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Uncle Sam's Forest Hangerso

QUARTS!, RA!IUER’S SOIiOo

T e Forest Products laboratory, Maintained by the U.S,

Forest Ser^'loe, at IJ^adlson, Wisconsin, Is the only

Institution In the country concerned entirely with the

Investll^atlon of wood and wood products, and their

adaptation to diversified fields of use. It was the

first — and for several years the only - Institution

in the world conducting general research on wood and

Its utlllzatlono

Well, there' 8 a little problem ot wood utilization uo

at the Pine Cone National Forest Ranger Station

right now, as we go to visit our friends Ranger Jliii

Robbins and other good folks at Winding Creek.

At the moment, we find Bess Robbins, the Ranger's

wife, and i*ary Halloway, the local school teacher,

In the living room «—

’

(FADING) I wonder what Jim’s doing now?

He was In the office a few minutes ago, Mrsc Robblnso

I've asked him a dozen times to repair the kitchen

floor next to the sink, where it's in such terrible

condition^

He looked very busy when I saw hlmo

26 .
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l^kRY:

BESS:

23 .

ii.4

4(.y3

Oh, he's always busy, but he knows 1 want the floor

flxed„ This morning he passed the Job off on to

Jerry. But now Jerry’s gone to that 'raeiilng of the

stock growers' associatlono

He said he'd be back bv nine-thirty

I know he did, but I 'late to ask him to db things

like thato He's always helping around the hou8e<.

But Mr. Bobbins will do It for you If you asked him

to, ^von't he^

You don't know Jim Robbins like J do, Mary. He means

well enough, but he's always got something else on

i
^

his mind, and It's a terrible Job to get him to take

time off to do little things around the housec

But If you told him how badly the floor needs fixing—

He ought to knowo He's complained about it for the

last wee «

I caught my heel where the boards are separated and

almost fell tonight when we were doing the dlshesc

I know you did, Mary. It's getting to the place now

where It's actually dangerouso

You have the bQa*d8 to mend it out there now, don't you?

Yes. They've been lying ki the kitchen for the last two

days - - I think I'll go see wla t Jim’s doing. You'd

better come along, Mary, to lend me moral support.

What's this going to be, a pitched battle^
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1 BESS:

2 .

3. (PAUSE)

4. uJiBI:

5. BESS:

6 .

7 JIm:

8.

9. BESS:

«o

11. JIM:

12,

13. MARY:

14, JIM:

15. BESS:

18.

17. JIM;

18. BESS;

19. JIM;

20. BSSSg

21. JIM:

22.

23 BESS:

24. JIM:

26. BESS:

(FADING) Anything can happen In t>^e Robbins family),

Warvo

(Fj^DTWG- in) Are you terribly busy, Mr, Robbins^

(FADING IN) ibn‘t ask him that, Mary. Of course '^e’ll

say he Is

What's thls^ Looks like I*ni In on the wrong end of a

plot*

(SWEETLY) Why, Jim, how can you say such a thing —
you know we wouldn't plot against you*

Oh, oh " - Now 1 know I'm In for It — who's side are you

on, Mary?

only an Innocent bystander^

Good I" 11 pass the buck to you^

Oh, no you won't, Jim Robblnso You've beeipaesing the

buck too long now, and It's- coming right back to you*

^hat have I done now, Bgas?

It's what you haven't donco

M-ra-ra, that phrase has a familiar dound to me»

You were going to repair the kitchen floor

—

Oh, is that what f e posse's after me for? Didn't Jerry

tell you he was going to do th(t for you, Bess?

He did. But he happens to be at a meeting now*

He'll do It when he gets timCc

But It must be done tonight, Jim* Seri ou sly

o
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Page 5

gettln' to be an old man, Beas^ It's a lot to

ask of an old veteran like mer

^ovtg Jim, you're only wasting time

—

But, Bess, my knees are giving me fits again.

I've got the worst rheumatism I've had In years

Really I have, Besso

^hy, Jim Robbins, you went out of here like a house

afire, when Al Perkins called you about that man who

wac steal.lng timber off the Forest this morning

Well, a man's got to forget his personal discomfort

at a time like that - - - Don't you worry about that

kitchen floor, Bess, He'll be back any minute

now*

Well, I suppose If I ever get It fixed, Jerry will

have to do it*

REVIVER LIFTED *

Pine Cone Ranger Station Jerry —- Ho,

Bess and ^ary are causing me a lot of trouble

About that floor you were supposed to fix for Bess,

^ou shouldn't let yo’^r work slip like th>^t, son

It makes a bad impression* Makes peonle think you

aren't a man of your word Well, I don't think I

would, if I were you« ^ou wouldn't get home 'till

pretty late, and Bess needs tluit floor fixed

What Is It, Jim? Let me talk to Jerry.
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JIM: Hold on, J^rry. (TO BESS) Bays'to tell ^^ary

3,

• to wait for him, because, he wants to stop by Hank

Mason^^^lace for a while before he comes home.

