s &

,i,.„ „.p to try anv ground;

Here we n.ould fi.ew t.em how ^^^^gj^ \, p„C.
. ^,^t n^'lv uD to the enemy, in oidLr to uiK, . r

'
tc fte"l uo to their field-guards, rn order to c.cover

t,o„. to lie -? '

night into a village, to learn

their arength ; to cre.p D> , „ , ..ench or ditch, to

whether it isoccupicd ;
to he

^'^^"^J^:^'^^^^^^ ,„,,,

l.ftcn and cblcrv.- the enemy at a d..a.n..., a..-
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to m,rch by, in order ,o giTTh^Tlige^f ,heir ftrengthor the way they have taken. ^ =

We ftould, therefore, at the mnntsuvres aa as follows
bc,met.,nes m hilly fometimes in fandy environs, we ihouldpoll a ftrong and fometimes a non-commiffioned officer',
guard, and make it take diflerent pofuions on different days,and cover themfelves, by field gucrds prop.rly. At onefmewe ftould command a non-comminfcned officer wiAtrom 6,0 .. me,, according to the fituation of the ground,

lithe t a'dT
"'"' "' " '""^ ^""^ ^ -"P'= "' ">«"

oh r toTlH
'*;'"'°""""g •'-^^'f. S--ghis horfe.o.n.

other to hold, lo as to get forward himlelf unperceived- order to obferve every thing more particularly He'ftould have two p.ftols continually in his hand, that^n c",he meets a peafant or any other perfon, he mav ftop h m byc app.ng the p^ftol to his breafl, and threatening to'^kill him
.f he does not .nllantly tell him what he knows ff the enemy

afl. he perfon he meets, how he (hall be able .0 ge, up clofeto the enemy and unperceived
; but (hould no,, c„ any ,c!count, fuffer fuch perfon .0 go from him.

^

We Ihould alfo inftrua the noh.commiflioned officers, !„cafe they are taken prifonerS. to fay they are deler.e.s. ^ndth
., m order toprevent their troops being fearched for' andaUcovered

;
and as loon as their troops have any realon tofuppofe, that their officer, or officers, are taken p^.f" e

"
byatooiong.bience, they (hould retreat and give intelligence

of.t. Tney (hould be praaifed, therefore in this, thatthey may be ready and expert at it.

We have occafion fometimes at rtight, ,0 poft field-guard*
and make a fire near them

; we (hould Werefore (hew the
non.comm,(r,oned officers and private how to conduft

h f'Lu"
"'''• '''^ ""^>- ''^ •^*^- " -^^Vtime; andthey (hould be taught how to'aa, in cafe they are difc ver-ed or attacked by a wVeWi oH'pairol.

'

They Orould learn to reconnoitri aA enemy from a dif-
tar^e

; ,„ ,h,. end. we Ihould (end from 50 to ^o, or moreho^^lemen from or,e v.Jlage to another, and give the o(ficer.
orders ,0 alter their march often. A. this time, the non.
comm,!lioncd officer, who is in command, being told where
the cocmy wUl pals, is to endeavor, to jet iUly by them.
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without being difcovered by the fide-pabol, m order to ob-
witnout ° &

^ ^ y^ be taught occafionally

ferve ^he.." march He-e H

^^^ J^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^
tocreepmto hedge a

^^ ^^ ^^^^ ,,,k^ and get for-

to oblerve their itren§u« ,

^ tree or a

ward again, ftUeways of them ;
or get up a hm, a tree,

l I f .n, oKfervition of their march,
poa, to make -"> fJ^^^' , ^^ ^,M minutely report

Wnen an ^ppd .s f"^"*^;;- '
^j, f fe the enemy

what they have feen -, how ftrong they pp
^^

I u^r- tVipir own motions, that it may oc
notice and remember tneii ovmi > ,11,
Unown whether the non-commimoncd officers on the look-

out, make a true and exaa report or not.

The mance.vre ended, the non-commtnioned olEc r.

. , • .;„ ,^ritin2 which (hjiild be as plain,

(haiild S ve their report in writing, wu r

J r,mn1. as Doffible. On the receipt of thii re-

;::'::. tSt^k'to^ them o„ the fubjea with temper,

correa them if wrong, and order them to copy It.
^

If V . They (hLld learn to levy contributions in .

JLrhood,wlere an enemy is, to de-nd hoftages o

lecure lulpeaed perfons. In Oiort, we carinot be too t.

cular in our inftrua.on. to -";— «^^";;'^^,°'^
,7,;

,nd we (hall be amply re.w^r^ed, if we can, by h.s laboui

and attention, m.ke one in ^ery fquadron, lo clevei, s to

be able to entruft him fafely with a command, and to rely on

'"Xhira^e many things in which no inftruaions can b«

given in time of peace: but to thofe who are detirous o

fnformation and knowledge, we Ihould re<iuer,tly d.lcoiir e

cf and talk fuch matters over •, and fhould as far as polTvble

explain things to them, and point out al the ways and mean

,nd every advantage to be taken in cafe of necePfuy. For

nftance,'we fhould reprefent to them, that ?--'--

.nemy's country, fhould g.t the bed .nteU.gen« po.Tib..

of their intention, bv enquiries among the country-people -,

for which purpofe they are to appear fometinies as fnen.U

;i:'imes I 1 en.J: fometimH to ufe good words aiid

fometimes threats. Sach thing, cannot be learncu .t ma-

ndittvresor exercife.
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I have funhertoobiervc, that in the inftruaicns, to non-
coramiffioned officers, we fiiould advance with them gradu-
filly, give them time to make their patrols, and to reconnoi-
tr*-

; and fhould not interrupt them, that they may get a lik-
ing for what they are to do ; and every thing, as before an
enemy, fliould be made difficuh, that they may know how to
conduft themfelves in time of aftion.

("Tq be continued.

J

JOURNAL OF THE SPANISH EXPEDITION AGAINST ALGIERS,
-^ 1775.

'T^HE Count Alexander O'Reilly, is an Irifhman, who
-*- began by a fub-Iieutensncy in the regiment of Hibernia :

he wasm;;jor of that corps, when he obtained leave to ferve
a campaign in the French army in Germany. At his return
he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; and af-

terwards the poflof adjutant, o.r aide-major-general of exer-
cife was created for him, in confideration of his having in-
troduced the German exercife into the Britifii army. In
the Portuguefe war, the command of a body of light troops,
was given to O'Reilly, who was made a brigadier, before the
end of the campaign : and foon after fent out as marifcal de
campo, to fnperintend (he rebuilding of the fortifications of
the Havannah, which had been lately reflored to Spain, by
the treaty of Fontainebleau.

His commiffion being ended, he returned from Cuba ; and,
being named infpeaor general of the Spanifh infantry, form-
ed,a camp, where i\\t king alHaed at the manceuvresin per-
son. The monarch was fo well pleafed with the perform-
ancc, that he railed the infpcftor, to the rank of lieutenant-
general, and difpatched him to fettle the difputcs in New-
Orleans, wlicrc the French planters, refufed to fubmit to the
Spanifh government. He is the projeaor of the prefcnt
fcheme, and came to Carthagcna, to put it in execution

;

beipg appointed commander in chief of all the troops affem-

bledin this port. If he i^ fuccefsful, no doubt he will be
iiTimediatcly named captain-general. An order is iffued out,

prohibiting all difcourfe on the fubjed of this expedition,
the dcftination of which rcm.uns a profound fecret. Count
O'Reilly has under his command nineteen thoufand eioht

.
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,1 J . „„„. foot and thirteen hundreu and fixty-

,. d.d and -->
;-J;^ ,.„ f„,,,.„„ Uins's (hip^.

