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The Challenge o f  Communism to Christianity in China.

P r o t e s t a n t  C h r i s t i a n  M i s s i o n s  h a v e  been  at  w o r k  in 
C h i n a  wi th  a s p i r i t  o f  in t e n s e  d ev o t io n  a n d  se l f  s a c r i f i ce  
f o r  o v e r  a h u n d re d  y e a r s .  A s  a re sul t  the  C h r i s t i a n  
C h u r c h  n u m b e r s  at  the m o s t  a b o u t  e ig h t  h u n d re d  
th o u s an d .  C o m m u n i s m  h a s  been in C h i n a  f o r  l i t t le  
o v e r  ten y e a r s  a n d  its a d h e r e n t s  a re  r e c k o n e d  as  ov er  
t w e l v e  m i l l io n .  I s  thi s  s i n g l e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  f a c t s  not  
e n o u g h  to s ta r t l e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  in to  s e r io u s  re f l ec t ion  ? 
T h e r e  a re  o t h e r  f a c t s  t o o :  the b u r n i n g  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  
y o u n g  C o m m u n i s t s  a m o u n t i n g  to a f a n a t i c i s m  e q u a l l in g  
or  s u r p a s s i n g  tha t  01 the  m o s t  e a r n e s t C h r i s t i a n s  ; the ir  
a c t i v e  p r o p a g a n d a ;  the i r  e f f i c i ent  o r g a n i s a t i o n ;  the 
w i d e s p r e a d  i n t e r e s t  a n d t h e  r e a d y  r e s p o n s e  o f  y o u th ,  
a l l  o f  w h i c h  m a y  be c o m p a r e d  or  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  s o m e  
o f  the  c a lm ,  cool ,  h a l f - h e a r t e d  e f for ts  o f  the  C h r i s t i a n  
C h u r c h  in w h i c h  y o u t h  is b y  n o m e a n s  con s p i c u o u s a n d  
the  f i res  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  f l i c ker  up  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
h e r e  a n d  there .

A t  the  S t u d e n t  C h r i s t i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  a t E d i n b u r g h  
in J a n u a r y  19 33  Dr .  H a n s  L i l j e ,  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
the  G e r m a n  S . C . M .  g a v e  a m a s t e r l y  s u m m a r y  o f  the  
e s s e n t i a l s  o f  C o m m u n i s m  w h i c h  wi l l  w e l l  r e p a y  s t u d y  
b y  a l l  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  In f a c t  we  f ee l  th a t  it i s  o f  the 
g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  tha t  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  s h o u l d  m a k e  a
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c a r e f u l  a n d  t h o r o u g h  s t u d y  o f  C o m m u n i s m  a t  its 
be s t  a n d  at  i t s ' w o r s t .  I t  is in th es e  c r i t i c a l  d a y s  at  
l e a s t  a s  im p o r t a n t  a s  the  s tu d y  o f  o ther  r e l i g i o n s  w h ic h ,  
h o w e v e r  i n f lu e n t i a l  in the  pas t ,  a re  l e s s  p o w e r f u l  in 
t h e i r  a p p e a l  to y o u t h  t h a n  th i s  n e w  f o r c e  h a s  p r o v e d  
i t s e l f  to be.

C o m m u n i s m  is f i rst  o f  a l l  an  e c o n o m i c  re vo lu t i o n .  
O n e  o f  its f i rst  a i m s  is to b r i n g  a b o u t  a re d i s t r ib u t io n  
o f  w e a l t h  a n d  a c o n t r o l  o f  i n d u s t r y  f o r  the  p r o s p e r i t y  
o f  a l l .  M a c h i n e r y  a n d  its p ro d u c t s  a r e a l l  but  w o r s h i p ­
p e d  a n d  a re  r e g a r d e d  as  the on e  w a y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  fo r  
s o c i e t y .

S e c o n d l y ,  C o m m u n i s m  p r o v i d e s  f o r  the fu tu re  b y  a 
r i g i d  a n d  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e g i m e .  A  n e w  
g e n e r a t i o n  is to be r a i s e d  up  f re e  f ro m  the t r a m m e l s  o f  
c o n v e n t i o n ,  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n  a n d  a l l  the o ld  u n h a p p y  
t h i n g s  o f  p as t  b o u r g e o i s e r i e .

T h e r e  is  no  r e l i g i o n  in C o m m u n i s m ,  or  ra the r ,  
w o u l d  it not  be  t ru er  to s a y  th a t  C o m m u n i s m  is to its 
d e v o t e e s  i t s e l f  a  r e l i g i o n  ? It i s  o p p o s e d  root  a n d  
b r a n c h  to C h r i s t i a n i t y  or  a n y  o f  the  o ld  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  
w i t h  its o w n  f i e r y  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  i ts  id e a l s ,  it r e p la c e s  
t h e m  w i t h  a n e w  d e v o t io n .  L e n i n  in  R u s s i a  is a l m o s t  
d e i f i ed  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  the  m a c h i n e  is w o r s h i p p e d  w i t h  
m or e  r e a l i t y  a n d  s i n c e r i t y  o f  f a i th  th a n  a n y  o f  the  
p i c t u r e s  a n d  i k o n s  o f  the  o l d  t ime ,  or the  id o l s  in the 
C h i n e s e  t e m p l e s .

W h e r e a s  the o ld  r e l i g i o n s ,  s h a l l  w e  s a y  o f  C h i n a ,  
w e r e  m a t te r s  f o r  c e r t a i n  t i m e s  a n d s e a s o n s ,  d e m a n d i n g  
a t t e n t i o n  o n l y  on s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  but  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  e v e r y - d a y  l i f e ,  C o m m u n i s m  is i t s e l f  a w a y  o f  l i f e  
a n d  a l l  h u m a n  l i f e  is  b r o u g h t  into  s u b j e c t i o n  to its 
s w a y .  It c a l l s  f o r  c o m p l e t e  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r ,  f o r  u t te r  
r e s i g n a t i o n  to i ts  d o g m a s  a n d  d e c r e e s .  It is th o u g h t  
b e t t e r  th a t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  men,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  
s h o u l d  p e r i s h  n o w  to b r i n g  in the  n e w  d a y  o f  u n i v e r s a l  
c o m m u n i s m  tha n  tha t  a  w e a k  c o m p a s s i o n  b y  s p a r i n g  
l i v es ,  sh ou ld  d e l a y  the  l o n g e d - f o r  m i l l e n iu m .  It c o m b i n e s  
the  r e l e n t l e s s n e s s  o f  the i n q u i s i t io n  wi th  the r e l i g i o u s  
f e r v o u r  of '  the  C r u s a d e s .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  qui te  
d i f f e re nt  f r o m  coo l ,  ca l m,  c a l c u l a t i n g  S o c i a l i s m .  O n e  
c a n  be  a S o c i a l i s t  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  e lse ,  but  o n c e  in the 
r a n k s  o f  C o m m u n i s m ,  it is tha t  a n d  tha t  a l on e .  T h i s  
is w h a t  w e  a re  f a c e d  w i t h  in  C h i n a  a n d  R u s s i a  a n d
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w h e r e v e r  the R e d  F l a g  ru le s .  T h e r e  c a n  be  no c o m ­
p r o m i s e  or  t r e a t y  f r o m  the i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  H o w e v e r  
we  m a y  f ee l  a c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  s y m p a t h y  wi th the ir  
a i m s  a n d  ide a l s ,  s y m p a t h y  is n o t h i n g  to them.  T h e y  
a re  out for  d o m i n i o n .  A s  su re ly  a s  the M o h a m m e d a n  
f u r y  s u r g e d  a c r o s s  A s i a ,  A f r i c a  a n d  E u r o p e ,  s w e e p i n g  
a w a y  a f a t  a n d  l a zy  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i th  i t s  e f f ete  m in i s t ry  
a n d  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  so s ur e ly  does  the C o m ­
m u n is t  m e n a c e  th r ea te n  a c a lm ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  a n d  e a s y ­
g o i n g  chur ch  t o d a y .  W h a t  s h a l l  the i s sue  be ? '

T o  m a n y  o b s e r v e r s  in C h i n a  C o m m u n i s m  a p p e a r s  
to be  n o t h i n g  d i f f e re nt  f r o m  b r i g a n d a g e .  It  is ju st  
r o b b e r y ,  p i l l a g e  a nd  m u rd er ,  i ts  l e a d e r s  are g r a b b i n g  
w h a t  t h e y  c a n  fo r  the mse  Ives  a n d  g r o w i n g  r i ch on the 
p r o c e e d s  o f  the i r  r a id s .  But  be h in d  this v a n g u a r d  o f  
t e r r o r i s m  there  is a g r e a t  o r g a n i z e d  m o v e m e n t  w ith  
d e e p  root s  s p r e a d i n g  f a r  a n d  w id e .  T h e  e r up t io n  i s o n  
the  s u r f a c e ,  but the rea l  f o r c e s  l ie  e m b e d d e d  deep  a n d  
un s e en .

In  r e a l  C o m m u n i s m  too there  is,  a s  there  is in 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a g r e a t  h o p e  f o r  the  fu ture .  T h e  bes t  is 
y e t  to be.  A  p a s s i o n  f o r  the g lo r i o u s  a g e  a h e a d  p o s s e s s e s  
them.  T h e r e  i s  a c e r t a in  a s s u r a n c e  that  the t ime  wi l l  
c o m e  w h e n  a l l  men  s h a l l  o w n  the s w a y  of  C o m m u n i s t  
i d e a l s  o f  eq u a l i t y  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  ju s t i c e .  T o  a t t a in  this  
m a g n i f i c e n t  end  a l l  m e a n s  a re  jus t i f i ab le ,  r e vo lu t i on ,  
c l a s s  w a r ,  mur der ,  s l a u g h t e r ,  the  o v e r t h r o w  of  s tates ,  
t h r o n e s  a n d  g e v e r n m e n t s  an d  a l l  that  h in d e rs  the 
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  the u l t i mat e  ide a l .

T h e  w e a k ,  a n a e m ic ,  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d ,  s m u g  a n d  e a s y ­
g o i n g  m a n n e r s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a re  h a te fu l  to the 
t h o r o u g h - g o i n g  C o m m u n is t .  N o  d o u b t  he  sees  mor e  
c l e a r l y  t h a n  w e  a re  w i l l i n g  to admit .  C o m m u n i s m  m a y  
e v e n  be  to the  c h ur c h  o f  t o d a y  the S c o u r g e  o f  the  L o r d  
to s t a b  C h r i s t i a n s  b r o a d  a w a k e  a n d  s h o w  them the 
f u t i l i t y  o f  m a n y  t h i n g s  to w h i c h  they  h a v e  he ld  on in 
f a t u o u s  d ev ot i on .

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ,  w h e t h e r  in C h i n a ,  E ur o pe .  
A m e r i c a  or a n y  w h e r e  e l se  c a n n o t  c lu tch i ts  sk i r t s  a n d  
p a s s  b}r on the  o ther  s ide .  T h e r e  is  no o th er  s ide .  T h e  
t w o  s y s t e m s ,  s o o n e r  or  l a te r ,  mu st  meet  f a c e  to f ace .  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  e v e n  n o w  is up  a g a i n s t  a c r i s i s  g r e a t e r  
th a n  a n y  it h a s  k n o w n f o r a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  I t  c a n n o t  
f o r m  its a r m ie s  a n d  m ar c h  to the H o l y  L a n d  in f a t u o u s
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a n d  f u t i l e  c a m p a i g n s ,  f o r  the d a n g e r  is not  l o c a l i z e d  
in a p l a c e ,  it i s  in the h e a r t  o f  the w h o l e  r a c e .  E v e r y  
C h r i s t i a n  m us t  r e a l i z e  th i s  c r i s i s  a n d  ta k e  up the 
c h a l l e n g e .  T h e  w a y  to m eet  a n d  o p p o s e  th i s  ne w fo rc e  
is  b y  a more  g e n u i n e  a n d  s i n c e r e  a l l e g i a n c e  to the  
e s s e n t i a l  t e a c h i n g s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a i ;a  by  a p r a c t i c a l  
e x p o s i t i o n  o f  them  in l i f e  a n d  ac t ion .  O u r  b a s i c  
r e a s o n s  o f  f a i th  a n d  l i f e  mu st  be c l e a r l y  th o u g h t  out.  
E v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  must  k n o w  not  o n l y  that  he is a 
C h r i s t i a n  but w h y  he is  one.  B e l i e f  mu st  be  b a s e d  not  
on  h e a r s a y  but  on re a s o n  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n .  T h a t  is the  
f i rst  th i n g .  T h e n  we  mu st  r e c o g n i s e  tha t  there  is much 
truth in the C o m m u n i s t  c r i t i c i sm  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  It has  
b e e n  a n d  too o f t e n  is  s m u g  a n d  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d ,  w i t h  a 
m e s s a g e  o n l y  f o r  the we l l - t o - do  aud  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a n d  
a c o n d e s c e n d i n g ,  p a t r o n i z i n g  a t t i t ud e  to the p oo r  a n a  
the  w o r k e r s .  T h i s  is  not  the  t e a c h i n g  o f  the s p i r i t  of  
our  M a s t e r .  T h r o u g h  the h id e o u s  g r o w t h  o f  f a c t o r i e s  
a n d  s l um s  in c r o w d e d  c it i es ,  th r ou gh  the in d u s t r i a l  
r e vo lu t i on  a n d  a l l  that  h a s  fo l low  od,  it is o n l y  a s m a l l  
s e c t io n  o f  the c h u rc h  tha t  has  r e a l l y  g i v e n  se r io us  
t h o u g h t  to the  s u f f e r i n g s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  l abo ur .  A l l  
h o n o u r  to that  no b l e  banci o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,  but  it h a s  by  
no  m e a n s  c o m p r i s e d  the g r e a t  m a s s  o f  th o se  w h o  b e a r  
tha t  s a c r e d  na m e .  P e r h a p s  the c h a l l e n g e  o f  C o m m u n i s m  
m a y  be  used  to b r i ng  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b a c k  to i ts  o r i g i n a l  
id e a l s .

It is i m p o r t a n t  to r e m e m b e r  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a s  
not  o n l y  a m e s s a g e  to de l i ve r .  It h a s  a w o r k  to do. It 
is to m a k e  the  lot  o f  m a n  on thi s  ea r th  be t t e r  in e v e r y  
w a y .  T h e r e  m u st  be  no r e s t i n g  or  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e  a s  
l o n g  as  the re  a r e  d o w n  a n d  outs .  C e r t a i n l v  the w o r k  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is sp i r i t ua l .  It  i s  to s a v e  m e n ’s soul s .  
B ut  it h a s  a w o r k  o f  s o c ia l  s e r v i c e  too an d  must  c o n c e rn  
i t se l f  w i th  m e n ’s b o d i es  w h i c h  a re  i n t e n d e d  f o r  the te m ­
p le s  o f  the  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h e  s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  w h i c h  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  t e a c h e s  is n o t t o  be m e r e l y  a theory  p r e a c h e d  
f r o m  pu lp i t s .  It  is to be  put in t o  p r a c t i c e .  W e  te a c h  
a n d  w o r k  a n d  p r a y  f o r  a fu tu re  a s  pure  a n d  g lo r i o u s  as  
tha t  o f  the lo f t i e s t  C o m m u n i s m .  T h e y  ca n  te a c h  us 
n o t h i n g  in the  r e a l m  o f  v i s i o n  a n d  i d e a l i s m  f o r  m a n ’ s 
fu ture.  T h e  K i n g d o m s  o f  thi s  w o r l d  a re  to b e c o m e  the 
K i n g d o m  o f  our G o d  a n d  o f  H i s  Chr i s t .  L o v e ,  U n i t y ,  
P e a c e ,  G o o d w i l l  a m o n g  m e n ’ th e se  a re  the  a i m s  o f
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C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  but  t h e s e  t h i n g s  h a v e  not  ye t  be c o m e  the 
a b s o r b i n g  p a s s i o n  of  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  Ch r i s t i an .  T h a t  
is w h er e  we  f a i l .  W e  r e a d  a b o u t  it a nd  p r e a c h  a bo u t  it 
and  s in g  about  it, but how  m a n y  a re  there  w h o  r e a l l y  
w o rk  fo r  it, 'live fo r  it, d i e  f o r  i t ?

