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Poue, 2 Septeitber 1939

Tel. Inciphered -

Secret Cipher Process (iocod)
FORLZIGN BIRLIN

Quite seccret

NJo. 404 of 2 Septenber For Gerrinn Foreign Minisuer

Jrpanese Arbassador visited ne todny to inform me That
he had now received his cxpected recnll. Expects to depnrt
in about thrce wecks would pnrticularly welcome /opportunity/
to have detailcd tnlk with Gerrnn Foreign Minister on houeward
trip which he nry tale vin lMoscow. He scemed to be of the
opinion that with o new Japanese Cabinet there was a well-

founded chaonce for successful continuntion of the stalled further

rapprochement it the Axis Powers. For this very purpose of
being ~ble personrlly to ork nore effectively than vas pos-
sible fromn idorne he wns zoing to Tokyo. Anbassador nentioned
further thnt opinicn wns growing in Jjopan for a certain settle-
nent vith Russie whieh, if corried through in stages and via
ccononic conversntions, night eventuate in a non-aggression
pact. Question was for us, too, of considerablce significance,
for a Japan frced fronm a Russian threat.was in o position to
reduce a possible tendency of the United States to intervenc

in Burope. Amnbassador reporked finclly that the 1ll feeling
agninst us after conclusicn of the German-Russian Non-Azgression
Pact hnd -irproved considerably with the Cnbinet change.

Sisz. lockensen

L

/Frore lo. 302389/
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V.PL/Kr. Roiie, 4 Septcrber 1939

Socrotll

Note

After preovious appoint:iient by telephone I visited the
locrl Joponesc Anbassador today. After lfr. Shiratori,
referring to his conversation with the Anmbassndor on
2 Septenber, had told ne vhy he wished to spenk t0O 1o, e
st~ted in the coursc of the conversation =-- rvhich lasted a
zood hnlf hour =-- approxinately the following:

As is known to me, the conclusion of the Gernan-Russinn
Non-Agression Pnct come as o severc blow n~nd rinde n grent
sensntion in Jopan. The friends of Germany had since then
been loborin: to counteract this effect. He hinself, who
belongs to thils circle, hnd been trying cver so long to
induce the Japrnesc Govermaent to coneclude an allinnce with
us (~nd presurnnbly nlso with Italy)e. This was the nin of his
officce here. Since this nir wns not attnined, lie requested
sreenll nnd s novr returning to Japnn, for he believes he
cnn be of porc use in the ~foresnid dircection there thon herc.

v p. Shirstori -tunt on to say /these words crosscd through
in orisinnl/ the Gernon Forcign lfinister von Ribbentrop
proposcd to hin during his (shirntori's) precscnce in Berlin
on the ocension of the Fuechrer's birthday thnat Japan should
enter into o closer nllinnce relntionship with Gernony. He
sent this proposal on te Tokyo ~t the tinec without, however,
recciving n reply fron therc. 'then he ngain snow the Gernan
Forcisn Minister 16 June, the latter told hin Germany mwould
howr conclude n non-azgression poet with Russin, since Japan
hrd noet ~grecd to our proposnls. He rcported %his to Tokyo,
too. The J~prncsec Aubassnador in Berlin, Oshine, ho nsS 2
nilitary mon understnnds naught of these nntters, reported to
Japen ot the tine thnat it wns out of the question thet Gerrany
vrould conclude » pnct with Russin, The Tolyo Government
belicved the Gerian Foreiczn 1iinister /von Ribbentrop crossed
through/ hrd conly "bluffed". It hod nlso sprenad this around
Tokyo *ith the ndditica that Le (Shirntori) nnd Oshim~ had
bcen led nround by the nose. Two neonths hnd passed without
Toliyo!s nnswerinz him (Shirntori) ~nd finally ve had
concluded the prct with Russia. Thercupon the Jnprnnesc
Gover: ent h~d resisned ~nd he had put in four tines Tor
recall until it wns finolly nccepted.

