Watching the Skies of Central Europe....

They are tagged with odd names
. like "scope dope.”

They live in sparsely populated,
remole regions of Central Europae.

They spend their days and nights
watching and waiting, watching and
waiting.

They saldom have the luxuries of
fancy base exchanges, well-stodked
commissaries, large theaters, com-
munity centers, clubs, gymnasiums,
bowling alleys and other facilities
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taken for granted by their brother
airmean assignéd to most locations
in Europe.

They are the personnel who man
the aircraft conlrel and waming
element of BEth Air Division (De-
fanse). The radar net they operate
provides surveillance of the skies
of Central Europe avery minuta of

evary day.

Their radar stations are widely
separted, at places with names most

Aircraft Gontrol

people never heard of. They are

called Langerkopf Giebelstadt,
Freising, Doebraberg, Birkenfeld,
YWasserkuppe and Pruem. The

names of these places — aven their
numerical unit designations — may
have little meaning, but the long
range and high precision ground
radar equipment they operafe is
indispensable to the air defense
mission.

Surveillance of the Central Euro-
pean skies for unknown aircraft is
the primary responsibility of this
network of radar stations. In addition
the system provides a controlled
environment for the operation of all
military aircraft and also exercizes
contrel owver the southern air
eorrider to Berlin,

The commander of Allied Soectar
3 (Sector Operations Center) at
Langerkopf is the key director of
the complex task of correlating air
traffic data. The SOC is not only
the nerve centar of B6th Air Division,
but also of MATO air defense in the
Divigion's area of responsibility. To
perform the NATO air defense
function, the SOC is staffed with
Air Force personnel of the United
States and nalional components of
dth Allied Tactical Air Force,

In addition to his manned inter-
ceplor force, the sector controller
also has under his tactical control
tha complementary surface-to-air
missile force of the 32d Adillery
Brigade, U5, Army, With Nike and
Hawk mizssiles the 32d coniributes
an unmanned missile force to the
already potent intercept capability
of Allied Sector 3.

Although the methods used to
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conduct & mission vary due o
waather, availability of intercepliors,
location and speed of target and the
international situation, the following
hypothetical intercept. mission is
relatively typical.

The Allied Saclor 3 commander

receives a report from one of the
radar stations, of an unknown air-
craft - crossing the border in a
weasterly direction;, All known flight
plans are checked. The sector com-
mander is unable to identify the air-
craft through flight plans or elec-

and Warning

tronic interrogation. Visual identity
must be mada,

To identify the unknown aircraft
visually, the sector commander may
divert an aircrait on a rouline frain-
ing mission or he may “scrambla”

(Conlinued on Page 6)

ALLIED SECTOR 350C. - Col. Winton
W. Marshall, commander of Allied Sec-
tor 3 Division S0C at Longerkopl, iz o
commaond pilot with more thon 7,000
Hﬁng houwrs, He served in Panoma dur-
ing Woarld War |l and commanded the
335th Fighter 5q. in Koreo, where he
Aew 100 F-B5 mi::iqn:, ﬂiﬂrﬁring X
and ene hall Communist aircrall and
domoging seven. His decorclions in-
clude the Legion of Merit, Distinguished
Flying Cross with two Ook Leof Clus-
ters, Air Medal with twe Oak Leaf Cluz-
ters, Bronze Star, Silver Star, Purple
Heort ond the Chungmoo Maedal with
Gaold Stor. Colonel and Mrs, Maorshall,
the former Mildred Toylor of Meorth
Corolina, have two children, Jelfrey
and Patricia Ann,
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LT. COL EDWARD P. LANGEBARTEL -
The Birkenfeld Air Stotion, home of the
&15th ACW 5g., is commanded by Cal-
onel Langebartel. His first military as-
signment wes with the US. Army Engi-
neers in 1942, He entered pilat iraining
the zome year ond wos commissioned
in 1943. He spent World Wer Il in the
Pacific Theoter ond hook part in the
occupolion of Jopon. Subsequent os-
sigaments were at Stewarl AFE, MN.Y,:
the Philippines; Moxwell AFB, Alo.; ond
Moracca. He has a degree in Political
Science and is @ graduate of the Com-
mand and Stoll School. Since 1951 he
has commonded the §15th, first ot Pruem
and after the move to Birkenfeld. Col-
onel Longebariel’s decorations include
the Air Meodal with three Ook Leof
Clusters; he has over 6,200 Rying hours,
He it married and has four children.

