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I. Of Foffile Teeth and Bones of Elephants. Par:
the Second. By Sir Hans Sloane, Bart.

Proceed now to the Second Part of this Difcourfe,

wherein I propofe to offer fome Remarks on divers
Accounts of Bones and Teeth found under Ground,
which I met with in f{everal antient and modern Au-
thors, and which will give me an Opportunity of ex-
amining into the Skeletons, and Parts of Skeletons,
which are thewn up and down as undeniable Monu-
ments of the Exiftence of Giants.

And firft, as many of thofe Bones and Teeth, which
are kept and fhewn about for Bones and Teeth of Gi-
ants, have been found, upon a more accurate Infpei-
on, to be only the Bones and Teeth of Elephants
or Whales, it may from thence very probably be in-
ferr’d, that others alfo, which for want of a fuffici-
ent Defcription cannot be accurately enough accounted
for, muft have belonged either to thefe, or elfe {one
other large Animal. Thus the Fore-fin of a Whale,
ftripp’d of its Webb and Skin, was not long ago pub-
lickly thewn for the Bones of a Giant’s Hand; and
I have in my own Pofleflion (N°® 1027) the Vertebra
of the Loin of a large Whale, which was brought me
from Oxfordfbire, where I was aflured it was found un-
der Ground, and afterwards made Ufe of for a Stool to
fit on (Fig. 1.). Now if a Computation had been made
from the Proportion of this Vertebra to that of the other
Parts of the Skeleton, and all had been fuppofed to
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have belonged to a2 Man, fuch a Skeleton would have
exceeded in Meafure, all thofe fabulous Skeletons of
Giants mentioned by Authors.

I cannot forbear on this Occafion to obferve, that 1t
would be an Objeét well worthy the Inquiries of inge-
nicus Anatomifls, to make a Sort of comparative Ana-
tomy of Bones; I mean to examine, with more Accu-
racy than hath been hitherto done, what Proportions
the Skeletons and Parts of Skeletons of Men and Ani-
mals bear to each other, with Regard either to the
Size, or Figure, or Structure, or any other Quality.
This would doubtlefs lead us into many Difcoveries,
and is otherwife one of thofe Things, which feem to
be wanting to make Anatomy a Science ftill more per-
fe@ and compleat. The very Vertebra I fpeak of may
ferve to fhew the Ulfefulnels of fuch Obfervations.
It differs in many Things from the Vertebre of Men
and Land-animals, as do the Vertebra of Whales and
the Fithes of the cetaceous Kind in general ; and it is
a very eafy Matter to diftinguifh them from each
other, The Body of the Vertebra is confiderably
larger in Proportion, and alfo lighter and more porous.
‘The tranfverfe Proceffes arife from the Middle of it
on each Side. The oblique defcending Proceffes are
altogether wanting; and the Arch, or Foramen, which
the fpinal Marrow pafles through, is made up by the
fpinal Proce(s and the oblique afcending ones only:
The Body of the Vertebra is very rough and uneven on
each End, full of {mall Holes and Eminences, which re-
ceive the Holes and Eminences of a round Bone, or Plate,
which anfwers to the Epiphyfis in a human Vertebra,
whereof ther» are two between each Vertebra,. joined
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together by an intermediate ftrong and pretty thick
Cartilage, probably to facilitate the Motion, and par.
ticularly the Flexion of thefe At_ﬁmals in the Sea,
(Fig. 2, 3.) But to return from this thort Digreflion.

There are many Skeletons, that were from Time to
Time found under Ground, and are mentioned by the
Authors, who {peak of them, as Skeletons of Giants,
and undeniable Monuments of their Exiftence, which,
as I have already obferved, I fhould rather take to be
the Skeletons of Elephants, Whales, or fome other
huge Land or Sea-animal.  Of this Kind feem to be
the pretended Skeletons of Giants of 12, 20, and 30
Cubits in Height mentioned by Philoflratus *: The
Skeleton of fix and forty Cubits in Height, which
according to Pliny + was found in the Cavity of a
Mountain in Crefa, upon the overthrowing of that
Mountain by an Earthquake : The Skeleton fixty Cu-
bits high, which Szrabo t {ays, was found near T7x-
gis (now Tangier) in Maurstania, and was {uppofed
to have been the Skeleton of Anteus: The Skeleton
of Pallas, as pretended, found at Rome in the Year
1500, which was higher than the Walls of that
City : And likewife that, which 8imon Majolus fays
was found in England in the Year 1171: Longé
anté Fulgofi feculum (are his Words ||) annis plus
trecentis, anmo f[Cilicet 117%. in Anglia, illuvione
Sfluminis, retecta funt bumati olim Hominis offz
adbuc ordine compofita: Longitudo totins Corporis
inventa eft longa ad pedes quinquaginta.

