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AFFIDAVIT

Before me the undersifned authority duly empoversd to take aclmowled-
gements, appeared Captain HERBZRT J. BLULCHEL, 0-206819, knovn to me to be
the person whose name is subscribed below, and having been by me first
duly sworn, did on oath without fear or compulsion, state as follows:

‘ This is an account of the events wbse%uent to and following the Ildl-
+1ling of A. PETER DEATY, Major, AC, 0-9219L7:

All events detailed herein transpired on ‘Yednesday, 26 September 1945,
.In accordance with arrangements previously made, }Major DEWEY was scheduled
to depart Saigon for Calcutta, India, and subsequently Kandy, Ceylon, via
ATC. A radio message had been received on the aftermnoon of 25 September
informing us of the expected arrival of an ATGC plane in Saigon at aporosxd-
mately 09:3o hours 26 September, Accordingly Llajor DWVEY made all necessary
"preparations to depart on that plane, and on the morning of 26 September I
drove him to the air-port in our Jeep, follovding the routa marked “A" on
the accompanying sketch. Wa departed 053 headquarters at approximately
09:0C and arrived at the air-port at apnroximately 09:10., There we con-
tacted Hajor FRANK H, RHOADS, AC, OwhOLB?‘), commanding ATC personnsl
- stationed in Saigon. He informed us he had not received news of the plazne
25 yeb, but expected it to arrive before noon. I then drove lajor DUEY
to the Continental Hatel, Saigon, following the route marked "BY on accom-
panying sketch, where we picked up his lugzage. Major DEUEY had at his
disposal a room in the Hotel where he conducted considerable 0S5 business,
and where he also kept considerable of his personal gquipment. We returmed
to the air-port following route “BM arriving at aporoximataly 10:30. At
about 11:00 HMajor DEEY discovered he had left his dog tags at the Hotel,
and I drove him to the Continental to recover sama. During the course of
tiils trip we were informed Captain JOSIPH R. COOLIDGE, AC, 0-85,932, a
member of the 035 Hission, had been brought in from Dalat in a rather
serious condition from wounds received in a fight with armed annamites.,
(5ce separate report for full details). Ve saw Capt. COCLIDGE at the
British 75th Field Ambulance Hospital, and after Major DWVEY had assured
himself that Capt. COOLIDGE vias receiving adequate medical attention, ve
rgtu;:ned to the air-port following route “B", arriving at approximately
12:15,

Buring the course of ithese trips between the air-port, 0SS headquarters,
and Saigon, we entountered several annamese constructed road blocks, loca-
tions of which are marked on accompanying sketch. At none of these road
blocks did we see displayed 2Ny arms or any annamese bearing ams. At all
road blocks encounteored, there were usually present 3 or Y annamese, but
in all instances these people were unarmed and offered no resistance to
our passing. This is varticularly true of the road block Ho., 1, which is
the point at which Hajor DEJEY was killed, and is also the yoad block
through which we passed on cur initial trip to the air-port at 09:00.

At that time we encountered no resistance of any lind, and passed through
the block without incident. As was usual, there were several®armed
annamesn loitering within the immediate vicinity, but no 2rms were observed
by either of us. This particular road block (No. 1} had been in existence
since Sunday, 23 September 1945, and all members of 033 had passed through
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it a great many times during the course of the week., At no time was any
resistance encountered by any 0S5 member.

It will be noted from the sketch map that route "A" is the shortest
route to the air-port from 055 headquarters, and for that reason wasz Tgl—
lowed considerably vhen any OS5 member travelled to or from the air-port,
even though it was a back road and in poer condition. Route UG, as
marked on the sketch map, is the most direct route to Saigon; however, it
passes through 2 thickly populated annamite village, and at various times
prior to Sunday 23 September, and at practically all times alfter tnat date,
the route was blocked by a series of at least 20 road blocks, and to by-pass
these caused a considerable loss of time. Therefore, it vas our custom to
take route "A" to the air-port, and from there route "BY" into Saigon, we

. having decided this to be the saftest and easiest route to follaw.