O n e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i f f e re n c e  be tw e e n  C o m m u n i s m  
a nd  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is that  the l a t te r  e m p h a s i s e s  t k e v a l u e  
a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  th= i n d i v id u a l .  C o m m u n i s m  loses  
p e r s o n a l i t y  in the o r g a n i s e d  c o m m u n i t y .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
lo ses  i ts  c o m m u n i t y  in i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  Is  there  no w a y  
of  r e c o n c i l i n g  the se  t w o ?  Is not  the  s e r v i c e  o f  the 
C o m m u n i t y  ins p i re d  by lov e  the truest  Ch r i s t i a n  method?  
A  C hr i s t i an  must  Jive tha t  h is  f e l l o w  m e n  m a y  be he lp ed  
a n d  im pr ov ed .  I f  n e c e s s a r y  he m us t  b e  w i l l i n g  to d i e  
*or that  e nd  too. But  w h e r e a s  in C o m m u n i s m  the fo r ce  
that  c o m p e l s  h im must  c om e  f rom the sta te ,  in  C h r i s t i a n ­
i ty  the fo rc e  that  u r g e s  h im  to the g r ea t es t  l e n g t h s  o f  
sa c r i f i c e  is a w e l l - s p r i n g  of  lov e  tha t  f ind s  i ts  source  
in the  u n i v e r s a l  F a t n e r - G o d -  T h a t  is the  w a y  the 
M a s t e r  went,  S h o u l d  not  the s e r v a n t  t read  it st i l l  ?

D E A T H  O F  D R .  F . F .  A L L A N .

The U n ite d  Church o f  Canada Mission has suffered a severe 
loss in the death of D r .  A llan  in Chungking. L>r. A llan  had 
been unwell f r o m  tim e to  time during the last year o r  more, 
but in the end his death was sudden and unexpected. His 
place w ill  be verv  hard to  fill and his ripe experience and hard 
■work had won h im  the respect o f  all his fe l low -w ork ers ,  both 
Chinese and fore ign . T o  Airs. A llan  and all the m em bers  of 
the fam ily  we offer our deepest sympathy in their  bereavement.
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T R A I N I N G  F O R  T H E  M I N I S T R Y .

W e  have asked several representative missionaries o f  
various missions to  write  some accou nt o f  what has been done 
in the way o f  tra in in ' ;  w ork ers  in the past few vears. Th is  
montli we are pleased to  publish an art ic le  bv the R evd .  C. H .  
Parsons, o f  the C .I .M .  East. W e  hope  to  publish further  articles 
on this  subject in later issues. B v  the -wav we are glad that 
M r .  Parsons has so far  recovered f r o m  his recent illness that 
he is able to be  back  at w ork  and has been  able to  write  this 
artic le  f o r  us.

P O S S I B I L I T I E S .

T h in k  o f  the possibilit ies  o f  one life  filled with the H o ly  
Sp ir it .

P i lk in g ton  o f  U gan da ,  a disheartened man, goes aw ay fo r  
quiet and rest to the Island o f  K o m e .  There  he reads a tract  
w ritten  b y  D a v id  the T am il  evangelist,  and his eyes are opened 
to  see that he has been l iv ing  be low  his privileges. He 
consecrates his l i fe  afresh to  G o d ,  and in simple faith  seeks the 
fulf i lm ent o f  the prom ise “ Y e  shall have p ow er .” H e  returns 
w ith  the burnin g  co n v ic t io n  that the great need o f  Uganda is 
the H o l v  S p ir it  o f  G od . H e  writes to  his m other  : “ W h a t
we want first, m idd le ,  and last is the H o ly  G host .”  A n d  he 
writes to  his B ish op  : “ I  want to  tell you  that we— mission
and people— are in the midst o f  a time o f  great blessing. G od  
has enabled several o f  us to see that fo r  a lon g  while  past we have 
been w ork in g  in ou r  own strength, and th at consequently  there 
has been no p ow er  in ou r  lives and very little  blessing. W e 
have, however,  been b rou g h t  to see that the com m and : ‘ Be
filled w ith  the S p ir i t ’ is as much laid upon us as it was upon the 
Ephesians, and that p o w e r  f o r  effectual service  is placed at 
our service if  we w il l  but a p p ropria te  it. I  can n ot  tell you the 
difference it  has made in our lives as w ell  as in our w ork .  
N o w  we are  full  o f  jo y ,  whereas a l itt le  while ago  ( I  am 
speaking, f o r  myself  in this) the depression was a lm ost 
unbearable .  A s  f o r  our w ork ,  G o d  is n ow  using us, and a w o n ­
derfu l wave o f  blessing is passing o v e r  the land .”

T h in k  o f  the possib ilit ies  o f  one l ife  filled w ith  the H o ly  
Spirit.
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S Y M P A T H Y  F R O M  A  C O R R E S P O N D E N T .

The E d i to r  stood  at the pearly  gate,
H is face was worn and old.

H e  meekly asked the man of fate 
Adm ission  to the fo ld .

“ W h a t  have y o u  don e”  St. P eter  asked,
“ T o  seek admission here ?”

“ Oh, I  edited the Missionary News 
“ On earth f o r  over  a year .”

The gate swung open sharply 
As P e te r  touched the bell.

“ Com e in , ’ ’ he said, “ And take a harp,
“ YTou’ve had enough e>f er - trou b le .”

(W ith apologies to the Purdue Pharmacist.)

Y E  E D .  A S K S  F O R  I T .

I f  you  have a b it  o f  news 
Send it  in ;

O r  a jo k e  that will amuse, 
Send it in ;

A. s to ry  that is true,
A n  incident th at ’s new,
W e  want to hear fro m  you  ;

Send it  in ;
D o n ’ t w ait  a month  to do  it, 

Send it in ;
D o n ’t let ’em beat you  to  it, 

Send it in  ;
S om eth in g  serious o r  a jest, 
Just whichever you  like, best, 
Th e  ed ito r  will do  the rest, 

Send it  in.

—W in gh am  A dvance-T im es .
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T H E  T ’U N G  L I A N G  O R P H A N A G E .

B y  M iss  E llen  R .  R i l k v .

H av in g  been asked to  report  on our w ork  in rescuing the 
unwanted girls o f  China, and n ow  having a holiday  f r o m  this 
over -busy  life , I  am w rit in g  a l it t le  to  tell interested friends 
about it.

The  Orphanage was started in T 'u n g  C h ’uan three vears 
ago and rem oved to  T 'ung L ia n g  a year later ow ing to  the 
premises being unsuitable in the fo rm e r  place. W e  then had 
nine little  girls in our care. D ur ing  the two rears  we have been 
at T ’ung L ia n g  we have taken in seventeen m ore  ch ildren . Of 
these some have le ft  us, several have died and there are fourteen 
now  in the Orphanage. These ch ildren  com e to us f r o m  various 
sources. Som e are placed on doorsteps  and abandoned, others 
are brou gh t bv kind-hearted neighbours. D ifferent histories 
are attached to the litt le  ones. Som etim es a w idow  left  destitute, 
abandons her baby  and becom es  a wet-nurse in o rd e r  to  earn 
money to keep a large family.

One child, five years old ,  her father  an opium sm oker  and 
the m other  dead, was turned out o f  her hom e and wandered 
desolate on the streets caving piteously. I  was urged by  neigh ­
bours to  take her in and did so. S om e  children  are placed on 
doorsteps, their  names, h istory  and ages quite unknown and to  
take them in is to  rescue them f r o m  certa in  death by co ld ,  
disease and starvation.

Th e  orphanage  was reallv started in thought in B la ck p o o l ,  
England, in F eb ru a ry  1929, when tw o sisters gave tw o  golden 
sovereigns as “ A n  earnest o f  an Orphanage in C h ina .”  H ear in g  
o f  the babies being le f t  to d ie  in this way, they were led to  s tart 
th is fund f o r  the purpose saving some ch ildren  f o r  the g lo r y  
o f  G od. I t  is th erefore  our desire to save life and b r in g  these 
little  ones up to k n ow  and serve the L o r d  Jesus Christ.

In  T ’ung L ian g  there are on ly  G overn m en t schools  and one 
fears f o r  the influence o f  the present day att itude towards 
rel ig ion  and the evil  surroundings there if  (ve send our ch ildren , 
so at present we are g iv in g  them lessons in the hom e. T h e  
eldest g ir l  o f  the fam ily  is e x p e c t in g  to  pass her final exam ina-
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l io n  in the Jun ior  M id d le  S ch o o l  at Suining. W e  are hoping 
that she w ill  take charge o f  our school  o f  e ight l itttle  ones, the 
rest be ing  babies.

T h e  Orphanage is n ot  connected  w ith  anv missionary 
society  and the support o f  this w ork  is entirely  dependent upon 
G od  to supply all our  needs as people in England, A m e r ica  or  
China are led by  H im  to  give.

Our G od  is faithful as we trust H im .  H e  does n ot  fail us 
in this. O ar funds have always been enough f o r  our wants to 
be supplied. A n y  child who needs this hom e is w elcom e and, 
h ow ever  m any, our G od  is able to save to the utterm ost and 
f r o m  the uttermost.

A n y  missionary in W est  China w ho  has Chinese ch ildren  
on his or  her hands and does n ot  k n o w  what to do  with them 
can send them to us.

Miss Steed will be in charge a fter  next January. W e  are 
partners in this w ork  and I  expect  to leave then f o r  furlough.

W H A T  T H E  P U B L I C  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  

L E P R O S Y  I N  C H I N A .

W hat is L ep rosy  ?

L ep rosy  is a m ost  h orr ib le  disease caused by  a small germ  
known as M vcobacter ium  leprae which grow s inside the human 
b od y ,  especially  in the skin and nerves.

H ow  do people get lep rosy  2

P eop le  con tra ct  leprosy usually by  pro longed  and close 
con tact  with a leper such as l iv ing in the same room , sleeping in 
a co m m o n  bed, o r  using the same eating  utensils, etc.

R o w  ca n  w e tell w hether one has got leprosy  ?

A small patch with no sensation, a th ick  co loured  patch 
that  does not yield to  hospital o intm ents and spreads gradually,
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and a thickened pa in fu l  nerve should always be supected signs 
o f  leprosy  in the in it ia l  stage.

I f  any one is su sp ic iou s  o f  h iv in g  con tr  icted  lep rosy  w hat should  
he do 1

H e  should go  to see a com petent d o c t o r  at once to  have his 
troub le  d iagnosed. P r o m p t  treatm ent insures a speedy recovery, 
while  p rocrast inat ion  always makes cure riiffoult, if  n o t  im p o s ­
sible. Should  he p rove  to be free f r o m  leprosy, well and g o o d ,  
and there is no harm done. But, on the o th er  hand, if  he is 
found to  be a v ic t im  o f  the dread disease, treatm ent can be 
started im m ediate ly .

I s  lep rosy  cu ra b le  ?

P erh aps  the best anwser is found in the statement o f  D r .  
E .  Muir, one o f  the greatest author ities  on leprosy  to -day : 
“ G iven o rd in a r i ly  fav ou rab le  c ircum stances ,  a patient d e term ­
ined to get  better ,  and a d o c t o r  w ho  understands his  w ork  and 
is w ill ing  to take trouble , there are few cases in w hich  all act ive  
signs o f  leprosy cannot be stam ped ou t .”

W hat a n  som e o f  the con tr ib u tin g  fa c to r s  o f  lep rosy  ?

Ign oran ce ,  Shame and Superstition  may be called th e  ch ie f  
allies o f  leprosy .

W hat are the enem ies o f  lep ro iy  1

F r e e d o m  fr o m  oth er  diseases, well-regulated bowels, abun d­
ant exercises, regular h abits  and g ood  diet are  the five enemies 
o f  leprosy .

I s  lep ro sy  h ered ita ry  1

A c c o r d in g  to  the m od ern  m ed ica l  researches leprosy  is 
foun d  not to  be h ered itary .  I f  ch i ldren  can be separated f ro m  
th e ir  leprous parents at an early  age they  very se ldom  deve lop  
the disease. As v o u n g c h i ld re n  are very  susceptible to  con tag ion  
it is th ere fore  h ighly  necessary to  make prop er  prov is ion  to take 
care  o f  the untainted ch ildren .

S o w  m a n y lepers are there in  the w orld  ?

I t  is generally  estim ated that there are at least tw o  m illion  
lepers in the w orld .  I n  o th e r  words, one person  out o f  every  
e igh t  hundred people is afflicted w ith  th is  h o rr ib le  malady.
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W here are thtste p to p le  ?

Lep rosy  is an international disease, so its victims are found 
all over  the world .  But A fr ica ,  Asia and South A m erica  
con tr ib u te  the largest quota. E urope  was once very badlv  
affected. B u t o w in g  to  the existence o f  severe leper l a w s  and 
the rise in econ om ic  standards the scourge has now been 
p ractica lly  stamped out.

H ow  m any lepers are there in  C h in a  ? .

W h i le  no exact figure is available  it is generally believed 
that China has ov e r  1 ,000 ,000  lepers, o r  one-half  o f  the w o rd ’s 
leper population.

R ow  is lep rosy  d istr ib u ted  in  C h in a  1

C om parativ e ly  speaking K w angtu n g  and Fukien com e the 
f i r s t ;  Yunnan, K w a n gs i  and K w e ic h o w  and Szechwan the 
s e co n d ;  A n hw ei,  Hupeh, Hunan and Kiarigse the t h i r d ;  
Shantung, the fourth  ; Kiangsu and Chekiang, the fifth ; Shensi 
and Kansu, the s ixth and M a n ch u r ia ;  the seventh. There is 
very  l i t t le  leprosy in the rest o f  provinces.

H ow  m any lep rosr ia  or leper a sy lu m s a n  there C h in a ?

A  lit t le  over  one dozen  a ccom m od a t in g  some y ,000 lepers. 
Assum ing that China has 1 ,000 ,000  lepers on ly  one out o f  every 
five hundred o f  them is taken care  o f .  As ide  f r o m  these there 
are a good  n um ber  o f  leper settlements in K w a n g tu n g  and Fukien 
where they can com e and get a certa in  am ount o f  support.

W here are these lep rosa ria  located  ?

One in S iao-kan, Hupeh ; one in H an g ch o w  C h e k ia n g ; 
tw o  in Shantung loca ted  a t  Tsinan and T e n g h s ie n ; one in 
N ancbang, K iangse  ; one in Yrunnanfu, Yunnan ; one in Y enping, 
F u k ien  ; and five in K w a n gtu u g  located at Tungkun ; Shek- 
lung, P akh oi ,  T a i -k am  and Sw atow . A dd in g  to this list there 
are tw o  new leper  hospitals  be ing  built one in A m oy ,  Fukien  ; 
and the o ther ,  in H o ih o w  on H ainan Island, South K w angtun g

W hat has the C hinese G overnm ent d on e  tow a rd s lep rosy  1

In  com parison  with  governm ents o f  o ther  countries  the 
Chinese G ov ern m en t  has so fa r  done very litt le  indeed. Aside 
jjrom the m on th ly  grants given  b y  the prov inc ia l  governments.
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o f  K  wangtung and Fukien to  a few leper asylums and settlements 
there is on ly  one leper  co lo n y  built and maintained by  the m uni­
c ip a l  governm ent o f  Sw atow , and this  is a verv p o o r  one fro m  
the s tandpo int  o f  both  equipm ent and management.

I t  is interesting to  kn ow  that the H ealth  Service  o f  the 
P h il ip p in e  G overn m en t spent in 1929 1 ,201 ,000  pesos on  the  
maintenance o f  the Culion L ep er  C o lon y  and special leprosy 
treatm ent including the m anufacturing  and distribution  o f  the 
eth v l  esters, and another  125 ,000  pesos on leprosy  w o rk  on 
o th er  places out o f  its ap p rop r ia t ion  o f  3 ,730 ,426  pesos f r o m  
the Senate. In  o th er  words the H ealth  D epartm en t  o f  the 
P h i l ip p in e  G overn m en t spent over  o n e -th ird  o f  its annual 
budget in a year on its  f ight against leprosy . M ot  long ago the 
Japanese G overnm en t announeed that its H om e office was c o n ­
sidering  a plan o f  spending 37 ,000 ,000  yen with a v iew  to 
eradicat in g  leprosy  in the Japanese E m p ire  w ith in  30 years .  
Th e  examples o f  the P h il ipp in es  and Japan ought to  furnish 
good  f o o d  f o r  th ou ght to  the Chinese G overn m ent.

H o w  are the leper in s titu tio n s  in  C hina being su p p or ted ?

M o s t  o f  them are supported b v  the Mission to  Lepers 
(L o n d o n )  and the A m er ican  Mission to Lepers. S om e a ie  run 
b v  denom inational  boards and some b y  governm ent and local 
bodies. W it h  the rise o f  the Chinese Mission to  Lepers  th ere  
is an other  source  o f  support.

B I B L E  S C H O O L  A N D  O P I U M  B R E A K I N G  

A U X I L I A R Y  P R A Y E R  C O M P A N I O N S H I P

T a  H s i e n .

