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Israeli programmer, lapsed classicist, digital librarian, 
and free software, free culture, and free knowledge 

activist

Pleased to meet you!

Wikimedia
● Volunteer Wikipedia editor 

since 2001
● Working at Wikimedia 

Foundation since 2011
● Grant-making and capacity 

development of emerging 
Wikimedia communities

Libraries
● Founder of Hebrew digital 

library Project Ben-Yehuda, 
est. 1999.

● Digitized ~ 23 thousand 
Hebrew works, public 
domain and by-permission.

● Active in integrating 
Libraries and Linked Data.



Wiki-what?



Wikipedia
The free encyclopedia we 
all use. (since when?)

Useful editions available 
in about 100 languages. 
(And about 200 more in 
earlier stages.)

Over 20 million articles 
total. Over 6 million Eng.



The Wikimedia Vision

Imagine a world in which every 
single human being can freely 
share in the sum of all knowledge. 
That's our commitment.



So there are sister projects!
Free digital editions of thousands of public 
domain works are collected in Wikisource.

64 million free media objects (photos, videos, 
music) are collected in Wikimedia Commons

Structured [meta-]data about 90 million things 
collected in machine-queryable Wikidata.



Together, they are Wikimedia
Wikimedia is the family of free knowledge, culture, and 
media projects.

Wikimedia is also the movement of volunteers and 
organizations supporting this cause.

The Wikimedia Foundation raises donations, pays the bills, 
employs core engineering team, legal support, etc.

About 180 local affiliates are groups of Wikimedians who 
speak the local language and are ready to partner with you!



Who does all this?

Volunteers!

About 80 thousand regularly active volunteers 
around the world.

And many more casual contributors.



CC-by-sa 4.0 by Jason Krüger for 
Wikimedia Deutschland e.V.



But who are they?

They are folks like you and me!

Students, professors, professionals, teenagers, 
retirees...

...and quite a few librarians!



Wikimedia and 
Libraries are 

natural partners



We pursue the same goals,
For the same reasons

To serve the same public...
...in different methods.



Different methods?
Libraries (traditionally!) curate and store knowledge in the 
original publications it was published in; it is up to the 
library patrons (perhaps with librarian help) to do any 
synthesis, check for up-to-dateness, etc.  

Wikipedia offers (ideally) up-to-date syntheses of multiple 
reliable sources, yielding a single general narrative about 
various aspects of the topic.  Wikipedia also refers readers 
to further reading, much of it not online, i.e. in libraries!



...









Wikipedia 
absolutely depends on 

reliable sources!



You already know
Wikipedia, 

so a quick demo of 
Wikidata:



Pop quiz: who is the most 
famous(*) Romanian?

* Let's take "has articles about them in Wikipedia in the largest number of languages" 
as a proxy measure of "famous".



* Play with this query yourself: https://w.wiki/c$o

Famous Romanians according to Wikidata

More on Wikidata (7-minute version): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24DOvuZWaD0
More on Wikidata (3-hour version): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVrAx3AmUvA

https://w.wiki/c$o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24DOvuZWaD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVrAx3AmUvA


Pop quiz: where were Polish 
members of Senate and 

Sejm educated?





Play with this query: https://w.wiki/d2w

https://w.wiki/d2w


Play with this query: https://w.wiki/d2w

https://w.wiki/d2w


Pop quiz: who are some 
Ukrainian politicians whose 

fathers were also 
politicians?



Play with this query: https://w.wiki/d32

https://w.wiki/d32


This is fun, but what does it 
have to do with libraries?



All this magic depends on 
structured data.

You know, like MARC and 
other kinds of meta-data!



Again:
We pursue the same goals,

For the same reasons
To serve the same public...

...in different methods.



Wikimedia is a natural partner 
to libraries as they evolve from 

serving consumers to 
encouraging makers, from 

observers to participants, etc.



So what can Wikimedia 
volunteers and libraries do 

together?



Opportunities for 
Collaboration



Opportunities for collaboration
1. Partner with your local Wikimedia community 
(or start one!)
2. Host Wikimedia events
3. Teach information literacy using Wikimedia
4. Contribute directly to the wikis 
5. Provide an online reference desk for 
Wikimedians



Partner with local Wikimedians
Chances are good that there is a lively 
Wikimedia community around you.  Invite 
them to the library for coffee and a chat! 

This general equation really works well:
Library resources + volunteer energy and 
initiatives = great projects 

Email asaf@wikimedia.org 
if you need help connecting 
with your local community.



Partner with local Wikimedians

Engaging your local Wikimedia community in a 
long-term dialogue will open the way for ideas 
and initiatives to be born.

Creating this relationship will make pursuing 
the following recommendations easier.



Special Collections 
Tour for Wikimedia 
volunteers at the 
National Library of 
Israel, 2012.

Photo by Deror_avi / 
CC BY-SA 3.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


What if there's no community?
If there's no truly local Wikimedia volunteers in 
your vicinity, you can help seed a local 
volunteer community!  We can connect you 
with volunteers elsewhere in the country or the 
world, offer curriculum, do distance-training, 
to help you train and gather a new 
free-knowledge volunteer community centered 
on your library! Email asaf@wikimedia.org 

if you need help starting a 
local community.