AL 12:25 Hajor DETEY decided we would have time to return to 055 head-
quarters for lunch, and arranged vith the ATG persennel that in event the
plans should arrive during our absence, its departure would be delayed
until Hajor DENEY had retumed to the field. Accordingly, we 1left the
air-port in the Jeep, and for the first time that day, liajor DE/EY was
driving. He was armed with a cal .45 Colt automatic phstol, and a eal .30
carbine, M~1. I was armed with ons cal .L5 Colt automatic pistol, includ-
ding 3 clips of ammmition totalling 21 rounds. Ve folloved route MAN,
and as we approached road block Wo. 1, I did not see or notice anything
ungsual. There vare several unarmed annamese loitering around as usual,
and nothing appeared to have been changed or altered since cur initial
irip at 09:00. From the accempanying skétch it will be noted that it was
a gtagperad block, necessitating an PS* maneuver on the part af the Jdeep
to nepotiate. The block itself was constructed of tree limbs and brush,
and in itself was not formidable in any sense of the word. However, it
vias necessary to slow down when passing through, and when the action took
place the Jeep was travelling approximately 8 miles per hour. This is an
estimate. :

Major DEVEY was talking to me about the unfortunate experience suf-
fered by Capt. COQLIDGE and he was quite upset about the incident. The
Jeep was in the position of traversing the curved portion of the "5 ang
thus was travelling at an angle to the main course of the road, At that
momend, a hidden light machine gun opened fire at point blank range.

The gun was mounted in the ditch on the East side of the road and had been
camouflaged vith brusk. &% the time the burst was fired, I vas loolding at
iajor DETEY to betiter hear what he was saying, and gaw oub of the corner
of my eye the position of the machine un as revealed by the firing.

The bullets struck Major DEVEY on the left side of the head slightly to
the rear near the left ear. I think ene bullet shot off a portion of his
lower jaw, although I'm not too certain of this. Blood gushed in all
directions, and I am certain Major DEWEY met instant death., Nons of the
bullets struck me, nor did any of them pierce the windshield that I
noticed. It is safe to assums that all shots fired entered Major DEUEY's
body. This occurred at approximately 12:30.

I certify that neither Hajor DE/SY nor myself did anything to provike
the incident, and that no warning vas given by the annamese prior to the
opening of fire. I do not know the type of machine gun, but will certify
thgt it vms an automatic weapon as was evident from the rate of fire heard
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The Jeep continued on its angle course, and upon reaching the ditch
on the West side of the road, rolled over on its ripht side.  The up-
turned chassis afforded me protection from subsequent Tiring of the machine
gun. Hajor DEJEY's body caught on the steering wieel and remained in the
Jeep., I did not have the time to examine the body carefully, but from the
external condition of the head and the amount of blood flowing from the
several wounds, I felt positive he was dead at that tims, and ill so cer-
tify. At no time after the shois were fired did he utier a sound, andeven
though I remained alongside the Jeap for a periocd of three or four minutes,
I did not chserve him to make a move of any kind. Before leaving the scene
of the killing, I took a last lock at the body to be certain that there was
nothing I could do for him.

At the point where the Jeep turned over is a thick hedge, being appro-
ximately 3 feet thick and 6 or 7 feet high. This afforded me protection
from the annamese across the road who were firing rifles in my directim.

I grabbed the carbine and attempted to shoot at several annamese who were
approaching me and firing fifles. Their route of aporeoach was aleng route
"D" as marked on the sketeh. The carbine jammed and I was forced to abanda n
it and depend on ny pistol. I was fortunate in inflieting three hits on the
annamess approaching along route ")", causing the remaining to take cover.