:?d:i::e!::vaStl.eeJ..d.dandfony-nxt.^^^^^^

Thep..-oceffion of CorCci^^^ paffed along the tnolc

*
J ,!,„ II -Pt received the benedidioa. lh>,

.

of C.rthagena, and ne Q-et •«->
^ ^^,.,„^, „loar5,

,U„,., drell out .-tth rlags ^-fj^^^^ ,,,;, „aUery.

;?:rat'.nTafLnoon.^ We regained UU the

23(^5 n. 1!
^ ., 4. j^Viof vprv one we actually

expeamg every day ,0 fad, -"P^'^^^'^:
^ble^v-thout our

did fail. We had ieen the wind lo ot.cn la ,

^^^^_^

maiung the leaft motion, that I began .0 ha. e ,.y
^^_

our departure ..

^;;^--'^'^--:-4rbea;abo- before Car-

tween the -zzd and 23d. .V e kep a
..

thageaa,mtheutrnoaafrorder,uUthe .

.. y.nv'^ away fro"m that harbor ;
and, ^fter two

when we bore away . v^nwn by which

d.ys of the flrangeft n-aaceuvres -"
^^"J"^:,,Ls, all

,K= fleet was feparated rnto

-J^J^^c were bound

Iteering dilferent ways, wc ocgan to UlpcU

for Algiers.
QOtn. .

teen leagues wcR of A'.g.ers.
^^^.^^^ Cape

gether in the "'SK;
J,-;^:,^;, ,o tU remainder of

;^::::.:^ 'X rS at ;n an th= hiUs, and alon, the Orore :

f:,;uls%o doubt, to alarm the country.

keep on o- cou^f. nd a
.^^

^^^^^^^ ^ ^,^^^^^^ ^^, ,

'°r ff ' twew' "h= Bay of Algiers opened upon us,

lutle before twelve, tnu y
mifTuK' fhips lyng ="^

..herewefaw our -" ^
-;.;:;,; f^^^-n lith\ fpy^

anchor. At one, we could d.ft.ngu .n t

^^^_^

i„,.gUrs. Soon af er, t.,e Algenne fi^^^^^^^^^

^^^^

.

the town and caRles, and trouled f.v-r
^^ ^^^^^

to- »-"-
^V^^^a'^'ltrlXnl bLtL and for.i-
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gicrs,andth« dangerous appearance ofthe coaft, wcretotlie
full « tremendous. We were in the belief, that we had leen
» confiderable camp on the eft of the river Inrac ; and about
nine at night, we were confirmed in our opinion, by the
lighting of many fires

; which in le.s than a quarter of an
hour ran along and let the whole ridge of hill^ in a blaze.
Tfte dead calm which then reigned, and rhe iweet harmony
of two clarinets, that were playing on board a neighbonn*.
fi^ip, made me pafs a moft delicious hour, and forget that all
Ihofe charms were loon tp be changed into hoirors.' Till
midnight we heard a con.inual firing of mufke s, which wc
were told was the MooriOi method of palling the parole. I
now learned that the men of war, had come up the prcced-
ing evening

; that our generals, difguiled in lailors jackets,
h^d reconnoitred the jppa(l^ and on their return had held a
council of war.

At fcven, the gencraf lent for the captains of the tranf-
ports, to withdraw a fealed pap'ejp they had received at Car-
tbagena^ which they were net to open, unlels driven off by
ftrel's of weather. At five in the evening, he gave out the
Or4er for landing the next morning ; but tHe lea^ running
rdther high about eight, the expedition was put off. Our
commanding officers had^ orders not to fend for cartridges
till next day. jThey are to' b? ilelivered out at the rate of
fixty for each foldicr ; which^' with twpnty-tvvo he received
at Barcelona, a pickUxe',* a jcnapfack for provifions, and a
tin.box. for vinegar and water, befides his arms, will prove
aa iijtolerable burthew at this hot feafon of the year.

All this day it blew a frcfh gale from the E. N. E. which
ruffled the Tea To much, as to prevent our landing the follow-

^m ni§bt, as the general had propofed. We dilcovered,
I'ome new camps of Moors ; one iq particular, to the eaft-

.

ward of Algiers, which could neither annoy us, nor fuccor
thofe we intended to attack

; but we inferred frpm it, they
were in no want of troops, fince they had polls on every

At noon, we had notice given us, that our four compcinics
were to pafs on board another vcfiel ; but which it was to
be, we were not informed till three ; when we were told
Ihat five galliots werq to take in fifty men each, and the fur-
plus t© bepafledoa board other (hips; the captains «f
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which, .vere ordered to fend their boats for them immedi-

atelv. The cartridges, not being dehvered, occafioned •

delav of two hours, fpent in great confufion. This attair

beino at l^-n^th fettled, we went on board the galliots, wher.

we foon had a lively fenfe of the mifer^ that awaited us.

The orders of the day were, that the officers and foldier*

Ihould carrv four days provifion ; and at eight at night, they

fhould put off, in order to be able to land next morning on

the beach of the gulf of the Badworhan, which is five league^

weftofAlgiers. Our generaU had fo often boa fled of theplentv

that was t"o follow us aftiore, that ^ve longed with the utmoft

impatience for the order for landing, as we looked upon it

zs the onlv thing that could put an end to our fufFenngs,

which hourly increafed on board the galliots, whither wc

had carried nothing but a little ba4 bifcuit, lome cheeie ana

wine; moft wretched foodt befide, the hoi^rid inconv^ai,

ence of not having room to^lie ^own, or eycij
^°.$5t "? ^°"?.

the bench, we firft fat down upon. A dead calm all night.

The breeze failed and our 'landing was once more defer-

red, by which means both officers and men paffed a cruel

Received orders to comply with thofe given out on th^

.d for the mode of difcmbarking, now no longer to be at-

tempted at the gulf of the Badwoman ;
where^we (hould

indeed have been in the greatetl danger of perilling. The

very name denotes the danger we (hould have had to encoun-

ter. All day a fmart gale fron? the'eaft,,3nd another demur;

and a fecond moa fatiguing night for the foldiers.

6tk,

The plan being now changed, we were ordered at eight,

io pafs into the galliot that wa* to be placed on the left

wina, with an hundred men of the Walloon guards on board.

By Tome ftrange arrangement or other, our hundred wag

made up of two half companies, fnaead of one whole one.

At ten. faw fome men of war working out of the line of bat-

tle to' get near the (hore. The fiownefs of their motion

wal no doubt, regulated \)y the deTire they had of attacking

three Forts on the weft, which it was deemed neceffary to

filence, before we could approach the land ;
but for what

reafon had this been deferred for To many days ?

We had received orders to land fo long agO as the 2d

which svoM have been put in execution, but for the we;.-
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ther that proved unfavorable, iilthough no luch precaution
had been taken, nor even any floats prepared for the artil-

lery. Indeed, fince that time, they had been at work patch-
ing up fomc rafts.