BESS: Let roe talk to him — (TO PHONE) Hello, Jerry —

6. Now don’t you pay a bit of attention to Jim, He

6 .
Gan fix the floor himself, You go on over to

7 .
Mason’s if you want to,, —- All right. I'll tell

8. hero Ooodbye

9. RECEIVER ON HOOK o

to. .lAHY: What did he aay, ^rso Hobbins^

11. BESS: He's going over to talk to Hank a while, Mary. He

12. wants you to wait If you can, and he'll be back to

13. take you home?

ic- JIMS By Jimlny, Bess, here's a b-Jiletln that tells you

16.
- all about repairing floors,

16. BESS; What pamphlet are you talking about®

L7. JIM: This one, Tt'e put out by our Forest Products Lab

e in Madison, WisGonalnp

19. BESS: What's tiTat got to do with repairing the kitchen

cO

.

floor?

JIM: Everything in the world. That's w>-at it’s about

things like t>at S.e^ “Selection of Lumber for

Farm and Home Building." (STALLIKO) I’ll read yo«

what it says

26. BESS Never mind the bulletin; you'd better £12.
the floor

Instead of reading about Ito
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But you ou^ht to know this, B^gs. It says, '*Ihe

simplest method of preventing wood from decaying

Is ^0 keep it dry." S® that's why those boards next

to the sink are in bad shape. "Keeping wood dry,"

It says, "entails protecting It from the quite

generally recognized decay hazards created by the

contact of wood with the ground, by leaks, and by

actual contact of wood and water. It also entails—

Oh, Jim, will you stop it. You’re only stalllngc

And it isn't going to do you a bit of good.,

Sounds kind cf onlmous, doesn't it, Mary^

I'm afraid it does, ^^r^ Robbins,

The hammer and saw and the wood and nails are in

the kitchen

Say, Bpgg, I really ought to see Perkins tonight.

I've been waiting all day for a chance to talk to

him. And now th'\t I*ve got a free minute

Why do you have to see him tonight?

Well, you know me. I don't like to put things offc

(SARCASTIC) 'Oh, of course not, Jim. But I'm sure

Al wouldn't mind if you waited tlU tomorrow to see

him. ^ ^
J

* He might get away before ^ could see him In the

morning

c

And you've been waiting all day for a chance to see him?
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JIM:

BESSs

JIM:

BESSs

JIM;

8. BESS!
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10.
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le.

17.
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Id. BESSs

20.

21.

22. MARY

23.

24 BESS

25.

Pa(?« G

Well, practically all day—

But you told roe this rrornlng that Al went up to the

lumber camp the first of the weeko

Did I?

You certainly dido

(CHUCKLE) I must be gettln’ old, Bess.. I forgot

I*d told you thato

Now Jim, If you'll only do that work now It'll be

over and out of your way and you won't have to

worry --- I mean i won't have to worry about It

All right, Bess» All right I'll fix the floor

for you

Well, thank Heaven for that„

I'll do It the first chance I get tomrrrow

Oh, Jlra. I was afraid It was too good to be true

If you let It go 'till tomorrow, it may never get

donoo

I wouldn't say that, EeaSo Jerry will -

But, Jim, It's really serious. It's dangerous to

have those weak boards there where I work all the

time.

I nearly tore my heel off tonight when we were

washing the dishes, ^r. RobblnSo

MaJ'y almc^ fell down, Jlm„ Supposing she'd broken

her anklco
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I. JIMS

3 .
BESS?

3.

•i

.

6. JIMS

Q

^

BESS *

r, JIM;

8 .

9.

10. BESS;

II. JlM;

13, BESS;

13.

14. JIMS

16.

16. BESS;

17.

P

19.. JIMS

Zi .-ARY i

•:i.v

C& .
BE3b.

34.

36. JIM:

It's not as bad as that, Is It, Bess*^

Yes, it l8« What would everybody think If ^

through the floor and bro ke my leg because my

husband is too shiftless to do some repairs’

Well, I've got a plan, Bess

I don't want plans ^ want actlono

Hold on, nowo Hold on. I was going to say that I'd

get 311m to do the Job for you the first thing In

the mornlngn

Oh, goodness, Jim. He'd make an awful mess of It.

I'm not so good as a carpenter, myself c

Why, those bookshelves you built In the living room

are beautiful, Jim.