I noticed approximately 10, although I did not take Lime to count. Lookdng
through the hedge I noticed 10 or 15 annamites making their way south on the
road in the direction of the 035 headquarters, and realized they were
attempting to cut me off from rmy only line of retreat. I fired several
shots at ithem causing them to take cover. At this point I crawled under
the Jeep in order to take a last look at Major DEWEY's boly, and was satis—
fied T could do nothing for him and was certain he was dead, I then mak

my way down the hedge in the direction of the 058 headquarters, employing
fire and movement tactics. The hedge extends approximately 100 yards, and
the D55 house is approximately 500 yards from the scene of the initial
shooting. I reached the end of the hedge vithout being hit, and can cetify
that I did hit five of the pursuing annamese. The stretch of ground bor-
dering the West side of the road constituies the Saigen Golf Course. The
ground is level and flat, and the area from the end of the hedge to the

(55 headquarters is devoid of any cover that could be used as protection
from rifle fire. Since the purswing annamese were closing in on me I had
no choice but to make a run for it. This I did, during the course of which
a great fusillade of shots were fired at me but none found their target.

I reached 055 hfadquarters and immediately alerted all personnel to defend
against the expected anmamese attack. During the action just described I
had expended 18 of my 21 rounds of ammumition, ‘

Present in the 055 headquarters at the time of my arrival, which was
2t approximately 12:45, were the following: ‘
- Capt, FRAWK M. VHITE, Inf., 0-1017547

T/E GRORGE WICKES, DFML, 32938637 '

Major FRAWCOIS VEHGER, French Army, attached to L Group, Saigon

: Contro} Commissicn.

lir. JAMES MeCLINCY, American War Correspondent

Mr, WILLIAM DOWNS, " " "
The last three persons listed had been invited to lunch by Capt, WHITE.
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. These I placed at strategic places in and argund tiie house and or-—
dered thom to fire at any armed annamese they saw firing at or approaching
the house. I roamed from point to point in the house and assisted in
stopping the attack of the annamese. Our armd consisted of five cal .30
carbines, ¥-l, and assorted pistols including three cal. 32'g, three

cal. 30's, and five cal. LS automatics.

For the next 20 or 30 minutes firing was brisk, and we inflicted mny
hits on the armamese vho had deployed themselves on the golf ‘course which
extends to the front of the headquarters. T would estimate the attaclkdng
force to number approximately 50. the golf course having become untenable,
the annamese moved to the North, East and South sldes of the house firing
-from under the cover of the heavy bushes and hedges that surround tie house.
From this time on firing was very intermitant.

At approximately 13:30, lst Lt. L#SLIZ 5. FROST, SC, 0~550711, and

?nd Lt. HERBERT W, VARNER, MP, 0-1799401, both members 035, appeared on
the scene, haing driwen to the house from the air-port following route "AW
Ses accompanying reports submitted by both officers. They were accommanied
byt Sgt. GERALD E, BOHN 37319392, Pvt. LYMAN C. HANNA 31334086, merbers of
the ATC detachment stationed in S3jigon. All were extremely fortunate in
reaching the headguarters without being fired on since they had to traverse
the road block at which Major DE7EY was killed. Fortunately they arrived
during a lull in the shooting. Doth officers reported the Jeep to be in
the position as when I left it. Lt. VARIER took up a defensive position.
. Lt. FROST being our radio operator, 1 ordered to inmediately contact our

. hsadquarters at Kandy, Ceylon. Tnis he subsequantly did, and I kepi them
informed of what was transpiring. Our telephone lines had been cut so I
radioed to Kandy asking them to contact the British radio station at the
Gardens, with the request that they in turn contact the Contrel Commiszsion
in Saigon and notify them of our position. I later learned that this had
been accomplished, although viord had already reached British Headquarters
in a manner which will be subsequantly described.

At approximately 13:15 a machine gun opened fire from our right front
“and it is presumed that this was the same gun that killed iiajor DiISY.
Although the gun fired seversl bursts,no hits were sustained. This vas
the only time the gun fired, and since it was not seen after the cessation
of hostilities, it iz presumed it was removed to a hidden place for safa
keeping. At approximately 13:35 T ordered Cept.VHILTE Yo place the dJapa-—
nese guards ab strategic places in and around the house. There were 9 in
2ll, and their primary duty had been to gnard the house on a 2h-hour sche~
dule, This Capt. WIITE did to my satisfaction, although I mast report the
" Japanese did not take any part in the fighting until approximately 15:10
vhen one Japanese, who had been stationed on the roof, fired 2 shots into.
a thick clump of bushes boarding the house on the Horth side.