At noon, the IcHTcr of the two Tufcnn frigates here drwn
within half a cannon fhot of a fort that fired upon her. Af-
ter having examined it, fhe tacked about, and came along
fide af her commodore. At half pad three, the Sai7it Jo-
feph fleered towards the land, and drove within reach of
three batteries that began to cannonade her; fhe returned
the fire, but theirs growing very brifk, the Oritnte was Cent

to tcke off the fhot of a fort, that annoyed her verv much on
her flarboard quarter. This engagement la Tied till eii^l.t

\vithout much harm done to either fide. The Saint Jofchh
had four men killed and fome wounded, among whom Was
the captain fiighty bruifcd by a fplinter : Some of the can-
non of the fort were difmounted. The galliots rowed away
the two fhips which were becalmed. During this a6lion
the Tufcan frigate failed in agiin, clofe under the fhore to
cannonade fome ftraggling parties of Moors, and a fort at

fome di fiance on the left. A Spanifh man of v/ar, and a

frigate had already attacked this fort, but had prudently
placed thcmfelves out of the reach of all mifchief ; their cau-

tion was exemplary and' his catholic majefly may fafely en-
trufl fuch d-iuntlefs captains with the command of his fhips
being well affured they will bring them back to his ports
whole and untouched. At leven, v/e defcried three h\^z-
rine barques, and about twelve fhallops with heavy cannon,
bearing down upon the Saint Jofcph. The half gnlley of
D. Ant. Barcelo got under fail in an inflant to give them
chace, and was followed by five of our galliots. The chace
lafted till half after eight, when the enemy retired under
the cannon of Algiers. The galliot I was in, was one of
thofe fent out to tow a bombketch up to the Admiral's
fhip; but the breeze was fo ftrong that we would not row
sgainfl it, and were obl'gcd to give up the point, and come
along fide of the admiral, to wait for our orders.

At four, fiuvfeveral fl-iallops full of troops going and com-
ing under the flern of the admirah. The tua'^oy of the V/al-

loon guards^ whom I faw upon deck, called out to me, that

the afLir was put off to the next day, and that he would



MILITAJRY_REPOSITORY. 3'3

tAe care to have boats for our hundred men Th. poor

foldiers, ^vere quite caft down with the wretchedne s of

their fuuation ; a«d it mua be acknowledged, that to eav.

them four davs, and as many nights, on a beacn "po ed «.

the violent heats andunwholelome dampsoftne co.ft o Afri-

ca, and to give them nothing to eat but badbre.dand cheefe

was but a forry preparation for an enterprise that req t.rtd

ftrengthof body and vigor of mind Tl^nr officers wer.

not much better off. The maRer of our barque d.d everr

.hin. in hts power to alleviate our diarelles ;
but th.s k.tad

of veffel is lo exceedinglv inconvenient, that we were obit-

ged to lie on the Eoor ; and its cookery fo naufeous, that,

even in our milerable condti.on, we never could get any

thing down hut a little loup.
n-R^illv

At ntne, I went on board the flup where Gen ORe.Uy

was, and learned that the attack had been deferred, bccauf^

„,anv detachments had not been punaual to the.r hour. O

this account, he ordered all the barques w.th the grenadter,

end battalions deft.ned for the fira embarkatton to be along

Tde of the admiral preci.ely at eight in the even.ng ,n ord t

to fn off at day-break, when the lignal was to be g.ven. 1 h.

Tombftches^ere put in readinefs, -^
^j^;J

'^
^^^

orders to range themfelves behind them exaaiy at ten Our

: minders Lmed to intend
^'>'^'^-f^^2:^;^

defi.n was not put in execution, nor have I lea.nt the rea on.

T, Uen theboL kept rowing up to the rendezvous, wh, ft

rU of the fleet -ew near t, h tt^.es -y ^were.„

r;w";::rrrs'Tim:^;o repair the damage don.

t ;oreg^.tng one, and to put -.;^;- ;" P-^ ^ -f
The boats our maior promiled us, dia noi y f r

laLr told us Je oTould have his. which, however, could

©nly land part of us at a time.

^ 1, If three the men of war began the attack, with
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four, the admiral hung out the hgnal ior going afiiore.

Seven galliots advanced to clear the beach ; they were fol-

lowed by leven divifions of boats ; each divifion carrying a

brigade of foldiers, which was to form itfelf into a line of
battle fix deep, as foon as landed ; but the boats w«ie
thrown into corifufion, as they had not been properly fepa-

rated and difpofcd, before they left the place of rendezvous.
This diforder, which might have occafioned our total over-
throw, would have been prevented, had we been provided
with boats proper for fuch an operation. Luckily for us
we met with no obflacles, the leaft of which would have
been fatal to us

;
and we landed about eight thoufand men

on the lliore, eaft of Algiers ; the boats left us immediately,
and went back to fetch the fecond divifion, which did not
arrive till an hour after, and then only part of the troops
could get on fnore.

The grenadiers of the army drew up in front, and advan-
ced

;
but they had not marched an hundred yards, before

many of their men and almoft all their officers were killed
or wounded. Thofe next them, moved forward to fupport
them, without having time to form their ranks, a neceffary
confequence of the manner in which they had been put into
the boats and dilembarked

; fome companies never could get
together, having landed in different plac«s, and by parcels.
The light infantry was by this time cut to pieces. The un*
evennefs of the ground we occupied, rendered every fand-
hcap, a fmall breaft-work, from behind which the Africans
fired upon us by platoons, as they kept retiring towards the
fo..t of the hills, about fix hundred paces from the fea, where
they hid themlelves among the woods and c^ardenS.

The General now ordered the left wing to advance. It

-wasjuft fix o'clock, and his fchemc was to march the left
wing to the brow of the hill, (the right refting on the lea-
ihore) and then to form a column, and advance about a league
further, to the attack of the caftle of Charles V. which com-
mands the whole town. The ftorming of this fort would
have enfured the conqueft of Algiers. Whilft our left wing
marched on with an intrepidity fcarce to be cxpcacd in lb
dangerous a pofition

; (ome battalions of ihc centre being
rather before the reft, drew up in battle Jirray, and with the
Spanifli guards faced to the right, that they might dehrm us
-from the cavalry of the Bey of Maicara. This body of hone
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was foon difper^eTb^Th^ri^.^ -d ""' "f *» ^'^"-^^^.^

Ant. Barcelo. But the Bey of Conftantina, who comnnandcd

a lar.e detachment of cavalry on our left, fje.ed th,s oppor-

t.nit; to drive a herd of camels againft the head of the ^Val

loon guards. By this unexpeaed affault he was tn hope of

draw ng.ff their attention, whilft he d.lpatched a body of

fifteen Ihoufand horfe, to cut off thetr commumcat-on w^ h

the feo, from which we were now pretty far <!.«»"«• Our

c.,rps de referve wheeling off to the left, drew up to fill ,h«

f.ace between the fea and the column of VValoons who

vere forming their lines to repel the enem.es
^^^'^^^^f^f

them from behind the camels •. but the grea.ell Read.neU

would have availed us little, nor could we have avo.ded

being broken and (laughtered to a man, as our formation was

too^eakto ref.a the impetuofity of fuch a body of h^rfe

h.d not Mr. Aaon, the Tufcan commander, cut h.s cables,

and let his mips drive into ftore, juft as the enemy was com-

n'onusfullW The inceiTant fire of h.s great guns,

loa'ded with gripe llrot, not only flopped .hem .n the.r car-

reer, but obliged them to retire with great lols

BemgdeUvered from this danger, we made our retreat

towards the fea-fide, in fuch diforder as muft en ue from .

want of proper commanders, abandon.ng to tne fury of the

barbarians our unhappy fellow loldiers, that were unable to

keep uo with us. ,

Our general had been bufy for the laft two hours, throw-

ing up an intrenchment wuh hfcines, earth bags, and che-

vaux de frize. We continued the work, and, to cover our

front and flanks, placed a few eight and twelve pound.rs

that had been of great ferv.ce to us all the—"S- '"

"i;^^

different operations. We remained thus <he bed part of h.

day, pretty fecure from all attacks of the Moornl, cavalry,

but by no means fireltered from the balls of ,h«r carab.nes,

which, carrying at leaft one third further than --^
^'^l^'f''

ktUed upwa'rds of four hundred of our men, .n th,s k..d of

camp. Here I faw our general or. horfe-back, g^orng »bout

to encourage the loldiers ; who flretched out on the ournmg

fands, feemed heedlefs of the clangers around,, and only an.t-

io us to procure a little reft to their weary bmbs.

