HEAD QUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(Pacifie)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SaN FRaNCISCO

INTERROGATION NO.: 365 PLaCE: TOKYO
(Jepanese Intell. o.23) DaTE: 16 Nov.1946

Division of Origin: Jepenese Intelligence Section, G-2,
USSBS.

Subject: Briefing end Interrogation of Navy Pilots end
Photogrephie Reconnaissence.

Person interrogetced and background:
YAMAGUCHI, Moriyoshi, Commander, IJN
1926 - Graduatcd frem the Naval Acadeny.
1938«~1940 - Attended Navel Wer College.
1940~1941(June) — Hikoteicho of Yokoheme Air Group.

1941 (June) -~ Becene Staff Ailr Officer for 4th Fleet.
(Vice Admirel INOUE)

1942(August) =~ Beczme treining officer 4in tesctics and
reeognition at the Kesumigeure Alr Group.

1943(June) - Went to the 202 Air Group in the Celebes as
alr officer and executive officer.

1944(March) - Joined 61st Air Group znd then became
Senlor Steff Officer of 1lst Alr Fleet.

1944(4aug. ) ~ Went to 2nd Air Fleet under Commend of
Vice Admirel FUKUDOME.

1945(Jzn) - Returned to Honeland and beceme Chief of
Generzl Affairs Section of the First Alr
Technical Research Arsenal under Vice
Adinirel TaDA.
Whore interviewed: Mcijil Building.

Interrogators: Lt. Comdr. Williem H. Botzer USNR
Lt. Comdr. F. Sheckelford, USNR

Interpreter: Lt. Otis Cary, USNR

Allied Dfficers present: Nonec.
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Commander YAMAGUCHI has 3000 hours of flying time and did
his 1l~st combat flying at HANGKOYT before he went to the Naval
War College in 1938. While he has not scrved on 2 carrier, he
has aided in training carricr pilots, =2nd has had consider-dle
experience with shore-based grouns.

Both briefing nnd interrogation of pilots were the respon-
sibility of the air officer who was assisted by two or three
regular flying officers. These assistante (HIXOSEI) without
special training, gathercd together for the air officer all
pertinent information concerning the mission. Sometimes rescrve
oficers trained as "YOMUSHI" did the s=ame thing. While the
"HIVOSHI" worked with the Air Group (XOKUTAI) where two or three
"HIKOSHI" »also compiled data on weather, communications, and
target information before a mission, Following a reoid, the flight
leader, with the pilots in the flight oresent, reported to the
air officer in the operations room and answered any questions.

A pilot who disagreed an any of the noints would spesk up.
Later a written revnort on a stondard form was submitted dy the
strike leader; a cony of which went into the ship's log.

During 20 days of a 10-month training course, pilots would
devote half the day to recognition tranining based on publications
and movies (poor). This, in the case of a carrier would
be suprlemented by 15 yo 20 deys of training at sca, devending
on the 5rogram and will of the air officer. Some attention was
given to fields of fire and the safest aporoaches for attacks,
such training being based on information from the 3rd Dept.,
the Air Technical Research Arsenal and The Tactical Board.

Photogravhic nilots, with 30 hours of s»ecial training,
were often organized into units of 8 »lanes (Myrts) toward the
end of the War) which would be assigned to three different
carriers. These 8 plane units would gencrally have cne

"HIKOSHI" trained as a photographic intermrecter.
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Qe 1l. What was the 128t active flying you did?

A.  HANGKOW before 1 went to the Navel Wer College in 1938.

Qe 2. Are you femiliar with carrier operations?

A, Yss, but I have never h=d carrier duty. I have treined
carrier PlioGSe

Q, S Whet orovision wes made for briefing pllots before
they took uif on & combet mission?

Al An efficer(HIKOSHl) under the air officer wes responsible
for gebtting together informetion for the eir officer to give

the pllots. he :y]Lected: communications, wezther, codes, etc.

Qe 4. Was the STKOSHI attached to the ship or the flying
unisv?

A. He is a member of the flying group but since the group
always goes on a perticuler ship he is elso in substence a

ghips air officer.

5, Was the treining program designed so that a particuler
croup (KOKUTAL) would stey with 2 particular ship?

Al Yes, znd the commender of the Group would become the
ships eir officer.

Qe 6. How meny HIKOSHI would be with group?

Ao Two or three. In addition ezch squadron(HiKOTAI) hes
o or 3 who collect information for the HIKOTAI commending

officer.
Q 7. Whet ar "YOMUSHI"?

Ae Sometimes they doubled up and served =28 HIKOSHI. They
are reserves end the HIKOSHI are re;ularse.

Qe 8. What is the besis for selecting HIXOSHI?
A. At the outset of the wer no particular quzlificetions
were required of the HIKOSHI. The intelligence organization

ag compared to your fine one Wes very poor. During the wer
there was some little imorovement.

Q. 9~ How long have you had the HIKOSHI?

A. Welve hed them a long time. Originally they helped the
o3y officer on the flight deck.

Qe 1O. Are the HIKOSHI fliers?

A, Yes, but while serving as HIKOSHI they seldom fly missionse.
Q. 11. What is their rank®

Al Usuzlly Lieut~{jng,) or full Lieutenants.