As for the supposcd Joponesc protest ~gainst the Gernan-
Lussisn Non-Agzrcssion Poct, 1fr, Shirntori told oc Oshina had
doubtless rececived instructions to protest. He (Shiratori)
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Iind been inforred thercof at the snne time. He had then got

in touch with the Jopanese Embassy in Berlin by telephone in
ordor to stop the protest action if possible., Some official ~--
the cmbassy ccounselor, iT I an not mistaken -- told him thet
Oshimnn h~d rlrecdy gone to the Foreign 0ffice, 8Strnte Secretary
von Welzsocelor dZd not nccevnt tho protest there. On his return
to the Imbnssy Oshiraa found the news of his (Shirctorilts)
telephone call ~nd then reported to Tokyo thot he considered

o protest inopportune. In spite of this he reccived instructions

from Tokyo to earry out the step., This hns, however, not yct
tnken ploce,

Concerning the prescent stnte of Japonese-=Russicn relations
(herc I conie to the nost inportant part of the conversntion)
i’r, Shirntori inforried me the Japnnesce Anbass~dor in Moscow
hnd recelived instructions a fer days napo to mnke the followine
prcposnls to the Russinrn Governieat:

l. To scttle by diplonntic menns the dispute on the
border bectiwrzea l'ongolia ~nd lianchoukuvo, vhere for
n consldernble tirnie » regzular bnttle hns been in
progress;

2« To rppoint o corrilssion for the settlement of the
border problens therc in general;

3. To conclude a trndc tre~ty. If in the course of
t:ic discussions of the trande treaty Russia should
rinke knoyinl her desirc to conclvde a non-nggression
prect with Japan, Ambassndor Togo should enquire
first vl .ther Russin were disposed to deny help to
Chanz I»1 Chelk.

liIc (Shirsteori) does nct ccnsider thesc instructions to the
Aubasscdor in liocscow fortunstc, cven /deems thern/ dongerous.
Russin, indced, had never cf her own n~ccord proposed & non-
ng2ression pnct. The proposal for the Gernan-Russian Non-
Aggrcession Pact, too, hrd originnted vith us. 1In his opinion,
the only way to sueure o non-agzression poet with Russia --
wvhich he also considered highly desirnble -- wns with Cernany's
ncdiaction. He hnrd thercofore proposed to General Oshimn, on his
ovm, without instructions from Tokyo, to request Germnny's good
offices., All this hnd token place a fewr days carlier. Genernl

Oshira had not yet becn able to sce the German Foreign Minister,

since he /GFl/ had hsd nc tire to receive him before his
decparture for the front where he hoad zone vith the Fuchrer.
The Fuehrer had rcceived General Oshinma before his departure,
but that was only o~ natter of a very short visit during vwhich

the Fuehrer declared Gerrany wished to ncintain the old, friendly
relations with Japan, but during which Oshiria hnd no opportunity

-E: . T — Sl o
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tc broach the gquestion of Gernan nedintion between Japan ond
-1 381a. He (Oshinn) wished to atteiipt to spenk to thc Germnan
Foreipgn Minister nfter his rectyrn to Berlin. .

. Reinrding these latest developments Berlin wns not yet
officinlly inforied. He (Shirntori) wnnted to keep us
nll zour“nt herc »nd considercd it approprinte thnt wc inforn
Berlin,

To n recurrk from ne that he hnd, so far ns I understood
it, the ish te spesk to the Geriaan Foreign Iinister on his
r“%urn trip to Japnan Ifr. Shiratori replied thet his trovel
plans merc hct yet definitc. He would presuntably return .to
Jopan vin Scondinavia nnd Anerica and rould oif course be happy
to tolk to the Gerrnn ¥orcign I'inister in cnse the latter rrished
it., I ~ot the inmprcssion th~t r. Shirntori did not vtish to
~sk for » confcrchee on his cvm initintive, sc to speak, prob-
~bly out of rczard for Ceaneral Oshina. hHe cxprcessed the vic
tlint the 1latter -ns to be found in Berlin.

