
Watching the Skies of Central Europe. • • • 
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They ate l~god with odd namos 
••• liko •scope dope.• 

They live in sparsely popu14'tcd, 
temote regions of Central Europe. 

They spend their do.ys Md nights 
watdiin9 and waiting, watching and 
waiting. 

They sekiom have the luxuries of 
fancy b•so oxc:hangos, woU~stodl'.ed 
commissaries, large theatecs, com
munity centers, clubs, gymnasiums, 
bowling aJleys and other facilities 

t.-Jcon for granted by their brother 
airmen 8"igned to most loeation.t 
in Europo. 

They are the personnel who man 
the aircraft control a.tld w#.rnin.g 
oltment of 86th Air Division (De· 
fense). The radar not they operate 
provides survoiUo.nco of tho skies 
of Central Europe every minute of 
every day. 

Their radar stati<>ns aro widely 
separted, at places with names moat 

people novcr heard of. They a1e 
called LangoiicoPf. Giebelstadt, 
Fretsing1 Ooobrabe1g, 8 i"'cnfeld. 
Wassetlcupp.o Md Pruem. The 
no.mos of those places - even thoir 
numerical unit designations - may 
havo littlo moaning, but the long 
range and high precision ground 
radar equipment they opetato is 
indi.spensable lo lho air dofonso 
mission. 

Surveillance of the Central Euro· 
poa.n slcio• for unknown aircraft is 
the primary responsibility or this 
network or r\\da.r $la.lions. In addition 
tho system prcwides '- controUod 
environment for tho operation of aJI 
military aircraft and also exorcises 
control over tho southern a.it 
corridor to Bertin. 

Tho commander of Allied Secto' 
S (Sector Operationt Center) at 
l angerkoPf is tho l<ey d irector ol 
tho complex task of correlating air 
traffic data. Tho SOC i$ not only 
tho nerve center of 86th Air Oivi111ion, 
but also of NATO air defense in tho 
Oivi9ion's o.roa of responsibil ity. To 
perform the NATO air defense 
function, tho SOC is staffed with 
>Jr Force personnel of tho United 
St.ates and natfot'lal components ol 
4th Allied Tactical Air Force. 

In t1ddition to his manned inter· 
ceptor force, tho sector controller 
also ha.s under his tactical control 
the complemonlaty surface·to-air 
missilo force o f the 32d Artillory 
Brigado. U.S. Army. With Nike and 
Hawk missiles the 32d contribute-s 
an unmanned miu ilo forco to tho 
already potent interc.ept capability 
of Allied Soctor 3. 

Although the methods used to 
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conduct a mission vary due to 
weattiet, av• ilability of intorcoptors, 
location and speed of target and the 
international s itu.ation, tho following 
hypothetical intercept mission is 
relatively typict.L 

Tho Allied Soetor 3 commandcf 

AUIEO SECTOR 31SOC. - Col. Winton 
W. Marshall. commo11dor of Alli• d St<· 
lot Wfnsion SOC ot lOf\9•rltopf, is o 
commond pilot with mo,. t!Kin 7 /)OlJ 
tying h~rs. He served in Ponomo dur• 
;ng World Wor II ond commonded the 
33Sth fightor Sq, in Kor• o, whor• h• 
ftew 100 F"6 missioni, dfltfoying six 
o!Mi one holf Comrnunltt oircroft ond 
domo9in9 tt'9'•n. His dttorotions in
clud• th• Legion of Merit, Distin9utt.Md 
Flying Cros.s with two Ooli: l eof C1us· 
ten, Air Medol with two Oak Le-of Out• 
ton, Bron1e Sto.r, Silv•r Stor, Putple 
Heort ond the Chut19moo Medal with 
Gold Stor. Colonel ond Mis. Morsholl, 
the former Mildred Taylor of North 
Corolino, hovo two children. Jeffr•y 
ond Potri(io An"' 
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re ceives a report from 0nc of tho 
radar stations, of an unknown a ir· 
era~ cros•ing tho bordor in a 
westerly direefion. All known fl~ht 
plans are checked . Tho sector com· 
mandor is unablt to identify tho iiir· 
craft through fl ight plans or eloe· 

'
' 
~ .... ;' 