LT, COL DENIS B ROSE = Command
of the &02d ACW 35g. of Giabelstadt
way ayjumed by Colonel Rose in Mo-
vember lost year, following on ossign-
ment ot MeClellon AFB, Calif. During
Woarld Woar Il he wos stalioned in Indio
ond flow missions over the “hump” in
C-54s, Subsequent assi nls ware in
Greenlond; Kelly AFB, Tex; Tyndall
AFE, Fla.; Hanedo AB in Jopon, whore
he porticipated in air svacuation of
Korean wounded; Grenior AFB, M.H.;
McGuire AFB, N.).; and Saigon, South
Vietnom, with tha Military Adwvisory
Assistance Group, Colonel Rose has
over 8,000 fiying hours and is o grod-
uete of the Air Command ond Staff
College. He is moried te the former
Doreen Maorie Awdet of Monchesier,
MH, ond they hove two doughters,
Erin and Eli:mrl::r.



(Continued from Page 5)

a flight of the Division's F-102s to
make the inspection. The F-102s
stay on 2d-hour alert, ready for
instant takeoff. When the klaxon
sounds they are quickly airborme,

One of the Division's radar sta-
tions guides the F-1023 to the un-
known aircraft. Once within range
the interceptor's intermal radar
system acquires the unknown as a
targat and makes a visual identifi-
cation pass. After the unknown air-
craft has been indentified any
further action is at the discrefion
of the sector commander.,

In time of war, whers positive
identification of a hosfila aircraft is
cartain, the rmadar and missile
capability of tha F-102 permits the
pilot to track, fire on and destroy

LT. COL THOMAS W. BLACKBURN JR.
= Langerkopf, southeast of Kaherslau-
tern, is the home stotion for both the
Allied Seclor X'Division Seclor Oporo-
tions Center and the §03d ACW 5q. The
&03d is commonded by Colonel Black-
burn, For the post 13 years he hos been
assigned 1o USAF air control and wam-
ing duties, Calonel Blackburn wos borm
at Selfridge Field, Mich,, the son of o
U5, Army officer who is now a refired
brigadier generol. He is maorried ond
has four children.

6

his target without actually seeing his
adversary.

Flight technclogy is & rapidly
evolving business and the Divigion
slrives constantly to update equip-
ment and procedures. A program is
now underway to install a  semi-
automalic ground environment sys-
tem, similar to the SAGE system in
the United States. Whaon the system
is completed MATO units in the
Central Europa area will be tied
Iogather in & modem, flexible, com-
pulerized air defense net which will
shava precious seconds from re-
action time, In astablishing the new
automatic system the S6th is work-
ing in closa harmony with the Ger
man Air Force and the other natio-
nal forces of 4th ATAF,

In this all-important part of MATO
Europe air defense must be kepl
abreast of the changing times.

LT. COL JAMES P. HOWARD = The
804th ACW S5q. at Freising is command-
ed by Colanel Heword, whe i en his
third oversens tour in Germony. Before
enlisting in the Army Air Corps in 1942
ha attended the University of Arkansss,
Arkansas Polytechnicol Insfitute ond
Arkansas Law College. He was commis-
sioned a5 o pilat in 182, Colonel How-
ard participated in the Bedin Air Lify,
served o towr ol Athenol Arport in
Grosce, wos assigned 1o several stalf
positians al Hg. USAF and has com-
monded o number of oircroft control
and warning squadrons pror to his
present assignment af the S04k,

Air defense is the Division's
primary mission, but there are also
impardant secondary missions. By
providing a controlled avironmant for
the operation of military aircraft, the
combined efforts of the radar net
and the all-weathar F-1028 have
been credited with many aircralt
"gaves® in the past few years. A
"pave® iz declared when a pilot
shates he would have abandoned
his aircraft if he had not received
assistance,

Ancther of the Division's second-
ary migsions is control of the
southarn air corridor to Berlin. Con-
trollars at Wasserkuppe guide both
military and civilian aircraft through
Eastern Germany, providing the
only friendly voice in an otherwise
haatile land.