By one o'clock, the Moors had fin.fhed a battery on the

naht of our camp -, and w* were fo pinched for room, ar>d

huddled together, that, cycry {hot took place. General
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O-Rellly hiving called for a return of the killed and wound.
ed, affembled a council of war, in which it was decided,
that at four we fliould reimbark, as the enemy was raifn.g
an other battery in front, which we muft pals under if wc
pcrfifted in the undertaking. The Algeriues, for want of
experience in thefe matters, fuffered us to accomplifh our
ends undifturbed

; And ..bout three in the mornii.g. the
lafldivifion of the army reimbarked, leaving behind Vhera
fourteen field-pieces, two howitzers, fume chefts of amnm-
nition, and the materials of our encampment, which the ene-
Tn> broke into, the moment the grenadiers of the re.r-guard*
puflied off from the fhore. We left on the field of battle,
one thouland three hundred men, and brought off three
thoufand defparately wounded.

There being unfortunately hofpitals only for four hun-
tJred men, the boats that had landed the Walloons, were ta-
ken up for the reception of the wounded ; this occafior.ed
the greateft diforder imaginable in our battalions, who
came off as well as they could, in the firft boats or tartans
Ihey could meet with. They remained in this confufion
above four and twenty hours employed, as well as any other
regiments, in getting together their disjointed companies.
The Moors, as foon as they had buril into our camp, cut

off the heads of all our (lain, and carried them off in bags,
to demand the premium offered by the dey, lor every chrifli-
cn head; they afterwards heaped up the carcales upnn the
facines ofthe entrenchment, and fet fire to the pile, which
we faw burning for two days and tw© nights,

loth. and nth.
All hurry

; no water to be had, though there were fhip-
loads of it in the fleet. 12th.

At fix, A. M. fignal for weighing anchor. Soon after mofl
cf the fleet iaiAcd out of the bay.

A. f
'5th.

At leven a. m. came to an anchor in Alicant road.

The Walloon guards were ordered afliore, and quartered
at Sanjuan. Auguft 10th.
We re-imbarked, and £oth.
Landed at Barcelona.

Taken from Travels through
Spain, in the years

:

'J els through 1

1775, and I

iburac^Efq, J
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OF THE BRITISH GARRISON,
EXTRAORPINARV VALOUR

OJ ALICANT IN ^709

. UCANT .a CUV an po.
, — ^^^^A cartU <^"^^jr^, L.hfro..he capiul

,he
'-.-,'^\^f',J- ;:,sin ua preuy good garn.on

cuyofValeuUa. ''^^^
...General Richards, wh>ch

„nder "^\—If Le ga>nft a very numerous arn,y

„,adean oba,naie d^'^"
^ ^^i^l, , ,„y Urge tram

a the French -^ /j- ,. ^„,,, ,„„,„:.

„f heavy aruUery and -
^^J^^

PP^„.,„,,,e, ,,„
"°"-

,tr-L into the caaie, which had h.ther.o

rilon relolved to rea.e tn
^^^^^^ ^.^^^^.^^^ .^

'=="-fr™f'rftlfn wUhlcredtble labor, filled the.

»he ohd rocU, a^^th n
^^^^^ ^^.^^^ .^^^ ._ ^^^^ ^.^

^vnh water. Ihe tr p
^^^^^^^ g.^^^_

Charles "otWs reg-^^^^
,^^^^,, ,, ,„, „„p

generally called the Fnc^^^^
made in .his fccond

led of «f"f"• ;^
;= J;" .Ls fnpoirtble to do any greal

fiege, the ^-nch iaw^h t

^^^^.^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^

matter m the u.ual way
exceffively laborious, and '

peaat.on, relolved upon a w°^k ex
^ y

^^ ^^

der.ak,ng .n l^^pe^tt wouU , t,.e

^^_^^^^ ^^^^_ ^^^_^^^_

-i.:betrrsr:rr;rou;T;o ince.anay, andbrought

J: be^sofp..n.to^^;^^^^^^^

they, havtng tn f"'

'?7;;; 7? , ,, experienced engi-

thought proper for th. '-;'«;>;J, „f J.^^er, Icveral

neers, and charged them wnh 1500 oarrei
,.

« This >lac= was tiica by the Biitifc in "r-S-
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Wge beams iron bars and crow., ana ..., utenfil. of dcItrua.on, fummoncd the caftle to furrender. March 20^h
i«oftfolemnIyafrurmg,afafeand honorable convoy to B>r'celona, wuh bag and baggage for every perfon in fr, if theJ
fubmuted within three days, and prevented the ruin of the
caflle

;
but threatened otherwifc, no mercy fhould be fhewn

^f any m:ght accidentally efcape the blow: and, to demon'
ftrate the reality of their defign, they defired the garrilon
iT^ight depute three or more engineers, with other gentlemen
of competent fkill, to view their works, and make a f.i.h
ful report of what they faw. Accordingly, two fi.ld-c^ffirers
Tvcnt to the mine, and were allowed the liberty of mikin?
what fcrutiny they pleafed

; upon which they told tlie govcrnor, that, if thei. judgment failed them not, the exwlcfi J
would carry up the whole caftle to the eafternmofl bauerv
unlefsittook vent in their own countermine, or vein • but
at leafl, they conceived it would carry away the fea-batterv
the lodging roorns in the caftle clofe, iome of the chambers'
cut for foldiers barracks, and they ycry much feared, m:,]t
afTca the great cifhern. ' '^

A grand council cf war wa8 called upon this
; the French

meHage delivered, and the engineers made their report • the
feefieged acknowledged their want of water, but believin^x
the Britifli fleet might be fenfible of their diftrefs and con
iequently under fome concern for their relief, their unani
iiious relolution was, to commit thcmlelves to the providence
cf God, and, whatever fate attended them, to fland the
ipnnging of the mine. The French General, and Spanish
OfHcers, cxpreffed the utmoft concern at this anl wer • and
the fecond night of the three allowed, lent to divert them
irom what they called, inexcufable obftinacy

: ofiering the
fame honorable articles as before, even upon that late compii.
ance

;
but thefc flill were rejcaed by the befieged. The

fatal third night approaching, and no fleet feen, the French
rent their laft fummons, and withal an afiurnnce, that their
mine was primed, and lliould be fprung by fix o'clock the
next morning

; and though, as they iaw, all hope and prof-
pea of relief was vain, yet there was room for lafety ftiil, and
the terms already propoled, were in their power to accept.
The befieged perfifted in their adherence to the refult of
their firfl council, and the French met their ufual anfwer
again

; therefore, as a prologue to their' intended tra-edy.
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tl,ev ordered al^eT,habitants of that quarter to wiUtdraw

from their houfe. before five o'clock the enlu,r,g, mormng.