~,.,, · -
LT. COL EOWARO P. LANGE8ARTEL -
The Blril.enf.td Air Station, ~"" of the 
615lfl ACW Sq., it (Ommondtd by Col· 
onol Langebortel HJJ flrst mili tory o~ 
•ignm•nt wo• with the U.$. Army Engi
neer• in 1942. He • nffi..d pilot lroi.ning 
the tam• year o!Kt wo• commission•d 
i" 1943. H• •pent World War U in the 
Pocffic Theater ond took pa rt in the 
occupotioll of Jopon. Sul>Mq1.1tnt 01· 

sigllmentt were al Stewort AFB, N.Y.; 
the Philippines; Maxwell AFB, Alo.; and 
Morocco. He ho,s o deg'" in Pal1ticol 
$(itll(• and is o groduat. of the Com· 
MOnd and Stoff Sdlool. Sin<• 1961 he 
hoi command.ct the 615tb. Ant ot ''°""' 
ond aftff the mov• to Blrk.,.feld. Cot. 
onol Lon9obortel' s d•(orotiom includo 
the Air Modal witlt thrtt Oolt leaf 
C111sffrs; he hos ow, 6..200 ftyin9 hours.. 
He is morTied ond hos lour dlild,.n. 

tronic interrogation. Visual identity 
must be mMlo. 

To identify lho u111cnown aiircrtft 
visually, the soctor commander may 
divert an aircraft on a routine train· 
ing miu ion or ho may "scr11nble" 

(Continued on Page 6) 

LT. COL DENIS R. ROSE: - Command 
of th• 60'2d ACW Sq. ot Giebtlstocff 
wos oswmed by Colonel Ro~ in No
v•mber la1t year, following on assign· 
ment ot M<CS.llon AFB, Calif. 011ring 
World Wor II he wos stationed in Indio 
and Row m.ltsiOlll O\'•r the "h11mp .. in 
C.54s. Subuqwnt ouign.m•nls w•,.. in 
Gt"nlond; Ketty AFB, Tex.; Tvndoll 
AFB, Fto.i Hon.do AB in Jopo"• wt.er• 
ho portlcipotecf i.1t olr evocuot ion of 
Korean wounded: Greni• r AFB, N.H.i 
McGuir• AFB, NJ.; and Sotgon, SCKitfi 
VletnCHn, with tho Militory AcMJOry 
Assiitonc• Group. Colon.el Rose hos 
ovor 8,000 flying houn ond ff o 9rod· 
uote of tho Air ConlmOnd ond Stoff 
College. He is morTitd to lti• former 
Dor"n Morie Audel of Monchesfff, 
N.H., and tfl•y bo.,. two daughters, 
Erltl ond Donna. 
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(Cont.i~cd from Page S) 

a flight of the Oivision•g F·102s to 
make the inspection. The F~102s 
• tay on 24·hoor alert, ready for 
instant takeoff. When the klaxon 
sound$ thoy &re quiddy airborne. 

One of the Division's radar $la• 
tion' guides the F· 102s to the un· 
known alrc~ft. Oneo within rango 
the interceptor's intem.al r&d3r 
syttorn ~uiros tho unknown as a 
t&tget and makos a vi$ual idonlifi· 
eation pass. After the unknown air
craft has been indenti fiod any 
further action is at the discretion 
of tho soctor COmmander. 

In time of war, where positive 
identi fication o f a hostile airc.raft is 
cert~n, the rad~r and missilo 
cap.ability of the F·10'2 permit& the 
pilot to trade, fire on and destroy 

his target without •ctually seeing his 
a.dve/'UJY. 

Flight technology is a rapidly 
ovofvi:ng bu:Sincss and the Division 
strives constantly to update equip· 
ment OJ\d pr0<:ed1,1res. A program is 
now undeiway to inStall a semi· 
!Wtomtltic ground environment syg· 
tem, similar to the SAGE syston'l in 
the United States. When the system 
is completed NATO 1,1nif$ in t.he 
Central EUrope area will be tied 
together in a modem, flo>1ible1 com· 
!XltCri.tcd Cl.it dcfens.c net which will 
shave precioua $0Conds from re· 
action time. In estabfi6hing the new 
automatic sy&tom tho 86th ls work· 
in.g in close harmony with the Ger• 
man Air Force Md the other natio· 
naJ forces of 4th ATAF. 

In this all·tmportant pll/t of NATO 
Europe air defen.se must be kept 
abreQt of the changing times. 

