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Foreigners who from past experience or
present position know something of the
inner working of Chinese officialdom, have
not hesitated to declare that (he agitation
of the Formosan question was kept np
an undue length of time, in the pro-
vinces at any rate, simply with the
object of reaping the rich harvest of
fresh squeezes which the imminence of
war formed the excuse for exacting.
Something apparently confirmatory of this
view of the case comes to us on ex-
cellent authority. The Governor of
Kiangse, anxious it is said to show his
aclivity in preparing for the emergency of
war that seemed likely to spring from the
difficulty with Japan, imposed new taxa-
tion in his province which brought in about
half m million taels to his treasury before
the pacific termination of the affair. Op-
pressed with this embarras de riches, the
overnor is now employing a portion of it
in the purchase of arms and munitione,
awong the latter being five million per-
cussion caps, an order which ought to clear
the foreign market of these explosive and
exploded articles® It f reported that he
:IIH-Lt‘:;IIHHIIdE to fortify the mouth of the
Foyang Lake—presumably against sampans
@'d teaboats ; and both these patriofo
gperations will no doubt afford a wide field
for jobbery, If, writes our informarft,
the anoney thus collected in this and
other provinces had been fairly appropria-
ted to meeting the latd® war preparations
China might have been saved mcﬂurn;
to the unnecessary and somewhat humilia-
ting expedient of raising a foreign loamn.
Every one in power seems, however, to do
the wrong thing. Foreign representatives
are the last persons to hear of such matiers :
the Customs officinls appear to have wno
influence to advise what is right ; and
there is an absence of homogeneous-
ness in the government of this vast and
wealthy empire which is nowhere mors
apparent than in the mal-administration
of its fiscal affairs, In a couniry possessed
M such ample means of its own, the
small foreign loan recently contracted
appears to be more an evidence of wéak-
ness than of wisdom on the part of its

counsellors.

if you deliver me up! He is only taking
advantage of your ignorance, knowing you
to be simple country people, Let me be
given up, and you will also be punishede
After all, what have we to feari Wlhen
the Hice riot occurred (svme jears ago)
what did the authorities do { Nothing ! |
and this is far less important.”” Tlis
speech intimidated his auditors, and they
anxiously asked what they should do, He
replied :  ** We will take to ihe hills, and,
guarding the approaches, protect oursclyves
from injustice and oppresson.”
~ Arrangements wera then at once entered
into for the collection of money and arms.
Those who contributed readily were un-
uhrlm‘tﬂd. but refusal to grant the insue-
gents’ demands was severely visited, and
what was required was taken by force.
The insurgents then retreated to the
neighbouring hills, and joined themselves
to the local banditti, the combined forces
amounting to about 8,000 men. Intelli-
genco of this was promptly sent to the
departmental city of Shaohing, and the
military commandant there lost no time in
moving to Sinch ‘ang, at the lead of 3,000
men. Un the 8th July he was joined by
Kupg Chia-chin, Governor of Shnohing,
and an offensive wovement was then made
agininst the inaurgents, who were stromgly
eucamped amongst the Yen lills. The
troops, however, were driven back on
Sinch’ang, and daily liarassed by the
enemy, who kept up an incessant series of
attacks ; and the position of the city
became an alarming one. Urgent appenls
for help were sent both to Hangchow and
Nivgpo, aud from the former place were
sent 400 men, and from the latter 1,300
men—1,000 of which were Hunan hraves
belonging to the Hangohow garrisnmn. The
day on which the Hunan braves left
Hangehow for Sinch’ang, under the com-
mand of Chang Chin-el'ii (formerly Taotai
of Ningpo) the Insurgents made an attnok
on the city, but the troops kept their
gronnd, aud succesded in repulaing
them, with a loss of 30 Lkilled and
wounded, and 20 prisoners  Amongst
the latter was one of the chisf leaders,
named Tang Chi-sin. Thia partial success
inspirited the trofps, and being joined,
A few days after, by the braves from
angchow, & combined forward nave-
ﬂrnt was executed against the insurgents’
stronghold, and, after a sharp struggle, tlg
troops aclileved a decisive success, havir
cupletely routed the enemy, who fled in
all directions. ‘The chiefs escaped squth-
wards, it is supposed, to Kinhiwa, and the
movement, so formidable for a time, was
| completely broken®” up. For his action in
the commencement of the affair the mingls-
trate of Sinch’ang lad been removed, ind
succeeded by an officer named Shih Yii-ch'i.
After the ubove decisive affair quietness
was soon restored, but there were still
many refugees in the hills, wlio were afraid
to return, and whilst they continued un-
pardoned the magistrate was nfraid that
an element of future trouble also remnined .
he accordingly took au escort of 50 men and
penetrated into the hills, when—partly by
persuasion, partly by threats—lie induce:l
all the disaffected to throw down their
arms nud resume their allegiauce. Peace
was ihuas restored about tlie middle of
August, (the exact date is wantiug) after
two months and a half of disurder and
anxiety. | annotaware that many suffered
for their complicity in this outbreank
although it is probable that such of the
ringlenders ns were taken with arms in
their hands were summarily executed.
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TROUBLES IN THE TAICHOW PREFECTURE. |