Th= behead, in the mean lime, kept . general guard devot-

ing them^ew'es to their meditations. The M;J°J-;Gener^,

Col. Sibourg, and Lieu,. Col. Thorn.crofn of S.r Cha

Hotham's regiment, fat together ,n '^e Governor s uf.

lodging room ;
other officers cantoned themrelves s the.r

tempers inclined them, to pafs the meUncholy "'S^ •

A, length, day appearing, the Governor -- "^°-
J

that the inhabitants were flying in crowds to 'he -eftern-

moft part of the town. The Governor, ^'tended by the

:bove'mentionea gentlemen, and about five o;*"-

°
f

°f
"

cers, went to the weft battery, to tnform h.mfelf better

After he had remained there about a quarter of an hour

Lieut Col. Thornicroft defired him to remove as be.ng

urble to do anyfervice there; He and Col. S.bourg o.„

anlwered, that no danger was to be apprehended there

Lretha;in any other place; and that there they would

wait the event. The L.eut. Colonel rema.ned, becaufe h,s

fuoeriorsdid,and other officers imitated the fame example ;

L't the hour of five being now confide.-ably paft, the corpo-

ral-s gu,rd cried out, that the train was fired, cbferying fome

fmoke from the lighted matches, and other combufl.ble ma -

ter near it, from whence the fame afcended to the centme^

above. The Governor and field-officers were then urged to

retreat, but refufed.
. n . .u.

The mine at laft blew up ; the rock opened and
f^"*

J-'h^

whole mounta.n feltthe convulfion ; the Governor and field-

officers, with their company, ten guns, and two mortars

vere buried in the abyfs ; the walls of the caft e ftook, pa.t

of thesreat ciftern fell, another ciftern almoR clofed, and

t rod n,ut a man to his neck in ,ts clift who hved many

hours in that affliaing pollure. About thtrtyfix cent neU

,nd women were fwallowed in -ff-ent cjuarters, whofe

dvin. croans were heard, fome of them, after the fou th

tu?nfu, day. Many houfes of the town were overwhehn

ed .n their ruins, and the caftle fuffered "-'^ ^^^ut".
"

wears any form at all, was owing to the vent ^^h.^rr tn ex

plofion forced through the veins of the -ck, and the eoun-

Lmine. After the lofs of the chief-officers, ''- g ve n-

ment fell of co.rfe to Lient. Col. Dalbeume, who a,.w ou.

adetuehmentfromthc whole garrifon, ana v.uh it made >
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defpcrate fally, to fliew how littTrhTTTs moved at their
lh.,ncJer. The bombs from the caftle played on the town
niore volen.ly; and the fhot piled every corner of their
ftreers

;
which marks of their refentment they continued

tdl the arrival of the Britifh fleet, which they had expeaed
To long.

MILITARY MEMOIRS AND MAXI

RETREAT.

MS,

A^ FINE retreat is look'.d on by many experienced officers
-^^^ a^ the m^fter-piece of a good General ; for which rea-
fon nothing fhould be negleded to make it fafe and honor-
able.

Remember never to halt and furrender your troops to
the enemy, if there is a pofTibiiity of retreating or defend-
ing yourfelf with luccefs.

.

You muftgive to all your troops a rendcEvous remote
from the field of battle.

After having computed the time necelTary for your re-
treat, with that which the enemy will require to come up
\vith you, gather your troops together, and your prifoncrs,
and march to fome ftrong ground without flopping.

If you have many priloners, feparate them in three or
four bodies, and let them march between the (quadrons,
without arms or fpurs

; and mount the chief officers, or
thofe who cannot walk, on the worfl; horfes that can be' got
for them.

If you are obliged to fight again, fend your prifoncrs and
booty to fome ftrong place, with a fufficient guard ; or fend
them before, with a party in proportion to their number,
whiift you are engaged with the enemy.
Let your retreat be made by ways where you do not ex-

peft the enemy
; and in your march, put good detachments

m the woods, vallies, narrow paffes, or other places, which
may obftrua the enemy in their purfuit.

Leave three or four troopers and a trumpet, well mounted,
at the entrance of a wood, clofe country, or road at the top
of a high ground. The enemy appearing, the- troopers
fiicw thcmidvcs, found their trumpet, and cllige the enemy
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,0 march flou-ly ZI^^^^^^^^^u ;
and then at a .certai"

diftancc they gallop as faft a, ,hey can, -^
J^^J^^/JJ ^

If the enemy cet before you, and attack your advancea

.ntd vou muft'iacrifice fome of your troop., who are to

Tji the enetny. whllft the reft of your army n^arches off

^";^;:: farlf Srf:;t„ed, .hat the enemy, advanced

,u!;/has marched with ^o much haRc, as not to be ^o.

. ,1 -u ^n- r^f their troops, halt behind lomc
jotned by *e;eft «f 'l^

;^^^/ ;^ ,.ve your troops

r::: ; r^::^ orLr, and fudden^y fall on them as foon

^Zy Ippear': they w.U be weaker than you, perhaps tn

dilorder too, and you will eafily rout them

wnenyuuai ,

^r^.'^^ the enemv within their

ceed by temporizing ; by Keeping the enemy

own country, and eating up their own forage ;
and if th.y

Sft thet a^y. it is then their intereft to give you battle.

='1t'lCifrr;';et the advantage of .he enemy bymmm
"—

;:rrit».-.. .»"t-;r";

army,
3 ^
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You put the country under nnlltary execution, which
refufcs to pay contribution ; and you oblige them to it by burn-
ing their country, plundering, and taking fome of the inha-
bitants priioners for hoftages.

When a country is fufpeaed, the General muft keep feme
of the principal inhabitants near him, under the pretence of
civility.

You feem fometimes to fhew fear, to give a greater
confidence to the enemy in their ov^n ftrength, and to make
them more negligent and lefs diilruftful of you.
You make a feint retreat, in order to induce them to make

fome falfe movement, which may put them in a difadvan
tageous fituation, and give you an eafy opportunity of cor
refting them.

To throw a terror and confternation into the enemy's
country, feparate your troops into leveral bodies, as fecretly
as you can, to execute feveral enterprizes at the fam.e time.
Let it be reported abroad, that your troops are more nume-
rous than they are ; and to confirm that opinion, let bodies
of them appear in feveral places at the fame time,

PARTICULAR BATTLES AND AMBUSCADES.

You lie in ambufh in woods, gardens, houfes, villages

ruins, ditches, hollow ways, and coppices.

Poft yourfelf fo, as that you may retire by feveral ways,
in cafe the enemy fhould come with a fuperior force ; and
contrive it fo that you may quit your ambufh without dif-

ordcr.

Reconnoitre well the place you would chufe for your
ambufh, left you 3'ourfelf fall into one.

Poft your fentinels fo, that they may fee without bein»

feen ; and be very alert, left you fliould be furprized. Make
two or three ambufcades at the fame time.

Put all your troops in ambufh, if the enemy can come at

you only with a part of their army ; but if they can come
towards you with the whole, then make only fmall ambuf-
cades.

You let fingle people or fmall parties pafs without fhew-
ing yourfelves, when you expeft fome more confidcrablc

ftroke fhall offer : but if they dikovcr you, they muft be flop-

ped, and taken into your annbufli, till the expetled afi'air is

over.
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Thofe who atelanded to attack art enemy in ambulh

fltould march to them by unknown and by-»ays ; and the

commanding officer (Itould be tlte only perfon who kno«.

what he is going about.

SKIRMISHES.