Host Wikimedia events
Libraries are perfectly positioned to host events 
related to Wikimedia's Vision of free knowledge for 
all.

These events can range from trainings and 
workshops, through free-culture performances, to 
lectures and discussions on a variety of topics.



Focus on Information Literacy
● Information literacy is a crucial 21st-century skill
● The Wikimedia ecosystem, both as 

readers/consumers and as participants and 
co-curators, offers an excellent real-world context 
for teaching information literacy and critical 
thinking, and dynamics of discourse and debate, 
as well as valuable lessons on knowledge 
production and what is truth.



Trainings and Workshops
● How to make the most of Wikipedia

○ Teaching information literacy (assessing sources, 
detecting bias, evaluating tone, ...)

○ Demonstrating less-known features of Wikipedia 
(categories, talk pages, history, ...)

● Basic Wikipedia editing workshop
○ How to edit articles; focusing on principles, not 

technique.
○ Wikipedia's approach to controversy.



Wiki 
Marathon 
editing event 
at the 
National 
University 
Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy 
Library, 
Ukraine, 
2018.

Photo by 
Aniskov CC 
BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Workshops with an Agenda
● Editing get-togethers (including or after a basic 

editing workshop) focused on addressing a 
content gap or a participation gap
○ E.g. improving coverage of women scientists; 

people of color; national minorities; etc.
● ...or on local history, local notable people
● ...or on curation of existing materials (media into 

articles, articles into categories, inter-linking, ...)
(systemic bias; recentism; 
copyright-induced outdatedness)



Black Lives 
Matter 
editing event 
at the New 
York Public 
Library 
Schomburg 
Center, 2015

Photo by 
Terrence 
Jennings / CC 
BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Contribute directly to the wikis
● Library staff (and volunteers) can make valuable 

direct contributions to the various Wikimedia 
wikis

● For example, add references to reliable sources 
to Wikipedia articles. (see the #1lib1ref campaign)
○ In 2019, more than half of the total participants in the 

campaign were new editors. Participants made 13,261 
edits in more than 50 languages with over 4.12 million 
words added.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_Wikipedia_Library/1Lib1Ref


Contribute directly to the wikis

● Upload unique media from library holdings 
(minding copyright, but also avoiding copyright 
paralysis!), like local history documents, photos, 
archival material.

● Upload recordings of cultural events or lectures 
held at the library (with permission)

Zero hosting or maintenance costs to your 
institution!



Contribute directly to the wikis
● For example, the State Library of Queensland, 

Australia, donated 50 thousand historic 
photographs to Wikimedia Commons.

● The British Library's Mechanical Curator project 
released one million images via Flickr, from which 
Wikimedia volunteers extracted and catalogued 
more than 50 thousand historic maps.

Examples from IFLA's "Opportunities for 
Public Libraries and Wikipedia", 2016.



Start an online reference desk
● Wikimedians are always needing access to 

sources. They mostly work outside your library, 
and won't come in just to use your reference desk.

● But what if they could submit requests online?
● Create a channel (e-mail, real time chat, whatever) 

and announce it to your local-language Wikimedia 
communities. It could be the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship. :)

Fits within your existing workflows.For example: the National Library of Israel 
maintains a "virtual reference desk" inside 
Hebrew Wikipedia!



Add a Wikimedia angle to 
existing workflows

● Do you run a book club? Encourage reading (and 
improving?) Wikipedia coverage of the author, the 
book, the subject matter, etc.

● Are you hosting lectures or concerts? Review 
quality and coverage of performers, composers, etc.  
Secure permission to contribute the recording to 
Wikimedia Commons.



Add a Wikimedia angle to 
existing workflows

● Do you run computer literacy courses 
for senior citizens? Teach them how to 
proofread OCRed scans for the digital 
editions in Wikisource!
○ In the Czech Republic, more than 40 

courses on editing Wikipedia for 
seniors were delivered at local libraries!

CC-by-sa 4.0 by Klára Scholleová

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedie:Senio%C5%99i_p%C3%AD%C5%A1%C3%AD_Wikipedii
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedie:Senio%C5%99i_p%C3%AD%C5%A1%C3%AD_Wikipedii


Seniors 
Write 
Wikipedia 
course at the 
Moravian 
Library in 
Brno, Czech 
Republic, 
2015

Photo by 
Martin 
Strachoň / 
Wikimedia 
Commons / 
CC BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Think long-term

● Wikipedia is a long-term project: small actions add 
up to huge impact.

● So is your library's relationship with the 
Wikimedia communities in your 
country/language.

● Dream big, start small, and grow together.



Summary of Major Benefits
● Information and media literacy are crucial 21st 

century skills, valued by your funders and public.
● Working with Wikimedia requires no long-term 

commitment, upkeep costs, or maintenance 
nightmares.

● Wikimedia provides eye-opening statistics on 
both contributorship and readership; easy to 
visualize and prove impact!





Polish Wikipedia







In conclusion...



Create a relationship 
with your local 

Wikimedians soon!



THANK YOU
Questions welcome!

Keep in touch!

asaf@wikimedia.org
@abartov

mailto:asaf@wikimedia.org