H a v in g  just returned f r o m  the d istr ic t  in which the C a m ­
paigns have been held it seems best to  send you  news at on ce .  
T h is  d is tr ic t  can  n ow  be d iv ided  in to  three areas, each w ith  its 
own church : San C h ’ing M iao; T o n g  Chia  K e o ;  Sbuang H o  
Chang.
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I n  San C h ’ing M iao  tw o  campaigns, both  ten ‘ l i ’ f r o m  the 
market, are just conc lud ing ; their  num bers  aggregate one hun dr­
ed and fifty. T h ere  is h ard ly  a fam ily  throu ghou t this d istr ict  
that  has n ot  been interested. On the m arket on ly  three families 
stand a loo f .  Som e ‘ li ’ distant from  the market as I  appreached 
I  heard parties o f  farm ers  singing hymns and choruses as they 
trod in the grow in g  rice. A t the Sunday m orn in g  service in the 
farmb'ouse that serves as a te m p o ra ry  church a con grega t ion  o f  
m ore  than three hundred gathered, while at H o  H si  and at 
Shuang H o  K e o  where the tw o  campaigns are in progress there 
were gatherings o f  m ore  than tw o  hundred and one hundred, 
to ta ll in g  roughly seven hundred people .

A t  T o n g  Chia iLeo, where the campaigns ceased tw o  m onths 
ago, the interested people num ber  about one hundred, but while 
they appear much in earnest there is perhaps a shallowness in 
m any, due, it  would  seem, to the lack o f  positive teaching. 
Meetings are held n ight ly  in the farm house that serves as the 
centre, and they hope soon to prepare suitable furniture f o r  use 
at services.

Xhuang H o  C h ’ang is the m arket in w h ich  the w ork  c o m ­
menced a year  ago ,  and it was the last centre  to be visited on 
this jou rn ey .  I t  was a j o y  to  see such evident grow th  in grace 
in the lives  o f  those who were changed in the last cam paign. 
T h e  first fervour  has naturally passed, but in a great m any its 
place has been taken by the healthier qualities o f  s tron g  faith  
and steady purpose. One feels that they have now a firm found­
ation  upon which a building of  G od  can be built. T h e  farmhouse 
in w hich  the services are held has been adm irab ly  adapted as a 
tem p ora ry  church  capable o f  seating about tw o  hundred. U n d e r  
M r .  Y an g 's  supervision some exce llent furniture has been made. 
E ven  the pulpit has an  invit ing  a ir  about it. A t  a council  m eet­
ing the build ing o f  a permanent church  was discussed and a 
site  chosen. M oney is being subscribed with a view' to b u ild in g  
in the autumn.

The last letter  mentioned that the w ork ers  were in need 
o f  rest. Th is  was very apparent on m eeting them again. The 
strain o f  such w o rk  carried  on f o r  m onths w ith ou t  cessation 
cou ld  n ot  but tell physically , and the mental strain is c o n s id e r ­
able . W e  m et early  one m orn in g  to discuss future plans, and I  
was led to  suggest th at  they to o k  a time o f  rest. In v ita t ion s  
had com e  f r o m  oth er  dis tr ict ,  and at first they were n o t  sure 
w hat to  do .  But a fter  con sideration  they feel that this is the 
wiser course, and some o f  the leaders are go in g  in a day o r  tw o  
to  a cou ntry  place f o r  rest and quiet.
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T h ree  o thers  have been invited  to  help in H sia  Pa K ’eo, 
one o f  our outstations, and they also w ill  leave in a day o r  two 
f o r  that  place.

Such results as have been witnessed durin g  the last few 
m onths are n o t  on lv  a cause f o r  th anksg iv ing  b ut  also f o r  fear . 
W e  are aware o f  the rage o f  the E nem y, and we d o  n ot  d ou b t  
that cou nter -attacks  will com e.  Indeed, some have already been 
-experienced, but n o t  w ith  loss. E ach  one o f  us interested in this 
w o r k  needs to take unto us the whole  a rm ou r  o f  G od  i f  we are 
to  h o ld  it and to  p r o te c t  it  f r o m  the E n em y .  T h e  dan ger that 
accom panies  all revivals is present; that o f  a certa in  class cu lt iv ­
ating  religious speech rather than religious experience .  Som e o f  
us have been feeling f o r  some t im e that special B ib le  school  w ork  
is needed in these three districts  if these new' believers are to  be 
strengthened in the faith. So a letter  of  in v itat ion  is being sent 
t o  P a s t o r  T s ’ai Fu  T ’su to spend a m on th  w ith  us in Septem ber 
and O c to b e r .  W e  feel th at  he can meet the need.

L e t  us thank G od  f o r  the w ork  that has been done and for  
the needs that have been met, and let  us pray  that these w ork ers  
m av  gain durin g  this t im e o f  rest strength  o f  body ,  m ind and 
Spirit f o r  the carrv ir jg  on o f  this work . T h e y  have begun in 
the Sp ir it ,  and we desire to  see them continue in the Sp irit .  
WTe can  make the wav easier f o r  them  b y ’pray ing always with all 
p rav er  and supplication  in the Sp ir it ,  and w atch in g  thereunto 
w ith  a ll  perseverance and supplicat ion . ’

F r e d  Skinner.

T H E  F I N D I N G  A N D  T R A I N I N G  O F  W O R K E R S  F O R  

E V A N G E L I S M  A N D  F O R  T H E  P A S T O R A T E .

T h e  E d i t o r  has th ou ght  it well  to  l im it  the enquiry  to the 
w o r k  o f  the last few  years, “ s a y  n o t  m ore  than ten” . W h a t  I  
have to  sav goes back, h ow ev er ,  som ew hat fu rther .  Our T h e ­
o lo g ic a l  S ch o o l  at P a o n in g  has n o t  been ‘ running ’ , as regards 
the n orm al course,  f o r  some few  years, though short  te rm  B ib le  
S ch oo ls  have been held.
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(A ) .  The fin d in g  o f  su ita b le  w orkers.

I  a m s u r e w e  shall all  regard  this  as o f  the utm ost im p o r t ­
ance. Charles S im eon  wrote, -when lam enting the dearth o f  
volunteers f o r  M issionary service, some 130 years ago, “ 1 see now 
w ho it is W h o  must send out the labourers” . T h e  source we 
find in Ephesians 4. " H e  gave— N o w  what has been our e x ­
perience along this line ? In  the beginnings of the w o r k  we used 
the materials  to  hand. There were some ‘d iam onds ’ , though in 
the rough, simple men, unlettered, but fervent in spirit,  w hom  
the Master waspleased to use, to  bring  others to C hrist .  There 
were others, who were not diam onds at all , and w ho turned out 
badly ,  b r in g in g  d iscredit ,  alas, on the N am e! One realizes the 
need o f  ourselves and the leaders am on g  ou r  Chinese brethren 
be ing on the look-out ,  quick to  discern those who have gifts arid 
grace, and are l ikely  to becom e leaders o f  others. 2s o dou bt 
B i b l e  S c h o o l s  h iv e  been a great  h e lp in  bringing these g ifts  to 
l ight,  vary ing  in length fro m  a few  days to u m onth  or  more. 
T h e  norm al procedure with us is f o r  candidates for  tra in in g  in 
the T h e o lo g ica l  College to  be proposed bv  their parish repre­
sentatives at the Annual D is tr i c t  Council meeting (|g the 
cases then to be discussed and voted on. T h is  is, o f  course, n ot  
free f r o m  the danger o f  “ ren ts ’ in g ” . Our best workers, a t least  
those o f  late rears, have been drawn fro m  the Chinese middle 
class.

A s  to educational qualifications, we have f o r  some time 
aimed at a M iddle  S ch oo l  standard, but have usually had to  be 
con ten t  with H ig h e r  P r im a ry .

A s  to  previous exp er ience  in Christian  w ork ,  most o f  our 
T h e o lo g i c a l  students have already taken part  in evangelistic  
campaigns, and same have helped in stations as paid or  h onorary  
w orkers .  Som e have been school  teachers.

(B ) .  4 s  io the actua l tra in in g . «

F o r  some rears  this was preceded bv a simple test en tran ce  
e xam inat ion  in St. M a tth ew ’s Gospel and Genesis and the Church 
Catechism . The course at the P a on in g  T h eo log ica l  College  
(w h ich  is a D iocesan  Institution , f o r  C .I .M . ,  C .M .S .  and
B .C .M .S .  students), has usually been fo r  two years. Some 
students, ( in  accord ance  witli a resolution passed some years 
ago ,  that a fter  a p er iod  o f  at  least one year in practica l  work , 
a fu rth er  course o f  one year m ight be taken,) have returned fo r  
a  second per iod .  But, owing to  the shortage o f  w ork ers  etc., 
n o t  m any have been able to  do  this. As to  the subjects  studied,
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the a im  o f  the co l leg e  has ever  been first and fo re m o s t  to  give 
a g o o d  B ib le  g rou nd in g ,  the greater  part  o f  th e 'S a c  red V o lu m e  
be ing  gone th rou gh  in detail, and the rest in outline, du ring  the 
tw o  years. T h e  pu b lic  reading o f  H o ly  Scripture  wasespecia ll  v 
emphasized. L ectu res  have been given on the C h u rch ’s worship , 
a g ood  part o f  the P r a y e r  B o o k  b e in g  taken. In  system atic  
T h e o lo g y  there have been selections f r o m  the 39 Art ic les .  T h e  
course also included Church  H i s t o r r  and A p o lo g e t ic s  w ith  o f  
course, H o m ile t ic s ,  the students, besides, speaking on passages 
in class and w r it in g  sermons, also tak ing m orn in g  prayers in 
turn. T h ey  were encouraged  bo g ive  ex p o s it io n s  o f  Scr iptu re  
ra th er  than to speak on isolated texts.

A s  to tex t  books, during  the last o f  the norm al lo n g co u r se s  
som e b o o k s  were used w r it ten  in a m ore  m od ern  style, D r .  Ivia  
Y u  M in g ’s be ing  specia lly  appreciated . S om e years ago  in 
response to  a request f r o m  the W estern  side o f  the Diocese 
(C .M .S . )  some lectures were given on  T each in g .  S om e instruc­
t ion  has usually been giveu in singing. A t  ou r  Sunday evening 
gatherings im portan t  subjects  have been discussed f r o m  time to 
tim e .

A s to  practica l  Christian w o rk  during the course o f  t ra in ­
ing, which we have always tr ied to  s tress :— the students have 
sometimes spoken to the hospital patients, and we have always, 
o r  a lm ost alwavs, had our street chapel go ing , w here  the men 
preached in turn. Besides this there was the vis ita tion  o f  
m arkets  and book -se ll ing ,  som e usually g o in g  once a week. 
F u rtherm ore ,  it  was f o r m e r ly  ou r  custom to  have a m id -term  
break , (the term usually lasted some 16 weeks, there be ing  tw o  
in the vear) ,  when parties o f  students, the P r in c ip a l  sometimes 
accom p a n y in g  one, went out f o r  tw o  o r  three days preaching.

A s  to  resu lts  observed in the w ork  since the training  was 
com p le ted ,  it  is a difficult m atter  to write  about ,  and one rather 
f o r  the Missionaries, in w hose respective districts  the men have 
been w ork in g ,  to  com m en t  on. T h e  13 Pastors,  w ho  to o k  the 
co l lege  course since the com m en cem ent,  are all still  in the w ork .  
One o f  them, o f  w hom  we mav say “ his praise is in the G ospel 
in a ll  the Churches” , goes everywhere  preaching the W o r d ,  
lo o k in g  on lv  to  the L o r d  to  supply his tem pora l  needs! A s  to 
the w ork  o f  others  ‘ the D ay  shall declare i t ’ . W e  have, o f  
course, to  m ourn o v e r  failures. S om e have le f t  the w o rk  to  
eneage  in business, some have fallen into sin and walk no  longer 
w ith  us, tw o  o r  three have im bibed  false teaching and have le ft  
us : but, besides the P a stors  re ferred  to  above, ab ou t  half  o f  
those trained are  still w o rk in g  as Evangelists. W h a t  one has-
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■w ritten has had special reference to the w ork  o f  the P aon in g  
T r a in in g  College. I  ought n o t  to o m it  to  mention the T h e o ­
logical Class conducted at Chengtu, which has been attended bv  
som e o f  the men, who fo rm e r ly  took  the P a on in g  College  course. 
Perhaps the E d i t o r  will be g iv in g  in form ation  about this.

In  reviewing the past one is conscious o f  failure, 110 d o u b t  
part ly  attr ibutab le  to  the w ron g  sort o f  men having been sent 
up and accepted f o r  training. In some cases, as was a fterw ards  
show n, ‘ the root  o f  the m atter ’ does not sesm to have been in 
them I Th ere  were others who were evidently  not called to  the 
w ork ,  and in some cases their  motives were questionable .  A s 
to one ’s own personal failure, one regrets n ot  having go t  m ore  
into personal touch  with  each student, and also that  there was 
not m ore  instruction  given as to how to  win men fo r  C h r is t !  I  
ou ght perhaps to  have m entioned that,  f o r  a few years, annual 
exam inations were held in the various centres f o r  ex-students on 
some sub ject  o r  subjects  set f o r  study.

" C . H .  P a r s o k s .

(.Formerly Principal Paoning D iocesan Training College.)

I M P R E S S I O N S  F K O  2vl T B E  N A T I O N A L  

C H R I S T I A N  C O U N C I L

L. K a r l  W i l l m o t t

The N a tion a l C risis.

A new spir it  is ab roa d  in China tod ay ,— a spirit  o f  in ­
difference, o f  hopelessness, o f  insufficiency. The  national self 
confidence o f  a few  vears ago has changed to  penitence. 
Septem ber,  1931, marks the turning point.  The  people have 
watched step  a fter  step o f  J a p a n ’s aggression, and yet the 
governm ent apparently  has no po licy .  On the o th er  hand, the 
people  undertook  a Japanese b o v co t t  w hich  has fa i led : im ports  
fr o m  Japan have actual] v inc reased ! T h ey  have tried to  support 
the “ volunteers”  in M anchuria  against Japan and have c o n ­
tr ibuted on lv  a million and half dollars, while m ore  than that 
am ou nt has been sent by Chinese abroad. On the day Jehol  fell
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to  the Japanese arm y, Chinese govern m ent bonds actually  rose 
in p r i c e ! — as if  to  say, “ T h a t  p r o b le m ’s se t t le d ; le t ’s get on  
w ith  ou r  business.”

U n d er  o rd in a rv  circum stances nearly  three quarters of  
C h in a ’s farm ers  do  n ot  get sufficient incom e to meet their  reeds. 
T o d a y  in large areas they  cannot sell their  p r o d u c ts :  the pr ice  
o f  rice is just h a l f  its usual pr ice  in central China, and co t ton  
is stacked up w ait ing  a market .  Even  at the ex o rb i ta n t ly  high 
rates o f  interest c o m m o n  in China, the farm ers  ca n n ot  obta in  
any  cred it .  In  N a n k in g  there are said to be 70 ,000  young people 
lo o k in g  f o r  em p loym ent .  Th is  sp r in g  in Shanghai there was 
an advertisem ent f o r  a c lerk  wanted, and 800  applied to take 
the necessary exam in ation .  A nd  in spite o f  these con dit ions ,  
po l i t ica l  fac t ion s  and rival m il itary  leadersare  at w a r  with  each 
o t h e r !  M ilitarism  eats in to  the life  o f  the nation.

T h is  is the present situation as it was sketched b y  speakers 
and b ro u g h t  more v iv id ly  to ou r  a ttention  in discussion g ioups 
a t  the 1933 bi ennial m eeting o f  the N a tion a l  Christian  Council  
in  Sungkiang in M av. I n  its face one m ight have expected  to  
feel im potence  and hopelessness. Y e t  confidence and assurance 
were the essence o f  the sp ir i t  o f  the Council .

A n d  what effect has this situation on the  l ife  o f  the people? 
D is illusionm ent has replaced their hopeful enthusiasm, and their 
confidence in China and her leaders. W h a t  is the “ way o u t ” ? 
E very w here  the sincere quest is f o r  a “ c h ’u lu ” . As never be fore  
you ng  China is ready to learn. B u t many are “ lett ing  g o ” : “ Mo 
fa  chu i”  has them in its grip ,  and thev are turning to excesses : 
ga m blin g ,  dr ink, sex, suicide. A certa in  panic to g ra b  all one 
can f o r  oneself while it  is possib le  has spread like a cancer. And 
v e t a l o n g w i t h  this is a n ew  readiness to  serve. Students are 
keen to  do  som eth in ?  w orth  while  f o r  th e ir  com m u n ity  and 
th e ir  co u n try .  W h e r e  is  there an o p p o r t u n i iy ?  W’ hat can 
thev do  ?

W h a t  a p r iv i lege  it  was to  sit in C ou n cil  with some o f  the 
strongest leaders in China ! N e a r lv a  hundred were there from  
twelve p r o v in ce s ;  f r o m  H ainan and M u k d e n ,f ro m  Szechuan and 
F o o c h o w .  W i t h  what c la r ity  o f  vision and d eterm ination  f o r  
a c t ion  they  faced these problem s ! N o  time was lost  over  even 
the m ention  o f  th eo log ica l  differences. N o t  th es l ig h tes t  feeling 
o f  racial d ifference hindered the fearless handling  o f  these ques­
t ions  o r  l im ited  the sp ir i t  o f  c lose  coop e ra t io n  in w ork in g  
tow a rd  th e ir  solution. I  fe l t  that we were one  b ro th e rh o o d  
w ith  on e  purpose, keenly conscious o f  the reality  o f  the crisis, 
and determ ined  to th ro w  in every th ing  we h ad ,ind iv idu a lly  and 
co l lect ive ly ,  to help the Church  m ove  tr ium phantly  f o rw a rd .
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T he C risis o f  the C h ris tia n  M ovem ent.