There are others, the Defcription whereof con-
cludes more clearly for their having once belonged to
* In fuis Heroicis, 1 Hift. Nat, Lib. vii. C, xvi, f Lib. xvii,

Il Dicrum Canicularium Colloq. 11, pag, 36.
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Elephants, though it could not be pofitively afferted,
that they did. §. Auftin *, difcourfing of the Ex-
iftence and great Feats of the Giants before the De-
luge, mentions in Proof of what he advances, That
he himfelf, with feveral others, faw at “Vtica, upon
the Sea-fhore, the Grinder of a Man fo large, that if
it had been cut into Teeth of an ordinary Size, at
feaft an Hundred might have been made of it.  Hiero-
nymus Magius ++, although himfelf very much pre-
judiced in Favour of the Exiftence of Giants, yet
fufpeds this Tooth, mentioned by §. Auflin, to have
been rather the Tooth of an Elephant, or elfe fome
huge Creature of the Sea, than that of a Man. But
Ludovicus Vives, in his Commentaries upon that Paf-
fage of 8. Auftin, takes Notice, that in the Church
of §. Chriflopher at Hifpella, he was thewn a Tooth
bigger than his Fift, which they pretended was one of
the Teeth of that huge Saint, no Doubt, upon as good
Ground, as that very large Shoulder-bone, which
Hieronymus Magins {ays §, was fhewn in a Church
at Venice, was the Shoulder-bone of §. Chriflopher,
The pretended Skeleton of a Giant, which was
found near Drapani, a Caftle in Sicily, upon dig.
ging the Foundation of a Houfe, and is defcribed b
Foh. Boccatins ||, is again not unlikely to have been
the Skeleton of a large Elephant. For although the
oreateft Part of the Bones, through the Length of
Time, and the Force of the {ubterraneal Steams,. were
fo rotten, that after their being expofed to the Air,
they fell to Pieces almoft upon touching, yet three

* De Civit, Dei, Lib, xv, C, ix. citatus per Caflanionem & Lam-
becium, } Mifcellaneorum Lib, i. C..ii. pag. 17, £ L.C. pag. 20, 6,
}| Genealogia degli Dei. L, iv. ad fin,

of
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of the Teeth were found entire, which weighed an
hundred Ounces, and were by the Inhabitants of Dra-
pani hung up in one of their Churches, to perpetuate
the Memory of this Fa&. They likewife found Part
of the Skull capacious enough to hold fome Bufhels
of Corn, and one of the Shank-bones, which was
fo large, that upon comparing it with the Shank-bone
of an ordinary Man, it was judged, that this Giant,
whom fome took to be Erick, others Ethellus, others
one of the Cyclops, and again others the renowned
Polyphemus himfelf, muft have been 200 Cubits high ;
according to which Calculation, he is figured and re-
prefented by F. Kircher * as by far the largeft of 2
whole Gradation of Giants, whom, after this, he places
in the following Order :
Cubits,

The Giant of S#7abo, whofe Skeleton was
dug up near Tingis in Mauritania, and} 60 high,
was found to be ' A
Pliny's Giant, found in a Mountain in}
Creta 46
The Skeleton of Afferius, Son of Anactes ~ 1o
"The Skeleton of Orefles, dug up by fpecialp
Command of the Oracle —— —nx
The Giant, whofe Bones were found under’
a large Oak, not far from the Convent{
of Reyder in the Canton: of Lucern in
Swifferland.
Goliath, as defcribed in Sacred Writs e~ § H

The Cafe is ftill lefs doubtful with Regard to thofe
Dones, which were found in Framce in 1456, in the