In the coursc cf the eonversaticn Arbnssador Shiratori
ventioncd th-t in ecnneetion -'ith the Anti-Comintcrn Pret A
scerct nceord "rns ecncluded betrcen Gernany nnd Japan to tho
cffcet th~t tlic tre eountries vere nct to conclude ~ non-
~ggression pret *with Russia. The vhele situntion had since
then conpletely altered throush tho develepnents in buropce
-nd no enc could derand from nny country thot it comnit suicide
for -~ trc-tvis s~kc. At the tine in question Hussiln appenred
the chief caerry to us ns well ns to Japan. Ior both countries,
however, (os n» further developrment after the Tientsin.Incidcnt)
Englend had now becoms the chief encmy, who absolutely haa to be becten. The
adventuge, to uz also , of a cleanaing or o= amelloration of Russicp ‘apznose
rolations wes self-evident, for Americu would in this cate docide witn much
renter difficulty to intervenc in thc prescat ccaflicet. The
-c~1 of J-pnncsc policy in China remnins, Now 2S5 then, thc
sstnblishin: cf o ncw crder there, wwith ~hich as linked the
cxpulsion of nzland from China. 1In order to n~ttain this oal
Jopon vos hoping for finnneinl help fror: Alerica.

“71¢ then cnrc to speak of the present conflict. Mr. Shirntori
believed thet ~fier the overpovering of Poland the opportunity
of ~n understanding 'sith France and Tngzland nigzht present itsclf.
Gerrany ~nd Itnly werc nct nt present in o pesition, ~nd France
~nd Bazl~nd vcrc net disposed, to wage a war G A truly laric
serle. If it shculd come to o genernl conflict into which
Itnly, the United Stntes, Russia and Jnpan would then neccessarily
bc drawn, it would sinply be o catastrophe whose extent could
not be conccived.
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In reply to a question of ‘r. Shir~tori's as to Itoly's
attitude, I strongly emphasized thnt Italy wns proceeding in
closest nccord vwith us ~nd thont her ~ttitude cerresponded to
our intentions in every respect.

/sig./ Plessen

s — - - — — — —— — E—- ——

I, ARTHUR A. SAIDUSKY, hereby certify:

l. That I »13 Chief of the Document Division of
the International Prosconition Scetion, GHQ, SCAP, and
as such h~ve possassina, custody, 2nd control of orig-
inal or copies cf ~1l1l docunrients obtained by the said
Sce 10N,

2., Thnt IPS Docurient No. 4095, consisting of
sixtcen photostatic pag=s, vas reccived by the Inter-
national Prosecution Scetion from the 0ffice of the
Chief of Counscl of the Hurenburg '"~r Crimes Trials.

/s/ Arthur A. Sancisky

W —

AFTA0:. A, SANDUSKY

Tokyo, 31 December 1946.
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~ INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 4095 9 Dec 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Photostats of Telegrams between
Tokyo, Rome and Berlin

Date: 30 Aug 38- Original ( ) Copy (x) Languago. German
28 Jun 40

Has it been translated? ¥UB'{ }

Has it been photostated? Yes

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Nurnberg
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Nurnberg
PERSONS IMPLICATED: SHIRATORI, Toshio; OSHIMA, Hiroshi

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Conspiracy with
Germany

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

These photostats sent by Col Brabner Smith to Mr,
Sackett contain among others the following:

L Telegram from Ott to Foreign Ministry and
Army High Command in Berlin dtd 30 Aug 1938 containing
information about the situation particularly re plans for
an attack on Hankow, Canton. Japanese-English negotiations
and disoussions among radical circles about an action against
Hongkong and Hainan at a time when thoiluropnan conflict
offers a favorable opportunity.