W h a t  a challenge is presented to  the Christian Church  by 
this  nat iona l  situation ! I>iscouragen.ent must be replaced by 
hope, d isil lusionm ent by  assurance, a lack o f  self confidence by  
fa i th — faith that will face the facts  ana will strive fo rw a rd  in 
the con v ic t io n  that there is a “ way out .1 T hey  are “ as sheep 
which have no shepherd .”  T h e  Church must bring them to the 
G reat  Sheph erd— Jesus— T h e W a v .  A nd  if  the Christian 
Church does not give the opp ortu n ity  f o r  service, where w il l  it 
be found ? I f  the Christian Church  has not a p rog ra m  fo r  
socia l reconstruction  that will appeal to vouth. and fire their 
im aginat ion  to  com plete  dev ot ion ,  who h a s ?  Communism has 

■a definite program  which is understood : it can give vouth a 
place in its m ov e m e n t ;  it is well organized and calls f o r th  the 
sp ir i t  o f  adventure and sacrif ice. Is Japan fo r c in g  China into 
the arms o f  Russia  ? A n d  when Com munism com es will it find 
C hrist ian ity  in C h ina  som ething w hich  m ight as well be tossed 
aside, o r  som ething which is essential ? N o t  that it was felt 
th a t  the Church  should oppose Com m unism  in all its phases, but 
we fe lt  that anyth ing  based upon a fundamental ph ilosoph y  
w hich  is anti-relig ious can never becom e the centra), unify ing  
f o r c e  in l ife , and th erefore  can not  but be regarded as an 
in com plete  answer to  these vital problem s.

Th e  national crisis  and the rise o f  Communism and oth er  
rival systems o f  th ou g h t  and life  constitute  tw o  fa c to rs  in the 
cr is is  o f  the Christian M ovem ent.  A  th ird  is the econ om ic  
breakdow n  throu ghou t the w orld  which has resulted in greatly  
reduced budgets and church  subsidies. W h i le  this  f a c to r  was 
n ot  considered to  be o f  as fundamental a nature as the others, 
vet  it  has made m ore  urgent the demand f o r  prom pt  and perhaps 
drast ic  a ct ion  in re -th inking together  the whole  w ork  o f  the 
Church .

A  fourth  fa c to r  is the general situation within  the Church. 
A  g r e i t  num ber o f  Christians do not feel the need o f  a Church ! 
I t  is n o t  supplying their  needs. Instead o f  a vital,  dynamic 
message, they are gett in g  “ co ok ed -ov er  rice"’ : instead o f  a close 
fe l lo w sh ip  w ithin  the C hurch  which supplies spiritual power, 
there  is all too  often  a strained relation am on g  the mem bers ; 
instead o f  opportunit ies  f o r  free ly  given service, much o f  it is 
o n  the b a rg a in in g  basis : I ’ ll do  this  extra  piece o f  w ork  if  the
C h u rch  will give me so much more salary ; and instead o f  
h o ld in g  the con v ic t ion  that the Christian Church is tremendously 
con cern ed  about socia l  con d it ions  and the way peop le  l ive ,  and 
th a t  i t  has a definite p r o g ra m  in which they  can have a place,
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young  people  are quietly leaving the Church  b y  the back d o o r  
w ith ou t  cr it ic ism , with on lv  indifference. Th is  is by no means 
the s ituation  th roughou t the whole Church, but is com m on  
enough  to  make one realize the “ d a n g er”  in the “ cris is1'as  well 
as the ‘ 'o p p o r t u n it y . ”  These two aspects o f  a c r is is— danger 
and op p ortu n ity ,  con ta ined  in the Chinese w o rd  f o r  “ cr is is ’ , 
were referred to again and again.

“ W e  stand at the end o f  one era and at the open ing  o f  
an oth er .”  “ The  cr is is  in missions and the Christian  Church is 
real.”  “ P eop le  in general have passed the cr it ica l  stage and 
are ready to  listen —  ready f o r  anyth ing that will help .”  “ I t  
seems to  be a crisis o f  opp ortu n ity  ; w ill  the Church  be able to 
meet the opp ortu n ity  ? ”  “ I t  is n ot  a tem p ora ry  crisis, i t  is as 
serious a time as the R e fo r m a t io n  ; en tire ly  new adjustm ents 
are necessary.”  Such are some o f  the quotations I  find in my 
note  book  w hich  indicate  the fee l in g  o f  seriousness and urgency 
w hich  underlay the C o u n c i l ’s search f o r  the “ way o u t ” fo r  the 
C h urch .

The F in d in g  o f  the C ouncil.

P erh a p s  I  should t i t le  this paragraph “ M y  Findin gs  at the 
C ou n c i l , ”  because there was an unusual paucity  o f  recorded  
resolutions this year, and an unusually rich sp ir i t— a li fe -g iv ing  
fe llow ship , a con v ic t ion  that the Church  can  meet the situation, 
and a determ ination  to see this th ing  through. But “ we cannot 
go  further  until we go  deeper.”  One m ethod which seemed to  
g ive  prom ise  o f  a idings in develop ing  the religious experience  
o f  the leaders o f  the Church  was m entioned  again and again ,—  
fe l low ship  in small groups. A n d  in this con nect ion  the O x fo rd  
G rou p  .Movement was suggested as b r in g in g  “ some o f  the very 
things we most need in our churches and schools  in China : a 
v iv id  sense o f  the reality o f  G od  in da ily  li fe, a fearless dealing  
w ith  sin, emphasis on quiet tiroes f o r  prayer  and B ib le  study, 
the m akin g  o f  im pregnab le  ch aracter  intense loya lty ,  team 
w o r k  and coop era t ion ,  boundless opp ortun it ies  f o r  the layman 
and a n e w  warm th, co lo r ,  friendliness, and adventure in rel­
igious l ife .”

R on ald  Rees, secretary  in the X .C .C .R .E . ,  in speaking  o f  
the C h u rch ’s need f o r  what the G roups cou ld  bring ,  and rea l iz ­
ing that cr it ic ism  often  obscures it, expressed the hope  that the 
C h urch  m ight n o t  be i ike  the Brit ish  T o m m y  w ho was havinsr 
som e difficulty with his drunken pal, when a passer-by  im plored  
h im  not to tr e a t  him so roughly .  “ P o o r  man, h e ’s s ick ,”  she 
said, “ I  on ly  wish I ’a d ’a r f ’ is c o m p la in t , ” answered the soldier .
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A  con siderab le  por t ion  o f  the time o f the Council  meeting 
was devoted to small fe l low ship  groups. The} '  did n ot  fo l low  
the m ore  cr it ic ized  m ethods o f  the Groups ; f o r  exam ple,  I  did 
not hear any confession  of  personal sins, but thev did give us a 
spiritual d v n a m ic— both  in div idually  ana corp ora te ly .

Evan'/' lism .

I 'u r in g  the discussion o f  this top ic  there were three things 
that part icu larly  impressed me. First., that the term  “ evangel­
ism ’ ' is to  Vie thought o f  in a much wider sense than fo rm er ly .  
I ts  a im is not ju s t  to let non-Christ ians hear the gospel, nor  
yet  is it only  to  con vert  a man to  a new life in God, but also 
to  foster  continuous grow th  in understanding and do in g  the w ill  
o f  G od, in new relations o f  love with his fe l low -m en , in d iscern ­
ment o f  new wavs o f  l iv ing  that are in a ccordance  with the 
mind o f  Jesus, and in determ ination  to wage w ar on the evils 
o f  soc ie ty .  A n d  this aim is n o t  on ly  to  be d irected tow ard  
adults but tow ards all periods and areas o f  man's l ife , towards 
ch ildren ,  young  people and adults, in the church , the school ,  
the home, and the com m u nity .  W i t h  that definition “ evange­
lism ”  and “ religious education”  b ecom e  synonym ous in my mind, 
and did, I think, in the mind o f  Lhe Council ,  f o r  it recom m ends 
“ that the principles and m ethods o f  education  should be applied 
m ore  e f fect ively  to our evangelistic  work, and that full advantage 
should be taken o f  the exist ing  m ach inery  o f  the N .C .C .R .E .  
(the  N a tion a l  C om m ittee  f o r  Christian R elig ious  Education  in 
C h ina) ,  and the H o m e  C om m ittee  and Rural L i fe  C om m ittee  
o f  the N a tion a l  Christian  C ou ncil . ”

The  second th ing that impressed me was the emphasis on 
the fac t  that the church  m em bersh ip  should be a “ f o r c e , 1 not 
a “ fie ld ,” -— “ a str ik ing  f o rce  to turn the w orld  upside dow'n ( o r  
rightside up !), not a field fo r  professionals to w’ork  upon, but 
a f o r ce  o f  evangelists, ed u ca tion a l evan gelists  in w hom  enthus­
iasm and skill find a happy co m bin a t ion .”  Such i« n ot  the 
present situation  in the Church. “ The Church  is always recru it­
ing ait a rm y  that never goes out to  f ight .”  A n d  if  we have not 
g iven  our church  m em bers  the dynam ic  and the means to help 
o th e r  people  to  be Christians, have we n ot  given them som e­
th ing less than Christ ian ity  ?

I  was struck fo r ce fu l ly  with the idea that “ men are saved 
to  serve” . A n d  that the service should “ be a long three lines, 
w hich  are seen to  con verge  in to  a fundamental u n ity :

(a) Chan ging  the individual lives of men, so that G od and 
n o t  self becom es  the centre  and there is com plete  surrender and 
ded ica t ion  o f  all f o r  love o f  H im .
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(b )  C hangin g  the every day  in fo rm a l  relationships  o f  men 
w ith  each  o th e r  so that each man loves his n e ig h b o r  as himself.

( c )  Changing the organizad system o f  relationships o f  the 
com m u n ity  o f  men and nations, social,  e co n o m ic  and p o li t ica l ,  
so that ign orance ,  disease, p ov erty  and selfishness d o  n ot  
separate men from  G od  and f r o m  each  o th er ,  and so th at  all the 
institutions o f  our co m m o n  l ife  express the quality  o f  love,  and 
m ou ld  the ch aracter  o f  men.

“ Som e will  say, this is tak ing us fa r  from  evangelism. But 
w here  can  we s top  short  o f  the full  im pact  o f  the l i fe  o f  G od on 
the l i fe  o f  men ?"’

T h ird ly ,  if  “ we believe it to be o f  supreme im por tance that 
the lay m em bers  o f  the C h urch  as well  as pastors should enter  
in to  such an experience as w ill  make them evangelists by life  
and w o r d ” , and that  they  should “ receive fresh insp iration  and 
a new vision  o f  h o w  to  do  educational eva n ge l ism ”  the i m ­
p or tan ce  o f  training  com es  v iv id ly  to the fore .  Does not our 
tra in ing  p rogra m  need to  be re-exam ined and changed and 
re-created so that it w i l l  be able to meet the new d em and s?  I t  
must n ot  on ly  give men and w om en  a th o ro u g h  grasp o f  the 
Christian message, but equip them b y  prac t ica l  experience  to 
m eet  the needs o f  our grea t  rural and c itv  populations, and 
develop  in them  spiritual quality and the capacity  to  study, 
th in k  and  grow .  “ K n o w le d g e  o f  the message is n ot  enough. 
T o  be a socia l  engineer  is not enough. T h e  personality  and 
soul o f  the w ork er  h im self  is a vital f a c to r  we must never  o v e r ­
l o o k . ”  Th is  leads us to the next  top ic .

R e l ig i o u s  E d u c a t io n .

A t  the N .C .C .  m eeting  it was stated that there had been 
m ore  advance  in religious edu cation  in the last two years than 
in any  o th e r  part  o f  the Christ ian  m ovem en t.  T h is  was said 
to  be largelv  due to the n ew ly  fo rm ed  N .C .C .R .E .  (N a t io n a l  
C o m m it te e  f o r  Christ ian  R e l ig iou s  E d u ca t io n  in China). A s  I  
h ad  attended the annual m eeting o f  this  com m ittee ,  w hich  was 
held fo r  fo u r  days im m ediate ly  preceding the N .C .C .  and had 
g o t  to know  its tw en ty  five m em bers  w h o  were present, I  was 
n ot  surprised. T h e  m eeting  o f  the  N . C . C .R .E .w a s a  revelation 
and an in sp ira t ion  as well  as a de lightfu l  e x p er ien ce .  L it t le  
had I  realized the accom plish m en ts  in religious edu cation  in 
China during  the last tw o  years since this orga n iza t ion  was 
fo r m e d .

T h e  N . C . C . R . E .  is n ow  the unit f o r  China o f  the W o r l d  
Sunday S ch oo l  U n i o n — one o f  its f o r ty -e ig h t  national m em ber
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organizations.  A t  the m eeting in R,io de Janeiro  last M ay 
there was,a specia l meeting at which Dr. Chester M iao, re ­
presenting this, the youngest national organ ization , was 
in troduced  to R o b e r t  Raikes,  the founder o f  the Sunday School  
in England 150. vears ago, who was represented bv his lantern, 
w hich  was lit  and banded to Dr.  .Miao in an impressive service.

I  wish I  could  take time to  tel] you about the num ber o f  
churches in the east which have one, two, and three full-time 
religious education  secretar ies;  o f  the num ber o f  institutes f o r  
leadersh ip  training a lready held and o f  those planned f o r  the 
c o m in g  y e a r ( f o r e x a m p ie ,  the two religious education secretaries 
o f  the M ethodist Church South are plannini;  fo r  th irty  short 
term  schools during  the next twelve months); o f  the new material 
a lready produced and in preparation , so that a fte r  a year o r  
perhaps tw o  we shall have a  com parative ly  large amount o f  rich 
m ateria l  f o r  every  phase o f  religious e d u ca t ion ;  o f  the grow th  
o f  the Relig ious  E ducation  Fellowship , an in form al organization  
o f  Chinese and fore ign ers  who are connected w ith  or  deeply 
•concerned with religious education  in China, and how' valuable 
i t  has become to its mem bers. I  would like to  tell you  all this 
as T feel it, and you would not find it  slow reading but tre m e n d ­
ously encouraging. 5 can  on ly  suggest that i f  vou  are c o n ­
cerned, vou w rite  to  me about jo in in g  the F e llow sh ip ,  and in 
th e ir  pub lications  you  will get all the good  news.

R u ra l W ork

The rural w ork  o f  the Church  took a large and prom in ent 
place in the de liberat ions.  T h is  was natural,  o f  course, because 
o f  the vastness o f  the rural problem  in China. But an enthusiasm 
and determ in at ion  was added by those w ho had attended the 
T ingh sien  Institute  where they studied f o r  tw o weeks that out 
standing piece o f  w o rk  be ing done by J im m ie  Y en ,  one o f  our 
Szechuan Christian  bovs,  and his staff,  w ith  rural people, in 
tran s form in g  them into  literate, cooperating  citizens. Everyone  
w h o  is c on cern ed  ab ou t  the rural church  will find the eleven 
pages o f  recom m endations care fu lly  w orked out by  the Institute 
v ery  w orth  while as well as inspiring.

T h e  N . C . C .  f e l t  s tron gly  that the rural church  should in­
c o r p o r a te  in to  its w ork  much o f  the Tinghsien  program , and 
with  that in view is urging its mem bers (constituent churches) 
to  exp er im en t  in at least one rural com m unity  parish. By 
reading F. L .  Ch ang ’s article , “ Christian Leaven in R u ra l  
Ch ina” , in the M a y  1933 C h i n e s e  R e c o r d e r ,  you w ill  get a 
•clear idea o f  what is meant, and o f  its possibilit ies, but you  may
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n ot  experience  the thr i l l  o f  enthusiasm that one gets when 
1 istening to  Mr. C han g  and others who have first, hand kn ow led ge  
o f  such exoerirnents. The  Church ca n  becom e the vital centre  
o f  the com m unity ,  renewing l i fe  and lives. And even the 
question o f  se lf -support  is largely  so lved , fo r the church  becom es 
so essential to  its m em bers  that thev w il l ing ly  support it with 
m on ey ,  time, and energy.

P rogram  and, C oopera tion

B y the time this top ic  was in trod uced  in the  Council  we 
were m ore  than ready f o r  it. T h in k ing  on lv  in terms o f  
individual churches o r  denom inations,  the Church  does seem 
im poten t in the face  o f  the eollossal task before  it. _Not on lv  
does the present financial s tr ingency  demand p r o m p t  co o p e ra t iv e  
action . W h en  we looked  out on the needs o f  China, and 
especia lly  the you th  o f  China, and then at the C hurch  with its 
lack o f  vita) methods aud the absence o f  a unified socia l p r o ­
g r a m — one w hich  will appeal to  vouth  as w orth y  o f  their  c o m ­
plete devotion ,  we realized keenly how im perative  and urgent 
coop era t ion  is.