You {kirmifh to reconnoitre the fituation of the ground

or Dlace ; to animate your loldiers ; to try their courage, and

that of the enemy ; to get prifoners, and int.lhgence ;
to

felzc or fecure a poft ; or ftop the march of an enemy.

"if your army be fmall, you muft give it more front and

lels depth ; and let the fame troops pafs feveral times m the

r.aht of the enemy ; widen your intervals ;
let your drums

beat, and your trumpets found, out of fight of the enemy,

and where you have no troops.

On the contrary, if you are Rrong, hide part of your troops

behind fome cover, and let your front appear narrow, by

giving depth to your regiments, or drawing one or more ni

the rear of the other.

In your fkirmia^ing, you muft take care not to oe drawn

into an ambufcade ; lucconr your troops often ;
and if you

think of retiring, let your ikirmifh grow hotter.

TO SURPRIZE A POST OR QUARTER.

To fucceed in this, you muft get a perfea knmvledge of

the place •, entertain good fpies among the enemy, m order

that if they fiiould get notice of your defign, they may maka

no movement without your knowledge; and agree on a

place with them, where they may bring you their intelU-

^^Have three or four light carts, drawn each with one horfe,

to carry what is necefTary for your purpofe. I" '>"M'ou

^ay have three or four petards ; in another a little folaing-

bridge, which may ferve as a mantelet or flieUer when you

Pai-s the foffe ; in another two cheNrres, or machines to mount

your <ans with, fome large pine.rs, arong laws, hatchets,

hammers, nails, bolts, files, and other indruments of fV>rce,

iuchas cricks or jacks, handfpikes, and the like ihei.

carts may ferve for cover. Add to- thele, two Imall pieces

of artillery, light and fhort, mounted on. very light carnages^

and drawn by one horfe each ; aada fmall mortar, with io.^a

cohorns, bombs, and grenades.
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When you would furprize the enemy by a fudden and
linexpefted attack, feize on fuch pa.Tages as may fecure your
retreat

; be at the place at the hour appointed for execution
;

and do not halt too near the place you defign to attack, leil

you fhould be difcovered by the foragers, Icouts, or fmall

parties of the enemy : and M'hilft you are in aftion, have a

body of troops abroad, to hinder the place from being re-

lieved.

Endeavour to attack the pofl in flank or rear, and come as

near as you can to it without being difcovered : cut off their

patrols, vedets, and advanced guards.

Thefe fort of attacks are always bed made in the night, or
at the break of day, or clofe of the evening ; before the ene-
my have pofled their guards or fentinels, or given any order

for the fecurity of the place.

You mull not give them time to aSfemble their troops, but

as foon as you are difcovered, charge briildy, and enter pell-

mell with the enemy. Separate your troops into feveral bo-
thies, and let them all attack, at the fame time in different

places.

Force your way immediately to their main guard, feize

their place of arms, and pufh forward to hinder the enemy
from deliberating, affembling, or putting themfelves in order
of battle.

Let your horfe gallop inftantly to the parade ; where find-

ing no refiftance, detach fmall parties from them to fcour the

ftreets, and feize the commanding and other officers ; and
whilft this is doing, let another body of horfe ht ordered to

march round the out-fkirts of the poft, to feize all who
would make their efcape.

In the mean while the reft of your infantry mufl: march
into the place, take poft in the market-place, and draw up
in order of battle, to be ready to march where there may be
occafion.

SURPRIZES,

You fall on the enemy by furprize when they march
through narrow and difficult paffes, when one part has paffed,

fo as noteafily to come to the fuccour of the other ; as in the

paffage of rivers, or woods, in which you lay an ambufli of

foot, porting lijcewife a body of horfe near the place they
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the wood, you chnrgc them m fion,. flank, and, rear ,

you have them at a cheap rate.

ATTACK OF MSES OR INTREKCHMESTS.

When you attack lines, always n,ake a falfe '"-^ -Uh a

fmall bodv of men, in order to favor the true ones
;
and let

your attacks begin precliely at the lame ttme.

Let your attacks be made in the night :
the e-my, no

feetg our difpofuion, will not know where the ftonn w.U

fall, and confequently muft keep every place guarded

Take care for the above purpofe, to carry gooaftore °

fafcines and hurdles with you
;

let jo-^^^^^'lf^j^ ^
.he infantry, be well loaded with thetn, ,n -d« '°;' "?

all advanced or other foUes : and dtrcE your men, a. foon

,s they have entered the lines, to open the barr.ers, and .evel

the line for the cavalry to enter.

Reconnoitre well the enemy's lines that Y™ -yj;""^.

their fituation, and the approaches to them, befote you

''tiVch brifldy up to them with your infantry in twolines ;

ke;pyourhreaJdto^.hb.,aUonoft,^^^^^^^^^^

point four or five fquadrons to cany

dies

Seem to refolve to attack the intrencnment m the pa.

vou laft defign : let fafctnes be cut, and other 8 ""? P^

para.ions be'made : and .hilft the -.emy - --n on the

Lfence of that part, you march =n the n.ght, and ll.p into

their Hue where they leaft lulpeaed you.
_

It almoft alwavs happens, that an --7.-'^'='^ ^""^;";-

trenchm-ents or t'roops in the field w„h v.gotn-, and ,s we.l

fuftained, finds great advantages over thole who de.end.

If you apprehend the enemy will attack your ,nes keep

conftantlylt fmall parties, efpecially m the -S-. " g-^

you the earlieft intelligence of ihe.r mot.ons, taa you may

be ready to receive ihem.

* See Ramfifs Turenn., Vcl. II. p. 130, ^^'^'' '''''''' ^

fmarkabk attack oj lines.
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ON THE PITTING OUT OF SOLDIERS.

T TNDER the term of fitting out of a foldier, we under-
^^ ftand not only his arms and cloaths, but alfo the manner
of his drefs and ornaments. Utility is the firft thing to
which' we mufl look : cleanlinefs and comfort the fccond, and
neatnefs the third. Where all three can be united, they
certainly fhould

; but where it is not poflible, there neatnefs
muft yield to comfortablenefs, and that to utility.

For the fake of neatnefs, comfort and utility are often fa-

cnficed. The following remarks and propofuions, at leaft,

merit fome attention.

OF THE C LOATHING.

Hie narrow and fliort coat is neither good for the cold
nor for wet. A cloak, which would reach over the knees,
in which the foldier might wrap himfelf up, but which he
might lay afide on the march, and at exercife, would be pre-
ferable. It certainly would coft fomewhat more, but it
tvould laft longer, and then tent-covers and guard-eloaks
might be difpcnfed with.

Were coats to be abolifhed, waiRcoafs muft have fleeves,
and we might ornament thefe with cuHs, lappcis an^d col!
Jars.

The breeches are commonly fo narrow and fhort, that
ivith pain and art only, they are kept on the body, tearing
^vvay at a little violent motion. They ought to be fpacious
and reach to the navel.