About ten days ago, we noticed the
occurrence of a serivus popular vutbreak
nt Teentai, in the prefecture of Taichow.
The following account of a rather formid-
able rising in the previous year, given by
F. W. White, Esq., Commissioner of Cus-
toms at Ningpo, in the last volume of

Reports on Trade, +howa that the state of
this part of the country has been very
uneatisfactory for a long time past,

The long continued drought in the
sumumer, which I lhiave slsewhere roferred
to ns cansing the alwost eutire destruction
of the Rice crops, both lirst aud second,
in the neighbourhiood of Ningpo, wus also
the cause of much distress in other parts
of the province, and, notably, in the Shao-
hing department, where it may be said to
linve been directly the cause of a sowne-
wlint serious disturbanes which broke out
in the Sinch’ang district in the latter part
of June. It appeara that in the month of
April the Acting Guvernor ut Tai-chow-fu,
lesing apprehensive that some of the law-
less people of the district over which hLe
presided might liave taken refuge in the
border districts of the two departiments of
Taichow and Sheohing, requested the
magistrate of Sinch'ang to cause investiga-
tion to be made to ascertain whether the

** Mén-p'ai," or door-certificates affixed to |

the door of each family, gave the proper
relurns of the number of inhabitants, and,
in this way, detect if any bad charnclers
were being harboured. The tusk of carry-
ing out these iMstructfons (which reached
Sipeh’ang in June,) devolved on a member
of the geutry named Yang Yi-ch'ow, who
lived in the country close to the Yen hills,
some 80.li south of the city of Sinch®og.
In order to carry out Iis work, Yaug

Yil-eliow required an office and a staff of b

clerks and writers, and he lixed on the
tamily temple of one Chén-kia, as n con-
venient place for his purpose. The latter
would not, however, consent to eisher
lend orlet the temple, wherenpon Yang
Y#-oli'ow took possession of it by fores, on
the ples that it was wanted for Govern-
ment service. ¥rom <he firat, the people
had locked with an unfavorable and sus-
picious eye on the new home examination
sclhivine, fesling that they wera suspected
of dishonesty, or that, otherwise, it Was
merely a pretence to extort money or
rorvice from them. This feeling of dis-
trust was at once fanned into a flame by
Yang Yi-ch’ow's high-handed action, and
thie Ffaympathy oxpressed for the Chén
family was loud and open. Ohén-kia, as
the head of his family, felt constrained to
make some public protest against the for-
cible oceupation of his sucestral temple,
but, while he was yet thinking the wmatter
over, a well-known and inflyential leader
of banditti, named Wang Chioh'éng, ap-
| peared on the scene, aud so worked ou
Uhén-kia’s already excited feelings, tlat,
at the head of n large crowd, they adjourned
to the temple and ejected ita vecapanis,
killing in the mélde a shupan named Shun
K'oshao, who ventured to resist them.
Yaong Yi ch'ow was, fortunately for him-
self, nbasnt, or he would, doubtless, linve
shured the snme fate ; as it was, the excited
mob levelled his lhouse to the gronuod,
Yang Yil-ch'ow, henring of the disturh-
niee, sought refuge in the wagistrate's
yamén, and complained that '* the people
had risen,” although he, naturally, ab-
stained from mentioning his own share in
the matter. The magistrate, acting on this
information, sent out officers to quell the
disturbance, and at the same time issned
n proclamation stating that Ohén-kin alone
wns responsible for the riot, aud that no
blame would attach to others if they deli:
vered him up. The contents of this pro-
clamation were no sooner public than the
people rushed off to" arrest Chéun-kia, whom
thiey found in his own louss, somewhat
nnxiously waiting the' issue of evenis
Whilst he was conaidering what course Lo
follow, lis former adviser, Waug Chi-chén
came up to him, and prompted him to the

foillowing speech addressed to the erowd :—
“CTha me t yn M1 PIkL
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