On the part  o f  the churches and boards o f  d if ferent  c o m ­
munions it  means, says John  R .  M ott ,  “ n oth ing  less thau a 
greatly  accelerated pace in actual poo l in g ,  n ot  on ly  o f  experience 
and ideas, but a lso  o f  men, money, and o th er  resources.”

Gan  we coop era te  ? One Chinese leader said, “ I t  is apparent 
to  all that coop era t ion  is urgently  needed. W h a t 's  the m atter  
w ith  C h r is t ia n ity ?  Dnes it g o  bad when it  com es to  China, 
like so many o th e r  th in g s ?  A r e  the Chinese people  fu n d a m en t­
ally incapable o f  c o o p e r a t io n ? "  I  cou ld  n ot  help but w on d er  
w hether w e fo re ign  missionaries had g iven  them a g ood  lead in 
this d irect ion .

Th e  N .C .C .  is n ot  u rg ing  that we go quite as fa r  as D r ,  
M o t t  suggests, but  it  does look  f o r  a large  extension  in th earea  
o f  coop era tion .  I t  recom m ends  mutual consu ltat ion  between 
missions and churches as to (1 )  the best wav o f  carry in g  out 
inevitable  re tren ch m en ts ;  (2 )  the m ost prom is in g  way o f  re ­
organ iz in g  the w o r k  con cerned  ; and (3 )  wavs o f  securing the 
m axim um  results f r o m  the co o p e ra t iv e  use o f  the ir  com bin ed  
resources. In  line w ith  the th ird ,  a specif ic  re com m en dation  
ca lls  upon all churches and institutions in a g iven  area t o  
coop era te  with one an other  in p oo l in g  their  exp ert  personnel 
f o r  the service o f  all  the rural parishes in the area, through the 
f o r m a t io n  o f  a rural service union, such as the N o r t h  China 
Rural S e rv ice  U n ion .
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The N ext Step fo r  Szechuan .

W h a t  does all th is mean f o r  us ? W e  can not  be con tent to  
continue in our o ld wavs. W'e cannot  be indifferent to  the 
challenge o f  new ideas and methods. But what can we d o ?

A f t e r  tw o meetings o f  the U n ivers ity  Campus com m unity  
it was dec ided that a com m ittee  be asked to  prepare discussion 
outlines on the problem s raised in this report, with the in tention  
that groups would be form ed  at summer resorts or  in loca l  
com m unities .  I t  was fe lt  that the first step was a thorou gh ,  
coop era t ive  studv o f  the present situation and o f  the various 
recom m en dations  and how to app lv  them to Szechuan. Out o f  
such a studv con crete  proposals  are looked  for .  The  com m ittee  
th ou gh t  that am on g  the fore ign  missionaries in Szechuan there 
m ight be quite a n u m ber  w ho would like to see and perhaps use 
these outlines, so ther  have been sent to  everyone. (E x tr a  
copies, o r  cop ies  in Chinese, rnav- be had from  the w riter .)

The  Szechuan Christian  Council  held a d a y ’s retreat to  
th ink and ta lk  tog eth er  about the significant things com in g  to 
us f ro m  the N .C .C .  meeting. O w ing  to the uncertainty o f  the 
situation in the c ity  on that dav there was on ly  a small num ber 
present, but these twentv  odd , representing five o f  the missions 
in Szechuan, spen ta  ve r r  profitable dav. T w o  definite proposals 
cam e out o f  the d iscussion: (1 )  that the S .C .C . should organize
a grou p  o f  twenty  or  th ir t y  o f  the leaders o f  the different 
churches to meet regularlv, perhaps once a m onth  during the 
co m in g  vear, to re-studv the Christian  task in Szechuan ; (2)  
th at  the S .C .C . should call a con ference  o f  all those specially  
concerned  about the rural w ork  o f  the Church, with a view to 
formi!>! a rural service union and in it ia t ing  a coop erative ly -  
run rural com m u nity  parish.

This is an encouraging start. "W e cannot  afford  to  ignore 
the urgencv  o f  the challenge. Is  the Church in  Szechuan go in g  
to  meet the “ o p p ortu n ity ”  in the present “ crisis” ? I t  is, only 
i f  vou  w il l  j o i n  in this coop era t ive  a ttem pt to re-th ink and 
re -v iv i fy  the w o r k  o f  our C hristian  Church in China and in your 
com m u nity .
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D I S C U S S I O N  O U T L I N E S .

D ra w n  up f o r  use in  C h engtu  and in  the S zechuan  

H o lid a y  R e to r ts .

I .  E v a n g e l i s m .

( I f  available, refer  to  the rep ort  o f  an N .C .C .  Com m ission  
on E vange lism  and C hristian  N u r t u r e — “ T h e  M eaning of 
E van ge l ism ” ).

1. W h a t  is the C h u rch ’s purpose o r  goa l  o f  evangelism ? In 
part icu lar ,  ■what is it f o r  (a)  ch u rch  m em bers ,  ( b )  n o n ­
Christian  adults, ( c )  ch i ld ren  ?

T h e  N .C .C .  p laced on record  the f o l lo w in g  :

“ W e  believe that our evangelistic  a im  should be 
d irected tow ards  all per iods  and areas o f  m an ’s life, tow ards 
ch ildren ,  you ng  people ,  and adults, in the church , the 
sch oo l ,  the hom e and the com m u n ity  ; that the pr incip les  
and m ethods  o f  education  should be applied m ore  e f fect ively  
to  our evan ge l is t ic  w o r k . ”

2. I s  this  d if ferent  f r o m  w hat  has been the assumed meaning 
o f  “ evan gelism ” ? I f  so, state c learly  the d i f ference?  
D o  you  agree  with the above  s ta t e m e n t?

3 .  T o  w hat classes in soc ie ty  should evangelis t ic  e f for t  be 
ch ie f ly 'd ire c te d  ? W h y ?

4. Enum erate  the m ethod s  o f  evanglism . W h ic h  o f  these 
are  app licab le  and m ost  effective w ith  eaeh o f  the fo l lo w in g  
g r o u p s :  (1 )  gentry ,  (2 )  officials, (3 )  schoo l  teachers, (4 )  
shop-keepers ,  ( 5 )  apprentices ,  (6 )  artisans, (7 )  farmers, 
(8 )  coo l ies ,  (9 )  wives o f  ea ch  o f  the above  classes, (10 )  
adolescents, (1 1 )  ch ildren .

5. W h a t  are the s tron g  and the weak p o in ts  o f  each  o f  the 
f o l l o w in g  m e t h o d s : preaching hall ,  op e n -a ir  preaching, 
general t r ac t  d is t r ib u t io n ,  h ouse -to -hou se  v is it ing , “ one-
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b v -on e”  evangelism, schoo l  vis it ing, and any o th er  methods 
mentioned above  ?

“ T h e  d irec t ion  o f  the service  into w hich  we should 
lead the fo l lo w e rs  o f  C h r is t  will  be a long three lines which 
are seen to con verge  into a fundamental unity :

(a) C hanging the individual lives o f  men, so that God 
and n o t  self  becom es the centre  and there is com plete  
surrender and ded ica tion  o f  all f o r  love o f  H im .

( b )  Chan ging  the every d a y  in fo rm a l  relationships o f  
men w ith  each  o th er  so that each man loves his ne ighbor  
as himself .

( c )  C hangin g  the organized system o f  relationships 
o f  the com m u nity  o f  men and nations, social, e con om ic  
and poli t ica l ,  so th a t  ignorance ,  disease, p o v e r ty  and 
selfishness do n ot  separate men fro m  G od and from  each 
o ther ,  and so that all the institutions o f  ou r  co m m o n  l ife  
■express the quality o f  love, and mould the ch a ra cter  o f  
men.” — The M eaning o f  Evangelism , page, 25.

'6. In  h o w  fa r  has the church  led its indiv idual mem bers to 
believe that they a ie  each responsible f o r  this type of 
-service? Should  it be e x p e c te d ?  H o w  m igh t  each m em ­
ber  be led to realize this r esp on s ib i l i ty ?

-7. Should there be a lon ger  p er iod  o f  p r oba t ion  and a result­
ant h igher standard f o r  church  m e m b e rsh ip ?

Th e  N .C .C .  minutes con ta in  the fo l l o w in g  :
“ I t  is our con v ic t io n  that no evangelism how ever  

sk il l fu l  and well  organ ized  can  succeed unless there be a 
real and deepening C hristian  experience  in the leaders o f  
the C h urch .  W e  believe it to be o f  supreme im portance  
that the lav  m em bers  o f  the C hurch  as well  as the pastors 
should en ter  in to  such an exp er ience  as w ill  make them 
evangelists by  l i fe  and w ord .

“ A s means b y  w hich  bo th  pastors and laym en may 
receive fresh  in sp iration  and a new vision o f  b ow  to do 
edu cationa l  evangelism , we suggest the developm ent o f  
three th in g s :  fe l low sh ip  in small groups, team evangelism 
and tra in in g  institutes.

8. D oes  the first paragraph  above  vo ice  your  c o n v i c t i o n ?  
W h e r e in  does  it  d if fer  fr o m  the general prac t ice  o f  the 
C h urch  ?
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W h a t  is the p art icu lar  value in each o f  the three m ethods 
suggested to give insp iration  and new vis ion to  both  
p a l lo r s  and la y m e n ?  H av e  you  any o th er  suggestions?

I l b o w  fa r  should there be a special inner c ir c le  o f  these 
v.Th i have been a d m itte d  in to  Church  m em bersh ip  with 
much c loser  fe l low ship  than is now c o m m o n ?

W h a t  emphases and methods o f  the O x fo r d  G rou p  M o v e ­
m ent m igh t  prove  successful in the w ork  o f  you r  ch urch  ? 
( See “ F o r  Sinner O n lv ”  and ‘ -The Challenge o f  ihe O x fo r d  
G rou p M o v e m e n t— an A t te m p t  a t  A p p ra isa l , ' ’ a small 
pam ph let  published nv the R  verson  Press, T o r o n t o ) .

W h a t  should be the att itude o f  the Christ ian  evangelist 
(in the widest sense o f  the term ) tow ard  the non-C hrist ian  
religions ?

W h a t  use can be made in evangelism  of  the best elements 
in Chinese cu lture ?

I I .  T H E  P R O G R A M  O F  T H E  C H U R C H .

W h a t  p os it ion  should a church  oceupv in (a)  an urban, and
(b )  a rural com m u n ity  ?

D o  you  con sider  that the church  is m akin g  a definite 
im pression  on the socia l l i fe  o f  vour a r e a ?  O r  is it true 
th at  we are in trod u cin g  “ a serm on ic  church  that does not 
fit Chinese s o c ie t v ” ?

W h a t  social service activ ities  o f  (a) urban and (b )  rural 
churches have you  found to be  m o r e  o r  less successful in 
vou r  area ?

W h a t  is the con tr ib u t io n  t o  the  l i fe  o f  the church  o f  the 
dispensing o f  m edicines  bv  church  w ork ers  w ithout medical 
t r a in in g  ?

Th e  N .C .C .  recom m ends  that the fo l lo w in g  three 
aspects o f  the w ork  o f  the ch urch  in these davs should 
receive  sp ecia l  em p ha s is :  (a)  w o r k  w ith  you th ,  especially 
youth  in the ch urch , ( b )  the rural w o r k  o f  the ch urch ,  ( c )  
C h ris t ian iz in g  the hom e.
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5. Do you  agree w ith  this r e c o m m e n d a t io n ?  W h y ?

I d regard to  the rural w ork  o f  the Church , the N .C .C .  
r e c o m m e n d s :

(a)  that l i t e ra cy  w o r k  be recognized as one o f  the 
Church 's  m a jo r  tasks and adequate personnel and finance 
be prov ided  f o r  its p rosecu t ion ;

(b) that each church exper im ent iD at least one  rural 
com m u n ity  parish ;

( c )  that rural workers b e  given specialized tra in ing  to 
en ab le  them  to  meet m ore  adequately  the dem ands o f  rural 
m in is try  ;

(d )  that all churches in a given area coop era te  with 
one a n other  in “ p o o l in g ”  their  “ e x p e r t ”  personnel f o r  the 
service  o f  all  the rural parishes in the area, pre fe ra b ly  
throu gh  the fo rm a t ion  o f  a rural service  union, such as the 
N o r t h  China Christian R ura l  Serv ice  U n io n .  I t  is hoped 
that these mav be developed in . . .  . and W e s t
China in the near future.

6. A re  we now  putting sufficient emphasis on l i teracy  w o r k ?  
W h a t  are the reasons f o r  and against every  loca l  church  
running at least one s ch oo l  f o r  i l l i tera tes?

7. In  how  far  is the scheme o f  the R ural C om m u n ity  Parish  
pract icab le  in the rather d if ferent con d it ions  in Szechuan ? 
(S ee  Chinese R e c o r d e r ,  M ay 1 9 3 3 — “ C hristian  Leaven in 
R u r a l  C h ina ) .  W o u ld  the organ ization  o f  such a p ro je c t  
great lv  fu r th e r  the w ork  o f  the church  in your  area ? 
W h e r e  and h ow  cou ld  it be started ?

8. G en era l ly  speaking, in h ow  far  are rural w ork ers  fitted fo r  
their  respon sib il it ies?  H o w  m igh t  they be trained to  be 
m ore  ab le  to  meet the needs o f  their  com m u nit ies?

9. D o  vou  th ink  that a rural service  union should be organized 
in W e s t  C h in a ?  If so, what suggestions have you  a long 
this line ?

In  regard to S tew ard sh ip  the N .C .C .  recom m ends 
that it include five emphases : (1)  prayer, (2 )  time, (3 )
m on ey ,  (4 )  paren thood ,  and (5 )  l ife , and that “ the program  
o f  stewardsh ip  be b rou gh t  to  the attention  o f  all Christians 
aside f r o m  specif ic  appeals  f o r  funds, as a part  o f  their  
regular education , as a spiritual m atter  that should have
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con stant a ttent ion ,an d that loca l  study groups be  o rg a n ­
ized f o r  the  study o f  this  question, and that the constituent 
churches be asked to  set up com m it tees  f o r  the studv and 
p r o m o t io n  o f  s tew a rd sh ip .”

10. H as  you r  ch urch  g iven  this question any  special emphasis  ? 
D o  you  th in k  it should ? H o w  m ig h t  it be done  ?

“ T h e  reducing  o r  w ith d r aw in g  o f  subsidies raises 
questions ca ll ing  f o r  p r o m p t  and united con feren ce  and fo r  
j o in t  plans.”  T h e  N .C .C .  recom m ends con feren ces  o f  its 
con st itu en t bod ies  in an area “ in o rd e r  that  future actions 
m ay  proceed  in mutual consu ltat ion  and an u nderstand ing 
o f  the pr incip les  on w hich  each  organ iza t ion  is ac t ing  with 
a view to  d i s c o v e r in g :

1. T h e  best w ay o f  ca r ry in g  out in ev itab le  re tren ch ­
ments ;

2. T h e  most p rom is in g  way o f  re -o rg a n iz in g  the 
w o rk  con cerned  ; and

3. W a y s  o f  securing the m ax im u m  results f r o m  the 
c o o p e ra t iv e  use o f  their  co m bin e d  resources.”

11. H o w  can such con ferences  best be a rran ged  in S z ech u en?

12. I n  w hich  o f  the en terprises  o f  the C hurch  p r o g ra m  in 
Szechuen would it be desirable  to  have a grea ter  degree o f  
c o op era t ion  between the c h u rch e s ?

I I I .  R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N .

( I n  con n ect ion  w ith  this  discussion note  part icu larly  
the Bulletins o f  the Relig ious  E du cation  Fellowship , 
“ R e c e n t  D ev e lop m en t  o f  R e l ig io u s  E ducation  in C h in a”  in 
the C hinese R eco rd er  o f  A p r i l ,  1933, and “ R e l ig io u s  
E d u ca t ion  in the M id d le  S c h o o l ”  in the E d u ca tio n a l R ev iew  
o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 3 3 ,  as well as R elig io u s  E d u ca tion  i n  the 
C hinese C h u rch ).

T h e  N .C .C . ,  in 1931,  recom m en ded  that in Church  
synods o r  s im ilar  organ ization*  there should be th orou g h
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discussion o f  a com prehensive  p r o g ra m  o f  religious educa ­
t ion  leading to  the fo rm a t io n  o f  a com m ittee  and assign­
m ent o f  a trained w o rk e r  to ca rry  out the program .

1. H as  this  been done  in your  ch urch  ? I f  not,  why not ? I f  
so, with w h at  success ? Should  we urge the churches to  go  
f o r w a r d  a long this  line ? I f  so, h o w  could it best be done  ?