By 15:00 firing had ceased and the annand.tes had been forced to re-
tire because of the accuracy of our fire. AL aboub 15:10 they raised a
Red Cross flag and approached the goli course te our front to evacuagte
their dead and wounded. At this point Capt. GOSLIN, British Army, walked
into our house, having come from his quarters about 150 yards to the South.
He had heard the firing but ves not avare we had been attacked. At this
moment the two war correapondentsy HeCLLWCY and DGURIS, asked permission
to proceed to the air-port in order to notify British Headguarters of our
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situation and to request aid, There is on the golf course a concrete
drainage ditch, L feet wide and 5 {eet desp which tempinates in the
vicinity of the air-port. Se= accompanying sketch. I granted them per-
mission to go and inastructed them to procced down this diich which would
give them good protection in case they were attacked. A visual recon-
naissance irem the roof of our house revealed that there vere no annamites
visible along the lié'ne of their route, and they took off. Tney had with
them two Cal, BB & 3% and 100 rounds of ammunition. 'They subsequently
reached the air-port vrithout incident and contacted Major RHCADS who in
tum notified British Headquarters. For details of subsequent events,
see report as submitted by Major RHOADS, attached.

At about 15310, a truck filled with Japanese working varty was ob-
served passing dovm the road North in front of the house. Capt. WIITE
requasted permission to stop them and have them accompany him to recover
the body of lajor DEWEY. This permission I granted after ascertaining
that the area around our headquarters was comparatively safe and free of
armed amnamites. For details of this mission see report attached as
vritten by Capt. WHLTE. ’ .

I remalned at headquarters during all this time in order te maintain
cormand of the situation and to maintajn eontrol of the radio contact
which had been established with our headquarters in Kandy, Ceylon. I kept |
our headquartsrs fully informed of all events as they ocecurred. I vias
informed of the negotiations for the recovery of Major DEAEY's body and
subsequent results, and upon the arrival of the troop of Gurkhas, I imme-
diately ordored all persannel to gather their personal belongings and to
prepare to evacuate the house, since the arez could not be adequately
defended against a night attack with our limited perscrnel. We had only
one truck available, and this we loaded to the limit with the more impor-
tant items, including the radio equipment.

We departed 055 house at approximately 17:15 under escort of a portion
of the Curiha troop. Before leaving I instructed the Japanese guard to
maintain their guard posts. We arrived at the Hotel Continental at 17:40,
whera we establithed ourselves in suitable quarters.

At 18:00 I paid a visit to Colonel GEDILLE and infeormed hin of the
events just described, and appraised him of the facts concerning iajor
DEEY's body. He persondlly wmnt to see Gen, GRACEY and word reacied ne
shortly thereafier that they had persenally ordered all forees under their
command to conduct a complete search for his body.

I cannot Speak too highly of the cersomnel present during the above
deseribed action. My orders were carried out explicitly and accurately,
and a1l reflected the true spirit and training of the U, 5. Army. Captain

CYHITE and T/5 WICKES are especially to be commended: Capt. WIHITE for the
way din vhich he executed my several orders to him, and for his ¢ourage in
volunteering for the task of proceeding down the road to recover the body



201

of Hajor DEWEY, he having volunteered in spite of the fact that a consi-
derable number of armed annaness were still sithin the immediate vicinity.
7/5 GiORCE ¥WICKES for the personal courege displayed in meeting the ini-
tial onslaught of the attacking force, and for his subsequent actions

and extreme cooperation during the balance of the action.

It is the spirit and courage of such men that have made the United
States Army the formidable striking foreco that it is to-day.

A

. {OITH I
Capt., GAC.
0-206819.