* Mund, Subterran, L, viii, Sedt, 2,
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Reign of Charles VI, by the Side of a River in the
Barony of Cruffole (afterwards erected into a County)
not far from Palence. Fohannes Marius in Libris
de Galliarum Llufirationibus, Calamzus in fuis de
Biturigibus Commentariss, Fulgofus in bis dunals,
& Fob. Caffanio of Monflroenil, in his Treatife of
Giants *, {everally take Notice of thefe Bones, which
were {o large, that the whole Height of the Giant,
to whom it was thought they belonged, and who was
{uppofed to have been the Giant Briatus, was con-
jeCtured to have been of 14 Cubits. The Skull alonc
was two Cubits thick, and the Shoulder-bone fix Cu-
bits broad. Sometime after, other Bones of this Kind
weré found in the fame Barony near the {ame Place,
Part of which Caffanio faw himfelf, and gives fuch 2
particular Defcription of one of the Teeth, as leaves
little Room to doubt, but that it was the Grinder, and
confequentiy the other Bones, the Bones of an Kle-
phant. His Words are , Mire magnitudinis dentem
multi ibidem confpeximus, longitudine unius pedis,
pondere librarum oito ; muilto autem oblongior guam
craffus vifus efl, radicefque aliquot habere quibus
gingive inherebat. Vifa eft infuper ea pars, qua
cibus terebatur, aliquantulum concava, latitudine
digitorum quatuor. FHe adds farther, That {uch ano-
ther Tooth was kept at Charmes, a neighbouring
Caftle, that he meafured the Length of the Place,
whence thefe Bones were dug, and found it to be
nine Paces; that fome Time after more Bones were
difcovered at the f{ame Place, and that the Coun-
try all thereabouts was very mountainous, and fuch,

T pag. 57, & feq. it Pag. 63
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as the Giants in all Probability delighted to dwell and
command in. Ihave feenfome of thefe Bones brought by
a very curious French Merchant from this laft mentioned
Place, which I took to have belonged to an Elephant,
by fome large Cells between the Tables of the Skull,
which are in the Skull of that Animal.

Hieronymus Magsus * gives an Account of a very
large Skull, eleven Spans in Circumference, and fome
other Bones, probably belonging to that Skull, which
were dug up near Tunis in Africa by two. Spanifh
Slaves, as they were ploughing in a Field. He was
informed of this Matter by Melchior Guilandinus,
who faw the Skull himfelf, when he had the Misfor-
tune to be taken by the Rovers, and carried into
Slavery to that Place in the Year 1555, Iam the
more inclined to. believe, that this Skull and Bones
was Part of the Skeleton of an Elephant, becaufe, as
I fhall fhew hereafter, a like large Skeleton was dug
up near the fame Place fome Time after,. which by
one of the Teeth fent to “Pezrest was made out to
have been the Skeleton of an Elephant.

I now come to thofe Bones, Teeth and Tusks,
(or Horns, as fome call them) which are mentioned
by Authors to have been dug up in divers Parts of
the World, and have been made out by them, or do
otherwife appear by their Defcription. and Figures,
indifputably to belong to the Elephant,

Fobannes Goropius Becanus t; notwithftanding he
lived in an Age, when the Stories of Giants were very
much credited, and had found their Advocates, even

# Mifcellan, Lib, i, Cap. ii. pag. 19. 6. } Originum Antwerpiana-
* yum Libro, ii, quem Gigantomachiam appellavit, pag, 178,

among,
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among Perfons eminent for their Learning and Judg.
ment, yet ventured to affert, that the Toorh, which was
kept and thewn at Antwerp, as the Touth of that un-
merciful Giant, whofe Detzzt, broughr about as they
pretended, by Brabo a Son of Fulins Cefar, and King
of the Arcadians, was fabuloutly repated to have
given Occafion to the building of that Caftle and City,
was nothing but the Grinder of an Elephant, How-
ever difpleafing this Affertion might be, as Goropins
farther adds, to thofe who are delighted with fuch
idle and ridiculous Stories, yet to the Judicious it will
appear the lefs furprizing, on Account of what paffed
not long before he wrote this Book, when the almoft
entire Skeletons of two Elephants, with the Grinders,
and likewife the demtes exertz, or Tusks, were found
near Wielworda, Vilvorden, as they were digging a
Canal from Braffels to the River Rupel, to defend that
Town and Country from the Incurfions of thofe of Me-
chlen.  Goropius conjettures, that thefe Elephants had
been brought thither by the Romans, at the Time either
of the Emperor Galien, or Poftbumus.