The aircraft control and warning
element of the 86th stems from the

LT. COL. JAMES R. GEARY JR. = Colonal
Geary ossumed command of the §16th
ACW S5g. af Wasmerkuppe in August
1962, He came to Wasserkuppe from
an assignment as the Air Delense Com-
mand represeniative to the Ballistic
Missile Eorly Worming System (BMEWS)
project, with duty statisns in New Yark
City and ot Hanscem Fisld, Moss. Col-
anel Geary is o commeond pilel and his
home tewn is Myads, M.Y. Ha and Mrs.
Geary hove two children.
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B01st Taclical Control Wing. In
November 1987 the BOVat and tho
86th Fighter Interceptor Wing were
combingd o form the present Divi-
sion organization. The units can
trace their early history back fo
July 5, 1942, when a group of special-
ists from the New England Tele-
phone and Telegmaph Co. weore
formed into the 565th Signal Air-
craft Waming Battalion,

During World War || companios
A B, C and D of the B65th spread
through France and Belgium. Somn
members eamed Combat Infantry-
man Badges during the Baltle of
the: Bulgo

Tha following unite perform the
aireraft contral and warning mission
of today's BSth Alr Divisien (De-
fansa): Allied Sector 3 and the 5034
ACW Sq. mt Langerkopl and the

LT. COL JAMES E. HERNDON - The
commander of the 606th ACW 5q. at
Dosbrabarg is o native of Stockion,
Force coreer as @ sergeant, avsigned
oy on oeriol gunner, in Weorld War 1l
Ha wos commissioned ar @ bombardier
in 1944, become o regulor officer in
1547 ond completed pilot troining in
1950, He hos completed the Squodron
Officers Course, Ballistic Missile Course
and Command and Stolf School by
porticipating in the Alr Uaiversity non-
resident progrom. Colonel Herndon and
his wile, Fays, have tweo doughters and
BNE B0,
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E15th ACW Sa. at Birkenfeld, all in
the genarnl area of Ramslein AB;
the 802d ACW Sq. ot Giebelstadl,
near Wuerzburg: the 604th ACW Sq
at Freiging, near Munich; the G0Gth
ACW Sq. at Doebrabarg, near Hof,

the 616th ACW Sq. al Wassarkuppe,
near the East Garman bordar in the
vicinity of Fulda; Det 0600, 603d
ACW Sg.. at Pruem on the Belgian
border; and Det. 0001, 603d ACW
Sq. at Drachenbronn, France.

bativa forcoa

davices,

DEFINITIONS

airoraft control and wamning: a sarvice or activity in which aircraft
aro detocted and tracked in flight and reported, followed by
svalualion and plotting of the information cbtained, which
information is then used in a waming network and in the
control of fighter aircralt, antiaircraft artillery, and othar com-

aireraft controller: a person who controls, or s responsible for
controfling, the movements of alreraft, including guided
missiles, by means of radic communication or elactronic

LT. COL FRED C. FAUPEL JR. - The
Pruem rodor siotion, officially deg-
noted os Det, 0500 803d ACW Sq., is
eommanded by Colanal Foupal, Ho pre-
viously served a tour of duty on the
Dawling in tha remote Canodion Wt
ern Territory and is on his third tour in
Gurmany, Colonel Faupel is a native of
Brooklyn, N.Y. ond majored in business
administration ol the University of Alo-
bama. Hs wos commuiionsd o o pshot
in lote 1944 ond spont! the lofer par
of Warld Wor Il with glider pilel opar-
atigns in Mow Guineo. Other assign-
ments were ot Wathington Air Delenie
Sector ond Hg USAF with the Direc-
toraie of Personnel. Colonel Foupel
and hiv wife, Gloria Jude, have one
dﬂﬂﬂl"""rl

MAL. CHARLES L. FISK - As commander
of Hg. $q., Béth Alr Division [Dalense),
Maijor Fisk is charged with the adminis-
ration of perioanel cisigned both to
Divrion Heodguarters and to Det. 0003,
&15th ACW 5q. (ADOC] at Kindsbadh.
Prigr fo his assignment ol Ramlein AB
he woi Senior Air Force Advisor lor the
g17%h Air Force Reserve Recovery
Group, Second Alr Force Reserve
Region [COMAC), ot South Charleston,
W. Va. During Warld War 1l he flaw
B-2% in the Souithwest Pacific. Major

They have four children, three boys ond
ofa glrL
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