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Preface

Native chess mannals (with the solitary exception of
the present publication)are so full of technical blunders and
printer’s errors as to be practically worthless. They are
more than a weariness to the flesh; they constitute a veri-
table torture to the spirit. Imake this statement advisedly,
having, to my sorrow, wasted much time and exhausted
much patience over their trying pages.

Foremost among the several manuals on sale are the
Fai Chu Hsiang C#Z Pu (BRI, the Chu Chung Pi
GBSE), and the Afei Hua P'u (JgdEs%).  These are all
anonymous works, said to have been first published at differ-
ent times during the Ming Dynasty, 1368 to 1628 A. D. In
those days they were probably faultless, but during a period
of some five hundred odd years they have run through many
editions, and each succeeding edition seems to have care-
fully perpetuated the errors of its predecessor besides add-

ing others of its own to the sum total of misprints and-

blunders, till to-day not a single copy is even worth the few
coppers one is asked {o pay for it.

It is therefore highly gratifying that my good friend,
Mr. Hsieh Chieh-hsun (8¢ has now come forward with

the present publication, a work on which he has devoted

more than thirty years of strenuous labour, Mr Hsieh's
very exceptional ability as one of the leading exponents of
Chinese Chess has pre-eminently fitted him to tackle and
revise the numerous aforesaid chaotic manuals, and with the
successful result of his untiring energy he has embodied
much original-work of his own, all systematically arranged
in three parts and comprising no less than twenty books.
The “scholarly’’ game of Chinese Chess is here dealt with
by a masterly hand in a comprehensive and exhaustive
fashion; the work has been stupendous, needless tosay, more
so than the neatly printed pages indicate at first sight; it
~ supersedes all previous handbooks, and will stand for years
to come as 2 monument of the author's patience and skill,
It is searcely Tight tosay that this publication is a
“Valuable contribution’’ to Chinese Chess literature, foritis
practically all that Chinese Chess literature has to be
proud of; it is an inestimable gift to the Chess world, and
may well stand on its own merits.
’ Charles Klizne.
Shanghai, z1st March, 1927.
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