Further affiant sayeth not, wherefore witness my hand
office this 13@\ " doy of  (QcXoRier 1945,

B - . !
‘éai%m,ﬁmmdk Pndo - o

Signature - Hota—ubee

— MWaoy o, RO
Witnesses;— . Qasd Q&-\Jc»&

Ra 0SS (BT

1)

2)
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AFFIDAVIT

Before me the undersigned aunthority duly empowered to take acknowledge—
-ments, appeared Captain FRANK M. WHITE Jr., 0-1017547, known to me to be
: the person whose name is subscribed below, and having been by me first
; duly sworn, did on ocath without fear or compulsion, state as follows:

- * After having obtained proper clearance from the Mission Zxecutive
.‘_folcer, I invited three persons to our headquarters for luncheson. They
were Major FRANCGOIS VEAGER, a French officer attached to the Allied Contral
~ Commission, Kr. JAMES McCLINCY and Mr. WILLIAM DOWNS, both Amerlcan war
l correspondenta. I picked them up at the Continental Hotel st 12115 ond
;| we proceeded lmmediately to tho headquartors heuse via ltuo Panl NManchy.
[ We progressed without incident through numerous road blocks until woe
 reached the turnabout labeled Point 2 {Soce atbachoed skatch). Thore wo
i heard general firing in the immediate vicinity and wo notod govoral burn-—
'ing buildings. We vore told by an officer of the Britich Army who '
approached our car that the trouble was not serlous. and that the Ourkha
troops with him had the situation in hand. ’

: The repaining mile of the trip from the turnabout to the 0S5 headquar-
_ters was mads without incident.

Almost immediately after arriving at the house we began to hear rifie
.- fire. We stepped to the front porch in an effort to locate the riflemen
' or their tarpget. MNone of us had any idea at the tims that we ourselves
were probably the intended targets.

After a few rounds had struck near and around the houss, I went to
the second Tloor, entered the armd room and broke out all the carbines we had.
I gave one to Lt. WICKS who vas in the building st our arrival; a second
* to Major VIRGIR; the third to hr. DOYNS and T kept the last plece for myaeIf.

: Only & matter of minutes later Capt. BLUECHEL was sighted coming in
through the front gate of the house. As he was covered vwith blood and
stumbling from exhaustion I rushed to the lavn to meet him. THC-5 WICKS
wag With me. Taa others remained in the house. Capt. BLUGCHEL told us
that Kajor DEILY had been killed in an ambush several hundred yards up
the road (Point A) and that he had had -to fight his vay back to the house
to save his own life, le ordered us to defend ourselves and the house
‘against the impending attack. The time, although I do not remember re-
ferring to my watch, mist have been about 12:50. -

After hearing Capt. BLUZCHIL's neirs, WICKS and I saw four annamites
rushing towards the house from across the golf course. They were armed.
WICKS and I commenced fire almost simltaneously. Three of them dropped
tut the fourth got away, although we believe ve hit him.

Dy this time Major VHRGER joined WICKS and I in the yard., We fired
at whatever targets presented themselves. Ten minutes or so later we
retired to the house itself which afforded better wision. 1In the mean-~
time, the three Japanese guards who were on duty when Hajor HLUEGCHEL

——returned to the houss, stayed at their posts but took no active part in
the actien. ot )
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After regaining the house the entire group disposed themselves at
vantage points on the second floor and the roof under direction of Capt.
BLUECHEL. Our firing was brisk at this time Z there being no scarcity
of targets. The annamites were deployed generally in groups of from g
to 10 per group, several of vhich could be seen in the golf course off
to our right front. Later, probably becanse of the effective fire being
‘delivered from the house, they began to leave their positions in the golf
'course and appeared to be attempting to flank the north side of our housa.
This route of approach would have afforded them mch better cover.

Shortly before 13:30 Capt. BLUECHEL instructed me to redispose the
+Japanese guards. By this time the original three who were at the front
gate when hostilities began had increased to six, the new arrivals pre-
‘sumably having come out of the guard house when it became evident to
‘those there that the main house mas being attacked.