T h e  fo l l o w in g  ob ject ives  in religious education  f o r  the 
F iv e -Y e a r  M ovem en t  were re-afiirmed b v  the 1933 
N . C .C .R .E .  '

“ I .  O b ject ives  f o r  the L o c a l  Church  :

1. T o  establish in each  church a w ell-organized, 
im p ro v e d  Sundav S ch oo l ,  i f  poss ib le  ex tend in g  to  week­
days ,  w ith  classes and opp ortu n it ies  f o r  c lu b  w ork  and 
g r o u p  l ife  fo r  ch ildren ,  you ng  people  and adults. t

2. E a ch  ch urch  should g ive  guidance to parents f o r  
the C h ris t ian iz in g  o f  hom e l ife ,  and  should prov ide  l i teracy  
classes as the ground w o rk  o f  religious education .

3. F r o m  each ch u rch  at least tw o  persons should be 
g iven  an opp ortu n ity  to  receive e lem entary  tra in ing in 
w o r k  with ch ildren , v ou n g  peop le  and adults.

■“ IT. O b je c t ives  f o r  each  Church  D enom in at ion  o r  
N a tion a l  O rgan ization  :

1. T h a t  in each and every  official executive, synod, 
assem bly  o r  council  there be established the h ab it  o f  regula r 
rep orts  and discussions on  religious education  p o l icy  and 
prob lem s .

2. T h a t  the p o l i c y  and program  adopted  be c o m ­
m itted  to  some responsib le  com m it tee  o r  persons w h o  will 
g iv e  effeetive and continuous oversight to  the p r o m o t io n  
o f  the same f r o m  year  to  year.

3. T h a t  op p ortun it ies  be arranged each  year  f o r  
the tra in in g  and refreshing o f  w orkers  to  m ake p oss ib le  
the ca rry in g  out o f  the o bjectives fo r  the loca l  units as stated 
a b o v e .”

3 . D o  you  agree w ith  each  o f  these ob ject ives  in religious 
edu cation  ? W h y ,  o r  w hy  n ot  ? A re  there any others 
w h ich  should  be added ?
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3. W h i c h  o f  these ob ject ives  are  atta inab le  in the near future 
in our churches in Szechuan ? I f  you  th ink  any one is n o t  
a tta inable ,  w hy  d o  you  th ink so ?

4. In  how  m any lo ca l  churches is there  such a “ w ell-organized 
im p rov ed  Sunday S c h o o l ”  ? W h e r e  there is not, w h at  is 
the ch ief  reason ?

5. In  the urgent m atter  o f  tra in in g  and re fresh in g  w orker? ,  
w h o  should take the lead ?

T H E  H O M E .

6. W h a t  are the m ethods and materials  a lready in use in y o u r  
arsa  f o r  relig ious edu cation  in the h o m e ?  in (a)  teaching 
ch i ld - tra in in g  to  parents, ( b )  tra in in g  in Christian  
standards o f  hom e life ,  (c )  mental hygiene, and (d )  fam ily  
w o r s h ip ?  W h ic h  o f  these methods are effective ?

7. W h a t  m ethods and m ateria ls  are available  w hich  m ig h t  be  
used ? ( F o r  exam p le  f r o m  the N .C .C .R , .E .  o r  the N .C .C .  
H o m e  W o r k  C om m ittee ) .

8. W h a t  w orkers  should  the Church  p r o v id e  f o r  this  w ork  
and h ow  should they  be  trained ?

T H E  S C H O O L — A . P r im a ry .

i). W h a t  are the actul con d it ions  with regard to  religious 
education  in the p r im a rv  schools  with w hich  you  are  
fam il ia r  since the G ov ern m en t  has proscr ib ed  relig ious 
teach in g  and a c t iv i t ie s ?

10. W h a t  m ethods and materials  have been developed  f o r  use 
w i th  pr im ary  s ch oo l  ch ildren  under these cond it ions ,  that 
is, not in c lu d in g  Sundav S c h o o l ,  that m ig h t  be used with 
effectiveness ?

11. W h o  are the best leaders f o r  this w o rk  and what tra in in g  
should  th ey  have h a d ?  H o w  im p or tan t  is it  th a t  the 
schoo l  teach er  should be a C h r is t ia n ?

B. M id d le  S chool.

1 2. H o w  im p o r ta n t  is each o f  the fo l lo w in g  fac tors  in foster ing  
the religious l ife  o f  the school :  (a) p rop o r t io n  o f  Christian  
teachers, ( b )  p r o p o r t io n  o f  pupils f r o m  Christian  hom es,
(c )  regular services o f  w orship ,  (d )  c lassroom  relig ious in ­
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struction, (e)  extra -cu rr icu lar  classes and discussion groups, 
( f )  ex tra -cu rr icu lar  activities , such as: student governm ent,  
clubs, games, sports, etc ., (g )  expressions! activ ities ,  such 
as: evangelistic  bands, teach ing in Sundav S ch oo l ,  Mass 
Education  vscbools, etc.

13. W h a t  methods and materials have vou found most success­
ful? W h a t  others are available which m ig h t  be a help  to 
the religions education p rogra m  o f  vou r  m idd le  schools?

14. W h a t  in it ia t ive  in the matter o f  the religious education  
pr o g ra m  can be left to  (a)  the students, (b )  the Chinese staff 
and (c )  what should be the place o f  the fore ign  missionary?

C. U n iversity .

15. H as the life  o f  the students in the U n io n  U n iv ers ity  en ­
couraged the g row th  o f  Christian character?  W h a t  steps 
m ight advisedly  be taken to  foster this  g row th ?

T H E  C H U R C H — A  Children.

1 6. W h a t  methods have vou seen w hich  are successful in b r in g ­
ing in to  Sunday Schoid  ch ildren  w ho are n o t  otherwise 
connected  with the Church?

17. W h a t  m ethods o f  organ ization  have been found m ost  suc­
cessful as to  superintendence, division o f  classes, m ethod o f  
teaching, prov is ion  o f  funds?

18. W h a t  have been the beneficial results o f  the Sunday School  
in you r  area so far  as you  know in (a) developing Christian 
character ,  (b )  as a step towards church membership , ( c )  as 
an influence f o r  g o o d  in the homes o f  the pupils?

19. F r o m  what groups in church or  society  have the teachers 
com e?  W h a t  are the ch ief  difficulties in securing loyal,  
efficient teachers?

20. W h a t  m ethods have you found successful in tra in ing  teach ­
ers? W h a t  materials  are available fo r  this?

21. Studv some o f  the I n tr o d u c t o r y  paragraphs and one o r  two 
lessons in one o f  the new N .C .C .R .E .  “ P r im a r y  Sunday 
S ch o o l  Lessons” . Enum erate the features that distinguish 
it f r o m  the lesson materia l o f  the other type, such as the 
lesson leaflets published by  the China S. S. U n ion ,
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2 2 .  I s  there anything- a b o u t  this  newer m ethod  w hich  appeals 
to  you? I f  ao, what is it  and why do you  l ike  it?

S. Y ou th  in  the C hurch .

23 . W h y  is it  that this  is the weakest part  o f  our w ork? Must 
it  necessarily  be so?

24. W h a t  w o rk  w ith  young  people  in the church  has c ime to 
you r  n o t ice  w hich  seems to  be prom is ing?

25. W h a t  are the needs of young  people  today?  W h a t  a c t i v i t ­
ies and p rogra m  cou ld  the church  sponsor  w hich  would be 
e ffect ive  in m eet in g  these needs?

C. A du lts.

26. I n  the C h urch  S ch oo l  should m em bers ,  inquirers and a d h e r ­
ents be separated in to  d if ferent classes? I f  so, w hat d if fe ­
rence in a p p roa ch  would  there be?

2
7. W h a t  m ethods and materials  have been used w ith  success 

w ith  each o f  these adults groupings in you r  area?

■ 58. A r e t b e r e  o th e r  m ethod s  and materials ava ilab le  which 
m ig h t  be used m ore  e f fect ively?

I V .  L e a d e b s h i p  T e a m i n g .

1. "How m any efficient leaders in vou r  area can  you  name 
W h a t  is i t  a b o u t  them that m akes them efficient? W h a t  
are the causes back  o f  these characterist ics?

2. F r o m  w hat stat ion  in life and occupat iona l  en v iron m en t  do
the present leaders com e?  W h a t  tra in in g  have they had? 
H a v e  th ey  been tra ined  lo ca l ly  o r  in institutions a t  a 
d istance? __' . . .̂ <S

. O f  those w h o  are  n o t  efficient, w h at would you  say they
lacked? W h a t  are  the causes f o r  these deficiencies? W h ic h  
o f  these causes c o u ld  have  been e l im inated b y  a d if ferent 
training?
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4. Can the present personnel in positions o f  leadership be 
made in to  efficient leaders? B y  what means? I f  not,  what 
should be done?

5. W h a t  m ethods o f  tra in in g  o f  religious w orkers  are  you 
fam iliar  with? W h a t  cr it ic ism s could vou of fer  w ith  re 
gard to their  strong and weak points?

6. W h a t  in y o u r  op in ion  are the characterist ics  o f  a potential 
leader, that is, one who would be w orth  training? H o w  
can such be found?

7. W h a t  are the essentials o f  a satis factory  and efficient 
course o f  tr ining? W hat changes o f  present methods or 
new m ethods d o  we need?

T h e  N .C .C .  recom m ends :

“ In  v iew  o f  the great im portance  o f  training f o r  all 
our w ork ,  we recom m end that each church  denom ination , 
Christian  organ ization  and training  institution re-exam ine 
its ow n policy  f o r  the tra in ing  o f  professional and voluntary 
workers,  and that the N . C . C .R .E .  be asked to  serve as the 
agency f o r  interchange o f  in fo rm a tion  and coord in at ion  of 
w ork  where n ece ssa ry / ’

8 . D o  you th ink this should be done? H o w  can it be initiated? 
B v  w h om  should it be carried out?

R E D  A D V A N C E  I N  N O R T H  S Z E C H W A N .

F o r  the second time in the last s ix  months, the T ’ong, Nan, 
P a ,  d istricts  are com p lete ly  in the bands o f  tl e C om m u nist  
A r m y .  A t  the end o f  M ay they came back  f r o m  the Shensi 
b ord e r ,  where they had been re in fo r c in g  themselves, and with 
a great rush re -took  the w hole  o f  the north-east o f  the prov ince .  
Business people  and others who had returned to P a ch o w  had 
aga in  to  flee f o r  th e ir  lives, and this time the whole  population, 
even d o w n  to the w ater-carriers  and beggars fled ; hav ing tasted 
once  o f  the h o rro rs  o f  R e d  rule, none were f o r  enduring it a 
second  time, and so the R ed s  to o k  three prac t ica l ly  em pty 
cit ies.
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W e  in P a o n in g  were quieblv g e t t in g  on w ith  our work  ; 
there was a great; scarcity  o f  authentic  news, and f o r  several 
days we were in com p le te  ign orance  o f  what was go in g  on in the 
novth, -when suddenly  the b o m b  burst, and all kinds o f  rumours 
were rife  in P a o n in g — that P  ao t ’ai ia and E n  Ia n g  H o ,  on the 
P a c h o w -P a o n in g  road had fallen to the R eds  and the m arkets 
between P ach ow  and K w angvuen  were fal l ing  one uv one, the 
R eds  in m any cases k il l in g  all the inhabitants  w ho  were le f t  and 
burning the villages. I t  was also said that the R eds  had already 
entered T s ’ang c h ’ i, the a d jo in in g  ‘ -hsien”  and in a few  hours 
P a on in g  was in a state o f  ex trem e  panic. T h e  m i lita ry  were 
retreating as fast as they could, com m and eer in g  every  boa t  to 
rem ove the arsenal and stores o f  am m unition  which was all sent 
aw ay at m idnight on  June 14th. Seeing the m ilitary  leaving 
a fter  this fashion, it was supposed that there was im mediate  
danger and nearly  every  bod y  in the cit-v picked up a few 
belongings and fled. T h e  P o s t  and Telegraph offices had le ft ,  
and the m ilitary  had seized all the buses and coolies ,  and had 
part ia l ly  broken  dow n  the p on toon  bridge,  so the only way open 
to  the people was to get  across the river, a lready  swollen w ith  
heavy rains. T h ere  were verv  few' ferry  boats ava ilab le  and 
thousands o f  people on the r iver  side w ait in g  to  get across. T h e  
scene on th^ r iver  bank was in descr ibab le— soldiers and their  
mules, am m unition  and baggage, such wounded soldiers as could  
w a it ,  n ot  to  speak o f  crow d s  of  people  with their bundles and 
boxes ,  some ca rry in g  old people o r  babies on their  backs, all 
c lam ouring  and strugg ling  to  get a cross ;  the soldiers  adding 
te r ro r  to  the scene by f iring on the boats that did not get  in 
q u ick ly  enough f o r  them . As we stood  at the w aters  edge, we 
saw tw o  men, not f ifty yards f ro m  us, shot  dow n  by a so ld ier  
f o r  n o  apparent reason whatever.

A lth ou gh  the missionary com m u nity  had previously engaged 
four  boats,  we were on ly  able to  hold on to  on e— the smallest, the 
others  all  hav ing been com m and eered— and this one was quite 
inadequate to ca rry  the Church  leaders and their  fam ilies and 
belongings, n ot  to  speak o f  missionaries, and so only a m inim um  
o f  personal be long ings was brou gh t  out.  I t  was decided that 
on ly  the aged and m others with babies and those w ho  really  
cou ld  n o t  walk  should travel  on the boat,  all  the rest o f  us w ere 
to  make our w a y  to  N anpu  as best we could. I t  was a scorch ing  
h o t  a fte rn oon  when we at last g o t  across the r iver  and started 
on that w earv  trudge to  Nanpu ;e v e n  our veteran missionary 
M r.  Parsons walked over  f i fty  l i  a long that road b e fo re  a ,ca r  
came to p ick  him up.
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By tw o  p .m .  on the fo l low in g  day (17t l i )  the whole P a on in g  
C om m u n ity  had arrived , by one wav o r another, a f te r  m any and 
varied experiences, at N anpa . T h ere  it was possible to  get m ore  
boats, though that cirv  too ,  was in a state o f  grea t  tension. 
E a r ly  the next m orn ing  our c on v oy  o f  five o r  six boats  le f t  f o r  
Shuenking.

The R ed s  have n o t  yet taken P aon in g ,  and look in g  back  
f r o m  the safe vantage po in t  o f  Chungking, it  seems as if  there 
had been unnecessary panic, but there were features in the 
s ituation  w hich  were decidedly  a larm ing— not least am on g  these 
features being the peculiar posit ion  o f  P aon ing ,  in a larye bend 
o f  the river, so that exit  m ight have been easily cut o f f  150 li 
below Paon ing , at Hsin cheu pa, a place not far  d istant fr o m  
the dis tr ic t  a lready held by the lieds.  The  Reds capturcd 
K w angvuen  and Chao hua, and the ladies from  the fo rm e r  c itv  
only just g o t  out in time. The Hsin tien tsi ladies too  arrived 
safely in Shuenking ab ou t  the same time.

L ater  M r. Jackson  was able to  return to  P a o n in g  and 
salvage some m ore  o f  the household possesions and H osp ita l  
equipm ent.  Mrs. Funnell has taken V i c t o r  down to C h e fo o  to 
s c h o o l ;  we three f r o m  Pnchow, w ith  Miss W a r in  f r o m  Nanpu, 
have com e  down to the Chungking hills, and some others  hope 
to  go  to the W anhsien bungalow to relieve the congestion  in 
Shuenking— f o r  n ot  on ly  the three Mission com pounds there, but 
the a cco m m o d a t io n  o f  every  house in the c ity  is stretched to  its 
u tm ost l im it  in tak ing in thousands o f  refugees fro m  the 
northern  cities.

A l l  the ch i ldren  fro m  the T a  N i  Shan and C h ’ien fuh c h ’ang 
orphanages  (about 80 all to ld )  were m oved to  Shuenking, 
ch i ldren  o f  six and seven years and o v e r  trudging  the 1 - 0  li to 
H sin  chen pa, while the tiny  tots were “ t iao -ed”  in baskets. 
P r o m  there boats brou ght  them down to Shuenking, where M r. 
St ibbs  had h ired a disused s ilk  fa c to ry  in w hich  to  house them.

Since arr iv in g  in C hongk ing  we we have heard that Chiang 
K ’eo  has been captured by  the Reds a busy little  c ity  tw o  days 
south o f  P a ch ow ,  this  we fear  will cause a serious situation f o r  
Chuhsien and Suiting.

E. W e i g h t
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M A S S  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  R U R A L  E V A N G E L I S M  I N  

T H E  J Ü N G H S I E N  D I S T R I C T .0

L .  M c R a e .
i

T h e  E d i t o r  has asked me to tell som eth ing  o f  our Mas» 
E d u ca t ion  and R u ra l  E van gelis t ic  cam paigns in the distr ict .  
I ’m  on ly  a weak beg in n er  in this en orm ou s  task which I  feel is 
the im m ediate  field o f  our Church  in Szechuan. B u t  we are so 
in terested th at  we would a pp rec ia te  any suggestions f r o m  oth er  
w orkers  as we lon g  to  see this w o rk  a real success.