I V1€ 2, ‘I'ologram from Mackensen in Rome to the Foreign
Ministry in Berlin dtd 2 Sep 1939 re Shiratori's recall
from his position as ambassador in Rome and conference with
Shiratori in which he promises to work in Tokyo under the
direction of an approachement by the Axis powers,

Doc. No. 4095
Page 1




Doc. No. 4095 - Page 2 - SUMMARY

INeA~ 3,  Memorandum by Von Plessen about a conference
with Shiratori. Shiratori promises to work together with
other friends of Germany for an alliance of Japan with
Germany and Italy. He mentions a proposal of Von Ribbentrop
in this connection as well as an advance notification re
German-Russian Non-aggression Pact, both of which he stated
forwarded to Tokyo. He then speaks about his efforts to
avoid presentation of the Japanese protest against the
above non-aggression pact. In regard to Japanese-Russian
relations, he advocates a Non-aggression Pact concluded
through the mediation of Germany, He mentions the secret
agreement between Germany and Japan concluded in connection
with the Antl-comintern Pact according to which two
countries were prohibited from concluding a non-aggression
pact with Russia., He states that since then the situation
has completely changed inasmuch as then Russia appeared
as Enemy No. 1, while England is in that position.

Germany is interested in a settlement of Russo=-Japanese
relations as a deterrent against American intervention in
the present conflict. He expresses the opinion that
extension of this conflict into a general war with the
necessary participation of Italy, United States, Russia
and Japan would mean a catastrophe.

Lo Telegram from Ott dtd 26 Jun 1940 re
planned actions of Japanese South China Task Force.
According to a spokesman of the navy, this action is
partially modified by the intention to reconnoiter
English and American reaction to Japanese military action
in Southwest Pacific.

Analyst: 24Lt Kurt Steiner Doc. No. 4095
Page 2
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OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (U. S)
Legal Division
APO 742

1, August 1946

International Prosecution Section,
GH), SCAP,
APO 500, San Francisco, Calif.

Attention: Mr. H. R. Sackett

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing further evidence of not great value. A
very great amount of material covering foreign office records
prior to the outbreak of war is available but it would take a
large staff and considerable time to read it all, and only
Collins is helping me, so am giving up the end of this week.
The Haushofer trdal was interesting but too late for Tokyo
and probably too far removed from most of accused.

A1l those photostats in your possession and for which
originals could not be found here in Berlin and which were
stamped with a number preceded by "F", we have since discovered
are photostats made from the so-called Von Loesch film found in
Jullhaussen by It. Col. Thompson (Br.) and Ralph Collins (U:85)
last Spring. Original of these films are with Foreign Office
in Tondon and micro-film copy with the F.C., State Department,

Washington, D. C.

J. W. Brabner Smith
Special Assistant
to Chief of Counsel




DOCUMENT 4095

CERIIFICATE

I, ARTHUR A. SANDUSKY, hereby certify;

l. That I am Chief of the Document Division of
the International Prosecution Section, GHQ, SCAP, and
as such have possession, custody, and control of orig-

inal or copies of all documents obtained by the said
Section. -

2. That IPS Document No. 4095, consisting of
sixteen photostatie pages, was received by the Inter-
national Prosecution Section from the 0ffice of the
Chief of Counsel of the Nurenburg War Crimes Trials.

A. SANDU

Tokyo, 31 December 1946,




N R B
T :
LI~ L ﬂ (4. My o
Foli S ORR N
—— B —— & %D
SR T

J fu. _ﬁ_w MR TGN
0 :
R hNEM P RN
st 1N

l....r.,.-_..i_.n.-ﬁ‘ -
k




¥
&
#
!

Certificato:-

L Rg\p(r't M 6‘3}&:' » hereby certifly that I am thoroughly
conversant with the (e aanr  and \‘—‘Hﬁ“%k lanjuages,
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ani as a regult of the oomparison totimen the
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P aray .
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the t:“‘gL'LL‘ texts, I hare ostablishod that this is a truo

et ecerrect franslation of International Prosceuiisa Jocunent
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