; I stationed four of the six on the flanks and rear of the heuse
‘where they would be in a beiter position to deal with attacka from those
quarters., One of the Japs was kept in the house with us as reserve and,
in the event the outside Japs turned on us, for possible use as a hostage.

_ Fire at this junction was intermittent. At about 13:30 a truck
towing a passenger car appreached the houge from the North. We recog-
nized the passengers as Lts. VARNER and Frost of our own detachment with
o enlisted men of the Air Transport Command. We were naturally sur-~
prised to see them as they had had to come through the road block at
which Major DEWEY was ambushed.

At 15110 the annamites raised a Red Cross flag in the golf course
across the road, After a conference it was decided to take advantage
in the halt in hostilities to send out for aid. DOWNS and MeCLINCY, the
two war correspondentsm volunteered to cwoss the golf course. They were
instructed by Capt. BLUECHEL to keep well to the Sputh of the area held
by the amnamites, and make for the air-field whers they would be able to
notify British headquarters by telephone of our situation. This they did.
Distance to the air-field being approximately 1% to 2 miles.

{ithin another 10 minutes we sighted a 3-ton Jap truck proceeding
South on the road. It was carrying a paify of unarmed Japanese sailors.
T asked Major BLUECHEL for permission to commandeer the truck and use it
in sn effort to recover Major DEWEY's body. Permission was grantedy and,
- accompanied by Eajor VIRGER, we ordered the truck to turn around and take
us to the site of the killing.

After considerable argument with the Jap NCO nho either coulda't
understand my orders or was reluctant to returm up the road, we forced
the Japs to drive us to the barricade., We dismounted and searched
around the barricade but discovered that both the Major's body and his
Jeep had been carried away. .

As VEROER and I were deciding on our next move we noticed further
up the reoad a group of Annamites displaying a Red Cross flag. As we were
on an errand of mercy ourselves we determined to try and Stop the annamite



294

aid party and obtain their assistance in recovering the ¥ajor's body.
This we did and just as ve made contact with the annamites we ourselves
were joined by lajor FIANK RHQADS, USAAF., In his jeep lajor RHGADS had
with him a Sanitary Corps iajor, one enlisted man of his ATC detachment,
and MeCLINCY and DOWNS, all of whom he had met at the air-field. _

We approached the annmmite first aid party in a group. HMajor VERGER
“was holding up a carbine with a white handkerchief tied to it. In French
I explained to an annamite in charge what I wanted. He told us he would
. summon the annamite field commander and we agreed on a truce for this
. PUrpose. .

; During the intermission vhile ve waited for the arrival of the
‘annamite leader we had a chance to look about and tuke stoclk of the

| gituation. We vere able to detect the presence of a considerable group
‘of armed annamites who were under partial cover in the area. We vere
not, however, able to see any evidence of the machine gun which dlled
Major DEWEY and which later had been employed against the house.

Within a few minutes the Red Cross man returned with the man who was
presented to us as the chief of the annamite field force. He was. betsreen
thirty and thirty-{ive years old and wore military boots and breaches,

He spoke fair French but no English. GConversation with him was difficult
inasmch as he was in a state of excltement verglng on hysteria.

Irmediately we explained to him that we were Amsricans and that we
had come secking the body of Major DEFEZY. At first he said he kmew no-
thing of any body but at our insistence he was able to remember an
nincident" in which a Colenel had been killed at the barricade.

It vas difficult all along to make much sense out of this man, but
in the cgurse of the parley we had admissions that his men had shot
Colonel DENEY and that they had fired on our house. However, throughout
he stoutdy maintained that had he knowm that the Golonel was an American,
he would never have alloved the shots fired. He had attacked the house,
Le said, because he believed that both French and British officers lived
there,even though only an American flag was {low, and because we had
killed so many of his men. During the course of the fighting he said we
had killed eight annamites. He did not mention the number of wounded he
had suffered.