Since m y return to  C h in a  this term  I have fe l t  very  keenly 
th at  if  possible I  must stay lon ger  per iods  with  the groups o f  
p eop le  we were h e lp ing .  Last S p r in g  Junghsien w orkers  held 
an  A p r i l  S ch oo l  in the c i ty  with a b o u t  f ifty  students, one half 
o f  w h om  cam e in f r o m  ou r  d istr ic t .
■ In  the F a l l  term  all our g ir l  teachers in the c i ty  were most 
enthusiastic in the Mass E du cat ion  M ovem ent,  and opened four 
late a ftern oon  and even in g  classes in the Thousand C haracters  
and A r i t h m e t i c ,  O v er  one hundred pupils were en ro lled .  These 
pupils  were m ost  enthusiastic,  and attended  classes regular]v 
u nt i l  the c i ty  became c row d ed  with soldiers. O nly  one group 
•were a b le  to take o f f  the ir  exam inations  in full  num bers.  The 
•other groups were b i d l y  dec im ated .

I  have been most; de l ighted  with the response w hich  has 
been g iv e n  in the halt dozen  places where s h o r t  schools  were 
held this term . T h ere  has been n ot  on ly  a live in terest in their 
classes, but an earnest yearn ing  f o r  the G ospel message and an 
app arent desire o n  the part  o f  m any  to  fo l low  Christ.

In  each  place  we have had fi fty  o r  m ore  pupils enrolled .  
T o  get this n u m b e r  the peop le  must kn ow  that y o u r  s choo l  is 
som eth in g  e x cep t ion a l ly  special. A nnouncem ents  o f  the ¡-chool 
t im e -ta b le  and m a rk et  day addresses are  posted im m ediately  on 
o r  b e fo re  v o u r  a rr iv a l  in the town. N ew  posters  are  put < ut 
e v e rv  couple  o f  davs. Spec ia l  announcem ents are m ade to  the 
pupils o f  vour  d a y  schoo ls  because it  is the ir  h om e  fo lks  that 
vou  specia lly  wish to  b ecom e  interested. Once du ring  the sh ort  
course  g ov er n m en t  schoo l  teachers, officials and g en try  o f  the 
to w n  are  invited  to  a meal, and the m eet in g  that e v e n irg  is 
g iven  o v e r  to  addresses f r o m  them. This  assures th e ir  svm -
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pathet ic  co -op era t ion .  Th is  led in some cases to  the governm ent 
schools  ca rry in g  on the mass education classes a fter  our w o ik ers  
had le ft  the tow n. B u t  most effective o f  all f o r  arousing 
interest is to  put on straw sandals— if thev can be secured large 
enough f o r  yourself  and small enough fo r  the bound fee t  o f  vour 
B ib le  w om an — and go out f r o m  m orn in g  ti ll  dark visit ing every 
home in town and every hom e near town and everv hom e on  the 
n ear -by  ‘ d ja i  d z ’

T o  me it has been amazing the interest that has been shown. 
One -woman cam e daily  throu gh  rain and sun ca rry in g  her child 
on  her back  f o r  a distance o f  e igh t  li. One o f  the great draw- 
b t c k s  to advancem ent of society  in our prov in ce  is the lack o f  
respect fo r  women. Th ere  is a very real need f o r  educational 
l iterature a long this line. The  officials hearing o f  difficulty we 
had in one place issued a proclam ation  o f  protect ion  to vou n"  
wom en a ttend ing  the classes. The  interest among our pupils 
has n ot  only  been shown in classes but in a desire to link up 
w ith  the Christian  Church. One m ost  pleasing feature has been 
one increased Church  giv ings. Out in one o f  this term campaign 
centres  over  sixty thousand cash was con tr ibu ted  in the regular 
offerings in tw o  m o n th ’s time. W e  display an attractive  bulletin  
bo-ird show ing  the am ount o f  m onies received, and also how 
these monies are disbursed. T o o  o ften  C h r ist ian ity  has been 
b rou ght  to  them, not as a religion which calls f o r  great sacrifice, 
b u t  rather  as a rose s trew n  path to  peace and happiness:  an 
insurance com p a ny  in which the premiuns have been long since 
paid , and in w hich  the benefits are f o r  d is tr ibut ion  to all who 
will accept, them. A s I  kn ow  the Chinese they de light in making 
gifts .  W h y  should we stifle th is  impulse— should we not 
stim ulate  it , teaching them that to share what they have without 
hope o f  materia l gain is a priv i lege  peculiarly Christian ? Only 
thus can se l f -sup port 'be  a natural g row th  in this institution that; 
depends f o r  its propagation -nay  fo r  its very existence-on altruism 

t its  purest and highest.
O ur  course o f  study f o r  these schools  is very s imple, and, 

vet con siderab le  t im e is spent by the group o f  workers in prayer 
in select ing o f  books,  in preparin g  the time-table , b e fo re  leaving 
to  open the school .  W e  have n o t  been giving free meals to 
students w ho  attend, but we announce that those f r o m  a distance 
may b r in g  th e ir  rice w ith  them and have it  heated. So far  the 
book s  f o r  students, four o r  five to  each pupil, are loaned to  them 
and returned at the close o f  the course. E ach  set o f  books  is 
n um bered  to  corresp ond  with the student’s enro llm ent number. 
M r.  Dju, oar  P r o v in c ia l  E ducational Inspector ,  suggested each 
pupil c o p y  the Thousand C h arac ter  pr im er, and we have found
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this valuable f o r  review purpuses. W e  always prepare f o r f i f t v  
o r  s ixty  students d iv id ing  into  three classes— F i i s t  P r im er ,  
S econ d  P r im e r  and T h ird  o r  F ou rth .  W e  have sh o r t  periods, 
teaching five o r  six subjects  in the m orn in g  and three o r  fo u r  
in the a fte rn oon .  O ccas iona lly  we lmve run fro m  8.'20 a . m.  
t i l l  1 .00 p. m. and held no classes in the a fternoon .

T h e  set o f  » 8 1 & & W
an are am on g  tne earl ier  books  used. F o r  U>e
sn o r t  m orn ing  devotion s  we use the Sunday ¡school leaflet “ L i t t l e  
F r ie n d ” . Drill ,  Music, and som etim es H yg ien e  are taken bv 
the whole grou p  as one class. T h e ir  special course in A r i t h m e t ic  
is taught by me, and I  profess to  br in g  the highest tw o  classes 
w ho never w rote  a figure, to  add , subtract,  ana multiply  up to 
the thousar.ds in six lessons. In  fac t  my co -w o rk e rs  think mv 
a r ith m etic  is ra th er a joke .  But we a ttem p t to in terest the 
peop le ;  we cry to  go  from  the known to the u n k n ow n : we give 
our pupils a high incentive  : in each two weeks 'course,  in each 
class endeavoring  to  co v e r  fullv  tw o  books as well as oth er 
lessons. Ail are exam ined  at the close. Those  w ho com plete  
the fou r  Thousand C haracter  P r im ers  receive a cert ificate . At 
the c los ing  evening m eeting each class con tr ibu tes  som ething 
special to the program m e.

In fac t  it is the regular interested attendant, the spirit  of 
reverence and learning at our n ight meetings that has brought 
me greatest jov .  ^  e begin w

IpL c?®C > M •  ar,d a<iche cu,se of two weeks
ou r  evening grou p  is s ing ing  hearti ly  over  a dozen selections. 
T h e  tunes and words o f  the Fukien  Christian  U n iv ers ity  Song- 
b o o k  are sp lend id— m any o f  them are native melodies. Each 
even ing a s to r y  anu a f o r ce fu l  address are given and tracts 
suitable are d istr ibuted . Our w orkers  use the b la ck b oa rd  and 
pictures a great deal fee l ing  that illustrated talks are m ore  
effective.

W e  are finding the suggestion o f  our Shanghai fr iends— the 
com m u nity  parish idea— of very great value. On arr iva l  at a 
tow n ou r  w orkers  meet and decide upon a certa in  Sunday during  
the short  course when we can ho ld  a union Sunday Serv ice .  T o  
tiiis union gather in g  are invited the Church  people and o lder  
pupils f r o m  five o r  six towns near -by .  In  this service each 
grou p  con tr ibu tes  a part  o f  the program m e. O ften  one o r  tw o  
groups will be needed to assist in an overf low  meeting held at 
some n ear -by  inn wil l ingly  loaned f o r  the purpose.

In  places where our c lass -room  space is l im ited, regular 
classes are broken  in to  on m a rk et  days— some places at eleven in
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the m orn in g ,  others  at tw o  in the a ftern oon .  Then special 
lectures in A griculture ,  H ygien e ,  The  Christian H o m e  and 
C h ina ’s G reat  N eed  are given. One o r  tw o  o f  our songs to 
arouse in terest— T h e  M isery  o f  I l l i teracy ,  The Call  to C om e 
and H ear  the G ospel— are t a u g h t ; a few drops are dropped  into 
.sore eyes ; some brow n sm elly  medicine is applied to the scalv 
heads ; and tracts con ta in ing  the th ou ght o f  the address o f  the 
m ornin g  are d istr ibuted  to ou r  country  friends, w ith  also an 
announcem ent o f  the time o f  the next, special m eeting which 
they are to attend.

W h e n  Mr. Sen was here f ro m  Shanghai he was talk ing to 
me over the fac t  o f  h ow  difficult it  was fo r  the cou n try  people  
to  know  when Sunday came. O f  what use is a board  outside 
the d oor  p roc la im in g  Sunday when the people are fa r  away in 
their homes. H e  suggests a bulletin board  with the times o f  
meetings fo r  several weeks in advance posted prom inently  where 
i t  can be seen on m arket days, and also to  have the Sunday dates 
m arked on tracts d istributed.

A n oth er  po in t— we must let them feel it  is their  service, n ot  
s im ply  a gathering  o f  a few fo lks  paid by foreigners .  I ’ m 
ch anging my way o f  speaking about the Church, n o t  saving ‘ ngo 
men d ih ’ but ‘ ni men d ih ’ . And perhaps too  we can afford  to 
exa lt  the Church less and C h rist  m ore .  A s  I  see it the people 
are longing f o r  a refuge and fo r  a God in whom they can put 
their trust. I f  we go  forth  in the sp ir it  o f  the Master, n ot  to 
build up a Church , but to  save every  soul in Szechuan those w ho 
a re  b l indly ,  pathetica lly  searching f o r  G od  may find H im  and 
re jo ice .  A n d  soon— even soon H is  love mavjpass f r o m  village to 
v illage until thousands shall b ow  the knee to  w orsh ip  and rise 
to serve H im  in truth.

T H E  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  L A Y M E N ’ S A P P R A I S A L  

C O M M I S S I O N  O N  F O R E I G N  M I S S I O N S .

A  S t a t e m e n t  b v  t h e  U .C .C .M .

In  view o f  the wide public ity  given to the L aym en ’s R e p o r t  
and the very considerable  discussion which has fo l low ed  its 
publication , th is B oa rd  feels it  to be desirable to  subm it a brief  
statement to  the mem bers o f  T h e  United Church o f  Canada and
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to  our missionaries, in o rd e r  to  m ake c lear  our posit ion  with 
regard to  some o f  the m ore  outstanding features o f  that R e p o r t .

A p p r e c i a t i o n .

W e unhesitatingly  recognize  the fr ien d ly  spir it  and C h r is t ­
ian m otives  o f  the or ig ina l  sponsors o f  the in vestigation . W e  
believe they sought to render the whole Christian  cause a great 
and needed service W e  would express ou r  appreciation  th a tso  
m anv laymen were sufficiently interested to in itiate  and finance 
such an enquiry. W e  recognize  the high m oral and intellectual 
ca l ib re  o f  the men and wom en who served on the Com mission, 
and we a ckn ow led ge  the m arked independence o f  mind shown in 
the investigations and the courage  revealed in the expression o f  
views w hich  were sure, in som e instances, to  be unwelcom e and 
to  p r o v o k e  cr it ic ism . W e  are glad to  find such c lear  recogn it ion  
on  the part o f  the A ppraisa l C om m iss ion  o f  the serious l im ita ­
tions in volved  in anv denom inational presentation of  Christianity  
and their  stron g  insistence that sectarian rivalries should be en d ­
ed in each fore ign  mission field. W e  welcom e, too ,  the c lear  in­
s ight shown regard ing the necessity f o r  missionaries possessing 
breadth  o f  mind and the verv highest intellectual and spiritual 
and spiritual qualifications and tra in ing .  W e  likewise share in 
the con v ic t ion  expressed in the R e p o r t  that the institutional 
w ork  done by our Missions in schools, co lleges  and hospitals' 
should be maintained a t  h igh  professional standards. W e  r e ­
jo i c e  in the s tron g  and g low in g  faith  shown as to  the missionary 
en terprise  itself  and the re cogn it ion  o f  the im portan t  a nri g r o w ­
ing p lace  o f  missions in the l ife  o f  the world ,  and above  all that 
the Com m iss ion  took  a reallv massive view o f  C h rist ian ity  bv 
envisag ing a unified w orld  culture em b o d y in g  C h rist ’s ow n p r in ­
c ip les  o f  l i fe  and leading to  a true k n ow led g e  and love  o f  God 
b y  all  peoples.

C r i t i c i s m .

But, n otw ith standing  what we have s incerely stated by  way 
o f  a p p rec ia t ion ,  we are com pelled  to be equally frank  in our 
cr it ic ism . W e  believe that the R e p o r t  is seriously lack ing in 
anv adequate sense o f  Christian  history  and o f  m odern  missionary 
achievem ents .  Had the b ack grou nd s  o f  the enterprise  been 
m ore  com plete ly  mastered there would have been far  m ore  
generous and deserved ap p rec ia t ion  expressed o f  the vast suc­
cesses o f  the past hundred years o f  missions, and o f  the ca l ib re  
o f  the missionaries th rou gh  w hom  these successes were made
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possible. W e  believe that the w ork both  o f  fac t- f ind ing  and 
o f  appraisal was too  hurried lv  done. “ F a c t s ’’ th a ta re  essential 
o n  so great a matter are n ot  so easily acquired. I t  was p h y ­
sically  and intellectually im possible f o r  am- group o f  men and 
wom en however honest, intelligent and unbiased to make such 
investigations and studies as would warrant the large conclusions 
on so many aspects o f  missionary w o rk  as are given in the R e p o r t  
with such finality. In  this connection  it should be definitely  
understood  that the A ppraisa l Com mission did n o t  include in its 
survey the w ork  carried on in the fore ign  missions fields o f  The  
U n ite d  C hurch  o f  Canada. O nly  in a, few places in the w orld  
did m em ber o f  the Com m ission  even meet missionaries o f  our 
Church .

O n  the im p o r ta n t  question o f  denouuuationalism  we consid­
er that  the Appraisal Com mission  takes a most i l logical position 
in insisting on the one hand that a ll  Christian work in fore ign  
lands should be conducted on a unified and non-sectarian basis 
and at the same time expressing the view that in the homelands 
such act ion  may be neither desirable n or  necessary. A m o n g  
o t h r  th ings involved in such a position is the expectat ion  that 
on  the basis o f  continuing sectarianism a t  h om e  we may hope to  
dev e lop  and maintain adequate financial and other support f o r  
our aaission w o rk  and also be able to train  a body  o f  men and 
w om en brou gh t up iD such an atmosphere w ho shall be capable  
o f  giving non-sectarian leadership abroad .  We con sid er  the 
recom m en dation  o f  the C om m iss ion  f o r  the setting u p o n  this 
co n t in en t  o f  a super-B oard  having c o n tr o l  o f  all fore ign  mission 
activ ities  in Asia, to  Vie both  grandiose and im pract icab le ,  but 
we are w h o l ly  com m it ted  to every  practicable  measure o f  c o o p ­
e ra t io n  and unification which the successful a tta inm ent o f  our 
m issionary  ob ject ives  demand.