Ajr defense is the Division's 
ptimary mis,sjon, but there aro also 
important tccondo.ry missions. By 
provid ing acont1olled evironment for 
tho opcn\tion of military aireraft, the 
combined efforts of the rad,_,. net 
.ind tho all-weathe1 F-102s have 
been credited with miny iircraft 
"c.avo•" in the past few years. A 
• save• is declared when a p!lot 
states he woukl have abandoned 
his aircraft if he h•d not received 
iasststance. 

Another of ttie Division's second
ary missions is control of the 
southern air corridor to Berlin. Con
trollers at Wasserkuppa guido both 
milrtary and clvUi-.n aitcraft through 
Eastetn Germany, providing the 
only f riendly voice in an otherwi&e 
hostile land. 

The e.ircraft control and wornin'g 
element of the 86th sterns from the 

LT. COL THOMAS W. BLACKBURN JR. LT. COL J AMES P. HOWARD - Th• LT. COL.JAMES R.GEARY JR.- Co lon•I 

- langerkop f, 1outhea.st of Ko;senta""' 
t•rn. it lfl• hOfM stc:rtion for both tho 
Allied S•ctor 3/Division $G(tor Oporo

tions Center and the 603d ACW Sq. Tho 
603d is commancfod by Co lol\C'I Black• 
bum . For the post 13 ycors he hos been 
assigned la USAF oit control and wont

ing duties. Colonel 8lodtb11m wos born 
ot S• Hridg:t f i•ld. Mich .• th• son of o 
U.S. Anny olficff w ho t1 now o r•ti,.d 
brigodHtr geMf'al. Ho is married and 
has fow chikJretl. 
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6041'h ACW Sq. a t f reiWng is command• 
• d by CololtOI Howard, who is o n tiis 
third overseas to11r in G•rmony. B• for• 
el'llitti~ in tho Army Air Corps in 1942 
h e ott• nct.d th• Univ•rsity of Arkom<K. 
ArkoAsos Potyt•chnicol Institute a nd 
Ariton'°' law College. He wos <ommis-
1ionod 01 a pilot in 19"62. Colonel How· 
ord porticipoted in the Bc-rlin Air Lifl, 
1ervod o tout at Athenoi Airport in 
G1'9ece, wo.s assigned to .se'l'ef'OI stofl 
positions al Hq. USAF ond has com·· 
monded o number o f a ircraft control 
and warning 1quodron1 pric» to his 
p tesent oslignmenl ot ffl.t 604th. 

Geory assymccf <OfMIOnd o f tM 616th 

ACW Sq. al Wos-..rlcupjM i:n Avgust 

1962. He <a~ to Wos~rkuppe from 

on 011ignment os the Air Defense Com· 

ma nd repr~nloliv$ IO t~ Bollistic 

Missif.e Early Wornin9 System (BMEWS) 

project, with duty sto tioits in New Yorlt 

Ci1y ond 01 Honscom Field, MosJ.. Col
onel Geo.ry is o commend pilot ond hi.s 

hom• town It Nyack. N.Y. Ht and Mrs. 
Geary ho~ two diildren. 
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501st Taclic•I Control Wing. In 
Novcmbor 1961 the 601tt and tho 
86th Fighter Interceptor Wlng were 
corrbi:no<I to form the present DI:.,.· 
•ton organiution. The units can 
true their ca.rly hittory b~ck lo 
July 5, 1942. when a group of special• 
isb from I.he New England Toio· 
phone end T elogniph Co. WO<O 
f0«mod into tho 556th S;gnal Air~ 
craft Warning Batta.llon. 

During World War II compani<it 
A, 8, C end 0 o! lhe - ~ 
through France and Bofo i..m SOl'l"o 
mcmbCr"I earned Combat lnfontry• 
man Badgot during tho Battle o f 
ll>o Bulo•-