- The moft uncomfortable of all clothing are the gaters.
They are fo narrow, and have fuch a quantity of buttons,
that a long time is requifite to put them on properly. They
are good for nothing but to make the foldier lliff and un-
healthy. Thofe of white linen are eternally to be walhed

;

thofe of black linen, which, with wax, are to be kept fhining
put the foldier to trouble and expcnce ; thofe of black cloth
are the bcft, if ever any fliould be given ; but ftill better it

would be to give them half boots, inftead of thofe uncom-
fortable fhoes and gaters. Thefe are very quickly put on,
•r pulled off, and are, in dirty weather, very comfortable.
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Small cocked hats do not cover the head, and require fad-

cning, fome way, to prevent their falling off the foldier'$

heads at the leaft motion. Still more uncomfortable are gre-

nadier's and fufilicr's caps. Thefe require faftening as well

as the hats, and are not of the leaft ufeagainft rain, or a coup

dt foldl. They are infupportable when the fun fhines on.

the tin. and makes it hot ; or Hiould the rain run down

ftraiaht into the eyes of the foldier, he muft not alter his

polulon to wipe his face. Another uncomfortable thing is

that the foldier never puts this cap on, but when on fervice,

and is obliged to provide a hat, at his own expence, which,

on the ma^ch, he carries on his back, where it cuts a ridicu-

loui figure, with the cartouch-pouch, his knapfack, and field-

kettle,"^.and increafes the foldier's burthen, who has a full

load without it. Whai utility or comfort is there in this?

Even the ornament, of carrying a fnining fteeple upon the

head, is nothing of moment. At the time when gransdes

were thrown, round and pointed caps muft have been of ufe,

in order to throw the lling readier over the head, but of what

ufe are they now, as throwing of granades Is no longer in

praaice ? It is to be confidered, whether round hats (as moft..

of the Pruftian regiments now have) ornamented with a card

and feather, w^ould not look as well, or better, and would

not remove the uncomJortablenefs of the common hats and

caps.

So far for the form and clothing of the foldier. Now for

the colour of it, which is not unworthy of notice. Colours

which are foon foiled, and want cleaning, colouring, or

wafhing, are not good for a foldier. He has not time always

to clean them ; it puts him to expence, and he is obliged to

carry with him, beiides his other load, bruflies and chalk ;

and the cloth, by continual brulhing and colouring, is fooner

worn out, than by any other ufe. Confequently we ftiould

avoid, as much as poffible, white, yellow, and red. Blue

and green are the fiiteft colours.

In order to eafe the foldier in the drefs of his head, and

promote cleanlinefs, it would be wife to cut the hair round

the head, by this the round hats might be faftened, if it

ever requires it, with a ribband under the chin.

By this mode of drefs it will fcarcely be neceffary to keep

the foldier in his cloaths in time of danger : becaufe he may

be dre{f-:d in a minute. What an advantat;c at a furprife 1
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The iffue. of the whole affair may depend upon it. Befidcs,

this drefs will give him a more warlike appearance than the

prelcnt.

OF THE ARMS.

The arms are the only things in \yhich we have been mak-

ing improvements from time to time ; but there are, perhaps,

fome more applicable.

The manner in which the bayonet is fixed on the fufil is

very unhandy. If it is faflened too tight, it caufes difficulty

an reverfmg the firelock ; if too loofe, it falls down in pre-

fenting the firelock. Before the exercife every thing may

be in order, but during the exercife it lofes time, and gives

trouble to the bed difciplined men. How eafy would it be

to remedy this by an invention, which would keep the

bayonet fafl till a fpring was touched. It is needlefs to de-

i'cribe that which every one muft conceive.

Every one knows that arms, on the march, as well as in

camp, are not fecure againft wet. This might be rem.edied

by a leather cover, from the butt to reach over the lock.

On the march the firelock might be carried reverfed, and

might in camp, on the fide of the tent, be fluck by the

bayonet into the ground. The falling out of the fhot might

cafily be prevented by fixing the rammer, or any other flick

into the barrel. Another advantage from it would be, that

at a furprife, every foldier would in a moment, find his

ownfufil. We know what diforder it caufes, if a whole

company has to fetch its arms at two mantcaux d'arvies

:

and that it is impofTible that each foldier, could without lofs

of time, at night lay hold of his own fufil, which is of

fome moment to him.

The bayonet-fheaths, which are as long as fwords, are fu-

perfluous, in war-time at leafl ; and would be fo in time of

p«ace, if reverfing of arms was abolifhed. But ffill more

ufelefs are thofe little machines for the cartridges, called

pouches, or cartridge-boxes ; they arc neither handy, ufe-

ful, nor ornamental. No foldier can trufl his cartridges to

this machine, if he would not fee them fpoiled in a few days.

Even in the aftion it ferves no purpofc ; for, if we fill up

more than one row of the holes, the foldier, in haffe, often

takes hold of two at once. It would be better to fave tliis

confiderablc expence, or apply it to fomething clfe. If that
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machine was put afids, the cartridge-pouch might he made
fmailer, A new faving to Government, and more eafe to

the foldier. Further, the cartridge-pouch has an uncomfort-

able pofuion on the loldier's back. The cartridge cannot fo

handily be taken out, and it hinders the foldier's motions.

Would it not be better :o carry them before the body, as the

grenadier non-cominifTioned officers do ? Thirty cartridges,

without that box, take a very little fpace. The other thirty

might be carried in the knaplack, or in any thing, applied

to it for that purpofe.

Thofe long fticks, called pikes, what a burthen are they

to the officers! And how are they fetviceable ? Would not

iliort fufils look as well, or rather better ; and they arc

ufeful at the fame time ?

Perhaps, it may be poflTible to introduce, among the infant-

ry, fmall cuiraffes, if they were ealed of other things in the

propoied manner. At leaft, they would be more ufeful to

them them than to the heavy horiemen, who leldom are ex«

pofed to the fire of fmall arms.

fiND OF THi: IIRST VOLUMS.
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P. Irving.

Wm. Jacobs.

T. B. Tones.
-^ ^ K.

Capt. Ifaac L. Kipp.

William S. Knox.
Samuel S. Kipp, jun,

William Keuletas.

William King, jun.

John N. Kerfhaw.

John Keele.

Samuel Kelly.

Henry Kneeland,

Hugh Kelleher.

Lewis Kelly.

I. Kipp, jun.

James Kartright.

John Kinghorn.

General Lamb.
Lieuf. Andrew Lifpenard.

Enfign Edward W, Laight.

A iron Levy.

Jimes Lyon.

J. R. Rivington.

Daniel Lawrence,

Adolph L. Lent.

Jofeph Lamen.

J.
Lyon.

Richard F. Lawrence.

J. Lvon.
Jofcph Lee.

Lawrence & Whitney.

D. Levifton.

John Lewis,

Abrahams Labagh.

James Lowerre.

William Lamplin.
M

Col. Jacob Morton.

Major Alex. Mills.

Capl. John Marichalk.

Capt. Jacob Dela Montagnc.

Lieut. John Mercerau.
^

Lieut. Edward Meeks, jun.

Daniel Miller.

Samuel Mitchel.

Timothy Mirrel.

George Mullen.

William Moony.
W. Mix,
Francis M'Clure,

William Millns.

Ifaac Menard.
William Marrincr.

Philip Myars,

H. M'Farlan.

John Mabie.

Robert Mount.

Hugh MOearmont;.

Peter Mabie.
' William Mill.

Robert M-DougaL
Andrew Mitchel.

Joleph Mirflial.

Malcom NJ-ii'iea ^ Sja.



334 SUBSCRIBERS NAMES.

John Murphy.
K-obcrt Moihrile.

John Molor.)

.

John M'Gregor.
John N. Macomb.
William M'Intire.

Robert G. Merrit.

Thomas Millne.

John Mount.
John Manly.
Henry Martling.

£dmund Mead.
Adolph Myer,
Wm. Middleton,
Hugh Meglone.
James Marfland.

Daniel M'Gec.
John M'Guire.
John Murray,
Fred. Mcrrei.