Our most serious difficulty in accepting the R e p o r t  has ro 
■do with the religious and theological basis o f  missions advocated 
in it. W e  believe that on  this im portan t m atter  the R e p o r t  
recom m ends a d is t in c t  departure fro m  the h istor ic  basis upon 
which  our w ork  has h ith erto  been carried  on. I n  respect both 
o f  its aff irmations and its omissions the R ep or t  fails  to give any 
adequate p r o o f  that the writers o f  it have com e to close grips 
wit.ii the m ost  fundam ental realit ies  of  human life  o r  o f  the 
person  and w ork  of  our L o r d  Jesus Christ. The  B oard  is unabie 
to  a ccep t  e ither the ex p l ic i t  o r  im p lic i t  principles of  the R e p o r t  
in regard to evangelism . T o  do so would involve an almost 
c o m p le t e  repudiation  o f  the h isto r ic  position and m ethod  taken 
b v  tne C hristian  C hurch  f r o m  the da.ys o f  the A post les  to  the 
'present.
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Believing that the m em bers  o f  the A pp ra isa l  Com mission  
in their  e fforts  to  do  justice to  the ab id in g  sp ir i tual  values in 
the non -C hr ist ian  faiths o f  Asia  are seriously lacking in ap 
prec ia t ion  o f  the transcendent values in  the Christian faith  i t ­
self , we unhesitatingly  and w holehearted ly  a dop t  as our ow n the 
fo l lo w in g  statem ent o f  the Jerusalem Conference  :

“ W e  believe in  a C h rist- l ike  w orld .  W e  kn ow  noth ing 
better ,  we can be con te n t  w ith  n oth in g  less. W e  do n o t  go  to  
the nations called non -C hrist ian  because they are the w ors t  o f  
the w or ld  and they alone are in need, we go  because they are a 
p a rt  o f  the w orld  and share with us in  the same human need-the 
need o f  redem ption  fro m  ourselves and fro m  sin. the need to  have 
life com plete  and abundant and to  be remnde a fter  this pattern 
o f  Christ likeness. W e  desire a world in which Christ  will not 
be crucified but where H is  S p ir it  shall re ign . ’ ’

F in a l ly ,  we believe that we have in the R e p o r t  and in th e  
very mixed reception  w hich  has been accord ed  it , a d em on stra ­
tion of the uitwisdom of  any sectional o r  merely national inves­
tigation  o f  so gi eat and com p lex  an enterprise as that o f  fore ign  
missions. During  the past  tw enty -f ive  years  especially , w ise7 
patient and fru it fu l  e fforts  have been made all a round  the w orld  
to  fas ter  and develoD a sp ir it  o f  international fe llow ship  on the 
part  of all sections o f  the Christian  Church . W it h o u t  dou bt 
this  R e p o r t  tends to weaken and jeop ard ize  that fe llowship . 
W e ,  th erefore ,  exore.ss the s tron g  hope that all future C o m ­
missions shall  be far  more w idely representative in mem bership ,  
be really international in ch a ra cter  and m ore  ca th o l ic  in their  
religious attitudes.

C H U N G K I N G  N E W S .

.Mrs. Ola Dudley, Miss Luella ILoether and Miss Marian 
C oon  have accom panied  delegations f r o m  their  schools  t o  the 
Students ’ C on feren ce  w hich  is b e ing  held a t  W e n  Tang, above 
Bei-Sei .  T h e  con ference  is be ing  sponsored by  the loca l  Y o u n g  
M en ’s Christian  A ssoc ia t ion  and will last f o r  one week.

M.r. and M rs. R o g e r  H ow es  and M ary  R u th  left  J u ly  S 
on the I ch a n g  f o r  Shanghai. T h ey  will sail  the la tter  part  o f  
the month  f o r  V a n c o u v e r  to  spend a much deserved furlough in 
Canada and the States. T h e y  will be missed in  C h un gk ing  where 
they have filled an im p ortan t  place in the l i fe  o f  the com m u nity .
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M r. and 31 rs. W a lker  have arrived from  Shanghai to  take 
the pi aces vacated by  M r. and Mrs. H ow es. Mrs. W a lk e r  is 
being well in itiated in to  the duties o f  housekeeper as she was 
greeted by a large fam ily  o f  refugees, whose needs she is 
e f f ic ient ly  p r o v id in g  for .  M r.  W a lk e r  is taking care  o f  the 
Business D epartm en t o f  tiie China Inland Mission.

A mong those spending the summer at. the C .I .M  bungalow 
at the hills are Miss W allis ,  Miss W r ig h t  and Miss D ix  o f  
Pachow, Miss W arin  of  Nanpu, Mr. Guinnessand M r. Funnel!  
o f  Paon iug .

The c los ing  exercises o f  the Canadian Sch ool  f o r  F ore ign  
C h ildren  were held trie a ftern oon  o f  June 3 6. A verv in teresting 
program  was rendered bv the pupils.

B arbara  Jones arrived June liy from  Chengtu where she 
has been attending the Canadian School.  She was accom panied 
bv Mr. lto 'oertsoii and Dr. L il jestrand. M r. R o b e r tso n  will 
soend several weeks on  the Chungking H il ls  be fore  returning 
to Chengtu and Dr. Lil jestrand le ft  the fo l lo w in g  W ednesday 
fo r  P eip iug .

Miss B arbara  K ich o l ls  has le ft  fo r  K u l in g  where she will 
spend the month  o f  July.

Miss Thom as and Mr. Jones were quietly  m arr ied  on 
'F r id ay .  July 7, at the China Inland Mission bungalow o il the 
hills. T h ey  le ft  the fo l low in g  W ednesday  fo r  Shucheng, 
K ueichow .

B ish op  and M is. Mow!] arr ived  in Chungking, Ju ly  2, 
having made the tr ip  from  Chengtu by  small boat. They left  
the next  day f o r  P e ip in g  to  attend an im portan t meeting of  
B ish ops  there.

M r. P a rk e r  o f  "H anshien was in the c i ty  f o r  a few days fo r  
m ed ica l  and dental treatment.. Mrs. M arvin  and M rs. Nourse 
o f  N ew  Y o r k  are spending several weeks with Dr. and Mrs. 
Sheridan. T hey  hope that condit ions will perm it  their  visiting 
M r .  Omei be fore  returning to Shanghai.

Miss Gertrude  Cone and Miss l iu th  Daniels o f  Nanchang 
are planning to  spend the summer w ith  friends in the W .F .M .S .  
bungalow on the hills.

Miss F reder icks  and Miss Danner o f  K iu kian g  arrived in 
Chungking July 2, and proceeded on their way dow n river. 
T h ey  succeeded in m aking the tr ip  to Chengtu in spite of 
disturbed traveling  condit ions.

I t  was with a feeling o f  great loss and deep sorrow’ that 
the com m unity  received the news o f  the sudden passing aw ay of
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D r .  F ran k  A llan , o f  the U n ited  Church  o f  Canada Mission, on 
F r id ay ,  Ju ly  28. Dr.  A l l a n  had spent several weeks at Mt. Oniei, 
returning to  Chungking Julv 15, apparently  much im proved  in 
health. On F r id a v ,  he had seen the patients at the Dispensary 
as usual and a fte r  lunch said he would lie down as he w a s  tired. 
A t  th re e - th ir ty  o ’c lo ck ,  he passed away, p r o b a b ly  A n g i n a  
P e c to r i s  being the cause of  his death. Funeral services were held 
Saturday a ftern oon  at the F ore ign  Cem etery  at Dzen J ia  K gai.  
D r .  A l la n ’s unt im ely  go in g  was a great shock to  everyone  and 
he w il l  be missed not on ly  bv the memuers o f  his ow n mission 
but bv  the entire  com m unity .

Miss G o w a r  and Dr. G w endolyn  C o o k  o f  Tanishan, Miss 
R o e  and Miss W ilson  of  Kwantrvuen a rr ived  July 17 to spend 
the rest o f  the sum mer at the C .I .M .  bungalow  on the Hills.

Mrs. Nourse,  who has been spending several weeks with Dr. 
and Mrs. Sheridan has le ft  f o r  P eip ing  by  way o f  H an kow .

Th e  engagem ent o f  M iss F. A .  Y a r w o o d  and M r. Clements, 
bo th  m em bers  o f  the China In land  Mission has been announced. 
Miss Y a r w o o d  is at present in K ia t in g  and Mr. Clem ents is on 
the H ills .

M r. and Mrs. Brennim an o f  Shanghai arr ived  on the I ping 
July 14. A f t e r  spending several davs with M r. and M rs. M cC urdv  
they le f t  by ca r  f o r  Chengtu. T h ey  hope to  be able to  visit 
Mb. O m ei before  returning to  Chungking . ] l r .  Brennim an 
is in the hide business and is especia lly  interested in goa ts.

Miss G oudge  and Miss Fugl o f  the C.M .S., s tationed at 
C h ongp a ,  arrived July 14. A f t e r  spending several weeks with 
Mrs. M cC a rtn ey ,  they  have le ft ,  h op in g  to be able to return to 
th e ir  station.

M r. and M rs. L a m b e r t ,  D r .  S n ow ba ll  and Mias Smith 
arr ived  f r o m  Suiting the f irs t  o f  the m onth .

Miss M abel A l len  o f  the M ethod ist  M ission arr ived  on the 
l ch a n g ,  Julv  "29, a fter  hav ing spent a pleasant furlough in 
A m e r ica .  A f t e r  a few weeks in C hungking , she w ill  leave f o r  
C hengtu  where she will he lp  with the W .  F .  M. S .  w o rk  at 
S h a n s i  Gai.

B o r n  a t  the P resb v ter ia n  H osp ita l ,  C h e foo ,  on J u ly l  5, to 
G eorg e  and F ran ces  H enderson , N a tion a l  B ib le  S oc ie ty  o f  
Scot land , late o f  C hungk ing ,  a son, C o l in  M urray. T h e ir  present 
address is B ib le  House 64, S ingapore  R o a d ,  Tientsin .

Mr. and M rs .E .  H .  L a m b e r t  o f  Su it ing , announce the b irth  
o f  a son, Stanley  E d w a rd ,  on F r iday ,  J u ly  14, at the Canadian 
H osp ita l ,  C hungking .
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Miss Bryan  o f  the H om e  B oard  o f  the Baptist Church, 
N ew  Y o r k ,  and Miss Bugijy o f  Shanghai Baptist, College spent 
several days w ith  Mrs. M eCartuev. Miss Brvan  made a b r ie f  
visit to  Chengtu bv ear before  proceeding dow n river.

D r .  M ax  G ray  o f  P a on in g  spent several davs at the
C .I .M .  bungalow on the hills. H e  has le ft  again fo r  Shunking. 
in the hopes that he may be able  to return to  Paoning .

M r.  and Mrs. M art in  and Christine M ary  have arrived 
f r o m  Nanpu and are staying with Mrs. M cCartnev .

M r .  and Mrs. Sparling, D o ro th y  and M argaret ,  M r. 
L o n g le y  and B rockm an  Brace arrived from  Chengtu, July 25. 
M r. and Mrs. S p ar ling  will spend several weeks w ith  Mr. and 
M rs  G ord on  Jones and they are being w arm ly  welcomed back 
to  their  f o rm er  home. T h e  rest o f  the party  left f o r  Shanghai 
Ju ly  31, f r o m  which port  they will sail f o r  Canada. D o ro th y  
and M argaret Sparling  and Brockm an B race  will en ter  school 
in T o r o n t o  in the fal l .  M r .  L on g lev  will re jo in  his fam ily  fo r  
a  much deserved furlough.

A  com m u n ity  p icn ic  was held on the Canadian tennis cou rt  
Thursday, August 3. Games and races f o r  the ch ildren , fo l low ed 
by  a sumptuous supper and sing song m ade the occasion a. 
pleasant one f o r  everyone.

F O W C H O W  N O T E S .

A Summ er Conference  o f  teachers and preachers from  the 
F o w c h o w  and Chungchow  Districts  was held at Gin T an g  Si, a 
tem ple  on the hills  some 15 li  from  F o w ch o w ,  from  July l o t h  
to  23rd. The  locat ion  was almost ideal. The attendance was 
fa r  beyond exp ectat ion .  The preachers and teachers were a l ­
most all  present, and while the C on feren ce  s tr ictly  speaking was 
f o r  them, many w ork ers  f r o m  oth er  departments, several lay 
leaders, and quite a n um ber o f  visitors claim ed the priv i lege  o f  
attend ing . A m o n g  the visitors were three Chinese and two 
missionaries fro m  Centra l  and N orth ern  China. In clud ing  our
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9 loca l missionaries the to ta l  attendance  was 90, o f  which 
num ber f r o m  60 r,o 70 were m em bers  o f  the Conference.  
M o rn in g  P ray ers  began at 6 .30  in the m orning , and B ib le  Study 
at 8 .30. F r o m  10 to 11 .30  addresses were given fo l lo w e d  bv 
discussion, on R e l ig iou s  E du cation  and R u ra l  Evangelism . The 
hour f r o m  4 .30  to 5 .30  in the a ftern oon  was given over  to the 
discussion o f  questions o f  p ractica l  interest. to the young 
Chinese Church . In  the even ing fro m  7. 30 to 9 we gathered 
in the beautiful grove  in fron t  o f  the tem ple  in the star l ight 
and sang hymns new and old ,  discussed in a free and easv wav 
prob lem s  arising f r o m  the suojecfcs dealt  w ith  during  the day, 
o r  bore  test im ony to the greatness o f  the pre -em inent Christ 
as we fe lt  m oved  to  do  so. As we cam e to  the close o f  the C o n ­
ference  we could not but feel that the Gospel o f  Christ was still  
the “ the p o w e r  o f  G od  unto Sa lvat ion ” . W h e r e  else all ov e r  
Eastern  Szechwan in Chinese soc ie ty  could  be found a grou p  like 
this, seeking together the best gifts  in life  and planning together 
to  b r in g  to the needv multitudes these best  gifts? Th is  kept 
running through the w r i t e r ’s mind day  a fte r  day.

D r .  Paul T a y lor ,  pro fessor  o f  R elig ious E ducation  in the 
C entra l  China U n iv e rs i ty ,  W u chang, and R ev .  K . B .  B eck  o f  
the H uping Private .Middle S ch oo l ,  Y o c h o w ,  Hunan, and their  
sons E d w a rd  and D avid  paid us a b r ie f  visit the middle  o f  July. 
The  party  were on th eir  way to v is it  Chengtu and O m ei Shan. 
T hey  spent tw o  or  three days at. our  Su m m er Conference.  T h e  
addresses o f  D r .  T a v lo r  and M r. Beck were listened to  w ith  
grea t  in terest and profit .

D r .  Guei, p ro fessor  o f  P h vs ics  in the Central China U n iv e ­
rs ity ,  W u ch an g ,  spent a fe 'v  days recently  in F o w c h o w  m aking 
observations on m agnetic  line f o r  the C arnegie  In st itu te .  D r .  
Guei has spent several years in A m e r ica  and speaks English  
fluently .  H e  is a th ird  generation  Christian and exerts a fine 
Christian  influence am on g  the students in his C o llege .  H e  
spent a dav w ith  us at our Sum m er C on feren ce .  In  his address 
a t  an even ing session he gave a most in teresting  accou nt o f  the 
special w ork  he was a t  present d o in g  in Szechwan. H e  closed 
his address with an unusually strong tes t im on y  to the need f o r  
and the value o f  the Christ ian  ,R,eligion in China. H e  m ad e  
a f ine im pression  on the mem bers of  the C on feren ce .
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W E S T  C H I N A  R E L I G I O U S  T R A C T  S O C I E T Y

Chungking , Szechwan.

I m p o r t a n t  N o t i c e .

On W ednesday, 27th, July , 1933, there was a General 
M eet ing  o f  the S oc ie ty  in Chungking H i l ls  Church . R ep or ts  
o f  the present pos it ion  o f  the S oc ie ty  were subm itted bv  the 
H on. Treasurer and H on .  Secretary .  The actions o f  the C o m ­
m ittee  hav ing been confirmed the m em bers  were re -appo in t­
ed w ith  representatives fro m  F .S .C . ,  W .F .M .S . ,  and W .M .S .  

T h e  C om m ittee  now  consists o f : —
Messrs ; W a lk e r  ( C l  M ) Y o u g h t  ( F S C )  M cC u rd y  (M E M  ) 

F in d lav  ( N B S S )  Ir ish  ( U C C M )  Misses C oon  ( W M  S) and Jones 
( W F M S ) .  '

Messrs : Ir ish ,  M cC u rd y  and F in d la v  have been elected 
Chairm an , H on .  Treasurer and H on .  Secretary ,  respectively.

A t  the General M eeting  the fo l lo w in g  resolution was 
unanimously agreed to  :—

“ R e s o l v e d ,  that this m eeting suggest to the C om m ittee  
that a s tatem ent be prepared and sent out to the Constituency 
g iv ing  a full r e p o r t  o f  the present pos it ion  of  the W est  China 
R e l ig iou s  T r a c t  Soc ie ty ,  and m aking one o r  m ore  concrete  
proposals  dealing with the future o f  the S o c ie t y . ’’

A  sub -C om m ittee  has been appointed to  prepare the state­
m ent and to  in corp ora te  in it  certa in  proposals  made bv  the 
C om m ittee .  A t  an early  date each M issionarv in W’ est China 
will receive a c o p v  o f  the statement etc. and will be invited  to  
of fer  c r it ic ism s o r  submit a lternative  schemes f o r  the continuance 
o f  the S o c ie ty ’s w ork .

Meantime, the C om m ittee  is anxious that the shelves o f  
the  D e p o t  should be c leared . T o  enable this to  be done quick ly  
free  and post -pa id  grants  o f  what is nvailable w ill  be made on 
app lication  to  W est  China R e lig iou s  T rac t  Society ,  Chungking.
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