The following unitt perlorm the 
riifemft eot'ltrol and warning mis.Ion 
of today1t 86th Ait O~vition (00· 
ftns-e): A.!Ji.t Sedor 3 ~the 803d 
ACW SQ at l~oil<ool and ll>o 

l r. COL JAMES E. HflNDON - Tti. 
cornmol'ldOr of 1t.. 606th ACW Set. ot 
OO<tbto~ i• a Ila.;" of StocktOI', 
Galif. CotoMil 1 a.. a4ot1 .,..., M Air 
F«ce tor....- os o ~01tt. 011ignecl 
01 on a e, Jol 9"'""cr, in World Wor II. 
He wos <ommitsioned o• o bombol'd~r 
ift 1....._ M<o- o rtt•klr off.cer M. 
1947 oM coraplttecl pUot lfoining la 
1950. He ho• c:ompfeted ftlot Squ<idtofl 
Officers Colin•~ 8oililt1C Mi11iSct Cow•• 
ond Col'ltlltond Ol'ld Stoff School by 
portiicipotiftt l.- IM AW U •i-reini.ty r!Oft

ret..,_l Pf09f0"'- Colo.el Herndon oM 
ht. wif•, Fci.,e, ho\-• IWO dciughter• o'"' 

ono '°"' 
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&15th ACW Sq. at Biril:onfeld, •II in 
the general fl.to~ of Ram&te in AB: 
the 602d ACW Sq, ot Giebclet•dt, 
nearWuenburg; tf\o 604th ACYJ Sq 
a1 Frehift9, near Munich; the OOGth 
ACW Sq, at Ooebrabtrg, near Hof; 

the 816th ACW Sq. a t Wasse.rkuppe, 
nea.t lho East G'11man botder In the 
vicinity ot Fulda; Oet. 0600, G03d 
AO.Y Sq., at PN•m on the Be~ 
bonier, and Oet. CXI01 , 603d ACW 
Sq. a.l Oro..c:fw:nbronn, France. 

DEFINITIONS 

alroraft control •nd waminQ: a 1ervice or activity in which oi:cto.ft 
aro dotoctod and trackod lft flight 1.t1d report.cl, followed by 
evWa.tion .net plotting of tha information obtained, wh.ch 

,nformation 11 then uttd In a. warnlno networtt and in th• 
control of fighter aircrafl, anliaircraft artillery, t.nd other com• 

bative foreOI. 

airenift controller. a perton who controlt, or 1s re.1ponsit>.'e for 
controlling, tho 1TtOVemcntt of o.lrcroft, including guidod 
ml11lles

1 
by means of radio communication or electronic 

dcvtc:os. 

ll. COL. flfO C. f AUm JI.. - The 

'"'°"" ,oc1., •••"°•· ofr.cioffy ..... 
nolM Oi Oet. 0600 60Sd ACW Sq,.. is 
commondtd by Ccdon•' Foup•l. He p1•· 
.tou1I., •erved a tow of duty Oft the °""" ;. the remote <Anodio11 w"' .. 
em Te1"ioty ofld h '"'hh third tovt le 
Germo1ty. Co~ foup91 K o noll•• of 
Brookl.,11, N.Y. ond m(l!ored in bu1ln••• 
odmi11l1tfoti0ft cit th. U11.ivenlty of Alo
bomo. Ke wat c~ °' e ,;-. 
i• lo-. 19" oad 14*11 "'• lo·tter port 
of World Wor II with 9tlder pilot OP4"' 
oliOlll in New Gulneo. Othor a11l9n· 
1Mft'1 were o.t Wolhl119tcin Air Deftft1• 
Sec:tcW eftd Hq. USAF .rith the Oirec• 
torote of PtrMHlMl Coloa.. fowpel 
ol\CI hh wife, G lorio Jud•, how on• 
do1,1ghter, 

MAJ. QiARLES L. FISK - As e:~mond.r 
of tiq, Sq., 86th Alt Divisiol'I (Dtf•n ... ), 
Moior Ada. is chofttd with the oclll'l•ms.
ttoriofll of p.nOlllnel -~ borh to 
Oi'fniM Heodq_...R o.d to 0... 0003. 
615th ACW Sq. (AOOC) ci.t Kindt.bod\. 
Prior lo hit ossf9t1mMI ol Ram1l•f" AB 
he wo• s.Nor Air fore. Achisor for tile 
8J1'tlh Air Fotce •e'M"f'f• a.co.ery 
Grot.lp, Seco1td Air FOfU •et..,,,• 
Region (CONAC), ot Sotlltl Cho1le11on, 
W, Vo. Ourln9 Wo1ld War II he R
a...251 In the S.Vrhwflt Po<ific. Major f- •" I.ts ....... .. *°"""" Hotriet 
W~ or. both from Eldond, Po. 
The1 hove fcwt childrel\, lllrff bo.,1 ond 
onrt 9i1I. 

7 


	p1
	p2
	p3
	p4