A very large Skeleton, likewife of a Giant, as pre-
ended, was dug up near Tunis in Africa about the
Year 1630, whereof one Thomas d’ Arcos, who was
then at that Place, fent an Account, together with one
of the Tecth, to the learned Pesresk. The Skull was
{o large, that it contained eight Mezlleroles (a Mea-
fure of Wine in Provence) or one Modius, as Gaffen-
dus calls it *, or a Pint and a Half Paris Meafure.
Sometime after a live Elephant having been fhewn at
Tonlon, Peiresk ordered, that he fhould be brought to
his Country Seat, on Purpofe to take that Opportunity

* Gaflendus in vita Peiresk, Lib, iv. Anno 1632,
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to examine the Teeth of the Creature, the Impreffions-
whereof he caufed to be taken in Wax, and thereby
{ound, that the pretended Giant’s Tooth fent him from
Tunis, wes only the Grinder of an Elephant. This
1s the fecond large Skeleton dug up near Twmis in
Africa, and it appearing plainly by the Tooth fent
to Peiresk, that it was the Skeleton of an Elephant,
it may from thence very probably be conjectured, fome
other Circumftances concurring, that the other alfo,
which Guilandinus {faw there, muft have been rather
of an Elephant, than of a Giant.

T howmas Bartholin * mentions the Grinder, or
Maxillar-tooth of an Elephant, which was dug up in
Ifland, and fent to him by Petrus Refenius. It
was turned to a perfe& ftony Subftance, like Flint,
as was alfo the Tusk of a Roffnarus, dug up in the
fame Ifland.

A large Tooth, which by its Shape appears plainly
to be the Grinder of an Elephant, is defcribed and
figured by Lambecius +, who had it out of the Em-
peror’s Library, though he could not be informed
where it was found, or how it got thither. It weigh-
ed 28 Ounces, and was commonly taken to be the
Tooth of a Giant. Autonius de Pozzis, chief Phy-
fician to the Ewperor, in a Letter to Lambecins f,
affirms it to be an Elephant’s Tooth, and conjetures,
that it was dug up at Baden, about four Miles from
Vienna, where, but a few Years before he wrote this
Letter, they had found alfo the Os Tibie €& femoris of
an Elephant.

* A&. Medic, & Philofoph. Hafn, To. I Obf. xlvi. pag. %3.
% Biblioth, Cxfar, Vindeb. L. VI, pag. 311, £ Ib, Lib, vi, pag. 315.
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Another Tooth, probably of an Elephant too, is
defcribed and figured by Lambecius *, who had it
out of the Emperor’s Library. It weighed 23 Ounces,
and was found in the Year 1644 at Krembs, in the
lower Auflria, as they were increafing the Fortifica-
tions of that Place.

The Year following, when the Swedes came to be-
fiege the Town of Krembs, a whole Skeleton of a
Giant, as was pretended, was found at the Top of a
neighbouring Mountain, near an old Tower. The
Befiegers, in their Intrenchments there, being very much
incommoded by the Water that came down from the
Mountains, dug a Ditch three or four Fathoms deep,
to lead it another Way. It was in digging this Ditch
they found the Skeleton aforefaid, which was very
much admired for its unufual Size. Many of the
Bones, chiefly thofe of the Head, fell to Pieces upon
being expofed to the Air, others were broke by the
Careleflnefs of the Workmen; fome efcaped entire, and
were fent to learned Men in Poland and Sweden.
Among thefe was a Shoulder-bone, with an Acetabu-
lum in it large enough to hold a Cannon-ball. The
Head, with Regard to its Bulk, was compared to a
round Table, and the Bones of the Arms (or Fore-
Yegs) as thick as a Man of an ordinary Size. One of
the Grinders, weighing five Pounds, was given to the
Fefuits at Krembs : Another is figured by Happe-
lius (in his Relationes Curiofe, Tom. iv. pag. 47,
48.) to whom I am indebted for this Account, and it
appears plainly by the Figure of it, that it is an Ele.
phant’s Tooth. It weighed four Pounds three Ounces
Nurembrerg Weight.

* 1b, Lib. vi, pag, 313.