Qe 1R2s Have they hed any special training 1in intelligence?

A. No, thet is 2 bad point ebout the Jepanesc Navy.
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« 13. To whom are the pilots responsible efter tekeoff?
Ao To the Fleg elone, not the Captain of the ship.
Qe 1l4. How meny hours do you have?l

Ao 3,000 including time in flying boets end Frances twin-
encine reconnaisssnce plenes.

Q. 15. Did the Navy heve the seme orgenization of HIKOSHL in
their shore-based Groups?

Ao Yes.
Qe 16. When they return to the ship, to whom do they report?

A. The Air Officer is responsible for the interrogation.
The HIKOSHI assist but the Air O0fficer conducts 1t.

Q- 17. When a2 pilot lsnds, what does he first do?

Ae He goes to the oper=tions room, which in 2 pig room, and
is "interroosted" by the Ailr Officer. The flight lecsder, 1n
the prosence of the pilets on the flight, reports to the =ir
officer and answors eny questions. If one of the pilots on the
flight disegrees, he would state his views.

Q 18. Is a written report submitted?

Ao Yes, by the flight lesder on 2 standard form.

Qe 19. Were any such reperts in the materiel found at KOFU?
Qe L Think ot

Qe 20. How meny copiles are subtmitted?

Ae It veries.

Q 21. Does & copy of the report ¢o into the shipls log?

Ao Yes.

Q. 22. Would we find such 2 report by exemining a carrier's
log?

Ao Yes, I think so.

Qe <23. Were your pilots trained in recognizing and identify-
ing Allied ships®and planes?

Ao Ycs.

Qe 24. About how much time was assigned for this treining?
A. Tor about 20 days they devoted helf of thelr time to
recognition. These 20 days were a part of a 1C months traln-
ing course for pllots. I was one of the imstructors.

Qe 235. Whet aids were employad in recognition trelningd

Ao Movies and recognition menucsls. The movies were poor.
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Qe 26. Was your informstion fairly well up to date?
A Compered to your data on our planes, 1t wes laughable.

Qe <7. Did you show ficlde of fire and illustrate the safest
epproach for attacks?

A, For your single end twin engine planes, we would simulete
your planes by using ourse end heve our pilots practice dumnmy

rans 2geinst them. We kmew the location of your guns and taught
this informstion.

Qs <28. How did you get this informationt
A. From the 2rd Dept. and our Tedtical Board.

Qe 29 What training in recognition was continued after
f1i;ht training? In a czrrier at ses, for exemple?

Lo The s2ir officer wes rcsponsible for meking out a progran
end employing it. Standerd publications on recognition and
the lstest dsts from the Generel Staff were avellable on
cerriers. Pilots rcceived 15 to 20 edditional hours of
recognition training aftcr becoming carrier bascd.

Q. 30. What public=tions were therel

Ao Three volumes prepzred et YOXSUKA end published by
KOKUHOMBU .

Qe 3l. We would like copiles.

A. I will try to et a set for you.

Q- 32. Was there a system of keeping the books up to dete?
Ao Yes, supplementary informztlon would be supplied.

Qe 33. Tell us about your photographle intelll ence.

A. 1t was poor dut we did our best.

Qe 34. Did you have specially equipped photogrephle plzncs?

A, Yos, SAIUN(MYRT) wes such = plenc. It hed both fixed
end portsble cemerze. SAIUN (MYRT) usuelly flow on photo

missions =t =bout 30,000 feoet. Your reder macc our misslons
difficult.

G 35. Whet did you think wes the best Alliecd fighter?

Ao P""SB'S and FSF'So

Qe 36. Was any instruction :iven to cerrier pllots
regarding whet to do if forced down at scal?

Ae. No. They hed rubber boats, but couldn't zct them out 1if
the plene senk fast. We would search for them by plene and

possibly dircct ships to them if they geve ue their location
before going; down.
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Transcript of Interrogztion(YAMACHUCHI, M. Commznder, IJN)

Q 37, Whet photographic planes were besecd on carriers?
A. SAIUN.
Qe 38. Werc photographie squadrons tesed on carriers?

A. Not squadrons, but 8 photographic pl=znes would be
divided eamong 3 cerriers.

Q- 39 Were the photographic pilots specifically trained?

Ae Yes. Thoy were traincd both ashore end after becoming
carrier besed.

Qe 40. How many hours of training would these pllots have?
A. Thirty.

Qe 4l. Were there any specially trzined interpreters with
the photographic units or on the ship?

As Nne HIKOSHI atteched to the unlt would be trzined in
photographic interpretetion.

Qe 42. How did you get your technicel information on our
Planes?

Ae Alr Technical Resezreh Arscnal personncl would supply

date end in addition we would secure informsztion from your
megazines,

Qe 43. How many personnel worked on technicel anzlysis
of Allied equipment?

A, Ten officers 2nd ten civiliens,
Qe 44. How meny enlisted personncl?
Lo 150,

Q 45. How many plzones were in your bzsic fighter section?

A Iwo units of 2 plznes each. It was not too cffective
because of our poor pilots and equipment.

Qe 46. Towerd the end of the War what qualities were you
planning to emphasize in your future plznes?

A There wase no sueh program. KiaMIKAZE ettocks were the
only thin, s left.
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