J. E, Martin.

N
Col. Benjamin North,
Auguftus NicoUs,
Wm. Nexcn.

O ^
B. M. Ofhorn,
JBenj. B. Ofborn,
Morris Oakley,

P
Capt. John P. Pearfs.

Ephraim Parker.

Wm. Patterfon,

John E. Parker,

J. Prenticcj jun,
Caleb Pall,

Wm. Poft.

Sam. H. Phee.

Jofiah PriftdU.

John Peafe.

Ifaac Pearfon,

Wm. Philips.

Charles ?. Poinier,

Leonard Rogers,

John Quick.
R

Col. Henry Rutgers. 2 cop.
Maj. Robert Rutgers, jun.
Capt. A. Ricker.

Jam«s L. Robinfon.

Thomas Richards,

Robert S. Ratoone,

James Rufling.

iJavid H. Reins.

F. Ronimel.

John Repon,
John Remy.
C. Roofevelt,

R. Ratoone.,

George Robbins.
Wm. & Geo. Ricketts.

J. Remlen.
H. I. Rcmfen,
A. Richards.

John Rankin,

J. Robertfon,

J. Ricbardlon.

G. Rutherford.

S .

Col. G. Steddiford.

Maj. B. Swartwout.
Capt. Geo. Snowdon,
Capt. Lieut. J. Swartwout,
Capt. John J. Staples. .

Capt. S, Suyuam, .

Enilgn H. Sands.

Peter C. Schuyler.

H. Stoutenburgh.
Louis Sands,

John SandEord.
Ilrael Smith.
Alex. Stewart.

Clement Sadler,

James Snow,
F. Scriba,

Joihua Sands,

J. Service.

Z. Seymour,
John Sibeil.

G. Smith.

R. Smith.

N. Slockwell.

Andrew Smith.

Richard Seaman.
Wm. Standevwick,

James Smith.

Jofiiua Snow,
llaac T. Stagg,

Jofliua Smith.

James Smith,



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 3S5

Thomas Smith.

Alex. Saunders.

T
Capt. Ifaac Torbofs.

Capt. J.
Ten Eyck.

Alex. Ticbout.

A. Tyfon.
Daniel Tucker.

Adam Telefair.

S. Trockmorton.
Tucknefs & Lowncs.

Jacob Tovvnlend.

*H. Thomas.
Wm. Tweedy.
Adan\ Tredwell.

James Taylor.

John Thiftle,

James Trivet.

Benj. Thurfton,

Peter Terhune.

John Terhune.
Luke Tearny.

James Thorburn.
V

David Van Home, Adj. Gen.

of the State of New-York.
Maj. Wm. J.

Vredenburg.

Richard Varick, Mayor.

Jacob Vandervoort.

Wm. P. Van Nefs.

James Van Dyke.

C. Van Allen.

B. N Van Beuren.

A. Van Gelder, jun.

John Van Norden,

J. Vermilga.

Andrew Van Home,
James Vatey. U
John Utt.

Robert Undcrhill.

Thomas Uflick.

W
Capt. John A. Wolfe.

Gsorge Weldi.

Thomas Wiiron*

A. Weft.

3 >hn Weft.
Henry White,
jofeph D Webb,
T. Wortman.

A. Williams.

Geo. J. Warner,
John Wood, jun,

iMrs Willet.

Job Wade.
Peter R. Williams,

James Walford.

James Warner,
Robert Weir,
Wm. Warfey,

James Watfon.jun,
Weftphai.

Alex. Wation.
Wm. White.
Wm. Wade.
G. Woodhull.
Samuel Watfbn.
Rufus Whitcker.
Benj. WiUfon.
Van Wvk Wikes.
Jofeph Williams.

Wm. Watfon.
Benj. WiUiamfon.

Y
Thomas Yowel.
R. Yates^

FLAT3USH.

Hend. H. Suydam.
Daniel Rapalje.

John Lot.

John Ndgel.

John Ruble.

Leffert Martenfcjun.

FLUSHING.

Willet Leacraft.

BROOKLIN,
Tunis Bergen jun.

Peter Vandevoort.

John R. Cowenhoven.
Jaeob Sharp jun,

KEW UTRECHT.
John N. Cowenhoven.
Thompfon Pater,

R. Van Brunt.

Peter S. Corlelyoa.

CRAVES END.

Nichohs R, SLillwell^
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FLATLANDS.
Johannes

J.
Lolt.

Peter P. M'ickoff.

John Baxter.

Bavid Taggart.

KEW-,YORK COUNTY,
John C. Trei>ke.

LONG- IS LAND.
Brig. Gen,

J. Smith.

JAMAICA.
l^.h^iUc.. Kingjion, 3 cop.

QUEENS COUNTY.
Col.

J. S. Jacklon.
Arm. Barcalos, Narrows,

DUTCHESS COUNTY.
Brig. Gen. S. A. Ba-yier,

Major Philip S. Schuyler.
Major Richard Rnpalj'i.-

Col. Andrew Herrmance.
Major W.R3dcliff- -

Bria. Gen. D. VaA Nefs.
Enfign Seth B. Randall.
Major Corn. Elmendorf.
Adjutant S. Elmendorf.
Capt. Henry De Witt jun,
Capt. S. Hermancaf*

J. J. Elmendorf.
Capt. Jacob P. Cole.
Capt. C. C. Elmendorf.
Capt, Martin Human.

ALBANY.
G. W. V. Schaick,
Ifaac Hutton.
Dirck Tew Broeck.
Jacob Hochrtrafer.

Spencer & Webb, 6 copies.
Brig. Infp. B. Moore.

WEST-POINT.
S.Ofburn, Dr. of the Artillery
Capt. Edward Miller,
Lieut. Geddes.

RENSELAER COUNTY.
C^pt. J. Langdon.
WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Brig. Infp. A. J. Bhnchard.
Col. Charles Kane.
Col. David Thomas.
Brig. Gen.

J. Williams.

Capt,
J. Harvey,

Col. J. Lanfing.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

J, Cockran Infp. & Brig. Maj,
Col. Charles Newkirck.
WESTCHESTER COUNTY.

M^jor Ben. Green.
Major R. Thomas.
Brig. Gen. T. Harrifon.

COLUMBIA COUNTY.
Col. S.TenBroctk.
James Rubner.

Livingston's manor.
Brig. Gen. H> Livin^fton.
Miijor John P. Van Nels,

Orange county,

J. W. Wilkin.

HERKEMER- COUNTY.
M.^jor Gen. -W. Kirkland.

Brig. Major, T. Caffity.

RICHMOND.
Henry Banks,
Prichard & Davidfon, 6 cop,

Capt. John Leftcr,— . Stauton.

BENNINGTON,
Anthony Hafwell,6 copies,

New-Jersey.
D. Steward, Roxbury.
N. Arrolmith, Somerfet Count,

J. W. Carter, Mams County,
Ifaac CanfieJd, do.

Archer Gifford, Newark,
Matthias Day, Traiton, 6 cops.
Capt. St. Morford, Princeton^

24 copies.

PHILADELPHIA. J

Thomas Bradford, 50 copies.
\

BALTIMORE.
Andrews & Butler, 12 copies.

G. Keatinge. 6 cop.

J V.Thomas, Alexandria^?./{c^

Ebez. Lai kin Bojlori^ 12 cop.

J. R. Jones, NtiofieUL

M;ij. S. Green, New-London,
Carter &Wilkinfon,/'r<>t;ififf«f«

6 copies.

O. White, PcUrfourg, {Georg.

1/
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