Again,
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Again, in Lambecius his Bibliotheca Cefarea Vin.
dobonenfis *, are two Figures, and the Defcription of
a very large Elephant’s Tooth, which weighed 4 #
Pounds. It was fent from Conflantinople to Vienna
in 1678, and offered to be fold to the Emperor for
2000 Rixdollars, having been before, for its unufua}
Size, and pretended great Antiquity, valued at 10,000
Rixdollars. 'They pretended thac it was found near
Ferufalem, in a fpatious fubterranean Cavern, in the
Grave of a Giant, which had the following Infcriptior
upon it in the Chaldazc Language and Chara&ters; Here
lies the Giant OG 5 whence it was conjeGured to have
been the Tooth of Og, King of Bafan, who was defeated
by Mofes, and who only remained of the Remnants
of Giants ; whofe Bed-flead was of Iron, nine Cu-
bits was the Length thereof, and four Cubits the
Breadth of it, after the Cubit of @ Man . As
the whole Story look’d very like an Impofition, the
Emperor ordered, that the Tooth thould be fent back
again to Conflantinople.

Hieronymus Ambrofius Langenmantel, a Member
of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Inferted into
the Ephbemerides of that Academy } an Abfrad& of
a Letter to himfelf, from Fobannes Ciampini in Rome,
concerning fome very large Bones, to wit the Shank-
bone, the Shoulder-bone, and five Vertebre, of the
Number whereof was one of the Vertebre of the
Neck, which were dug up near Vitorchiani, in the
Bithoprick of Ziteréo, in the Year 1687. They
weighed altogether upwards of 180 Romar Pounds,
and having been compared with other the like Bones

* Lib, viii, pag. 652, ) Deutero‘nom. Ch, iii. v, 2. + Decur. ii.
Annus vil, s, 1688. Obfl cexxxiv, pag. 446.
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in-feveral Collections at Rome, particularly the Chi-
fian one, they appeared to be by far the largeft.
Moft People took them to be the Bones of a Giant,
but Ciampini, and fome others, taking them, with
more Probability, for the Bones of an Elephant, or
fome other large Animal, and knowing that there
was in the Medicean Collection at Florence a com-
pleat Skeleton of an Elephant, they procured a Copy
of it, and found upon Comparifon, the above-men-
tioned Bones fo exactly to correfpond with it, as to
leave no Room to doubt, but that they had been
Part of an Elephant’s Skelcton,

The Skeleton of an Elephant which was dug up
in a Sand-pit near Tonna in Thuringen, in 1695, is
one of the moft curious, and alfo the moft compleat
in its Kind, forafmuch as they found the whole Head,
with four Grinders, and the two deuntes exerti, or
‘Tusks, the Bones of the fore and Hind-legs, one of
the Shoulder-bones, the Back-bones, with the Ribs,
and feveral of the Vertebrz of the Neck. But the
whole hath been fo accurately defcribed by #7:lbel-
mus Eruneftus Tentzelius, Hiftoriographer to the
Dukes of Saxony, in a Letter to the learned Mag/i-
abechi, printed in the Philofophical Tranfactions *,
that it is needlefs to add any thing, the rather, as
that Gentleman was pleafed to oblige the Royal
Sociery with fome Pieces of the Bones of this Ele-
phanr, with Part of the Skull, wherein appeared its
Celis, fome of the Grinders, and Part of the dentes
exerti ; all which being produced ar a Meeting of the
Royal Society, weie found exaltly agreeabie to his
Defcription, and ordered to be carefully preferved in

* N® 224, pag. 727,

2 Their
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their Repofitory.  From the Surface of the Ground
down to the Place where thefe Bones were found,
the Difpofition of the §trara, or Layers, was as
follows: A black Soil four Foot deep, Gravel two
Foot and a Half, the Middle whereof was made up
of Ofteocolia and Stones to the Depth of two Foor,
Ofteocolla and Stones half a Foot, a fandy Clay fix
Foot, with zbout two Inches of Ofteocolla in the
Middle, Oftcocolla and Pebbles one Foot, Gravel
fix Foot, a white and fine Sand, the Depth whereof
was unknown, and in this the Bones were found.