I had a hunch that was the wrong thing for me to do,

when ^ was workln' on 'em®

I'm very proud to tell peoole that my husband made

those borkoaseso ^ think
.

they ' re the finest I ever

sawo
, 'a'- ^

j
•

.

That sounds a lot like blarney to me, Bessc

Everybody who comes here remarks about the bookcases,

Mr. Robbins. I wish I had some like them for my booka

What’ You too, Mary’

Well, Jim, if you won't fix the floor, I eupnose I QML

do It myself.

Oood Idea, Bess. I'm all for It.
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Oh, <Jliii5 You're the noet exasperating person

(CHUCKLINO) It was your dlea, Beaa, Not mine..

Jim, I simply must have that floor flxed» It's

terrible to tryto work at the sink now

All right, Beeso As soon as I put this letter in an

envelope and address It to the secretary of the Barm

Bureau, 1*11 be out to do my duty^

Oh, Jim, thnt's sweet of you^ I knew you woul d all

the time* He Just has to be coaxed, l*^arya That's all

It take So

mvARY; It seems to work pretty well*

(FADING) We’ll be in the sitting room, Jim If yon

want anything

JlimS AJ.1 right, BesSo

10, MUSIC UP AND OUT

BESSj

ji %

MARY:

IP BESS:

MARY:

" BESS:

MARY:

What time Is It, Mary? I can’t see the clock without

breaking my neck*

Tt's almost nine- thirty, Mrs. Robbins.

Nine- thirty? Oh, dearo Jim hasn't fixed that floor

yet, It would only take him ten minutes If he'd

just do It.

Perhaps he thinks you'll forget he promised to do Itv

He ought to know me better than that by now

Oh, he 'll do It, Mrs, Robbins —
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14. BESS:

16. MAHY:

16. BESS:

17.

18. •

19. LARY8

20. BESSs

2i.
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•

23. ISOUND OF POUN

24. 4iiAHY:

26.

Page 11

Not If he gets started on something else In th'e

office^ there, he won’t —«I“ve got an Idea, ^**s.ry--'

What is it?

T’e only way In the world to get him to do it Is to

start to do it myselfo

Blit he told yoti to go ahead, when yen suggested that

He was only bluffing that time. '^ou Just watch me,

*»*aryr (FADINCJ) Let's go out In the kltoherio

CFADIN&) What are you going to do, Mrso Robbins?

(PAtilNG- IN) Here ”3 the tools, here on the table®

Can you hand me those nails on the cabinet?

Here they areo

Ibahk you, Wary®

Are you actually going to start to work on It^

I should say not. I’m only going to make noises

I’ll start prying un this old board first — I guess

this chisel is all right — (SOUND OP PRYIKO 30.ARD)

I don't hear any response®

Ha coT-fl-dn’t help but hear that. The office door

isn’t closed® =— Here, you take the hammer and pound

on it,

PINd*)

He isn't coming yeto

Att
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BESSs Perhaps this Isn't suoh a Bood Idea, after all.

a

.

Pound BOine more, ’Marv.

3. ^ SOUND OF POUNDINU AI'JD PRYINO)

4 . iylARY: Hows' thflt?

6. BESS; That ought to bring him. I hope I don't out off

6 a finger with this chisel

e

7. (MORE PRYINO AND OCCASIOiaiL POUNDIIitt, OONTIUUINa THROUOH FOLLOWINO;

8. dialogue)

9. JIMS (OFF) Bess*’ Bess^-

10. BESS: V STILL PRYING) Ibn't answer, l^ary. We've got to get

11. him to come out herco

12. JIM: (OFF) BESSS BESSS What are you doing?

13 BESS:
iifiTv Mavbe thet will bring

You pound some more, »ar/o

14 him out.

15. MAP.Y: I'll do my beet. But It may mead the lose of a finger

CO (HAMikERiNG)'

IV. BESS: Hit it harder. Make more nolsca

.8. J IM: (FADING IN) What are you trying to do, Bess?

SAWING AND iPRYING STOPS

..0 BESS; Just reoairlng the floor,

21. JIM; Hev that's my best chisel* '^ou can t pry boards

22. »lth that. lou'll spoil the edge.

to BESS2 Oh. I'm sorry, Jim'. I thought you *ere busy, so

Mary and I-—

^,6.

1

JIwi: Let me have that chisel - and the hammer and things.

I'll go right at It novf.
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BESS; If yon really want to —

JIM; Of course 1 do- 1*11 have this Job done In three

shakes of a lamb's tall<j

(HE STARTS KNOCKINa OUT BOARDS)

MUSIC UP AND OUT

ANNOUNCERS Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you every Friday

on the Farm and Home Program through the courtesy of

the National Broadcasting Company^ with the

9, cooperation of the United States Forest Service.

10

11. abS 4^25
1/23/39
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