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SUMMVARY ¢

1. Since I did
dle of 1943, 1 cannot speak from personal rnowledge of nlans

vefore that time, TE 18 0y impression, nowever, that there were
no plans atb the beginning of the war for tve invasion of the
Hawailan Islands. Tndeed, the Army had no nlans for the occupa-
ti~n of New Gulnea. The avy would k=2=D capturing salands and
asking the ATMY to send men. The Navy did not nave enough Troops
to oecupy any of the Fawallan Islands and the Armv had no plans

te do SO0.

5. T came into the General ataff while the air operati ns
over the Solomons Islands and Rahaul were going oI, and 1T was
my nersonal opinion trat our forces were ereatly overextended.
7" did not get much support for that view, hOVWCVET, pecause of the
enthusiasm over Japanese successes. Ine Navy was particularly en-

G ;
houg to rold Rabaul at 911 costs

in order TO nrotect the main fleet base 2t Truk. We tried to send
i ships into Rahaul to supnly our forces there. We had enough
| ships if they could get through, and we tried TO nrotect them
with alr covef. We were forced to use Army planes 1n the Rabaul
Area, howeveT, and, c~nsequently, their activitiles in the 1or-
wa-d areas were creatly restricted due t~ the escort of trans-

norts. e lost b ut 600,0°0 tons ol shinning

result of attacks by B-17's and B-24's. . )
' ] to Rabaul because of the loss

through the Mari-
philiprines and
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of carriers. Some Navy nlanes WeETE flown down
k: most Army planes came through the

New Gulinea.

4 1t was felt thal if we lost Rabaul, air sttack from

Rabaui would make Truk =ntenable for the fleet. The Al1ied 1landings
he Allied ‘ntention to

a2t Lae and on Bougainville demostrated t
py-pass Rabaul, ond shcwed that the Rabaul compalgn was lost, but
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Interrogati~n No. (contd)

it was already too late to evacuate., It was decided to hold on a
1ine between Truk and Rabaul and to put up a last-ditch fight at
Rabaul. In February 1944 the fleet was moved to Palau after the
attac’s ~n Truk by Allied carrier planes, and Rabaul lost its
smportance:; but it was then ‘moossible to evacuate our forces from
Rabaul and they were left to fend for themselves. Meanwhile our
forces nn Vew Guinea were TO withdraw overland toward Geelvin"
Bay, but thev were cut off bv t-e Allied landings st Vollandla

and mad to be written o

5, After the landing on Salpan it was felt that the next
attacr would c¢-me in the Philipnines, although it might come on
Two=-jima. It was decided to nrenare for a decisive battle on Min-
danao and to strengthen the supnly line through Okinawa, Formosa
and ILuzon. One of tre weaknes<es of the defense is thrat 1]l poss-
ible points of attack must be reinforced; and Kvushu, the Tokyo
Area, and Iwo~jima alsoO had to be protected. The land’ings on
Morotal and Palau confirmed us in the view that the next move
was to Mindanao, and planes Were br-ug-t in to the Philipplnes
from Southeast Asila.

6. The landing at Leyto came as & surnrise, and since our
forces were concentrated 1n Mindanao and Luzon we WeTe at a
disadvantaze. We made a finis” fight with our Navy and ailr forces,
and tried to make a finish fight with the Army, but onlv a part
of our Army forces in thre Philippines c~uld be transvorted to Ley-
te. “e reinforced Levte as much as we could. The Naval alr ftor-
ces was practically wiped ovt and had to be completelv reorgan-
szed after the Philipnines campaign. Not many planes were sent
to t e rhilipnines after the A11ied landings began on Luzon., The
reas"n planes were cantured ~n the ground 1n Luzon must have been
1ack of fuel or parts. Those who Ywnow the situation at that time
~tate that manv nlanes might have been unable to move due to
the vigorous attacl by tha T, 8. A1y Forces.

7. After the Prilivnpines campaign. we exnected a landing on
Iwo-jima at ab-ut the time when it actuallv took nlace and were
ready for 1t. Lhe dictance was too great for air defense, how-
ever, and the sirfield at Hachijojima was tnO small Lo stage
many »'anes trough.

Q. Because of tlhe annearance of British nlanes at abotit this
time, and because of a public announcement, 1 think bv President
Tryman, 1 thought tre next attac would come 1n the Fongkong area,
or possibly in Formosa, and Ckinawa as a third possibility. How-
ever, competent officers of t-e Armv and Mavv), especiallv those
of operat’? "o SECTLI"18,; thought Okinawa might be he Pirst possi-=
pbilitv. T-erefore, the landing there did not come as a gurorise
like Leytes

9, It was declded at tire time of the Okinawa campaign not
to onnose B--29 attacks In the alr, PG TO concentrate all air
forces in Kyushu to attack Oklnava. It was felt t-at, although
t1e B-29's were Going great damage to our cities and war oroduc-
tion, the Oxlinawa campaign was mOTE immortant because it would
lead to invasi~n of Japan. The B-29 attacks on Kyushu airCfields
did not destrov wAaay uirplaies. The first-iine »ianes were moved
to secondarw airrields and concealed and diazpersed, and most of
t>e nlanes hit were Aummiles. This was true both n Kvushu and 1n
the Tolvo area. The 17 July carrier strike on the ToAvo area drs-
troved 170 dummies and onlv TWO operational planes, but after that
carrier vlanes did more damages. However, those attacks did hinder
operat’os against Oklnawa v+ hindering tre assembly of first-
]@ne planes and also by putting operating airfields out of commis-
sion,




Interrogation No, (contd)

10, One of the ereelest wreblems facing us was what to do
1f trhe Allies did not invade Japani We mad been exnect ng inva-
sion and preparing for it for a long time, but it did not come.
The neople were comp’aining because of the lack of opnositi~n TO
the B-29 attacks. Tust before the end of the war we vVere forced
to order our first-line fighters Tn intercept the B-29s TO quiet
the people, evsll though we th~ught it more important to save them
to on ose invasion, In additlon, W€ nad faster fighters with better
altitude merformance just getting into mass production, which would
nave bern available 1n snother month. Also, sircraft production

nad heen disnersed, and the rate would have begun to increase 1in
SeptembeT.

Ees. |

Note: No stenogranher was nresent, but General Arisue's remarks
were vwritten down n long hand and 1ater su marized and sent to
him for corvection. The foregoing summary was aprroved DT Gencral
Arisue and contalins several correctilons which e made.