In the Second Volume of Count Marfil?’s Danu-
bius, where he treats of the Antiquities he obferved
along this River, there is Mention made of feveral
Bones and Teeth of Elephants, which that inquifitive
Nobleman met with in Hangary and Tranfylvania,
and which are now in his valuable Colle&ion of
natural and artificial Curiofities at Bodogna. Accord-
ing to the beft Information, the People of whom he
had them could give him, they were found in Rivers,
Lakes and Pools. One of the Vertebrz, a Grinder,
and a confiderable Part of the dews exertus, or Tusk,
were found in the Lake, or Pool of Hinlca. Two
Fragments of the Os Tibie, a little corroded cn the
Infide, were taken out of a Pool near Fogheras in
Tranfylvania, once the Seat of the Princes of that
Country ; and the whole lower Jaw, with two
Grinders as yet fticking in it, he had from fome
Fifhermen, who found it in the ftanding Waters by
the River T7biftus, a little above die Romerskantz,
or the Roman Fort. All thefe the Author caufed to
be figured as big as the Life. T have above related
the Opinion of Gorgpins about the Antiquity of thofe

two
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two Flephants, the Skeletons whereof were found
near Viloorden, which he traces no higher than the
Time of the Romans, and their Expeditions into
thofe Countries, particularly under Galien and Poft-
bumus.. Count Marfili is of the fame Opinion with
Regard to thofc Bones and Teeth found by him in
Tranfylvania. He takes Notice, that whofoever is
acquainted 'with the vaft Ufe the Romans made of
Elephants in their military Expeditions, ought not
to be furprifed that there are Bones and Teeth
found of them in thofe Northern Countries, where
otherwife there cannot have been any ; and he urges,
as a farther Proof of this Affertion, That they are
found in Pools and Lakes, it having been the Cuftom
of the Romans, to throw the Carcafles of dead Ele-
phants into the Water, as it is ftill practifed to this
Day with the Carcaffes of Horfes and other Beafts, to
prevent the Diftempers and other Inconveniencies,
which their Putrefaction might otherwifc occafion.
On the other Hand, there are many Arguments, ta-
ken from the Largenefs of the Beafts, the Skeletons
whereof are thus found under Ground, which fome-
times far exceeds any that was, or could have been
brought alive into Europe, from the Condition they
are found in, and from the particular Difpofition of
the Strata above the Places where they are found,
whereby it appears, almoft to a Demontftration, that
they muft be of much greater Antiquity, and that
they cannot have been buried at the Places where
they are found, or brought thither any otherwife, but
by the Force of the Waters of an univerfal Deluge.
To infift only upon one of thefe Arguments: If the
Skeletons of Elephants, which are thus found under

Ground,
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Ground, and at confiderable Depths too, had been
buried there either by the Romans, or any other Na.
tion, the Strata above them muft neceffarily have
been broke through and altered; whereas on the
contrary feveral Obfervations inform us, that they
were found entire, whence it evidently appears, that
what is found underneath, muft have been lodged
there, if not before, at leaft at the very Time when
thefe Strata were formed; confequently long before
the Romans. DBut there is another Argument, which
fecems to me to bear very hard againft the Conjec-
tures of Goropius and Count Marfili. Tentzelins
hath already mentioned it, and it is urged from the
great Value of Ivory at all Times, and particularly
among the Romans, which appears by many Paffages
in antient Authors; as for Inftance, by a very re-
markable one in Pliny *, who takes Notice, That
among the valuable Prefents, which the Ezbiopians
were obliged to make to the Kings of Perfiz, by
Way of a Tribute, there were twenty large Teeth
(unqueftionably the dentes exerti) of Elephants, and
then adds, Tanta ebor: auétoritas erat. Now it is
to be prefumed, that the Romans would not have
neglected to take away the Teeth, and particularly
the dentes exerti of dead Elephants, before they
flung their Carcaffes into the Water, whereas there
hath fcarce been any Skeleton, or any Part of the
Skeleton of an Elephant dug up any where, but the
Teeth were found along with them, and even among
thofe figured by Count Marfili, there are three
Grinders, and a confiderable Part of onec of the
dentes exerti.

* Lib, xii, C, 4.
Dr.
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Dy. Rsbert Tict in his Natural Hiflory of Stafford-
{hirc *, fays, That he was prefented by /Villiam
Levefor Gower of Trentham, Efq; with the lower
Jaw of fomne Animal, with lirge Tecth ﬁicking in it,
dug up in a Marle-pit in his Ground, and which upon
Comparifon he found exaltly agreeable to the lower
Jaw of the Elephant’s Skull in Mr. Afbmole’s Mufeum
at Oxford.