We tried to come immediately to the point but only after some little
time were we able to make any arrangements for the recovery of the body.
We finally reached the following terms: we trould allow him to recover
three of his dead from the golf course immediately in front of the 053
house in exchanga for which he would produce the body of Colonel DEWEY.
Ve permitted his men to use Major RHOADS! jeep for this purpose.

In the meantims our negotiations vere hindered by the two war corres~
pondents, DOWNS and MeGLINCY, who had returned with Major RHOADS. The
correspondents kept plying the annamite leader with questions which
provoked frem him lengthy and impassioned speeches on the indignities
suffered by the Viet-liinh from the French., He also attacked the British
at length, charging that the British, too, desired to "domlnate" the .
annamite people. )
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iithin another 10 minutes the jeep had returned from the golf course
with the three annamite dead laid across the hood. We noticed that the
equipment on them, including cariridge boxes and canteens was Japanese,
Our part of the bargain fuifilled, the annamite chief and a detail vms-
about to depart to bring the Colonel's body to us. ihether he would have
eventually carried out his pledge is impossible to say.

At the moment of his departure firing broke out anew, this time coming
from the vicinity of Point 2, We were zble to see irmmadiately that the
~ shooting was coming from a party of Gurihas (1ater identified as twa pla-
" toons of the 31lst Gurkha R:.i'les:Sv They were coming &p the road towards us
. and were astompeding a large number of non-combattant annamites ahead of them.

. Gur position then - being in annamite hands with Gurkhas coming towards
. us ~ began to become awkward., This situation was further complicated by the
. two war correspondents. Apparently being unfamiliar with the disposition &
Gurkha trooos dunng combat, the two correspondents attempted to halt the

. oncoming t.roaps in order to spara the non—conmbattant annamites caught be-
tween the lines.

on agreemen‘t. vwith Major BHOADS I broke off my negotiations with the
annamites in an effort to try and prevent trouble between DOWNS and HeCLINCY
and the British Major commanding the Gurihas., I was unsuccessful. The
correspondents demanded that the Gurkhas retire while the civilians were
cleared from the area. The Major refused. He told them his orders vere to
restore order "by the use of maximum foree® and that was what he intend ed
to do. Tne correspondents charged him with being a "murderer" if he con-~
tinued. I finally managed to convince the correspondenta that they were
wasting their ¢vm and everyone else's time and they returned 1o 053 hea d-
quarters with me. Upon my return to the houss I reported briefly what had
happened to Capt. BLUECHEL. At approximately 17:00 we evacuat.ed. the 058
headquarters, moving to the Continental Hotel.

TR 34 &
Capt, Inf.,
0-10175L7

Further affiant, sayeth not, wherefore witngss my hand aad-ese&.—of-
cfﬁ&»—vv 1945,

offgee this_ '\3 22} - day of

Hymeommission——eierres

Witnessesi-

1)

Ho 0ss BT

2)
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. © BTHATEGIC SERVICES IRIIT
) VAR DEPARTZENT
AP0 432

25 Ogtobar 1945

A -
! \DJF
7 zroeadmuit

SUBJECT: Investigation of Death of Hajor Peter Dewey

TO ¢ STRATEGZIC SERVICES COFFICER, IBT

1, The investipation of the death of llajor Dewey and the
‘alfidavlits secured pertinent thereto by Captain Bluechsel have beon
reviawed by the updersigned and are beiileved to constitute a very
thorough and workman-like job. The reports are relatively dispas-
sionate and under tho circumstances reflect as clese an approximation
of the truth as would be possible. In any case, Captain DBluechel is
obviously the most informed and logical source of informaticn.