In the Mufeum of the Royal Society there are
two Foffil-bones of Elephants: One was given by
Sir Thomas Brown of Norwich, the other was
brought from §yria for the Os Tibie of a Giant, but
Dr. Grew 1 proves by an. exa¢t Computation, that
it can never have been the Os T76ie of a human
Skeleton, by being full 20 times as thick, and but
three times as long. It is an Englifb Yard and half
a Foot long, and hath a Foot in Circumference, where
it is thinneft. Dr. Grew obferves, that by the Fi-
gure it appears to have belonged to the Leg, and not
to the Thigh, and he conjectures the whole Elephant
to have been about five Yards high.

Before I difmifs this Subject, I muft beg Leave to
mention a few more. Geffrer } takes Notice, that he
was prefented by a Polifb Nobleman with a Tooth
four times as large as that, which he figured under
the Title of Hippopotamus in his Book de Agquatili-
bus. It was found under Ground, as they were dig-
ging for the Foundation of a Houfe, together with
a very large Horn, as they called it, which many
took to be an Unicorn’s Horn, but wrongly, as he,
Geffiser, thought, becaufe of its being too thick and
* Ch, vii, §. 78. pag. 78. 1 Mufeum, Reg. Soc, pag, 32. i De

' Figuris Lapidum. pag. 157.
too
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too crooked. It is very probable, that this pre-
tended Horn was the dens exertus of an Elephant.
The fame Author mentions a fubterraneous Cavern
near Elbingeroda, wherein were found the Bones and
Teeth of Men and Animals {o large, that it was fcarce
credible, that ever any of that bulky Size fhould have
exifted.

The Grinder of an Elephant, petrified, is kept in
the King of Denmark his Cabinet at Copenbagen,
as appears by the Catalogue *, but there is no
Mention made how it came thither, or where it was
found.

They fhew in the fame Collection a large Thigh-
bone, which weighs about twenty Dani/b Pounds,
and is above three Foot in Length +. It is fo old,
according to the Author of the Catalogue, that it is
almoft become ftony. The fame Author takes No-
tice of another large Bone, then in the Colle&ion
of Otho Speriing, which weighed 25 Pounds, and
was four Foot long. It was, as Speriing rold him,
found in the Year 1643 at Bruges in Flanders, ncar
the publick Prifon, in Prefence of Bernard de
Araunda, and his, Sperling’s, Father, who faw the
whole Skeleton there, which was of 20 Yards of
Brabant in Length.

A Piece of Ivory was dug up in a Field on the
River Viftula, about fix Miles from #arfaw, which
having been thewn at Dantzick to Gabriel Rzac-
zynski, Author of the Natural Hiflory of Poland,
it feemed to him to be the dews cxerius of an
Elephant .

= Muf, Regium, Part 1. Se&. vii, N° ;9. + Ibid., Par. I, 3ed, i
Ne 73, F Rzaczynski Hitt, Nay, Res, Polon, prs 2,
. ) g Py
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In the Notes upon the laft Edition of Dr. Her-
manw's Cynofira Medica, publithed by Dr. Boecler
of Strasburg *, under the Title of Vnicornu Fof:
Jiley there is Mention made of a remarkable Piece
of Foffil Ivory, or rather of an Elephant’s Tooth,
in the Hands of Fagques Samfon de Rathfambanfen
de Ebenweyery an Alfatian Nobleman. It was found
in the Rhine upon one of his Eftates near Nonne-
vilje, and was three Paris Foot, three Inches and
a Half long: It had near a Foot at the Bafis in
Circumference, where thickeft, and about 8 Inches
and a Half at the other Extremity. It was filled
within with a Sort of Marl, but the outward Sur-
face was ftony in fome Places, and bony in others.
The bony Part f{crap’d, or burnt, {mell'd like Ivory.
The Scrapings boild made a Sort of Gelly. The
Author of the Notes adds, That they find Fofiil
tvory in feveral Parts of Europe, particularly in
the Schwartzwald (Sylva Hercynia) in Moravia,
in Saxony, and near Canflad in the Dutchy of
Wirtemberg.

® y726. 4te, P, iil, pag. 133,
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