. 2. From my own observation and study, the general situa-
“tion in Saigon reflects an intense desire on the part of the Annanese
for independence and therough hatred by them of the French and any
other white people wha happen to be in any way supporting or sympathiz-
ing with the French. It is true that they may be relatively wmore
favorably disposed toward the Americans, but it should be borne in
mind that the average Annamese thinks in torms of ™white peopls,
and makes very little distinction between Zurapean and American, The
hatred of the Annamese for the French has been brought about by the
not too enlightencd poiicy of the French, which has been to exploit
the Annamese to the prentest dogree pessible and treat them more or
less with contampt. To my observation, the French made a lot of mency
out of the Japanese occupation and are most anxious to have soneone
control the Amnamesc., The Annarese neturally greatly resent the Bri-
tigh protaction of Trench interests and dnasnuch as the jmerican
military in Jaigon regularly attend British stalf meetings, it is
‘gquite likely that the Annamsse infer that the Unlted States tacitly
approved the British policy.

3, The ovort Lritish attitude is to disarm the Japanese,
send them home, and get out as seon as possible. If in actual fact
this 1o done, it ig doubted if the French will be able to control the
situation.

L. With speeific reference to the death of Hajor Dewey, in
my judgment there is no nuestien but that he was killed by the Anna-
. mose, and it is highly unlikely that the Annamese had any idea of his
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identity at the time he was shot. There is some question in my
mind as to whether it would have made a great deal of difference
had he been flying an American flag. The road block and the machine
gun emplacement appear to have been arranged with the intention of
ghooting at the next white ian that came by. It is possible even
that ths objective was to secure a jeep and such arms and ammunition
: as mlzht be in the jegp. On the other hand, it is clear that there
was ho possible way for the Annacese to distinguish the cccupants of
the jeep from French other than that it is the British and Americans
who drive joeps in the 3aigom area.

5. It appears that General Gracey is not well suited to

" his assigonment. lie seems to have adopted a notably bull-like atti-

. tude toward the Annamese calculating that this would cow them. In
the light of later experience, he should have realized that in their
overly emotional state, they would react violently towards his bluffs.
It also is apparent that he had no need te bluff, but could have
waited until adequate forces were ab his disposal. Iiis blunderings
with the French POW's was most il! advised, and there is substantial
reason for believing that his mishandling of his ovn assignument was
the greatest single immediatc contribution to the intensification of
Annamese animosity toward all whites in Saicon, and thus indirectly
contributed toward Major Dewey's death. Further, it is apparent that
in issuing his orders that mo flags would be f{lewn by anyone other
than himself, he wa3 thinking too much in teras of his owm perzonal
prestige rather than in terns of the safety of his own and American.
ofTicers. . ‘ ’

6. There is no way of securing any Jdirect cerroboration
or denial of the Dritish statement that Hajor Dewey told Lt, Colonel
Cass he was "sabisfied witn the safety of his gstablishment.™ It -is
obvious, however, that the 2ritish were completely satisfied with
even lzss protection at ISLD lig acrosa and down the road from the 035
Hq, and only in the tight of later developrents would the issue take
on impertance. Gracey very probably grossly underestimated the danger.

7. It seems appropriate to mention here that Captain Dlue-
chel was deoing an outstanding intelligence job in 3aigon. There was
almost a constant flow ol visitors to hiz quarters, including top
ranking Japanese, Dritish and Irench officials, many French civilians
of importance, and ha was alsc, until General Gracey made the aitna-
Lion too difficult, in touch with leading Annamesec. with regard to
these last, hawever, it is apparent that the political leaders of
the Annameso were unahle to conirol them and conseguently scant re-
liance should be placed on their commitments. Also Captaln Fluechel
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i3 most deserving of comiendation for the typo of leadership he
displayed. It was obvious that he contnanded the respect and confi-
dence of those serving uader him, as well as the officers with whon
ha conducted liaison activities. -

8. ‘As a further gratuitous commont, it is unlikely in my
opifion that military persormel will in the futwre be 1n a pesition
_ to secure much valuable intelligenco from French Indo-China. As zoon
" as the situation reaches a point where elements of danger are in con-
* trol, they should be replaced by civilian personnal operating under *°
| the cover of newspaper correspondents or others having legitimate
{ business in the area, . :

3

F. M. SUALL
liajor ,AGD

{Dictated but not read.)
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